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PREFACE. 



N O apology is needed for the publication of another 

Life of Christ, for the subject, to use the words 
of Mr. Carlyle, is “of quite perennial, infinite charac¬ 
ter, and its significance will ever demand to be anew 
inquired into, and anew made manifest.” 

The freshness and interest of the name of Jesus, 
and its power as a great factor in the spiritual history 
of the world, increase with each generation. The 
influence of His life, His words, and His death, have, 
from the first, been like leaven cast into the mass of 
humanity. He made religion spiritual instead of 
ceremonial and external; universal, instead of local. 
He gave us the magnificent dowry of a faith in One 
Common Father of the whole human race, and, thus, 
of a world-wide brotherhood of all mankind. He con¬ 
firmed the doctrine of our immortality, and scattered 
abroad the germs of a heavenly life by His fundamental 
requirements of love to God and our neighbour. All 
reforms of individual and public life lie veiled in these 
principles, awaiting the advance of our moral sense, 
to apprehend and apply them. They have already 
given freedom to the slave; raised woman; purified 
morals; mitigated war; created liberty; and made 

humanity a growing force, in things private, civil, and 
political. Ail that love to our fellow-man can prompt 
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finds itself only a copy of that Life which was spent 
in continually doing good, and the noblest self-sacrifice 
for others finds itself anticipated by Calvary. 

To the individual Christian, Jesus is the Divine 
Saviour, to believe in Whom is life everlasting: to 
know Whom is to have peace with God. Love has 
no diviner emblem than the Good Shepherd : Bene¬ 
ficence no ideal so perfect, as that “it is more blessed 
to give than to receive: ” Fidelity to duty no loftier 
standard than a life laid down at its command: Self- 
sacrifice no dream so perfect as the record of His death 
on the Cross. 

To write the story of such a Life is no easy task, 
hut it is one beyond all others important for the best 
interests of the age. It is impossible to describe the 
infinite dignity of His person; but His words and acts 
are His legacy to us, which it is vital to study and 
apply. 

I have tried in this book to restore, as far as I could, 
the world in which Jesus moved; the country in which 
He lived; the people among whom He grew up and 

ministered; the religion in which He was trained; 
the Temple services in which Ho took part; the 
ecclesiastical, civil, and social aspects of His time; 
the parties of the day, their opinions and their spirit; 
the customs that ruled ; the influences that prevailed ; 
the events, social, religious, and political, not mentioned 
in the Gospels, that formed the history of His lifetime, 
so far as they can be recovered. 

In this picture, He, Himself, is, of course, the central 
figure, to which all details are subordinate. I have 
tried to present His acts and words as they would 
strike those who first saw or heard them, and have 
added only as much elucidation to the latter as seemed 



PREFACE. 


XI 


needed. All His Sayings and Discourses are given in 
full, for a Life in which He is not His .own interpreter, 
must be defective. 

No one can feel more keenly than myself how open 
such a book must be to criticism. Where the best 
and wisest have differed, I could not expect that all 
will agree with me, and I cannot hope to have escaped 
oversights, or even errors, in treating a subject so 
extensive. I can only plead my honest desire for truth 
and correctness, in mitigation of judgment. 

I trust, however, that my book, as a whole, presents 
a reliable picture of the Life of Our Lord in the midst 
of the world in which He moved, and that it will throw 
light on the narratives in the Gospels, by filling up 
their brief outlines, where possible. 

For the various sources to which I have been in- 

■ 

debted I must only refer to the books named at the 
foot of each page, and the list of authorities at the 
beginning. I have used them freely, but always, so 
far as I know, with due acknowledgment. 

And, now, go forth, My Book, and may He whose 
honour thou seekest, bless thee, and thy Unknown 

m 

Reader! 
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CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

T HE life of Jesus Christ, which is to he told in these pages, 

must ever remain the noblest and most fruitful study 
for all men, of every age. It is admitted, even by those of 
other faiths, that He was at once a great Teacher, and a living 
illustration of the truths He taught. The Mahometan world 
gave Him the high title of the Masih (Messiah), and set Him 
above all the prophets. The Jews confess admiration of His 
character and words, as exhibited in the Gospels. Nor is 
there any hesitation among the great intellects of different 
ages, whatever their special position towards Christianity; 
whether its humble disciples, or openly opposed to it, or care¬ 
lessly indifferent, or vaguely latitudinarian. 

We all know how lowly a reverence is paid to Him in 
passage after passage by Shakspere, the greatest intellect 
known, in its wide, many-sided splendour. Men like Galileo, 
Kepler, Bacon, Newton, and Milton, set the name of Jesus 
Christ above every other. To show that no other subject of 
study can claim an equal interest, Jean Paul Richter tells us 
that “ the life of Christ concerns Him who, being the holiest 
among the mighty, the mightiest among the holy, lifted with 
His pierced hand empires off their hinges, and turned the 
stream of centuries out of its channel, and still governs the 
ages .” 1 Spinoza calls Christ the symbol of Divine wisdom ; 
Kant and Jacobi hold Him up as the symbol of ideal perfec¬ 
tion, and Schelling and Hegel as that of the union of the 
divine and human. “I esteem the Gospels,” says Goethe, “to 
be thoroughly genuine, for there shines forth from them the 
reflected splendour of a sublimity, proceeding from the person 
of Jesus Christ, of so divine a kind as only the Divine could 

1 Ueber den Gott in der Geschichte und im Leben, Bammt. Werke, voL 
xxxiii. p. 6. 
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ever have manifested upon earth .” 1 “How petty arc the 
books of the philosophers, with all their pomp,” says Kousseau, 
“ compared with the Gospels! Can it be that writings at 
once so sublime and so simple are the work of men r 1 Can 
He whose life they tell be Himself no more than a mere man Y 
Is there anything, in His character, of the enthusiast or the 
ambitious sectary ? What sweetness, what purity in His 
ways, what touching grace in His teachings ! What a lofti¬ 
ness in His maxims, what profound wisdom in His words ! 
What presence of mind, what delicacy and aptness in His 
replies ! What an empire over His passions ! Where is tho 
man, where is the sage, who knows how to act, to suffer, and 
to die without weakness and without display P My friend, 
men do not invent like this; and the facts respecting Socrates, 
which no one doubts, are not so well attested as those about 
Jesus Christ. These Jews could never have struck this tone, 
or thought of this morality, and the Gospel has characteristics 
of truthfulness so grand, so striking, so perfectly inimitable, 
that their inventors would be even more wonderful than lie 
whom they portray.” “ Yes, if the death of Socrates be that 
of a sage, the life and death of Jesus are those of a God.” ~ 
Thomas Carlyle repeatedly expresses a similar reverence. 
“ Jesus of Nazareth,” says he, “our divinest symbol! Higher 
has the human thought not yet reached.” “ A symbol of 
quite perennial, infinite character, whose significance will ever 
demand to be anew inquired into, and anew made manifest .” 3 
Dr. Channing, of Boston, the foremost man in his day among 
American Unitarians, is equally marked in his words . 4 
“ The character of Jesus,” says he, “ is wholly inexplicable on 
human principles.” Matthias Claudius, one of the people’s 
poets of Germany, last century, writes to a friend , 6 “No one 
ever thus loved [as Christ did], nor did anything so truly 
great and good as the Bible tells us of Him ever enter into 
the heart of man. It is a holy form which rises before the 
poor pilgrim like a star in the night, and satisfies his inner¬ 
most craving, his most secret yearnings and hopes.” “ Jesus 
Christ,” says the exquisite genius, Herder, “ is in the noblest, 
and most perfect sense, the realized ideal of humanity.” c 

No one will accuse the first Napoleon of being either a 

1 Convenation* tcith Eckermann, vol. iii. p. 371. 

* Emile, I. iv. pp. 109-111. a Sartor Betartns, pp. 187-140. 

4 Channing't Work* (one vol.), p. 241. 4 Briefc an Andre*, pi. vi. 00. 

• Art Herder, Herzog’s Ency., voL v. p. 76L 
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pietist, or weak-minded. He strode the world in his day like 
a Colossns, a man of gigantic intellect, however worthless and 
depraved in moral sense. Conversing one day, at St. Helena, 
as his custom was, about the great men of antiquity, and 
comparing himself with them, he suddenly turned round to 
one of his suite and asked him, “ Can you tell me who Jesus 
Christ was ? ” The officer owned that he had not yet taken 
much thought of such things. “ Well, then,” said Napoleon, 
“ I will tell you.” He then compared Christ with himself, 
and with the heroes of antiquity, and showed how Jesus far 
surpassed them. “ I think I understand somewhat of human 
nature,” he continued, “ and I tell you all these were men, 
and I am a man, but not one is like Him; Jesus Christ was 
more than man. Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and myself 
founded great empires; but upon what did the creations of 
our genius depend ? Upon force. Jesus alone founded His 
empire upon love, and to this very day millions would die for 
Him .” 1 “The Gospel is no mere book,” said he at another 
time, “ but a living creature, with a vigour, a power, which 
conquers all that opposes it. Here lies the Book of Books 
upon the table [touching it reverently]; I do not tire of 
reading it, and do so daily with equal pleasure. The soul, 
charmed with the beauty of the Gospel, is no longer its own: 
God possesses it entirely : He directs its thoughts and facul¬ 
ties ; it is His. What a proof of the divinity of Jesus Christ! 
Yet in this absolute sovereignty He has but one aim—the 
spiritual perfection of the individual, the purification of his 
conscience, his union with what is true, the salvation of his 
soul. Men wonder at the conquests of Alexander, but here 
is a conqueror who draws men to Himself for their highest 
good ; who unites to Himself, incorporates into Himself, not 
a nation, but the whole human race! ” 

I might multiply such testimonies from men of all ages 
and classes, indefinitely; let me give only one or two more. 

Among all the Biblical critics of Germany, no one has risen 
with an intellect more piercing, a learning more vast, and 
a freedom and fearlessness more unquestioned, than De Wette. 
Yet, listen to a sentence from the preface to his Commentary 
on the Book of Revelation, published just before his death, in 
1849 : 2 “ This only I know, that there is salvation in no other 
name than in the name of Jesus Christ, the Crucified, and 

1 Bertrand's Memoirs. Paris, 1844. 

* De Wette’s Off crib., 3rd Auf. p. vi. 
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that nothing loftier offers itself to humanity than the God- 
manhood realized in Him, and the kingdom of God which He 
founded—an idea and problem not yet rightly understood and 
incorporated into life, even of those who, in other respects, 
justly rank as the most zealous and the warmest Christians ! 
Were Christ in deed and in truth our Life, how could such 
a falling away from Him be possible? Those in whom He 
lived would witness so mightily for Him, through their whole 
life, whether spoken, written, or acted, that unbelief would 
be forced to silence.” 


Nor is the incidental testimony to Christ of those who have 
openly acknowledged their supreme devotion to Him less 


striking. There have been martyrs to many creeds, but what 
religion ever saw an army of martyrs willingly dying for the 
personal love they bore to the founder of their faith ? Yet 


this has always been the characteristic of the martyrs of 


Christianity, from the days when, as tradition tells us, Peter 
was led to crucifixion with the words ever on his lips, “ None 
but Christ, none but Christ,” or when the aged Polycarp,— 
about to be burned alive in the amphitheatre at Smyrna,— 
answered the governor, who sought to make him revile 

Christ 1 —“ Eighty and six years have I served Him, and He 


never did me wrong; and how can I now blaspheme my King 
who has saved me ? ” Nearly seventeen hundred years passed 
from the time when the early confessor died blessing God 
that he was counted worthy to have a share in the number of 
martyrs and in the cup of Christ; and a man of high culture 
and intellect lies dying, the native of an island peopled only 
by outside barbarians in the days of Polycarp. The atten¬ 
dants, watching his last moments, see his lips move, and 
bending over him, catch the faint sounds, “Jesus love!— 
Jesus love!—the same thing,”—the last words uttered before 
he left them. It was the death-bed of Sir James Macintosh. 


Thus the character of Christ still retains the supreme charm 
by which it drew towards it the deepest affections of the 
heart in the earliest age of the Church; and such a character 
must claim, above all others, our reverent and thoughtful 
study. 

If we attempt to discover what it is in the personal charac¬ 
ter of Jesus Christ, as shown in His life, that thus attracts 
such permanent admiration, it is not difficult to do so. 

In an ago when tho ideal of the religious life was realized 


1 Eusebius n . £., bk. 4, e. 16. 
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in the Baptist’s withdrawing from men, and burying himself 
in the ascetic solitudes of the desert, Christ came, bringing 


religion into the haunts and homes and overy-day life of 
men. For the mortifications of the hermit Ho substituted 


the labours of activo benevolence ; for tho fours and gloom 
-which shrank from men, He brought tho light of a cheerful 
piety, which made every act of daily life religious. Ho found 
the domain of religion fenced off as something distinct from 
common duties, and He threw down the wall of Reparation, 
and consecrated the whole sweep of existence. Ho lived, a 
man amongst men, sharing alike their joys and thoir sorrows, 
dignifying the humblest details of life by making thorn sub¬ 
ordinate to the single aim of His Father’s glory. Henceforth 
the grand revolution was inaugurated, which taught that 
religion does not lie in selfish or morbid devotion to personal 
interests, whether in tho desert or tho temple, but in loving 
work and self-sacrifice for others. 


The absolute unselfishness of Christ’s character is, indeed, 
unique charm. His own life is self-denial throughout, and 


He makes a similar spirit the test of all healthy religious life. 
It is He who said, “ It is more blessed to give than to 
receive ; ” who reminds us that life, like tho wheat, yields 
fruit only by its own dying; who gave us the ideal of life in 
His own absolute self-oblivion. We feel instinctively that 
this Gospel of Love alone is divine, and that we cannot with¬ 
hold our homage from the only perfectly Unselfish Life ever 
seen on earth. 


There is much, besides, to which I can only allude in a 
■word. He demands repentance from all, but never for a 
moment hints at any need of it for Himself. With all His 
matchless lowliness, He advances personal claims which, in 
a mere man, would be the very delirium of religious pride. 
He was divinely patient under every form of suffering,—a 
homeless life, hunger and thirst, craft and violence, meanness 
and pride, the taunts of enemies, and betrayals of friends, 
ending in an ignominious death. Nothing of fill this for a 
moment turned Him from His chosen path of love and pity. 
His last words, like His whole life, wero a prayer for those 
who returned Him evil for good. His absolute superiority 
to everything narrow or local, so that Fie, a Jew, founds a 
religion in which all mankind are a common brotherhood, 
equal before God; the dignity, calmness, and self-possession 
before rulers, priests, and governors, which sets Him im¬ 
measurably above them; His freedom from superstition, in 
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an age which was superstitions almost beyond example ; Hia 
superiority to the merely external and ritual, in an age when 
rites and externals were the sum of religion: all these con¬ 
siderations, to mention no others, explain the mysterious 
attraction, of His character, even when looked at only as that 
of an ideal Man. 

When, from His character, we turn to His teachings, the 
claims of His Life on our reverent study are still further 
strengthened. To Him we owe the expansion of whatever 
was vital in Ancient Judaism from the creed of a tribe into 
a religion for the world. The Old Testament reveals a sub¬ 
lime and touching description of God as the Creator and the 
All-wise and Almighty Ruler of all things; as the God, in 
whose hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of 
all mankind ; 1 the God of Providence, on whom the eyes of 
all creatures wait, and who gives them their meat in due 
season ; 2 as a Being of infinite majesty, who will by no means 
clear the guilty, but yet is merciful and gracious, longsuffer- 
ing, and abundant in goodness and truth; as keeping mercy 
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, 
and as pitying them that fear Him, like as a father pitieth 
his children. But it was reserved for Christ to bring the 
character of God, as a God of Love, into full noon-day light, 
in His so loving the world as to give His only-begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him might not perish, but havo 
eternal life . 3 In the New Testament He is first called in the 
widest sense the Father of all mankind.* The Old Testament 
proclaimed Him the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—tho 
Portion of Israel: Christ points the eyes of all nations to 
Him as the God of the whole human race. 

The fundamental principles of Christianity are as rew and 
as sublime as this grand conception of God, and spring 
directly from it. The highest ideal of man must ever be, that 
his soul reflects the image of his Creator, and this image cau 
only be that of pure, all-embracing love, to God and man, for 
God is love. Outward service, alone, is of no value: the pure 
heart, only, loves aright: it, only, reflects the divine likeness; 
for purity and love are the same in the Eternal. A religion 
resting on such a basis bears the seal of heaven. But this 
divine law constitutes Christianity. 

The morality taught by Christ is in keeping with such 

1 Job xii. 10. * Pb. cxlv. 15. * John iii. 16. 

* The letters in tho text refer to notes at the end of the volume. 
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fundamental demands. Since lovo is tho fulfilling of the law, 
there can bo no limitation to duty but that of power. It can 
only bo bounded by our possibilities of performance, and that 
not in tho letter, but in spirit and in truth, both towards God 
and our neighbour. Tho perfect holiness of God can alone bo 
tho standard of our aspiration : for lovo moans obedience, ami 
God cannot look upon sin. To bo a perfect Christian is to be 
a sinless man—sinless through the obedieneo of perfect lovo. 
Such a morality lias tho seal of tho living God on its forehead. 

it is to be remembered, in realizing our obligations to 
Christ, that thero was a perfect novelty in this teaching. 
Antiquity, outside the Jewish world, had no conception of 
what we call sin. Thero is no word in Greek for what wo 
mean by it: tho expression for it is synonymous with physical 
evil. 11 ’ Thero was either no guilt in an action, or tho deity 
was to blame, or the action was irresistible. Priests and 
people had no aim or desire in sacrifices, prayers, or festivals, 
beyond the removal of a defilement, not considered as amoral, 
but a physical stain; and they attributed a magical effect to 
propitiatory rites through which they thought to obtain that 
removal; this effect being sure to follow if there were no 
omission in the rite, even though tho will remained consciously 


inclined to evil.” 

The Homan was as freo from having any conception of sill 
as tho Greek. Even such moralists as Seneca had only a blind 
spiritual pride which confounded God and natu.ro, and re¬ 
garded man—tlio crown of nature and its most perfect work 
—as God’s equal, or oven as His superior, for tho divine 
nature, in his creed, roaches perfection in man only. Every 
man, ho tolls us, carries God about with him in his bosom; in 
ono aspoct of his being bo is God—virtue is only tho follow¬ 
ing nature, and men’s vices aro only madness . 0 

Compare with this tho vision of God—high and lifted up — 
of awful holiness but of irifinito lovo,—and the doctrine of 
human responsibility, which tho heart itself re-echoes—as 
taught by Christ; and tho study of His life becomes tho 
loftiest of human duties. 

We owe it no less to Christ that tho belief in a future lifo, 
with its light or shadow depending on a future judgment, is 
now part of tho creed of the world. Judaism, indeed, in its 
later ages at least, knew thoso revelations, but Judaism could 


1 Dollingor. The Gentile and the Jew , etc., vol. 1. p. 294. 
* Ibid., vol. i. p. 219. 
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never have become the religion of mankind. Pagan antiquity 
had ceased to have any fixed ideas of anything beyond this 
life. Immortality was an open question; the dream of poets 
rather than the common faith. But Christ brought life and 
immortality to light through the Gospel. 

Doctrines such as these, illustrated by such a Life, and 
crowned by a death which He Himself proclaimed to be 
a voluntary offering “for the life of the world,” 1 could not 
fail to have a mighty influence. 

The leaven thus cast into the mass of humanity has already 
largely transformed society, and is destined to affect it for 
good, in ever-increasing measure, in all directions. The one 
grand doctrine of the Brotherhood of Man, as man, is in 
itself the pledge of infinite results. The seminal principle of 
all true progress must ever be found in a proper sense of the 
inherent dignity of manhood ; in the realization of the truth 
that the whole human race are essentially equal in their 
faculties, nature, and inalienable rights. Such an idea was 
unknown to antiquity. The Jew, speaking in the Fourth 
Book of Esdras, 2 addressed God—“ On our account Thou 
hast created the world. Other nations, spmng from Adam, 
Thou hast said are nothing, and are like spittle, and Thou 
hast likened their multitude to the droppings from a cask 
But we are Thy people, whom Thou hast called Thy first¬ 
born, Thine only-begotten, Thy well-beloved.” In the Book 
Sifri, the Rabbis tell us—“A single Israelite is of more 
worth in the sight of God than all the nations of the world; 
every Israelite is of more value before Him than all the 
nations who have been or will be.” 

To the Greek, the word “ humanity,” as a term for the 
wide brotherhood of all races, was unknown. All races, 
except his own, were regarded and despised as “ barbarians.” 
Even the Egyptians, in spite of their ancient traditions and 
priestly “wisdom,” — the Carthaginians, the Phoenicians, 
Etruscans, Macedonians, and Romans, not to mention out¬ 
lying and uncivilized peoples, w r ere stigmatised by this con¬ 
temptuous name. The Greek fancied himself appointed by 
the gods to be lord over all other races; and Socrates only 
gave expression to the general feeling of his countrymen 
when he thanked the gods daily for being man and not beast, 
male and not female, Greek and not barbarian. 

Tho Roman, in common with antiquity at large, considered 


i John vi. 51. 


- Chap. vi. 55. 
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all who did not belong to his own State as hostes , or enemies; 
and hence, unless there were a special league, all Romans 


held that the only law between them and those who were not 
Romans was that of the stronger, by which they were entitled 


to s ubj ligate such races if they could, plunder their possessions, 
and make the people slaves . 1 The fact that a tribe lived on 
the bank of a river on the other side of which Romans had 


settled, made its members “rivals,” for the word means simply 
the dwellers on opposite sides of a stream. It was even 
objected to Christianity, indeed, that its folly was patent, from 
its seeking to introduce one religion for all races. “ The 
man,” says Celsus, “ who can believe it possible for Greeks 
and Barbarians, in Asia, Europe, and Libya, to agree in one 
code of religious laws, must be utterly devoid of sense .” 2 
Antiquity had no conception of a religion which, by readily 
uniting with everything purely human, and as readily attack¬ 
ing all forms of evil, could be destined or suited to the wants of 

o ; 

all humanity. Nor did it deign to think that the aristocracy 
of the race could stoop to have a religion in common with the 
barbarian to whom it almost refused the name of man. 


It was left to Christ to proclaim the brotherhood of all 
nations by revealing God as their common Father in Heaven, 
filled towards them with a father’s love; by His commission 
to preach the Gospel to all; by His inviting all, without 
distinction, who laboured and were heavy laden, to come to 
Him, as the Saviour sent from God, for rest; by His receiv¬ 
ing the woman of Samaria and her of Canaan as graciously 
as any others ; by His making Himself the friend of publi¬ 
cans and sinners; by the tone of such parables as that of 
Dives and Lazarus ; by His equal sympathy with the slave, 
the beggar, and the ruler; by the whole bearing and spirit of 
His life; and, above all, by His picture of all nations gathered 
to judgment at the Great Day, with no distinction of race or 
rank, but simply as men. 

In this great principle of the essential equality of man, and 
his responsibility to God, the germs lay hid of grand truths 
imperfectly realized even yet. 

Thus, it is to this we owe the. conception of the rights' of 
individual conscience as opposed to any outward authority. 
There was no dream of such a thing before Christ came. 


1 Mommsen’s Romischc Geschichte, vol. i. p. 158. 

3 Neander’s Ch. History , vol. i. p. 123, Torrey’s Translation. Merivalo's 
Conversion of the Roman Empire, p. 135. 
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The play of individuality, which alone secures and exempli¬ 
fies those rights, was unknown or restricted. 1 Among the 
Greeks, the will of the State was enforced on the individual. 
Morality and goodness were limited to what was voted by the 
majority as expedient for the well-being of the community at 
large. When a man had paid the gods the traditional sacri¬ 
fices and ceremonies, he had little more to do with them. 
Not only could he not act for himself freely in social or private 
affairs; his conscience had no liberty. Tim State was every¬ 
thing, the man nothing. Rome knew as little of responsibility 
to higher laws than its own, and had very limited ideas even 
of personal freedom. Christ’s words, “ One is your ‘ Teacher,’ 
and all ye are brethren ; ” “ One is your ‘ Father,’ even the 
Heavenly ; ” “ One is your ‘ Guide,’ even the Christ,” were 
the inauguration of a social and moral revolution. 3 

The slave, before Christ came, was a piece of property of 
less worth than land or cattle. An old Roman law enacted 
a penalty of death for him who killed a ploughing ox; but 
the murderer of a slave was called to no account whatever. 
Crassus, after the revolt of Spartacus, crucified 10,000 slaves 
at one time. Augustus, in violation of his word, delivered to 
their masters, for execution, 30,000 slaves who had fought for 
Sextus Pompeius. Trajan, the best of the Romans of his day, 
made 10,000 slaves fight at one time in the amphitheatre, for 
the amusement of the people, and prolonged the massacre 

123 days. 3 

The great truth of man’s universal brotherhood was the 
axe laid at the root of this detestable crime—the sum of all 
villanies. By first infusing kindness into the lot of the slave, 
then by slowly undermining slavery itself, each century has 
seen some advance, till at last the man-owner is unknown in 
nearly every civilized countiy, and even Africa itself, the 
worst victim of slavery in these later ages, is being aided by 
Christian England to raise its slaves into freemen. 

Aggressive war is no less distinctly denounced by Chris¬ 
tianity, which, in teaching the brotherhood of man, proclaims 
war a revolt, abhorrent to nature, of brothers against brothers. 
The voice of Christ, commanding peace on earth, has echoed 
through all the centuries since His day, and has been at least 
so far honoured that the horrors of war are greatly lessened, 

1 Hngenbach’s Kirchengetchichte, p. 10. 

* Matt, xxiii. 8-10. The literal rendering. 

* Hagenbach’s Kirchengetchichte , vol. i. p. 18. 
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and that war itself—no longer the rule, bnt the exception—is 
much rarer in Christian nations than in former times. 

The POOR, in antiquity, were in almost as bad a plight as 
the slave. “How can you possibly let yourself down so low 
as not to repel a poor man from you with scorn ” 1 is the 
question cf a rhetorician of the imperial times of Rome, to 
a rich man. No one of the thousands of rich men living in 
Rome ever conceived the notion of founding an asylum for 
the poor, or a hospital for the sick. There were herds of 
beggars. Seneca often mentions them, and observes that 
most men fling an alms to a beggar with repugnance, and 
carefully avoid all contact with him. 2 Among the Jews, the 
poor were thought to be justly bearing the penalty of some 
sin of their own, or of their fathers. But we know the 
sayings of Christ—“ It is more blessed to give than to re- 

I w r as an hungred, and ye gave me meat; I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me drink; I was a stranger, and ye took 
me in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, and ye visited 
me; I was in prison, and ye came unto me : ” “ Give to the 


ceive: 


>> a 


The abject and forlorn received a charter of human 


poor. 

rights when He proclaimed that all men are brethren: sprung 
from the same human stock; sons of the same Almighty 
Father; one family in Himself, the Head of regenerated 
humanity. 

The condition of woman in antiquity was little better than 
that of the slave. 3 She was the property of her husband, if 
married; if unmarried, she was the plaything or slave of 
man, never his equal. The morality of married life, which is 
the strength and glory of any people, was hardly known. 
Pompey and Germanicus were singular in the fidelity that 
marked their marriage-relations, on both sides, and w'ere 
famous through the singularity. The utter impurity of the 
men reacted in a similar self-degradation of the other sex. 


In Rome, marriages became, as a rule, mere temporary con¬ 
nections. In order to escape the punishments inflicted on 
adultery, in the time of Tiberius, married women, including 
even women of illustrious families, enrolled themselves on the 
official lists of public prostitutes. St. Paul only spoke the 
language which every one who knows the state of morals of 
those days must use, when he wrote the well-known verses in 


1 Quintil. Decl., 301, iii 17. 2 De Clem., v. 6. 

• Tholuck, d. Sitt. Chur. d. Heide nth urns , 67. Haueratka Neutest. 
Zeitgcschichte, toI. ii. p. 3. Renan, Les Apoires, p. 304 ff. 
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the opening of his Epistle to the Romans. The barbarians of 
the German forests alone, of the heathen world, retained a 
worthy sense of the true dignity of woman. “ No one there 
laughs at vice,” says Tacitus, “ nor is to seduce and to ho 
seduced called the fashion.” “ Happy indeed,” continues the 
Roman, thinking of the state of things around him, “ those 
states in which only virgins many, and where the vow and 
heart of the bride go together! ” “ Infidelity is veiy rare 

among them.” 1 The traditions of a purer time still lingered 
beyond the Alps: the afterglow of light that had set else¬ 
where. 

These traditions, thus honoured in the forests of Germany, 
were formulated into a supreme law for all ages and countries 
by Jesus Christ. Except for one crime, husband and wife, 
joined by God in marriage, were not to be put asunder. 
Woman was no longer to be the toy and inferior of man. 
Polygamy, the fruitful source of social corruption, was for¬ 
bidden. Man and woman were to meet on equal terms in 
lifelong union: each honouring the other, and both training 
their children amidst the sanctities of a pure family life. 

The enforcement of these and kindred teachings, destined 
to regenerate humanity, required lofty sanctions. That tlieso 
are not wanting, in the amplest fulness, we have in part seen 
already, and shall see more and more as we advance. Mean¬ 
while, enough has been said to show why, even apart from 
the mysterious dignity of His divine nature, God manifest in 
the flesh, and even independently of His being the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sins of the world, Christ’s life and 
sayings, alike unique among men, deserve the reverent study 
of all. 

“From first to last,” said the great Napoleon, 2 on one 
occasion, “Jesus is the same; always the same—majestic and 
simple, infinitely severe and infinitely gentle. Throughout 
a life passed under the public eye, He never gives occasion 
to find fault. The prudence of His condnct compels our 
admiration by its union of force and gentleness. Alike in 
speech and action, He is enlightened, consistent, and calm. 
Sublimity is said to be an attribute of divinity: what name, 
ihen, shall we give Him in whose character were united every 
element of the sublime ? 

1 Germania, p. 19. 

9 Sentiments de Napoleon sur le Chrirtianisme . Par le Chevalier de 
Beauterne. 



CHRIST THE IDEAL OF HUMANITY. 


13 


“I know men; and I tell you that Jesus is not a man. 
Everything in Him amazes me. His spirit outreaches mine, 
and His will confounds me. Comparison* is impossible be¬ 
tween Him and any other being in the world. He is truly a 
being by Himself. His ideas and His sentiments; the truth 
that He announces; His manner of convincing; are all 
beyond humanity and the natural order of things. 

“ His birth, and the story of His life ; the profoundness of 
His doctrine, which overturns all difficulties, and is their 
most complete solution; His Gospel, the singularity of His 
mysterious being; His appearance ; His empire; His progress 
through all centuries and kingdoms;—all this is to me a 
prodigy, an unfathomable mystery. 

“ I see nothing here of man. Near as I may approach, 
closely as I may examine, all remains above my comprehen¬ 
sion—great with a greatness that crushes me. It is in vain 
that I reflect—all remains unaccountable ! 

“ I defv vou to cite another life like that of Christ.” 



CHAPTER n. 


THE HOLT LAND. 

rriHE contrast between the influences which have most 

affected the world, and the centres from which they have 
sprung, is very striking. Greece, the mother of philosophy 
and art, for all time, is not quite half the size of Scotland; 
Rome, the mighty mistress of the world, was only a city* of 
Italy; Palestine, the birthplace of our Lord, and the cradle 
of revelation, is about the size of Wales. From Dan, 1 on the 
north, to Beersheba, on the south, is a distance of only 13‘) 
miles; and the paltry breadth of twenty miles, from the 
coast to the Jordan, on the north, increases slowly to only 
forty between the shore of the Mediterranean, at Gaza, and 
the Dead Sea, on the south. 

When it is remembered that America was unknown till 
within the last four centuries, the position of Palestine on the 
map of the ancient world was very remarkable. It seemed 
the very centre of the earth, and went far to excuse the long- 
prevailing belief that Jerusalem was the precise central point. 3 
On the extreme western limit of Asia, it looked east wal'd, 
towards the great empires and religions of that mighty con¬ 
tinent, and westward, over the Mediterranean, to the promise 
of European civilization. It was the connecting link between 
Europe and Africa, which could then boast of Egypt as one 
of the great centres of human thought and culture; and it 
had the dateless past of the East for its background. 

Yet its position towards other lands was not less striking 
than its real or apparent isolation. Separated from Asia by 
the broad and impassable desert, it was saved from becoming 
a purely Eastern country, either in religion, or in the political 
decay and retrogression which have, sooner or later, marked 
all Eastern States. Shut in, by a strip of desert, from Egypt, 

1 Near the modern Banias. 

* A spot is still marked by a oircle of marble pavement, and a short 
co. unin, under the dome of the Greek Church at Jerusalem, as the exact 
centre of the world. Handbook of Syria and Palestine , vol. ii. p. 164. 
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it was kept, in groat part, from the contagion of tho gross 
morality and grossor idolatry of that land ; and its western 
coasts wero washed by tho “ Great Sea,” wljiuh, lor ages, was 
ns much a mystery to the Jew, as tho Atlantic to our ances¬ 
tors, before the era of Columbus. There could have been no 
land in which tho purposo of God tQ “separnto” a nation 
“from among all tho people of the earth,” 1 to bo the deposi¬ 
tary of divine truth, and tho future missionaries of tho world, 
could have been so perfectly carried out. Nor did its special 
fitness as a centre of heavenly light amongst mankind pass 
away till tho wholo scheme of rovelation had been completed ; 
for by tho timo of Christ’s death the Mediterranean had 
become the highway of the nations, and facilitated tho diffu¬ 
sion of the Gospel to tho cities and nations of the populous 
West, by tho easy path of its wide waiters. Tho long seclusion 
of ages had already trained tho Jew in religious knowledge, 
when forced or voluntary dispersion sent him abroad to all 
lands, with his lofty creed : the passing away of that seclusion 
opened the world to the ready dissemination of tho message 
of the Cross. 

It is an additional peculiarity of tho Holy Land, in relation 
to the history of roligion, that its physical feature's, and its 
position, together, brought it, from tho earliest ages, in con¬ 


tact with the widest range of peoples and empires. 


Ugypt 


and it are two oases in wide-spreading desorts, and as sueli 
attracted nice after race. 2 Vast migrations of northorn tribes 
towards the richer southern countries have marked all ages; 
and Egypt, as tho typo of fertility, was a special land of 
wonder, to which theso wandering populations over turnod 
greedy eyes. In a less degreo, the Holy Land shared this 
dangerous admiration. It was tho noxt link to Egypt in tho 


tho last. 


chain of attractive conquests—Egypt itsolf being tho last. 
As in later times the Assyrian, tho Chaldean, tho Persian, tho 
Greek, the Roman, and tho Turk successively coveted tho 
valley of the Nile, and took possession of it, so in tho very 
earliest ages, as many indications prove, wavo after wavo of 
immigration had overflowed it. In all thoso inroads of now 
nationalities, tho Holy Land, as tho highway to Egypt, neces¬ 
sarily shared, and hence, as centurios passed, raco after race 
was brought in contact with the Jow, in spito of his isolation, 
and tho Jew into contact with them. Such a fact was of 
great significance in tho religious oducation of tho world. It 


immigration had overflowed it. 


1 1 Kings viii. 53. 


* Ewald’s Qeachichtc, vol. i. p. 008 S, 
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leavened widely distant nations, more or less, with the grand 
religious truths which had been committed to the keeping ot 
the Jew alone; it led or forced him abroad to distant regions, 
to learn, as well as to communicate; and it reacted to ensure 
the intense religious conservatism to which the Jew, even to¬ 
day, owes his continued national existence. That was a fitting 
scene, moreover, for the advent of the Saviour of the world, 
in which, small though its bounds, He was surrounded not by 
the Jew alone, but by a population representing a wide pro¬ 
portion of the tribes and nations of the then-known earth. 
The inscription on the cross, in Greek, Latin, and Hebrew, 
was the symbol of the relation of Christ’s life, and of His 
death, to all humanity. 

But perhaps the most striking peculiarity of Palestine as 
the spot chosen by God for His revelations of religious truth 
to our race, and for the incarnation of the Saviour of mankind, 
is that it presents within its narrow bounds the characteristics 
of climate and productions scattered elsewhere over all the 
habitable zones—from the snowy north to the tropics. The 
literature of a country necessarily takes the colour of its local 
scenery and external nature, and hence a book written in 
almost any land is unfitted for other countries in which life 
and nature are different. Thus the Koran, written in Arabia, 
is essentially an Eastern book, in great measure unintelligible 
and uninteresting to nations living in countries in any great 
degree different, in climate and modes of life, from Arabia 
itself. The sacred books of other religions have had ouly a 


local recept 


on. The Bible alone finds a welcome among 
ery region over the earth. It is the one book in 


the world which men everywhere receive with equal interest 
and reverence. The inhabitant of the coldest north finds, in 


its imagery, something that he can understand, and it is a 
household book in multitudes of homes in the sultriest regions 


of the south. 


Intended to cany the Truth to all nations, it was essential 
that the Bible should have this cosmopolitan attractiveness. 
Yet it could not have had it but that such a country as 
Palestine was chosen to produce it. Within the narrow 
limits of that strip of coast, as we might call it, are gathered 
the features of countries the most widely apart. The peaks 
of Lebanon are never without patches of snow, even in the 
heat of summer. Snow falls nearly every winter along the 
summits of the central ridgo of Palestine, and over the table¬ 
land east of the Jordan, though it seldom lies more than ono 
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or two days. On the other hand, in the valley of the Jordan, 
summer brings the heat of the tropics, and the different sea¬ 
sons, in different parts, according to the elevation, exhibit a 
regular gradation between these extremes. Thus, within the 
extent of a single landscape, there is every climate, from the 
cold of northern Europe to the heat of India. The oak, the 
pine, the walnut, the maple, the juniper, the alder, the poplar, 
the willow, the ash, the ivy, and the hawthorn, grow luxu¬ 
riantly on the heights of Hermon, Bashan, and Galilee. 
Hence the traveller from the more northerly temperate lands 
finds himself, in some parts, surrounded by the trees and 
vegetation of his own country. He sees the apple, the pear, 
and the plum, and rejoices to meet the familiar wheat, and 
barley, and peas, and potatoes, and cabbage, carrots, lettuce, 
endive, and mustard. The Englishman is delighted to find 
himself surrounded by many of the flowers of his native land; 

for out of the 2,000 or 2,500 flowers of Palestine, perhaps 500 
are British. It looks like home to see the ranunculus, the 
yellow water-lily, the tulip, the crocus, the hyacinth, the 
anemone, mignonette, geraniums, mallows, the common 
bramble, the dog-rose, the daisy, the well-known groundsel, 
the dandelion,—sage, and thyme, and sweet marjoram, blue 
and white pimpernel, cyclamens, vervain, mint, horehound, 
road-way nettles, and thistles; and ponds with the wonted 
water-cress, duck-weed, and rushes. 

The traveller from more southern countries is no less at 
home; for from whatever part he come, be it sunny Spain or 
Western India, he will recognise well-known forms in one or 
other of such a list as the carob, the oleander and willow, 
skirting the streams and water-courses; the sycamore, the fig, 
the olive, the date-palm, the pride of India, the pistachio, the 
tamerisk, the acacia, and the tall tropical grasses and reeds; 
or in such fruits as the date, the pomegranate, the vine, the 
orange, the shaddock, the lime, the banana, the almond, and 
the prickly pear. The sight of fields of cotton, millet, rice, 
sugar-cane, maize, or even of Indian indigo, and of patches 
of melons, gourds, pumpkins, tobacco, yam, sweet potato, and 
oi her southern or tropical field or garden crops, will carry him 
back in thought to h.'s home. 

Thei e can be no more vivid illustration of the climate of 
any Hnd than the vegetation it yields, and Palestine, tried 
by this test, reproduces climates and zones which, in other 
countries, are separated by many hundred miles. 

A book written in such a land must necessarily be a refleo 

3 
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tion, in its imagery and modes of thought, so far as they are 
affected by external nature, of much that is common to men 
all over the earth. The Scriptures of the two Testaments 
have had this priceless help in their great mission, from Pales¬ 
tine having been chosen by God as the land in which they 
were written. The words of prophets and apostles, and of 
the great Master Himself, sound familiar to all mankind, be¬ 
cause spoken amidst natural images and experiences common 
to all the world. 


Though essentially a mountainous country, Palestine has 
many broad and fertile plains. It is a highland district, 
intersected throughout, and bordered on the western side, by 
rich, wide-spreading lowlands. 

The plain on the western side extends from above Acre, 
with an interruption by Mount Carmel, along the whole 
coast, under the respective names of the plain of Acre, the 
plain of Sharon, and the Shephelah, or low country, the land 
of the Philistines in early ages.* From this border plain the 
country rises, throughout, into a table-land of an average 
height of from 1,500, to 1,800 feet above the Mediterranean ; 
the general level being so even, and the hills so close to¬ 
gether, that the whole length of the country, seen from the 
coast, looks like a wall rising from the fertile plain at its foot. 
Yet the general monotony is broken, here and there, by higher 
elevations. Thus, to begin from the south, Hebron is 3,029 
feet above the sea; Jerusalem 2,610; the Mount of Olives 
2,724; Bethel 2,400; Ebal and Gerizim 2,700; Little Ilcrmoii 

and Tabor, on the north side of the plain of Esdraelon, 1,900; 

Safed 2,775 ; and Jcbel Jermuk 4,000. 

This long sea of hills is full of valleys running east and 
west, which form so many arms of torrent beds, opening into 
the Jordan valley or the Mediterranean. These valleys, on 
the eastern side of the water-shed, towards Jordan, arc ex¬ 
tremely steep and rugged; as, for instance, the precipitous 
descent between Mount Olivet and Jericho, which sinks over 
4,000 feet in a distance of about fifteen miles. The great, 
depression of the Jordan valley makes such rugged and diffi¬ 
cult mountain gorges the only passes to the upper country 
i rom the east. There is not a spot, till the plain of Esdraelon 


joins the valley of the Jordan, open enough to manoeuvre 
more than a small body of foot soldiers. The western valleys 


pe more gently, but, like the eastern, are the only means 
communication with the plains. and offer such difficulties 


as explain the security of Israol in anciont times, entronchod 
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among hills which, at the best could be reached only by rough 
mountain passes. b The Jew lived, in fact, in a strong moun¬ 
tain fastness stretching like a long wall behind the plain 
beneath. 

The appearance and fertility of this highland region, which, 
alone, was at any time the Holy Land of the Jews, varies in 
different parts. The southern district, below Hebron, is a 
gradual transition from the desert, from which it is approached 
in slow ascent. It was known in Bible times as the Negeb, 
or south country, and is an uninviting tract of barren uplands. 
As we pass north into the hills of Judah and Benjamin there 
is somewhat more fertility, but the landscape is monotonous, 
bare, and uninviting in the extreme, for most of the year. In 
spring, even the bald grey rocks which make up the view are 
covered with verdure and bright flowers, 0 and the ravines 
are filled with torrents of rushing water, but in summer and 
autumn the look of the country from Hebron up to Bethel is 
very dreary and desolate. 1 The flowers vanish with the first 
fierce rays of the summer sun : they are “to-day in the field, 
to-morrow cast into the oven.” The little upland plains, 
which, with their green grass, and green corn, and smooth 
surface, relieve the monotony of the mountain-tops farther 
north, are not found in Judea, and are rare in Benjamin. 
The soil, alike on plain, hill, and glen, is poor and scanty. 
Natural wood disappears, and a few small bushes, brambles, 
or aromatic shrubs, alone appear on the hillsides. 2 “Bounded 
hills, chiefly of a grey colour,” says Dean Stanley—“ grey 
partly from the limestone of which they are formed, partly 
from the tufts of grey shrub with which their sides are 
thinly clothed—their sides formed into concentric rings of 
rock, which must have served in ancient times as supports to 
the terraces, of which there are still traces to the very sum¬ 
mits ; valleys, or rather the meetings of those grey slopes 
with the beds of dry water-courses at their feet—long sheets 
of bare rock laid like flagstones, side by side, along the soil— 
these are the chief features of the greater part of the scenery 
of the historical parts of Palestine. These rounded hills, 
occasionally stretching into long undulating ranges, are for 
the most part bare of wood. Forest and large timber are 
not known.” 3 Fountains arc rare in this district; and wells, 

1 Diet, of Bible, Art. Palestine. 

* Porter, in Cyclo. Bib. Lit., Art. Palestine . 

8 Sinai and Palestine, p. 130. 
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covered cisterns, and tanks cut out in the soft white lime* 
stone, take their place. 

Such are the central and northern highlands of Jndea. In 
the west and north-western parts, which the sea-breezes 
reach, the vegetation is more abundant. Olives abound, and 
give the country in some places almost a wooded appearance. 
The terebinth, with its dark foliage, is frequent, and near 
the site of Kirjath-jearim, “ the city of forests,” thero are some 
thickets of pine and laurel. 1 

But the eastern part of these hills—a tract nine or ten 
miles in width by about thirty-five in length—between the 
centre and the steep descent to the Dead Sea—is, and must 
always have been, in the truest sense a desert. Van de 
Velde well describes it as a bare arid wilderness: an end¬ 
less succession of shapeless yellow and ash-coloured hills, 
without grass or shrubs, without water, and almost without 
life. 2 Another traveller speaks of it as a wilderness of 
mountain-tops, in some places tossed up like waves of mud, 
in others wrinkled over with ravines, like models made of 
crumpled brown paper, the nearer ones whitish, strewn with 
rocks and bushes. 3 Such is the desert or wilderness of 
Judea, the scene of the earlier retirement of John the 
Baptist and the popularly supposed scene of the Temptation 
of our Lord. 

Though thus barren and uninviting as a whole, in our 
day, the universal presence of ruins proves that Judah and 
Benjamin had a teeming population in former ages. Terrace 
cultivation utilized the whole surface, where there was the 
least soil; and in such a climate, with an artificial supply of 
water, luxuriant fertility might be secured everywhere ex¬ 
cept on the bare rock. The destruction of these terraces has 
doubtless allowed much soil to be washed into the valleys, 
and lost, and the cutting down of the natural forests, of which 
there are still traces, must have greatly diminished the supply 
of water. Even in the now utterly barren districts of “ the 
south ” abundant proofs have been discovered that cultivation 
was anciently extensive. 4 The fact that there are no peren¬ 
nial streams in the western wadys, while there are many in 
those trending to the Jordan on both sides, where the forests 
or thick shrubberies of oleanders and other flowering trees 

1 Robinson's Palatine , vol. ii. p. 21. 

* Syria and Palatine , vol. ii. p. 39- * Seddon’s Memoir, p. 204. 

4 The Daert of the Tilt, by E. H. Palmer, pa aim. Quarterly State 
ment of Pal. Ex. Fund , Jan. 1871. 
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still flourish, speaks volumes as to the cause of the present 
sterility. 

Passing northward from Judea, the country gradually 
opens and is more inviting. Rich plains, at first small, hut 
becoming larger as we get north, stretch out between the 
hills, till at last, near Nablous, we reach one a mile broad 
and six miles long. The valleys running west are long, 
winding, and mostly tillable : those on the east are less deep 


and abrupt than farther south, and, 


being 


abundantly 


watered by numerous fountains, are rich in orange groves 
and orchards. Nablous itself is surrounded bv immense 


Nablous itself is 


by immense 


groves of olive-trees, planted on all the hills around. No¬ 
where in Palestine are there nobler brooks of water. 1 The 


rich uplands produce abundant crops of grain when culti¬ 
vated ; yet it is, on the whole, a region specially adapted for 
olives, vineyards, and orchards. 2 The mountains, though 
bare of wood, and but partially cultivated, have none of that 
arid, worn look of those of some parts farther south. 

North-west of the city of Nablous the mountains gradually 
sink down into a wide plain, famous as that of Sharon, 
mostly an expanse of sloping downs, but dotted here and 
there with huge fields of corn and tracts of wood recalling 
the county of Kent, 3 and reaching to the southern slopes of 
Carmel, with their rich woods, and park-like scenery. 

Passing still northward, from Samaria to Galilee, another 
wide plain of great fertility—that of Esdraelon—stretches 
out from the northern side of the luxuriant Carmel. It 


might, under a good government, yield vast crops, but the 
inhabitants are few and poor, and tillage is imperfect.* 1 The 
country now rapidly improves. Vegetation is much more 
luxuriant among the hills of Galilee than elsewhere west of 
the Jordan. Fountains are abundant and copious, and many 
of the torrent beds are never dry. The hills become more 
and more richly wooded with oaks and terebinths, while 
ravines occur here and there thickly clothed, in addition, 
with the maple, arbutus, sumach, and other trees. The hills 
of Judea are barren; those of Samaria have been well com¬ 
pared to the hilly districts south of Scotland; but those of 
Galilee are more like the rich hills of Surrey. Tet the whole 
region is thinly peopled. This highland paradise has far 
fewer inhabitants than even the bleak mountains of Judea, 


1 Rob. Pal., vol. iii, p. 302. 
3 Lord Lindsay , p. 256. 


3 Sinai and Pal., p, 226. 
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where “ for miles and miles, there is often no appearance of 
life, except the occasional goat-herd on the hill-side, or the 
gathering of women at the wells.” 1 

The coast of the Holy Land, as has been said, is a long 
plain. This, on the north, is a mere strip, till near Acre, 
bat it spreads out from that point, into a flat, rich, loamy 
plain, at first only a few feet above the sea level. Corn-tields 
and pasture-lands reach several miles inland. South of 
Carmel it expands into the plain of Sharon, now left bare 
and parched in many parts ; its ancient forests long ago de¬ 
stroyed, except in stray spots, and cultivation little known. 
As we go south, the soil is lighter and drier, and the vegeta¬ 
tion is scantier, till we reach the Shephelah,® or “ low country ” 
of the Bible, the ancient Philistia, which begins in rolling 
downs, and passes into wide-spreading eom-fields and vast 
expanses of loamy soil to the far south. 

The eastern boundary of Palestine is the deep chasm in 
which the Jordan has its channel. The name of that river 


indicates its course: it means “the descender.”* Rising in 

»L " 

the mountains of Lebanon, it flows south, through the marshy 
Lake Merom and the Lake of Galilee, to the Dead Sea, in a 
course of about 150 miles. From the Lake of Galilee, its 


channel is a deep cleft in the mountain range, from north to 
south, and so broken is its current that it is one continued 
rapid. Its bed is so crooked that it has hardly half a mile 
straight; so deep, moreover, is it, below the surface of the 
adjacent country, that it can only be approached by de¬ 
scending one of the steep mountain valleys, and it is invisible 

till near its entrance into the Dead Sea, at a level of 1,317 

feet below that of the Mediterranean. There is no town on 


its banks, and it has in all ages been crossed at the same 
fords; no use can be made of it for irrigation, and no vessel 
can sail the sea into which it pours its waters. It is like no 
other river. 


1 Sinai and Pal., p. 117. 



CHAPTER m. 

PALESTINE AT THE TIME OF CHRIST, 

A T the birth of Christ the striking spectacle presented 

itself, in a degree unknown before or since, of the 
world united under one sceptre. From the Euphrates to the. 
Atlantic; from the mouths of the Rhine to the slopes of the 
Atlas, the Roman Emperor was the sole lord. The Mediter¬ 
ranean was, in the truest sense, a Roman lake. From the 
pillars of Hercules to the mouths of the Nile, on its southern 
shores; from the farthest coast of Spain to Syria, on its 
northern; and thence round to the Nile again, the multitudes 
of men now divided into separate nations, often hostile, 
always distinct, reposed in peace under the shadow of the 
Roman eagles. There might be war on the far eastern 

o _ o 

frontier, beyond the Euphrates, or with the rude tribes in 
the German forests on the north, but the vast Roman world 
enjoyed the peace and security of a great organic whole. 
The merchant or the traveller might alike pass freely from 
land to land; trading vessels might bear their ventures to 
any port, for all lands and all coasts were under the same 
laws, and all mankind, for the time, were citizens of a common 
State. 

At the head of this stupendous empire, a single man, 
Octavianus Caesar—now better known by his imposing title, 
Augustus—ruled as absolute lord. All nations bowed be¬ 
fore him, all kingdoms served him. It is impossible for us, 
in the altered condition of things, to realize adequately the 
majesty of such a position. Rome, itself, the capital of 
this unique empire, was itself unique in those ages. Its 
population, with its suburbs, has been variously estimated; 
some winters, as Lepsius, 1 supposing it to have been eight 
millions, others, like De Quincey, 2 setting it down as not less 
than four millions at the very least, and not impossibly half 
as many more. On the other hand, 3 Merivale gives it as only 

1 Quoted in Diet, of (1 eofj. 3 The Cecsars, p. 2. 

* tiom . Empire , vol. iv, p, 525. 
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half a million, while others 1 make it two millions and a half 
Gibbon estimates it at twelve hundred thousand, and is sun- 
ported in his supposition by Dean Milman. 9 Tho truth lies 
probably between the extremes. lint the unique grandeur of 
Rome was independent of any question as to its size or popula¬ 
tion : the fact that arrested all minds was nit her that a mere 
city should be the resistless mistress of the habitable world. 

Round the office and person of the Ciesar, who only, of all 
rulers, before or since, was in the widest sense a monarch of 
the whole race of men,—that is, one ruling alone, over all 
nations—there necessarily gathered peculiar and incommuni¬ 
cable attributes of grandeur. Like the far-stretching high¬ 
ways which rayed out from the golden milcstouo in the 
Roman Forum to the utmost frontiers, the illimitable majesty 
of the emperor extended to all lands. On the shadowy, re¬ 
sistless, uncertain, but ever-advancing frontiers of a dominion 
which embraced almost the whole habitable world, as then 
known, the commands issued from the imperial city were as 
resistless as in Italy. There were, doubtless, some unknown 
or despised empires or tribes outside the vast circumference 
of the Roman sway, but they were regarded, at tho best, ns 
Britain looks on the wandering hordes or barbarous and 
powerless empires beyoud the limits of her Indinu posses¬ 
sions. Gibbon 1ms set the grandeur of Rome in a vivid 
light, by describing the position of a subject who should 
attempt to flee from the wrath of a Ca'sar. “ The empire of 
the Romans,” says he, “ filled the world, 3 and when that 
empire fell into the hands of a single person, tho world 
became a safe and dreary prison for his enemies. The slave 
of imperial despotism, whether he was condemned to drag 
his gilded chain in Rome and the Senate, or to wear out a 
life of exile on the barren rock of Seripluis,* or on the frozen 
banks of the Danube, b expected his fate in silent despair. 
To resist was fatal, and it was impossible to fly. On every 
side he was oncompossed with a vast extent of sea and land, 
which he could never hope to traverso without being dis¬ 
covered, seized, and restored to his irritated master. Beyond 
tho frontiers, his anxious view could discover nothing except 
the ocean, inhospitable deserts, hostile tribes of barbarians, 
of fierce manners and unknown language, or dependent kings, 

1 Hoeck,ifr>mt>cAe Oeschiehte , vol. ii. p. 131. Conybeare and Howson'a 
Bt. Paul , vol. ii. p. 376. Diet, of Geog., vol. ii. p. 746. 

1 Milman’s Gibbon, vol. iii. p. 120. 

* Decline and Fall, vol. i. p. 133. Ed. 1821. 
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who would gladly purchase the emperor’s protection by the 
sacrifice of an obnoxious fugitive. ‘ Wherever you are,’ said 
Cicero to the exiled Marcellus, ‘ remember that you are 
equally within the power of the conqueror.’ ” 

At the birth of Christ this amazing federation of the world 
into one great monarchy had been finally achieved. Augustus, 
at Rome, was the sole power to which all nations looked. 
His throne, like the “ exceeding high mountain ” of the 
Temptation, showed “ all the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory,” spread out around it far beneath, as the earth lies in 
the light of the sun. No prince, no king, or potentate of any 
name could break the calm which such a universal dominion 
secured—“ a calm,” to use De Quincey’s figure, “ which, 
through centuries, continued to lave, as with the quiet undu¬ 
lations of summer lakes, the sacred footsteps of the Caesarean 
throne.” 1 

It was in such a unique era that Jesus Christ was born. 
The whole earth lay hushed in profound peace. All lands 
lay freely open to the message of mercy and love which He 
came to announce. 

Nor was the social and moral condition of the world at 


large, at the birth of Christ, less fitting for His advent than 

the political. The prize of universal power struggled for 

through sixty years of plots and desolating civil wars, had 

been won at last, by Augustus. Sulla and Marius, Pompey 

and Caesar, had led their legions against each other, alike in 

Italv and the Provinces, and had drenched the earth with 
1 / 

blood. Augustus himself had reached the throne only after 
thirteen years of war, which involved regions wide apart. 
The world was exhausted by the prolonged agony of such a 
strife; it sighed for repose, and perhaps never felt a more 


universal joy than when the closing of the Temple of Janus 
in the twenty-ninth year before Christ announced that at 


last the earth was at peace. 


The religions of antiquity had lost their vitality, and 
become effete forms, without influence on the heart. 0 Philo¬ 


sophy was the consolation of a few—the amusement or 
fashion of others; but of no weight as a moral force among 
men at large. On its best side, that of Stoicism, it had much 
that was lofty, but its highest teaching was resignation to 
fate, and it offered only the hurtful consolation of pride in 
virtue, without an idea of humiliation for vice. On its worst 


1 Works, vol. ix. p. 7. 
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side—that of Epicureanism—it exalted self-indulgence ns tho 
highest end. Faith in the great truths of natural religion 
was well-nigh extinct. Sixty-three years before the birth of 

Christ, 1 Julius Ceesar, at that time the Chief Pontiff of Rome, 

■ 

and, as such, the highest functionary of the state religion, 
and the official authority in religious questions, opcnlv pro¬ 
claimed in his speech in the Senate, in reference to Catiline 
and his fellow-conspirators—that there was no such thing ns 
a future life; no immortality of the soul. He opposed the 
execution of the accused on the ground that their crimes 
deserved the severest punishments, and that, therefore, they 
should be kept alive to endure them, since death was in 
reality an escape from suffering, not an evil. “ Death,” said 
he, “ is a rest from troubles to those in grief and misery, not 
a punishment; it ends all the evils of life; for there is 
neither care nor joy beyond it.” 3 

Nor was there any one to condemn such a sentiment even 
from such lips. Cato, the ideal Roman, a man whose aim 
it was to “fulfil all righteousness,” in the sense in which he 
understood it, passed it over with a few words of light banter; 
and Cicero, who was also present, did not care to give either 
assent or dissent, but left the question open as .one which 
might be decided either way, at pleasure/ 

Morality was entirely divorced from religion, as may be 
readily judged by the fact that the most licentious rites had 
their temples, and male and female ministrants. In Juvenal's 
words, “the Syrian Orontes had flowed into the Tiber,” 3 
and it brought with it the appalling immorality of the East. 
Doubtless, here and there, throughout the empire, the light 
of holy traditions still burned on the altars of many a house¬ 
hold ; 4 but it availed nothing against the thick moral night 
that had settled over the earth at large. The advent of 
Christ was the breaking of the “ day spring from on high” 
through a gloom that had been gathering for ages; a great 
light dawning on a world which lay in darkness, and in the 
shadow of death. 

To understand the condition of things in the Holy Land 
in the lifetime of Jesus, it is necessary to notice the history 
of the reign that was closing at His birth, for religious and 
political affairs acted and reacted on tho spirit of the nation 
as only two phases of the same thing. 

1 According to the usual reckoning. * Sallust, Bell. Cat., chap li. 

* Sat., iii. 62. 

4 Renan, Lee Apotree, p. 306. Plntarch, Demotthene*, p. 9. 
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The reign of Alexander JannamsJ of the Maccaba?an or 


Asmonean line, had been marked by the bitterest persecu¬ 
tions of the Pharisaic party, whose insolence and arrogant 
claims had caused the kins* to throw himself into the hands 



After his death these disputes 


continued under Queen Alexandra, 2 who favoured the Phari¬ 
sees, but the disquiet culminated, after her death, in the lar 
worse evil of a civil war between her two sons, the elder, 


Kyreanus, a weak, indolent man ; the younger, Aristobulus, 
on the other hand, bold and energetic. Hyrcanus had been 
made high priest, and Aristobulus had been kept from all 
power during Alexandra’s life—the Pharisaic party them¬ 
selves holding the reins of government; but she was hardly 
dead before Aristobulus forced his brother to resign the 
throne, to which he had succeeded, and left him only the 
high priesthood. Hyrcanus would, apparently, have quietly 
acquiesced in this change, but the evil genius of Aristobulus 
and of the nation was present in the person of an influential 
Kdomite,® Antipater, who had gained tho confidence of 
Hy roanus. Stirred up by this crafty intriguer, the elder 
brother re-claiincd the throne—Arab allies were called in— 


Jerusalem was besieg 3 d, and both the brothers appealed 
to the Roman generals in Syria for a decision between 
them.* As the result, Fompey, then commanding in the 
Past, appeared on the scene, in the year 63 B.c. ; got posses¬ 
sion of the country by craft; stormed the Temple, which 
held out lor Aristobulus, and inaugurated a new era in 
Palestine. The Pharisees had hoped that both of the 
brothers would be put aside, and the theocracy, which meant 
their own rule, restored; but Pompey, while withholding the 
name of king, set up Hyrcanus as high pi-iest and ruler, 
under the title of ethnarch. All the conquests of the 
Maccabncans were taken from him: the country was re¬ 
distributed in arbitrary political divisions ; the defences of 
Jerusalem thrown down, and the nation subjected to tribute 
to Rome. This itself would have been enough to kindle a 
deep hatred to their new masters, but the seeds of a still 
more profound enmity were sown, even at this first step in 
Roman occupation, by Pompey and his staff insisting on 
entering the Holy of Holies, and thus committing what 
seemed to the Jew the direst profanation of his religion. 

Antipatcr had allied himself from tho first with Rome, 


1 b.c. 105-78. 


® b.c, 78—69. 
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as the strongest, and was now the object of furious hatred. 
The nation had supposed that Pompey came as a friend, to 
heal their dissensions, but found that he remained as their 
master. Their independence was lost, and Antipater had 
been the cause of its ruin. It is perhaps of him that the 
author of the Psalms of Solomon speaks when lie says, 
“ Why sittest thou, the unclean one, in the Sanhedrim, ami 
thy heart is far from the Lord, and thou stirrest up with thy 
sins the God of Israel ? ” Treachery, hypocrisy, adultery, 
and murder are charged against him, and he is compared to 
a biting serpent. 1 Yet the guilt of the people, it is owned, 
had brought these calamities oil them. Through this, the 
ram had battered the holy walls, the Holy of Holies had 
been profaned, the noblest of the Sanhedrim slain, and their 
sons and daughters carried off captive to the West, to grace 
Pompey’s triumph. At the thought of this the Psalmist, is 
still more cast down, and humbles himself in the dust before 
the retributive hand of Jehovah. 2 

But there was no peace for Israel. War lingered on the 
southern borders, and in B.C. 57 Alexander, the son of Aristo- 
bulus, once more overthrew the government of Hyrcanus 
and Antipater, but the Romans forthwith came in force, und 
crushed the revolt by another conquest of Jerusalem. In 
this campaign a cavalry colonel, Mark Antony, so especially 
distinguished himself, that the keen-sighted Antipater, seeing 
he had a great future, formed friendly relations with him, 
which led to the weightiest results in later years. 

Hyrcanus and his favourite were now again in power, but 
they had a troubled life. The people rose again and again, 
only to be as constantly crushed. In B.C. 56, Aristobulus, 
who had escaped from Rome, began the war once more, and 
the next year, his son Alexander made another vain revolt. 
In B.C. 52, when the Parthians had revenged themselves by 
the destruction of the legions of Crassus—who, in time of 
peace, had plundered the Temple to fill his own treasures— 
the Jews rose still once more, but Cassius, who had escaped 
with the wreck of the army of Crassus from the Parthian 
horsemen, soon crushed the insurrection, and Antipater 
emerged as, at last, the unfettered lord of the country. 3 

The civil war which broke out, in the year 49, between 
Pompey and Caesar, for a time promised a change. Judea, 
like all the East, adhered to Pompey, and Caesar therefore 

1 Pa. Salom., iv. * Pa. Salom., ii. 1, 2 ; viii. 15, 18 ; xvii. 14, etc. 

• Jos., Ant., xiv. 7. 3. 
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set the imprisoned Aristobulus free, and gave him two legions 
to clear his native country of the adherents of his rival. 
Antipater and Hyrcanus already trembled at the thought of 
a popular revolt, supported by Rome, when news came that 
Aristobulus had suddenly died—no doubt of poison—and 
that his son Alexander had been beheaded, in Antioch, by 
Pompey’s orders. 1 Antipater had thus managed to get his 
enemies out of the way. When Pompey’s cause was finally 
crushed, next year, 2 at Pharsalia, Hyrcanus and Antipater, 
like the princes round them, were in a false position. Six 
weeks later, 3 Pompey lay murdered on the Egyptian sands. 
Meanwhile, Caesar, who had landed in Egypt, at the head of 
hardly 4,000 men, to settle the disputes for the throne of 
that country, was attacked by the native soldiery and the 
restless population of Alexandria, and reduced to the most 
desperate straits. At this moment a motley army of Eastern 
vassals came to his relief, anxious to efface at the earliest 
opportunity the remembrance of their relations to Pompey. 
It included hordes of Arabs from Damascus, and bands of 
Itureans from beyond Jordan, but its strength lay in 3,000 
chosen troops brought by Antipater. The strange host was 
nominally commanded by Mithridates of Pergamos, a bastard 
of the great Mithridates, but Antipater was the real head. 
He induced the Bedouin leaders on the opposite side to 
withdraw, and persuaded the Egyptian Jews to supply Caesar 
with provisions. After fierce fighting, the Roman fortune 
triumphed, and Caesar, now enamoured of Cleopatra, then 
one-and-twenty years of age, remained conqueror. Alexan¬ 
dria was heavily punished: the Egyptian Jews received 
extensive privileges, 4 but the affairs of Palestine were left to 
be settled when Caesar came back from Pontus, in Asia 
Minor, to which he had been summoned to repel an invasion 
from Armenia. 

On his return to Syria, in the autumn of the year 47, 
Antipater hastened to meet him, as did also Antigonus, a 
son of Aristobulus. But the wounds of Antipater, received 
in rescuing Caesar from destruction, weighed more than the 
hereditary claims of Antigonus, who, feeling this, fled to the 
Parthians, to seek the aid which Rome refused. In other 
respects, the Jews were treated in the friendliest way. Those 
of Lesser Asia were confirmed in the privilege of unchecked 


1 Job., Ant., xiv. 7. 4. 
* Sep. 28 . 


3 Aug. 9, b.c. 48. 

* Bell. Jud., ii. 18. 7. 0 . Apion, ii. 4. 5. 



30 


TEE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


remittance of their Temple contributions to Jerusalem. 
Their synagogues were put under the protection ol' the 
Temple laws, and they were once more granted immunity 
from all demands for public service on the Sabbath, and on 
the preparation-day, from the sixth hour. 1 In Palestine, 
Hyrcanus was sanctioned as high priest; the live divisions 
of the land previously made were put aside, and the whole 
united under Antipater, as procurator. 2 The Jews in till the 
towns of Syria and Phenieia were put on the same favoured 
footing as those of the Holy Land itself. No troops were to 
be raised in Judea, nor any Roman garrisons introduced. 
The Temple tax and the Roman dues were regulated accord¬ 
ing to Jewish usage. Hyrcanus, as high priest, received the 
rank of a Roman senator, and was made hereditary cthnareh, 
with the right of life and death, and of legal decision on all 
questions of ritual. Still more, the right was granted to 
fortify Jerusalem again, and Antipater, for his own reward, 
was made a Roman citizen, with freedom from taxes on his 
property. The Idumean dynasty may be said to have begun 
from this date, as the procuratorship granted to Aniipater 
made him henceforth independent of Hyrcanus. All these 
concessions he took care to have forthwith confirmed at 
Rome, and graven on plates of brass. 

These diplomatic successes, however, failed to make 
Antipater popular. He assumed some of the? public duties 
of Hyrcanus, to show the Sanhedrim that the civil power 
had been rightly transferred from the incapable hands of 
the high priest. Cut the suspicion sank ever deeper in the 
popular mind, that the final setting aside of the Mnecabiean 
family was designed, and it w r as even said that the Kssene 
Menahem had told Herod, Antipater’s son, years before, as 
he met him on the street, that he would grow up to be the 
scourge of the Maccabteans, and would in the end wear the 
crown of David. 3 Yet Hyrcanus could not shake himself 
free, even had he had the energy to do so, for he needed the 
help of the alien to protect him against his own family. His 
daughter Alexandra had lost, on his account, both husband 
aud father-in-law, by foul or legal murder. His nephew, 
Antigonus, lived in a foreign land as a claimant of the 
throne; his grand-children were the orphans of Alexander, 
who had fallen under the axe of the headsman. The house 

1 Ant., xvi. 6. 2; xiv. 10. 6. 

a Ant., xiv. 8. 3. Bell. Jnd., i. 10. 3. irirpoiros ev i/te\i]T It. 

* Ant., xv. 10. 6. 
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of the Idnmean, the alien in Israel, was nearer to him than 
his own flesh and blood. 

Antipater, in accordance with the tradition of his house, 
had married a daughter of the Bedouins—the fair Kypros—• 
to preserve the connection with the sheikhs of the desert 
bv which his father had grown rich. She bore him four 

•J O _____ 

sons, Phasael, Herod, Joseph, and Pheroras, and a daughter, 
Salome. Of these, Antipater, as ruler of the country, named 
Phasael governor of Jerusalem, and Herod—a young man 
of twenty-five—he sent to Galilee, to put down the bands of 
desperadoes, who thickly infested it, half robbers, half reli¬ 
gious zealots, fighting against the hated Romans. Herod 

C J o o ^ o ^ ^ 

was well qualified to maintain the honour of his house. He 
was a fearless rider, and no one threw the spear so straight 
to the mark, or shot his arrow so constantly into the centre. 
Even in later years, when strength and agility begin to fail 
in most, he w r as known to have killed fortv wild beasts in 

" «y 

one day’s hunting. Herod took prisoner Hezekiah, the 
dreaded leader of the “ robbers,” and his whole band, and 
put them all to death. But his success only enraged the 
patriots of Jerusalem. In violation of the right put ex¬ 
clusively into the hands of Hyrcanus, as high priest, by 
Ctesar, he had slain free Jews—and these, men fighting for 
the Law, and against the heathen intruders into the heritage 
of Jehovah ; and the Sanhedrim—the high council—forced 
their nominal leader, whose legal prerogative had been thus 
invaded, to summon the offender before them. Herod obeyed, 
after having made Galilee safe, but appeared with a powerful 
escort; and at the same time, a message was sent by the pro- 
consul of Syria not to injure him. He would, however, have 
been sentenced to death, had not Hyrcanus left the chair, and 
counselled his young friend to leave Jerusalem. Gnashing 
his teeth, Herod rode off to Damascus, to the proconsul, 
from whom he shortly after bought the governorship of 
Caele-Syria and Samaria, for which, as a Roman citizen, he 
was qualified, returning soon after, with a strong force to 
Jerusalem, to avenge the insult offered him. But, at the 
entreaty of his father, whom his boldness confirmed in 
authority, he withdrew, without violence. 

All Palestine was now in the hands of Herod’s house, for 
Antipater ruled Judea, and Herod himself was over Samaria 
and Ocelc-Syria. The Roman generals were uncertain whom 
to follow. Caesar’s fortunes seemed waning in Africa. Bassus, 
one of Pompcy’s party, seized Tyre, and sought to scduco 
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the soldiers of Sextus Co'sar, the Syrian proconsul. Antipnter 
sent a mixed force, and Herod led the cavalry of Samaria, to 
the proconsul’s help. Bass us was beaten, but Sextus CVsar 
himself was murdered by his own soldiers, and for two years 
Phasael and Herod had to maintain a dillieult war. At last, 


in the year 44, the news came, when all 
Caesar in the East, that he was murdered. 


were expecting 
The schemes of 


Herod’s family seemed ruined. 


Thing’s, however, soon righted themselves. Antony began 
to play a leading part in Rome, and had all the edicts of 
Caesar confirmed, to prevent hopeless confusion. Interest 
led Antipater for the time to join Cassius, Caesar’s murderer. 
Herod won favour as the first to pay him the war tax of 
about £150,000, levied on Galilee. 1 Antipater showed equal 
zeal; but when the people were too poor to pay the enormous 
sum demanded, Cassius sold their sons and daughters as 


slaves, to make it up. Feeling Herod's usefulness, the 
republican leader, on leaving Judea, named him procurator 
of Cade-Syria, and gave him also military power over all 
Judea, promising him the crown, if all went well. The 
Idumean family were still on the top of the tide. But 


Antipater’s course was run. Shortly beforo the Feast of 
Tabernacles, in the year 43, he died of poison given him in 
his wine. The murderer was well known—a follower of 


Hyrcanus, Malichus by name—who wished to excito insur¬ 
rection in the Muecabecau’s favour, against the Romans and 
their Idumean viceroy. Herod and his brother, with well- 
acted craft, feigned friendliness with him, till, a year later, 
they got .him into their power, and mnrdered him, in turn, 
with the help of Cassius. Hyrcanus kissed the hands of his 
new master, and cursed the murdered man as the enemy of 
hiR country ! 2 

The year 43 closed with wild troubles all over the land. 
The son of Malichus on the south, and Antigonus on the 
north, invaded the land; but Herod overthrow them both. 
The weak Hyrcanus, who still dreaded the house of Aristo- 
bulus, received the conqueror in Jerusalem, with childish 
gratituae. Herod availed himself of this to ask Mariamne, 
daughter of Alexander, whom Pompey had beheaded, and 
grand-daughter of Hyrcanns himself, in marriage. He had 
already one wife, Doris, who had borne him a son, Antipater; 
but she woe now sent away, and went off to bring up her son 


* Bell. J„d.. i. 11. 3. 


• Bell. Jud., i. 11. 8. 
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in deadly hatred of the Maccahaean family, who had taken 
her young husband from her. 

The hopes of the Jewish patriots revived once more after 
the battle of Philippi, in the autumn of the year 42. It was 
left to Antony to pay the soldiers, after the battle, what had 
been promised them; and to raise the vast sums required, 
by war taxes and the sale of titles, 1 he moved towards Asia 
Here a deputation of Jews protesting against Herod and 
Phasael’s government waited on him; but Herod had always 
been friendly to the Romans, and was better provided with 
money than the people. Antony, for his part, hated the 
Jews, and liked Herod, as the son of an old comrade, with 
whom, eighteen years before, he had fought against the very 
people who now accused his son before him. Hyrcanus him¬ 
self appeared in Ephesus on behalf of the two brothers, and 
they themselves played their part so well that they were not 
only confirmed in their own positions, but received substantial 
favours besides. 

Antony was one of those undisciplined natures which 
revolutionary times produce—a man of powerful but neg¬ 
lected parts, who had grown up in the shattered and utterly 
immoral Roman world; unbridled in his passions, and, 
amidst all the energy of his will, without moral restraint. 
When in Egypt, as colonel of horse, he had for the first time 
seen Cleopatra, then fourteen years old, but already flirting 
with the son of Pompey. In the years B.c. 46 to 44 she was 

in Caesar’s gardens at Rome as that great man’s 


living 


amongst 


the most 


mistress, and there Antony had been 
zealous in paying her honour. After Caesar’s death he had 
done her service, and tried to get her son Caesarion put on 
the list of Caesar’s heirs. But, like Herod, she had been 
forced to go to war against Antony, because the camp of 
Cassius was nearer than that of his opponent. For this she 
was summoned before him, and made her appearance at 
Tarsus, in Cilicia, in the summer of 41. She was now twenty- 
eight, but still in the bloom of her beauty, and displayed her 
charms so effectively that Antony was forthwith her slave. 
His worst deeds begin from the time he met her. To please 
her he caused her sister to be dragged out of a temple in 
Miletus and murdered, and he put to death all she chose to 
denounce. She herself hastened to Egypt, whither Antony 
panted to follow her. 


1 Dio Cassiua, xlviii. 24 


4 
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In Antioch, in Syria, in the antuinn of the same year, he 
would have put to death a Jewish deputation sent to protest 
against the two brothers, had not Herod prevented him. 
The two were, moreover, appointed tetrarelis, with all for¬ 
mality. At Tyre, to which lie had advanced, thousands of 
Jews threw themselves in his way with loud, persistent, 
fanatical cries that he should depose the brothel's. Angry 
before, he was now furious, and set his troops on them and 
hewed them down, killing even the prisoners taken. He then 
moved on to spend the winter with Cleopatra. 

Throughout Judea and even in Egypt the deepest des¬ 
pondency reigned among the Jews. The advent of the 
Messiah was to be preceded by times of darkness and trouble, 
and so gloomy seemed the state of tilings then prevailing 
that it appeared as if the long-expected One must be close 
at hand. The belief or, at least, hope, found expression in 
the writings of the day. The Jewish Sibylline Books, com¬ 
posed in Egypt in these years, predicted that “ when Home 
once rules over Egypt, then will the greatest of the king¬ 
doms, that of the Immortal King, appear among men, and 
a Holy Lord shall come, who will rule all the countries of 
the earth through all ages, as time flows on.” 1 

In Palestine there was great excitement. After their 
bloody inauguration into their office by Antony, the two 
tetrarchs, Phasael and Herod, could count on few faithful 
subjects, and a new storm soon rose from the East which 
threatened to destroy them. Since they had sold themselves 
to the Romans, the exiled Maceabiean prince had conspired 
more eagerly with the Parthians, and had been supported 
in his appeal by Roman exiles of the party of Brutus and 
Cassius. The Parthians hesitated long, but at last the 
rumour came that they were preparing for war. Jerusalem 
trembled, for the Euphrates was undefended, and there were 
still garrisons of the republicans, which could not be trusted, 
all through Syria. The action of Antony in such o crisis was 
impatiently aw aited; but feasting and pleasures reigned in 
Alexandria. The queen played at dice with the Triumvir; 
drank and hunted with him; wandered through the streets 
by night with him, playing rough tricks; she, dressed as a 
Bervant-woman, he, as a servant-man. Sho let him escape 
her neither by night nor day. Her extravagance was un¬ 
paralleled; at a dinner she drank crushed pearls, that the 

1 Sib., iii. 49-62. Hilgenfeld, Die Jiidische Apokalyptik, p. 63 IT. 
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cost of a meal might come to a million sestertii, 1 as she had 
wagered it would. There was no end of her light follies, to 
amuse him; she had foreign pickled fish hung by divers on 
his hooks as he fished, and induced the senator Plancus 
to dance as Glaucus, naked, at one of her banquets, painted 
blue, his head wreathed with sea-weed, and waving a tail 
behind him, as he went gliding on all fours. 3 The costliest 
meals were at all times ready in the castle, for the cook never 
knew when they would need to be served up. 

Sunk in this sensual indulgence, Antony left it to the 
proconsul of Syria to defend that province, till forced, in 
the spring of the year 40, to go to Greece, to manage a war 
which his' wife had stirred up, to draw him away from 
Cleopatra. Meanwhile, Asia Minor was overrun by the 
Parthians, and Phasael and Herod saw themselves exposed 
to an early inroad, against which they were helpless. 

And now, to use the fine figure of Hausrath, 3 there rose 
again before Hyrcanus, as if from some long-disused church¬ 
yard, the ghost of that dynastic question which for thirty 
years had haunted the palace, and could not be laid. His 
nephew Antigonus came from Chalcis, 8 where he had been 
living with a relative, and obtained help from the Parthian 
leader, on the promise of giving him 1,000 talents 4 and 500 
wives, if he were restored to the throne. At Carmel, Anti¬ 
gonus was greeted with shouts, as king, and he hastened on 
to Jerusalem, where part of the people joined him. The 
tetrarchs succeeded in driving him and his adherents into 
the Temple, and shutting them up in it: but daily fights 
took place in the streets, and, as Pentecost was near, and 
crowds of armed and half-armed pilgrims arrived in the city, 
the brothers were, in their turn, shut up in their palace, 
from which, however, their soldiers made constant sallies, 
butchering the crowds like sheep. At last the cup-bearer of 
the Parthian prince came to the gate with 500 cavalry, ask¬ 
ing entrance as a mediator between the factions, and was 
admitted by Phasael, who was even weak enough to let him¬ 
self be persuaded to set out for the Parthian head-quarters, 
taking Hyrcanus with him, to conclude arrangements foi 
peace. At Ptolemais 6 they found themselves prisoners, and 
were soon after fettered and put in confinement. Herod, 
meanwhile, had refused to listen to similar treacherous invi* 

1 About £8,340. * Plut., Ant., 29. Yellei, Pat., vol. ii. p. 83. 

* Yol. i. p. 198. 4 £243,000 (Attic talents). 6 Acre. 
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tations, and having mounted hie family on mules by night, 
set off with them, in the darkness, towards the strong for¬ 
tress Masada, on the Dead Sea, where his brother Joseph had 
command, reaching it only after terrible fighting in tho 
passes of the hills. Leaving his women behind in safely, and 
taking his men with him, he now fled towards Edom; but 
as he had no money, the sheikhs of Mount Seir refused to 
receive him. 1 

In the meantime the Parthians had thrown off the mask in 
Jerusalem, had plundered the city, 2 and were sweeping like 
a devouring fire through the land, proclaiming Antigonus 
everywhere as king. In the camp, Hyrcanus was the first 
to do homage to the new sovereign, but Antigonus flew at 
him, and with his own teeth bit off his ears, to unfit him for 
ever for the high priesthood, and then sent him beyond tho 
Euphrates as a prisoner. Pliasael escaped further insult by 
a voluntary death. Deprived of weapons, he beat out his 
brains against the walls of his dungeon. Antigonus now 
assumed the name of Mattathias, from the founder of the 
Maccabeean family,—and the titles of high priest and king. 
But his position was insecure, for Masada still held out, and 
was defended by Joseph, Herod’s brother, for two years, till 
Herod relieved it. The barbarities of the Parthians, more¬ 
over, undermined his authority. On their small horses of 
the steppes they scoured the country in troops, mangling the 
men, maltreating the women, burning down whole towns, 
and torturing even the defenceless. No wonder that, though 
a Parthian never watered his horse in the Jordan after the 


year b.c. 38, the memory of these mounted hordes lingered 
in the minds of the people, so that even St. John introduces 
them in the Apocalypse, as a symbol of the plagues of the 
final judgment, which were to destroy a third part of men. 3 

Herod, repelled from Idumea, fled to Egypt, which Antony 
had left at the beginning of the year 40. Cleopatra, how¬ 
ever, gave him a friendly and oven distinguished welcome, 


thinking she could win him over to her service, and use him 
as general against the Parthians. But Herod had higher 
nims. Braving the danger of autumn storms, he set sail for 
Rome, was shipwrecked off Rhodes, built a new trireme with 
borrowed money, reached Italy soon after, and on getting to 


Rome found there both Octavian and Antony. Before them 


he had his cause pleaded so skilfully that the Senate unani- 


1 Jos., Ant., xiv. 13. 9. 


* d.c. 40. 
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monsly appointed him King of Judea, 1 and lie was formally 
installed in the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, with the usual 
heathen sacrifices. Seven days later he was on his way back 
to Palestine, and the cause of Antigonus was doomed. This 
new dignity, however, carried in its bosom the seeds of all 
Herod's future misery. Hyrcanns, though disqualified for- 
being high priest, could yet be ethnarch, and his grand-child 
Aristobulus, brother to Mariamne, Herod’s betrothed, was 
alive. Herod’s kingship was a wrongful usurpation of the 
rights of both. 

Meanwhile, the position of Antigonus was getting des¬ 
perate. The cruelties of the Parthians, the failure to take 
Masada, and a fresh outbreak on a great scale, in Galilee 
and on the lake of Gennesareth, of zeal against the heathen 
oppressors of the land, had turned the Rabbis and the San¬ 
hedrim, hitherto his supporters, against him. Nor were the 
people more friendly. As he left the Temple on the Day of 
Atonement, accompanied by a crowd, to conduct him to his 
palace, the multitude turned away to follow two Rabbis who 
chanced to pass. 2 Yet Herod was still, in the eyes of the 
nation, only “ the servant of the Asmoneans.” 3 

Herod began the war against Antigonus with the as¬ 
surance of Roman help, but Silo, the Roman general, let 
himself be bribed by Antigonus, and Herod had to struggle 
single-handed. The Romans only plundered Jericho, and 
quartered themselves idly on the nation at large. Herod 
had to turn against the zealots of Galilee, since he could get 
no help towards more serious efforts ; and he soon extirpated 
them. The Parthians, however, by this time had been driven 
out of Asia Minor and Syria, and finally crushed, in a great 
battle on the Euphrates. Two new legions were now free to 
aid Herod, but their general, like Silo, cared only for making 
money, and, like him, took a bribe from Antigonus. In the 
meantime, Joseph, Herod’s brother, fell in battle, and this 
roused Herod, who was always faithful to his family, to fury. 
With only a nondescript army he burst on Galilee and Judea, 
and drove the Maccabeeans before him like chaff. Except 
Jerusalem, the whole land was now his, and he set himself to 
the task of taking the capital. For two years, with only 
raw recruits who knew nothing, veterans who had forgotten 
everything, Itureans who took his pay and did as little as 

1 b.c. 40. * Jima, 72. 

8 He is called this in the Talmud, Sanh., 19 a.b. Baba Bathra, 3 b, 
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possible for it, and treacherous 1 allies, he had fought against 
a fanatical people, who turned every hamlet and cavern into 
a fortress. It needed a genius and a superhuman energy 
like his to triumph in such a war. In the early spring of 

37 u.C. he proceeded to invest Jerusalem, but 1 hought it 

politic, before the siege actually began, to go to Samaria and 
marry Mariamne, the grand-daughter of Hyrcanus, his rival 
and enemy. The Samaritans, in their hatred of the Maeca- 
baean dynasty, had h been Herod’s devoted supporters in the 
war; 2 and he had honoured their loyalty by placing his 
bride, and the rest of his family, in their keeping, at Samaria, 
when it first broke out. He was no sooner married than the 


work of blood once more began.. Jerusalem was besieged by 
his army of Samaritans, friendly Jews, wild Idumeans, and 
mercenaries fi-om Phenicia and Lebanon, a and fell on the 
10th of June, 4 after a fierce struggle, which was followed by 
wild pillage and slaughter. Antigonus was taken prisoner, 
and was put to death by the Roman general, at Herod’s en- 
traty, after he had suffered the outrage, hitherto unknown 
towards a prince, of being scourged like a slave. Thus 
another Asmonean was out of the way. The family had 
reigned 126 years. Herod was now really king. A great 
bribe to the Roman army freed the country of the bimlen of 
the Roman support, and the misery of its lawlessness. A 
bloody proscription, after the pattern of that of the Roman 
triumvirate, mowed down all enemies within the city, the 
gates of which were closed till the executions were ended. 


In the midst of this, Antony, once more beside Cleopatra, in 
Egypt, and needing endless wealth for their mutual prodi¬ 
galities. sent a demand to all the kingdoms he controlled,— 
Judea amongst others,—for a vast sum of money. Herod 

O 7 * 

had only an empty treasury; a country strewn with ruins 
and smoking heaps; and, moreover, it was the Sabbath year, 
in which the laws made by Ciesar prohibited the levying any 
tax. 5 The proscription had therefore to be made ft means of 
raising funds, as had been done by Octavian and Antony, at 


Rome. 


Forty-five of his richest opponents were put to 


death, and their property confiscated so ruthlessly, that even 
their coffins were searched at the city gates for jewels or 
money. Many were glad to escape death by giving up all 


» IMl. Jud., i. 17. 1-3. Ant., xiv. 15. 3, 4, 10. 1 Ant , xiv. 15. 4, 14 

* Ant., xiv. 16. 1, 3, 4 ; xv. 7. 10. Ut il. Jud., i. 17. 6. 
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they had. “The oppression and tyranny had no limit,” says 
Josephus. 1 Herod, however, was none the.ncher, for he had 
to send off the whole crown treasures of the Asmoneans to 
Laodicea, to help to make up the amount demanded from 
him. 

1 Ant., xv, 2, 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE BEIGN OF HEROD. 


rpHE position of Herod was difficult in the extreme. He 

had everything to reorganize. 1 Galilee lay exhausted 
by brigandage, entire towns were unpeopled, as Lydda, 
Thamna, Gophna, and Emmaus, whose inhabitants had been 
sold by Cassius as slaves. 2 Jericho had been taken and 
plundered once and again : five towns round it lay in rubbish 
and ashes; Marissa had been burned down by the Parthians ; 3 
and in the midst of all, the bleeding land had to be harried 
afresh, to satisfy Cleopatra and her slave, Antony. But the 
genius of Herod erelong built up a strong government out of 
this chaos, surrounding himself with his old friends, and 
ruthlessly crushing his enemies. Filling posts, where needful 
or desirable, with foreigners of any nation, he yet strove to 
keep on a good footing wuth the Rabbis and the Pharisee 
party at large, but gradually took from their Sanhedrim and 
schools the legal and civil powers they had exercised, leaving 
them the control only of municipal and ecclesiastical details. 
A high priest was appointed, 6uch as the times seemed to 
demand. No native could be trusted; Hyrcanus, who still 
survived in Babylon, w r as disqualified; Aristobulus, the king’s 
brother-in-law, was too young, dnd Herod was a born Idu- 
mean. A Rabbi from Babylon was therefore selected, ns 
likely to give no trouble, but the rule was introduced, as an 
extra precaution, that the office should, henceforth, be held, 
by any one, only for ashort time. Hyrcanus was wiled from 
the East 4 that Herod might have him in his own power, and 
prevent his being played off against him in case of another 
Parthian war. 

But Herod’s position was a fatal one. Willing to treat his 
subjects well, Rome, to whom he owed his crown, forced him 
to oppress them. He wished to reign as a Jew, but he had 

1 b.c. 37. * Bell. Jud ., i. 11. 2. Ant., xiv. 11. 9. 

• Bell. Jud., i. 13. 9. Ant., xiw. 15. 12. Bell. Jud , i. 16. 4. 
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made a thank-offering in the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus 
for the crown. He knew that he could be popular only by 
observing the Law, but his being king at all was illegal. He 
Mattered the Rabbis, but they were his deadliest enemies. 
Yet all this was little to the troubles which his ambition had 
prepared for him in his own household. Had he founded an 
entirely new dynasty, his relations would have been on his 
side, and he could have relied on a party. But he had been 
unwise enough to marry into the family he had overthrown, 
in the hope of gaining a colour of legitimacy for his reign; 
and in doing so he had at once failed to appease the injured, 
and had brought his mortal enemies round him, as his rela¬ 
tions. The marriage with Mariamne, by which he hoped to 
strengthen his title, carried with it his keenest indictment. 
In Aristobulus, his brother-in-law, he saw' only a rival, and 
he betook himself to the usual remedy of tyrants—murder— 
to make himself safe. But this only made his position so much 
the w'orse, for his best-loved wife knew that he had murdered 
her brother, and their very children had more right to the 
throne than himself. His suspicions were thus roused at his 
every step, in his own palace, and could only be appeased by 
fresh crimes. He raged against his own flesh and blood, and 
made himself wretched as a man, to be secure as a king. 1 

Towards the close of the year 2 a great disaster befell the 
Triumvir, Antony. His troops, deserted by their barbarous 
allies, had to retreat from Media, marching for twenty-seven 
days through a wasted country, pursued by the Parthians, 
and often in want of food or w r ater. Twenty thousand foot, 
and four thousand horse, perished, and all the army train was 
lost, before he reached the Araxes, on the Caspian Sea, and 
eight thousand more died before he got to Sidon on the sea- 
coast. Here he waited for Cleopatra, who was alarmed at 
hearing that his wife Octavia was coming to meet him, and, 
pretending that she would die if he deserted her, so un¬ 
manned him that he left his army to his officers and went 
off with her to Egypt.'” 5 He w r as now entirely in her hands, 
and the neighbouring powers soon felt the results. 

Alexandra, the mother of Mariamne and Aristobulus, was 
sorely aggrieved that her son should not have been made 
high priest, as was his right, and plotted with a crafty officer 
of Antony’s suite, then at Jerusalem, to get Antony to help 

her in the matter. He asked and got the portraits of both 

% 

1 IIauiti'ath , vol. i.pp. 214, 215. 2 u.c. 3G. * Plutarch, Antony , 
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brother and sister to send to his master, but it was with the 
design of getting Antony enamoured of Mariamne and of 
thus raising a rival to Cleopatra, and his scheme succeeded. 
Antony fell in love with the Jewish queen, and was onlr 
kept from acting on his passion by liis fear of the jealousy of 
his Egyptian mistress. He confined himself for the time to 
asking Herod to send the boy to him. 

Herod was alarmed, and induced Antonv to withdraw his 
request, which lie said would lead to a revolt if granted : but 
seeing how things stood, he deposed the high priest and 
appointed Aristobulus, then seventeen, in his place. 1 Un¬ 
fortunately for the lad, the Jews hailed his elevation with 
delight. The result was, that Herod, soon after, got him held 
under the water in a bath, at Jericho, till he was drowned, 
and pretended it was an accident. 

Alexandra and Mariamne, knowing the truth, thirsted for 
revenge, and plotted with Cleopatra to obtain it. She on 
her part was anxious to get hold of Judea, and only used the 
plotters for this end. Herod was summoned before Antonv, 2 
but he ordered, before he left, that should he not return, 
Alexandra should be put to death as a punishment, and 
Mariamne also killed, to prevent her falling into the hands 
of Antony. Unfortunately for all, this was told them in his 
absence, and Mariamne, roused to frenzy, greeted him, on 
his coming back, with an outburst of the long pent-up hatred 
she felt at his crimes. Alexandra was forthwith thrown into 
chains; his sister Salome’s husband, who had betrayed the 
secret, was put to death; Mariamne, whom he passionately 
loved, was spared a little longer. 

Other troubles, from outside, now, for a time, thrust the 
domestic miseries into the background. Herod had dis¬ 
covered Cleopatra’s designs, which were to get all the country, 
from Egypt to Syria, for herself. Antony was to be per¬ 
suaded on one pretext or other, to dethrone the different 
rulers. She did actually get him to put Lysanias, the ruler 
of the Lebanon district, to death, on pretence of his being in 
league with the Parthians, and got his principality, which 
she presently farmed out. Herod was now between her 
possessions, on both north and south, and feared lest her 
influence with Antony might be his ruin. 

She next begged and got part of the Nabataean kingdom: • 

1 b.c. 35. * To Laodicea. n.c. 34, 
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then the whole sea-coast of Palestine from the river Elen- 
therns to Egypt—Tyre and Sidon excepted—and, finally, 
Herod had to give np to her the Oasis of Jericho with its 
balsam plantations 1 —the richest p&rt of his kingdom. 3 The 
summons +o Laodicea and the taking away of Jericho seemed 
to show that Herod’s influence with Antony was shaken, and 
opposition consequently raised itself once more. Plots were 
asraiu rife on every side, at home and abroad. Cleopatra was 
his constant terror, for at any moment she might spring 
some new mine under his feet. Even the Maccabseans were 
once more raising their heads. The Rabbis, whose schools 
had flourished immensely since their exclusion from politics, 
beean to interfere with them asmin. Hillel and Sliammai 

“ o 

were, respectively, the heads of the more liberal and the 
harsher parties. But Herod was too much occupied by great 
affairs to trouble himself about them. 


Tilings were rapidly coming to a crisis in the Roman 
Empire. The object of the Egyptian queen in lavishing her 
blandishments on Antony became more and more apparent. 
She had entangled him in her snares only to serve herself, 
and the great Samson laid his head unsuspiciously on her 


Delilah lap. 


She dreamed of bringing the whole Eastern 


empire of Rome, through him, under Egyptian rule, and of 
becoming the empress of half the world; and it seemed as if 
he were willing it should be so. He gave mortal offence at 
Rome by celebrating his triumphs, not there, but at Alexan¬ 
dria. He gave Cleopatra the title of the “ queen of kings.” 
Their two sons, Ptolemy and Alexander, were to be “ kings of 
kings.” He gave Syria, Phenicia, and Cilicia to the former, 
and Armenia and Media, with Parthia, as soon as it should 
be overcome, to the latter; while to their daughter, the 
young Cleopatra, he handed over Cyrenaika. 3 Cleopatra 


Cleopatra, he handed over Cyrenaika. 3 


Cleopatra 


herself was made Queen of Egypt, Cyprus, Libya, and Ccele- 
Syria, her son Csesarion sharing them with her. After the 
example of the Pharaohs and Ptolemies, both she and Antony 
assumed divine honours—Cleopatra as Isis, he as Osiris 
—and their statues were set up in sacred places. 4 Public 
feeling at Rome was outraged and alarmed. The popular 
poets sent verses afloat in which Antony sought to make the 
Jupiter of Rome give way to the barking, dog-headed Anubis, 
threatened the galleys of Rome with being outsailed by the 


1 b.c. 84. 
* b.c. 33. 
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boats of tlie Nile, and would fain frighten the trumpets of 
Rome with the clattering sistrum. 1 Cocsar laid the facts 
before the Senate, and Antony, in return, made charges 
against Caesar. War—long inevitable—at last broke out, 
and was decided in the sea-fight at Actium. 3 Cleopatra had 
persuaded her dupe to fight on the water rather than on 
land, that she might flee to Egypt at the first signs of defeat, 
and she did this in the midst of the battle, when victory was 
yet entirely doubtful. Ever his ruin, she thus completed 
her fatal triumph, for the weak man, as if he conld not live 
without her, forthwith deserted his forces, though his ships 
were still fighting stoutly, and he had 100,000 foot, and 1*2,0U0 
horse, on the Bea-shore, who had never fought at all. It was 
noticed that on the day of Actium a terrible earthquake took 
place in Palestine, killing 10,000 persons and endless cattle.** 
Herod, seeing Antony fallen, forthwith made peace with 
Caesar. Fresh plots of Alexandra had been discovered, in 
which Hyrcanus, now eighty years old, was to be played off 
against him ; but they only led to the revolting sight of the 
last of the Maccabrcans, in extreme old age, being beheaded 
by his son-in-law. 4 Herod’s hands were getting redder and 
redder with the blood of his kindred. With Caesar he 
managed things well, entertaining him royally on his way 
through Palestine to Egypt, and providing supplies for his 
army on their march, with equal wisdom and munificence. 
Meanwhile Antony and Cleopatra spent their last days in 
feasting and revelry, varied with ghastly trials, before them, 
of every known poison, by turns, on different prisoners, to 
see which caused the easiest death. 5 In the autumn of 30 B.c. 
Antony stabbed himself mortally, and Cleopatra soon after 
ended her life by poison, leaving Herod to breathe freely for 
the first time in long years. 6 Oct-avian took him into favour, 
for he needed such a man as a protection on the eastern 
borders, to defend them against the Parthians. Jericho was 
given back, Samaria was incorporated with his kingdom, 
with various coast towns, and some territory beyond tho 
Jordan. Cleopatra’s body-guard of 400 Gauls was presented 
to him by Octavian. But if he had honour and rewards, it 
was at the cost of an expenditure, to do honour and homage 
to his imperial master, that seemed to have overstrained his 
resources. 

1 Prop., Eleg., v. * Sep. 2, n.c. 31. 

* Ant., xv. 5. 2. Bell. Jud., i. 10. 3. 4 In spring, n.c. 30. 
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Oner more safe from dangers that might well have over¬ 
whelmed him, llerod found, on his return from attendance 
on ()et:ivinn, such trouldes at homo as darkened hia whole 
fuimv life. The quarrels of his seraglio had com© to a head. 
Alexandra and her daughter Marianmo were now the only 
two left of the old royal rare, and were so much the more 
hated hv the kindred of Herod. Marinirino—tall and noble 
in |)crson 1 —had the pride of a daughter of kings, and let 
Salome, Herod’s sister, feel it. In Herod’s abseueo she dis¬ 
covered that, for the second time, he had left orders to kill 
her and her mother if he did not return; and sho showed 
what, she thought of this when he did come back, by receiving 
him with undisguised aversion. Her enemies took advantage 
of this to fan Herod’s anger by ©very scandal they could 
invent against her, till, in the end, lie believed sho had been 
unfaithful, and the fair queen, deserted and betrayed by all, 
was Imnded over to the headsman. 3 Herod’s remorse, when 
she had thus actually perished, was awful. He lost his 
reason for a time, would call for her, lament over her, kept 


his servants calliug Inn* as if sho were still alive, gavo up all 
business, and fled to Samaria, where he had married her, to 
sock relief from his thoughts in hunting. At last he fell 


into violent illness, and lay seemingly hopeless. Alexandra, 
furious at her daughter’s murder, thought this tho right 
moment to attempt to set Mariamne’s two sons on the throne, 
which was theirs by right, more than their father’s. A 
plague hud broken out, ami this tho Rabbis construed into 
divine vengeance for the queen’s death. The news roused 
the tyrant, ill as he was. Alexandra was instantly put to 
dealh, and many others shared her fate; 1 ’ but already a new 
suspicion had risen to torment the wretched man. Alex¬ 
andra’s proclamation of his sons as the rightful heirs had 
made them, also, his fancied enemies. Among the people the 
memory of Mariamno was sacred, and their hopes were set 
on her sons. 


Octavian was now solo rulor of tho Roman world, under 
the high name of Augustus, and an era of restoration and 
rolinenmnt took the place of destruction and tumult. With 
the widespread peace, trado revived, and prosperity returned 
to Judea among other countries. Tho patronago of literature 
and art, the construction of public works, ami the rebuilding 
and beautifying of Romo and the cities and towns of tho 


1 Ant., xv. 2. 4. 
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provinces, were now the fashion, set by Augustus, and 
slavishly followed by vassal kings. In imitation of him, 
Herod patronized men whose writings could shed a lustre on 
his court—notably the two brothers, Nicolaus and Ptolemy, 
of Damascus, both able and faithful public servants. Nicolaus 
was a voluminous and skilful author as well.* Other Greeks 
and half-Greeks were put in offices of trust or honour, as 
members of the government, or ambassadors, or as tutors 
and travelling companions to his sons. Most of them served 
Herod honourably to the last, but there were not wanting 
some of the Greek sycophants who at that time infested all 
courts, and one of the worst of these, Eurykles the Lace¬ 
daemonian, who amassed wealth by espionage and false 
witnesses, was destined to be the bad genius of Herod's later 
years. The biting wit of the Rabbis spoke of the whole 
heathen government of the court as “ the proselytes of the 
king’s table.” 1 

A shrewd and able man like Herod, whose leading thought 
was to flatter and serve Augustus, so as to secure his 
permanent favour, was of great U6e in a disturbed border 
country, to one who, like Augustus, was as much disinclined 
as unqualified for war. When, therefore, Herod determined 
in the year b.c. 23 to send Mariamne’s two sons to Rome, 
Caesar received them' with every honour, and gave the lads 
every facility for growing up in the midst of high Roman 
life. But they little knew in how dark a gloom all this 
early splendour would set! By a curious coincidence it was 
their tutor’s son, with whom they rose to manhood, whom 
Virgil 9 had flattered as an infant by applying to him, in 
the fourth Eclogue, the Messianic hope of the Jews. Of this 
44 Messiah ” of Virgil they were now the youthful friends. 
Herod himself took his sons to Rome, 5 and was honoured by 
a gift from Augustus of the district of Lebanon, and of the 
lawless territories of Iturea and Trachonitis, with the fertile 
plains of the Hauran. The former swarmed with robbers, 
like Galilee in Herod’s vouth, and the two latter were filled 
with wild clans of borderers, who were the terror of the land 
at large. But on his return, Herod soon reduced them so 
thoroughly that they were peaceful even under his successors. 
A year after, 4 Herod could personally report his success to 
Caesar’s minister Agrippa, at Mitylene, to which he went to 

1 Griitx, vol. iii. p. 308. 
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meet him. Two years later Herod received from Augustus, 1 
in person, at Antioch, the districts of Ulatha and Panias, to 


round off his kingdom suitably. 


He now reigned over a 


larger kingdom than any preceding Jewish monarch. The 
glory of David seemed to be outshone. Prom Lebanon to 
the far south, and from the edge of the Desert to the s< a* 
coast, was Jewish territory. Nor was the political glory 
granted to Herod less than the material. He was made the 
representative of Agrippa in the East, and it was required 
that his counsel should be taken, before anything of moment 
was done by consuls or governors. Amidst these flatteries 
from Augustus it was necessary to do something to conciliate 
the Jews. Hence, in the year 24 Herod had married a 
Jew ish maiden—Mariamne, daughter of Boethos, a priest of 
Alexandrian origin, who w'as raised to the high priesthood, 
to dignifv the alliance w r ith “ the fairest woman in the world ” 


—Jesus, the son of Phabi, the high priest at the time, being 
set aside in his favour. Boethos w'as a great accession to 
the small body of the Sadducean dignitaries, but, in politics, 
was, of course, a Herodian. 

So much intercourse with heathenism, however, and the 
splendid flatteries by which Herod sought to retain and 
increase the power of his master, were not without their 
effects on Judaism. Even in the days of the Syrian kings, 
Palestine had been encircled by Greek towns and cities, and 
the immigration of heathen settlers had, in Herod’s day, 
made the towns of the Philistine coast and of the Decapolis 
much more Greek than Jewish. The only bounds to Herod’s 
introduction of foreign novelties were his dread of national 


opposition. Greek had become the court dialect of the 
Empire, as French was that of Europe in the days of 
Louis XIV., and still remains to a great extent; and hence 
it was universally favoured and spoken by the upper classes 
in Herod’s dominions. Samaria received a Greek name, 2 
had Greek coins, and Greek idolatry. The first act of 
Herod, after Augustus had aggrandised him so greatly, was 
to build a temple of white marble to his patron, at Panias, 
the future Caesarea Philippi, lying finely on one of the 
southern spurs of Lebanon. Before long, venturing to bring 
heathenism nearer the centre of the land, he built another 
temple to Caesar in Samaria, and surrounded it by a conse¬ 
crated approach, a furlong and a half in circumference. A 


1 b.c. 20. 
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grand palace was also begun in Jerusalem itself, in flie 
heathen style, with wide porticoes, rows of pillars, and baths ; 
its one wing receiving the name of Ctcsar, the other that of 
Agrippa. Herodium, which he built on the hill, at the 
mouth of the deep gorge leading to the Dead Sea, where ho 
had so bravely defended himself against the Parthians, was 
planned as a Roman castle, rising over an Italian town, with 
public buildings and stately aqueducts. His grandest under¬ 
taking, after the Temple, was the creation of Cirsnrea, 1 on 
the coast. The name was another flattery of the Emperor ; 
that of one of the great signal towers on the smaller harbonr 
was Drusion, after Coesar’s son. The great pier was adorned 
with splendid pillars. Broad quays, magnificent bazaars, 
spacious basilicee, for the courts of law and other public, 
uses, and huge sailors’-homes, invited a great commerce*; and 
on an eminence above rose a temple, with a colossal statue, 
visible far out at sea, of Augustus, as Jupiter Olympus, and 
another of Rome, deified as Juno. Theatres and amphi¬ 
theatres were not wanting. A grand palace, designed for 
Herod himself, became later the Pi-tetorium of the Roman 
procurators. Temples to Jupiter, Neptune, Apollo, Hercules, 
Bacchus, Minerva, Victory, and Astarte, soon adorned the 
town, and showed the many-coloured heathenism of its popu¬ 
lation. It was, moreover, provided with a system of magni¬ 
ficent underground sewers in the Roman manner. Caesarea 
was in every respect a foreign city. Its population was more 
heathenish than Jewish, aud their mutual hatred often led to 
fierce riots. 2 

In Jerusalem itself a theatre and amphitheatre were erected. 
Countless foreign proselytes and numerous heathens had set¬ 
tled in the city. The coins bore Greek inscriptions. Among 
the troops of Herod were Thracian, German, and Gallic regi¬ 
ments. 3 So thoroughly, indeed, had foreign elements gained 
a footing, even in the fanatical capital, in spite of tho 
Rabbis, that, while the people at large retained their native 
dialect, many Greek words had been permanently incorporated 
with it. 4 The very Temple displayed proofs of the irrepressi¬ 
ble influences of the great world outside Judea. Its outer 
court was thronged by heathens, and countless gifts presented 
by heathen princes and nobles adorned the walls of the court 
of the priests. 6 The Ptolemies had enriched it by numerous 

1 b c. 22-10. 
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costly gifts. 1 Sosius, when he took Jerusalem, in concert 
with Herod, vowed a golden crown. Among the Temple 
vessels were wine jars which had been presented by Augustus 
and his Empress. 2 It. was, indeed, a common thing for 
Romans to make gifts of this kind. 3 They very often, also, 
presented offerings. When Pompey had taken Jerusalem, 
his first care was to provide the usual sacrifices. 4 Agrippa, 
the friend and patron of Herod, offered a hecatomb on his 
visit to Jerusalem fifteen years before Christ, and Augustus 
provided that sacrifices should be offered daily at his expense 
to the Most High God; an example which must have had 
countless followers. 5 Al l the hatred between Jews and 
heathen was not strong enough to prevent the Temple becom¬ 
ing, like all the famous sanctuaries of the age, a gathering 
point for the world at large. 

There was, clearly, much to keep a fanatical people in a 
constant tension, and to make them more fanatical still. 
Heathen temples, with their attendant priests, pompous 
ritual, and imposing sacrifices, abounded in the land. Gaza, 
in the south, was virtually a Greek city, 6 and worshipped a 
local Jupiter as the town god, “ who sent rain and fruitful¬ 
ness on the earth,” and associated with him, in its idolatry, 
another Jupiter—the Victory Bringer—Apollo, the Sun, and 
Hercules, and the goddesses Fortune, Io, Diana, Juno, and 
Venus. 7 Ascalon worshipped Jupiter, Neptune, Apollo, the 
Sun, Minerva, Mercury, Castor and Pollux, and the Syrian 
Moon goddess Astarte, as the heavenly Venus—the warlike, 
spear-bearing, Queen of Heaven. On the rocks at Joppa, the 
marks of the chains were shown which had been forged for 
Andromeda. A laurel-crowned Jupiter was worshipped at 
Dora, north of Caesarea. 8 At Ptolemais the favourite divinity 
was the goddess Fortune, but with her, Jupiter, Apollo, 
Diana, Venus, Pluto and Persephone, and Perseus, with tho 
Egyptian Serapis, and the Phrygian Cybele, had their re¬ 
spective worshippers. 

In Tyre, the old worship of Baal and Astarte—the Sun 
and Moon—retained their pre-eminence, with a Greek col¬ 
ouring of the idolatry. In Damascus Greek heathenism 

1 Ant., xii. 2; xiii. 3, 4. 8 c. Apion, ii. 5. Bell. Jud., vii. 3. 3. 

3 Ant., xiv. 16. 4 ; 4. 4. Bell. Jud., i. 7. 6. 
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was in the ascendant. Jupiter, Hercules, and Bacchus, 
Diana, Minerva, Fortune, and Victory had their temples, and 
were stamped on the local coins. In the future province of 
Philip heathenism was predominant. In Panias or Caesarea 
Philippi, as we have seen, Herod built a temple for the wor¬ 
ship of Augustus, but the leading divinity was the god Pan, 
as the old name of the town—Panias—indicates; Jupiter, 
however, and Astarte, with a horn of plenty, Apollo, and 
Diana, had also their votaries, and no doubt their temples. 
Heathenism flourished in Batanrea, Trachonitis, and Aurauitis. 
Helios, the Sun, was the great object of worship, and so 
deep-rooted was this idolatry that the early Christian mis¬ 
sionaries knew no other way of overthrowing it than by 
changing it into the name of the prophet Elias, and turning 
the temples into churches dedicated to him. 1 Round this 
central divinity, however, the worship of Bacchus, Saturn, 
Hercules, Minerva, Fortune, Venus, Victory, Peace, anil 
other divinities flourished more or less. The cities of the 
Decapolis were very heathen. 

Thus, all round the central district of Palestine, and to 
some extent even within its limits, heathenism had already 
in Herod’s day, and, consequently, in Christ’s, its temples, 
altars, idols, and priests. Jehovah was no longer the sole 
God. With a few exceptions, of Syrian or Egyptian divi¬ 
nities, Greek names and rites marked the source of the 
corruption, though we have given the Roman names as 
better known. Of all this aggressive heathenism Herod, so 
far as he dared, was the ostentatious patron. If he could 
hardly venture on much within the narrow limits of Judea, 
cenotaphs, mausolea, and other monuments offensive to a 
Jew were seen along all the leading roads, and so many 
places were called by new Latin names, in honour of the 
imperial family, that a traveller might think he was in Italy. 
Nor was the King ever without money to bestow on neighbour¬ 
ing heathen cities, as a mark of friendliness, in building 
gymnasia, piazzas, theatres, and aqueducts, or in the shape 
of prizes to be striven for in the circus. It seemed as if the 
thiono of David existed only to spread heathenism. It was 
clear to the Jews that Herod’s heathen subjects were nearest 
his heart, since, amidst all his lavish muni licence to them, ho 
had dono nothing to beautify a single Jewish town except 
Jerusalem, to which his additions were, thomsclvcs, heathen. 


1 Schtirtr, p. 838. 
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The most appalling reports respecting him spread from 
month to mouth. He had preserved the body of Mariamne 
for seven years in honey for the most hideous ends : he had 
strangled all the great Rabbis, except Baba-ben-Buta, and 
him he had blinded. 1 The most intense hatred of him 
prevailed. 

It was with the extremest mistFUst, therefore, that the 
Rabbis heard in the year b.c. 20 that Herod intended re¬ 
placing the humble temple of the Exile by one unspeakably 
more splendid. It is said that Baba-ben-Buta had seen a 
crack in the old structure, and counselled Herod to build 
another in its place, as an expiation for the murder of Mari¬ 
amne and the Rabbis, and to conciliate the people for his 
favour to heathenism. 2 The prophecies were played off by 
him, to win popular sanction to his undertaking, for Haggai 
had foretold that a new temple of surpassing glory would 
one day be built. 3 But so great was the distrust, that all 
the materials of the new temple needed to be brought to¬ 
gether before a stone of the old one could be touched. At 
last, on the regnal day of Herod, in the year B.c. 14, the 
unfinished structure was consecrated, and the lowing of 300 
oxen at the Great Altar announced to Jerusalem that the 
first sacrifice in it was about to be offered. But scarcely was 
the consecration over, than national gratitude was turned 
into indignation by his setting up a huge golden eagle—the 
emblem of heathen Rome—-over the great gate, in expecta¬ 
tion of a visit from distinguished strangers from the imperial 
city. The nation was not duped as the king had expected. 
In spite of his having begun a temple so magnificent that 
even a Jewish saying owns that he who had not seen it had 
seen nothing worth looking at, an abyss yawned between him 
and them. 4 He had burned the registers of Jerusalem to 
destroy the pedigrees of which the people boasted: he had 
tried to make it be believed that he was the descendant of a 


foreign Jewish family, but no one regarded him as anything 
but the slave of their kings. All felt that his conduct was 
as little Jewish as his birth ; and that he was rather a Roman 
proconsul than the King of Israel. 5 Even the worst of the 


Maccabflean house were bound to the national faith by the 
functions of the pontificate, but though Herod might be 
made King of Judea by the favour of Rome, no earthly 


King of Judea by the favour of 
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power could make him a descendant, of Aaron, without 
being which he could not be high priest. 

In vain Herod tried to make himself beloved. He had 
done much to deserve gratitude in these later years, 1 and 
yet the nation wrote his virtues in water, and his faults in 
brass. A dreadful famine, followed by pestilence, had spread 
misery and death in the thirteenth year of his reign. 3 No rain 
had fallen at the required times, and the crops utterly failed, 
so that there was no food for either man or beast. Men said 
it was a judgment of God for the detilement of His land by 
their king’s crimes and heathen innovations, for Mariamne’s 
blood, now four years shed, still seemed to cry for vengeance, 
and, since her murder, a theatre and circus had profaned 
Jerusalem, while heathen games, in which men fought with 
men, to the death, had been set on foot with great pomp. 
Samaria, the hated rival of Jerusalem, was even then, more¬ 
over, being rebuilt, 3 with a heathen temple in it, in which 
a man—Augustus—was to be worshipped. Herod felt the 
peril of his position, and acted, from policy, as others might 
have done from the wisest and most energetic philanthropy. 
Selling the very plate in his palace, and emptying his trea¬ 
sury, he sent funds to Egypt and bought com, which he 
brought home and distributed, as a gift, among all the people, 
for their money had been spent for the merest necessaries 
before this relief came. He even provided clothing for the 
nation in the winter, where it was wanted, for sheep 
and goats alike had been killed for food, and he supplied 
seed com for next spring, and thus the evil time was tided 
over. 4 For a while it seemed as if the people would really 
become loyal. But his best acts of one moment were spoiled 
the next. The bazaars and schools muttered treason con¬ 
tinually. One year Herod remitted a third of the taxes, 5 
but tongues went against him none the less, and presently 
he seemed to justify their bitterness by decreeing that all 
thieves should be sold as slaves to other countries, where, as 
the people said, they would lose the blessing of Abraham, 
could not keep the Law', and would be lost for ever.® Mean¬ 
while Agrippa visited Jerusalem again, 7 and bore himself so 
wisely that thousands escorted him to the sea-coast when he 
left, strewing his path with flowers. 8 Next year B Herod 

1 B c. 25-24. * Ant., xv. 9. 1. 3 Begun B.c. 27. 
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returned the visit at Sinope, lavishing bounty on heathen 
and Jewish communities alike, on his_ journey out and 
back. The Jews of each city of Asia Minor seized the 
opportunity of his passing, to complain, through him, to 
Agrippa, that the privileges granted them by Caesar were not 
observed. The Greeks, on the other hand, reviled them as 
bloodsuckers and cancers of the community, who refused to 
honour the gods, and hence had no right to such favour, but 
Herod prevailed with Agrippa on behalf of the Jews. For 
once, Jerusalem received its king heartily when he returned; 
he, on his side, acknowledging the feeling by a remittance of 
a quarter of the taxes of the year. 1 

The dismal shadow that had rested over the palace in past 
times had been in part forgotten while the two sons of the 
murdered Mariamne were in Rome. In the year b.c. 17, 
however, the old troubles had begun again,—to darken at 
last into the blackest, misery. Herod had recalled his sons 
from Rome. Alexander, the elder, was eighteen; Aristo- 
bulus, the younger, about seventeen. They had grown tall, 
taking after their mother and her race. In Italy and Judea 
alike, their birth and position, amidst so many snares, won 
them universal sympathy. Roman education had given them 
an open, straightforward way, however, that was ill-fitted to 
hold its own with their crafty fawning Idumean connections, 
in Jerusalem. Their morals had, moreover, suffered by their 


residence in Rome, so that Alexander, at least, appears to 
have exposed himself to charges against which Jewish 


ecclesiastical law denounced death. 3 


In any case they 


were 


heirs to the hatred that had been borne towards their 


mother. Her fate doubtless affected their bearing towards 
their father, and it was said that they wished to get the 
process against Mariamne reversed, and her accusers 
punished. Their ruin was doubtless determined from the 
first; and their unsuspicious frankness, which showed their 
aversion to the other members of the family, gave materials 
for slander, and aided in their destruction. Herod sought 
to reconcile the strife by the course usual at the time, and 
married Aristobulus to his sister Salome’s daughter Berenice, 


who was, unfortunately, still, entirely under the hostile 
influence of her mother, 3 though she afterwards grew to be 


a worthy woman. 


Alexander, as became the heir to the 


throne, was married to a king’s daughter, Glaphyra, of the 
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family of Arch elaus, 1-cin? of Cappadocia—a daughter of a 
prostitute of the temple of Venus in Corinth, 1 whom Arelm- 
laus had married. The bride might be fair, but she was not 
prudent, and filled the palace in Jerusalem with stories of 
ner contempt for Herod’s family as compared with her own. 5 
Whatever Aristobulus said to his wife was carried to Salome, 
and spies were set on the two young men, to report wluit 
they could.. The quarrels of the women grew fiercer daily, 
and involved the two brothers fatally. Nothing else was 
spoken of in the city but the strife in the palace. Another 
element of mischief was loon added. Herod’s youngest 
brother, Pheroras, joined the party of Salome. He had 
married a slave girl, who was so devoted to the Pharisees 
that she got her husband to pay for them the penalties Herod 
had imposed, for their having refused to take the oath of 
allegiance. Pheroras, who was a true Edomite in his fickle 
faithlessness, was a born conspirator. He had plotted already 
against Herod, and resolved, in revenge, for Glaphyra’s loose 
tongue about his low marriage, to join Salome, and hunt the 
two youths to death. 

On Herod’s return from his visit to Agrippa in Asia 
Minor, in the winter of B.c. 14, he found the palace in a 
ferment, and heard for the first time that the youths intended 
to apply to Augustus to have the process against Mariamne 
reversed. In his rage, he resolved to recall Antipater, his 
eldest son, who, with his mother, had been banished from the 
court on account of Mariamne, and who was thus a deadly 
enemy of her sons. This step was the ruin of Herod’s peace. 
Antipater instantly joined Salome’s party: watched every 
step and caught every word of the unsuspecting youths; 
never himself accused them to his father, but played the part 
of Iago consummately, in exciting the suspicions to which 
Herod’s guilty conscience was only too prone. The presence 
of an elder brother not having sufficed to humble the two, 
Antipater’s mother, Doris, was also recalled to court; that 
they might see how their hopes of the throne were vanishing. 
Their enemies, moreover, did their best to stir them up 
against each other, 3 to work more harm to both. 

O 7 

Antipater, erelong, got himself named as heir, and was 
sent, as such, to Rome, in the year B.c. 13, but even from 
Italy he managed to deepen his father’s suspicions so much, 
that Herod himself went to Rome, 4 taking the two young 

1 Strabo, xii. 3. 5 Bell. L 24. 2. * Aiit , xvi. 7. 4. * D.c. 10. 



FAMILY PLOTS AGAINST HEROD. 


55 


men with him, to have them tried before Caesar for intended 
parricide. They defended themselves so well, however, that 
an ontward reconciliation followed, and Herod returned to 
Jerusalem with them, as joint heirs, with Antipater, of his 

dominions. 

But the qniet was soon disturbed. The mutual hatred of 
the women, and the plots of Pheroras and Antipater, though 
for a time fruitless, made progress in the end. The slaves 
of the youths were tortured, at their suggestion, and accused 
Alexander of conspiracy; and he, weary of life, and furious 
at the toil laid for him, was foolish enough to say that he was 
guilty, but only in common with all Herod’s relations, except 
Antipater. The unfortunate young man made an exception 
in his case as a special and trusted friend! The whole of 
Herod’s connections were now unanimous for his death, but 
it was not to happen yet. His father-in-law found means to 
appease Herod once more, which was the easier, as Herod 
had discovered the deceit of Pheroras, and had found his 
sister Salome carrying on intrigues which he did not 
approve. 

He was indeed to be pitied. The family quarrels embit¬ 
tered his existence, and his suspicions had been so excited 
that he trusted nobody. Every one was suspected, and could 
only defend himself by raising suspicions against others. 1 A 
Greek at court determined to profit by the position of affairs 
and bring it to a final crisis. Trusting to get money from 
Antipater, Herod, and Archelaus alike, if he ended the 
matter, he laid his plans to bring about the death of the 
young men. Forging documents and inventing acts, he made 
Herod believe that his sons were really plotting his death. 
The tyrant forthwith had them thrown into chains, and their 
slaves put to torture, stoning those who confessed any guilt. 
Nothing kept him from putting the princes to death but fear 
of offending Augustus, for even Salome tormented him day and 
night to kill them, though one was her son-in-law. At last 2 
Herod sent to Rome for permission from Augustus to put 
them to death. The request cost him the crown of Arabia, 
Augustus declaring that the man who could not keep his 
hoase in order was unfit to be trusted with additional king¬ 
doms. Yet he gave him permission to do as he thought fit 
with his sons. A court, one-half of Romans, one-half of 
Jews, was now held at Berytus, and Herod appeared as 
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prosecutor. In vain the Roman proconsul brought his three 
sons with him to excite the grey-headed despot’s fatherly 
feelings. He acted like a madman: detailed his injuries 
with the utmost passion, and supplied the want of proof by 
bursts of fury. The sentence was given ns he desired, nnd 
he had the satisfaction of having pursued his own sons to 
the death. In the year B.c. 7, the princes were strangled at 
Samaria, where Herod had married their mother. 

If the hoary murderer hoped for peace by this new crime 
he was deceived. 1 Antipater lived with his two brothers, 
Archelaus and Philip, at Rome, and, there, first excited them 
against his father, and then betrayed them to him. Phc- 
roras, Herod’s brother, he sought to make his tool in killing 
Herod. He was afraid that if he did not destroy his father 
soon his own infinite villainy in the past would be discovered 
Pheroras was, in fact, in a false position. His wife and her 
relations were strongly on the side of the Pharisees, who 
wished above everything to destroy Herod, and put Pheroras, 
as their friend, on the throne. Prophecies were circulated 
by them, that it was the will of God that Herod and his 
sons should lose the kingdom, and that Pheroras and his wifo 
should inherit it. Their tool, Herod’s eunuch, Bagoas, was 
to have a Bon who would be the Messiah.** Many wore won 
over in the palace, but the plot was discovered, and many 
Rabbis and others put to death. Herod demanded that 
Pheroras should divorce his wife, but he preferred to leave 
the court and go to Perea with her, rather than forsake her.- 
Here he soon after suddenly died, 11 report said, by poison. 
Herod, however, had his body brought to Jerusalem, and 
appointed a-great national mourning on his account. 

Inquiry respecting his death at last brought to light the 
whole secret history of years. He had died by taking 
poison, sent by Antipater to kill Herod. The plot was found 
to have wide ramifications where least suspected. Even the 
second Mariamne was proved to have been privy to it, and 
her son Herod was on this account blotted out of his father’s 
will. 4 Thus, as Josephus says, did the ghosts of Alexander 
and Aristobulus go round all the palace, and bring the most 
deeply hidden secrets to light, summoning to the judgment 
seat those who seemed freest from suspicion. 6 

Antipater was now unmasked, and Herod saw the kind of 


Herod’s age, about 64. 
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man for whom he had sacrificed his wife and his sons. 
"With pretended friendliness he sent for him from Rome, nor 
did any one warn him of bis danger, though proceedings 
had gone on many months against his mother, ending in her 
divorce. Perhaps, says Josephus, the spirits of his murdered 
brothers had closed the mouths of those who might have put 
him on his guard. 1 His first hint of danger was given by no 
odc being at Ctesarea to receive him, when he landed, but he 
could not now go back, and determined to put a bold face on 
it. As he rode up to Jerusalem, however, he saw that his 
escort was taken from him, and he now felt that he was 
ruir.ed. Herod received him as he deserved, and handed 
him over for trial to the Syrian proconsul. All hastened to 
give witness against one so universally hated. It was proved 
that he had sought to poison his father. A criminal who 
was forced to drink what Antipater had sent for Herod 
presently fell dead. Antipater was led away in chains. 

The strong nature of Herod at last gave way under such 
revelations, which he forthwith communicated to his master 
at Rome. A deadly illness seized him, and word ran through 
Jerusalem that he could not recover. 2 The Rabbis could no 
longer repress their hatred of him, and of the Romans. 
Their teachings through long years were about to bear fruit. 
Two were especially popular, Judas, the son of Sariphai, and 
Matthias, the son of Margoloutli, round whom a whole army 
of young men gathered daily, drinking in from them the 
spirit of revolution. 3 All that had happened was traced to 
the anger of Jehovah at Herod’s desecration of the Temple 
and city, and violations of the Law during his whole reign. 
To win back the divine favour to the nation, the heathen 
profanations erected by Herod in the Temple must be pulled 
down, especially the golden eagle over the great gate. 
Living or dying, they would have eternal rewards for this 
fidelity to the laws of their fathers. 4 Such counsels from 
venerated teachers were like fire to the inflammable passions 
of youth. In the middle of the day a vast crowd of students 
of the Law rushed to the Temple; let themselves down with 
lopes from the top of the great gate, tore down the hated 
symbol of Rome and idolatry, and hacked it to pieces in 
the streets. 5 Mobs rose in other parts of the city, also, to 
tlirow down other objects of popular hatred, but the troops 
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were turned out, and the unarmed rioters were scattered, 
leaving forty young Pharisees in the hands of the military. 
Brought before Herod and asked who had counselled them 
to act as they had done, they answered, touchingly, that they 
did it in obedience to the Law. In vain he tried to alarm 
them by saying they must die : they only replied that their 
eternal reward would be so much tho greater. The two 
Rabbis and the young men were sent to Jericho for tiial 
before Herod, and the Rabbis and the ringleaders woi’e 
burned alive, the others being beheaded. On the night after 
they suffered there was an eclipse of the moon, which fixes 
the date as the 11th of March, b.c. 4. 

Death was now busy with Herod himself. His life had 
been a splendid failure. He had a wide kingdom, but his 
life had been a long struggle with public enemies or with 
domestic troubles, and in his old asre ho found that all this 
misery, which had made him the murderer of his wife, her 
mother, and his two sons, not to speak of other relations and 
connections, had been planned for selfish ends by those whom 
he had trusted. The curse had come back on him to the full, 
for his eldest son had sought to murder him. His govern¬ 
ment had been no less signal a failure, for revolt had burst 
into flames at the mere report of his death. The strong man 
was bowed to the dust at last. A loathsome disease pros¬ 
trated him, and he suffered such agonies that men said it was 
a punishment for his countless iniquities. 1 Carried across tho 
Dead Sea to the sulphur baths of Callirhoe, he fainted and 
almost died under the treatment. All round him were 
alarmed lest he should do so before ordering the execution of 
Antipater, but an attempt on the part of the prisoner to 
bribe his gaoler was fatal to him. Augustus had granted 
permission for his execution, with the caustic irony, that it 
was better to be Herod’s sow than his son. 3 0 Five days 
after Antipater had fallen Herod himself expired. 3 He was 
in Uifi seventy-first or'seventy-second year when he died. 

1 Ant., xvii. 6. 5. 2 Macrob. Saturn., ii. 4. 8 March 16, b.c. 4. 
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CHAPTER V. 


THE JEWISH WORLD AT THE TIME OF CHRIST. 


W HEN the conquest of Babylon by Darius and Cyras 1 * 

had transferred the fate of the Jews, then in captivity 
in that empire, to the victorious Persian, their long exile had 
had its natural effect in rekindling their zeal for the religion 

o o 

of their fathers, and of intensifying their desire to return to 
their own land. Before Cyrus 
quest of the great city, more than twenty years had been 
spent, for the most part, in distant military operations. 2 But 
long before he drew near Babylon, the Jewish leaders, stimu¬ 
lated by the assurances of the prophets then living, or of 
earlier date, felt sure of his victory, and of the speedy deliver¬ 
ance of their nation from their hated oppressors. The glorious 
promises of the later chapters of Isaiah, and the exultation of 
many of the Psalms of the period, are doubtless only illustra¬ 
tions of the intense spiritual excitement that prevailed in the 
Jewish community, throughout the lands of their exile, during 
the years immediately preceding the fall of Babylon. All 
that was noblest in them had been roused to an enthusiasm 
which might, perhaps, become perverted, but was, henceforth, 
never to die. The spirit of intense nationality, fed by zeal 
for their religion as the true faith—confided to them exclu¬ 
sively as the favourites of Heaven—had been gradually 
kindled, and yearned, with an irrepressible earnestness, for h. 
return to their own country, that they might be free to fulfil 
its requirements. Men of the purest and warmest zeal for 
the honour and the historic rights of their race had never 
been wanting during the captivity, as the natural leaders of 
their brethren, and now took advantage of the character and 
circumstances of Cyrus to obtain from him a favourable decree 
for the restoration of Jerusalem, and the free return to it of 
their people. In the year 5i£f> before Christ, such as were 


finally advanced to the con- 
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most zealous for their religion, and most devoted to their 
country and race, were thus enabled once more to settle in 
the land of their fathers, under the protection of the Persian 
empire, of which they continued subjects for two hundred 

years, till Alexander the Great, in B.C. 333, overthrew the 

Persian power. 

The new community, which was to found the Jewish nation 
for a second time, was by no means numerous, for we still 
know with certainty that the whole number of these Pilgrim 
Fathers, who gathered together amidst the ruins of Jerusalem, 
and the other cities which were open to them, did not amount 
to more than 42,360 men, with 7,337 servants of both sexes. 1 
The dangers and difficulties before those who might return 
had winnowed the wheat from the chaff: the faint-hearted 
and indifferent had lingered behind, and only the zealots and 
puritans of the captivity had followed Zerubbabcl, the leader 
of the new Exodus.- b 

The rock on which Jewish nationality had foundered in 
former times had been too frank an intercourse with other 
nations; too great a readiness to adopt their customs, and 
even their heathenism ; too slight «a regard to the distinctively 
Jewish code of social and political law; and, with these, too 
wide a corruption of morals. The very existence of the nation 
had been imperilled, and, now, the one fixed thought, of leader 
and people alike, was to make it safe for the future. 

Their manners, and their whole system of civil and re- 
ligious laws, offered a ready and effectual means to aid them 
in this supreme object. It was only necessary to secure an 
intensely conservative spirit which should exclude all change, 
and Israel would henceforth have an abiding vitality as a 

o 

separate people. Nor was this difficult, for the ancient frame¬ 
work of their social polity largely provided for it. The spirit 
of Judaism, as embodied in its sacred law, directly commanded, 
or indirectly implied, all that was needed. Intercourse with 
other nations, as far as possible, must be prevented; the in¬ 
troduction of foreign culture shut out; the youth of the 
nation trained on a fixed model; and, finally, no gap must bo 
left by which new opinions might possibly rise from within 
the people themselves. 3 For this last end some studies must 
be entirely prohibited, and others rewarded with supreme 
honour and advantage. Finally, some caste or class must 

1 Ezra ii. 64. * Dcreiibourrj, Essai, p. 20. 

8 Jost, Judcti tint in, vol. i. p. 94. 
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make it their special care to see that this great aim of national 
isolation be steadily carried ont—a caste which should itself 
be secure of abiding unchangeableness, by clinging fanatically 
to all that was old and traditional, and shrinking from any 
contact with whatever was foreign or new. 

The Mosaic laws had already inclined the Jew to a dislike 

4 / 

to friendly intercourse with other nations, and this feeling 
grew to a fixed contempt and aversion towards the rest of 
mankind, after the return, as Judaism deepened into a haughty 
bitterness of soul, under the influence of national sufferings, 
and weakened spiritual life. Tacitus describes the Jews of 
his day 1 as true to each other and ready with help* but filled 
with bitter hatred towards all other men; eating and marry¬ 
ing only among themselves; a people marked by sensual 
passions, but indulging them only within their own race . . . 
The first instruction to proselytes, says he, is to despise the 
gods, to abjure their country, and to cast off parents, children, 
or brothers. 2 Juvenal paints them as refusing to point out 
the way to any but a Jew, or to lead any one, not circumcised, 
to a fountain he sought. 3 

o 

A nation which thus hated all other men would be little 


disposed to sit at the feet of any people as scholars. Pre¬ 
judice, strengthened by express laws, shut out all foreign 
culture. A curse was denounced against any Jew who kept 
pigs, or taught his child Greek. 4 No one could hope for 
eternal life who read the books of other nations. 5 Josephus, 
with true Jewish pride, and smooth hypocrisy, tells us that 
his race looked down on those who had learned the language 
of foreign nations, such an accomplishment being common not 
only to free-born men, but to any slave who fancied it. He 
only is reckoned wise, he adds, among the Jews, who is 
skilled in the Law, and able to explain the sacred writings. 6 
In the days of our Lord, when advancement could be obtained 


only by a knowledge of Greek and of Grecian culture, pride 
and scruples often gave way before interest. 7 Still the nation, 


as a whole, held ignorance of everything not Jewish a sacred 
part of their religion. 


It was as little permitted that the hated Gentile should 
learn the Hebrew language or read the Law. St. Jerome 


1 a.d. 61-120. 3 Histor., v. 5. 

* Hat., xiv. 103. 4 Gfrorer’s Philo , vol. ii. p. 350. 

* Talmud, Sanhedrin Bah. 90. * Ant., xx. 11. 2. 

3 See the continuation of the passage of Josephus above quoted. 
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expatiates on the trouble and cost he had at Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem to get a Jew to help him in his Hebrew studies. 
His teacher “feared the Jews, like a second Nicodeinus.” 1 
“ He who teaches infidels the Law,” said the Rabbis, “ trans¬ 
gresses the express words of the command; for God mode 
Jacob ” (the Jews, not the heathen) “ to know the Law.” 

But though thus jealous of others, the greatest care w;us 
taken by the Jew to teach his own people the sacred books. 
Josephus boasts that “ if any one asked one of his nation a 
question respecting their Law, he could answer it more 
readily than give his own name ; for he learns every pai*t of 
it from the first dawn of intelligence, till it is graven into 
his very soul.” 2 That every Jewish child should be taught 
to read, was held a religious duty; and every boy was 
required to learn the Law. There was no Jew who did not 
know thoroughly the duties and rites of his religion, and the 
great deeds of his fathers; the misfortune was, that they 
were kept utterly ignorant of any other history than their 
own. 

The exact knowledge of the contents of the Books of the 

• O 

Law was, thus, within the reach of all; but much more was 
needed than the mere learning by heart the five Books of 
Moses, to gain the repute of a finished legal knowledge. The 
almost endless comments of the Rabbis must be mastered, 
by years of slavish labour, before one was recognised as a 
really educated man. Hence the nation was divided into 
two great classes of learned and unlearned, between whom 
there lay a wide gulf. Puffed up with boundless pride at 
their attainments, the former frankly denounced their less 
scholarly countrymen as “ cursed countrymen ” or boors.* 

The first trace of a distinct caste of professional legalists, 
if I may call them so, is found in the days of Ezra and 
Nehemiah, some eighty years after the return from Babylon. 
Jew'ish tradition speaks of these early Rabbis as tho “ men of 
the Great Synagogue,” 4 and adds that they trod in the foot¬ 
steps of the prophets—that i6, that they were their virtual 
successors. From the first they had great influence in the 
State. To secure a far more strict observance of the Law 
than had been known before, they gradually formed what 
they called a hedge round it—that is, they added endless 
refinements and subtleties to every command, that by tho 
observance of such external rites and precepts, the command 


1 EpU. Opera , Edit. Vallanii, vol. L p. 624. 


* c. Apion, ii. 19. 
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itself should be the less in danger of being broken. To this 
“hedge” Judaism owes the rigid fidelity of its people ever 
since; for rites and forms at all times find a much stricter 
obedience from the masses than the commands of a spiritual 

reli gion. 

In spite of all precautions, however, the new State had 
already the seeds of religions division in its midst, in a 
number of doctrines, hitherto more or less unknown, which 
had been brought back in the return from the captivity. 
These were adopted by the orthodox party, who were the 
great majority, but rejected by a few, in whom may be traced 
the srerm of the sect afterwards known as the Sadducees. 

_ C ^ 

The orthodox leaders, on the other hand, were the beginning 
of the party afterwards known as the Pharsees.® It was 
they who put the “ hedge ” round the Law ; the Sadducees 
insisted on standing by the simple letter of the laws of Moses 
alone. The one were the High-Churchmen of their nation, 
the others the Rationalists, with a cold creed which denied 
the existence of angels, the resurrection of the dead, and a 
future state, aud rejected Rabbinical tradition. The mass of 
the nation followed the Pharisees: the Sadducees were always 
a very small body. 

The Pharisees, as the leaders of the great bulk of the people, 
soon merged more strictly religious aims in the political one 
of moulding the State into a spurious independent theocracy, 
under the rule of their party. The Law, as expounded by 
them, with their thousand additions, was to rule supreme, in 
civil as well as religious life ; in the affairs of the nation, as 
well as those of the individual. 

The stormy times of the later Maccabsean kings gave the 
Pharisees an opportunity of playing a great part in the 
nation. The priests had previously given the new State a 
head in the person of the high priest, 1 Simon, brother of Judas 
Maccabseus. But his grandsons quarrelled, and the future 
history of the house became little more than a record of 
cruelties, disputes for the throne, civil wars, and persecutions. 
The orthodox party, led by the Pharisees, stoutly resisted the 
growing corruption, which ended by the Romans assuming 
supreme authority in Judea, with Herod as the vassal king. 
Asked to be arbiters, they ended as conquerors. The supre¬ 
macy of the Pharisees, who had done much to assist tho 
popular cause, was now secure. They had organized them- 


1 b.c. 140. 
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selves as a great power in the State, and maintained this 
position till the fall of the nation. Under Herod and t lie 
Romans, they were the soul of the great national partv, 
which only sullenly submitted to Herod and his family, or 
to the Roman power, as, alike, foreign oppressors, whom they 
could not shake off, foes accursed of God, as usurpers of His 
heritage. To them may be traced the restless turbulence 
of the nation, which neither terror nor flattery could appease 
—a turbulence which made Judea, to Herod and the Reman 
emperors, what Ireland at one time was to England, and 
Poland to Russia—the seat of chronic revolt, which knew no 
considerations of odds against success, and seemed to take 
counsel of despair. 

At the time of our Lord the Pharisees were at the height 

w n 

of their power. Josephus tells us that they numbered above 
6,000 men in Judea, in the days of Herod the Great; that 
the women, as especially given to religious enthusiasm, were 
on their side, and that they even had power enough, at times, 
to defy the king. 1 He describes them by name as a partv 
among the Jews who prided themselves greatly on their 
knowledge of the Law, and made men believe they wore holier 
than their neighbours, and especially in favour with God, and 
relates how they plotted with some of the ladies of Herod's 
family* to put Herod to death. They thwarted and opposed 
the king, he says, on every hand, refusing to own his authority 
or that of Rome, or to swear allegiance either to him or the 
Emperor, when all the nation was called on to do so, and, 
with the exception of them, consented. They even claimed 
the gift of prophecy, through the inspiration of God, asserting 
that He had decreed that Herod should die, and that the 


kingdom would pass to those who had shown them favour. 
The Sadducees had shrunk to a party few in number, though 
high in position, and had become so unpopular that when 
appointed to any office, they accepted it sorely against their 
will, and were forced to carry out the views of their rivals— 
the Pharisees—for fear of the popular fury. 2 

The political schemes of this great party were not confined 
to Judea. Its members were numerous in every part of the 


Roman empire, and were all closely bound to each other. 
Without a formal organization or a recognised head, they 


were yet, in effect, a disciplined army, by implicit and uni¬ 
versal assent to the same opinions. The same spirit and aim 


1 Ant., xvii. 2. 4 . 


1 Jos., Ant., xvih. 1. 4. See p. 56. 
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inspired all alike: teacher and follower, over the world, were 
but mutual echoes. They were, in effect, the democratic 
party of their nation, 1 the true representatives of the people, 
with the Maccabzean creed that “ God has given to all, alike, 
the kingdom, priesthood, and holiness.” * They considered 
themselves the guardians of the LaAv and of the ancestral 

c 

easterns, and trusted implicitly that He who selected their 
nation to be His peculiar people would protect them and 
tlieir country from all dangers, believing that, as long as they 
were faithful to God, no earthly power would in the end be 
permitted to rule over them. They repudiated the time¬ 
serving policy of the Herodian Sadducees, who maintained 
that a man’s destiny was in his own hands, and that human 
policy ought to dictate political action. Their noble motto 
was that “everything depends upon God but a man’s piety.” 3 
The misfortune was that, to a large extent, they divorced 
religion from morality, laying stress on the exact performance 
of outward rites, rather than on the duties of the heart and 
life, so that it was possible, as has been said of the Indian 
Brahmins, for the worst men among them to be, in their 
sense, the most religious. 

The one thought of this great party, in every land, was 
nothing less than the founding of a grand hierarchy, perhaps 
under the Messiah, 4 in which the Jews should reign over the 
whole world, and Jerusalem become the metropolis of the 
earth. They did not confine themselves to the spread of 
superstition and fanaticism amongst their own race, but sought 
proselytes in every country, especially among the rich and 
among women. In Rome itself, sunk as it was, like all the 
Gentile world of that age, in the dreariness of worn-out 
religions, they made many female cc averts among the great, 
even in the palace of the Caesars. Their kindness to their 
poor, their loving family life, their pure morals, compared to 
the abominations of the times, their view of death as a sleep, 
their hope of resting with the just, and rising with them to 
immortal happiness, had special charms in such an age. 5 The 
Great Synagogue of Ezra’s day, according to their traditions, 
had left them a solemn charge—“ to make many scholars; ” 6 

1 Geiger, Urschrift, p. 102 ff. 2 2 Maccab. ii. 17. 

3 Ginsburg, Art. Pharisees in Kitto’s Cyclopedia. 

4 Schrader’s Paulus , (Leben) vol. ii. p. 23. 

5 Renan, St. Paul , p. 106. 

s Jost understands this of multiplying schools of the Babbis, vol. I. 
p. 96. 
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and they compassed sea and land, in furtherance of this com¬ 
mand, to make one proselyte, though their worthless depen¬ 
dence, in too many cases, on mere outward religiousness, often 
made him, when won, “ twofold more the child of hell than 
themselves.” 1 The vast numbers thus gained to Judaism 
are shown in the multitudes from all countries present at tho 
Passover immediately after our Lord’s death,-and from many 
passages in heathen writers. 

The Pharisees, or, as I may call them, the Rabbis,® had 
thrown the hereditary priestly body of the nation quite into 
the shade in the days of Christ. A priest gained his position 
by birth ; a Rabbi owed his to himself. The Temple service, 
and the vast sums of money received from Jews in all parts 
of the world, as a yearly tax in support of their religion, gave 
the priests great influence, and opened, to the higher grades, 
the control of the greatest ecclesiastical offices in the nation, 
which still survived. But the influence of the Pharisees was 
so overwhelming that even the high priests were glad to 
respect their opinions, to secure public favour. “A priest,” 
says the Mischna, “ has precedence of a Levite, h a Levite of 
other Israelites, a common Israelite of a bastard, a bastard of 
one of the Nethinim, 1 a Nethin of a foreign proselyte, a foreign 
proselyte of a freed slave. This is the law when these 
persons are equal in other respects; but if a bastard be a 
Rabbi (a scholar of the wise), and the high priest not a Rabbi 
(and, therefore, one of “the ignorant country people ” who 
are “ cursed ” for not knowing the Pharisaic traditions, and 
requirements), such a bastard takes a higher place than such 
a high priest. k The multitudinous rites and ceremonies of 
the Mosaic Law. with the vast additions of the Pharisaic 

4 

“ hedge,” and the corrupting influence of power and general 
flattery, had the worst effects on the Pharisees as a body. 
They gave themselves up largely to formalism, outward 
religiousness, self-complacency, immeasurable spiritual pride, 
love of praise, superstition, 8 and deceit, till at last, after the 
destruction of the Temple, 4 they themselves laid the name of 
Pharisee aside, from its having become the symbol of mingled 
fanaticism and hypocrisy. 6 How thoroughly does this 
vindicate the language often used respecting them in the 

Gospels 1 

1 Matt, xxiii. 15. * Aots ii. 9. 

• Jost. JiUL Geseh., vol. iv. p. 76. Light foot , on Matt. iii. 7. 

* a.d. 70. 4 GIrorer’s Jahrhundcrt des Heils, vol. i. p. 140. 
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Yet it must not be tbongbt that there were no good men 
in their number. Though the Talmud names six classes of 

o - m 

them, which it denounces, it has a seventh—the Pharisee 
from Love, who obeys God because he loves Him with all his 
heart. But the six classes, 11 doubtless marked the character¬ 
istics of too large a proportion. Am ong the many figures 
whom our Lord passed in the streets of Jerusalem, and else¬ 
where, He must often have met those to whom the by-name 
was given of Shechemite Pharisees—who kept the Law only 
for interest, as Shechem submitted to circumcision simply to 
obtain Dinah; or the Tumbling Pharisee, who, to appear 
humble before men, always hung down his head, and shuffled 
with his feet on the ground, so that he constantly stumbled; 
or the Bleeding Pharisee, who, to keep himself from seeing a 
woman, walked with his eyes shut, and, so, often bled his 
head against posts; or the Mortar Pharisee, with a cap like 
a mortar over his eyes, to shut out all that might shock his 
pure nature; or the What-more-can-I-do Pharisee, who 
claimed to have kept the whole Law, and wished to know 
something new, that he might do it also; or the Pharisee 
from Pear, who kept the Law only for fear of the judgment 
to come. But He would also see Pharisees such as Hillel, 
the greatest of the Rabbis, the second Ezra, w r ho was, perhaps, 
still alive when Christ was born—who taught his school of 
a thousand pupils such precepts 2 as “ to be gentle, and show 
all meekness to all men,” “ when reviled not to revile again,” 
to “ Love peace and pursue it 
and thus commend the law 
wouldst not that a man should do to thee, do not thou to 
him,”- —or like just Simeon, who was a Pharisee, or Zacharias, 
the father of the Baptist, or Gamaliel, the teacher of Paul, or 

like Paul himself, for all these were Pharisees, and must have 
been types of many more. 3 

The Pharisees had, however, as a whole, outlived their true 
usefulness in the days of Christ, and had become largely a 
hollow pretence and hyprocrisy, as the monks and friars of 
Luther's day, or earlier, had outlived the earnest sincerity 
and real worth of the days of their founders. They had done 


, be kindly affectionate to all men, 
of God,” or “ Whatsoever thou 


Chal 


Godwyn 


p 4>. 

* Hillel died a.d. 12, according to Pressel. Rabbinismus. Herzog ., 
vol. xii. p. 471. 

* bee Laugen’s Judcuthum in Palccstina, p. 189, 
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good service in former times, in keeping alive the faith of 
their nation in the Messiah, the Kingdom of Heaven, the im¬ 
mortality of the soul, and the judgment to come, but they 
were now fast sinking into the deep corruption which, in a 

generation after Christ’s death, made them drop the very 
name of their party. 1 

1 Pharisaism died with Gamaliel, the teacher of St. PauL Jost, vol. L 
£. 263. 



CHAPTER VI. 


THE BABBIS AT THE TIME OF CHRIST, AND THEIR IDEAS 

RESPECTING THE MESSIAH. 


I F the most important figures in the society of Christ’s day 

were the Pharisees, it was because they were the Rabbis 
or teachers of the Law. As such they received superstitious 
honour, which was, indeed, the great motive, with many, to 
court the title, or join the party. 

The Rabbis were classed with Moses, the patriarchs, and the 
prophets, and claimed equal reverence. Jacob and Joseph 
were both said to have been Rabbis. The Targum of Jonathan 
substitutes Rabbis, or Scribes, for the word “ prophets,” 
where it occurs. Josephus speaks of the prophets of Saul’s 
day as Rabbis. In the Jerusalem Targum all the patriarchs 
are learned Rabbis: Isaac learned in the school of Seth; 
Jacob attended the school of Eber; and, hence, no wonder 
that Rabbis are a delisrht to God like the incense burned 

o 


before Him! They were to be dearer to Israel than father 
or mother, because parents avail only in this world, but the 
Rabbi for ever. They were set above kings, for is it not 
written, “ Through me kings reign ” ? Their entrance into a 
house brought a blessing; to live or to eat with them was the 
highest good fortune. To dine with a Rabbi was as if to 
enjoy the splendour of heavenly majesty, for it is written, 
“ Then came Aaron and all the elders in Israel, to eat bread 
with Moses’ father-in-law before God.” 1 * 

To learn a single verse, or even a single letter, from a 
Rabbi could be repaid only by the profoundest respect, for 
did not tradition say that David learned only two words from 
Ahithophel, and yet, simply for this, David made him his 
teacher, counsellor, and friend, as it is written, “ Thou art 
a man mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance?” 3 


1 Eisenmenger’s Judenthum Entdecktes , 2 vols. 4to. Konigsberg, 1711. 

Vol. i. p. 337. 

3 Eisenmenger, vol. i. p. 337. * 
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The table of the Rabbi was nobler than that of kings; and 
hia crown more glorious than theirs. 

The Rabbis went even farther than this in exalting their 
order. The Mischna declares that it is a greater crime to 
speak anything to their discredit than to speak against the 
words of the Law. 1 The words of the Rabbis arc to bo held 
as worth more than the words of the prophets; for the 
prophet is like a king’s legate who is to be owned on showing 
his master’s signet, bnt the Rabbis need no such witness, 
since it is written of them, “ Thou shalt do according to the 
sentence which they shall show* thee; ” 2 whereas it is said of 
the prophets, “ If he giveth thee a sign or a wonder.” 3 
Miracles are related which happened to confirm the savings 
of Rabbis. One cried out, when his opinion was disputed, 
“May this tree prove that I am right! ” and forthwith the 
tree was torn up by the roots, and hurled a hundred ells off. 
But his opponents declared that a tree could prove nothing. 
“ May this stream, then, witness for me! ” cried Eliezer, and 
at once it flowed the opposite way. Still, his opponents urged 
that water could prove nothing. “ Now,” said Eliezer, “ if 
truth be on my side, may the walls of the school confirm it! " 
He had scarcely spoken when the walls began to bow inwards. 
The Rabbi Joshua threatened them: “ What is it to you if 
the sons of the wise dispute? you shall not fall;” and, to 
honour Rabbi Joshua, the walls did not fall wholly together; 
but neither did they go back to their plaees, but remain slant¬ 
ing to this day, that the honour of Rabbi Eliezer might not 
suffer. At last Eliezer called for the decision of heaven: “ If 
I am right, let heaven witness.” Then came a voice from 
heaven, 4 and said, “Why dispute ye with Rabbi Eliezer? he 
is alwavs right! ” c 

Inordinate pride, one might think, could linrdly go farther 
than this, but the bigoted vanity of the Rabbis Christ had 
daily to meet, was capable even of blasphemy in its claims. 
The Talmud tells us that there are schools of the heavenly 
Rabbis above, as well as those of the earthly Rabbis here, 
and relates that, there once rose in the great Rabbi’s school 
of heaven a dispute respecting the law of the leper. The 
Almighty, who is the Chief Rabbi of the skies, pronounced 
a certain case, detailed in the text, as clean. But all the 
angels thought differently—for the angels are the scholars in 

1 FAtenmengtr, vol. i. p. 330. * Df at. xvii. 10. * Dent. xiii. 1. 

4 The daughter of th»voice (the Bath hoi). * Pava Mena, 69, b. 
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this great academy. Then said they, “ Who shall decide in 


this matter between ns ? ” It was agreed on both sides—God 
and the angels—to summon Ravah, the -son of Nachman, 
since he was wont to say of himself, “No one is equal to me 
in questions respecting leprosy.” Thereupon the Angel of 
Death was sent to him, and caused him to die, and brought 
his soul up to heaven, where Ravah, when brought before 
the heavenly academy, confirmed the opinion of God, which 
gave God no little delight. Then heavenly voices, which 
sounded down even to the earth, exalted the name of Ravah 
greatly, and miracles were wrought at his grave. 1 

Such a story illustrates better than any words the auda¬ 
cious claims and blasphemous spiritual pride with which 
our Lord had to contend, and which He often rebukes in the 
Pharisees of His day. Even the Talmud itself, in other parts, 


It was agreed on both sides 

o 


is forced to reprove it. 


The only palliation of it lies in the 


fact that the Law itself was written in a language which the 
people had long ceased to speak, so that it was left to the 
Rabbis to explain and apply it. The heads and leaders of 
the nation, they kept it in their leading-strings. It had come 
into their hands thus, and they were determined to keep it in 
the same state. Heresy, which would be fatal to the blind 
unanimity which was their political strength, could only be 
excluded by rigidly denouncing the least departure from their 
precepts. The Law and the Prophets must, therefore, be 
understood only in the sense of thdir traditions. The reading 
of the Scriptures was hence discouraged, 2 3 lest it should win 
their hearts, and they should cease to reverence the words of 
the Rabbis. One hour was to be spent on the Scriptures in 
the schools : two on the traditions. The study of the Talmud® 
alone won honour from God as from man. That vast mass 


of traditions, which now fills twelve folio volumes, was, in 
reality, the Bible of the Rabbis and of their scholars. 

Tet, in form, the Law received boundless honour. Every 
saying of the Rabbis had to be based on some words of it, 
which were, however, explained in their own way. The spirit 
of the times, the wild fanaticism of the people, and their own 
bias, tended, alike, to make them set value only on ceremonies 
and worthless externalisms, to the utter neglect of the spirit 
of the sacred writings. Still, it was owned that the Law 


1 Bava Mezia, 86, a; quoted by Eisenmenger , vol. L p. 13. Gfrorer, 

vol. i. p. 148. 

3 Berachoth, Babyl. 28, b; quoted by Gfrorer , vol. i. p. 150. 
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needed no confirmation, while the words of the Rabbis 

did. 

So far as the Roman authority under which they lived left 
them free, the Jews willingly put all power in the hands of 
the Rabbis. They or their nominees tilled every office, from 
tho highest in the priesthood to the lowest in the community. 
They were the casuists, the teachers, the priests, the judges, 
tho magistrates, and the physicians of the nation. But their 
authority went still further, for, by the Rabbinical law* 
nearly everything in daily life needed their counsel and aid. 1 
No one could be bom, circumcised, brought up, educated, 
betrothed, married, or buried—no one could celebrate the 
Sabbath or other feasts, or begin a business, or make a con¬ 
tract, or kill a beast for food, or even bake bread, without the 
advice or presence of a Rabbi. The words of Christ respecting 
binding and loosing 2 were a Rabbinical proverb : they bound* 
and they loosed as they thought fit. What they loosed was 
permitted—what they bound was forbidden. They were the 
brain, the eyes, the ears, the nerves, the muscles of the people, 
who were mere children apart from them. 3 

This amazing power, which has lasted for two thousand 
years, owed its vitality to the fact that no Rabbi could take 
money for any official duty. They might enslave the minds 
of the people, but they never abused their despotism to make 
gain of them. The great Rabbi Hillel says, “ He who makes 
gain of the words of the Caw, his life will be taken from the 
world.” 4 No teacher, preacher, judge, or other Rabbinical 
official, could receive money for his services. In practice this 
grand law was somewhat modified, but not to any great extent. 
A Rabbi might receive a moderate sum for his duties, not 
as payment, but only to make good the loss of time which he 
might have used for his profit. Even now it is a Jewish 
proverb that a fat Rabbi is little worth, and such a feeling 
must have checked those who, if they could, would have 
turned their position to pecuniary advantage. 

How, then, did the Rabbis live ? A child destined for this 
dignity began his training at five years of age, 5 and gradually 
Bhrank, in most cases, into a mere pedant, with no desire in 
life beyond the few wants needed to enable him to continue 


1 FTansratb, S. T. Zeitgesch vol. i. p. 89. 

1 Matt. xvi. 19 Jos., Bell. Jud ., i. 5. 2. 

• These are Gfrorer’a words, JahrUundert dc» Sells, vol. i. p. 155. 

« Scluirer, Lchrbuch, p. 443. * Gfrvrtr , vol. i. p. 161. 
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his endless study. It was, moreover, required that every 
Rabbi should learn a trade by which to support himself. 
“ He who does not teach his son a trade,” says Rabbi Jehuda, 
“ ip much the same as if he taught him to be a thief.” 

o 

In accordance with this rule, the greatest Rabbis maintaircd 
themselves by trades. 1 The most famous of them all, Rabbi 
Hillel. senior, supported himself by the labour of his hands. 
One Rabbi was a needle-maker, another a smith, another a 
shoemaker, and another, like St. Paul, who also was a Rabbi, 
was a tent-cover weaver. Rabbis who taught in schools 
received small presents from the children. 

But there were ways by which even Rabbis could get 
wealth. To marry the daughter of one was to advance one’s- 
self in heaven; to get a Rabbi for a son-in-law, and provide 
for him, was to secure a blessing. They could thus marry 
into the richest families, and they often did it. They could, 
besides, become partners in prosperous commercial houses. 2 

The office of a Rabbi was open to all, and this of itself 
secured the favour of the nation to the order, just as the 
same democratic feeling strengthened the Romish Church in 
the middle ages. The humblest. Jewish boy could be a master 
of the Law, as the humblest Christian, in after-times, could 
in the same way be a monk or priest; and the learned son of 
a labourer might, in both cases, look down with a kind of 
contempt on the proudest noble. 

Such, then, were the Rabbis in the days of our Lord. They 
were Pharisees as to their party, and Rabbis in their relations 
to the Law. That one who came, not indeed to destroy the 
Law and the Prophets, but to free them from the perversions 
of Rabbinical theology, should have been met by the bitterest 
hatred and a cruel death, was only an illustration of the sad 
truth, to which every age has borne witness, that ecclesiastical 
bodies which have the power to persecute, identify even the 
abuses of their system with the defence of religion, and are 
capable of any crime in their blind intolerance. 

The central and dominant characteristic of the teaching 
of the Rabbis was the certain advent of a great national 
Deliverer—the Messiah, or Anointed of God, or in the Greek 
translation of the title, the Christ. In no other nation than 
the Jews has such a conception ever taken such root, o« 
shown such vitality. Prom the times of their great natiouaJ 

* Delitzsch, Lehntand u. Handwerk., passim. 

• Schiirer , p. 444 Gfrarer, vol. i. p. 162. 
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troubles, under their later kings, the words of Moses, Da vid, 
and the prophets had, alike, been cited as divine promises of 
a mighty Prince, who should “restore the kingdom to Israel.” 
The Captivity only deepened the faith in His duly appearing, 
by increasing the need of it. Their fathers in far-distaut 
times of distraction and trouble, had clamoured for a Hin ,ir . 

* ^ F 

who should be their Messiah, the viceroy of God, anointed by 
prophets. They had had kings, but had found only a partial 
good from them. As ages passed, the fascination of the 
grand Messianic hope grew ever more hallowed, and became 
the deepest passion in the hearts of all, burning and glowing 
henceforth, unquenchably, more and more, and irrevocably 
determining the whole future of the nation. 

For a time, Cyrus appeared to realize the promised 
Deliverer, or at least to be the chosen instrument to prepare 
the way for Him. Zerubbabel, in his turn, became the centre 
of Messianic hopes. Simon Maccabeeus was made high-priest- 
king only “ until a faithful prophet—the Messiah—should 
arise.” As the glory of their brief independence passed 
away, and the Roman succeeded the hated Syrian as ruler 
and oppressor, the hope in the Star which was to come out 
of Jacob grew brighter, the darker the night. Deep gloom 
filled every heart, but it was pierced by the beam of this 
heavenly confidence. Having no present, Israel threw itself 
on the future. Literature, education, politics, began and 
ended with the great thought of the Messiah. When would 
He come ? What manner of kingdom would He raise ? The 
national mind had become so inflammable, long before Christ’s 
day, by constant brooding on this one theme, that any bold 
spirit, rising in revolt against the Roman power, could find 
an army of fierce disciples who trusted that it should be he 
who would redeem Israel. 

“ That the testimony of Jesus was the spirit of prophecy,” 1 
was but the Christian utterance of a universal Jewish belief 
respecting the Christ. “All the prophets,” says R. Clmja, 
“ have prophesied only of the blessedness of the days of the 
Messiah.” But it was to Daniel especially, with his seeming 
exactness of dates, that the chief regal’d was paid. It was 
generally believed that “the times” of that prophet pointed 
to the twentieth year of Herod the Great, and, when that 
was past, not to mention other dates, the year 67 of our 
reckoning was thought the period, and then the year 135; 
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tlie war which ended in the destruction of. Jerusalem rising 
from the one calculation, and the tremendous insurrection 
under Hadrian from the other. 

With a few, the conception of the Messiah’s kingdom was 
pure and lofty. The hearts of such as Zacharias, Elisabeth, 
Mary, Anna, Simeon, and John the Baptist, realized, more oi 
less, the need of a redemption of the nation from its spiritual 
corruption, as the first necessity. This grander conception 
had been slowly forming in the minds of the more religious. 
Before the days of the Maccabees, the conception of the 
Messiah had been that of a “ Son of David,” 1 who should 
restore the splendour of the Jewish throne; and this, indeed, 
continued always the general belief. But neither in the 
Book of Daniel nor in the later religious writings of the 
Jews before Christ, is the Messiah thus named, nor is there 
any stress laid on His origin or birthplace. Daniel, and all 
who wrote after him, paint the Expected One as a heavenly 
being. He was the Messenger, the Elect of God, appointed 
from eternity, to appear in due time, and redeem His people. 
The world was committed to Him as its Judge: all heathen 
king-s and lords were destined to sink in the dust before Him, 

c 1 7 

and the idols to perish utterly, that the holy people, the 
chosen of God, under Him, might reign for ever. He was 
the Son of Man, but, though thus man, had been hidden from 
eternity, in the all-glorious splendour of heaven, and, indeed, 
was no other than the Son of God, sitting at the right hand 
of the Majesty of His Father. He was the Archetypal Man 
—the ideal of pure and heavenly Manhood, in contrast to the 
fallen Adam. Two centuries before our era, He was spoken 
of as “the Word of God,” or as “the Word,” and as “Wisdom,” 
and as, in this way, the Incarnation of the Godhead. 2 

Such were, in effect, the conceptions gradually matured of 
the Messiah—the Immortal and Eternal King, clothed with 
divine power, and yet a man—which had been drawn from 
the earliest, as well as the latest, sacred or religious writings 
of the nation. But very few realized that a heavenly King 
must imply a holy kingdom; that His true reign must be in 
the purified souls of men. Few realized that the true pre¬ 
paration for His coming was not vain-glorious pride, but 
humiliation for sin. 

The prevailing idea of the Babbis and the people'alike, in 
Christ’s day, was, that the Messiah would be simply a great 


1 Derenbonrg, Essai, p. 21. 


3 See the Book of Enoch, passim. 
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prince, who should found a kingdom of matchless splendour. 
Nor was the idea of His heavenly origin by any means uni¬ 
versal : almost all fancied He would be only a human hero, 
who should lead them to victory. 

It was agreed among the Rabbis that His birthplace must 
be Bethlehem, and that He must rise from the tribe of Judah. 1 
It was believed that He would not know that He was the 
Messiah till Elias came, accompanied by other prophets, and 
anointed Him. Till then He would be hidden from the 
people, living unknown among them. The better Rabbis 
taught that the sins of the nation had kept Him from appear¬ 
ing, and that “if the Jews repented for one day, He would 
come.” 2 He was first to appear in Galilee; for, as the ten 
tribes had first suffered, they should first be visited. He was 
to free Israel by force of arms, and subdue the world under 
it. “How beautiful,” says the Jerusalem Targum, b “is the 
King Messiah, who springs from the house of Judah! Ho 
girds His loins, and descends, and orders the battle against 
His enemies, and slays their kings and their chief captains; 
there is no one so mighty as to stand before Him. He makes 
the mountains red with the blood of His slaughtered foes; 
His robes, dyed in their blood, are like the skins of the purple 
grapes.” “ The beasts of the field will feed for twelve months 
on the flesh of the slain, and the birds of the air will feed on 
them for seven years.” 3 * “ The Lord,” says the Targum, 

“ will revenge us on the bands of Gog. At that hour will 
the power of the nations be broken; they will be like a ship 
whose tackling is torn away, and whose mast is sprung, so 
that the sail can no longer be 6et on it. Then will Israel 
divide the treasures of the nations among them—a great store 
of booty and riches, so that, if there be the lame and blind 
among them, even they will have their share.” The heathen 
will then turn to the Lord, and walk in His light. 

The universal kingdom thus founded was to be an earthly 
paradise for the Jew. 4 * In that day, say the Rabbis, there 
will be a handful of corn on the top of the mountains, 6 and 
the stalks will be like palm-trees or pillars. Nor will it bo 

1 Targum Jenual. on Gen. xlix. 11. Jonathan Ben Cfcziff, on Zecb. x. 
8, 4; Isa. xi. 1; Micah v. 2. 

* Taanith, J era sal. Sect. Maimathai. Eisenmenger, yoL ii. p. 747* 

• Sohar, Levit. p. 169. 

4 The texts quoted below are those on which the Rabbis found the 

different opinions quoted. 

6 Ps. Ixxii. 16. 
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any trouble to reap it, for God will send a wind from His 
chambers, which will blow down the white flour from the 
ears. 1 One corn of wheat will be as large as the two kidneys 
of the hugest ox. All the trees will bear continually. A 
single grape will load a waggon or a ship, and when it is 
brought to the house they will draw wine from it as from a 
cask. 2 

A great king must have a great capital, and hence Jerusalem, 
the capital of the Messiah’s kingdom, will be very glorious. 
In the days to come, say the Rabbis, God will bring together 
Sinai, Tabor, and Carmel, and set Jerusalem upon them. 3 It 
will be so great that it will cover as much ground as a horse 
can run over from the early morning till its shadow is below 
it at noon. 4 It will reach to the gates of Damascus. 5 Some 
of them even tell us that its houses will be built three miles 
in height.* 5 Its gates will be of precious stones and pearls, 
thirty ells long and as broad, hollowed out. 7 The country 
round will be full of pearls and precious stones, so that Jews 
from all parts may come and take of them as they like. 8 

In this splendid city the Messiah is to reign over a people 
who shall all be prophets. 9 A fruitful stream will break 
forth from the Temple and water the land, 10 its banks shaded 
by trees laden with the richest fruits. No sickness or defect 
will be known. There will be no such thing as a lame man, 
or any blind or leprous; the dumb will speak and the deaf 
hear. 11 It will be a triumphal millennium of national pride, 
glory, and enjoyment. 11 

It was to a people drunk with the vision of such outward 
felicity and political greatness, under a world-conquering 
Messiah, that Jesus Christ came, with His utterly opposite 
doctrines of the aim and nature of the Messiah and His 
kingdom. Only here and there was there a soul with any 
higher or purer thoughts than such gross, material, and 
narrow dreams. 

1 Ps. lxxii. 16. 2 Deut. xxxii. 14. * Isa. ii. 2. * Zech. xiv. 20< 

* Zech. ix. 1. 8 Zech. xiv. 10. 7 Isa. liv. 12. 

1 Eisenmevger, vol. ii. pp. 839, 841, 842, 844, 845. 

I Joel iii. 1. 10 Ezek. xlvii. 12. 

II Isa. xxxv. 5, 6. Exod. xix. 8; xx. 18; xix. 17. 



CHAPTER VII. 

BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 

f I lHE time had at last come, when “the mystery which 
-L had been hid from ages and from generations ” 1 —the 
high purpose of God in the two thousand years’ history of 
Israel—was to be revealed. The true relations of man to his 
Maker and Heavenly King had been, throughout, the grand 
truth to be taught to mankind, in all future ages, from the 
education and example of the Jewish race, and this truth 
was now to be revealed directly by God Himself, all lower 
agencies and means having proved inadequate. 

' The people of Israel had been set apart by God, while yet 
only a family, as specially His own. Brought at last, after 
centuries, through the discipline of the household, the bondage 
of Egypt, and the life of the wilderness, to a settled home, as 
a nation, in Canaan, they were still more distinctly proclaimed 
by Him as “His people,” 2 “the portion of Jehovah”—the 
“ lot of His inheritance.” 3 The Lord their God Was their 
only-King, 4 and they were declared to be a “people holy to 
Him,” chosen as peculiarly His, “ above all other nations.” 5 
In them, as a nation, if they faithfully observed the “cove¬ 
nant ” which they had made with Him, was to be exhibited 
the spectacle of a visible kingdom of God amongst men—its 
obligations on the side of man, its high privileges on that of 
Heaven. 

As centuries passed, however, it was clear that Israel failed 
to realize the ideal of a “ people of Jehovah,” with Him as 
its direct and supremo Ruler. The anarchy of the days 
of the Judges—a period not unlike our own early history 
—showed too clearly that the nation, as such, was far from 
illustrating the true relations of man to God. 

1 Col. i. 26. 

3 Exod. it. 16. 1 Sam. ii. 24. 2 Sam i. 12; vi. 21. 2 Kirga ix. 6» 

8 Deut. xxxii. 9. 4 1 Sam. xii. 12. 

8 Deut. vii. G ; xiv. 2, 21; xxri. 19. 
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The Kingdom of God on earth, in the simplest form of His 
direct rule, with no human intervention, having proved too 
lofty and spiritual a conception, the second step in its de¬ 
velopment was introduced, by the appointment of a supreme 
magistrate as His representative and viceroy, He remaining 
the actual Sovereign. The king of Israel stood, thus, before 


the actual Sovereign. The king of Israel stood, thus, before 
the people, simply as the deputy of its invisible King, and 
was as much His servant, bound in all things to carry out 
only His will, as any of his own subjects. Yet his office, as 
the vicegerent of God, had an awful dignity. He was “ the 
Lord’s Anointed”—his Messiah 1 —consecrated to the dignity 
by the holy oil, which had, till then, been used only for 
priests. 

But the ideal sought was as far from being attained as 
ever. The history of Israel was very soon only that of other 
kingdoms round it. Instead of being holy to Jehovah, it 
turned from Him to serve other gods, and grew corrupt in 
morals as well as creed. The order of prophets strove to 
restore the sinking State, and recall the nation to its faith; 
and good kings from time to time listened to them, and 
sought to carry out their counsels. But the people them 
selves were degenerate, and many of the kings found it easy 
to lead them into still greater sin and apostasy. The pro¬ 
phets—at once the mouthpieces of God and the tribunes 
of the people—nobly resisted, but only to become martyrs 


to their fidelity. 


The inevitable result came, in the end, 


in the ruin of the State, and the exile in Assyria and 
Babvlon. 

ft' 

The third step was no less a failure. On the return from 


captivity, a zeal for Jehovah as the only King of Israel 
became the deep and abiding passion of all Jews. Hence¬ 
forward, it was determined that what we might call the 
“ Church ” should act as His vicegerent. By turns, priests, 
priest-kings, and other ecclesiastical or religious leaders, led 
the nation; but only as temporary substitutes for a great 
expected King 4 —the Messiah, before whose glory even that 
of David or Solomon, their most famous monarchs, would be 


as nothing. But they were as insensible as ever to the 
highest characteristics of a true Prince of the “people of 
God,” ruler or subject, alike, looking only to outward power 
and splendour, and political ambition, and forgetful of the 
grand fact that the kingdom of God must, first, of necessity, 


1 1 Sam. xvi. 6. 
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be the reign of holiness and truth, in both. Religion became 
a thing of outward observances, with which the heart and 
life had no necessary connection. The Messianic hopes of 
the centuries immediately before Christ degenerated into a 
standing conspiracy of the nation against their actual rulers, 
and a vain confidence that God would raise up some deliverer, 
who would “restore the kingdom to Israel” in a merely 
political sense. 

Thus the true conception of the kingdom of God had been 
well-nigh lost. A few of the Rabbis, indeed, with a finer 
spiritual sense, taught that the condition of the coming of 
the Messiah must be sincere repentance for their sins, on the 
part of the nation, and a return to a purer state. 1 But such 
counsels had little weight with the community. Blindly 
self-righteous, and yet wedded to evil, everything tended to 
a speedy extinction of Judaism by its inveterate corruption. 

It was at this time that the first direct steps were taken 
by God towards the advent of the time Messiah, who should 
finally erect, once for all, His, the true, divine, kingdom, on 
earth, all the dreams of which had hitherto been such dis¬ 
astrous failures. He would thus save Judaism from itself, 
by perpetuating that which was permanent in it, under His 
holy and spiritual reign. Discarding all that was merely 
temporary and accidental, and bringing into lasting pro¬ 
minence whatever of everlasting truth the older dispensation 
contained, He would found the only true kingdom of God 
possible on earth: one in which the perfect holiness of the 
Anointed Head should stimulate a like holiness in all, and, 
indeed, demand it. The Messianic hope was to be realized 
in a grander and loftier sense than man had dreamed, but 
the very grandeur and loftiness of the realization would attest 
its divine authority and source. 2 

The priests among the Jews had been divided, since the 
time of David, that is, for about a thousand years, into twenty- 
four courses, 3 known also as “houses” and “families.” b Of 
the original courses, however, only four, 4 each numbering 
about a thousand members, had returned from Babylon after 
tho captivity; but out of these the old twenty-four courses 
v/oro reconstituted, with the same names as before,* that the 

1 Gfrdrer’s JahrhuruJcrt des Beils , vol. ii. p. 224. Eisenmenger’s Jud. 

Entdeektes, vol. ii. pp. 670, 671, 673. 

3 See on this whole subject the finely philosophical ohapters of Ewold’a 
Geschichte, vol. v. pp. 125-170. 

* 1 Cliron. xxiv. 1-16. 4 Ezra ii. 36-39. 
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original 


organization might he perpetuated as far as pos¬ 


sible. The priesthood of the second Temple, however, never 
took the same rank as that of the first. - The diminished 
glory of the sanctuary in which it ministered, compared with 
that of Solomon, alone, made this inevitable, for the second 
Temple had no longer the sacred ark, with its mercy seat and 
the overshadowing cherubim, nor the holy fire, 1 kindled at 
first from heaven, nor the mysterious Shechina, or Glory of 
God, in the Holy of Holies, nor the tables of stone written 
by the finger of God, nor the ancient Book of the Law, 
handed down from the great lawgiver, Moses. The spirit of 
prophecy was no longer granted; the Urim and Thummim 
no longer shone out mysterious oracles from the breast of 
the high priest, and the holy anointing oil, that had been 
handed down, as the Rabbis taught, from the days of Aaron, 
had been lost. There could thus be no consecration of the 
high priest, or his humbler brethren, by that symbol which 
above all others had been most sacred—the priestly anoint¬ 
ing. The priests were now set apart to their office only 
by solemnly clothing them with their official robes, though 
the subordinate acts of sacrifice and offering were no doubt 


continued. The rise of the Synagogue, and the supreme im¬ 
portance attached to the study of the Law, tended also to 
throw the office of the priest into the back-ground. 2 In the 
centuries after the Return, the Rabbi became the foremost 
figure in Jewish history. Yet the priest was a necessary 
appendage to the Temple, and even the traditions of the past 
lent his office dignity. 

The services at the Temple in Jerusalem, where alone sac¬ 
rifices could be offered, were entrusted to the care of each 
course in rotation, 3 for a week of six days and two Sabbaths, 
and, hence, the members of each, whose ministrations might 
be required, had to go up to Jerusalem twice a-year. 

As the office was hereditary, the number of the priesthood 
had become very great in the days of our Lord, so that 
according to the Talmud, in addition to those who lived in 
the country, and came up to take their turn in the Temple 
services, thp.re were no fewer than 24,000 settled in Jeru¬ 
salem, and half that number in Jericho. This, however, is 
no doubt an exaggeration. Josephus is more likely correct 
in estimating the whole number at somewhat over 20,000. 4 


1 Lev. ix. 24. 

3 2 Kings xi. 9. 2 Cbron. xxiii. 8. 
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But even this was an enormous proportion of clergy to the 
population of a country like Judea, as the name was tlu-n 
applied,—a district of about 100 miles in length, and sixty 
in breadth, 1 or as nearly as possible of the same number of 

square miles as Yorkshire. They must have been a more 
familiar sight in the streets of Jerusalem, and of the towns 
and villages, than the seemingly countless ecclesiastics in 
the towns and cities of Spain or Italy at this time. d 

The social position, as "well as official standing, of such a 
large order necessarily varied greatly. First in consideration, 
after the high priest, came his acting deputy, or assistant— 
the Sagan —and those who had filled that office, and the heads 
or presidents of the twenty-four courses—collectively, the 
“high priests,” or “chief priests,” - of Josephus and the New 
Testament; and next, the large body of officiating priests, 
the counterpart of our working clergy. But there were, be- 

uneducated, who were the object of contempt, from their 
ignorance of the Law r , in the Rabbinical sense. The countless 
sacrifices and offerings, with the multiplied forms to be 
observed in connection wdth them, which were settled by the 
strictest rules, required a knowledge at once minute and 
extensive, which could only be attained by assiduous and 
long-continued labour. Hence, it is no w r onder that there 
were many priests who knew little beyond the rites in which 
they had to take part. The priesthood w’as thus divided 
into “ the learned ” *—or those who knew and observed the 


sides, large numbers, like the lower priests of Russia or ltal 


countless laws of ceremonial cleanness, and the endless ritual 
enforced—and “common priests.” 3 There were others, 
doubtless in large numbers, whom some physical defect, or 
other cause, disqualified from public ministrations, though 
they retained a right to their share of the offerings. 4 * 

The great mass of the order must have been poor in the 
days of Christ, w’hich were certainly in no way higher in tone 
than those of Malachi, when blind, and torn, and lame, and 
sick beasts were offered for sacrifice, so that the priest as 
well as the altar suffered ; and “ the whole nation ” withheld 


their tithes and offerings. 6 The higher ranks of the priest¬ 


hood—rich and haughty 



ontributed to the degradation of 


their poorer brethren, whom they despised, oppressed, and 


1 Lewis, Heb. Repub., vol. i. p. 2. 

• Jost, Judenthvm, vol. i. p. 156. 
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plundered. Nor was the general character of the priesthood) 
uuaftected by the corruption of the times; as a class, they 
were blind guides of the blind. Not a few, however, in so 
numerous a body, must have retained more or less religious 
sensibility, for we find that many even of the members of the 
Jerusalem Council 1 were so alive to the corruption of tho 
hierarchy at large, that they believed on Christ, its great 
antagonist, and a large number of priests, shortly after His 
crucifixion, openly joined His disciples . 8 But the evil was 
deep-rooted, and widely spread, and the corruption and de¬ 
moralization of the order, especially in its higher ranks, grew 
more and more complete. The high society of Jerusalem was 
mainly comprised in a circle of governing priestly families, 
and their example tainted the whole priesthood. 

The pride, the violence, irreligion, and luxury of this 
ecclesiastical aristocracy already, at the beginning of our era, 
pointed to the excesses they erelong reached. After the 
banishment of Archelaus, in the early childhood of our Lord, 
the government became an aristocracy—the high priests 
virtually ruling the nation—under the Romans. Under 
Herod and his son, they had been mere puppets, elevated to 
their dignity for their proved subserviency to their royal 
masters.' Under Agrippa II., h ladies bought the high priest¬ 
hood for their husbands for so much money. Martha, 
daughter of Boethus, one of these simoniacs, when she went 
to see her husband, spread carpets from her door to the gate 
of the Temple. The high priests themselves were ashamed 
of their most sacred functions. The having to preside over 
the sacrifices was thought by some so repulsive and degrading, 
that they wore silk gloves when officiating, to keep their 
hands from touching the victims. Given to gluttony—the 
special vice of their Roman masters—they also, like them, 
abandoned themselves to luxury, and oppressed the poor, to 
obtain the means for indulgence. Thoroughly heathen in 
feeling, they courted the favour of the Romans, who repaid 
them by rich places for their sons, and they openly robbed 
and oppressed the poor priests supported by the people, going 
the length of violence in doing so . 3 Josephus tells U3 that 
they even sent their servants to the threshing-doors, and took 
away by force the tithes that belonged to the priests, beating 
those who resisted, and that thus not a few poorer priests 
died for want . 4 

1 Meyer’s Kommevtar. John xii. 42. Acts vi. 7. 2 Ant., xx. 10. 1. 

* Kciiiiu, L’Antechrist, p. 18. 4 Ant., xx. 8. 8; 0. 2. 
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Yet the office of the priest, in itself, was the highest in 
Jewish society, and the whole order formed a national aristo¬ 
cracy/ however poor and degraded many of its members 
might be. Every priest was the lineal descendant of a priestly 
ancestry running back to Aaron, and as the wives of the order 


were generally chosen from within its families, this lofty 
pedigree in many cases marked both parents. 

The law fixed no certaiu age at which the young priest 
should enter on his office, though the Rabbis maintain that 
he needed to bo at least twenty, since David had appointed 
that age for the Levites. 1 As in corrupt ages of the Church, 
however, this wholesome rule was not always observed, for 
Josephus 2 tells us that Herod made Aristobulus high priest 
when he was seventeen, and we read of common priests whoso 
beaids were only beginning to grow. 3 

The special consecration of the young priest began whilo 
he was yet only a lad. As soon as the down appeared on his 
cheek he had to appear before the council of the Temple, that 
his genealogy might be inspected. 4 If it proved faulty, ho left 
the Temple clad in black, aud had to seek another calling: 
if it satisfied the council, a further ordeal awaited him. Thcro 


were 140 bodily defects, k any one of which would incapacitate 
him from sacred duties, and he was now carefully inspected 
to discover if he were free from them. If he had no blemish 


of any kind, the white tunic of a priest was given him, and 
he began his official life in its humbler duties, as a training 
for higher responsibilities in after years. 5 

Ordination, or rather the formal consecration, followed, 
when the priest attained the legal age. For this, much more 
was necessary, in theory, than freedom from bodily blemish. 
The candidate must be of blameless character, though, in 
such an age, this, no doubt, was little considered. 

The ceremony, as originally prescribed, was imposing. 
The neophyte was first washed before the sanctuary, as a 
typical cleansing, and then clothed in his robe. His head 
was next anointed with holy oil, 8 and then his priestly turban 
wae put on him. A young ox was now slain as a sin-offering, 
the priest putting his hands upon its head; then a ram fol- 


1 1 Chron. xxiii. 24. * Ant., xv. 3. 3. 

• Misckna Joma, vol. i. p. 7; quoted by Wilier. 

4 c. Apion , i. 7. Jost, vol. i. p. 154. 

• Lightfoot’s Temple Service; quoted in Diet, of Bible: Art. Priest. 

• Lev. iv. 3, 10 ; vi. 20. ExckL xxix. 1-37; xxviii. 41; xl. 13-la 
Lev. xxi. 10. 
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lowed, as a whole burnt offering, and after that, a second ram 
as an offering of consecration, and this was the crowning 
feature in the rite. Some of the warm blo'od of the victim 
was put on the right ear, the right thumb, and the right great 
toe of the candidate, to show his complete consecration to the 
service of Jehovah. He was then sprinkled with the blood 
flowing from the altar, and with the holy oil, as if to convey 
to him their purifying virtues, and transform him into another 
man. This sprinkling was the sign of completed consecration ; 
he was now a priest. The pieces of the ram for the altar, 
with the meat-offering that accompanied them, were put into 
his hands, to show that he could, henceforth, himself prepare 
what was needed for the altar services. Having laid them 
on the altar, other ceremonies followed. The pieces 6f the 
sacrifice usually given to the priest were consumed as a 
special sin-offering, and with their burning on the altar the 
installation into office ended. The first day, however, did not 
close the ceremonies. The same sacrifices offered on this day 
were required to be repeated on each of the seven days fol¬ 
lowing, that the solemnity of the act might be felt by all. It 
had been thus in the early and glorious days of the priesthood, 
but how many of these ceremonies were observed under the 
second Temple is not known. 1 

The official dress of a priest, like that of the priests of 
ancient Egypt, was of white linen. On his head he wore a 
kind of turban in his ministrations, reverence demanding 
that he should not enter the presence of Jehovah uncovered, 
and for the same reason his feet were left bare, the ground 
on which he stood, in the near vision of the Almighty, being 
holy. 1 The full official dress was worn only in the Temple, 
and was kept there by a special guardian, when the minis¬ 
trations ended for the time. 2 In private life a simpler dress 
was worn, 3 but whether in his service at the Temple or at his 
house, he was still a priest, even to the eye. The richly 
ornamented dress of the high priest—the “ golden vestment,” 
as it was called by the Rabbis 4 —was, of course, much moro 
costly than that of his brethren, and passed down from one 
high priest to another. It marks the character of the times 
that, under the Romans, it was kept in their hands, and only 
given out to the high priest, for use, when needed. 5 m 

1 Exod. iii. 5. 3 Mischna Sckekal, v. 1. 3 Bell. Jud., v. 5. 7. 

4 Godwyn’s Aaron and Moses, p. 15. Jost, vol. i. p. 150. 

* Jos., Ant., xviii. 4. 3 ; xx. 1. 1. 
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The duties of the priests were many and various. It was 
their awful and peculiar honour to “ come near the Lord.” 1 
None but they could minister before Him, in the Holy Place 
where He manifested His presence: none others could “cornu 
nigh the vessels of the sanctuary or the altar.” It was death 
for any one not a priest to usurp these sacred prerogatives. 
They offered the morning and evening incense; trimmed the 
lamps of the golden candlestick, and tilled them with oil; set 
out the shewbread weekly; kept up the tire on tho great altar 
in front of the Temple; removed the ashes of the .sacrifices ; 
took part in the slaying and cutting up of victims, and 
especially in the sprinkling of their blood; and laid the 
offerings of all kinds on the altar. They also announced the 
new moons, which were saered“ days, like the Sabbaths, by 
the blowing of trumpets. Hut this was a small part of their 
duties. They had to examine all cases of ceremonial unelean- 
ncss, especially leprosy, clearing those who were pure, and 
pronouncing others unclean; 2 to estimate, for commutation, 
the value of the countless offerings vowed to the Temple, 8 
and to watch the interior of the Temple by night. 4 They were 
required, moreover, to instruct the people in the niceties of 
the Law, 5 and to give decisions on many points 6 reserved, 
among us, to magistrates. The priests, in fact, were, within 
certain limits, the judges and magistrates of the land, though 
the Sanhedrim, which was the supreme court in later Jewish 
history, was composed of chief priests, laymen, and scribes, or 
Rabbis, in apparently equal numbers. 8 0 

It was necessary that an officiating priest should be in 
every point ceremonially “ clean ” during his period of duty, 
for a priest who was not “clean” could not enter the Temple.® 
A wise law prohibited his tasting w ine or strong drink during 
the term of his service. The demonstrations of grief common 
to the nation were unhvwful in him; he must not rend his 
garments, or cut himself, or shave his beard or head, what¬ 
ever befell him or his. 10 p Contact with tho dead was to be 
carefully shunned as a defilement. 11 


1 Exod. xix. 22. Num. xvi. 5; xviii. 9. 

* Matt. viii. 4. Mark i. 44. Luke-v. 14. 


4 

e 


Mischna Middath, i. 1; quoted by Winer. 
Deut. xvii. 8 ff. 
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The same ideal purity, as of one holy to the Lord, marked 
the laws of the priest’s marriage, for he could only marry a 
virgin, or a widow Avho had not been divorced, and she must 
be a pure Israelite lawfully born. 1 q The daughters of priests 
were held in special honour, and marriage of priests with 
them was in high favour. A priest, says Josephus, must 
marry a wife of his own nation, without having any regard 
to money, or other dignities; but he is to make a scrutiny, 
and take his w'ife’s genealogy from the ancient records, and 
procure many witnesses to it, 3 just as his own had been care¬ 
fully tested before his consecration. An order thus guarded 
by countless special laws must have been as sacred in the 
eyes of the multitude as the almost similarly exclusive Brah¬ 
mins of India. Josephus could make no boast of which he 
felt so proud as that he belonged to such a sacerdotal 
nobility.' 1 

Thirteen towns, mostly near Jerusalem, and thus affording 
easy access to it, when their duties called them to the Temple, 
were assigned to the priests. 1 During their term of service 
they lived, in rooms in the Temple buildings, but they came 
there alone, leaving their households behind them. 

For the support of the order, provision had been made from 
the earliest times, by assigning them part of the various 
tithes paid by the people; 5 fees for the redemption of the 
first-born of man or beast, and in commutation of vows, and 
what may be called the perquisites of their office—the shew- 
bread, heave-offerings, parts of the sacrifices, the first-fruits 
of corn, wine, and oil, and other things of the same kind. 6 
Officiating priests were thus secured in moderate comfort, if 
they received a fair proportion of their dues, and the whole 
order had, besides, the great advantage of freedom from any 
tax, 7 and from military service. 

Among the members of this sacred caste ministering in the 
Temple, in the autumn of the sixth year 1- before that with 
wffiich the Christian era, as commonly reckoned, commences, 
was one who had come up, apparently, from Hebron.® Ho 
was now an elderly man, and had left behind him, at home, 
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a childless wife—Elisabeth bv name 


like himself, advanced 


in years 


The two were in the fullest sense “ Israelites in¬ 


deed : ” their family records hnd established their common 
descent from Aaron, and their lives proved their lofty reali¬ 
zation of the national faith, for “ they were, both, righteous 
before God, walking 1 in .all the commandments and ordi¬ 
nances D of the Lord blameless.” 1 


But, notwithstanding all the satisfaction and inward peace 
of innocent and godly lives, in spite of the natural pride they, 
doubtless, felt in the consideration that must have been shown 
them, as born of a priestly ancestry, stretching back throuyh 
fifteen hundred years, and though they must have had around 
them the comforts of a modest competency, there was a secret 
grief in the heart of both. Elisabeth had no child, and what 
this meant to a Hebrew wife it is hard for us to fanev. 


Rachel’s words, “ Give me children, or else I die,” 3 were the 
burden of every childless woman’s heart in Israel. The birth 
of a child was the removal of a reproach. 3 Hannah’s pmyer* 
for a son was that of all Jewish wives in the same position. 
To have no child was regarded as a heavy punishment 1‘iom 
the hand of God. 5 How bitter the thought that his name 

c 

should perish was for a Jew to bear, is seen in the law which 
required that a childless widow should be, forthwith, mar ied 
by a dead husband's brother, that children might be ra sed 
up to preserve the memory of the childless man, by In ng 
accounted his.® Nor was it enough that oue brother oi a 

# o 

number acted thus: in the imaginary instance given by :h 
Sadducees to our Lord, seven brothers, 7 in succession, took a 
dead brother’s wife for this object. The birth of a child was 
therefore a special blessing, 8 as a security that the name of 
his father “ should not be cutoff from among his brethren, 
and from the gate of his place,” and that it should not be 
“ put out of Israel.” 9 Ancient nations, generally, seem to 
have had this feeling, 10 and it is still so strong among 
Orientals, that after the birth of a first-born son, a father 
and a mother are no longer known by their own names, but 
as the father and mother of the child.* There was, besides, 
a higher thought of possible relations, however distant, to 


1 Luke i. 6. 8 G«n. xxx. 1. 
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tlie great expected Messiah, by the birth of children; but 
Zacharias and Elisabeth had reason enough to sorrow at their 
childless home, even on the humbler ground of natural senti¬ 
ments. They had grieved over their misfortune, and had 
made it the burden of many prayers, but years passed, and 
th ey had both grown elderly, and yet no child had been 
vouchsafed them. 

The autumn service of the course of Abia had taken 
Zacharias to Jerusalem, and his week of Temple duty was 
passing. As a ministering priest he had a chamber in the 
cloisters that ran along the sides of the outer Temple court. 
His office took him day by day, in his white official robes, to 
the fourth and inmost space, immediately beside the sanctuary 
itself, a part into which none could enter but priests wearing 
their sacred garments. This court rose above three other 
spaces, all, in succession, lower 1 —the court of the men, 
that of the women, and that of foreigners who had become 
Jews 2 —each, separated from the other by marble walls or 
balustrades, and approached only by great gates, famous 
throughout the world for their magnificence. Above, in 
the central space, stood the sanctuary, springing from a level 
fifteen steps higher than the court of the Israelites, next, 
below it, and thus visible from all parts, as the crown and 
glory of the whole terraced structure. It was built of blocks 
of fine white marble, each about 37 feet 7 in length, 12 in 
height, and 18 in breadth, 3 the courses which formed the 
foundations measuring, in some cases, the still huger size of 
70 feet in length, 9 in width, and 8 in height. 4 The whole 
area enclosed within the Temple bounds formed a square of 
600 or 900 feet,* and over the highest level of this rose the 
gilded walls of the sanctuary, a building, perhaps, about 150 
feet long by 90 broad, 5 with two wings or shoulders of 30 
feet each, on a line with the facade, the whole surmounted 
by a roof glittering with gilded spikes, to prevent pollution 
from above by unclean birds alighting on it." 1 

When it is remembered that the natural surface of the hill 
on which these amazing structures were built was altogether 
too contracted and steep to supply the level space needed, 
the grandeur of the architecture as a whole will be even more 

1 Jos., Bell. Jud., v. 5. 2. * Jos., c. Apion, ii. 8. 

• Jos., Ant., xv. 11. 3. 4 Bell. Jud,., v. 5. 6. 
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apparent. The plateau of the successive courts was only 
secured by building up a wall from the valley beneath, to the 
height required, and this, on the south side, required a solid 
mass of masonry about GoO feet in length, and almost equal in 
height to the tallest of our church spires, while on the top of 
an erection so unequalled, rose the magnificeut Royal Porch, 
a building longer and higher than York Cathedral. 1 No won¬ 
der Josephus calls such a wall “ the most prodigious work ever 
heard of,” nor that its surpassing magnificence, in these years, 
when its dazzling whiteness shone fresh from the mason’s 
hands, should have gone abroad to all countries. 2 

The sanctuary itself was divided into two unequal parts— 
the Holy and the Holy of Holies.** Before the porch stood 
the great altar for burnt offerings, with rows of rings,—to 
which the beasts for sacrifice were tied,—sunk in the pave¬ 
ment, near,—while a line of cedar beams, resting on eight 
low pillars, gave the priests the means of hanging up the 
slaughtered victims, to dress them for the altar. The Holy 
of Holies, the inmost division of the sanctuary, was left an 
awful solitude throughout the year, except on the great Day 
of Atonement, on which the high priest entered it alone. In 
the Temple standing in Christ’s day it was entirely empty. 3 
unless, indeed, the tradition of the Mischna 4 be correct, that 
a stone stood in it, instead of the long-lost Ark of the Cove¬ 
nant, as a spot on which the high priest could rest his censer. 
Great gates,** plated with gold, shut in this awful chamber, 
and a thick veil of Babylonian tapestry, in which blue and 
scarlet and purple were woven into a fabric of matchless 
beauty and enormous value—the veil that was afterwards 
rent in twain at the time of the crucifixion 0 —hung before it, 
dividing it from the Holy Place,nnd shutting out all light 
from its mysterious depths. dd 

The entrance to the Holy Place was by two doors, of vast 
height and breadth, covered with plates of gold, 6 as was the 
whole front on each side of them, over a breadth of thirty 


feet, and a height of fully a hundred and thirty 'J The upper 
part, over the gates, which remained always open, was covered 
by an ornamentation of great golden vines,•'from which hung 
clusters of grapes the length of a man’s stature. No wonder 
Josephus adds that such a front wanted nothing that could 


1 The Recovery of Jerusalem, p. 9. 1 Jos., Ant., xt. 11. 3. 
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give an idea of splendour, since the plates of gold, of great 
weisrht, as he adds, reflected the rays of the morning sun with 
a dazzling brightness, from which the eyes turned away 
overpowered. 1 When the gates of the Holy Place were 
opened, all was seen as far as the inner veil, and all glittered 
with a surface of beaten gold. 

In the Holy Place stood only three things: the golden 
candlestick with its seven lamps, in allusion to the seven 
planets; 2 the table of shewbread; and between them, the 
altar of incense. In the entrance, which was merely the open 
fore-half of the sanctuary, and, like the rest of the front, was 
covered with plates of gold, stood two tables, one of marble, 
the other of gold, on which the priests, at their entering or 
coming out of the Holy Place, laid the old shewbread and the 
new. 3 Before the entrance, in the court of the priests, stood 
the great altar of burnt offering, of unhewn stone, which no 
tool had touched, and the brazen laver, 4 in which the priests 
washed their hands and feet before beginning their ministra¬ 
tions. 


“ In the morning,” says Josephus, 5 “at the opening of the 
inner temple,” that is, of the court of the priests, “ those who 
are to officiate, receive the sacrifices, as they do again at noon. 
It is not lawful to carry any vessel into the holy house. 
W r hen the days are over in which a course of priests officiates, 
other priests succeed in the performance of the sacrifices, and 
assemble together at mid-day and receive the keys of the 
Temple, and the vessels.” Among the various priestly duties 
none was of such esteem as the offering of incense. The heat 
of eastern and southern countries, by its unpleasant physical 
effects, doubtless first- led to the practice of burning odorous 
substances, though luxury and mere indulgence soon adopted 
it. Ultimately, not only chambers, clothes, 6 and furniture 
wtvre thus perfumed, but the beards and whole persons of 
guests, in great houses, at their coming and leaving. 7 Bui n- 
ing censers were waved before princes, and altars, on which 
incense was burned, were raised before them in the streets, 


when they entered towns or cities. 8 Thus esteemed a mark 
of the highest honour, the custom was early transferred to 
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religious worship, in the belief that the Deity delighted in the 

odours thus offered. Hence it became a part of the recognised 

worship of Jehovah, 1 the Mosaic law requiring incense to be 

burnt on the altar with many offerings. 2 A dailv incense 

offering morning and evening, on a special altar, in theHolv 

PI ace, at the times of trimming and kindling the sacred 

lamps, 3 w’as also ordained, and another yearly, in the Holvof 

Holies, by the high priest, on the great Day of Atonement. 4 

The daily incense offering required the ministration of two 

priests, 11 one of whom bqre the incense in a special vessel; the 

other, glowing embers in a golden fire-pan, from the altar of 

burnt sacrifice before the entrance of the Holy Place, 5 and 

these he spread on an altar within. The first priest then 

sprinkled the incense on the burning coals, an office held so 

honourable 6 that no one was allowed to perform it twice,® 

since it brought the offering priest nearer the Divine Presence 

in the Holy of Holi es than any other priestly act, and 

carried with it the richest blessing from on high, which all 

“ “ 7 

ought to have a chance of thus obtaining. Like the rest of 
the sacred functions, it was determined daily by lot.' 11 * 

During the burning of the incense, each morning and night, 
the worshippers in the different courts remained in silent 
prayer, their faces towards the holy spot where the symbol of 
their devotions was ascending in fragrant clouds towards 

o ~ 

heaven: their fondest hope being that their prayer might 
rise up, 7 odorous and well-pleasing like it, towards Jehovah. 
While the priests entered, morning and evening, into the 
Holy Place, with its seven lamps burning night and day for 
ever, the memento of the awful presence in the pillar of fire 
that had guarded them of old, u and its table of “ continual 
bread ” of the presence—a male lamb, with the due fruit and 
drink-offering connected with 6uch a sacrifice, was ready to 
be offered on the great altar of burnt offering outside. 8 The 
atoning sacrifice, and the clouds of incense, the outward 
symbol of the prayers of the people, were thus indissolubly 
associated, and so holy were they in all eyes, that the hoars 
sacred to them were known as those of the morning and tho 
evening sacrifice.® They Berved, still further, to set a time, 

* Dent, xxxiii. 10. * Lev. ii. 1 ff.; vi. 15. * Exod. xl. 27. 
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0 Two lambs were offered on Sabbaths, Num. xxviii. 9,10* 

» l Kings xviii. 29. 36. 



ZACHARIAS IN THE HOLY PLACE. 


93 


throughout the JevvisJi world, for the morning and evening 
prayers of all Israel, and thus, when the priest stood by the 
incense altar, and the flame of the burnt - offering, ontside, 
ascended, the prayers offered in the Temple courts were 
repeated all over the land, and even in every region, however 
distant, to which a godly Jew had wandered. 

On the day when our narrative opens, the lot for the daily 
incense offering had fallen on Zacharias. In his white sacer¬ 
dotal robes, with covered head and naked feet, at the tinkling 
of the bell which announced that the morning or evening 
sacrifice was about to be laid on the great altar, he entered 
the Holy Place, that the clouds of the incense, which sym¬ 
bolized Israel’s prayers, might herald the way for the smoke 
of the victim presently to be burned in their stead. u In a 
place so sacred, separated only by a veil from the Holy of 
Holies, the awful presence chamber of the Almighty—a place 
where God had already shown that He was near, by human 
words to the officiating priest ,D1U —at a moment so solemn, 
when it had fallen to him to enjoy an awful honour which 
most of his brethren could not expect to obtain, and which 
could never be repeated, he must have been well-nigh over¬ 
powered with emotion. At the tinkling of the bell all the 
priests and Levites took their stations through the Temple 
courts, and he and his helper began their ministrations. 

And now the coals are laid on the altar, the helping priest 
retires, and Zacharias is left alone with the mysterious, ever¬ 
burning lamps, and the glow of the altar which was believed 
to have been kindled, at first, from the pillar of fire in the 
desert, and to have been kept unquenched, by miracle, since 
then. 1111 He pours the incense on the flames, and its fragrance 
rises in clouds, which are the symbol of the prayers of Israel, 
now rising over all the earth. As the intercessor for his 
people, for the time, he, too, joins his supplications. 

We need not question what the burden of that prayer 
must have been, with one, who, like him, “ waited for the 
Consolation of Israel,” and “looked for Redemption.” 1 It 
was, doubtless, that the sins of the nation, his own sins, and 
the sins of his household, 2 might be forgiven; that Jehovah 
would accept the atonement of the lamb presently to bum 
on the great altar in their stead; and that the long-expected 
Hope of Israel, the Messiah foretold by prophets, might soon 
appear. 
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Wliile he prays, there 6tands a mysterious Presence before 
him, on the right side of the altar, the side of good omen, as 
the angels, afterwards, appeared at the right side, in the Holy 
Sepulchre, 1 and as Christ was seen, by the mnrtvr Stephen, 
standing on the Right Hand of God.- No wonder he was 
alarmed at such a sight, in such a place. Fear of the super¬ 
natural is instinctive. In the history of his own nation, 
which Zacharias, like every Jew, knew so well, Jacob had held 
it a wonder that he had, as he believed, seen God face to face, 
and that his life was preserved ; 3 Jehovah Himself had hid¬ 
den Moses in a cleft of the rock, that he might see the divine 
glory only after it had passed by, “ For no man,” He had 
said, “ shall see Me and live.” 4 The stout-hearted Gideon 
had trembled at the sight of an angel; 6 Manoah had expected 
to die after a similar vision ; 6 and when Daniel saw the very 
angel ? now befoi'e Zacharias “ there remained no strength 
in him.” 


But Gabriel had come on a mission befitting the world 
from which he had been sent. The hour had arrived when 
the prayer which Zacharias, and those like him, had so long 

raised, should be heard. The Messiah was about to be revealed. 

* < 

and the faithful priest who had so longed for His appearing 
w r ould be honoured by a relationship to Him. He had for 
many a year desired a son : not only would his wish be granted, 
at last, but the son to be born would be the prophet, long 
announced, to go before the Expected One, to prepare His 
way. 8 He need not fear: he who speaks is Gabriel, the 
archangel, who stands in the presence of God, and as one who 
thus alwavs beholds the face of the Great Father in heaven, 
he has a tender love to His children on earth. Hod Zacharias 


thought how the skies rejoice at a sinner’s repenting ; <J how 
the angels are always near us when we pruy ; 10 how they bear 
our prayers into the presence of God ; 14 and how, at last, they 
guide the souls of the just to everlasting joy ; l - he would have 
rejoiced even while he trembled. 

But the heart is slow to receive the access of any sudden 
joy, and to lay aside disappointment. The thought rises in 
the heart of Zacharias that the glad tidings of the birth of 
the Messiah may well be true; but, as to the son promised to 
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his wife, stricken in years as she now is, can it be possible? 
A sudden dumbness, imposed at the angel’s word, at once 
rebukes his doubt, and confirms his faith. - 

Meanwhile, the multitude, without, wondered at the delay 
in his re-appearance, to bless and dismiss them. The priest’s 
coming out of the sanctuary was the signal for the lamb 
being laid on the altar, and was a moment of passing interest 
in Jewish worship. A passage in that noble relic of pre- 
Christian Jewish literature, Ecclesiasticus, 1 respecting the 
gTeat patriot high priest, Simon the Just, 00 brings a similar 
scene, though on a far grander scale, on the great Day of 
Atonement, vividly before us. The crowds now around 
marked some other than a common day, pp and we need only 
tone down the picture to suit it to the present case; for 
Zacharias, as a faithful priest, engaged on such a service, 
was, for the time, an object of almost sacred reverence. 

“How c-lorious was he,” savs the Son of Sirach, “before 
the multitude qq of the people, in his coming forth from within 
the veil !" He was as the morning star in the midst of a 
cloud, and as the moon when its days are full; as the sun 
shining upon the temple of the Most High, and as the rain¬ 
bow that glitters on the bright clouds, and as the flower of 
roses in the spring of the year; 88 as lilies by the rivers of 
waters, and as the branches of the frankincense tree in the 
time of summer. 


“ When he put on the robes of state, and was arrayed in 
all his ornaments, when he went up to the holy altar, he 
adorned the fore-court of the Sanctuary. But when he 
received the pieces of the sacrifice from the hands of the 
priests, and stood at the side of the altar, a crown of brethren 
round him, then was. he like the young cedar on Lebanon, 
and they were round him like palm-trees, and all the sons of 
Aaron were in their splendid robes, and the gifts for the 
Lord in their hands, from the whole congregation of Israel. 
And, when he had finished the service at the altars, that he 
might do honour to the offering of the Most High, Almighty, 
he stretched forth his hand over the sacrifice, and poured 
out the blood of grapes; he poured it out at the foot of the 
altar, as a sweet-smelling savour unto the Most High, the 
King of all. Then shouted the sons of Aaron; with the 
silver trumpets of wondrous workmanship did they sound, 
and made a great noise to be heard, for a remembrance 


* Chap. 1. 5-8, 11-21. 
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before the.Most High. 1 * Then all the people, together, hasted, 
and fell down to the earth, upon their faces, to worship God, 
the Lord Almighty, the Most High. The singers also sang 
praises with their voices; with great variety of sounds was 
there made sweet melody. And the people besought the 
Lord, the Most High, by prayer before Him that is merciful, 
till the glorious exalting* 1 " of the Lord was ended, and His 
worship was finished. 

“ Then he came down, and lifted up his hands over the 
whole congregation of the children of Israel, to give tho 
blessing of the Lord with his lips, and to glorify His name. 
And they bowed themselves down to worship the second 
time, that they might receive a blessing from the Most 

High.” “ 

Fear lest any calamity might have befallen Zaoharina 
added to the rising excitement. He might have been cere¬ 
monially unclean, and the divine anger at the Holy Place 
being thus polluted, might have struck him down. The 
offering priest never remained longer than was necessary in 
so august a Presence. 1 His appearance, at last, however, 
explained all. They could receive no blessing that day, and 
Zacharias could no longer minister in his course, for he was 
speechless;- all he could do was to tell them by signs what 
had happened. Had they known it, his silence for the time 
was but the prelude to the lasting silence of the Law, of which 
he was a minister, now that Christ was about to come." 

Having no more to detain liim at Jerusalem, Zacharias 
returned home, we presume, to Hebron. 3 His journey, if 
it was in October, os seems likely, would lead him through 
the cheerful scenes of the grape harvest—a great event, even 
yet, in the Hebron district. Had it been in April, at the 
spring service, the stony hills, and deep red or yellow soil of 
the valleys through which he had to pass, would have been 
ablaze with bright colours; shrubs, grass, gay weeds, and 
wild-flowers, over all the uplands, and thickets, of varied 
blossom, sprinkled with sheets of white briar roses, in the 
hollows; the beautiful cyclamen peeping from under the 
gnarled roots of great trees, and from amidst the roadside 
stones. Towns of stone houses, of which the ruins still 


1 Liphtfoot, Hor<g Heh ., vol. iii. p. 23. 

* A. dumb priest could not minister. Light foot, II ora Beb , vol iii. 

p. 23. 

* Ewald, Kcim Othon. Lex. Rabbin., p. 8?i. 
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remain, rose, flat-roofed, from the hill-sides, or from their 
tops, in sight of each other, all the way. Fields with stone 
walls, now, in the autumn, lay idle after the harvest, or were 
being re-sown; but the vineyards, which spread far and 
wide, over valley and sloping height, resounded with voices, 
for the houses were well-nigh forsaken to gather the ripe 
grapes. Somewhere in Hebron, in its cradle of hills, three 
thousand feet above the neighbouring Mediterranean, lay 
the home of Zacharias, and there, some time in the next 
year, in accordance with the promise of the angel, Elisabeth 
bore a son—the future Baptist; and Zacharias received back 
his speech, on the glad day of the child getting its name*"— 
the eighth after its birth,—the day of its admission into the 
congregation of Israel by circumcision.. 



CHAPTER VIIL 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT TO MAEY. 


TTTHILE Zacharias and Elisabeth were rejoicing at their 
’ » promised blessing, in their quiet home in the south, 
there lived in the village of Nazareth or Nazara, over a 
hundred miles to the north of them, a Jew of the n.ame of 
Joseph, and a simple maiden named Mary, who was betrothed 
to him as his future wife. Though humble enough in position 
—for he was by trade a carpenter—Joseph was, in reality, 
of the noblest blood of his race, for he could claim descent 
from the ancient kings of his nation, and was the legal heir 
to the throne of David and Solomon. 

It needs not surprise us that the representative of such an 
illustrious ancestry should be found in a station so obscure. 
In the book of Judges, 1 we find a grandson of Moses reduced 
to engage himself as family priest, in Mount Ephraim, for a 
yearly wage of “ten shekels, a suit of apparel, and his 
victuals.” a At the present day, the green turban which marks 
descent from Mahomet is often worn in the East by the very 
poor, and even by beggars. In our own history, the glory 
of the once illustrious Plantagenets so completely waned, that 
the direct representative of Margaret Plantagenet, daughter 
and heiress of George Duke of Clarence, followed the trade 
of a cobbler in Newport, Shropshire, in 1637. Among the 
lineal descendants of Edmund of Woodstock, sixth son of 
Edward I., and entitled to quarter the royal arms, were a 
village butcher, and a keeper of a turnpike gate, and among 
the descendants of Thomas Plantagenet, Duke of Gloucester, 
fifth son of Edward III., was included the late sexton of a 
London church. 2 The vicissitudes of the Jewish nation for 
century after century; its deportation to Babylon, and long 
suspension of national life; its succession of high-pries t] y 
rulers, after the return; its transition to the Asmonean line, 


1 Chap, xriii. 30 ; xvii. 10. 


1 Burke’s Anecdotes of The Peerage. 
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and, finally, the reign of the Idumcan house of Herod, with 
all the storm and turmoil which marked so many changes, 
had left, to use the figure of Isaiah, 1 only a root in a dry 
ground, a humble citizen of Nazareth, as the heir of its 
ancient royalty. 1 * 

In the same city lived a family, which, like that of Joseph, 
Beems to have been long settled there. The names of the 
parents we do not know, but they had three daughters, 0 one 
of whom, Mary, was betrothed to Joseph. The relation thus 
created was familiar to our own ancestors as late as the time 
of Shakespere, 2 and was equivalent to a civil contract of 
marriage, to be duly followed by the religious rite. Among 
the Jews of Mary’s day, it was even more of an actual engage¬ 
ment. The betrothal was formally made, with rejoicings, in 
the house of the bride, under a tent or slight canopy raised 
for the purpose. 3 It was called the “ making sacred,” J as the 
bride, thenceforth, was sacred to her husband, in the strictest 
sense. To make it legal, the bridegroom gave his betrothed 
a piece of money,® or the worth of it, before witnesses, with 
the words, “Lo, thou art betrothed unto mo,” or by a formal 
writing, in which similar words, and the maiden’s name, 
were given, and this, in the same way, was handed to her 
before witnesses. Betrothals were commonly arranged by 
the fathers, or in case of their being dead, by the mothers, 
or guardians, and the consent of any brothers the maiden 
might have was required; 1. In the earlier ages, verbal 
agreements, sometimes confirmed by oath, 3 before witnesses, 
were most in use, but after the Return, written forms became 
the rule. 


Though betrothal was virtually marriage, and could only 
be broken off by a formal “bill of divorcement,” the be¬ 
trothed did not at once go to her husband’s house. To give 
her time for preparation, and to soften the pain of parting 
from her friends, or, perhaps, in part, to let them get a longer 
benefit of her household services, an interval elapsed boforo 
the final ceremony; it might be so many weeks, or months, 
or even a whole year. 1 


It was now the sixth month from the appearanco of Gabriel 
to Zacharias, and Mary’s time of betrothal was passing 


i 
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I Vitliam Shakestpere.: A Biography. 
Alluded to in Ps. xix. 4, 6. 
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quickly away in her family home at N.xzareth. The future 
Herald had been pointed out, and now the advent of the 
Messiah Himself was to be announced, as silently, and with 
as little notice from men ; for Christ, like the sun, lose in 
noiseless stillness. 

A heart like that of Mary, full of religious thoughtfulness 
and emotion, must have been doubly earnest in the daily 
devotions which no Jew or Jewess neglected. 1 Like all her 
people, the time of the morning offering, the hour of noon, 
and the time of the evening sacrifice,* would find her in her 
private chamber in lowly prayer. At some such moment, 
the great event took place of which the narrative of St, 
Luke - informs us. 

In the sixth month, we are told, after the visit to Zacha- 
rias, Gabriel h was sent from God to Mary, and having entered 
her chamber, where the presence of a man must have been 
startling at any time, but then especially,—stood before her 
with the usual salutation, to which he added the mysterious 
words, that she was highly favoured, and that the Lord was 
with her. 1 Naturally troubled by such an interruption and 
such words, she shows a characteristic of her calm, self- 
collected nature in being able to think and reason, as if un¬ 
disturbed, what the salutation might mean. Whatever fear 
she has, speedily passes, before the soothing words of her 
visitor. He bids her lav aside her alarm; he has come to 
tell her that she has found favour, above all other women, 
with God, by being chosen as the future mother of the long- 
expected Messiah, who was to have the name of Jesis.* 
“ The Holy Ghost,” he says, “ shall come upon thee, and 
the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore 
thy son shall be called the Son of God; and the Lord 
God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David; 1 
and He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of 
His kingdom there shall be no end.” 3 It would have been no 
more than human weakness, if doubts had risen at such an 
announcement, but thoso he sets to rest, if they were spring¬ 
ing. by telling her that a miracle, no less wonderful than that 
which would happen with herself, had already been wrought 
upon her relative 1 ” Elisabeth. Mary’s answer is the ideal of 
dignified humility, and meek and reverend innocence 

1 Isa. i. 15. Dan. vi. 11. Po. lv, 17. Act9 ii. 15; Hi. 1; x. 9; x.30. 
Dan. ix. 21. 

1 Chap. i. 2G. 


» Luke i. 32 33, 36. 



THE MIRACULOUS CONCEPTION. 


101 


“ Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according 
to thy word.” And presently she was alone. 

Had the narrative of the miraculous conception occurred 
in the literatnre of a heathen nation, it wonld justly have 
raised doubts. But in the sober verses of the Gospels, 
written by Jews, it takes a far different character. The idea 
was altogether foreign to the Jewish mind. The Hebrew 

o o t # 

doctrine of the Unity of God, and of the infinite elevation of 
the Divine Being above man, the profound regard of the 
Jews for the married state, and their abhorrence of unwed¬ 
ded life, make it impossible to imagine how such a thought 
could ever have risen among them. 1 The improbability of 
its being invented by a Jew is heightened by the fact that, 
though lofty thoughts of the nature of the Messiah were not 
wanting- in some Israelites, the almost universal belief was 

o * 

that He was to be simply a man, who would receive 
miraculous endowments, on His formal consecration as 
Messiah. 

What best to do in a position so mysterious may well have 
troubled Mary’s heart. The angel had told her that her 
relative Elisabeth, as well as herself, had been favoured of 
God in connection with the expected Messiah, and it is a 
natural trait, in one whose strength of mind, and calm de¬ 
cision of character, had shown itself even in her Visitation, 
that she now determined to go to her kinswoman and confer 
with her, though the distance between them was over a 
hundred miles. 

What were the thoughts of Mary in her solitary jonrney— 
for solitary she must have been, with such a secret in her 
heart, even if she travelled with a company ? She likely 
went on foot, for it was the custom of her people, and, more¬ 
over, she was poor. The intimation made to her was one 
which she could hardly grasp in its full significance. Her 
Son was to sit upon the throne of His father David, and 
reign over the house of Jacob, founding a kingdom which 
should endure for ever. But this was only what she had 
expected as a Jewess, for, like all her nation, she thought of 
"die Messiah as a Jewish king who should restore the long- 
lost glories of her race, and make Israel triumphant over ail 
th< heathen. She had been told as well, however, that her 
child, from its birth, should be called the Son of the Highest, 
and the Son of God. The human mind is slow to grasp 

1 Neander's Life of Christy p. 14. Milman’s Christianity , p. 54. 
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groat truths, and needs to grow into a comprehension of 
their meaning: it cannot receive them in their fulness till it 
has been educated, step by step, to understand them. Long 
years after this she only partially realized the import of such 
words. In her Son’s youth she was perplexed to know what 
was meant by His answer, 1 when He stayed behind in the 
Temple, and years after that she failed, once again, to 
realize her true relations to Him. 2 Nor does she 6ecm to 
have risen to the full sublimity of her position, and of His, 
while He lived, 3 though the deathless love of a mother for 
her child brought her to the foot of the Cross. 4 But in such 
slowness to believe, 6 and snch abidingly imperfect concep¬ 
tions, she was only on a footing with those who enjoyed 
habitual intercourse with Him, hearing His words, and see¬ 
ing His miracles, day by day ; for even the disciples remained 
to the end Jewish peasants, in their ideas respecting Him, 
thinking that He was only a political deliverer of the nation. 6 
Preoccupation of the mind by fixed opinions, leads to a 
wrong reading of any evidence. We unconsciously distort 
facts, or invent them, to support our favourite theories, and 
see everything through their medium, 7 like the musician, 
who held that God worked six days, and rested on the 
seventh, because there are seven notes in music; or as in the 
instance fancied by Helvetius, where a loving couple had no 
doubt that two objects, visible on the disc of the moon, were 
two lovers bending towards each other, while a clergyman 
had as little, that they were the two steeples of a cathedral. 
Our conclusions are determined largely by our predisposi¬ 
tions, and our prejudices, or prejudgments, in great measure 
monopolize our faculties. We are not so much ignorant 
as perverted. We see truth through a prism. We are so 
entirely the creatures of eduoation, of the opinions of our 
neighbours and of our 

of life, that the only way we can hope to see truth in its own 
white and unbroken light is, as Christ tells ns, by our becom¬ 
ing little children. With Mary and the disciples this came 
in the end, but not till then. The influence expressed in 
Senoca’s apophthegm— Sordel eorjuita veritas —blinded their 
oves, in part, while our Lord was still with them ; but He rose 
to His divine grandeur as He left them. In the Acts and 

1 Luke ii. 50. 5 John ii 4. * Mark iii. 21. John vil. 5. 

* John xix. 25. * Luke xxiv. 25. * Luke xxiv. 21. 

T Sir W. Hamilton's Philonuphy , vol. ». p. 75 B, 
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the Epistles the disciples breathe a far loftier spirituality, in 
their conception of the work and Person of Christ, than in 
the Gospels, and Mary, beyond question, was not behind men 
with whose lot she from that time cast in her own.* 1 

Her meeting with Elisabeth was naturally marked by the 
deep emotion of both, and we owe to it the earliest and 
grandest of our h :ans, the Magnificat. Greeted by Elisabeth 
as the future mother of her Lord, Mary breaks out, with the 
poetical ferVour of Eastern nature, in a strain of exalted 
feeling. The rhythmical expression into which she falls was 
only what might have been expected from one imbued, as all 
Jewish minds "were, with the style and imagery of the Old 
Testament. Like Miriam, Deborah, Hannah, or Judith, she 
utters a song of joy:— 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, 1 

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour ; 9 

For He hath regarded the low estate of His hand¬ 
maiden ; 

For, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call 
me blessed. 3 

For He that is mighty hath done to me great things : 4 

And Holy is His name. 5 

And His mercy is on them that fear Him, from genera¬ 
tion to generation. 6 

He hath showed strength with His arm ; ? 

He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 
hearts. 8 

He hath put down the mighty from their seats; 

And exalted them of low degree. 9 

o 

He hath filled the hungry with good things; 10 

And the rich He hath sent empty away. 

He hath holpen His servant Israel 11 

In remembrance of His merev ; 13 

1/ * 

As He spake to our fathers, 18 

To Abranam and to his seed, for ever. 

The whole hymn is a mosaic of Old Testament imagery 
and language, and shows a mind so coloured by the sacred 
writings of her people that her whole utterance becomes, 

I Ps. xxxiv. 3. * 1 Sam. ii. 1. Pb. xxxv. 9. 3 Gen. xxx. 13. 

4 Ps. lxxi. 19; exxvi. 2, 3. 6 Ps. cxi. 9. 6 Ps ciii. 17. 

7 Ps. xcviii. 1; lxxxix. 10; cxviii. 15, 1G. 8 Exod. xv. 1G. 1 Sam. ii. 4. 

* 1 Sam. ii. 8. Ps. cxiii. 7. 10 1 Sam. ii. 5. 

II Isa. xli. 8. 12 Pb. xxx. 4; xcvii. 12. 18 Mic. vii. 20. 
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spontaneously, as by a second natnre, an echo of that of 
prophets and saints. It is such as ve might have expected 
from the lips of some ideal Puritan maiden, in those days in 
our own history, when men were so deeply read in the oracles 
of God, that their ordinary conversation fell into Scriptural 
phrases and allusions, and their whole life was coloured bv 
the daily contemplation of superior beincs and eternal in¬ 
terests. 1 Mary, like them, must have lived in a constant 
icalization of the presence and special providence of One 
with whose gracious communications to her people she had 
thus filled her whole thoughts. A Jewish puritanism, of the 
loftiest and most spiritual type, must have been the very 
atmosphere in which she moved, and in which her child was 
hereafter to be trained. 

The high intellectual emotion and eloquence of the Magni¬ 
ficat reveal a natnre of no common mould, as its intense 
religious fervour shows spiritual character!sties of the 
noblest type. But the strain throughout is strictly limited 
to what we might have expected in a Jewish maiden. It is 
intensely national when it is not personal. She rejoices in 
God, and magnifies His name, for having honoured her so 
greatly, notwithstanding her low estate. He has done great 
things for her, which w r ill make all generations pronounce 
her blessed. He has thus favoured her because she feared 
Him, for His mercy is on such, from generation to generation. 
As of old, when He showed strength with His arm, and scat¬ 
tered the proud, and put down the mighty from their thrones, 
to deliver or exalt His weak and lowdy people, so, now, He 
has exalted her, and disappointed the hopes of the great ones; 
He has filled her, w ho was like the hungry, with good things, 
and has sent away empty the rich, who expected His favours. 
Through her He has holpen Israel, in remembrance of His 
promise to her fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed, for ever, 
that He would be their God. 2 Her son was to be the Anoin¬ 
ted who should redeem Israel out of all its troubles. 1 * 0 As a 
descendant of David, she doubtless thinks of Herod, sitting, 
as an Edomite intruder, on the throne rightfully due to her 
own race, yet, as an Israelite in the best sense, the redemp¬ 
tion of her people goes beyond the merely patriotic and 
political, to the restoration of that primitive loyalty to the 
God of their fathers which she cherished in her own breast, 


1 Macaulay's Description of the Puritans Essay on Milton, 23. 
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bnt the spirit of which her people had well-nigh lost, amidst 
all their steadfastness in the outer forms. 

It is easy to understand how willingly -Mary lingered in 
Hebron, and that she was loth to return to Nazareth sooner 
than was necessary. Elisabeth knew her great secret and 
her innocence, but at Nazareth she would be among her 
neighbours, who might not ere lit her assurances ; and she 
must some day, as late as possible, break the matter to her 
betrothed. It is no wonder to find that three months 
passed, before she could venture to turn her face homeward 
once more. 

Her position on her return, indeed, exposed her to a trial* 
arcat above all others to a virtuous woman. Conscious of 
perfect purity, she is suspected of the reverse by him to 
whom her troth is plighted; but He who tempers the wind 
to the shorn lamb relieved her from her troubles by making 
known to Joseph the mysterious truth. As a just man— 
which was a current expression of the time for a strict 
observer of the Law 1 —and yet unwilling to expose her to 
public shame, he had made up his mind to divorce her 
formally, by a written “ bill,” duly attested by witnesses, 3 
but being divinely instructed that his fears were groundless, 
he freed her from all future trouble by taking her home as 
his wife. 

Legend, as might have been expected, was early busy with 
the story of Mary and Joseph. 

We are told that Joseph, though a carpenter, was made a 
priest in the Temple, because of his knowledge of the Law, 
and his fame for holiness. 3 Mary was his second wife, and 
found herself, on her coming home, in a circle of four sons 
and two daughters, left by her predecessor—the family known 
in the Gospels as the brethren and sisters of our Lord. Mary, 
as has been said, was the daughter of Joachim and Anna. 4 
On her father’s side she came from Nazareth; on her 
mother’s, from Bethlehem. Joachim was a simple, God-fear¬ 
ing man, a shepherd, of the tribe of Judah, and married Anna 
when he was twenty years of age. Twenty years passed, 
however, without their having a child, and both Joachim and 
Anna grieved sorely at their loneliness. At the Temple, 
Joachim found himself ordered away from among those who 

1 Macknight’fl Har. of Gospel, in loc. 

3 Deut. xxiv. 1 . Talmud, Tract. Gittin. • Hist. Jos>ph , cap. ii. 

4 Ev. de Nat. Mar., c. i. 2 ; Hist, de Nat. Mar., c. i. 2. Frutev., c. i. 
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had children, and his offerings refused, and Anna, also, had 
to bear reproach from the women of her people. 

Then “ Anna wept sore, and prayed to God. And when 
the great day of the Lord came, Judith, her maid, said to 
her, How long will thy soul mourn ? It becomes thee not to 
be sad, for the great day of the Lord has come. Take thy 
head-dress, which the needlewoman gave me; it is not al¬ 
lowed me to put it on thee, because I am thy maid, and thou 
comest of kings.” 1 Then was Anna much troubled, and laid 
aside her mourning, and adorned her head, and put on her 
bridal robes, and went into the garden about the ninth hour. 2 
There she saw a laurel-tree, and sat down beneath it, and 
prayed thus to God:—“ God of my fathers, bless me and hear 
my cry, as Thou heardest Sarah, and blessedst her by giving 
her a son, Isaac.” While, now, she was looking up to 
heaven, she saw the nest of a sparrow in the laurel-tree, and 
she sighed and said, “ Woe is me, woe is me, who have no 


child ! Why was I bora that I should have become accursed 
before the children of Israel, and despised, and scorned, and 
driven away from the temple of the Lord my God ? Woe 
is me, to what can I liken myself? Not to the birds of the 
heavens, for they have young; not to the senseless beasts, 


for they are fruitful before Thee, 0 Lord; not to the crea¬ 


tures of the waters, for they have young; not to the earth, 
for it brings forth fruits in their seasons, and blesses Thee, 


O Lord.” p 


Then an angel came and told her she should have a child. 

And Anna said, “As the Lord God liveth, be it male or 

female that I bear, I vow it to the Lord, and it shall serve 

Him all the days of its life.” And Anna bore a daughter, 

and called it Mary, as the angel had commanded. 

When six months had passed, Anna put Mary on the 

ground, and found that she could totter a few steps. 3 Then 

she said, “ As the Lord liveth, thou shalt never put thy foot 

on the earth again till I have led thee into the Temple of the 

Lord. At the end of the first vear, Joachim made a event 

* 7 

feast, and called to it the priests and scribes, and the elders, 
and many friends. And he brought the maiden to the priests, 
and they blessed her, and said, “ God of our fathers, bless this 
child, and give her a name which shall be known through all 
generations. And all the people said, Amen.” 


1 Protev o. ii 3, 4 . 
* Protev c. i. 7. 


* The time of the evening pacrifice. 
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We are then told that Mary was taken to the Temple 
when she was three years old, having lived till then in a 
sanctuary made for her in her father’s house. And while 
Joachim and Anna were at the foot of the fifteen steps that 
led np to the Temple courts, and were changing their soiled 
travelling raiment for clean and fitting dress, as the custom 
was, Mary climbed the steps alone, and never looked back, 
but kept her face towards the altar. And she was left in the 
Temple, that she might grow up with the other virgins. 

From this time till she was twelve years old, it is said, she 
lived in the Temple, q her graces keeping pace with her years. 
From the morning till the third hour, she remained in prayer, 
and from that till the ninth she was busied with spinning/ 
Then she betook herself once more to prayer, till an angel each 
day came with food for her. Her betrothal to Joseph is re* 
lated in great detail, but we forbear to quote it. 

Tradition, to which we owe these beautiful legends, has 
delighted to speak of the Virgin’s appearance and character. 
She was more given to prayer, we read, than any round her, 
blighter in the knowledge of God’s law, and perfectly humble ; 
she delighted to sing the Psalms of David with a melodious 
voice, and all loved her for her kindness and modesty. 

It is impossible to trust to the descriptions of Mary’s person, 
but it is interesting to know how remote generations imagined 
her. She was in all things serious and earnest, says one old 
tradition, 1 spoke little, and only what was to the purpose; 
she was very gentle, and showed respect and honour to all. 
She was of middle height, though some say she was rather 
above it. She spoke to all with a prudent frankness, soberly, 
without confusion, and always pleasantly. She had a fair 
complexion, blonde hair, and bright hazel eyes. Her eyebrows 
were arched and dark, her nose well proportioned, her lips 
ruddy and full of kindness when she spoke. Her face was 
long rather than round, and her hands and fingers were finely 
shaped. She had no pride, but was simple, and wholly free 
from deceit. Without effeminacy, she was far from forward¬ 
ness. In her clothes, which she herself made, she was content 
with the natural colours. 


1 Niceph ., lib. ii. 23. 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. 


TT might have been expected that Mary’s child would have 

been born in the city 1 of Nazareth, where Joseph and 
Mary lived, but circumstances over which they had no con¬ 
trol made a distant village the birthplace. 

The Jewish nation had paid tribute to Rome, through 
their rulers, since the days of Pompey;*and the methodical 
Augustus, who now reigned, and had to restore order and 
soundness to the finances of the empire, after the confusion 
and exhaustion of the civil wars, took good care that this 
obligation should neither be forgotten nor evaded. He was 
accustomed to require a census to be taken periodically in 
every province of his vast dominions, that he might know the 
number of soldiers he could levy in each, and the amount of 
taxes due to the treasury. So exact was he, that he wroto 
out with his own hand a summary of statistics of the whole 
empire, including the citizens and allies in arms, in all the 
kingdoms and provinces, with their tributes and taxes.* 
Three separate surveys of the empire for such fiscal and 
military ends are recorded as ordered—in the 726th, 746th, 
and 767th 2 years of the city of Rome, respectively : the first, 
long before the birth of Christ; the third, in our Lord's youth ; 
but the second, very near the time when He mu6t have been 
born. 

In an empire embracing the then known world, such a 
census could hardly have been made simultaneously, or in 
any short or fixed time; more probably it was the work o r 
years, in successive provinces or kingdoms. 3 Sooner or later, 
however, even the dominions of vassal kings like Herod had 
to furnish the statistics demanded by their master.* He bad 

1 Matt. ii. 23. 

* Cftspari's Chronologineh G™gr<*phi*ehe EUUitung, etc., p. 32. 

* (jrotii Annot., in loo. Kohler, l Ur tug, vol. xiii. p. 4C6. 
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received his kingdom on the footing of a subject, 1 and grew 
more entirely dependent on Augustus as years passed, 2 asking 
his sanction at every turn for steps he proposed to take, 
lie would, thus, be only too ready to meet his wish, by 
obtaining the statistics he sought, as may be judged from the 
fact that in one of the last years of his life, just before Christ's 
birth, he made the whole Jewish nation take a solemn oath of 
allegiance to the Emperor as well as to himself/ 1 d 

It is quite probable that the mode of taking the required 
statistics was left very much to Herod, at once to show respect 
to him before his people, and from the known opposition of 
the Jews to anything like a general numeration,® even apart 
from the taxation to which it was designed to lead. At the 


time to which the narrative refers, a simple registration seems 
to have been made, on the old Hebrew plan of enrolling by 
families in their ancestral districts, 4 of course for future use ; 
and thus it passed over quietly.* The very different results, 
when it was followed by a general taxation, some years later, 
will h ereafter be seen.® 

The proclamation having been made through the land, 
Joseph had no choice but to go to Bethlehem, the city of 
David, the place in which his family descent, from the house 
and lineage of David, 1 * required him to be inscribed. It must, 
apparently, have been near the close of the year 749 of Rome, 
or at the opening of 750; but winter in Palestine is not 
necessarily severe, for the flowers spring up after the November 
rains, and flocks are often driven out to the pastures, 5 as St. 
Luke tells us was the case at the time of Christ’s birth. 1 
Unwilling to leave her behind in a home so new to her, Joseph 
took Mary with him : the two journeying most likely, as 
tradition has painted—Joseph afoot, with Mary on an ass at 
his side. There were by-paths interlacing and crossing, all 
over the country, and they may have chosen some of these, 
but if they kept to the travelled road, which it is most likely 
they did, both for safety and company, we can follow their 


progress even now. 

Passing down the little valley of Nazareth, they would find 
themselves crossing the rich plain of Esdraelon, not then, as 
now, half tilled and well-nigh unpeopled, but covered with 
cities and villages, full of teeming life and human activities. 


1 Jos., Avt., xvi. 9. 3. 

8 Jon , Ant., iii. 1G. 10, 11. 

8 liuuwulj , quoted by Oontcrzee. 


3 Ewald’s Geschichte, vol. v. p. 206. 

4 Ewald’s Geschichtc , vol. v. p. 20G. 
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Galilee, according to Josephus, contained in those days two 
hundred and four cities and villages, the smallest of which 
numbered above fifteen thousand inhabitants. 1 It is calcu¬ 
lated, indeed," that it had a population of about fifteen hundred 
to the square mile, which is a third more than the number in 
Lancashire, crowded as it is with large and densely peopled 
towns. k Speaking of the district just north of Galilee, Captain 
Burton tells us that, to one standing on a peak of Lebanon, 
overlooking it, “the land must, in many places, have appeared 
to be one continuous town ; ” a and in the highlands of Syria, 
still north of this, in the region of Hamah, there are the ruins 
of three hundred and sixty-five towns, so that Mr. Drake had 
good ground for thinking the Arabs right in saying, “ that a 
man might formerly have travelled for a year in this district, 
and never have slept twice in the same village.” 

Leaving, on the left, the rounded height of Tabor, and the 
villages of Nain and Endor, up among the hills, the road 
stretched directly south to Jezreel, once Ahab’s capital, on a 
gentle swell of the rich plain of Esdraelon. On their way 
they would pass through a landscape of busy cities and towns, 
varied by orchards, vineyards, gardens, and fields, for every 
available spot was cultivated, to the very tops of the hills. 4 
The mountains of Gilboa, where Saul perished, lay a little 
east of Jezreel as they went on, and then came Engannim; 
with its spring, on the edge of the hill-country of Samaria. 
Dothan, with its rich pastures, where Joseph had found his 
brethren so many ages before, would soon be seen on their 
right; and, before long, their winding road, rising and falling 
among continuous hills, would bring them to Samaria itself, 
then just rebuilt by Herod, with such magnificence, that 
he had give 
of Augusta 

Shechem, with its lovely neighbourhood, would be their rest¬ 
ing-place on the second day, for it is nearly midway between 
Judea and Galilee; and though the distance between the two 
was often reckoned as only a three days’ journey, it was not 
uncommon to lengthen it to four. As the chief town of the 
Samaritans, Sychar would hardly offer hospitality to travel 
Iers with their faces towards the hated Jerusalem. Joseph 



the name of Sebaste, the Greek equivalent 
honour of his imperial master. Sychar or 


* Jos., Fit., 45 : Bell. Jud ., iii. 3. 2. 

* Merrill's Galilee iu the Time of Christ , in Bib. Sacra, Jan., 1874. 

* Burton and Drake’s Uncxploi ed Syria, vol. i. p. 74; vol. ii. p. 160. 
4 Jos., Bell. Jud., iii. 8. 2. 



DESCRIPTION OF BETHLEHEM. 


Ill 


and Mary, as was the custom with Jews passing through, 
would, therefore, avoid the town, and pass the night in what 
shelter they could find at Jacob's springs,—or Jacob’s well, 
as our version has it,—not far off, eating provisions they 
had brought with them, to avoid tasting food defiled by the 
touch of a Samaritan, 1 aud drinking only the water from the 
springs. The beauty of the valley, with its swelling heights 
of Ebal and Gerizim, separated only by a few hundred paces, 
and its rich upland glens, opening on each side beyond—the 
crown and water-shed of Central Palestine—would have 
little interest to them, for it was Samaritan ground. They 
would breathe freely only when they had passed the heights 
of Akrabbim, the border ridge between Samaria and Judea, 
and had set foot again on the holy soil of Israel. 

Once in Judea, its bleak and bare hills were hallowed, at 
each opening of the landscape, by the sight of spots sacred to 
every Jew. Shiloh would greet them first, where Hannah 
came to pray before the Lord; 1 then Gilgal, w r here her son 
sat to judge Israel. 2 Their way would next pass through 
the valley of Baca, of which the Psalmist had sung, “ Pass¬ 
ing through the valley of tears, they make it rich in springs; 
and the latter rain covers it with blessings.” 3 The road 
winds on from this, through the district town Gophna, past 
the venerable Bethel, with all its memories, and past Ramah, ,u 
in Benjamin, where Jeremiah had pictured Rachel weeping 
for her children, slain or carried off by the Babylonian con¬ 
queror. Over against it rose Gibeon, high on its hill, where 
Solomon worshipped; and an hour later they would pass 
Mizpeh, on its lonely height, where Samuel raised his memo¬ 
rial stone Ebenezer. And then, at last, after having passed 
from one holy place to another, their feet would stand within 
the gates of Jerusalem. 

Bethlehem, the end of their journey, lay about six miles 
south of Jerusalem, on the east of the main road to Hebron. 
It covered the upper slope, and part of the top, of a narrow 
ridge of grey Jura limestone, about a mile in length—one 
of the countless heights, seamed by narrow valleys, which 
make up the hill country of Judea. Its narrow, steep streets 
lay no less than 2,538 Paris feet 4 above the Mediterranean, 
and looked out over a sea of hills, bare and rocky,—one of 
them, about three miles to the east, the peak of the Frank 

1 1 Sam. i. 3. 2 1 Sam. x. 8 ; vii. 16. 

3 Ps. lxxxiv., correct transl. 4 A Paris foot is 12’798 English inches. 
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mountain, Jebel Fureidis, now bare, but then coveied with 
the new fortifications of Herodium, in the circuit of which 
the hated tyrant Herod was soon to find his tomb. On the 


east, the mountains of Moab rose against the horizon like a 
purple wall, the barren and desolate uplands of the wilderness 
of Judea lying between, and stretching far to the south. 
The ridge of Bethlehem itself is still covered, on its northern 
side, as all the hills around must have been in Mary’s day. 
with bold, sweeping lines of terraces, which descend, like 
gigantic steps, to the lower valleys, and bear tier on tier of 
fig-trees, olives, pomegranates, and vines; the vines over¬ 
hanging the terrace banks, and relieving the eye from the 
dazzling glare of the white limestone rocks and soil. The 


ridge, as a whole, breaks dow r n, abruptly, into deep valleys, 
on the north, south, and east, passing into gorges, which 


on tne nortn, soutn, ana east, passing into gorges, which 
descend, in the distance, to the Dead Sea on the east, and to 


the coast lowlands on the west. In a little plain close under 
the town, to the eastward, are some vineyards and barley- 
fields, in W'hich Ruth came to glean in the early days of 
Israel, beside a gentle brook which still murmurs through 
them. 


It was to Bethlehem that Joseph and Mary were coming, 
the town of Ruth and Boaz, and the early home of their own 
great forefather David. As they approached it from Jeru¬ 
salem, they would pass, at the last mile, a spot sacred to 
Jewish memory, where the light of Jacob’s life went out, 
when his first love, Rachel, died, and was buried, as her 
tomb still shows, “ in the way to Ephrath, which i6 Beth¬ 
lehem.” 1 


The ascent to the town, over the dusty glare of the grey 
limestone hills, •was the last of the journey, and it is well if 
Mary did not find it, in parts, as other travellers have found 
it, before and since, so slippery as to make it seem safer to 
alight and go up on foot. A quarter of a mile to the north 
of the town-gate she would pass the well, from which, os she 
had heard from infancy, her ancestor David had so longed to 
drink." Presently, passing through the low' gate, she and 
Joseph were in the mountain town or village of Bethlehem.* 1 
Travelling in the East has always been very different from 
Western ideas. As in all thinly-settled countries, private 
hospitality, in early times, supplied the want of inns, but it 
was the peculiarity of the East that this friendly custom con- 


1 Gen. xxzv. 19. 


• 1 Chron. xi. 17. 
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tinued through a long series of ages. On the great roads 
through barren or uninhabited parts, the need of shelter led, 
very early, to the erection of rude and simple buildings, of 
varying size, known as khans, which offered the wayfarer the 
protection of walls and a roof, and water, but little more. 
The smaller structures consisted of sometimes only a singlo 
empty room, on the floor of which the traveller might spread 
his carpet for sleep; the larger ones, always built in a hollow 
square, enclosing a court for the beasts, with water in it for 
them and their masters. From immemorial antiquity it 
has been a favourite mode of benevolence to raise such places 
of shelter, as w'e see so far back as the times of David, when 
C himham built a great khan 0 near Bethlehem, on the caravan 
road to Egypt. 

But while it has long been thus, in special circumstances, 
the Eastern sense of the sacredness of hospitality, which was 
felt deeply by the Jews, made inns, in our sense, or even 
khans, where travellers provided for themselves, unnecessary 
in any peopled place. The simplicity of Eastern life, which 
has fewer wants than the Western mind can well realize, 
aided by universal hospitality, opened private houses every¬ 
where to the traveller. The ancient Jew, like the modern 
Arab, held it a reflection on a community if a passing way¬ 
farer was not made some one’s guest. 1 To bring water at 
once, to wash the traveller’s feet, dusty with the Eastern 
sandals, 3 was an act of courtesy which it showed a churlish 
spirit to omit. Food and lodging, for himself and his beasts, 
if he had any, were provided, and he was regarded as under 
the 6acred protection of his host. 3 At the time of Christ this 
primitive simplicity still continued. The Rabbis constantly 
urge the religious merit of hospitality, promising Paradise as 
its reward, and ranking the kindly reception of strangers 
higher than to have been honoured by an appearance of the 
Shechinah p itself. Its universal recognition as a natural 
duty, in His age, is often found even in the discourses of our 
Lord. 4 

We may feel sure, therefore, that it was not an “inn” 
where Joseph and Mary found shelter after their journey, 
though that word is used in our English version. In the 


1 Jud. xix. 15. Job xxxi. 32. 2 Lake vii. 44. 1 Tim. v. 10. 

3 Gen. xviii. 2 ; xix. 1, 5; xxiv. 25. Exod. ii. 20. Jud. vi. 18 ; xiiL 

15; xix. 20, 23. Josh. ii. 1. 

4 Matt. xxv. 35, 43 ; x. 40. Luke xiv. 13; vii. 44. 
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only two other places in which it occurs, it refers to a friendly 
“ guest-chamber ” 1 in a private honse. q At such a time, 
however, when strangers had arrived from every part, the 
household to which they looked for entertainment bad already 
opened their guest-chamber to earlier comers, and the only 
accommodation that could be offered was a place, half 
kitchen and half stable, which was simply one of the count¬ 
less natural hollows or caves in the hill-side, against which 
the house had been built, as is still seen frequently in 

Palestine.' 

How long Joseph and Mary had been in Bethlehem before 
Jesus was born is impossible to say, for time is of no valuo 
to Orientals, and a stay of a few weeks more or less would 
be little regarded. St. Luke merely tells us that while 
they were there Mary gave birth to the Saviour. Milton, 

following the immemorial tradition of the Church, sings: 

■ 

“ It was the winter wild a 
While the heaven-born child, 

All meauly wrapt, in the rude manger lies; 

Nature, in awe to him, 

Had doff’d her gaudy trim, 

With her great Master so to sympathize; 

It was no season then for her 
To wanton with the sun." 

But the poet’s fancy alone creates the bleak wintrvness of 
the time, for the outlying shepherds on the hills around were 
living witnesses of the reverse. Yet it seems most probable 
that the great event took place between December, 7411, of 
Rome, and February, 750; and the only reason why there 
can be any hesitation in supposing December 25th to have 
been the very day is the natural doubt whether the date 
could have been handed down so exactly, and the fear lest 
the wish to associate the birth of the Redeemer with the 
return of the sun, which made Christmas be early spokeu of 
as the u day of the triumphant sun,” may have led to its 
having been chosen 1 

The simplicity of St. Luke s narrative is very striking. 
An event, compared with which all others in human history 
are insignificant, is recorded in a few words, without any 
attempt at exaggeration or embellishment. The Apocryphal 
Gospels, on the contrary, abound in miraculous details, for 
the most part trifling and childish. Some features in their 


1 Mark nv. 14. Luke xxii. 11. 


* Hyntn > n the Natirity. 
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narratives, however, are not wanting in naturalness or even 
sublimity, and, at the least, they have the merit of showing 
how the early Church painted for itself the scene of tho 



It happened,” says these old legends, 1 “ as Mary 
and Joseph were going up towards Bethlehem, that the time 
came when Jesus should be born, and Mary said to Joseph, 
‘ Take me down from my ass,’ and he took her down from 
her ass, and said to her, ‘ Where shall I take thee, for there 
is no inn here ? ’ Then he found a cave near the grave of 
Rachel, the wife of the patriarch Jacob—the mother of 
Joseph and Benjamin; and light never entered the cave, but 
it was alw*ays filled with darkness. And the sun was then 
just going down. Into this he led her, and left his two sons 
beside her, 1 and went out towards Bethlehem to seek help. 
But when Mary entered the cave it was presently filled with 
light, and beams, as if of the sun, shone around; and thus it 
continued, day and night, while she remained in it. 

“ In this cave the child was born, and the angels were 
round Him at His birth, and worshipped the New-born, and 
said, ‘ Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth and 
goodwill to men.’ Meanwhile Joseph was wandering about, 
seeking help. And when he looked up to heaven, he saw that 


the pole of the heavens stood still, and the birds of the air 
stopped in the midst of their flight, and the sky was dark¬ 
ened. And looking on the earth he saw a dish full of food, 
prepared, and workmen, resting round it, with their hands in 
the dish to eat, and those who were stretching out their 
hands did not take any of the food, and those who were 
lifting their hands to their mouths did not do so, but the faces 
of all were turned upwards. And he saw sheep which were 
being driven along, and the sheep stood still, and the shepherd 
lifted his hand to strike them, but it remained uplifted. And 
he came to a spring, and saw the goats with their mouths 
touching the water, but they did not drink, but were under 
a spell, for all things at that moment were turned from their 
course.” u 

But if wonders such as these were wanting, the birth of 
the Saviour was not without attestations of His divine glory. 
If His birth was mean on earth below, it was celebrated with 
hallelujahs by the heavenly host in the air above. 2 The few 
fields in the valley below Bethlehem have, likely, been always 


1 Prot'V., c. 17-20. Hist, de Nat . Mar., c. 13. Hist. Joseph, c. 7. 
* McLauriu’s Glorying in the Cross of Christ. 
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too valuable to be used for pasture, but the slopes and heights 
of the hills around were then, as they had been in David's 
time, and are still, the resort of shepherds, with iluir 
numerous flocks, which supplied the requirements of the 
neighbouring Temple. The “ Onomasticon,” of Eusebius 1 ‘ 
informs us that about “ a thousand paces from Bethlehem 
stands a tower called Eder 2 —that is, the tower of the shep¬ 
herds y —a name which foreshadowed the angelic appearance 
to the shepherds, at the birth of our Lord.” Jewish tradition 
has preserved the record of a tower of this name, in this 
locality, where the flocks of sheep for the Temple sacrifices 
were pastured ; and there still remain, at the given distance, 
eastwards from Bethlehem, the ruins of a church which 
Helena, tho mother of Constantine, caused to be built on tho 
spot believed to have been that at which the heavenly vision 
was seen. 

On the night of the birth of Christ, a group of shepherds 
lay out, with their flocks, on the hill-side, in tho neighbour¬ 
hood of this ancient watch-tower. Some of them were 
keeping their turn of watching while the others slept, for 
shepherds relieved each other by watches, as our sailors do, 
at fixed hours.* St. Luke expressly tells us that they were 
“ w r atching the watehes of the night." To have received such 
surpassing honour from above, they must have been members, 
though poor and hnmble, of that true Israel which included 
Mary and Joseph, Zacharias and Elisabeth, Simeon and Anna 
—the representatives, in those dark days, of the saints of 
their nation iu its brighter past. They must have been men 
looking out, in their simple way, towards the invisible and 
eternal, and seeking that kingdom of God for themselves 
which was one day, as they believed, to be revealed in their 
nation at large. Only that mind which has sympathy with 
external natnre can receive in their true significance the im¬ 
pressions it is fitted to convey, and only the heart which has 
sympathy with spiritual things can recognise their full mean¬ 
ing. Poetic sensibility is required in the one case, and reli 
gious in the other. In each it is the condition of sincere 
emotion. The stillness over hill and valley, broken only by 
the bleating of the sheep; the unelonded brightness of the 
Syrian sky, with its innumerable stars; and the associations 
of these mountain pastures, dear to every Jew, as tho scene 
of David’s youth, were over and around them. And now, to 

1 Quoted by (7<ispcn,p. 66. 1 "ITB, a flock. 
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quote the beautiful narrative of St. Luke, “ lo, an “ angel of 
the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord bb shone 
round about them, and they were sore afraid. And the angel 
said unto them, 1 Fear not, for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be unto all the people. 00 For 
unto you is born, this day, in the City of David, a Savioui, 
who is Christ the Lord. And this shall be the sign unto you : 
ye shall find a babe dd wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multi¬ 
tude of the Heavenly Host, praising God and saying— 

‘ Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace, 

Goodwill toward men.’ ” •• 

With this ever-memorable anthem—the first and last melody 
of heaven ever heaid by mortal ears—the light faded from 
the hills, as the angels went away into heaven, and left earth 
once more in the shadow of night," knowing and thinking 
nothing of that which so supremely interested distant worlds. 
Wondering at such a vision, and full of simple trust, the 
shepherds had only one thought—to see the babe and its 
mother for themselves. Climbing* the hill, therefore, with 
eager haste, they hurried to Bethlehem, and there found 
Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger,** as had 
been told them. 

No details are given : no heightening of the picture of this 
first act of reverence to the new-born Saviour. Nor are they 
needed. The lowliness of the visitors, the pure image of the 
Virgin Mother and her Child, are better left in their own 
simplicity. Infancy is for ever dignified by the manger of 
Bethlehem : womanhood is ennobled to its purest ideal in 
Mary: man, as such, receives abiding honour, in the earliest 
accepted homage to her Son being that of the simple poor. 

A great teacher has pointed some striking lessons 1 on the 
way in which the whole incident was received, as St. Luke 
relates, by those immediately concerned. The shepherds 
rip read abroad the story, with hearts full of grateful adora¬ 
tion ; the hearers wonder at it, but Mary ponders in her 
heart all that had been told her. “ There were more virgins 
in Israel, more even of the tribe of David, than she,” says the 
great preacher; “but she was the Chosen of God. It was 


1 Sclileiermacher’s Predigten, vol. ii. p. 320. 



118 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


natural, and it is easy to understand, that when a second 
appearance of angels, like that which she had already herself 
experienced, was seen, she should ponder in her heart their 
words, which concerned her so nearly. But, if wc ask our¬ 
selves—was this pondering the words in her heart already 
the true faith that carries the blessing,—the fruitful seed of 
a personal relation to the Saviour ?—did Mary already believe, 
firmly and immovably, that the Saviour of the world should 
see the light of life through her P—the Gospels leave us too 
clearly to think the opposite. There was a time, long after 
this, when Christ was already a Teacher, when she wavered 
between Him and His brethren who did not believe in Him ; 
when she went out with them to draw Him away from His 
course, and bring Him back to her narrower circle of home 
life, as one who was hardly in His right mind. Firm, un¬ 
wavering trust, that knows no passing cloud, is a work of 
time with all who have an inner personal nearness to the 
Saviour; and it was so with Mary. She reached it only, 
like us all, through manifold doubts and struggles of heart, 
by that grace from above which roused her, ever, anew, and 
led her on from step to stop.” 



CHAPTER X. 

AT BETHLEHEM. 


T HE first two months of the life of Christ, if not a longer 

time, were spent quietly in Bethlehem. That great 
event in a Hebrew household, His circumcision, marked the 
eighth dar from His birth. To dedicate their children to 

o ■/ 

the God of Israel in His appointed way, and thus at once 
give them “ a portion in Israel,” and set them apart from 
the nations by this sacred token, was a duty which no 
Jewish parent would for a moment dare to neglect. “ On 
the eighth day,” says the Book of Jubilees, 1 * “ shalt thou 

boy 

people of his house circumcised. An d no one may dare to 
change the day, nor go a day beyond the eight days, 1 for it 
is an everlasting law, established and graven on the tablets 
of heaven. An d he who does it not belongs not to the 
children of the promise, but to the children of destruction. 
Sons of Belial are they who do it not.” The infant Saviour 
was in all probability carried on the legal day to the Temple, 
as it was so near, for the performance of the rite,—for 
Joseph and Mary, like all other Jews, would think a religious 
act doubly sacred within the hallowed courts of Mount Zion. 
Custom, however, would allow its being done in the local 
synagogue, or in the humble house of prayer in Bethlehem 
itself, or even in the house in which Mary and Joseph 
lodged. 

<7 

The name Mary’s child received had already been fixed at 
the Annunciation, and was formally given at the circum¬ 
cision, in accordance with Jewish customs in reference to 
male infants. b Its association with such a strictly Jewish 
rite made it the symbol of the child’s formal admission into 
the congregation of Israel, of which he was henceforth 
a member. The infant Jesus was now an acknowledged 
Israeli te. c 


circumcise' thy 


, for on that day were Abraham and the 


1 See John vii. 22, 23. 
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Thirty-three days more had to elapse, in accordance with 
Jewish custom, before Mary could visit the Temple, or even 
go outside her dwelling, or touch anything made sacred bv 
being consecrated to God. Including the circumcision week, 
the Jewish mother had to pass forty days of seclusion after 
the birth of a son, 1 and sixty-six after that of a daughter, 3 
before she could again take part in common life. After this 
long delay, she might appear in the Holy Place, to thank God 
for her preservation, and to receive from the priest the legal 
rite of purification. 

When, at last, the day of her long-desired visit to the 
Temple came, Mary, with her child, had to present them¬ 
selves in the Court of the Women as soon as the morning 
incense had been offered, and the nine blasts of the Temple 
trumpets had given the signal for morning prayer.* The 
road from Bethlehem ran along the western side of the hill 
which overlooks Mount Zion from the sonth—that on which 
Pompey, Bixty years before, had pitched his camp—a defile¬ 
ment of the holy soil never since forgotten. Passing Herod's 
great amphitheatre, 3 with its heathen ornaments—a sight as 
revolting to a Jewess as was the remembrance of the bloody 
games celebrated in the circus within- Mary would go up 
the Valley of the Giants, and at the further end of it the full 
splendour of the city and Temple would be before her. The 
long sweep of the valley of Hinnom ran, bending eastward, 
to the valley of the Kidron, with the royal gardens where the 
two valleys met, and mansions and palaces rising on the hills 
beyond. Over Ophel rose the dazzling whiteness of the Royal 
Porch of the Temple, a structure longer and higher than 
York Cathedral, built upon a solid mass of masonry, almost 
equal in height to the tallest of our church spires. 4 Passing 
up the northern arm of Hinnom, her road skirted the pools of 
Gihon, shining, as she looked at them, in the morning light, 
and wound round to the Gennath Gate, under the shadow of 
the great towers beyond the palace of Herod, on the line of 
the oldest of the city walls. These fortresses had all been 
built by Herod to overawe Jerusalem, and had been named 
by him ; the one, after his friend Hippicns, the next, after his 
brother Phasael, and the third, after his wife Mariamne, 
whom ho had murdered, but could not forget. On the north¬ 
east, the colossal, eight-sided Psephinos, with its double crown 


* Lev. xii. 4. 

* Bell. Jnd , iL 8. 3 . 


* Lev. xii. 5. 

4 Recovery of Jerusalem, p. •. 



THE PURIFICATION. 


121 


of breastworks and battlements, looked down on the city, and 
all four glittered in the early light, and rose high into the 
clear blue of the sky. Mary was now within the walls of 
Jerusalem, and had to thread her way through the narrow 
streets of the lower town, till, after crossing the bridge over 
the vallev, to Mount Moriah, she at last reached the eastern 
side of the Temple, where the Golden Gate, at the head o i. 
the long flight of steps that led to the Talley of the Kidron, 
opened into the Court of tlie Women. 

She would, doubtless, be early enough on her way to hear 
the three trumpet blasts which announced the opening of 
the outer gate, long before the call to prayer. The earlier 
she came, the less chance would there be of meeting any¬ 


thing on 


the "way that might defile her, and prevent her 


entering the Temple. Women on her errand commonly rode 
to the Temple on oxen, that the body of so huge a beast 
between them and the ground might prevent any chance of 
defilement from passing over a sepulchre on the road, and, 
doubtless, she rode either an ass or an ox, as was the 
custom. 1 


While the mothers who were coming that morning for 
purification gradually gathered, Mary would have to wait 
outside the lofty gate of the Court of the Israelites, known 
as that of Nicanor, 8 because the head and hands of the Syrian 
general of that name, slain in battle by Judas Maccabaeus, 
had been hung up on it in triumph. 2 She had doubtless 
often heard, among the household stories of her childhood, 
how the haughty enemy of her people wagged his hand, 
each day, towards Judea and Jerusalem, with the words 
“ Oh! when will it be in my power to lay them waste ? ” 
and how the hand that had thus been lifted against the holy 
place in blasphemy, had been exposed on the gate before her 
in shameJ It was the greatest of all the Temple gates: 
greater even than the outer gate east of it, known as the 
Beautiful, from its being covered with massy silver and gold, 
richly carved, 3 or from its being made of Corinthian brass, 
elaborately chased,® and of far higher value than even gold. 
It was known also as the Agrippa Gate, for over its eastern, 
or outer side, glittered a gigantic Roman eagle, underneath 
which Herod had inscribed the name of his friend VipsaniuB 
Agrippa, the friend and son-in-law of Augustus. A flight of 


1 Liphtfoot, Hirra Hebraica, vol. i. p. 77. 2 Jost, Jvd., vol. i. p. 142. 

* Jos., Beh . Jud., v. 5. 3. 



122 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


fifteen steps, in crescent shape, formed the approach to it, and 
marked the height of the Court of the Men, above that of 
the Women. The gate, itself, stood at the inner end of a 
massive structure, fifty cubits in depth, with porticoes at 
the eastern side, and chambers above it, under which Joseph 
doubtless waited with Mary, for husbands could enter the 
Court of the Women with their wives, 1 though no woman 
could pass into the Court of the Men. They must have 
shuddered as they passed underneath the great golden eagle, 
the hateful symbol of idolatry and Roman domination, for 
destroying which, in the riots before Herod’s death, so many 
of the flower of Jerusalem were soon to die. 

After a time, the Nicanor Gate was opened, and the 
offerings of all the women who had come for purification, 
which was much the same as churching is with us, were 
taken from them by the Levite6, into the Court of the 
Priests, to be burned on the altar, after the morning sacrifice. 
Mary might have had either a lamb or a pair of young 
pigeons, for the rite; but Joseph was poor, and she vrns con¬ 
tented with the cheaper offering of doves, h probably bought 
from the Temple officer who kept flocks of doves, purchased 
with the funds of the Temple, and sold them to those 
who were about to offer, at the market price.'- Or she may 
have got them in the outer court, which had been turned into 
a noisy bazaar, by great numbers of money-changers, sellers 
of doves, and even dealers in oxen, who sought the custom of 
the crowds frequenting the Temple, contrary to the very idea 
of such a place. 3 Meanwhile, the assembled mothers spent 
the interval before their offering w r as laid on the altar, in 
giving thanks to God for their recovery. After a time, a 
priest came with some of the blood, and, having sprinkled 
them with it, pronounced them clean, 1 and thus tho rite 
ended. 

Her own “ purification,” however, was not the only object 
of this first visit to the Temple, after the birth of her Son. 
In the patriarchal times, the firstborn son of each family 
seems to have been the assistant of the Family Head in tho 
priestly services of the household. Jewdsh tradition has 
always supported this belief, 4 and the ancient commentators 
appeal to various passages in support of it. k A great change 

1 Jos., Ant., xv. 11. 5. * Jott , voL i. p. 152. 

• Matt. xxi. 12. John ii. 14. Delitzsch. Jildisches Haiidwerlirrlehm t. 
Zcit. Jesu, p. 25. 4 Winer, R. W*. D., Art. Heinigunj. 
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was, ho we rer, introduced by Moses. Aaron and his sons 
were set apart, with the whole tribe of Levi, as the only 
priests, and thus the priestly services of the firstborn were 
no longer required. That they had originally been claimed, 
however, was still kept before the people by a law erelong 
announced at Sinai, that the eldest male, of both man and 
beast, was sacred to God. Of the lower creatures, some were 
to be offered on the altar; others redeemed at a fixed price. 
The firstborn son was to be presented before God in the 
Temple, and consecrated to His service, a month after birth, 
but a money payment of not more than five shekels, 1 and, in 
the case of a parent’s poverty, of less, was accepted as a “ re¬ 
demption ” of the rights this involved. 1 Rabbinical law, in 
the time of Mary, had made a refinement on the original 
statute of Moses, no child being required to be “ presented to 
the Lord” who was in any way maimed, or defective, or 
had any blemish, so as to be unfit for a priest 2 —a rule which 
throws an incidental light on Mary’s child, such as might 
have been expected. He must have been, in all points, with¬ 
out physical blemish. 

The details of the ceremony, as observed in the days of 
our Lord, have not come down to us, but may, doubtless, 
be illustrated by those still in force ; for the “ redemption of 
the firstborn ” is still observed by strict Jews as the legacy 
of immemorial tradition. The Hebrew father invites ten 
friends and a Rabbi, who must be a Cohen 5 —that is, one 
reputed to belong to the house of Aaron—to his house, on 
the thirty-first day after the child’s birth. The infant is 
presently brought in by the father and laid before the 
Rabbi, with a sum of money—which, in England, if the 
father be ordinarily well-to-do, generally amounts to about 
twelve shillings." 1 He then formally tells the Rabbi that his 
wife, who is an Israelite, has borne, as her firstborn, a male 
child, which, therefore, he now gives to the Rabbi, as the 
representative of God.“ “Which would you, theD, rather 
do P ” asks the Rabbi, “ give up your firstborn, who is the 
first child of his mother, to Jehovah, or redeem him for five 
shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary, which is five geraP ” 

I 


1 Lev. xxvii. 6. Hum. xviii. 15; xvi. 3, 12. Lev. xii. 4. Exod. xiii. 13; 

xxxiv. 20. 

' 2 Lightfoot, Hor. Ueb. t vol. iii. p. 38. Herzog’s Real-Ency., vol. iv. 
p. 145. 

* Cohen ]n'3, is the Hebrew word for priest. 
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The father, of course, answers that he wishes to redeem his 
child. “ This is my firstborn,” says he; “here, take unto 
thee the five shekels due for his redemption.” As he hands 
the money to the Rabbi, he praises God for the day—“ Blessed 
art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who hast 
sanctified us with Thy commandments, and commanded us 
to perform the redemption of a son. Blessed art Thou. () 
Lord our God, King of the Universe, who hast maintained 
us, and preserved us, to enjoy this season.” The Rabbi then 
takes the money, and after passing the coin round the child's 
bead, as a symbol of redemption, lays his other hand on its 
brow, with the words—“This [child] is instead of this 
[money], and this [money] instead of this [child]: may this 
child be brought to life, to the Law, and to the fear of 
heaven ; and as he has been brought to be ransomed, so may 
he enter into the Law, and good deeds.” He then places 
both his hands on the child’s head, and prays—“God make 
thee as Ephraim and Manasseh. The Lord bless and pre¬ 
serve thee. The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee, 
and give thee peace. Length of days, yeara, and peace be 
gathered to thee; and God keep thee from all evil and save 
thy soul.” And now the rite is over. 

In a nation which has boasted, for two thousand years, 
that it hands down its religious customs, from general ion to 
generation, without a shadow of change, in word or form, a 
practice of to-day is, doubtless, in most respects, identical-with 
its counterpart in the time of Mary. It was, we may assume, 
with some such prayers and solemn forms that Joseph and 
Mary, still standing before the Nicanor Gate, “presented” 
the infant Saviour “ to the Lord,” 1 ° after Mary had been de¬ 
clared “clean ” by the sprinkling of the blood of the doves. 

It was still morning, and crowds of men were entering the 
Court of the Israelites, by the Nicanor Gate, or passing out. 
The mothers and fathers who had firstborn sons to redeem 
were still before the gate, Mary and Joseph among them. 
And now an aged man, who could not come earlier to his 
morning devotions, approaches. We know only that his 
name was Simeon, a very common one, then, among the Jews, 
and that he was one in whom the reign of form and rite had 
not extinguished true s 
man and devout,” Bays 
of which, in those days, is seen in the explanation of nearly 


piritual conceptions. He was “ a just 
St. Luke 3 —an expression, the force 


1 Luke ii. 22. 


* Cb. ii. 25. 
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the same character given to the great high priest Simon. 
“ He was called ‘ Just ’ both for his piety towards God, and 
his charity towards his countrymen.” 1 Simeon must have 
been one who, though he followed the Law, did so from the 

love of it and from the fear of God, and was careful of its 

/ * 

spirit, while, no doubt, exact in the countless ritual obser¬ 
vances then thought to constitute “ righteousness ; ” one, like 
Nathanael, “an Israelite indeed, in whom was no guile.” 2 
Habitually drawing near God, the promise had been fulfilled 
to this aered saint that God would draw near to him: 3 for 

o 

“ the Holy Ghost was upon him. Too old to care for longer 
life, so far as earth alone was concerned, his heart yet beat 
warmly for his down-trodden nation, and for man at large, 
sunk in heathen dai'kness. He would fain wait among the 
living till the appearance of the “ Consolation of Israel ”— 
the familiar name by which his race, in their deep yearning 
for deliverance, had come to speak of the long expected 
Messiah, 1 * as the sure restorer of its glory. He had a pre¬ 
monition, divinely sent, that he should have this joy, and had 
come this morning “ by the spirit ” q into the Temple. How 
he knew it we cannot tell, but, as Mary stood presenting her 
child, he recognised in Him the “Messiah of God.” The 
ceremony over, his full heart cannot restrain itself. Tottering 
towards the young mother, he takes her babe in his arms, 
and gives thanks to God in words of touching beauty—“ Lord, 
now lettest Thou thy servant depart in peace, according to 
Thy word: for mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation, which 
Thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples: a light to 
lighten the heathen and the glory of Thy people Israel.” 
Like a true Jew, he thinks of Israel as the centre of the 
Messianic glory, the light ol which is to stream, afai’, over 
the heathen world around, attracting them to it. 

Turning to Joseph 1- and Mary, the old man then says a few 
parting words, with prophetic insight of the future both of 
the child and its mother. “ Your child,” says he to her, “ is 
destined for the fall of many in Israel, for many will reject 
Him ; but also for the rising again of many, who will believe 
on Him and live. He is sent for a sign which shall be spoken 
against, and will meet with reproach and contradiction, which 
will reveal the thoughts of many hearts respecting Him ”—a 
truth too sadly culminating at Calvary. Mary’s own heart 
“ would be pierced with a great sorrow.” 


1 Ant., xii. 2. 5. 


2 John i. 47. 


0 Jas. 8. 
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At that instant, we are told, an aged woman, Anna by name, 
of the tribe of Asher, and therefore a Galilean, approached 
the gate. She was eighty-four years old, and had thus lived 
through the long sad period of war, conquest, and oppression, 
which had intensified, in every Jewish heart, the yearning 
for national deliverance by the promised Messiah. She 
must have remembered the fatal war between the Asmonear 
brothers, Aristobulus and Hyreanus, 1 which had brought all 
the misery of her people in its train, and she had likely seen 
the legions of Pompey, when they encamped on the hills 
round Jerusalem.- The rise of Herod 3 was a recollection of 
her middle life, and its dreadful story of war, murder, and 
crime, must have sunk into her heart, as it had into the hearts 
of all her race. 

Her long life had been spent in pious acts and services, 
for, after she had been seven years a wife, her husband had 
died, leaving her, doubtless, still very young, since Hebrew 
girls married at twelve or fourteen years of age. She had 
never married again, a fact mentioned by St. Luke in accord¬ 
ance with the feeling of the day, 4 to her honour, but had been, 
in the words of St. Paul, 5 “ a widow indeed,” “ trusting in 
God,” and “ continuing in supplications and prayers night 
and day.” She might, in truth, be said to have lived in the 
Temple, 6 and to have spent her life in fastings and prayers; 
having very likely come from Galilee to be near the holy place, 
and thns able to give herself up to religious exercises, on the 
spot, whqre, in the eyes of a Jew, they were most sacred.* 

Snch a woman mnst have been well known in a place like 
Jerusalem. Catching the burden of Simeon’s words as sho 
passed, she too, like him, forthwith thanks God that the 
promise of the Messiah is now, at last, fulfilled. There could 
have been few, however, to whom the glad tidings of such a 
Saviour were welcome, for though the heart of the nation was 
burning with Messianic hopes of a political kind, we are told 
that Anna was able to announce the birth of Christ to all in 
Jerusalem who looked for a redemption of a higher type.* 

Returning to Bethlehem, Joseph and Mary seem to have 
iutended to settle in it permanently/ for even after thcii 
return from Egypt they would have gone to it again, but for 
their fear of Archelaus. St. Matthew 8 speaks of their living 
in a “house” when the Magi came, very soon after the 

> B.c ?. * b.c. 68. ■ nc. 37. 4 1 Tim. iii. 2. • I Tim. v. fc 

9 Lake ii 87. • Matt, ii. 22. 9 Ch. ii. 10. 
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Presentation, but the natural chamber in the hill-side, which 
was Mary’s first shelter, would be as much a part of a house 
as any other. It has for ages been the custom to speak of 
the birthplace of Jesus as a cave, though the word raises very 
different ideas in our minds, from any that could have been 
felt where such cool, dry recesses are, even still, ordinary 
parts of village or country houses of the humbler kind. 

The “ Cave of the Nativity ” now shown in Bethlehem, is 
surrounded by such artificial distractions, that it is hard to 
realize the possibility of its being the actual scene of the most 
stupendous event in all history. A convent, like a medieeval 
castle for strength and solidity, and of great extent, crowns 
the hill, its huge buttresses resting on the shelving rocks far 
below. The village lies on the eastern and western summit- 
crests of the hill, at a height above the sea 1 only 300 feet 
lower than the top of Helvellyn, and as high as the loftiest 
hill-top in the Cheviot range. You may easily walk round 
it, or from side to side of it, in a quarter of an hour, or 
along its whole length in half that time. The villagers 


support themselves partly by field work, but mainly by 
carving rosaries, crucifixes, and models of the Holy Sepulchre, 
in wood, for sale. The Cave of the Nativity lies on the east 
hill, under a “ Church of St. Mary,” first built by the Emperor 
Constantine, but often renewed since. To this church there 
is joined, on the north, the Latin cloister of the Franciscans, 
with the Church of St. Catherine, which belongs to it, and, 
on the south, the Greek and the Armenian cloisters. 

The “ Church of the Nativity ”—venerable at least for its 
great age—is built in the form of a cross. The choir, two 
steps higher than the long nave, includes the top and arms 
of the cross, and is divided from the nave by a partition. A 
low door, in the west, leads, through the porch, to the desolate 
and cheerless nave, with forty-four pillars, in seven rows, 
supporting the roof, the rough beams of which are uncovered, 
and look very bare and dreary. The Greeks and Armenian r 
have charge of this part, the Latins being only allowed to 
pass through it to their cloister. The former have altars in 
llie choir; that of the Greeks, which is consecrated to “ the 
three kings,” standing in the centre, and showing, in a niche 
under it, a star of white marble, marking the spot where the 


1 2,538 Paris feet = 2,774 English feet. Arnold’s Palasiina. The 
summit of Helvellyn is 3,055 feet above tbe sea-level; that of Cheviot 
Peak 2,638; and that of Broad Law, in Peebles, 2,741. 
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star of the wise men stood in the heavens over Bethlehem ! 
The Cave of the Nativity is under the altar, and is reached, 
from both sides of the choir, by a flight of broad and beaut iful 
marble steps, respectively fifteen and thirteen in number. 
The cave itself is about thirty-eight feet long, eleven broad, 
and nine high, and is paved with black and red-veined marble. 
The sides are partly lined with marble slabs, but some of 
these, on the north, have fallen o£F, and show the bare wall, 
while, elsewhere, curtains of silk or linen are huug up—tho 
silk apparently only at festivals. From the roof hangs a row 
of silver lamps, along the whole length of the cave. The 
site of the manger itself is on the east side of the grotto, iu 
a rounded niche about eight feet high and four broad, in 
which an altar stands. The pavement of this recess is a few 
inches higher than that of the cave, and is formed of marblo 
slabs on which there is a silver star, with sparkling rays, 
inlaid with precious stones. Along the edge runs an inscrip¬ 
tion which no one can read without emotion—“ Hie de Virgin© 
Maria Jesus Christus natus est.” 1 

South from this spot, in a corner, is a small separate cave, 
three steps lower than the larger one, and in this stands tho 
“Altar of the Manger;” but as the wooden manger which 
was exhibited in earlier times was taken to Rome in I486 by 
Pope Sixtus V., very little interest attaches now, even on the 
ground of antiquity, to the crib of coloured marble shown in 
its place. A painting of the Adoration of the Shepherds 
covers the rock behind. Five silver lamps swing before this, 
and opposite is the “ Altar of the Magi,” with another [mint¬ 
ing. It throws additional distrust over all, except, perhaps, 
the central facts of the spot, that a door from the larger cavo 
admits into a long, crooked, rough opening, like the gallery 
of a mine, in which are various altars, in recesses, natural, or 
formed by man. You are shown the “ Chapel of St. Joseph ; ” 
then that of “ The Innocents,” under the altar of which a 
square latticed opening is said to lead to the cave in which 
the bones of the murdered Innocents were buried. From 
the Chapel of the Innocents you pass the altar of Eusebius of 
Cremona, who lies there; and iu a cave at the west end of 
the gallery you are shown the tombs of the holy Paula and 
her daughter Eustochium, with that of their friend St. 

Jerome,” whose cell—the sceno of his wonderful vorsion of 

_ * 

the Scriptures—is pointed out, a little beyond. 


1 Here, Jesus Christ was bom, of the Virgin Mary. 



CHAPTER XI. 

THE MAGI. 


T HE two centuries in which Judea was a province of the 

Persian Empire 1 were, perhaps, the happiest time in 
the history of the Jewish nation. Enjoying perfect religious 
liberty, for which alone they cared, they were loyal and 
contented. Nehemiah, the rebuilder of Jerusalem, was at 
the same time a Persian pacha, and the people at largo only 
expressed their common fidelity to the power he represented, 
in allowin g, with a liberality amazing in their ease, a sculp¬ 
ture of Susa, the Persian metropolis, to be cut over one of 
the gates of the Temple. 2 

The most striking characteristic of each nation furthered 
this mutual respect. In Persia the highest form of Aryan 
religion had been brought face to face with the highest form 
of Semitic, and there were many points in which mutual 
sympathy and regard were inevitable. Both nations hated 
idolatry; indeed, the Persian was more zealous in this than 
the Jew had been, for there w'ere not wanting, even in the 
exile, Jews who served idols. 3 In Ormuzd and Ahrinmn,—the 
personifications of Light and Darkness, or Good and Evil,— 
the Persian, as it might seem, had only developed the Jewish 
doctrine, of Jehovah and the Evil that struggled to counter¬ 
act His beneficent rule. To the Persian, as to the Jew, his 
sacred books were the weapon against darkness, and the 
guide to blessedness. They prescribed commandments and 
supplied revelations. They taught a life after death, and 
future rewards and punishments; they disclosed tho issuo of 
the great struggle between Good and Evil, and what would 
happen at the end of the world. Times of great trial were 
to prove the faithful before tho final day. Their blood would 
flow like water. At the end of every millennium, however, 
Ormuzd would send a prophet, with a new revolution, and 

1 b.c. 540-332. 

* Ezek. xiv. 1 fif. 

10 


3 Winer, R. W. B., Art. Susan. 
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thna a reformation would be effected for the time. The 
prophet next to appear would be born of a virgin, and after 
destroying the works of Ahriman, would establish a happy 
kingdom for a thousand years. To aid him in this, the most 
famous men of all times would appear in life again. At the 
end of the millennium, the resurrection, it was taught, would 
take plane, through fifty-seven years. Then would begin 
the buming-up of the world by fire: the mountains would 
sink, and the whole globe become like a sea of molten metals. 
Through this all men must pass, to be purified from the sins 
still cleaving to them; but while the holy would do it with 
ease, the wicked would suffer pain such as the same torments 
would have given them during life. After this purification, 
even the formerly wicked would be freed from evil. Ahri¬ 
man and hell would be conquered and pass away; there 
would remain only the great communion of the blessed, who 
live with Ormuzd. 


As regards this life, the Persians were taught that no man 
can remain neutral, but must take the side either of good or 
evil. To follow the former was not only right but natural, 
since Ormuzd is the Creator. Yet even he who chooses 
the right does not always receive his reward, for evil is 
powerful, and hinders Ormuzd, in many ways, from favour¬ 
ing his servant here. The bad, by the help of Ahriman, may 
obtain prosperity, and even secure the blessings designed for 
the good, but in the world to come this will no longer be 
possible. As a man has lived on earth, so, they believed, 
would be his reward or suffering in the life beyond, lie who 
has been good and pure, in thought, word, and deed, would 
be owned as a servant of Ormuzd, and received into tho 
fellowship of the spirits in light, while he who had opposed 
Ormuzd here, would be driven down, in the 4ife hereafter, 
to dwell with Ahriman and his followers, in thick darkness. 
The decision as to the class to which any one belongs would 
be given according to his works. On the third day after 
death, judgment, they were taught, will bo held, and every 
soul will have to pass over a bridge, where the ways to heaven 
and hell divide. Beside it sit the judges of the dead and 
weigh the deeds of each soul in great scales. If the good 
hear down the evil, the soul goes forward, over the bridge, 
to Paradise, where it is welcomed, and has its dwelling till 
the Last Judgment. But when a wicked soul presents itself, 
on tho third day after death, to try to pass over, tho bridgo 
scorns too narrow and slight, the footsteps totter, and the 



JUDAISM AND PARSEEISM. 


131 


soul falls into the dark abyss beneath. It is there received 
with laughter and mockery by fiends, and tortured with the 
bitterest agonies till the Day of Judgment. 1 - 

How far this early creed retained its hol'd among the 
Persians in the days of the Captivity, is not known, and 
there are no grounds for assuming that the Jews were in¬ 
debted to it, to any great extent, for the development of their 
theology. The unity of Jehovah was in direct opposition to 
the dualism of the Persian system. 8 The Jewish conception 
of Satan, like that of the resurrec cion, has its roots in the 
Old Testament, in which the development of both may be 
traced. The doctrine of the resurrection, indeed, seems 
hardly to have been among the old Persian popular beliefs, 
though found in one place in the Avesta. Jewish ideas re¬ 
specting angels, good and bad, no doubt received an impulse 
from those of the Persians, b but, as a whole, the relation be¬ 
tween the two theologies was mainly that of independent 
similarity in some details. 2 

But while the Jew borrowed very little from Persian 


sources, the exile,—partly under Persian rule,—the two hun¬ 
dred years of Persian supremacy in Judea, and the lasting 
connection between the Jews of the East and their brethren 


in Palestine, must have created a deep interest, on both sides, 
in faiths which had so much in common. 


The extent to which Parseeism had spread in the East, in 
the days of Christ, cannot be known, but it had doubtless 
diffused itself, more or less, over many regions, by the move¬ 
ments of men in these troublous times. 


On the other hand, the knowledge of Judaism was by no 
means confined to Palestine. The great bulk of the Jewish 
nation had never returned from Babylon, but remained, in 
distinct communities, spread over the surface of that empire. 
Their fidelity to their faith was proved by their having sup¬ 
ported the colony at Jerusalem till it no longer needed their 
help. 3 They looked to the Temple as their religious centre, 
contributed largely to its funds, and received their ecclesias¬ 
tical instructions from its authorities. The Babylonian Jew 
prided himself on the purity of his descent. What the Heb¬ 
rews of Judea boasted they were, compared to those of other 


1 See, for a full account of Parseeism, Spiegel—in Herzog Ency. % xi 
115-127. 

1 See Dillmann’s Art. Persien, in Schehkel’s Bibel Lexicon. 

* Jost and Derenbourg, passim. 
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countries, the Babylonian Hebrew claimed to be to tlu* Judean 
“like pure flour compared to dough.” From Babylon, the 
Jew had spread through every region of the East, and wher¬ 
ever he went he became a zealous missionary of his faith. 
Various causes had led to the same wide dispersion in the 
West, with the same result. The number of proselytes gained 
over the world by this propaganda was incredible. The West 
was as full of Jews as the East. Egypt, and other parts of 
Africa, had a vast Jewish population. To use the words of 
Josephus, the habitable globe was so full of Jews, that there 
was scarcely a corner of the Roman empire where they might 
not be found. 1 The great synagogue at Alexandria was so 
large that, if we can believe the Talmud, 2 the Kazan, or 
Reader, had to make use of a handkerchief, as a signal, when 
the congregation were to repeat their “Amen.” 

Incidental proofs of the success of Jewish proselytism are 
numerous. Cicero, and Horace, Juvenal, Tacitus, 3 and Seneca 
alike give vent to the irritation everywhere felt, at the num¬ 
bers of Greeks and Romans thus won over to what thov 

* 

regarded as a hateful superstition. Exemption from military 
service granted to the Jews, trade privileges they specially 


enjoyed, 


marriage 


and other inducements, swelled the 


list of proselytes in every part. “ The Jewish faith,” says 
Seneca, 4 “ is now received over every land : the conquered 
have given laws to the conqueror.” “ 


This 


race.” says Dio 


Cassius, 5 “ has been repeatedly checked by the Romans, yet 
it has increased amazingly, so that it has assumed the greatest 
boldness.” Josephus tells us 6 that in Antioch a great multi¬ 
tude of Greeks were constantly coming forward as proselytes. 
Still further east, it was the same, for St. Luke” records that 
proselytes thronged to the feasts at Jerusalem from provinces 
of the empire north of the Mediterranean, such as Pontus, 
Asia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, and Cappadocia; from Rome itself; 
from its southern territories, such as Egypt, Arabia, Crete, 
and the parts of Libya about Cyrene: from its eastern 
extremities, and even from lands beyond—Mesopotamians, 
Parthians, Medea, and Elamites,—dwellers in the vast regions 
reaching from the Caspian Sea to the Persian Gulf, on the 


1 Ant xiv. 7, 2. Bell. Jud vii. 3. 3. 

• Sucea % 61 b, quoted in Delitzsch's Jiidiftrhc* // andiccrkerlehcn. 

• Cic. pro Flaccoy o. 28. Ilorat . i. 9. 69; 4. 142, Juvcn. % xiv 96. 
Tacit . Ann M ii. 85. 

4 Seneca, de 1 Dio CatsiuM, xxxvii. 17. 

• Dell. Jud., vii. 3. 3. * Acte ii. 9-12. 
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north and south, and even further to the east. The influ¬ 
ence of Judaism extended into all lands. 

Among 1 the Jewish ideas diffused far and near by this 
universal agency, none would find so easy and wide a circu¬ 
lation as that which, above all others, filled the mind and 
heart of every Jew in that age—the expected appearanco 

great prince, of whom they spoke as the Messiah or 


of a 

Anointed.” No indication of popular feeling can be more 
sure than that supplied by the literature of a period; and 
Jewish literature, from the date of Daniel to the age of Christ, 
was more and more completely Messianic. The Book of 
Enoch, the Jewish Sibylline books, the Psalter of Solomon, the 
Ascension of Moses, the Ascension of Isaiah, the Fourth Book 
of Esdras, the Targums of Onkelos and Jonathan, and other 
writings of later Judaism, strove to sustain and rouse the 

O 7 

nation, in those dark days, by prophetic anticipations of 
Messianic deliverance. Burning hope glows through them, 
like fire through clouds, revealing the feverish concentration 


of heart and thought of all Israel on this one grand expecta¬ 


tion 


The restlessness of Judea was only another symptom of this 
universal tension of the popular mind. Patriotic hatred of 
foreign rule, and religious zeal against the introduction of 

c 7 n n 


heathen manners, kept the country in a continual ferment, 
which was heightened at everv festival by assurances of the 

O mJ 

Rabbis, priests, and fanatical “ prophets,” that Jehovah would 
not much longer endure the intrusion of the heathen into 
His own Land. This temper of the people forced Herod to 
erect five times as many fortresses in Judea as were required 
in Galilee ; 1 and yet, in spite of them, the robbers and bandits 
of the Judean hills never ceased to make war against the 

o 

existing government, in the name of Jehovah. Blind super¬ 
stition reigned. The bigoted masses were continually deceived 
by pretended Messiahs, who led them, at one time , 2 to the 
Mount of Olives, to see the walls of the now heathen Jeru- 
salem fall down at the word of the prophet; at another , 3 to 
the Jordan, to pass through, dry shod, like their fathers; at a 
third, as if nothing could warn them, into the wilderness, to 
wait for the signs of the Son of Man predicted by Daniel . 4 
What must have been the contagious effect of such a state of 


1 Hausrath, N. T. Zeitgeachichte , vol. i. p. 42. 

* Jos., Bell Jud., ii. 13. 5. 3 Jos., Ant., xx. 5. 1. 

4 Jos., Bell. Jud., ii. 13. 4. Matt. xxiv. 24, 2G. 



134 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


things on the multitudes of Jews and proselytes from every 
country, who yearly visited Jerusalem? Josephus, perhaps 
with some exaggeration, tells us that, at many feasts, there 
were not less than three millions of pilgrims. 1 How must 
they have spread over the whole earth the expectation of a 
great Jewish king who was to conquer the world ! for this 
the Messiah was to accomplish. It is no wonder that 
Josephus, Tacitus, and Suetonius should record the fact, 
though the Jewish historian in mean flattery, and the others 
from the turn of affairs, applied it to Vespasian." 

It is, therefore, only what might have been expected, when 
St. Matthew tells us that strangers from the East came, soon 
after His birth, to visit the infant Jesus. Any real or fancied 
occasion, which might lead to the belief that the prince, so 
universally looked for, had actually appeared, was well-nigh 
cerlain to call forth such an incident. 

The simple notice given us throws no further light on these 
earliest pilgrims from the great Gentile world, than is afforded 
by the title Magi, and the intimation that they were led to 
undeHake their journey to Bethlehem by some mysterious 
appearances in the heavens. 

The worship of the heavenly bodies had been established 
for immemorial ages in the East, where the transparent 
atmosphere reveals the splendours of the universe, both by 
night and day, with a glory unknown to duller regions. In 
ages when science was yet unknown, and motion was every¬ 
where assumed as the result of inherent life, it was almost 
inevitable to regard the sun as the lord of day, 2 and the moon 
and stars as ruling the night. From this it was only a 
single step to superstition. “ Magic,” as Professor Bastian 
observes, d “ is the physics of the children of nature.” It is 
the first step towards induction, and misleads, only by 
assuming that accidental, or independent, coincidence or suc¬ 
cession, is necessarily cause and effect. Like children, men, 
in simple ages, jump to conclusions from isolated obser¬ 
vations, nor is the power of 6low and careful generalization, 
from a wide range of facts, attained, till very much later. 

The phenomena of the daily and nightly heavens thus led 
very early, in the East, to a belief in astrology; the patient 
scientific faculty being yet wanting which would, hereafter, 

1 Jos., Bril. Jud., vi. 9. 8. , 

4 Baal—tlio sun god—means “ The Lord.” See Burtorf, Lr#, 

Ueb. Chat. Thai., p. 334, for itB various combinatione. 
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develop that illusive science into astronomy, as, in a later 
age, it raised alchemy into chemistry. The stars were sup¬ 
posed, then, as they have been till recent times, to exercise 
supreme influence over human life and the course of nature, 
and from this belief a vast system of imaginary results was 
elaborated. The special power of each star, alone or in con¬ 
junction with others, over health and sickness, prosperity or 
trouble, life or death, the affairs of nations, and the pheno¬ 
mena of nature, was supposed to have been discovered; and 
this power was believed to affect the future as well as the 
present. Diodorus Siculus, who lived in the generation be¬ 
fore Christ, says of the astrologers of the East, “ They think 
the noblest study is that of the five stars called planets, which 
they call interpreters. This name they give them, because 
other stars do not wander like them, but have a fixed course, 
while these have paths of their own, and predict things to be; 
thus interpreting to men the will of the gods. For they say 
that they portend some things by their rising, others by their 
setting, and still others by their colour, to those who study 
them diligently. For, at one time, they say they foretell the 
violence of storms; at another the excess of rains or of heat, 
the appearance of comets, eclipses of the sun or moon, earth¬ 
quakes, and indeed, every change in the sky, either fortunate 
or the reverse, not only to nations and districts, but to kings 
and common people.” 1 2 The position of the stars at a child’s 
birth was held to determine its future fate or fortune, and, 
hence, to cast nativities, early became one of the most im¬ 
portant functions of astrologers.® 

This science was very early cultivated among the races 
inhabiting the Mesopotamian plains. Like all higher know¬ 
ledge in simple times, it was in the hands of a priestly caste, 
known as Magi, a word which seems of Aryan derivation.* 
This order flourished among the Medes, Babylonians, 
and Persians, but it is chiefly famous in connection with 
Persia, and seems as if it had risen among the Aryan races, 
and had only mingled as a foreign element in the Semitic 
civilization of Babylon. 8 

We first meet the title as that of one of the Chaldean 
officials sent by Nebuchadnezzar to Jerusalem—theRabmag, 9 
or head of the Magi; and in the Book of Daniel, 3 we find 
the caste divided into five classes, as the astrologers and 

1 Diod. Sic., ii. 30. 

2 3^ Jer. xxxix. 3. 3 Dan. ii. 2; iv. 7. 
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dream interpreters of Babylon. Their origin, however, iden* 
tified them with the purer faith of Persia, much more than 
with a corrupt idolatry, and hence they especially flourished 
under the Persian rule. In later times the name lost its 
early prestige, from the growth of lower magical arts, prac¬ 
tised as the order degenerated, so that, in the New Testament, 
it is applied, excepting in the case of those who came to visit 
the infant Saviour, only to two “ sorcerers ”—Simon Magus, 
and one Bar-Jesus. 1 

Soon after the presentation of our Lord in the Temple, a 
strange report spread through Jerusalem. Members of the 
old priestly caste of Persia had “come from the East,” in¬ 
quiring where they could find a new-born King of the Jews, 
whose star, they said, they had seen in the East. 2 It was 
quite in keeping with Jewish belief to find indications of 
great events in the appearances of the heavens, for their 
ancient Scriptures spoke of a star that should come out of 
Jacob, 3 and they had long referred the prophecy to their 
expected Messiah. It was, indeed, universally believed that 
extraordinary events, especially the birth and death of great 
men, were heralded by appearances of stars, and still more 
of comets, or by conjunctions of the heavenly bodies. Thus 
Suetonius tells us 4 that at the death of Caesar “ a hairy star 
shone continuously for seven days, rising about the eleventh 
hour,” and Josephus relates 5 that for a whole year before 
the fall of Jerusalem a star, in the shape of a sword—doubt¬ 
less a comet—hung over the doomed city. h A hundred and 
thirty years after Christ’s birth, 6 a false Messiah, in Hadrian’s 
reign, assumed the title of Bar-Coehba 71 —“ the son of the 
star ”—in allusion to the star to come ont of Jacob. The 
Jews had already, long before Christ’s day, dabbled in 
astrology, and the various forms of magic which becamo 
connected with it. They were skilled in mysterious com¬ 
binations of letters and numbers, which they used as talis¬ 
mans and amulets, to heal the sick, to drive away evil spirits, 
and bring frightful curses when wished, and they oven 
affirmed that Borne of their spells could draw the moon from 


1 Acts viii. 9 ; xiii. 6. 

* See a tine Sermon of Schleiermacher on the Magi, Prcdiyten, vol. 
iv. p. 455 

* Nmn. xxiv. 17. 4 Suet , C<e»., p. 88. 

6 Job. Hell. -Jud., vi. 5. 8. 0 a.i>. 130, 131. 

' Roeenmuller, A. u. N. Morgcnl-md, vol. i. p. 15. 
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heaven or open the abyss beneath the earth. 1 * Such practices 
dated amon? them as far back as the time of Alexander the 

o 

Great. They were much given to cast horoscopes from the 
numerical value of a name. Everywhere through the whole 
Roman empire, Jewish magicians, dream expounders, and 
sorcerers, were found.- Josephus 3 ascribes the banishment 
of the Jews from Rome to the acts of impostors of this kind. 
Nor did their superstition stop here. They were skilled in 
the mysteries of astrology itself. “ The planets give wisdom 
and riches,” says the Talmud, and it adds, in other passages, 
—“ The life and portion of children hang not on righteous¬ 
ness, but on their star.” “ The planet of the day has no 
virtue, but the planet of the hour (of nativity) has much. 
Those who are born under the sun are beautiful and noble¬ 
looking, frank and open; those born under Venus, rich and 
amatory; under Mercury, strong in memory and wise; under 
the moon, feeble and inconstant; under Jupiter, just; under 
Mars, fortunate.” “ The calculation of the stars is the joy 
of the Rabbi.” In another passage, indeed, a Rabbi tells an 
inquirer that “ there is no planet that rules Israel,” but the 
explanation added shows a pride that only a Jew could 
express—“ The sons of Israel are themselves stars.” Many 
Rabbis gave themselves to astrology. 4 

Belief in the influence of the stars over life and death, 
and in special portents at the birth of great men, survived, 
indeed, to recent times. Chaucer abounds in allusions to it. 
He attributes the great rain and the pestilence of 1348 and 
1350 to an extraordinary conjunction of Saturn with other 
planets, 5 and in the Man of Lawes Tale 6 he says :— 

“ In sterres many a wynter therebyfore, 

Was write the deth of Ector aud Achilles, 

Of Pompe, Julius, er they were i-bore; 

The stryf of Thebes, and of Ercules, 

Of Sampson, Tumus, and of Socrates 
The deth.” k 

Still later, Shakespere tells us— 

1 Hausrath, Zeitgeschichte , vol. i. p. 108. 

7uv. Sat., vi. 543-548. 

3 Ant., xviii. 3. 5. See also Gieseler’s Kirch. Gcschichtc, vol. i. p. 67. 

* Buxtorf, Lex. Heb. Chat. et. Thai., p. 1623. Gfrorer’s Jahrhundert , 
vol. ii. p. 416. 

* L’envoy de Chaucer a Scogan. Chaucer's Poems, vol. viii. p. 145. 

* Canterbury Tales, Chaucer's Poems, vol. ii., p 13, 
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“ When bepgars die there are no comets seen ; 

The heavens themselves blaze forth the death of princes ;**• 


and Bedford at Henry V.’s funeral is made to say 


14 Comets, importing change of time and states, 
Brandish 3'onr crystal tresses in the sky, 

And with them scourge the bad revolting stars 
That have consented unto Henry’s death." * 


The special phenomena that led the Magi to undertake their 
journey have been elsewhere stated. 3 That successive con¬ 
junctions 4 of three planets in the sign of the Zodiac, Pisces, 
which was believed by the Jews to be that in which a similar 
conjunction happened before the birth of Moses, and in 
which another was to occur before the birth of the Messiah, 1 
should have roused the attention of men to whom the 
motions of the planets were revelations from heaven, was 
only natural. Doubtless they had heard in their own 
country such a belief expressed by Jews, and traced to the 
prophecy of Balaam, one of their own caste, and from their 
own parts. When, in addition to such significant facts, at 
a time when all men were looking for a great Jewish prince, 
a comet appeared soon after, nothing could be more in 
keeping than that men, to whom such phenomena were the 
voice of God, should set out to pay homage to the newborn 
King who was to rule the world. 

At the time when- the Magi arrived, Herod, now' an old 
man, was sinking into the last stages of disease, but was still 
as jealous and afraid of attempts against his throne as ever. 
Its steps were w r et with the blood of his best-loved wife, his 
sons, his benefactor, and of the flower of the nation, mur¬ 
dered to make it secure. Like our own William the 
Conqueror, or Henry VIII., or like Alexander the Great, 
or Nero, or Tiberius, his character had grown darker in his 
later years, and now, in his old age, he sat alone in his new 
palace,—amidst splendour of architecture greater if possible 
than that of the Temple,—lonely, hated and hating, his 
subjects waiting impatiently, in veiled rebellion, for his 
death. In his own eonrt, shortly before, a plot had been 
discovered which had filled all Jerusalem with commotion. 
The Pharisees, to the number of 6,000, had refused to tako 


1 Julius Casar, Act. ii. scene 2. * Henry VI., Act. i. scene 1. 

* In note ■ to chap. ix. at the end. 

4 By 44 conjunction ” is meant unusual proximity. 
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the oath of allegiance, and their leaders, whom the people 
behoved gifted with the power of prophecy, had gone the 
length of asserting, that God had determined that Herod 

” O 7 

and his family shonld be speedily driven from the throne, 
to make way for the Messiah. To secure the fulfilment of 
this prediction, the influence of their firm supporter, the 
wife of Pheroras, his brother, was used, to carry the plot 
inside the palace, among the ladies of the court. Bagoas, 
the eunuch, as most easily approached, from his connection 
with the harem, was made their tool, and, with him, a youth 
named Cams, the loveliest person of his day, but loathsomely 
immoral. Bagoas was won over to believe that he would 

o 

be the father of the coming Messiah, 1 but Herod found out 
the whole, and the conspiracy was quenched in blood. No 
wpnder that, as St. Matthew tells us, “ he was troubled, and 
all Jerusalem with hi m,” when the news spread of strangers 
having come on such an errand as that of the Magi. To 
Herod their arrival was a fresh cause of jealous terror: to 
Jerusalem a possible ground of hope. 

Herod had often before shown the craft bred by habitual 
suspicion, and was too clever to take any rash steps now. 
Summoning the heads of the priesthood and the “ scribes ” 
to his palace, he demanded of them where Christ should be 

bora. 

Jewish theology had already determined,*correctly, that 
the Messiah was to be of the stock of Judah, which had 
from the first challenged the headship of the tribes, and 
had been supreme since Ephraim’s captivity in Assyria. 2 It 
boasted of David, the ancestor and the prototype of the 
Messiah, and the words of Jacob that the “ sceptre ” shonld 
“ not depart from it, until Shiloh come,” or, as it may be 
translated, from the Greek version,“ “ till he comes to whom 
the dominion belongs,” had long been understood to refer to 
the Messiah. “ How fair is the King Messiah,” says the 
Targum" on the passage, 3 “who will rise from the house of 
Judah ! ” The words of Zechariah, 4 “ The Lord of Hosts 
hath visited the house of Judah, and hath made them as 
His goodly horse in the battle,” are also applied by another 
Targum to the Messiah. 6 “ A king will rise from the children 
of Jesse,” 0 says the same Targum elsewhere, “ and the Messiah 


1 Ant., xvii. 2. 5. 

3 Targ. Jems., Gen. xlix. 10. 
6 Jon. Ben Lzziel, in foe. 


* b.c. 721. 

4 Zech. x. 3. 

• Jon. Ben Uzziel , Isaiah xi. 1« 
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will spring from his children’s children.” Hence “ the Son 
of David ” was a constant name for this expected Prince. 

As a descendant of David, Bethlehem. David’s town, was 
naturally regarded as the place of his birth, and hence the 
passage in Micah, adduced by the priests and scribes, 1 is 
also quoted by the Targuins. 2 Au Arab said to a Jew at 
his plough,” says the Talmud, a “‘Your Messiah is born! 

‘ What is his name?’ asked the Jew. ‘ Menu hem, the son 
of Hezekiah.’ ‘ Where was he born ?’ asked the Jew again. 
‘ In the king’s castle at Bethlehem Judah,’ answered the 
Arab.” 

Long before the birth of Christ, it had been felt that the 
time for the advent of tho Messiah was fulfilled, and his 
non-appeftranco even led to the fanciful idea that he was 
already born, but kept himself hidden in some unknown 
part. “We know this man whence he is,” said t lie Jews, 
long after, of Jesus, “ but when the Christ cometh, no man 
knoweth whence He is ! “ Thou, 0 anointed one of Israel,” 

cries the Targum, 6 “ Thou who art hidden on account of tho 
sins of the people of Zion, Thine shall be the kingdom !” 

Tho prophecy of Balaam 6 had led to the same belief among 
the Jews, as amongst the Eastern Magi—that a great star 
would appear in heaven when the Messiah came. “ When 
the Messiah is to be revealed,” says the book Sohar. * 0 “a 
star will rise fn the east, shining in great bright ness, and 
seven other stars round it will tight against it on every side.” 
“ A star will rise in the east which is the star of the Messiah, 
and will remain in the east, fifteen days.” 8 The rising of 
Bur-Cochba, “ the son of the star,” was a terrible illustration 
of this belief. 

To hear of Mngi coming from the East—the country of 
Balaam, the reputed founder of the caste, announcing the 
appearance of the star of the Messiah, which they them¬ 
selves expected, was, hence, fitted to rouse the Rabbinical 
world of Jerusalem to the highest excitement. They had 
already a wondrous estimate of the great soothsayer, for 
Philo, a contemporary of Christ, speaks of him as “ famous 
for his gift of prophecy.” “He was skilled,” says he, “in 
every branch of the black art. He had learned the greatest 

1 Chap. v. 2. * Jon. Ben Vzzicl on Mic. ▼. 9 . 

■ Berachot. Jenu., 11 a ; quoted by Gtirirer. 

* John vii. 27. * Jon. Ben Uttiel on Mic. iv. 8 * Num. xxiv. 17. 

1 Sohar on Exod., p. 3. ■ Petikla ZoUtrta on Num. xxiv. 17. 
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names (names of angels and of God, to be used in magic), 
through his knowledge of the flight of birds, and did much 
that was wonderful by their means. He predicted rain in 
the hottest time of summer; heat and drought in the midst 
of winter; unfruitfulness when the fields were greenest; 
plenty in years of famine, and the overflowing or drying up 
of streams ; the removal of pestilence ; and a thousand other 
thii igs, the loretelling of which got him boundless fame, 
which spread even to this.” 1 The Rabbis believed, indeed, 
that Balaam himself was a Rabbi, who taught disciples the 
black art, and that the Magi, his successors, knew his pro¬ 
phecy of the star of the Messiah, through the tradition of 
his schools.” 2 

Having learned the expected birthplace of the Messiah, 
which he would himself have known, had he been a Jew 
and not an Idumean, Herod sent for the Magi and made 
every inquiry, under the pretext that he, also, wished to do 
homage to the young child. But very different thoughts 
were in his heart. A descendant of David was not likely to 
be spared by the man who had murdered the last of the 
Asmoneans. p The hope of the world was not to perish thus, 
however, for the Magi having paid their visit to Bethlehem, 
and presented gifts to Him, as all Easterns do when they 
come before princes or the great, a dream, sent from above, 
led them to return to their own country without revisiting 
Jerusalem. 

Balked in his purpose so far, Herod was not the man to 
stop at half-measures. A few murders more were nothing. 
The most thorough precautions must be taken. A band of 
soldiers was therefore sent to Bethlehem with orders to kill 
every male child near the supposed age of the infant he 
dreaded. Josephus is silent about this slaughter, but this 
needs not surprise us, for what was a single deed of blood, 
in a mountain village, among the crimes of Herod ? Nor is 
it alone in the omissions of the historian, for his whole 
history of the centuries after the Return omits far more 
than it tells.' 1 

Joseph and Mary had left Bethlehem before this tragedy, 
and had fled to the friendly shelter of Egypt, at a warning 
divinely given. How long they remained there is not known. 
All Palestine was under Herod, so that he could have reached 

1 Philo, de Vita Bk. i. 

2 Origen, u p. t ii. 321 a. Sto Gfrdrer’a Juhrhundert , vol. ii. p. 8C0. 
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them in any part of it, but in Egypt the fugitives were safe. 
It was, moreover, almost another Judea, for the favour shown 
to their race by the Ptolemies had induced as many as a 
million of Jews to settle in the Nile Valley, and of the five 
quarters of Alexandria, with 300,000 free citizens, Jews 
occupied more than two. 1 They had had a temple of their 
own at Leontopolis, in the Delta, for about 160 years, though 
they preferred to go up to that at Jerusalem; the Greek 
translation of the Bible, which had already widely taken the 
place of the Hebrew original, had been made in Egypt, and 
the Egyptian Rabbis, by their efforts to turn Judaism into 
a philosophic system which should win it the favour of the 
cultivated Romans and Greeks, had founded a new school of 
Jewish theology, which was, hereafter, to influence even 
Christianity. 

It has been usual to suppose that Herod died in the spring 
of the year 750—that is, within a few months after the birth 
of Christ. But there seem to be some reasons for believing 
that he lived till 753/ 

Josephus 2 says that he died shortly before the Passover, 
and that an eclipse of the moon happened not long before. 

In the year 750 such an eclipse happened on the 13th of 
March; but if he died at the end of that month, or in April, 
there must have been a crowding of events into the short 

\ J 

interval, beyond what seems possible. 

It appears, however, that there was an eclipse of the moon 
on the night of January the 10th, in the year 753, and it is 
urged 3 that this suits the facts much better, by giving three 
months instead of one for the incidents mentioned by Josephus, 
even if Christ were born three years later, and by leaving 
ample time for those related by Matthew and Luke. A 
passage has been found in a Calendar of the Feasts, in the 
Talmud 4 which seems to support this later date. “ The 1st 
Shebet (or ‘24th of January) is a day of double good fortune 
as the day of the death of Herod and of Jannai,* for it is 
joy before God when the wicked are taken from this world.” 
If this be right, the eclipse happened on the 10th of January, 
Herod’s death on the 24th, and there was ample time before 
April * for the burial and all that followed, which must have 
required weeks. 

If, then, Herod had yet nearly three years to live after 

1 Keim’fl Jem v. Nazara , vol. i. p. 211. * Ant., xvii. 6. 4. 

* By Caspari, Chron. Geuy. Kinteituny, p. 28. 4 l'annitlt, xi. 
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the birth of Christ, Mary and her husband must have stayed 
in Egypt that length of time. Nor would it be difficult for 
Joseph to find support, as the different classes of Jewish 
workmen in Egypt were associated in guilds, 1 which main¬ 
tained those out of employment, much as trades’ unions do 
now. The goldsmiths, the silversmiths, the nail-makers and 
needle-makers, the coppersmiths, and the weavers, are spec- 
iallv mentioned as being- banded together in such associations, 

o o * 

wliich supported any stranger of their respective crafts till 
he found work. The workers in wood, in all probability, had 
such a union as well; and Joseph, moreover, though called 
a carpenter in the Gospels, may have been more, for the 
word does not necessarily mean a worker in wood only, but 
a waggon smith and other occupations as well. 3 In its 
Hebrew sense, 3 it may mean, indeed, any kind of trade which 
uses cutting instruments, and is employed indifferently of 
workers in metal, wood, or stone. 4 

Egypt, though thus filled with a Jewish population, was, 
however, no land for Joseph and Mary, nor, above all, for 
the infant Jesus. Neither the Greek inhabitants of the 
towns and cities, nor the Egyptian peasantry, were very 
friendlv to the strangers who, in hundreds of thousands, 

V O _ 1 1 

intruded into the Nile Valley. The old hatred between the 
land of Mizraim and the sons of Israel seemed still, in some 
measure, to survive on both sides. The Jews hated the 
Egyptian priesthood, with its worthless secrets and its ridi¬ 
culous symbols, and prided themselves, as the prophets had 
done of old, on their purer faith. They saw, in Egypt, the 
incarnation of the most corrupt heathenism. The command, 
*■ Thou shalt make no likeness or graven image,” was nowhere 
mocked to such an extent as on the banks of the Nile. Even 
Philo makes the remark that the Egyptian religion is the 
most grovelling of all forms of idolatry, since it did not look 
to the heavens for objects of worship, but to the earth, and 
the slime of the Nile, with its creatures. 5 Josephus derides 
the system which worshipped crocodiles and apes, vipers and 
cats; and even the Roman Juvenal scoffed at a race who 
grew their divinities in tlieir kitchen garden. The Apostle 


B. Succa , 51 b; quoted by Delitzsch, Jud. Handioerkerlcben, p. 38. 

2 Hofmann, Lfben Jesu, p. 2. 3 (Harnsh). 

4 1 Chron. xxix. 5. Isa. xl. 19 ; xliv. 12. 2 Kiugs xxii, 6. Isa. 

xi. 20. 

• Philo, Mus. lib., 3. Leg. ad Cai. M , 509. 
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Paul evidently had Egyptian heathenism in his mind when 
he speaks of idolatry as running to the foul licence of changing 
the image of the invisible God into the likeness of men, of 
birds, of four-footed beasts, and creeping things. On tho 
other hand, the Jews suffered from the traditional hatred of 
their race by the Egyptians, in the repetition of scandals and 
shameful calumnies against them, which had survived since 
the Exodus. It was said that the children of Israel, whom 
Moses led out of Egypt, were lepers, whom Pharaoh had 
banished from the country ; and Greeks and natives, catching 
at the bitter slander, strove which should turn it, and others 
equally contemptuous, with most effect, against their Jewish 
fellow-citizens, whom all equally disliked. The very fact 
that the Romans had granted special favours to the Jews, 
and that they were rivals in trade, was, indeed, itself, sufficient 
to account for such an attitude of acrid raillery and deprecia¬ 
tion. Things had at last come to open rupture, and the 
Jewish community of Alexandria looked forward only to 
ultimate expulsion and ruin. 1 It is no wonder, therefore, 
that Joseph and Mary sought to return as soon as possible to 
their own country. 

The Apocryphal Gospels are full of extraordinary miracles 
wrought by the infant Jesus while in Egypt, and of legends 
respecting Him and Mary, but none of them are worth re¬ 
producing. Memphis is commonly given as the place where 
Joseph settled, and his stay is variously stated as having 
lasted three years, two, or only one. 3 

The star and the Magi have naturally given rise to many 
legends. The country, the number, and the names of the 
illustrious visitors are as entirely passed over by the Apocry¬ 
pha as by the Gospels, but later tradition abundantly atones 
for the omission. They were said to be the kings of Sheba 
and Seba, in Arabia, come to offer gifts to His light and to 
the brightness of His rising, 3 but Persia, Chaldea, Ethiopia, 
and India, have each had their advocates. It is equally un¬ 
determined in the legends, whether they were Jews or heathen, 
though most of the fathers favour the idea that they wero 
the latter, and the Arabic Gospel of the Infancy 4 represents 
them as worshipping fire, and as referring to a prophecy of 
Zoroaster respecting the Messiah. Their three gifts led to 
the fancy that they themselves were only three in number, 

* Hofmann , p. 182. Brunet. 

4 Chnps. vii. and viii. 


1 Jos., c. Apion, i. 26. 
• 1 sa Is. 1-6. 
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which was supposed to correspond to the three divisions of 
the earth as then known, Europe, Asia, and Africa. Some¬ 
times, however, they are spoken of as twelve, to correspond 
with the Apostles, and their names given, with the special 
gift which each presented. Their kingdoms also are men¬ 
tioned, and their very ages, which are made to represent 
yonth, manhood, and grey hairs. Bede, indeed, is able to tell 
ns that Melchior was an old man, with long white hair, anl 
a sweeping beard, and that he gave the gold as to a king; 
that Caspar was a beardless youth, with a ruddy face, and 
that he presented the frankincense, as a gift worthy the God ; 
while Balthasar was a swarthy strong-bearded man, and gave 
the myrrh for the burial. In the cathedral at Cologne, 

V # 

visitors may yet see the supposed skulls of the three, set m 
jewels, and exhibited in a great g’ilded shrine. They are said 
to have been discovered by Bishop Reinald of Cologne in the 
twelfth century. 

Imagination has been equally busy with the star. The 
Arabic Gospel of the Infancy 1 says it was an angel in the 
form of a star, and several of the Fathers were of the same 
opinion. Oiigen believed it to have been a comet. One 
tradition is beautiful. In the farthest East, it says, lived a 
people who had a book which bore the name of Seth, and in 
this was written the appearance of the star of the Messiah, 
and the offering of gifts to Him. This book was handed 
down from father to son, generation after generation. 
Twelve men were chosen who should watch for the star, and 
when one died, another was chosen in his place. These men, 

Magi. 

each year, after the wheat-harvest, to the top of a mountain, 
which was called the Mountain of Victory. It had a cave in 
it, and was pleasant by its springs and trees. At last the 
star appeared, and in it the form of a little child, and over 
him the sign of the cross ; and the star itself spoke to them, 
and told them to go to Judea. For two years, which was 
the time of their journey, the star moved before them, and 
they wanted neither food nor drink. Gregory of Tours J 
adds that the star sank, at last, into a spring at Bethlehem, 
where he himself had seen it, and where it still may be seen, 
but only by pure maidens." 

The Gospel of Matthew, which was written for the Jewish 
Christians of Palestine, 3 has for its primary aim the proof 

1 Chaps, vii. and viii. 

* A bishop bom about a.i>. 510. 3 Guclcr, in Herzog , vol. ix. p. 174« 
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that Jesus was the promised Messiah, and as nothing- would 
weigh so much in the minds of men trained in Jewish ideas, 
as evidences from their own Scriptures, it abounds with 
quotations from them to show how prophecy was fulfilled in 
our Saviour. There are five such quotations in the first two 
chapters, some of which would not perhaps have struck us, 
of themselves, as primarily bearing on the Messiah. In 
Christ’s day, a system of allegorizing was in vogue with the 
Rabbis of the various Jewish schools, as it afterwards came 
to be in the Christian Church, and this, though familiar to 
those for whom the Gospel was first written, is not so much 
so to us. How far, in some cases, it is intended to be under¬ 
stood that the passages quoted, originally referred to the 
events to which they are applied, has been a subject of much 
controversy, for the sacred writers themselves evidently in¬ 
tend them to be understood, in some instances, as a divine 
fulfilment of prophecy, but, in others, only as an illustration 
and parallel. Perhaps the rule laid down by Tholuek 1 is as 
nearly right as any. “ Where parallels are adduced in the 
New Testament,” says he, “ from the Old, whether it be in 
words of the prophets, or in institutions or events, it is to 
be taken for granted, in general, that the intention was we 
should regard them as divinely designed.- On the contrary, 
there are other cases, as for example, Matthew ii. 17, where 
the phrase ‘ that it might be fulfilled ’ is not used, but only 
‘ then.' In these the sacred writer is to be regarded os 
following the custom of his day, by expressing his own 
thoughts in the words of Scripture.” 

1 Hertog, vol. xvii. p. 89. 

* As in Malt. i. 23; ii. 15 ; iv. 14; viii. 17, eto. 



CHAPTER XII. 

NAZARETH, AND THE EARLY DAYS OF JESUS. 


r 1 lHE exceeding difficulty of telling tlie story of a life like 

that of Jesus Christ, a man and yet divine, one having 
all power given Him in heaven and in earth, 1 and yet like 
other men in all respects except sin, 2 is at once evident, on 
the least reflection. Indeed, it is not so much difficult as 
impossible, to tell it as such conditions demand, for human 
intellect can only comprehend the created, not the Creator. 
The Eternal still dwells in thick darkness; no eye hath seen 
or can see Him: His very attributes utterly transcend onr 
comprehension. In Jesus Christ, as at once God and Man, 
we have opposite conceptions which we may humbly receive, 
but can neither harmonize, explain, nor adequately express. 
Man, as such, is not almighty, but frail as a flower; not 
omniscient, but, even at his highest wisdom, a child on the 
shore of the Infinite; not omnipresent, but fixed at any 
given moment to one minute spot. We cannot conceive 
what is implied in a nature of which almighty power, omni¬ 
science, and omnipresence are attributes: far less present 
them, adequately, in words, as united with human weakness 
and local limitation. The Man Christ Jesus maybe realized. 
His acts and words may be related; His divine powers may 
be illustrated by their reeorded exhibitions, and there may 
be the most sincere admission of His highest claims ; but the 
narrative must still inevitably, as a whole, be that of the 
human side of His nature only. 3 

It seems necessary to remind the reader of this at tlio 
point "which we have reached, to prevent misconceptions. 

1 Matt, xxviii. 18. 

2 Heb. vii. 2fJ. 1 Pet. ii. 22. John viii. 46. Hob. iv. 15. 

* See on the eubject, Schenkel's Charaktabild Jcsu, p. 8: also 
Mcf .aiirin'B Glorying in the Cross of Christ in Masterpieces of Pulpit 
Eloquence, vol. ii. p. 264. 
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We yield to none in reverence to Jesus Christ ns 


il 


God 


manifest 




thus 


but the mystery of a nature which 


v A 

of adequate presentation in any narrative of His earthly 
life. 


Having heard of Herod’s death, Joseph determined to 
return to Palestine, with the intention of settling perman¬ 
ently at Bethlehem. On reaching Judea, however, and 
finding Arch elans had been appointed ethnarch,* the dread 
of one who, of all the family, was believed to be the most 
like the hated tyrant, his father Herod,—the tumults and 
massacres in Jerusalem at his accession, and the chronic 
disturbance of the country, induced him to choose his former 
place of residence, in Galilee, instead. 

In Nazareth, he was still under the rule of another of 
Herod’s sons, Herod Antipas—a man of no higher principle 
than his brother, as his shameless life abundantly proved, 
but less likely to be goaded into violent acts towards his 
people, from receiving less irritation at their hands, than 
Archelaus had to bear at those of the fiercely orthodox 
population of Judea. With the exception of the dead Anti- 
pater, moreover, Archelaus was the most tyrannical and 
self-willed of the sons of Herod, and he was not at all un¬ 
likely to follow up the suspicious cruelty of his father, which 
had led to the Bethlehem massacre, should any hint belrav 
the return of the supposed rival to his dominions. Herod 
Antipas, on the other hand, was far less likely to trouble 
himself about any claimant of the throne of Judea, a pro¬ 
vince unconnected with his government. 1 Thus, Nazareth 
became, once more, a year or two before the commencement 
of our present era, the habitation of the infant Jesus. Hero 
He was to spend all His future life, except part of its last 
few years. 

Nazareth 1 * lies among the hills, which extend for about six 
miles between the plains of El Battauf on the north, and 
Esdraelon on the south. It is on the north side of the latter, 
and overlooks one of the numerous little folds or bays of tho 
great plain, which are seen w'herever the hills open. The 
village lies on the northern side 2 of this green bay, and is 
reached by a narrow, steep, and rough, mountain path, over 
which the villagers have to bring their harvests laboriously 


1 Reynold's Johu the Baptist, p. 48. 

* See survey map in Uecuveiy of Jerusalem, p. 837. 
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from the plain beneath, on camels, mules, and donkeys. 1 If 
the traveller ride up this path in March, when Palestine is in 
its glory, he will be charmed by the bright green of the plains 
and the beauty of the flowers, everywhere lighting up the 
otherwise barren hills, which, at best, yield scanty pasture 
for sheep and goats. The red anemone and the pink phlox 
are the commonest; rock roses, white and yellow, are plenti¬ 
ful, with a few pink ones; the cytisus here and there covers 
the ground with golden flowers, and the pink convolvulus, 
marigold, wild geranium, and red tulip, are varied by several 
kinds of orchis—the asphodel, the wild garlic, mignonette, 
salvia, pimpernel, and white or pink cyclamen. As the path 
ascends, the little fertile valley beneath, running east and 
west, gradually opens to about a quarter of a mile in breadth, 
covered with fields and gardens, divided by cactus hedges, 
and running' into the hills for about a mile. 0 Near the vil- 
lage, beside the pathway, about an hour from Esdraelon, is 
a spring, from which the water pours from several taps in a 
slab of masonry, falling into a trough below, for camels, 
horses, asses, and cattle. 

The distant view of the village itself, in spring, is beau¬ 
tiful. Its streets rise, in terraces, on the slopes, towards 
the north-west. The hills, here and there broken into per¬ 
pendicular faces, swell above it, in an amphitheatre round, to 
a height of about five hundred feet, and shut it in from the 
bleak winds of winter. The flat-roofed houses, built of the 
vellowish-white limestone of the neighbourhood, shine in the 

■/ O ' 

sun with a dazzling brightness, from among gardens, and fig- 
trees, olives, cypresses, and the white and scarlet blossoms of 
the orange and pomegranate. A mosque, with its graceful 
minaret, a large convent, from whose gardens rise tall 
cypresses, and a modest church, are the principal buildings. 
The streets are narrow, pom*, and dirty, and the shops are 
mere recesses on each side of them, but the narrowness shuts 
out the heat of the sun, and the miniature shops are large 
enough for the local trade. Numbers of dogs which belong 
to the place, and have no owner, lie about, as in all Eastern 
towns. Small gardens, rich in green clumps of olive-trees 
and stately palms, break the monotonous yellow of the rocks 
and houses, while doves coo, and birds of many kinds twitter, 
in the branches, or flit across the open. The bright colours 
of the roller, the hoopoe, the sunbird, or the bulbul, catch 


1 Pal. Fund Rej)., Oct., 1874, p. 181. Mr. Drake calls it “ execrable.’■ 
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the eye as one or other darts swiftly past, and many birds 
familiar in England are seen or heard, if the traveller’s stay 
he lengthened, for of the 322 birds found in Palestine, 172 
are also British. The song of the lark floods a thousand 
acres of sky with melody ; the restless titmouse, the willow- 
wren, the blackcap, the hedge-sparrow, the whitethroat, or the 
nightingale, flit or warble, on the hillside, or in the cactus 
hedges, while the rich notes of the song-thrush or blackbird 
rise from the green clumps in the valley beneath. The wag¬ 
tail runs over the pebbles of the brook as here at home; the 
common sparrow haunts the streets and house-tops; swallows 
and swifts skim the hill-sides and the grassy meadows; and, 
in winter, the robin redbreast abounds. 1 Great butterflies 
flit over the hill-sides, amongst the flowers, while flocks of 
sheep and goats dot the slopes and the little plain below. 
Through this a brook ripples, the only one in the valley, and 
thither the women and maidens go to fetch water in tall 
jars, for household use. It is the one spring of the town, and, 
hence, must have been that which the mothers and daughters 

; o 

of Christ’s day frequented. It rises under the choir of the 
present Greek church, and is led down the hill-side in a 
covered channel. An open space near the church is the 
threshing-floor of the village, where, after harvest, the yoked 
oxen draw the threshing-sledges slowly, round and round, 
over the gTain, in the open air. 2 No wonder that in spring 
Nazareth should have been thought a paradise, or that it 
should be spoken of as perhaps the only spot in Palestine 
where the mind feels relief from the unequalled desolation 
that reigns nearly everywhere else. 3 

Later in the year, the hills around lose the charm of their 
spring flowers. They are then grey and barren,* 1 divided by 
dry gullies, with no colour to relieve their tame and common¬ 
place outlines, the same on every side. But even then, the 
rich hues at sunset, with its tints reflected from the rocks, 
the long-drawn shadows of afternoon, and the contrasts of 
light and dark on a cloudy day, give frequeut charms to a 
landscape in itself unattractive. 

Nazareth lies nearly twelve hundred feet above the sea, 
and some of the hills which cluster round, and shut it in, rise, 
as has been said, about five hundred feet higher. It is a 

1 Tristram’s Natural Hist. of the Bible, p. 168 ff. Furrer, Art. Vogel, 
in Schenkel’s Bibel Lexicon. 

* Furrer, Nazareth, in Bihel Lexicon. * Ronan, Vie de Jtsus, p. 18 
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mountain village, only to be readied from the plain by a 
tedious climb. 

The Nazareth hills arc of different kinds of white lime¬ 
stone. A. thick bed of this rock—containing flints, and 
merging, above, into the marl which is still found at Nablus, 
and into a more thinly bedded soft limestone beneath— 
originally covered the whole country, from Samaria to Naza¬ 
reth. This stone, though hard when exposed to the air, is so 
soft, where fresh, that it can be cut like chalk. Beneath it 
lies hard dolomitic limestone. 1 The hills are the remains of 
these different rocks, after denudation through a long geo¬ 
logical period, their strata being more or less disturbed by 
volcanic upheaval and contortion. Three centres of eruptive 
outbursts are visible in the neighbourhood of Esdraclon— 
one in the range of Gilboa, on the south-east; another at 
Little Hermon, between Gilboa and Tabor ; and the third in 
the south-eastern part of the Carmel range, at Jebel Iskander 
—no fewer than twenty-nine outbursts of basalt, on the east, 
west, and north of the plain, marking their former activity. 
The limestone beds are everywhere more or less tilted up by 
this volcanic energy. The rich dark soil of Esdraclon has 
been formed from the wearing down of the basalt which now 
forms part of some of the neighbouring hills, .and from strata 
of volcanic mud derived from it. The smaller plains of 
Palestine are of a more clayey soil, the hills round them 
being of limestone or basalt, presenting, at times, sudden 
and precipitous cliffs, and the original soft, chalky limestone 
remaining still on their tops. 

The free air of their mountain home seems to have had 
its effect on the people of Nazareth. Its bright-eyed, happy 
children and comely women strike the traveller, and even 
their dress differs from that of other parts. Through Pales¬ 
tine generally, the frequent and excessive changes of climate® 
expose the peasants, or fellahin, to rheumatism, coughs, and 
bronchitis; and, as a protection, the men in many parts wear 
a sheepskin coat, on warm days as well as cold. The women, 
however, make no change in their dress, which usually con¬ 
sists of nothing but a long blue garment tied in round the 
waist, a bonnet of red cloth, decorated with an edging or roll 
of silver coins, bordering the forehead and extending to the 
ears, reminding one of the crescent-shaped female head-dress 
worn by some of the Egyptian priestesses Over this, a veil 


1 Lieut. C. Cornier, R.E., Pal. Exp. Fund, Jnn.. 1873, p. 7. 
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or shawl of coarse white cotton is thrown, which hangs down 
to the waist, serving to cover the month, while the bosom is 
left exposed, for Eastern and Western ideas of decorum differ 
in some things. 1 * * 

The people of the plain of Esdraelon are different. Their 
dark skins, bright eves, white teeth, and wonderful taste in 
the combination of the brightest colours, draw the attention. 
Nothing more picturesque could be desired than the women, 
in their red veils and long pointed sleeves, carrying water; 
the dark camel-drivers, in black head-dresses, and striped 
brown and white abbas, riding on diminutive donkeys, 
before the train of clumsy, swinging, dull-coloured camels; 
the rich sheikh, in a purple jacket, scarlet boots, thin white 
cloak, and yellow head-dress ; his grey mare, with a scarlet 
saddle, set off by long brown tassels at its peaks; alternating 
with the herds of black goats and diminutive red oxen.- 

The various costumes which seem peculiar to Nazareth are 
not less striking. The short abba or cloak of the men, and 
their gorgeous kefevehs, or kerchiefs, folded triangularly 
and thrown over the head, so as to fall over the nook and 
shoulders; the white veil, the silk dresses, the broad scarves, 
and many-coloured trousers, red, green, blue, and yellow, of 
the women, give the wearers a peculiarly picturesque ap¬ 
pearance, and differ materially from the sordid dresses of the 
poorer southern villages. In a country where nothing 
changes, through age after age, the dress of to-day is very 
likely, in most respects, the same as it was two thousand 
years ago, though the prevailing colour of the Hebrew dress, 
at least in the better classes, was the natural white of the 
materials employed, which the fuller made even whiter* 

One characteristic of the hills round Nazareth existing al¬ 
ready in Christ’s day, and, indeed, much earlier, is a striking 
proof of the denseness of the population of Palestine in for¬ 
mer times, and of its restless industry and energy. Many of 
them are honeycombed with countless excavations of various 
kinds. Cemeteries of over two hundred tombs cut iiwthe 
soft rock, some of them large tunnelled vaults, with separate 
hollows for twelve bodies; 4 large numbers of cisterns, grape 
and olive presses, store or dwelling caves, wells and quarries, 

1 Tyrwhitt Drake, in Pal. Fund Jfep., Oct., 1875, p. 175. 

* Lieat. Conder, R.E., Pal. Fund Rep., Jan., 1873, pp. 9, 27. 

9 Mark ix. 3. Winer , Art. Kleiduag. 

4 Tyrwhitt Drake in Pal . Fund Report , Oot., 1872, p. 177. Lieat. Conder 
do., do., Jan., 1873, pp. 24, 25. 
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arc everywhere abundant, as, indeed, they are over the whole 
country, but especially in the Shephelah or Philistine plain. 
The cisterns are from twenty to thirty feetxleep, shaped like 
a church bell or inverted funnel, about two and a half feet 
across at the mouth, and fifteen to twenty-five at the bottom, 
the whole cut out of the solid limestone, showing that 
Palestine must always liavo been, for a good part of the year, 
a waterless country, needing to store up the rains of autumn 
and spring. It is not uncommon to find groups of from 
three to ten, or even more, of these fine excavations together. 
What must have been the density of the population, what its 
civilization and industry, to leave such remains in such num¬ 
bers ? 

The Nazareth hills are, for the most part, neglected now. 
but were utilized in Christ’s day as the hill-sides along the 
Rhine, or the lime-slopes of Malta are at present, by terrace 
cultivation. Traces of these ancient terraces may still be 

All the loose stones were gathered and built into 
rough walls along the sides of the hills, like so many steps, 
as at Bethlehem still. The tops of the strips thus gained, 
after being levelled, produced grapes and all kinds of fruit 
in great abundance. The supporting walls, having been long 
neglected, have fallen down, and well-nigh disappeared; the 
earth once behind them has been washed away by the heavy 
rains, and the slopes, except in spring, when the flowers are 
in their glory, show little but barren rock. 1 

view from Nazareth itself is limited, as might be 
expected from its nestling in an amphitheatre of hills that 
shut in the little valley, except to the west, where it opens 

From the top of the hill at the back of the 
village, to the north, however, it is very different, 
lies spread out like a map at one’s feet. Tho eye wanders 
over the plain of Esdraelon in its broad western sweep. 

. it rests on the round outline of 


seen. 


The 
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Galilee 
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Tabor, with its woods of oaks and pistachios, and, beyond it, 
on the swelling mass of Jebel el Daily, or Little Hermon, 
which closes-in the plain, at about the same height as Tabor. 2 
Ranging southwards, the mountains of Gilboa, four or five 
hundred feet lower, shut in the lowlands; while far beyond 
them, across the hidden course of the Jordan, rise the moun- 


1 Recovery of Jerus., p. 436. 
a 2,013 feet above the aea-levol. 
1875. 1,300 feet above the plain. 


Kiepert’B Ncue Hand-Karte v. Palaest ., 
Miililau in Ric.hm. 1883. 
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tains of Gilead. Looking to the south, across Esdraelon, tho 
hills of Samaria are seen, through the openings of the wooded 
heights of the Carmel range, reaching north wal'd to join it. 
Turning slowly towards the west, the whole length of the 
Carmel hills, running thirty miles north-west, to the coast, 
seem, in the pure air of these parts, as if close at hand. 
About twenty miles off, almost directly west, rises the head¬ 
land of Carmel; its top crowned with woods of oaks and fig- 
trees, its slopes varied with orchards, laurels, and olives, and 
its seaward face, sinking abruptly into the Mediterranean 
waters. Nestling at the northern base of the hill, on the sea¬ 
shore, the white houses of Haifa arrest the eye. The blue 
waters, specked with sails, stretch far away, beyond, to tho 
distant horizon. The whole Bay of Acre is seen, though Acre 
itself lies too low to be visible. The brown sandy shores, 
sweeping far to the north, are hidden only here and there, by 
intervening hills. Leaving tho coast, and looking from 
north-west to north, the panorama shows a sea of hills—the 
highlands of Galilee,—broken by the fertile upland plain of 
Battauf, close at band, with the ruius of the once famous 
Seppkoris, on a solitary hill at its southern edge, and beyond, 
on its northern slope, the cottages of Cana of Galilee. In the 
background, twenty miles away, tower the hills of Safed, 
2,770 feet above the sea, rising over the ever-heightening 
summits of the highlands of Upper Galilee. But Snfed itself 
is only midway in the lam 7 cape. Mountains rise beyond 
mountains, to the north, till they culminate more than sixty 
miles off, as the crow flies, in the highest peaks of Hermon, 
ten thousand feet above the sea-level. As the eye wanders 
round to the point from which it began its survey, hills be¬ 
yond hills still meet the view, stretching away, with rounded 
tops, towards the Sea of Galilee, and rising again, beyond it, 
to a greater height on its eastern shores. 

In the town of Nazareth, 1 then doubtless much larger, 


Jesus spent most of His life. Amidst these hills, in these 


streets, He was brought up as a child; and 


“ grew,” 


as a 


boy, “ in wisdom and stature. 


»» 


Here, for many years, He 


laboured ns a man for His daily bread. This was the land¬ 
scape on which He daily gazed, and it was along these 
mountain paths He walked. He must often have stood on 
the hi 11-top from which the whole country is seen, and the 
little bay of tho great plain below the village, with its 


encircling heights, must have been familiar to Him in its 
least detail. If there be a spot to which a Christian pilgrim 
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a 

might rightly turn as the most sacred in the history of his 
faith, it is Nazareth. 

The influence of such a home on the character of its people 
must hare been marked. Less lovely, perhaps, than the plain 
of Gennesareth, on the other side of the hills on the north¬ 
east, it was yet a place fitted alike by the dreamy quiet of 
its environment of heights, the surpassing view from the hill 
above it, the beauty of earth and sky, and the soul-inspiring 
purity of its mountain air, to form true-hearted and generous 
children of nature, quick in intellect, bright in imagination, 
and noble in higher characteristics. Yet, with all its seclu¬ 
sion, the position of Nazareth checked any narrow onesided¬ 
ness. The wonderful landscape from its hill-top made this 
impossible. The great, rich, Sepphoris, the capital of Galilee, 
at once a town and a fortress, was scarcely three hours 
distant, Tiberias was only eight, and a crown of populous 
villages rose on all sides, around. The great high road— 
known even in the days of Isaiah as “the way of the sea ” 1 — 
ran across the plain of El Battauf, just behind Nazareth, from 
Damascus to Ptolemais. Another caravan road, from Da¬ 
mascus to Judea and Egypt, crossed Esdraclon at the foot 
of the Nazareth hill, meeting a third, from the north, at 
Megiddo, on the other side of the plain. The Roman road 
from Syria, moreover, after passing through Berytus, Sidon, 
Tyre, and Ptolemais, on the coast, ran, by way of Sepphoris, 
through Nazareth, to Samaria, Jerusalem, and the south. 
Nazareth was, thus, at the crossing place of the nations, 
where commerce or military changes gave daily familiarity 
with all the neighbouring races—the Syrian, the Phenician, 
the Arab, and the Roman; and where there was so much 
intercourse, there must have been greater liberality of mind 
than in other parts of Jewish territory. 

It has been usual to think of Nazareth as a rough and 
fierce place, with a doubtful character even for morals. The 
rejection of its greatest Son by His fellow-townsmen has been 
thought to show their rude coarseness ; but Jesus offers a 
milder explanation—that a prophet has no honour in his own 
country. Yet, even in rejecting Him, only a rough and coarse 
people would have acted so rudely. The exclamation of 
Nathanael seems to imply the doubtful morality of the town, 2 
perhaps from its position in the midst of constant heathen 

1 Ip"! (Tlie highway to the sea). lea. ix. 1. 

* John i. 46. See Meyer’s Komment. 
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traffic on the great roads; and this appears to correspond 
with the other notices of it in the Gospels. If it were so, it 
wonld odIj heighten the wonder that snch a shoot should 
grow from ground so dry 1 

Of the first thirty years of Christ’s life we know nothing 
except the one incident of His visit to Jerusalem, with Joseph 
and Mary, when a boy of twelve years old. It is not difficult, 
however, to imagine at least some of the influences which 
must have had their part in the development of that wisdom ” 
in which He “ grew,” as His childhood and boyhood passed 
away. 

“ It most be granted,” says Ewald, 1 “ that in no ancient 
people has family life maintained itself so powerfully as in 
Israel, during the early days of the outward strength of the 
nation, or with so little weakening and deterioration as during 
the period of its gradnal decline.” In their patriarch Isaac 
and his wife Rebecca, they had an abiding ideal which it 
seemed the highest felicity to copy. Woman, among the 
Jews, was never so dependent and despised as among other 
Eastern races, for the Law proclaimed that she was bone of 
man’s bone, and flesh of his flesh, and designed to be a help 
meet for him. 2 In the picture of Eve as the one wife of 
Adam polygamy was indirectly censured, and it was no less 
so in the command given in Eden, that “ a man should leave 
his father and mother and cleave unto his wife, and that 
they should be one flesh.” Hence it was never in much 
favour among the Jews, and gradually gave place to the 
original law. Indeed, it was at any time rather a feature of 
royal or princely ostentation than a characteristic of ordinary 

iife. 

The Book of Proverbs throws great light on the position 
of women in Israel, and, incidentally, on her place and oc¬ 
cupations in the household. “A gracious woman,” we are 
told, “ retaineth honour;” 3 “a wise woman buildeth her 
house,” 4 that is, establishes her family; and “ the price of a 
virtuous woman is set far above that of rubies.” 4 Instead 
of being the playthings or slaves of man, women arc taught 
that they may be his helpers and noblest friends. “ The 
heart of the husband of the virtuous woman,” says King 

Lemuel, 

“ Doth safely trust in her, so that he shall not want for gain. 


1 AUertkJbmer, p. 361. 
* Prov. xi. 16. 


4 Prov. xi?. L 


* Gen. ii. 30-23. 

* Prov. xxxi. 10. 
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She svill do him good and not harm all the days of her life. 
She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh with diligent hands. 
She is like the merchant ships; she bringeth her food from 
afar. 

She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her 
honsehold, 

And the day’s work to her maidens. 

•/ 

She considereth a field and buyeth it; with the fruit of her 
hands she planteth a vineyard. 

She girdeth her loins with strength, and maketh strong her 
arms. 

She sees that her trading yields good profit: her lamp is kept 
burning by night. 

She lays her hands on the spindle, and her hands hold the 
distaff. 

She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth 
forth her hands to the needy. 

She is not afraid of the snow for her household ; for all her 
children are clothed with scarlet wool. 

She maketh herself robes : her clothing is silk and purple. 
Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among 
the elders of the land. 

She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles 
unto the merchant. 

Strength and honour are her clothing ; and she smiles at days 
to come. 

She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is 
the law of kindness. 

She looketh well to the ordering of her household, and eateth 
not the bread of idleness. 

Her sons rise up and praise her; her husband also, and he 
extols her;— 

‘ Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest 
them all.’ 

Gracefulness is deceitful, and beauty is a breath, but a woman 
that fears Jehovah, she shall be praised. 

G .ve her the honour that the fruit of her hands deserves; her 
works are the praise of all, in the gates.” 8 
No literature of any age offers a finer ideal of the Wife 
and Mother than this Hebrew poem, written not less than 
two thousand five hundred years ago, when the history of 
Greece was still the era of fable, and Rome was little more 
than a rude fort on the top of the Palatine hill. That it is 
a separate poem, inserted in this collection of Proverbs, is 
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seen from its construction, each verse beginning with tho 
successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet, in regular order, 1 ' 
with the design, no doubt, of helping the memory to retain 
it. For hundreds of years before Mary’s day it had been 
on the lips of many Jewish maidens, for the words of the 
sacred books were familiar to the whole Jewish race, as no 
part of any other literature, so far as we know, has ever been 
tc any people. The picture of loving fidelity, ceaseless 
industry, prudence, management, charity, thrift, wisdom, self- 
respect ; of noble reverence, rising from the husband on earth 
to God above, and of motherly virtues towards her children, 
must have kindled high aspirations in many a Jewish wife. 
It cannot be wrong to believe that, in her sphere, Marv 
realized this ideal, both in her activities and in her character, 
and that it had its share in the spiritual development of her 
wondrous child. 

The relation of the Jewish husband to his wife was equally 
striking. If he were her Isaac, she was his Rebecca. “ A 
good wife is a great gift of God,” says the son of Sirach, “ to 
him that fears God is she given.” 1 “ Joy to the man who has 
such a wife,” says he again, “ for the number of his days is 
doubled .” 3 “Honour your wife that you may be rich in the 
joy of your home,” says the Talmud . 3 “ Is your wife little ? ” 
says another Jewish proverb, also quoted in the Talmud, 
“ then bow down to her and speak ”—that is, do nothing 
without her advice . 4 “ In eating and drinking,” says a Rabbi, 
“ let a man keep within his means ; in his own dress let him 
spend as his means allow ; but let him honour his wife and 
children to the very edge of his power, for they are depen¬ 
dent on him, but he himself is dependent on God whose word 
made the world.” The humour that marks the Jew in all 
ages made a butt of the man who, contrary to the better 
feeling of his people, ventured to take two wives. “ Bald 
here, and bald there,” c savs a Jcw r ish proverb, in allusion to 
one who had two wives, one young and one old. The young 
one, said Jewish wit, pulled out the white hairs, and the old 
one the black, till his head w’as as smooth as an ivory ball! 

The reverence of children tow r ards their parents was carried 
to the sublime in Hebrew families. The child found the ideal 
of his obedience in Isaac’s willingly yielding himself to death 


1 Ecclesiasticus xxvi. 1—4. 

• Dukes, Rabhinische Rlumenlese, p. 124. 

* Dukes , p. 232. 


* Verses 2. 8. 

* Duhcs, p 225. 
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nt liis lalher’s command . 1 Every young Hebrew heard, from 
his earliest years, how the finger of God Himself had written 
on the tables of stone, “ Honour thy father and thy mother, 
that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee ;” 2 and this command he found repeated 
again and again in the sacred Law . 3 Disobedienco to a father 
or mother was made a public crime, which tho community 
might punish with death . 4 Unworthy children were laid 
nm.lcr the most awful tlircatonings of divine displeasure . 6 
Childhood read how Joseph, “when ho met his father, fell 
on his neck and wept a good while,” and “bowed himself to 
the earth before him,” c and how the groat lawgivor “ did 
obeisance to his father-in-law and kissed him.”? It know 
the curse that fell on the son of Noah who failed in respect to 
his father , 8 and read that the young wero to “ rise up beforo 
flic hoary head, and honour the face of the old man.” ^ The 
tender care of an aged parent was regarded by every Jow as 
a sacred duty. The son of Sirach oidy repeated tho senti¬ 
ment of all Scripture when lie said, “ Honour thy father with 
thy whole heart, find forget not the sorrows of thy mother. 
Remember that thou wast begotten of them; and how eanst 
thou recompense them the things that they havo done for 
thee ? ’ 10 

as sacred, and its being withheld regarded as the saddest loss, 
shows how deeply such teaching had sunk into the Jewish 
mind. 

Family life, resting thus on the holiest duty and reverence, 
has been nowhere, in any age, more beautiful than it was, 
and still is, among the Jews. In the parents, moreover, tho 
passionate love of offspring, characteristic of the nice, doubt¬ 
less hallowed these lofty sanctions. The children of a Jewish 
household were the centre round which its life and lovo 
moved. Full of affection and sensibility, the heart of a Jew 
was not content with loving only those of his own genera¬ 
tion, but yearned to extend itself to others who would inherit 
the future. 

The Rabbis went even so far as to say that ehildless parents 


That a father and a mother’s blessing was prized 


A childless marriage was tho bitterest trial. 


1 See Art. Eltern, iu Herzog, ami Kind, in Winer 

2 Exoil. xx. 12. 


Ewalil’s Alterthiimer , p. 251. 

3 Lev. xix. 3. Dcut. v. 10. 
Mai. i. 6. 

4 Lout. xxi. 18-21. 

* Gen. xlvi. 20 • xlviii. 12. 

• Lev. xix. 32. 


Prov. i. 8 ; iv. 1; vi. 20; vii. 1, etc. 


• Rout. xxvii. 1G. 

J Exoil. xviii. 7. 

10 EccleKinstieuH vii. 27, 28. 


Prov. xx. 20. 

8 Gen. ix. 25 
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were to be lamented as one would lament the dead . 1 The 
purity of Jewish family life was proverbial even in anti¬ 
quity . 8 The surpassing morality of the ancient Seriptu res, 
and the illustrations of ideal virtue presented by such 

mothers in Israel as Sarah, Rachel, Hannah, and Susanna, 

shed a holiness over household relationship in Israel that 
was unknown elsewhere. The Talmud hardly goes too far 
when it ascribes to the fidelity of the wives of the nation in 
Egypt, its first deliverance and its national existence, and a 
modern Jew is, perhaps, justified in believing that the bond 
of family love among his people is stronger than in any 
other race . 3 “From the inexhaustible spring of Jewish 
family love,” he affirms, “ rise the saviours of the human race.” 
“ The Jewish women alone,” says he justly, elsewhere, 4 have 
the sound principle to subordinate all other love to that of the 
mother.” Alexander Weill puts into the mouth of the 
Jewish mother the words, “ Dare any Jewish mother, worthy 
of the name, let the thought of ‘ love ’ in its ignoble sense, 
ever cross her mind ? It seems to her no better than a vile 
apostasy. A Jewess dares love only God, her parents, her 
husband, and her children.” Kompert ventures to repeat the 
audacious Jewish saying—“ God could not be everywhere, 
and therefore He made mothers.” “ The mother’s love,” he 
continues, “ is the basis cf all family life in Jewish romances; 
its passion, its mystery. The same type of the Jewish 
mother is found in all alike.” It is true in all ages, as 
Douglas Jerrold put it, that she who rocks the cradle rules 
the world. The earliest years of a child are the most recep¬ 
tive. “ It learns more in the first three or four than in all 
its after life,” says Lord Brougham. The character of the 
mother, her care, her love, her looks, her soul, repeat them¬ 
selves in the child while it is yet in her arms or at her 
knees. 

It is not too much, then, to ascribe supreme influence to 
Mary, in the development of her wondrons child. W ords- 
worth’s sonnet is only the adequate utterance of what must 
have been daily realized in the cottage of Nazareth:— 

“ Mother! whose virgin bosom was uncross’d 

With the least shade or thought to sin allied; 

Woman 1 above all women glorified ; 

Our tainted Nature’s solitary boast; 


1 Hess, Fom. u. Jerusalem, p. 40. 
* Hess, Rum. u. Jerusalem, p. 2. 


a Renan’s St Paul, p. 10ft 
4 Hess, p. 3y. 
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Purer than foam on central ocean toss’d : 
Brighter than Eastern skies at daybreak strewn 
With fancied roses, than the unblemish’d moon, 
Before her wane begius on heav’n's blue-coast ; 
Thy image falls to earth. Yet some, I ween, 
Not unforgiven the suppliaut knee might bend, 
As to a visible Power, in whom did blend 
All that was mix’d aud reconciled iu thee 
Of mother’s love with maiden purity, 

Of high with low, celestial with terrene! ” * 


That both parents of a Jewish child took an active part in 
its early education is shown by the instance of Susanna , 1 k of 
whom we are told that “her parents also were righteous, and 
taught their daughter according- to the law of Moses,” and 

_ O O * ' 

by that of Timothy, who, from a child , 21 had “ known the 
Holv Scriptures;” his grandmother, Lois, and his mother, 
Eunice, having been, by implication, his teachers . 3 But it 
was on the father, especially, that the obligation lay to teach 
his children, of both sexes, the sacred Law and the other 
Scriptures, the knowledge of which constituted almost ex¬ 
clusively the sum of Jewish education. Abraham had found 

• • 

divine favour • on the express ground that he “ would com¬ 
mand his children and his household after him, and they 
should keep the way of Jehovah ; ”* and express injunctions 
required every father to teach the sacred history of his 
nation, with the great deeds and varying fortunes of his 
ancestors, and the words of the Law, “ diligently ” to his 
children, and to talk of them while sitting in the house, or 


walking bv the 

o 


mg service. 


way, when they retired to rest, and when 
they rose for the day . L It was, in fact, required by the 
Rabbis that a child should begin to learn the Law by heart, 
when five years old. 6 As soon as it could speak it had in 
the same way to learn the lessons and petitions of the morn- 

At the frequently recurring household religious 
feasts, special rites, which should stir the child to ask their 
meaning, formed a regular part. The book of Proverbs 
abounds with proofs of the fidelity with which these com¬ 
mands were carried out by both fathers and mothers. In a 
virtuous family no opportunity was lost—at the table, at home 
or abroad, evening or morning—of instilling reverence for 


God’s law into the minds of the family, and of teaching thorn 


1 Susanna, ver. 3. 2 2 Tim. iii. 15. 

3 2 Tim. i. 5. 4 Gen. xviii. 19. 

• Deut. vi. 7, 21; xi. 19 ; iv. 9, 10. Pa. lxxviii. 5, 6, eta 

• Schv.cckcnburgcr , p. 105. 

12 
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its express words throughout, till they knew them by heart. 
When we remember that the festivals made labour unlawful 
for two months in each year , 1 in the aggregate, it is evident 
that the leisure thus secnred would give great facilities for 
domestic instruction. 

Snch had been, for ages, the rule in Israel, and it doubtless 
still prevailed in many households. Elementary schools, 
however, gradually came to be felt a necessity for orphan 
children, and, in the decline of manners, even for those of 
many living parents. Whether they had been generally 
established in the days of Christ’s childhood has, neverthe¬ 
less, been questioned “ If any man,” says the Talmud, 
“ deserves that his name should be handed down to poster¬ 
ity, it is Joshua, the son of Gamaliel.™ For, but for him, the 
knowledge of the Law would havb perished in Israel. In 
early times he who had a father was taught, but he who had 
not, did not learn the Law. For they were commanded in 
the words of the Law,‘you’—doubtless the fathers—‘shall 
teach them.’ At a later date it was ordered that school¬ 
masters should be appointed to teach the youth of Jerusalem, 
because it is written , 2 4 The law shall go forth from Zion.’ 
But this plan did not remedy the evil, for only the child 
that had a father was sent to school, while he who had none 
was not sent. It was therefore provided that higher teachers 
should be appointed in every district , 11 and that the youth of 
sixteen or seventeen years of age should attend their schools. 
But this plan failed, because any scholar whom the master 
chastised presently ran off. Then, at last, Joshua, the son of 
Gamaliel, ordained that teachers should be appointed, ns in 
every district, so in every town, to whom the boys from the 
sixth or seventh year of their age should be committed .” 3 
But such a law must have been only supplementary to already 
existing customs, and it cannot be doubted that boys’ schools 
were already general in the time of Christ . 4 

The enthusiasm of the Jews for education, which, in their 
sense of the word, was the learning to read 44 the Law,” and 
the committing it to memory, was amazing. “ A town in 
which there is no school must perish.” 44 Jerusalem was 
destroyed because the education of the children was ne¬ 
glected ,” 0 says the Talmud. 5 Josephus tells us that 44 Moses 

1 Ginsburp, Cyelo. Bib. Lit, vol. i. p. 727. * Isa. ii. 3. 

1 ttaba Pathra Bab., 21; quoted by Gfrbrer, vol. i. p. 186. 

4 Schilrer, p. 468. 4 Shabbath , cxiz. b ; quoted by Ginsburg 
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commanded that the children be taught to read, and to walk 
in the ways of the Law, and to know the deeds of their 
fathers, that they might imitate them, and that they might 
neither transgress the Law, nor have the excuse of ignor¬ 
ance . 5>1 He repeatedly boasts of the universal zeal that 
prevailed for the education of the young. “We interest 
ourselves more about the education of our children than 
about anything else, and hold the observance of the laws, and 
the rules of piety they inculcate, as the weightiest business 
of our whole lives . 3 “ If you ask a Jew any matter concern¬ 
ing the Law, he can more readily explain it than tell his own 
uame. Since we learn it from the first beginning of intel¬ 
ligence, it is, as it were, graven on our souls .” 3 “ Our 

legislator neither left practical enforcement to go on without 
verbal instruction, nor did he permit the hearing of the Law 
to proceed without its illustration in practice ; but beginning 
his laws from the earliest infancy, with the appointment of 
every one’s diet, he left no act of life, of the very smallest 
consequence, at the pleasure and disposal of the person him¬ 
self.” 4 This passage throws light on the kind of instruction 
imparted. Philo, a contemporary of Christ, bears similar 
testimony. “ Since the Jews,” says he, “ look on their laws 
as revelations from God, and are taught them from their 
earliest childhood, they bear the image of the Law on their 
souls . 0 “ They are taught,” adds he elsewhere, “so to speak, 

from their very swaddling clothes, by their parents, masters, 
and teachers, in the holy laws, and in the unwritten cus¬ 
toms, and to believe in God, the one Father and Creator of 
the world. G Josephus boasts that at fourteen he had so 
thorough a knowledge of the Law, that the high priests 
and first men of the town sought his opinion . 7 There can, 
indeed, be no question that a boy was trained, from the 
tend crest years, with sedulous care, in a knowledge of the 
moral and ceremonial laws of Judaism, not only as written 
in Scripture, but as explained, in endless detail, by the 
“ traditions ” and rules of the Rabbis. At the aQ-e of tliir- 
teen 8 he became a “ son of the Law,” and was bound to 
practise all its moral and ritual requirements . 9 

1 c. Auiorii ii. 26. 2 c Apion, i. 12. 

3 c. Apiorij ii. 19. 4 c. Apion , ii. 18. 5 Isefiat. ad Caium , sec. 31. 

6 Lrrjat. ad Caium , sec. 16. ' Vita , 2. 

8 Muchna Pirk . Ab ., iv. 20 ; v. 21; vol.iv., pp. 460, 482, 486, Sureuhns. 

• Schiircr (464) says twelve years, but this may mean when ho has 
completed that age, and is, consequently, in his thirteenth year. 
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The age at which children were to he sent to school i 9 
fixed in the Mischna. Raf said to Samuel, the son of Sclii- 
lath, a teacher, “ Do not take a boy to be taught before he 

year receive him, and train 
day by day, bears a heavict 
load.” Even the number of scholars a teacher might take 
is rigidly fixed. “ Rabba (or Raf) has said, a schoolmaster 
may receive to the number of twenty-five scholars. If there 
be fifty, there must be two schoolmasters ; if only forty, there 
must be an assistant, who is to be paid, half by the con¬ 
gregation, half by the schoolmaster.” The few children who 
were not sent to school, from whatever cause, were called 
Am-ha-aretzin, or boors—it being taken for granted that 
they must have lived in some rude district where schools 
were not easy of access. 1 Neither unmarried men nor women 
were allowed to be teachers. 2 The Hazan p or “minister” of 


is six years old, but from that 
him as yon do the ox, which. 


the nearest synagogue was, in general, the master, and the 
synagogue itself, in a great many cases, served as the school- 
house. 


In school, the children, according to their age, sat on 
benches, or on the ground, as they still do in the East,* the 
master sitting on a raised seat. The younger children had, 
as text-books, some simple passage from the Bible, carefully 
written out—for, of course, there were no books, in our sense, 
then—and they seem to have repeated it in a sing-song 
cadence till they learned it 
this time, some of the lessons are written by each scholar, 
with chalk, on tablets of wood, like our slates in shape, and 
these are cleaned after each lesson. 5 Some centuries after 


by heart. 4 In Eastern schools, at 


Christ, the boys, having had portions of the “ Law ” as their 
class-book till they were ten years old, began at that age to 
read the Mischna, or Rabbinical comments, and at fifteen 
entered on the reading of the Gemara, or the collected com¬ 
ments on both the Law and the Mischna. In Christ’s dav, 

ft' 9 

advanced education was, no doubt, much the 6amc, but it 
must have been given by oral instruction, for the sayings of 
the Rabbis were not as yet committed to writing. 

The early years of Christ were, doubtless, spent in Romo 
such school, after He had passed from the first lessons of 


1 Gfrvrer , vol. i. p. 188. 

* Winer, it. W, B., Untenioht, Diet, of the Bible, vol. i. p. 498. 

1 IAghtfoot on Lake ii. 46. 4 Renan, Vie de Jtsus, p. 16. 

* Smith's Bible Diet., vol. i. p. 493. 
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Mary, and the instructions of Joseph. Mysterious as it is to 
us, we must never forget that, as a child, He passed through 
the same stages as other children. The ApQcryphal Gospels 
are full of miracles attributed to these opening years, de¬ 
scribing the infant as already indefinitely beyond His age. 
There is no warrant for this in Scripture. Nothing was out 
of keeping in the life of our Lord. As Irenaeus says, “ He 
sanctified childhood by passing’ through it.” Neither His 
words nor acts, His childish pleasures nor His tears, were 
different from those of His age. Evil alone had no growth 
in Him : His soul gave back to the heavens all their sacred 
brightness. The ideal of humanity from His birth, He ngver 
lost the innocence of childhood, but He was none the less 
completely like other children in all things else. 1 We are 
told that “ the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit q that 
“the favour'of God was upon Him,” and that “He kept 
on increasing 8 in wisdom and stature, and in favour with 
God and man; ” 3 and this can only mean that, with a sweet 
attractiveness of childish nature, He spoke, and understood, 
and thought, as simply as His playmates, in the fields, or on 
the hill-sides, of Nazareth. The earlier words are the same 
as are used of John the Baptist in his childhood 3 andean 
bear only the same meaning. Both grew in the shade of a 
retired country life, in the sanctuary of home, apart from 
the great world, under the eyes of God, and with His grace 
upon them. It was only in later years that the mighty 
difference between them was seen, when the fresh leaves of 
childhood, much alike in all, passed into flower. There was 
no moment in Christ’s life when the higher light began to 
reveal itself in His soul: life and “ grace ” dawned together, 
and grew in a common increase to the end. 

1 See Monod’s L'Enfance de Jesus, p. 7. Pressens6, Jisus Christ , eU\, 

p. 206 . 

* Luke ii. 40, 52. 


* Luke i. SO. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

EARLY BOYHOOD. 


r I THE religious life of the home, the Church, and the com- 

munity necessarily mould, more or less, the susceptible 
nature of children, and we may be certain that “ the child 
Jesus ” was no exception, in this respect, more than in others, 
to the general law. His opening being must have reflected 
all that was good around Him, as the flower reflects the 
colours of the light. 

Rabbinism was then in its full glory. The strong hand of 
Herod the Great had suppressed all political agitation for 
more than a generation, with the result of turning the atten¬ 
tion of the Rabbis supremely to religious questions, which 
alone were left for their discussion. The ten thousand 1 legal 
definitions and decisions, which are now comprised in Jewish 
religious jurisprudence, were for the most part elaborated in 
those years, and every devout Israelite made it the labour 
of his life to observe them faithfully, as far as possible. It 
must not, therefore, shock us, accustomed as we arc to feel 


that religious acts lose their value when not free and spon¬ 
taneous, to find minute prescriptions laid down and observed 
in Judea, for every detail of public and private life and 
worship. The whole existence of a Jew was religious, but 
it was a religiousness which, while the right spirit might not 
bo wanting, w'as yet elaborately mechanical at every step. 

The East is essentially different in its spirit from the West. 
Here, the idea of improvement and advancement lends to 
incessant changes; there, an intense conservatism retains the 
past with superstitious tenacity. Orientals cling, by nature, 
to the old, merely as such. Novelty of any kind is painful 


and annoying. 


They resist the least innovation. The cus¬ 


toms of their fnthers are law; use and wont are sacred. 


They are graver and quieter than we. Noisy amusements 
have little attraction for them: they seldom laugh or joke. 


1 Dclitzsch, Jud. Handicerkerleben, p. 35. 
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The piny of wit, dreamy thoughtfulness, attractive narrations 
and inventions, religious observances, and the display of re¬ 
ligious festivals, are their sufficing delights. We must guard, 
therefore, against looking at Oriental life through Western 


< * y es. 

A devout Jew began his daily religious life with his first 
waking moments. ‘‘Every Israelite,” says Maimonides, 
“should be penetrated at all times by reverence for his 
Almighty Creator. The central thought of the godly and 
devout man is—‘ I have set the Lord continually before me.’ 1 
As if lie stood before a king of flesh and blood, he should 
never forget the requirements of right conduct and cere¬ 
monial purity.” 2 He was taught that his first thoughts, as 
soon as he waked, should be directed to the worship of God. 
Sleep was regarded as a kind of death, in which the soul 
leaves the body, to return to it on its awaking, and hence the 
first words of revived consciousness were an acknowledgment 


before “ the living and everlasting King, of His having given 
back the soul for another day, in His great mercy and faith¬ 
fulness.” 3 Thanks for new life thus granted followed in 
something like this form:—“My God, the soul which Thou 
hast given me is clean. Thou hast created it, formed it, and 
breathed it into me, and Thou wilt take it from me, and 
restore it mo again. While this soul lives in me, I thank 
Thee, O Eternal One, my God, and the God of my fathers! 
Lord of all works! King of all souls! Praised be Thou, 
O Eternal, Thou who puttest the souls again into dead 


bodies!”* 


Having risen from bed, it was not lawful to move four 
steps before washing the hands and face, which the Rabbis 
taught was needed to cleanse one from the defilement of 

•J 

sleep, as the image of death. 5 It was unlawful to touch the 
face, or any other part of the body, till this was done, nor 
could it be done except in the form prescribed. Lifting the 
ewer, after dressing, with the right hand, it must be passed 
into the left, and clear cold water, Rabbinically clean, must 
be poured thrice over the right hand, the fingers of which 
must be open, and must point to the ground. The left hand 
must then be washed in the same way, with water poured on 
it from the right, and then the face must be washed three 
times. The palms of the hands must then be joined, with 


1 Pb. xvi. 8. * Quoted in Cohen’s Hislorisch. Krit. Darstcllung, p. 199-. 
3 Mill's Jews, p. 56. * Cohen, p. 199. 6 Mill, p. 57. 
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the tlinmbs and lingers outstretched, and the words must ho 
ottered—“ Lift op your hands to the sanctuary, and praise 
the Lord ! ” Then followed the prayer, “ Blessed art Thou, 
O Lord, onr God! King of the oniverse ! Thoo who hast 
sanctified os through Thy commandments, and hast required 
us to wash the bauds. Blessed art Thou, O Eternal, our 
God, King of the universe ! who hast formed man in wisdom, 
and hast made in him many vessels. If hut one of these 
stood open, or was stopped, man could not live and remain 
before Thee. This is evident, and confessed before the throne 
of Thy majesty. Blessed art Thou, O Eternal One, main- 
tainer of all flesh, who in Thy Creation doest wonders ! ” 1 

With some such forms and words, the morning began in 
Joseph’s house in Nazareth. But this was only the prepara¬ 
tion for morning prayers. It was not lawful to do any work, 
or to eat any food, till these had been repeated, either at 
home, or more properly, in the synagogue, where they formed 
the daily morning service. I shall describe them when I 
come to speak of the synagogue worship. 

The religiousness of the first moments of the day was only 
in keeping with the whole life of a devout Jew like Joseph. 
I have mentioned the morning first because our day begins 
then, but that of the Jew began in the evening. From the 
beginning of each day—that is, from the appearance of the 
first star—to its close, and from the first day of the week till 
the Sabbath ; from the beginning of each month to its feasts 
and half-feasts ; from each New Year’s Day to the next; and 
from one Sabbath year—that is, each seventh year —till 
another, the attention of every Jew was fixed uninterm it ted I v 
on the sacred usages which returned either daily, weekly, or 
at set times, and kept his religion continually in his mind, 
not only by symbolical rites, but by prescribed words. There 
was little leisure for the lighter pleasures of life, and little 
taste for them. Lengthened prayers in set forms had to be 
repeated three times each day, and also at all feasts, half-feasts, 
and fast days; each kind of day having its special prayers. 
Tn every week there was a preparation day for the Sabbath, 
and there were similar preparation days for each feast in the 
different mouths ; public worship was held twice weekly, each 
Monday and Thursday, and on feast days and holy days. 
Three pilgrimages to Jerusalem were required yearly, and 
others were often undertaken. A whole week was occupied 


* Cohen, p. 200. 
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by the Feast of Unleavened Bread, aud by that of Tabernacles 
and by the Feast of the Dedication. Every Jew was, more¬ 
over, occupied to a large extent, through his.connection with 
the Temple, by tithes, sacrifices, and vows. Ho visited the 
Holy Place as often as possible, for prayer, and to offer special 
gifts. He had to pay the most minute attention, continually, 
to permitted and forbidden food and clothing, and to the strict, 
observance of all laws respecting the accessories of his public 
and private worship, his rolls of the Law, his phylacteries, 
the blowing of trumpets, the gathering of palm twig’s at the 
right times, and much more. The endless rules respecting 
the cleanness and uncleanness of persons and t hings, demanded 
the greatest care every hour. Both men and women, as such, 

had mnuv details to observe. Then, thero wero the ever- 

+> . 1 

recurring usages, festivities, or events of family life—circum¬ 
cisions, betrothals, marriages, divorces, deaths, and mourning ; 
the laws of tho Sabbath year, recurring periodically, and 
many other diversified occurrences, which had each its pro¬ 
lixity of religious form, not to bo overlooked. Besides all, 
extraordinary solemnities were appointed on special occasions, 
and these, again, made grave demands on tho thoughtful ea.ro 
of tho wholo population. 1 No wonder that the Law was 
almost the one thing in a Jew’s mind, or that a child brought 


up in such an atmosphere should, in most eases, bo blindly 
conservative and narrow. 

Opportunity will bo taken hereafter to illustrato what life 
under the Law really was, but even without the statement of 
details, it is evident that a system which spread its close 
meshes over the whole of life,'* 1 must liavo been a heavy 
burden on the conscientious, and a fruitful sonreo of hypocrisy 
and dead formality to tho mass. 3 Tho hedge invented by 
Rabbinism was a unique expansion of a few writton precepts 
to inlinitc detail. Artificial interpretations of Seripturo, oftoi 
contrary to the sense and even to tho letter of tho Law, wero 
invented as occasion required, and then enforced as of more 
authority than the Law itself. 4 Tho Rabbi could “bind and 
loose; ” no ease escaped his casuistry : roligion was turned 
into a lifelong slavery, so burdensome, that oven the Talmud 
it self speaks of “the vexatious worry of the Pharisees.” 
Ethics and theology were refined into an elaborate system of 


i 


a 


Jost , vol. i. pp. 193, 194. 1 

Ilauxratli, vol. i. p. 83. 4 

Sota f. 20 ; quoted by Hausmth, vol. i. p. 88. 


c. Apion, li. 16, 17. 
Cohen , p. 102. 
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jurisprudence, till even where the requirements were right, 
their morality was poisoned in its principles, and deadened 
the fresh pulses of spiritual life. 1 

Still there were many in Israel who retained more or less of 
the primitive godliness of the nation. If Rabbinism, as a 
system, had fallen from its earlier and nobler idea of binding 

•' s' 

the nation permanently to the true faith ; if it had substituted 
teaching for a change of heart; legality for spontaneous 
fidelity; endless prescriptions for the life-giving spirit, there 
were not a few, alike among the Rabbis and the people, to 
whom the external was not all. There may have been a 
Rabbi at Nazareth as self-righteous as Ncchimza Ben llakana, 
who, when he left his school, was wont to pray—“ 1 thank 
Th ee, O Lord, my God, that Thou hast given me my portion 
among those who frequent the House of Instruction, and not 
among those who are busy at the street corners, for I rise 
early, and they rise early; I apply myself early to the Law, 
and they to vain things ; I work, and they work ; I work, ami 
receive my reward; they work and receive none; I run, and 
they run ; I run after eternal life, and they to the pit.” But 
there may have been, also, another, like the Rabbi of Jamnia, 
who told his scholars, “ I am a creature of God, and my fellow- 
man is no less so. I have my calling in the town, he, his, in 
the field. I go early to my w r ork, and he to his. As he is not 
made proud by his labour, I am not made proud by mine. If 
you think that I am busied with great matters and he with 
small, remember that true work, whether great or small, 
leads to the same end.” 2 

The child Jesus must have often heard in the house of 
such a man as Joseph, and in those of his neighbours of like 
mind with him, whom he visited, a healthy intelligent religi¬ 
ousness, beautiful in any age. The popular proverbs and 
sayings which have come down to us may easily bring back 
many an evening scone in Nazareth, when friends or neigh¬ 
bours of Joseph’s circle met for an hour’s quiet gossip, when 
their day’s toil was over. “ Quite true, neighbour, ’’ we may 
fancy one of such a group saying, “ he who know*s the Law, 
and has no fear of God, is like the rnler of the synagogue who 
has only the key of the inner door, but not of the outer.” 3 

1 Schtirer, p. 506. 

* Berachoth 17 a and 28 b ; quoted in Delitzsch, Jud. Handwcrker « 

leben, p. 36. 

3 Dukes, Rah . Dlumenlete, p. 278. 
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“ Yes, Zechariah, a God-fearing Rabbi is like a good player 
who bas his harp with him, but a godless Rabbi is like one 
who has nothing on which to make music.”} “ Yon speak 
truly, Men ahem; a godly man is the glory of a town, its 
reward, and its ornament; if he leave it, its glory, its reward, 
and its ornament, leave it with him.” I 2 “ My father used to 
tell me,” chimes in Hananyah Ben Hizkiyali, “ that there are 
four who never have the face of God lifted upon them—the 
scoffer, the liar, the hypocrite, and the slanderer.” 3 * 5 * * “ Rabbi 
Nathan,” says the fifth, “ is right, I think; I have heard him 
say that the man who stands firm in temptation, and the hour 
of whose death is like that of his birth, is the only man to be 
envied.” 4 b 

Good counsels to the voung were not wanting. The Hazan 

o c 

who taught the Nazareth school in the synagogue, may have 
told his scholars—“ Get close to the seller of perfumes if you 
want to be fragrant.” 5 0 He may have given the groups of 
little ones at his feet words of wisdom such as these—that 
“ grapes on vines are beautiful, and in their right place; but 
grapes among thorns are neither.” 6 d “ A Nazarite should 
go round about, rather than come near a vineyard.””® “A 
friend who, as often as he meets you, tells you, in secret, your 
faults, is better than one who, whenever he meets you, gives 
you a gold piece.” 8 “ If you see an humble man, you may 

almost take for granted that he fears God, 9 but a proud man 
is no better than an idolater.” f “Make the best of your 
childhood; youth is a crown of roses; old age of thorns. Yet 
do not fear death, it is only a kiss, if you fear God.” 10 
“ Truth is the seal of God.” 11 “ Trust in the mercy of God, 

even if the sharp sword be at your throat; He forsakes none 
of His creatures to give them up to destruction.” 12 “ Take a 

lesson from Jose Ben Joezer, who was the first Jew ever 
crucified. He died for his faith in the evil time of the 
Syrian kings. As he was being led to death, his sister’s son, 
Alkim, tried to make him believe that God showed more 
favour to transgressors of the Law than to the godly. He 
could have saved Jose’s life, if the martyr had yielded to 

I Dukes , p. 279. 2 Dukes, p. 260. 3 Dukes, p. 118. 

4 Dukes, pp. 126, 127. Rabbi Nathan lived in the second generation 

after Christ, but I have adopted his words as expressing a sentiment no 

doubt common earlier. 

5 Dukes, p. 5'JO. 8 Dukes, p. 563. 7 Dukes, p. 441. 

8 Dukes, p. 363. 9 Dukes, pp. 361, 359. 10 Dukes, pp 318, 323. 

II Dukes, p. 237. 12 Dukes, p. 113. 
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him. But Jose only answered, ‘ If God prepares such a fate 
as mine for the godly, what will become of the wicked ? ’— 
and passed on to the cross." 1 “ The humble man is he who 
is as reverent before God as if he saw Him with his eyes. ”* 
A wise teacher may have spoken thus to the children in 
the school, but wise counsels would not be wanting at home. 
Bike all Orientals, Joseph was, doubtless, given to speak in 
proverbs and parables. “ One sheep follows another,” 3 he 
might have said. “ As is the mother, so is the daughter.” 4 
“ A man without friends is like the left hand without the 
right.” 6 “The road has ears, and so has the wall.”® “It 
is no matter whether a man have much or little, if his heart 
be set on heaven.” 7 “A good life is better than high birth.” 8 
“ The bread and the rod came from heaven together.” 9 
“ Seeking wisdom when yon are old is like writing on water ; 
seeking it when you are young is like graving on stone." 10 
“ Every word you speak, good or bad, light or serious, is 
written in a book.” 11 “ Fire cannot keep company with 

flax without kindling it." “ In this world a man follows 
his own will; in the next comes the judgment.” 19 “ With the 
same measure with which a man measures to others it will 
be measured to him again.” 13 “Patience, and silence in 
strife, are the sign of a noble mind." 14 “ He who makes the 

pleasures of this world his portion, loses those of the world 
to come; but he who seeks those of heaven, receives, also, 
those of earth.” 16 “ He who humbles himself will be exalted 


by God; but he who exalts himself, him will God humble.” 10 
“ Whatever God does is right.” 17 “ Speech is silver; silence 

is worth twice as much.” 18 “ Sin hardens the heart of 


man.” 19 “ It is a shame for a plant to speak ill of him who 

planted it." 90 “ Two bits of dry wood set a moist one on 

fire.”- 1 All these are Jewish sayings, which Jesus may well 
have heard in His childhood. 


Nazareth would, no doubt, have its finer spirits who, from 
time to time, shed the light of their higher nature over 
family gatherings, and none of this could be lost on such u 


1 Joat, vol. i. p. 125. * Duke*, p. 80. * Dukca, p. 6. 

4 Duke*, p. 15. * Dukr*, p. 10. * Dukis, p. 32. 

7 Dukes, p. 33. 8 Dukes, p. 38. • Duke*, p. 47. 

10 Duke*, p. 97. u Duke*, p. 103. 18 Dukes, p. 145. 

u Dukes, p. 102. Compare Matt.vii. 1. 14 Dukes, p. 305. 

18 Dukes, p. 380. 18 Compare Luke xviii. 14. 

17 liukra, p. 452. -• Dukes, p. 491. 18 Dukes , p. 548 

• Dukes, p. 559. n Avodah Zarah, f. 93. 
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child as Jesus. On some glorious night, when the moon was 
walking in brightness, a mind like this may have told the 
children round him some such tine Hebrew apologue as 

follows :— 

“ The Eternal sent forth His creating voice, saying, ‘ Lot 
two lights shine in the firmament, as kings of the earth, aid 


dividers of the revolving year.’ 

“ He spake, and it was done. The sun rose as the first 
Li-dit. As a bridegroom comes forth in the morning from 


his chamber; as ft hero rejoices on his triumphal march, so 
rose lie, clothed in the splendour of God. A crown of all 
hues encircled his head; the earth rejoiced, the plants sent 
up their odours to him, and the flowers put on their best 

array. 

“ The other Light looked on with envy, as it saw that it 
could not outvie the Glorious One in splendour. 4 What 
need is there,’ it asked, murmuring to itself, ‘ of two kings 
on one throne? Why was I the second instead of the first? ’ 

“ Forthwith its brightness faded, chased away by its in¬ 
ward chagrin. It flew from it high through tho air, and 


ward chagrin. It flew from it high through tho air, and 
became the Host of Stars. 

“The Moon stood palo as the dead, ashamed before all the 
heavenly ones, and wept—‘Have pity on mo, Father of all 
creatures, have pity.’ 

“Then the angel of God stood before tho Sad One, and told 
her the decree of the Highest. ‘Because thou hast envied 
the light of the Sun, unhappy one, henceforth thou wilt only 
shine by his light, and when yonder earth comes between 
thee and him thou wilt stand darkened, in part, or entirely, 
as now. 


“* Yet, Child of Error, weep not. Tho Mereifnl One has 
forgiven thy sin, and turned it to good for thee. “ Go,” said 
He, “ speak comfortably to the Sorrowful One; sho will ho, 
at least, a queen, in her brightness. The tears of her sorrow 
will be a balm to quicken all living things, and renew tho 
strength which the beams of the Sun have made faint.’” 

“The Moon went away comforted, and, lo, there streamed 
round her that brightness in which sho still shines : she set 
forth on that peaceful path in which she still moves, as 
Queen of the Night and leader of the stars. Lamenting hot' 
sin, and pitying the tears of men, sho Books whom she can 
revive, and looks for any one she cau cheer.” 1 


1 Harder, Blumeulesc MorgenVindinchcr Didder , p. 14. 
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Such, no doubt, ■would be some of the characteristics of 
Nazareth life. Every one would know every one j 1 industry 
and idleness; worth and vice; pleasure and sadness ; would 
be around the growing Child. The oxen ploughing the littlo 
valley below the town and the great plain outside, would 
often arrest His eyes; the asses and mules, and camels laden 
with goods or produce, would pass then, as now, up tho 
mountain track to the narrow Nazareth streets: the different 
trades of the village would be busy, as they are still. The 
wise and the simple: the clown and the scholar: the poor 
and the rich : the soiled workman and the proud squire: 
helpless infancy, and as helpless age ; the school, the play¬ 
ground, the market, the court, the synagogue, and the ceme¬ 
tery, would each in turn be prominent for the time. But it 
would be under Joseph’s roof, as in a silken nest, with the 
counsels of Joseph, and the gentle and lofty devoutness of 
Mary, that the young soul, destined one day to be so great, 
would learn its richest lessons of childhood. 

At a very early age, Jesus would be taken to the syna¬ 
gogue with Joseph and Mary, and the other children of the 
Nazareth family circle, for even then that institution had 
become the banner of Jewish nationality, the centre of 
national life, and the segis of the Jewish faith, 2 whose services 
no Israelite would think of neglecting. 

The importance of the Synagogue dates not later than 
the age of the Maccabees* It rose from the institution, 
by Ezra, of periodical readings of the Law in public. 3 Its 
earliest history is not known, for we can hardly trust the 
Rabbinical traditions, that there were hundreds in Jerusalem 
under the second Temple. 4 But the germ of the Synagogue 
doubtless existed in Babylon. The exiles could no longer 
offer their sacrifices, for this could be done 'only in the 
Temple at Jerusalem. Hence they naturally betook them¬ 
selves to prayer, and lifted their bands, in their loneliness, 
to God, at the times when their sacrifices were wont to be 
consumed. Instead of these they presented their prayers, h 
and prophets like Ezekiel, on the Sabbath, spoke to them 

1 Mark vi. 3. 

1 On the Synagogue, see Keina’a Jetu von Nazara, vol. i. p. 4R1. I-evrer, 
Herzog , vol. xv. p. 300. Zuuz, Gottesdienst. Vortrage , p. 2. Scliiiicr’a 
Lehrbueh , p. 468. Hausrath , vol. i. p. 73. Jost, vol. L p. 168. Eicald , 
voL iv. p. 314 ; vol. vi. p. 407. Renan, Vie de Jfsus, p. 82. Schuecken- 
burger, Zeitgeschichte , p. 106. Bibel Lexicon , Art. Synagogue, 

3 Began b.o 167. 4 Jost, vol. i. p. 390. 
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of their duty. It would seem as if the Law itself had been 
well-nigh unknown during the exile, from tho fact of Ezra 
summoning the people to hear it, as something which they 
had transgressed, from ignorance of its requirements, 
him, apparently, belongs tho signal honour of introducing 
the custom of constant public reading of the sacred books 
before the congregations of tho people, and of taking care 
that, as Hebrew was no longer understood, interpreters 
should be provided, to translate the Scripture lessons, at the 
public services, into the spoken dialect. 1 Established, first, 
in Jerusalem, synagogues soon spread over the land, and oven 
beyond it, wherever Jews had settled, till they gradually 
became the great characteristic of the nation. Eor, though 
the services of the Temple were yet cherished, the Synagogue, 
by its local convenience, its supremo influence in 
Jewish religious opinion, and its natural importance as tho 
centre of each community, and the basis of their social life, 
carried with it the seeds of the destruction of the strictly 
local Temple service. The priest, henceforth, was of less 
importance than tho lay Rabbi, for while the one touched 
life at only a few points, the other directed its every move¬ 
ment. In Christ’s day thero were synagogues everywhere. 1 
In Jerusalem, alone, there gradually rose, according to tho 
Talmud, no fewer than 480. k Tiberias had thirteen, Damascus 
ten, and other cities and towns, in proportion to their popula¬ 
tion. But tho Mother Synagogue in tho Temple still re¬ 
mained, as it were, the model al ter which all other synagogues 
were organized. 

Wherever ten Jews were settled, it was incumbent on 
them to form themselves into a congregation, and have 
synagogue service. Where the Jewish population was small, 
open structures on the banks of rivers, or on the sea¬ 
shore - were preferred, from their convenience for tho neces¬ 
sary purifications ; but, whenever it was possible, a syna¬ 
gogue was erected by the free contributions of tho people. 
Sometimes, indeed, a rich man built one at his own o.xpensc. 11 
The ruins of those in (lalilce, Christ’s own country, enable 
as to learn many particulars respecting this locality at least, 
Jn selecting sites, the builders by no means always chose 
prominent positions. If, in some cases, tho Rabbinical 


1 Matt. xiii. 54. Luke iv. 28, 31. Acts xvii. 17 ; xviii. 4; ix. 2, 20; 
xiii. 5; xvi. 13. Hell. Ju<L, vii. 7. 3. Vil. t G4. 

* Aetw xvi. 13. 8 Luke vii. 5. 
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requirements 'were observed that the synagogue should be 
raised on the highest part of the town, 1 and its enhance be 
on the western side, they were, seemingly, more frequently 
neglected. The ruins of the old synagogues in the district 
on the Sea of Galilee, and north of it, are sometimes in the 
lower part of the town, and tit others have had a site exca¬ 
vated for them in the rocky side of a hill. 2 Their entrances 
are almost always at the southern end, an arrangement 
hardly to have been expected, as it required every Jew, on 
entering, to tu.rn his back to Jerusalem. 

The building was always rectangular, writh its longest 
dimension in a nearly south and north direction, and its 
interior divided into five aisles, by four rows of columns, 
unless it was very small, when two row’s of columns were 
used, making only three aisles. The walls were well and 
solidly built of native limestone : the stones “ chiselled ” into 
each other, without mortar, and, while finely dressed outside, 
left rough on the inner side, for plastering. The entrances 
were three in number; one large doorway, opening into the 
central aisle, and a smaller one on each side, though some¬ 
times, in small synagogues, there was only one entrance. 
Folding doors, with socket hinges, closed by bars on tin) 
inside, gave them security. Over the doors was more 
ornament than we might have expected—sculptures of the 
golden candlestick—or of the pot of manna—or of the 
paschal lamb—or the vine. The floors were paved with 
slabs of white limestone, and the arrangement of the 
columns was the same in all. The spaces between these 
were very small, though the columns themselves were some* 
times elaborately finished with Corinthian and Ionic capitnls. 
Blocks of stone laid from column to column received the 
wooden rafters, which were bedded deeply in these supports, 
for strength, and were very broad as well as thick, to bear 
up a flat roof, covered heavily with earth, which was tlie 
fashion in private houses also, as it still is in nearly all Arab 
dwellings, as best adapted for keeping out the intense heat 
of the sun. 1 The ruins are too imperfect to show’ the ar¬ 
rangement of the windows. 

The synagogues were open every day for three services, 
but as those of the afternoon and evening were always 


1 Cohen, p. 194. 

* Captain Wilson, R.E., on Synagogue* in Galilee. Pal, Explo. Fund 
Pip., No. 2, pp. 37, 38. 
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joined, there were, in reality, only two. It was the duty of 
every godly Jew to go to each service, for so sacred was 
dailv attendance, that the Rabbis taugfht that “ he who 

* w 

practised it saved Israel from the heathen.” 1 The two 
market days, Monday and Thursday, when the country 
people came into town, and when the courts were held, and 
the Sabbaths, were the special times of public worship. 
Feast days, and fasts, were also marked by similar sacred¬ 
ness. 

The interior of the synagogues was arranged, as far as 
possible, after the model of the Tabernacle or the Temple. 
Before the doors of some, a sunken space for a porch formed 
a counterpart to the forecourt of the sanctuary. The space 
immediately inside was for the congregation. A little 
beyond the middle, a raised and enclosed platform, in the 
centre of the floor, in some measure corresponded to the 
altar. Here the official stood to conduct the services, 
reading from the sacred books and chanting the prayers. 
In the wall at the farther end was a recess, before which 
hung a veil ; the recess the equivalent of the Holy of Holies; 
the veil, of the one before that mysterious chamber in the 
Temple. In this niche were kept the Sacred Rolls, wrapped 
in several covers of linen and silk ; the outer one adorned, 
as means allowed, with gold and silver. The Rabbis 

required that the shrine should look towards Jerusalem, 
but this w r as not generally provided for in the Galilean 
synagogues of Christ’s day. Before it always hung an 
ever-burning lamp—the representative of the “ eternal fire ” 
in the holy place in the Temple, and at its side stood a 
large eight-branched lamp, like the “ golden candlestick ” 
of the Temple, which is sculptured on the Arch of Titus. 
It was adorned with inscriptions, and was kept for the 
illumination made at the Feast of the Dedication, 2 each 
December, when the joy of the nation at the rekindling of 
the lamps in the Temple, after the triumph of Judas Macca- 
baeus, was celebrated for eight days together. Other lamps 
hung up and down the synagogue to illuminate it during the 
Sabbath evening service, whether needed or not, in honour 
of the day, as was done also in private houses. Rabbis and 
the elders of the synagogue sat on raised cushions in the 
“ chief scats,” next the shrine, facing the people. The men 

1 Bab. Berach., f. 8. 1. 

* John x. 22. This was the Ckanuka Feast. 

13 



178 


THE LIFE OF CHBIST 


of the congregation filled the open floor next these, and in 
small synagogues, the women, separated by a lattice, sat 
with their backs to the men. 1 Where space allowed, how¬ 
ever, a flat gallery was built for them, but, in any case, they 
were not visible to the other sex. Trumpets for proclaiming 
the new moon, and for publishing sentences of excommuni¬ 
cation, formed part of the furniture, but were kept in the 
bouse of the Hazan. In the porch was a tablet with prayers 
for the reigning prince, and another with the names of any 
who had been excommunicated, while below them were 
boxes to receive the alms of the congregation, as they 
entered, for the poor. 

The greatest reverence was paid by every Jew to his 
synagogue. It could not be built near a public bath, or a 
wash-house, or a tannery, and, if it were taken down, no ono 
would on any account cross the ground on which it had 
stood. 

The chief authorities of the Synagogue were a council of 
elders, 20 of whom one acted as head, though only the first 
among equals. They pronounced excommunications, de¬ 
livered sentences on offenders of various kinds, managed the 
charities of the congregation, and attended to the wants of 
strangers, 3 forming a local counterpart of the “ elders of 
the people,” who, through the whole history of Israel, 4 
formed a kind of national senate, 5 —and of those humbler 
“ elders ” who constituted the ruling body over towns and 
districts, 6 as their predecessors had done over the different 
tribes. 7 ° It marks the simple and healthy basis of society in 
Israel, that the one idea of the family and household, ruled 
by its head, thus lay at its root, as is indeed implied in the 
very name—House of Israel—by which the nation, as a 
whole, was known. 8 The head ruler or elder of the Syna¬ 
gogue was formally consecrated by the laying on of liands. p 

The inferior offices were held by various officials. The 
Hazan, or “ minister,” q had the charge of the building, of 
cleaning the lamps, opening and closing the doors, and doing 
any other necessary servile work, like a modem sexton; 
besides acting as messenger to the rulers. But he, also, in 

■ Kueucker in Schenkel’a Bibel Lexicon , Art. Syrutflnfjne. 

- Schtirer , p. 471. # l-eyrrr, p. 312. 4 Exoil. xxiv. 1. Lev. iv. 15. 

Ezra v. 3. Mark xiv. -13. 1 Mucc. xii. 6 ; xiv. 9, eto., ®to. 

* 1 Sam. xvi. 4. Lam. ii. 10. 2 Kings x. 1. 

7 2 Sara. six. 11. l>cut. xxxi. 2<S. 

* Kncucker in Bibel Lex.. Art. AclUtte. 
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many cases, led the prayers and eliants. It was Ins part 
to lmnd tlio roll of the Law to tho Reader for the time, 
pointing ont tlio proper lesson of tlio day.. 1 Tlio 


Read 


or 


representative of tlio congregation, had to blow tlio 
trumpet at the new moon, and to strew ashes on his head oil 
fast days.- The alms of tho congregation woro collected and 
distributed by special officers, of whom two were required 
to act together in the receiving : threo in tho distribution. 3 


There seems to have been no functionary for reading tho 
prayers, which was done in tho numo of tho congregation, 
and by its authority, by any one empowered for tho tiino. 4. 
Any member of the congregation, unless ho were a minor, 
was qualified to do so. As a rule, however, it is likely that 
the llazan generally led tho chanting, and read the ordinary 
lessons. A. curious feature in the organization was, that in 
each synagogue, ten men, known as liatlanini, were paid to 
attend every service from its opening to its close, that there 
might never be fewer present than the Rabbis required to 
constitute a lawful service. 6 

There seems to ha ve been only one synagogue in Nazareth, 3 
so that, as all the Jews in the town dotibl less attended it, a 


la riff 


bee 


n other 


proportion of the population must have 
than Israelites, or tho town itself must have been small, to 
judge from tlio size of other synagogues of Galileo, whoso 


ruins have been discovered. 


T1 


many respects, bo 
The men came in 


10 congregation would, in 


very different from Western notions, 
tlio long, flowing, and, to us, feminine- 


looking dress of tho Last; their heads covered with turbans 
of various colours—sonic simple, others costly—or with tlio 
plain kelliyoh, a kerchief of cotton, linen, or silk, of various 
colours, folded so that three of the corners hung over tho 
back and shoulders, leaving tho faco exposed, and loosely 
held round the head by a cord—as is still the Arab custom ; 
their clothing, only a long white or striped tunic, of linen or 
cotton, with sleeves, next the body—bound at the loins by n 
sash or girdle,—and a loose abba or cloak thrown over it; 
their bare feet shod with sandals. Over tho abba some 
would wear a wide scarf of whito wool, thin and light; with 
bars of red, purple and blue ; but with many, this scarf, 


* Rmctorf, Lex., p. 730. 9 Joat, vol. i. p. 194. 

* SchUrer, p, 471. 4 Schiircr, p. 471. 

* This custom still obtains in many, if not most, synagogues. Nearly 
£1,000 are thus spent yearly in London alono. 

8 Luke iv. 10. 
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enlarged to an abba, wonld be the only outer garment. A 
few rich men, might, perhaps, wear one of silk, adorned with 
silver or gold. This was the Tallith, an indispensable part 
of the clothing of a Jew . 11 From its four corners hung four 
tassels of eight threads a-piece,* of hyacinth-blue, 1 of wool 
alone, woven and made up with superstitious care, as a half 
religious art, by a Jew only. 2 These were the Zizith, or 
fringes, worn in fulfilment of an express commandment of 
Moses, that the sight of them might make the wearer “ re¬ 
member all the commandments of the Lord, and do them.” 3 
So sacred, indeed, were they, that a smaller Tallith, as well, 
duly provided with them, was worn underneath his clothing 
by every Jew, from his earliest years, and he had been 
taught, even in childhood, never to put it on without repeat¬ 
ing the prayer—“ Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King 
of the Universe, who hast sanctified us with Thy command¬ 
ments, and given us the commandment of the fringes.” The 
outer Tallith, indeed, was only worn because the fringes of 
this one were covered up, and could not be kissed, as the 
Rabbis required, from time to time, during one of the 
synagogue prayers.” The right use of the lessons of the 
fringes a Jew believed equivalent to keeping the whole Law, 
for the Rabbis told him that, as the letters of the name 
Zizith, used as figures, made up the number 600, they and 
the five knots and eight threads, are equal to the whole 613 
precepts of the Law. 4 

The Jewish mothers and daughters of Nazareth, as they 
made their way to the synagogue, were not less Oriental and 
strange. They were always veiled in white at public wor¬ 
ship, 6 and not unfrequently at other times.® Their flowing 
mantles showed as great variety of colour as female dress 
does now, but they were much the same in shape as they 
had been for centuries. Like many of the men, they wore 
turbans, but they showed a contrast to the other sex in their 
ornaments. On week days they wore nose rings, but they 
were not allowed to wear these on the Sabbath, 7 though they 
indulged in earrings, and metal armlets, and necklaces and 

* from teg ere, operire , bo, Bnxtorf, p. 877. 

9 Dflilzsch, Sehst wlch ein Alensch, p. 6. Schtirer, p. 496. 

* Nuru. xv. 38, 89. Deut. xxii. 12. 

4 buxtorf, b. v. TV*?, pp. 1908,1909. * 1 Cor. xi. 8. 

* See Art. K lei dung, in Schenkel, Winer, and Hertog. 

7 Talmud ; quoted by Leyrer. Art. Kleidung, in Hertog. 
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l('o- rings, which tinkled as their wearers walked. Their 

< ^ v " * _ 

ievty like those of the men, were shod with sandals. The 
males of ft family might go to the synagogue any way they 
chose, but the women went only by back streets, to avoid 
the gaze of mend All, alike, were required to greet no one, 
and to make no reverence, whoever passed, nor to loiter by 
the way, lest it should distract their minds from thinking 
upon God. At the threshold all laid aside their sandals, for 
it was unbecoming to enter even one’s own house with shod 

o 

feet, far less the house of God ; but, for the same reason, all 
kept their heads covered during the whole service. Every 
man, on entering, prepared to put on his Tephillin* or phylac¬ 
teries, which must be worn every day during morning 
prayer. 1 2 They consisted of two small parchment boxes, 
about an inch square, one divided into four parchment com¬ 
partments, the other left undivided. On the two sides was 
stamped the letter £»;, as part of the word Shaddai—one of 
the names of the Almighty. Four slips of parchment, each 
about an inch wide and eight inches long, inscribed with 

the verses—Deut. vi. 4-9 ; Deut. ix. 13-21; Exod. xiii. 2-10 ; 
and Exod. xiii. 11-16, were placed in the different compart¬ 
ments of the first, a parchment lid enclosing the whole, with 
long leather thongs attached, to bind it on the forehead. 

n o ; 

The second box was exactly the same, except that its interior 
was not divided, and the verses of Scripture enclosed were 
written, in four columns, on one piece of parchment. 

The former of these phylacteries, or amulets, was bound 
on the forehead exactly between the eyes, before morning 
prayer began ; the other on the left arm, opposite the heart, 
its thongs being wound seven times round the arm and 
thrice round the middle finger. 3 Tlieir wearer was now 
ready to take part in the services. As in the case of the 
Tallith, the Tephillin were put on with words of prayer in 
the prevailing language of the country. 

The worship of the synagogue was limited to prayer and 
reading the Law and the Prophets, for though a Rabbi or 
other person, if present, might be asked to speak, this was an 
addition to the prescribed forms. The service began with 
silent prayer by all present, the congregation standing during 
this as during all the prayers. Then the Reader, wearing 

1 Philo in Flacc., p 977. 

3 Matt, xxiii. 5. They arc not worn, however, on Sabbathe or Festivals. 

3 Cohen, p. ‘202. 
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his Tullifh, having entered the raised enclosure in the middle 
of the synagogue, recited a prayer of adoration from the 
desk—“ Blessed be Thou by whose word the world was 
created; blessed be Thou for ever! Blessed be Thou who 
hast made all out of nothing ; blessed be He who orders and 
confirms; blessed be He who has pity on the earth ; blessed 
be He W’ho has pity on His creatures; blessed be He who 
richly rewards His saints; blessed be He who lives for ever, 
and is for ever the same; blessed be He, the Saviour and 
Redeemer! Blessed be Thy name ! Blessed be Thou, O 
Eternal! Our God ! King of the universe ! All-Merciful 
God and Father! Thy people utter Thy praise with their 
lips: Thy godly servants proclaim Thy glory and honour. 
We would praise Thee, Eternal Lord God, with the psalms 
of Thy servant David; we would laud and magnify Thee 
with songs of thanksgiving and praise. We do homage to 
Thy name, our King, our God, the only One, He who liveth 
for ever, 0 Lord, whose name is glorious for ever and ever! 
Blessed be Thou, 0 Eternal! Lord, blessed be Thou in 
songs of praise ! ” To this, as to all prayers, the congrega¬ 
tion answered, Amen. 1 

Readings from different parts of the Scripture then 

followed, in part a collection of separate verses, in part 
connected extracts, ending with the last six Psalms/ this 
introductory portion of the service closing with another 
short but exalted prayer. A few verses more from Scripture 
followed, 2 and then came the Song of Moses at the Passage 
of the Red Sea, and another short prayer. 

Presently the Reader summoned the congregation to join 
in a short responsive utterance of praise known as the 
Kadish." “ Praise the Lord,” said he, “ who is worthy to be 
praised,” and to this the people, bowing, responded, Praised 
be the Lord, who is ever and eternally worthy of pruise ! ” 
and so, through several antiphonies. 

It was obligatory on every Jew to repeat certain verses 
twice every day, morning and evening. These were now 
read. They were known by the name of Sch’ma/* or 
“ Hear,” from their beginning with the words, “ Hear, O 
Israel, the Eternal, our God, is one Eternal God.” Two 
prayers preceded them ; the one, heard with joy and yet with 
trembling, exalting God for His Majesty in the heavens, 
amidst the armies of the angels. It was believed to be 


1 Cohen , p. 203. 


1 1 Chron. xxix. 10-13. Neh. ix. 7-12. 
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listened to by all- heaven, God Himself and the angels re¬ 
sponding, at its close—“ Happy the people in such a case; 
happy the people whose God is Jehovah ! ” 1 The other 
thanked God for His love to Israel, and asked enlightenment 
in His holy law. Another short prayer was now read, 
thanking Him for the mighty works He had done for their 
fathers, especially in delivering them from Egypt, and ending 
with supplication for delivery as a nation from their evil state. 
The closing words chanted by the Reader were striking— 
“ Lloek of Israel! np ! to the help of Israel: save, for Thy 
promise sake, Judah and Israel ! Save us, Eternal God, 
eternal God of Hosts! whose name is the Holy One of Israel. 
Blessed be Thou, 0 Eternal, who of old didst redeem Israel! ” 
During all these prayers the congregation stood, 2 with 
their faces towards the shrine of the Law. Only the Reader 
spoke: the congregation simply responded “ Amen,” except 
at the Kadish. 


How commenced the second part of the service—the 


»»3 


repeating of the “ prayers known as the eighteen Bene¬ 
dictions,” bb or simply as “ The Prayer.” 3 It was originally 
drawji np by the men of the Great Synagogue, 4 CJ but finally 
arranged in its present form, with one or two additional 
prayers, about the year 100 after Christ. 5 The whole were 
spoken by the entire congregation softly, and then aloud by 
the Reader, and this was repeated at the evening service, it 
being required of every Israelite that he should repeat them 
all, for himself, three times every day, just as he was required 


to repeat the Sch’ma twice daily. 


During this series of 


prayers the whole congregation stood, immovable, with their 
faces towards the shrine, and their feet close together, in an 
attitude of fixed devotion. 0 At the beginning and close of 
the first, and sixteenth Benedictions all bent the knee, and 


bowed their heads to the earth. 


As in the case of the 


Sch’ma, these prayers were read without the change or 
addition of a word. After the congregation had recited them 
the Reader, still standing in the raised enclosure, took three 
steps backwards, then three forwards : stood quite still, and 
commenced, “ Lord, open Thou our lips, that our mouth may 
show forth Thy praise! ” ? “I will call upon the name of 


1 Pb. cxliv. 14. Zunz and Ewnlcl. 

9 Matt. vi. 5. Mark xi. 25. Luke xviii. 11. 


4 Dercn'oovrtj, p. 345. * Schtirer , p. 500. 

7 Ph. li. 15. 


* Tefilla. 

• Cohen, p. 207. 
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the Lord ; ascribe ye greatnesB unto our God ! ” 1 The first 
three prayers of the eighteen contained ascriptions of praise, 
the last three, thanksgivings, and the twelve between, sup¬ 
plications for the nation and for individuals. As the Reader 
closed, he recited the words—“We, here below, would 
hallow Thy name, as it is hallowed in heaven, as is written 

in the prophets 2 —‘One cried to another, and said-” 

The congregation then responded, “ Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord of Hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory ! ” Then 
the Reader began again : “ They who stand before Him sav, 


Blessed 


? H 


and the congregation answered, “ Blessed be 
the glory of the Lord from His place.” 3 The Reader, once 
more, began : “ In Thy holy Scripture it is written : ” 4 and 


the congregation answered, “ The Lord shall reign for ever, 
even Thy God, 0 Zion, unto all generations. Hallelujah ! ” 
On Mondays and Thursdays, and on Sabbaths, the Law 
was now read. For the Sabbaths, the five Books of Moses 
were divided into fifty sections, of seven lessons each, and a 
complete section was repeated each Sabbath, so that the Law 
was read through in a year. At the end of each les 


, and 

at its beginning, a collect was read, and between each, the 
Expositor—a member of the congregation who had been 
invited for the purpose, and who stood in the desk beside 
the Reader while the lesson was 


being read—delivered a 
short address from it. A priest, if present, had the first 
invitation, then a Levite; any one who seemed to know the 
Law coming after. The roll of the Prophets was handed 
to him by the Reader after the closing collect of the lesson. 
At each service there was thus a series of short comments. 
One Expositor gave a general address on the Law embodied 
in the lesson : another, an exhortation based on it, and a 
third expounded the allegorical mysteries it shadowed forth. 
Each, however, was expected to illustrate the three cardinal 
points of Jewish piety—the love of God, of virtue, and of 
one’s neighbour, this last duty being additionally enforced 
by a collection in the boxes at the door, “ for the land of 
Israel.” 4 

Very few relicB of these synagogue addresses survive, but 
we are able even from these, as preserved in the Talmud, to 
realize their general characteristics. Short, and in great 
measure made up of proverbs, natural imagery, and parables, 


1 Deut. xxxii. 3. 
4 Ps. cxlvi. 10. 


* Isa. vi. 3. * Ezek. iii. 13. 

* Philo , vol. i. p. 877. 



ANCIENT JEWISH SERMON. 


185 


tliev were very different from our sermons. One example 
will suffice. An ancient address from the same chapter of 
Isaiah 1 II from which Jesus took His text in_ the synagogue 
of Nazareth, runs thus—the special words commented on 
being. “He hath clothed me with the garments of salva- 

O ' o 

tion ” :— 

“ There are seven garments,” says the speaker, “ which 
the Holy One, blessed be His name, has put on since the 
world began, or will put on before the hour when He will 
visit with His wrath the godless Edom. 3 When He created 
the world He clothed Himself in honour and glory, for it 
says : 3 ‘ Thou art clothed with honour and glory.’ When 
He showed Himself at the Red Sea He clothed Himself in 
majesty, for it says : 4 4 The Lord reigneth, He is clothed with 
majesty.’ When He gave the Law He clothed Himself with 
might, for it says : 5 ‘ Jehovah is clothed with might, where¬ 
with He hath girded Himself.’ As often as He forgave Israel 
its sins He clothed Himself in white, for it says : 6 ‘ His 
garment was white as snow.’ When He punishes the nations 
of the world He puts on the garments of vengeance, for it 
says : 7 ‘ He put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, 
and was clad with zeal as a cloak.’ He will put on the sixth 
robe when the Messiah is reA'ealed. Then will He clothe 
Himself in righteousness, for it says: 8 ‘ For He put on 
righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation on 
His head.’ He will put on the seventh robe when He pun¬ 
ishes Edom. Then will He clothe Himself in Adorn (red), 
for it says : 9 ‘ Wherefore art Thou red in Thine apparel P ’ 
But the robes with which He will clothe the Messiah will 


shine from one end of the world to the other, for it Stiys : 10 
‘As a bridegroom who is crowned with his turban, like a priest.’ 
And the sons of Israel will rejoice in His light, and will say, 
‘ Blessed be the hour when the Messiah was born, blessed the 


omb which bore Him 
orthv to see Him. 12 1 


His 


His speech is rest to the soul, 14 the thoughts of 


heart confidence and joy, the speech of His 
forgiveness. His nraver like the sweet-sme 


savour 


I Chap. lxi. 2 A hidden allusion to the Roman empire. 

8 Ps. civ. 1. 4 Ps. xciii. 1. 6 Ps. xciii. 1. 6 Dau. vii. 9. 

7 Isa. lix. 17. 8 lea. lix. 17. 9 Isa. Ixiii. 2. 

10 Isa. lxi. 10. See Geeenins, Kommentar, in loc. 

II Comp. Luke xi. 27. 12 Comp. Matt. xiii. 16. Luke x. 23. 

13 Matt. v. 2-11. Matt. xi. 29. 
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of a sacrifice, His supplications holiness and purity.’ 0 how 
blessed is Israel for whom such a lot is reserved, for it says : 1 
‘ How great is Thy goodness which Thou hast laid up for 
them that fear Thee.’ ” 2 

On Mondays and Thursdays the first of the seven lessons 
for the next Sunday was read, but it was divided into three 
portions, before each of which one of the congregation was 
called up to the desk. 

A few pray ere more from the Reader, and the service was 
ended, with a parting benediction delivered by a priest with 
uplifted hands, if one were present; if not, by the Header. 
The prayers were repeated in the common dialect of Palestine 
as a rule, but in Greek towns, such as Caesarea, they were 
jdso recited in Greek. The Hebrew or Chaldee of the Law 
or the Prophets was translated into the spoken language 3 
by an interpreter, who stood by the side of the Reader. 

Such was the morning service. In the afternoon the 
congregation met once more; heard a shorter service, and 
frequently remained, listening to addresses, till lamplight in 
the evening. The “Amen ” of the congregation, from time 
to time, was the only interruption sanctioned, but among 
Orientals it would have been hopeless to enforce silence. 
Ever and anon a hearer volunteered assistance if the speaker 
hesitated, or corrected a mistake if he supposed one made, 
and the whole congregation, at times, signified alond their 
agreement, shouted a contradiction, or even ordered the 
speaker to be silent.* 1 

When to the many prayers of the synagogue service we 
add those required in private life, the “ vain repetitions ” 4 
against which Christ cautioned His hearers on the Mount 
may be understood. Besides the five daily repetitions of 
the. Sch’ma and the Benedictions, every Jew gave thanks 
before and after every act of eating or drinking; before, and, 
often, after, each of the countless external rites and exercises 
required of him ; and there were, besides, special prayers for 
new moons, new years, feasts, half feasts, and fasts, and 
many for special incidents of private or family life. Prayer, 
always prescribed in exact words, was in fact multiplied till 
it- was in danger of becoming too often formal and mechani- 


1 Ps. xxxi. 19. 

* Petitka de Bab. Cahana, 149 a, ed. Buber; quoted in Delitweb 
Ein Tag m Caprmawm, pp. 131-133. 
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cal—a mere outward act, of superstitious importance in 
itself, apart from the spirit in which it was offered. 

Such a circle of synagogue service, constantly repeated, 
we must conceive the child Jesus to have frequented from 
his earliest years, day by day, and week by week. 

The influence of an institution in which the Law was read, 
throughout, every year, on the Sabbath, and, in part, twice 
each week, with extra readings on special high days ; in which 
the Prophets and Psalms were constantly brought before the 
congregation, and in which multiplied prayers, always the 
same, impressed on the mind every emotion and thought of 
the national religion, in language often grand and solemn 
in the extreme, must have been great. The synagogue was, 
in fact, the seed-bed of Judaism : its inspiring soul and its 
abiding nurture.* 8 It was in it that Jesus, as a child, was 
first drawn into love and sympathy for His people, and that 
He heard the rights, duties, and prospects, of the suffering 
people of God, and drank in that deep knowledge of the Law 
and the Prophets, by which, as St. Luke tells us, “ He kept 
on growing in wisdom *” e The lessons He learned in it can 
be traced through the whole Gospels. The addresses lie 
heard were no doubt, for the most part, lifeless Rabbinical 
refinements, with a Pharisaic colouring, which His pure and 
sinless soul, filled with the love of His heavenly Father, 
instinctively prized at their true value. His words in after 
life often show that He had been accustomed to see Pharisees 
and Scribes in the synagogue, who made the Mondays and 
Thursdays, on which service was held, their days of fasting; 
who paraded a show of long prayers or of liberal alms; 
and eagerly pressed forward to the front seats, where they 
■would be most in honour, and would be most likely to bo 
called up to speak. As He grew older He would meet, in 
turn, in the synagogue, every shade of the religion of the day, 
—the strictness of the school of Shammai, and the mildness 
of that of Hillel; Jewish bigotry, and Galilsean freedom and 
tolerance ; the latitudinarianism of the Sadducee, or the 
puritanical strictness of the Essene. The great doctrines of 
ceremonial purity, of the righteousness of works, of the 
kingdom of God, and of the coming redemption of Israel, 
w ould sound in His ears Sabbath by Sabbath, giving Him 
much to retain and still more to reject. In the synagogue 
He came in contact with the religious life of His race, in 
its manifold aspects. We see, in His public life, how the 
crowds that gathered round Him, as the new Rabbi of Israel, 
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entered into conversation with Him on the subjects of His 
discourse, or commented on them afterwards, and He hud, 
no doubt, done much the same with the teachers He heard 
in His earlier years. The Rabbis whom He met in the 
synagogues, in the markets, or at meals, were accustomed 
to exchange question and answer with all, and must often 
have had to reply to His searching questions, and deep 
insight into Scripture. Nor would the longing of the people 
at large, for the vengeance of God on the oppressors of the 
nation, escape His notice. As a man in all things like other 
men, except in His sinlessness—the synagogue with its 
services, and the free expression of thought, both in public 
and private, which it favoured, must have been one of the 
chief agencies in developing His human nature.” 1 

1 Matt. xiii. 54. Luke iv. 22. Matt. ix. 33 ; xi. 16; xvi. 13, 14. Murk 
i. 27- Matt. viii. 2; v. 19 ; ix. 3; xiv. 18, 27 ; xix. 3, 13, 16. Luke xi. 
16, 27, 37; xii. 13, 31; xiv. 16. 



CHAPTER XIV. 


SOCIAL INFLUENCES. 

A MONG the influences amidst which the child Jesus grew 

up at Nazareth, the Synagogue, with its constantly 
recurring services, was, no doubt, one of the most important. 
It was a characteristic of Jewish life, however, that its 
religion was interwoven with the whole tissue of daily 
events, from the cradle to the grave. 

The Jewish ecclesiastical calendar, with its cycle of feasts, 
half-feasts, and fasts, must have had a great effect in colour¬ 
ing the general mind, and perpetuating the system and 
sentiments which they illustrated. There were four diffe¬ 
rent reckonings of the Hebrew year—that which commenced 
with the first day of Nisan, and was known as “ the year of 
kings and feasts; ” a second, which dated from the first of 
Elul—that is, from the full moon of August—from which 
the year was calculated for the tithing of cattle ; a third, 
from the first day of Tisri—that is, from the new moon of 
September—from which the years from the creation of the 
world were reckoned ; and a fourth, from the first day of the 
eleventh month, Schebet—from which the age of trees was 
counted, for the payment of tithes, and for noting the time 
when it became lawful 1 a to eat the fruit. 

The stir made to catch the first glimpse of the new moon 
would be a great event each month, even in a retired place 
like Nazareth. Jesus would hear how, on the last day of 
each month, men were posted on all the heights round 
Jerusalem to watch for it; how they hastened, at the utmost 
speed, to the Temple, with the news, even if it were Sabbath, 1 2 3 
and how the sacred trumpet sounded to announce it, and 
special sacrifices were offered. 3 The appearance of the new 

1 Mischna ; quoted in Grundt’s Art. Jahr, in Bibcl Lexicon. 

2 Mischna Roshha-Shana, vol. i. p. 4. Giusburg, New Moon. Kitto’a 
Cyclo. 

2 Plutarch, dc vitando acre alicno, c. 2. 
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moon had in all ages been a great day in Israel, as it also 
was among the Greeks and Romans. 1 * The Rabbis affirmed 
that God Himself had spoken of it to Moses, and told him 
how to observe it. All over the land it was celebrated, 
monthly, by special religious solemnities, and by universal 
rejoicing ; in some mouths more than in others; every one 
in Jerusalem, who could, repairing to the Temple, and all, 
elsewhere, making it a point to attend the synagogue on 
that day. In the fondly remembered times of the past, the 
day of the new moon had been that on which, espec ially, the 
people flocked to the prophets to receive instruction," and on 
which their ancestors, at some' periods, had been wont to 
worship, from their roofs, the returning light, as that of the 
Queen of Heaven. 

Many things would impress this event on the Nazareth 
children. They doubtless noticed how all the men of the 
village watched from their doors, each month, for the new 
light, and they had often heard their fathers, with covered 
head, repeat the prayer still used by every pious Jew at first 
seeing it—“ Blessed be Thou, Lord, our God ! who, through 
Thy Word, didst create the heavens, and their whole host, 
by the breath of Thy mouth. He appointed them a law and 
time that they should not go back from their places. Joy¬ 
fully and gladly they fulfil the will of their Creator, ■whose 
working and whose works are truth. He spoke to the moon, 
and commanded her that she should renew herself in glory 
and splendour, for those whom He has carried from their 
mother’s breast, 3 for they, too, will be one day renewed like 
her, and glorify their Creator after the honour of His king¬ 
dom. Blessed be Thou, O Lord, who renewest the moons.” 4 * 
Nor would the simple household feast that followed be un¬ 
noticed, with its invited guests, nor the Sabbath rest of all 
from their daily work, 6 for it must have been a welcome 
monthly holiday to the school children of Nazareth. 

The great festival of the Hohrew year—the Passover and 
the feast of Unleavened Bread—began on the 15th day of 

Nisan, the first month, and lasted till tho 22nd. b It was one 

■ 

1 Nnm. x. 10; xxviii. 11-15. Job., Ant., iii. 10. 1. 

1 2 Kings iv. 23. Ezek. xivi. 1; xxix. 17 ; xxxi. 1. Hag. i. 1. Ica. 
xlvii. 13. 

• IsMi'l. Isa. xlvi. 3. 

4 Talmud Sanhedr. f. 42 a; quoted by Kneucker, Ncumond, Libel 

Lexicon. 

9 Hob. ii. 13. Col. ii. 16. Ewald’s Alter., p. 470. 
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of tlie three yearly feasts which every Israelite, if lie could, 
attended in Jerusalem. Like circumcision, which, indeed, 
was hardly thought so sacred, 1 its due observance was 
esteemed a vital necessity, on no account to be neglected in 
any vear. It was the annual sacrament of the whole Jewish 
race. The Passover lamb was the one offering which all 
presented spontaneously. It not only commemorated a 
national deliverance—the “ passing over ” of Israel by the 
destroying angel, but was believed to secure the same mercy 
for themselves hereafter. 3 Every one regarded it as a debt 
he owed, and must by all means pay, if he would be counted 
worthy of a part in the congregation of Israel. It was, in 
fact, a household sacrifice, which each family offered on its 
own behalf, that its transgressions through the year might 
be “ passed over.” Even till the later ages of Jewish history 
the father of each household himself killed the male lamb or 
goat required, and sprinkled the blood on the lintel and 
doorposts, as an expiation for the family as a whole, and for 
any who might have joined them in keeping the feast. 2 

Pious Israelites were careful to accustom their children, 
from the earliest years, to the requirements of their religion, 
and hence often broucht them with them to Jerusalem at 
the great feasts. Indeed, even the liberal school of Hillel 
made it binding to do so as soon as a child was able, with the 
help of its father’s hand, to climb the flight of steps into the 
Temple courts. 3 

The Passover itself was eaten only by males, 4, but the 
week of the feast was a time of universal rejoicing, so that 
husbands were “wont to take their wives, as well as their sons, 
with them. 

Joseph and Mary 5 went to Jerusalem, every year, to this 
Festivity, and took Jesus with them, for the first time, when 
He was twelve years old. Like His cousin John, 6 He had 

grown in mind and body, and showed a sweet religious 
spirit. 7 d The journey must have been the revelation of a 
new world to Him—a world, beyond the hills of Samaria, 
which had hitherto seemed the limit of the earth, as He 
looked away to them from the hill-top behind Nazareth. 

Only a Jew could realize the feelings such a visit must 


1 E wald’s Alter., p. 474. 8 Ewald’s Alter., p. 467. 

9 Lightfoot, Chorograph Cent., p. 70. 4 Ewald's Alter., p.474. 

* Lnke ii. 41. 

• Luke i. 80; where the same words are used of John. 7 Luke ii. 40. 
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have raised even in a child. Jerusalem, to the Israelite, was 
more, if possible, than Mecca is to the Muliometan. The 
whole “ land of Israel ” was “ holy,” since it, only, could offer 
to God the first-fruits, or the firstborn, or the “perpetual ” 
shewbread. Its walled towns were still “ holier.” No leper 
was allowed in them, and a corpse carried out to burial could 
not be brought into a town again. 1 But Jerusalem, tho 
sacred city, the seat of the Temple, had a sanctity all its 
own. By Rabbinical laws, which, however, were, doubtless, 
often neglected, even holy offerings, of the lower kinds, and 
second tithes, might be eaten in it. The dead must be 
carried out before sunset of the day of death. No houses 
could be let for lodgings ; and no sepulchres, except those of 
the house of David, and of Huldah, the prophetess, had been 
tolerated. No impurity was suffered, lest creeping things 
should defile the holy city ; nor could scaffolds be set up 
against the walls, for a similar fear of defilement. Smoke 
from household fires was forbidden; poultry were unlawful, 
because they scratched up the soil, and might defile passing 
offerings ; no leper could enter the gates ; gardens were pro¬ 
hibited, because the decaying leaves and tho manure would 
make an offensive smell.' 2 Superstition had invented the 
most amazing fancies, as proofs of the passing holiness of the 
city in its whole extent, and these were, doubtless, universally 
and implicitly believed. It was maintained that no serpent 
or scorpion ever harmed any one in Jerusalem ; that no fly 
was ever seen in the place for slaughtering the sacrifices ; 
that no rain ever put out the fire of the altar, and that no 
wind ever blew aside the pillar of smoke over tho altar. 
But the hospitality of the holy city was less open to question ; 
for it was a common boast that no one had ever failed to find 
friendly entertainment, or a hearth on which to roast his 
passover. However churlish to all besides, the hospitality of 
the citizens to their own nation was unbounded. 

But if the city were holy, it was mainly so because of the 
far greater holiness of the sanctuary within its bounds. The 
Temple mountain hold the fourth place in local holiness. The 
ceremonially unclean could not enter it. The space between 
the court of the heathen and the inner courts—the Zwinger, 
or Choi—ranked next; none but Israelites could enter it, 
and not even they, if defiled by a dead body.* The women’s 
court came next. No unclean person, even after bathing, 


1 Jost, toI. i. p. 135. 


• Liglitfoot, Chorograph Cent., pp. 47, 48. 
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could enter it till sunset. The Forecourt of the Israelites 
was still holier. No one could go into it who needed expia¬ 
tion to be made for him. Even the clean must bathe before 
entering, and any unclean person intruding, through over¬ 
sight, must atone for his error by a trespass-offering. The 
Forecourt of the Priests was yet more sacred. None but the 
priests or Levites could cross its threshold, except on special 
occasions, specified by the Law. The space between the 
altar and the Temple had a still greater sanctity, for, into it, 
no priest with any bodily defect, or with his hair in disorder, 
or with a tom robe, or who had tasted wine, could enter. 
The Temple itself stood apart, in the tenth and highest degree 
of sanctity. Before entering it, every priest had to wash 
both hands and feet. In this revered centre, however, there 
was one spot more awful than all the rest—the Holy of 
Holies, which the high priest alone could enter, and he only 
once a year, on the great Day of Atonement, in the per¬ 
formance of the rites of the day, which required his entering 
it four times. 

Such a country and city could not fail to be the objects of 
abiding and passionate sentiment. Affection for their native 
land led to the unique historical phenomenon of the return 
of the exiles from Babylon. Many psalms of the period 
still record how the captives wept by the rivers of Babylon 
when they remembered Zion, and hung their harps on the 
willows of their banks; 1 and the same intense longing for 
Palestine is illustrated even yet, by the fond fancy of the 
Targum 2 that the bodies of the righteous Jews who die in 
foreign lands, make their way, under ground, to the Mount 
of Olives, to share in the resurrection of the just, of which 
it is to be the scene. The wailing of the Jews of Jerusalem 
over their ruined Temple, as they lean against the few stones 
of it w-hich yet remain, shows the same feeling, and it is 
shared by all the race so strongly, that some earth from the 
land of their fathers is sprinkled on the grave of every Jew 
that dies away from it, to make him rest in peace. 

Love of their mother-land, how r ever, was not especially 
that which linked the Jews of all countries in Christ’s day 
into a great brotherhood, and attracted them continually to 
Jerusalem, for they were voluntarily settled, far and wide, in 

1 Pb. cxxxvii. 

* Upon Cant. viii. 1; quoted by Lightfoot, vol. i. p. 87. Bom mid. 
Jerusalim, p. 18. 

14 
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foreign lands. Nor was it tlicir longing for freedom and 
independence, for they were contented subjects of all forms 
of government. Their eyes were everywhere turned to the 
Temple, and they found in it the centre of their national 
unity. Their heavenly and earthly fatherland seemed to 
meet in its sacred enclosure. From all the earth, wherever 
a Jew lived, rose the same cry as that of the exiles at the 
sources of the Jordan. “As the hart panteth after the 
water-brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, O God. My 
bouI thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I 
come and appear before God P I pour out my soul in me 
when I remember these things—how I went with the pilgrim 
bands, and marched up with them to the house of God, with 
the voice of joy and praise ; wdth the festive crowd ! ” 1 To 
the Je\vs of every land it w as the crow n and glory of their 
religious system. In their scattered synagogues and houses 
of prayer they looked towards it at every service. Their 
gifts and offerings flowed to it in a golden stream, partly to 
satisfy the requirements of the Law r , but even more to gratify 
their religious devotion. Every Jew over twenty throughout 
the world gave his didrachma yearly—in payment of the 
first-fruits required by the Law—to maintain the Temple and 
its sacrifices. 2 Constant voluntary gifts, besides,—often, of 
great value—streamed into the holy treasury. Tithes, also, 
were claimed by the Rabbis from all Jews abroad as well as 
at home, and w’ere doubtless given by the devout/ 1 “ In 
almost every town,” says Philo, “ there is a chest for the 
sacred money, and into this the dues are put. At fixed times 
it is entrusted to the foremost men to carry it to Jerusalem. 
The noblest are chosen from every town to take up the Hope 
of all Jews, untouched, for on this payment of legal dues 
rests the hope of the devout.” * Egypt, though it had a 
Temple of its own*at Leontopolis, sent this yearly tribute 
regularly ; it came constantly from Rome and all the West ; 
from Lesser Asia and all Syria. But it flowed in the richest 
stream from Babylonia and the countries beyond the 
Euphrates, from which it w'as brought up under the pro¬ 
tection of thousands, who volunteered to escort it to Jeru¬ 
salem, and protect it from plunder by the Parthians on the 

way. 6 

1 Ps. xlii. 1-4. See Ewald , Zuru, and Moll. 

8 Schneckenburger’s Vorlesnngen, p. 110. 8 Herzog , vol. xviii. p. 420 

• Philo, de Monorchia , lib. ii. § 3, ed. Mnng., ii. 224. 

• Jos., Ant., xviii. 9. 1. Philo, Legat ad Caium, § 31. 



TEE PASSOVER CROWDS. 


195 


Thus Jerusalem and the Temple were the grand religions 
centre of all Israel, to the remotest limits of its wanderings. 
The Sanctuary lived in every heart. To maintain it inviolate 
Avas the one common anxiety. Foreign rulers might hold 
sway over Palestine, and even over Jerusalem, and so long 
as the Temple was left untouched, submission was paid them, 
as the will of fate. If, however, the haughtiness or greed of 
the enemy A T iolated. or even only threatened, the Sanctuary, 
there ran through the whole Jewish world a feeling of indig¬ 
nation that roused them at once, and at the cry that the 
Temple was in danger, weapons were grasped and solemn 
prayers rose, and one deep resolve pervaded all—to shed the 
last drop of their blood on the battle-field or at the Altar, 
for Jerusalem and the Sanctuary. 1 

It must have been a Avonderful sigh! to the child Jesus 2 to 
visit the Holy City at the season of the Passover. The multi¬ 
tudes aaJio flocked to the feast from all countries were count¬ 
less. “ Many thousands,” says Philo, “ from many thousand 
towns and cities, make a pilgrimage to the Temple at every 
feast; some by land, others by sea, from the east and the 
west, the north and the south. 3 E% r en at Pentecost, which 
attracted a much smaller number, vast crowds of Jews and 
proselytes were present from e\'ery part of the Roman empire, 
which was nearly equivalent to the then known world. 4 
Josephus reckoned the numbers attending a single Passover 
at 2,700,000, inclusive of the population of the city. 51 Every 
house in the narrow limits of Jerusalem Avas crowded with 


pilgrims, and the whole landscape round covered with the 
tents or booths, 6 of mat, and wicker work, and interwoven 
leaves, extemporized to serve as shelter—like the similar 
structures of the Easter pilgrims still 8 —for those who could 


not be acco mm odated in any house 


The routes by which 


they travelled to the Holy City from all lands must have 


been like those to Mecca, at certain seasons, even now : count¬ 


less vessels laden with living freights of pilgrims : all the main 


lines of road thronged with huge caravans : every port of the 
Mediterranean, and every city and toAvn on the highways 
leading to the great centre, thronged as w'ith the passage of 


armies. The vast “ dispersion”—Jewish by birth, sentiment, 
or adoption—converged more and more densely on the one 


1 Jost, vol. i. p. 137. 3 Luke vii. 9. 

* Philo, de Monorchia, lib. ii. § 1, ed. Mang , ii. 223. 4 Acts ii. 9, 11. 

* Bell. Jad., vi. 9. 3. 6 Succoth. 
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point,—Jerusalem. Parthians, Modes, Elamites, nnd Meso¬ 
potamians. in the costume of the far East, with their long 
trains of camels and mules ; crowds from every province of 
Lesser Asia—Cappadocia, Pontus, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, 
each band with the distinctive characteristics of its own 
district; swarthy multitudes, in long caravans, or afoot,— 
after a sea voyage to Joppa or Caesarea—from Egypt, thn 
head-quarters of the foreign Jews, and from Libya and 
Cyrene ; pilgrims even from imperial Rome; men from the 
slopes of Cretan Ida, and from the far-off cities and towns of 
sandy Arabia, met under the shadow of the Temple. The 
whole world, in a sense, was gathered to one spot, and this, 
itself, to a mind such as that of the boy Jesus, must have been 
rich in the most varied influence and knowledge. 

The appearance of the city would make an impression 
never to be forgotten. If there were no gardens in Jerusa¬ 
lem, 1 ' there was a gird let of them reaching from its very' w alls, 
down the valleys, and up the opposite hill-sides; one of them 1 
so famous that the figs from it were sold for three or four 
assarii each. 2 The garden walls and ditches netted over all 
the approaches to the city, on each side. On the hills around 
rose the mansions of the rich citizens, and at the bend where 
the valleys of Kidron and Hinnom met, beside the Pool of 
Siloam, the eye regaled itself with the wide and rich verdure 
of the royal gardens. 

As Joseph, and Mary with her Son, came iD sight of the 
city from the north, they would be on ground as high as 
Mount Zion : 3 and rising, to the north-west of the city, even 
a few feet higher, while on the west, Zion rose, on an average, 
about 100 feet above the hills across the Valley of Hinnom; 
and, on the east, the Mount of Olives overtopped the highest 
part of the city by 100 feet, and the Temple hill by no less 
than 300. Except on the north, however, the high ground 
was divided from Jerusalem by deep valleys, which could be 
reached from within the city only by steep streets and roads. 
The pilgrims encamped in the valleys of Kidron or Hinnom 
saw the buildingB and towers of Mount Zion more than 500 
feet above them; and those whose tents were pitched not far 
from the same place, at Joab’s Well, were nearly 600 feet 
below the houses of the upper city. The Court of the Priests 
looked over to the Pool of Siloam, 370 feet below; and from 

1 Light foot , vol. ii. p. 89. * 2\d. and 3d. 

* Map of English Ordnance Survey. 
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Mount Zion it needed a descent of 264 feet to reach the 
Garden of Gethsemaue, in the Valley of the Kidron. 1 

Jerusalem was thus, pre-eminently, a mountain city, sur¬ 
rounded on all sides bv hills, 2 and with hills, famons and 

%/ * _ * 

sacred beyond all others, as its own site. The road from 
Nazareth entered the new lower town, by the Damascus gate, 
and passed through the most stirring business street—in the 
bottom of the Valley of the Cheesemakers, or the Tyropoeon : 
a deep and narrow hollow between Mounts Zion and Moriah ; 
then crowded with the narrow lanes which serve for streets in 
Eastern cities. In the new town, under the shadow of the 
two hills, were the shops of the braziers; the clothes’ bazaar, 
and the square where the authorities received announcements 
of the new moon, and gave the public feasts that followed, 
monthly. In the Tyropoeon, the streets ran in terraces, up 
the steep sides of the hill, side lanes climbing here and there, 
to the top, past the bazaar of the butchers, and that of the 
wool-dealers, to the upper street, where Ismael Ben Camithi, 3 
the high priest at the time, having gone out on the great Day 
of Atonement, to speak with a heathen, a fleck of spittle fell 
on his clothes, from the lips of the uncircumcised, and 
defiled him, so that he could not perform the services of the 
day, and had to get his brother to take his place. 

On the west of the Tyropoeon, on the top of Mount Zion, 
rose the old, or upper city, known also as the City of David. 
In it were the shops of the goldsmiths, and the houses of the 
priests who lived in Jerusalem. The Wall of David ran along 
its north side, opening through the gate Gennatli, to Akra, 
or the lower town. High above this wall, which was over 
fifty feet in height, rose the three famous castles—Hippikus, 
Phasaelus, and Mariamne—built by Herod the Great, and 
then fresh from the builder’s hands. Of these, Hippikus, 
stem and massive, towered 120 feet above the wall, at its 
north-west corner; a great square of huge stones, in succes¬ 
sive stories, the upper one surmounted by battlements and 
turrets. 4 Close by, and in a line with it, rose Phasaelus, the 
splendid memorial to Herod’s brother Phasael, who had 
beaten out his brains against the walls of his dungeon when 
a prisoner of the Parthians. It, also, was square, for sixty 
feet of its height above the wall, but from amidst the breast- 

1 These details are from the Ordnance Survey Map. 2 Ps. exxv. 2. 

* A similar story is also told of Simon, son of Hannas, see p. 277. 

4 Jos., Bell. Jud., v. 4. 3. 
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works and balwarks of this lower fortress, rose a second 
tower about seventy feet higher, with magnificent battle¬ 
ments and turrets. Within, this upper tower was like a 
palace, and it was, doubtless, intended as a refuge for tho 
king, in case of necessity. Mariamne, the smallest of the 
three castles, was about thirty feet square, and about seventv- 
five in height, but its upper half was more highly finished 
than that of either of the others, as if to quiet its builder's 
conscience for the murder of her whose name it bore. All 
three fortresses, towering thus grandly aloft, above the high 
wall,—which itself rose along the crest of a high hill,—were 
of white marble: each stone thirty feet long, fifteen in 
breadth, and from seven to eight in thickness; and all 
squared so exactly that their joinings could hardly be seen. 
“ Each tower,” to use the words of Josephus, “ looked like a 
great natural rock which had been cut by the workman into 
shape, like the rock-hewn buildings of Edom.” 1 

Under the protection of these splendid structures rose the 
new palace of Herod, about the centre of the northern half 
of Mount Zion, a great part of which was enclosed within 
its park walls, themselves a second line of defence, forty-five 
feet in height, with strong towers rising, at equal distances, 
from their broad tops. The palace itself was indescribably 
magnificent. Spacious rooms, with elaborately carved walls 
and ceilings, many of them crusted with precious stones, dis¬ 
played Oriental splendour to hundreds of guests at a time. 
Gold and silver shone on every side. Round this sumptuous 
abode, porticoes with curious pillars of costly stone, offered 
wide, shady retreats. Groves and gardens stretched around, 
intermingled with pools and artificial rivers, bordered by 
long, delightful walks, frequented, through the day, by all 
who could endure the desecration of Jerusalem by the count¬ 
less statues which adorned them. 

The theatre built by Herod, to the horror of the nation, 
was also, apparently, in this part of the city; 9 and outside, 
at a little distance, was the amphitheatre, an object of still 
greater popular aversion, from its gladiatorial shows, in 
which men condemned to death fought with wild beasts. 
Inscriptions in honour of Augustus, and trophies of tho 
nations Herod had conquered in his ware, adorned the ex¬ 
terior of the theatre; and the games in the circus, though 
shunned by the Jews, were celebrated with the greatest 


1 Bill. Ju<L, v. 5. 4. 


* Joe., Ant., i. 8. 1. 
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pomp, strangers from, all the neighbouring countries being 
invited to them. The trophies round the theatre especially 
excited indignation, being supposed to cover images, and 
hence being looked upon as heathen idols. So great, indeed, 
had the excitement become, in Herod’s lifetime, that, for 
policy, he had caused the armour to be taken from some of 
them, in presence of the leading men, to show that there 
was nothing but shapeless wood beneath. Yet even this did 
not calm the people, and no Jew passed the hated building 
without the bitterest feelings at its presence in the holy 
city. 

On the eastern crest of Zion stood the old palace of the 
Asmonean kings, and, north of it, an open space surrounded 
by a lofty covered colonnade, known as the Xystus. 1 A 
bridge spanned the Tyropoeon Valley to the south-west 
corner of the Temple enclosure, and near the Xystus rose a 


hall, known as the Hall of the King’s Council, 
streets ran north and south—some alonsr the \ 


The main 


some alon? the brow of the 

o 


hill, others lower down, but parallel, following the course of 
the valley, with side lanes or narrow streets connecting 
them. They had raised pavements, either because of the 
slope of the ground, or to allow passers-by to avoid contact 


with person or things ceremonially unclean. k 


The upper 


city was mainly devoted to dwelling-houses of the better 
kind ; but in the lower city, bazaars, or street-like markets 
were then, as now, a prominent feature, each devoted to a 
special branch of commerce. 

Looking out at the Gennath gate on the north of Zion, 
the Almond pool, near at hand, refreshed the eye. Beyond 
it, across a little valley, slightly to the north-west, near the 
Joppa road, was Psephinos, another of the castles by which 
the city was at once defended and overawed. It rose in an 
octagon, high into the clear blue, showing from its battle¬ 
ments the whole sweep of the country, from the sea-coast to 
beyond the Dead Sea, and from the far north, away towards 
Edom, on the south. In Christ’s day it stood outside the 


city, by itself, but soon after His death it was included in 
the line of wall built by Herod Agrippa. 1 

The northern part of the lower town, known as Akra, 
was mainly interesting for the bustle of restless city life of 
every colour which it presented. The wood bazaar, the city 
council-house, and public records office, were in it. Nor 


1 a.d. 41-44. 



200 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


was it destitute of attractions, for the doable pool of JBethcscla 
lay at its north-east corner. The temple and it 9 courts 
occupied nearly the whole of Mount Moriah, the second hill 
on which the city was built, the only other building on it 
contrasting strangely in appearance and character. It was 
the great fortress Antonia, at tlie north-west corner, on an 
isolated rock, separated by a cleft from Mount Moriah, and 
cased with stone where exposed, so that no foe could scale 
it. The castle occupied, with its enclosures, nearly a third 
of the great Temple plateau, 1 and was built originally by 
John Hyrcanus, but had been rebuilt by Herod with great 
magnificence, with baths, fountains, galleries, piazza, and 
great rooms, to fit it for a residence for princely guests. It 
served now as the quarters of the Roman garrison, sent from 
Caesarea at the time of the great feasts, to keep peace in the 
city. 1 In Christ’s day the robes of the high priest were kept 
in it by the Romans, to prevent a seditious use of them. 
Covered ways led from the castle to the Temple area, to 
allow the soldiery free access in case of tumult or disturb¬ 
ance. 

Such was the city to which Jesus now came for the first 
time. As He was led through its crowded streets, and saw 
its famous palaces, and towers, and marts, and above all, the 
Temple, what strange thoughts must have risen in the 
opening mind of the wondrous boy. 2 

The panorama spread before Him from the city, at its 
different points, was no less filled with interest. From the 
Temple He looked eastward to Mount Olivet, then crowned 
by two great cedars, underneath which were booths for the 
sale of all things needed for ceremonial purifications, in¬ 
cluding the doves for the various offerings/* He would no 
doubt hear how, in former times, beacon fires had been 
kindled on the hill-top at each new moon, and how moun¬ 
tain after mountain, catching the sight, spread the news in 
an hour over the whole land. Some one would, doubtless, 
also, tell Him that it was the hated Samaritans who had 
brought the custom to an end, by holding up lights at wrong 
times, and thus misleading Israel. 

The Valley of the Kidron, below, would be equally inter¬ 
esting. It was to it the pilgrims came down at the Feast of 

1 Acts xxi. 31. Jos., Bell. Jud ., ii. 12. 1. * Luke ii. 40. 

3 Talmud; quoted in Lightfoot's Chor. Cent., p. 87. Jout, vol. i 
p. 189. 
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Tabernacles, to cnt the long boughs of willow which they 
carried in procession to the Temple, and laid bending over 
the altar. 1 On the eve of the first day of the feast, Jesns 
would see men sent by the Temple authorities—a great 
crowd following—to cut the sheaf of first-fruits. Perhaps 
He saw the three reapers, with basket and sickle, step to 
spots previously marked out, asking, as they stood beside 
the new barley, “ Has the sun set yet ? Is this the right 
sickle P Is this the right basket ? ” and, if it were Sabbath, 
“ Is this the Sabbath ? 51 —to be followed by another question, 
thrice repeated, “ Shall I cut ? ” which w'as answered with 
what seems, now, childish formality, but then thrilled all 
hearts, “ Cut.” 2 Religious bitterness lay behind all this 
minute triviality, for did not the hated aristocratic Sadducees 
maintain that the first sheaf should be cut only on the first 
week-day of the feast, which would have affected the date 
of Pentecost, fifty days later ? 3 The child from Nazareth 
would follow, when the sheaf, thus reaped, was carried, 
amidst great rejoicings, to the forecourt of the Temple, and 
presented by the priest as a heave-offering ; 4 then threshed, 
winnowed, and cleansed, dried over a sacred fire, and forth* 
with ground into flour, the finest of which was the new- 
harvest “ meat-offering ” before God. He knew that till this 
had been presented at the altar, no field could be cut, except 
to get fodder for cattle, or for other necessary ends. 5 

Looking into the Valley of Hinnom from the southern end 
of the Temple, with its magnificent Royal porch, His eyes 
must have turned from the sight one spot in it offered, the 
fires kept up, night and day, to bum all the garbage and 
offal of the Temple, and the refuse of the city—the symbol 
of the unquenchable flames of the Pit. It was in this valley 
that children had been burned alive to Moloch in the old 
idolatrous times, and the remembrance of this, with the 
foulness of the part where the perpetual fires now burned, 
had made Gehenna—the name of the valley—the word used 
afterwards even by Jesus Himself, for the place of the lost. 

Between Hinnom and Kidron, where the two valleys met 
at the south-east of the city, His eyes, looking down from 
the Temple Mount, would rest on the contrasted sweetness of 


1 Lirjhtfoot, p. 89. 

3 2 Sam. xxi. 9. Ruth i. 22; ii. 28. Jos., Ant., iii. 10. 5, 
a Joat, vol. i. p. 166. 4 Lev. xxiii. 5-14. 

* Lightfoot, /force Ilcb., i. 23, 84. 
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the softly-flowing waters of Siloam, which bubbled up noise¬ 
lessly at the foot of the hill, and after filling a double pool, 
glided on to the south, till they lost themselves in the king’s 
gardens. 

City and people : the past and the present, must have 
filled the whole being of the Child with awe and wonder, for 
He now stood, for the first time, under the shadow of His 
Father’s Temple, and the murmur of countless languages 
that filled the air, was, in very truth, homage to that Father 
from ail the world. 



CHAPTER XV. 


THE PASSOVER VISIT TO JERUSALEM. 

rpHE vast multitudes coming to the Passover arranged to 
d- reach Jerusalem, at the latest, on the 14th of Nisan, 
on the evening of which the feast was celebrated. In the 

o 

city, however, there had been a great stir for some days 
already, in anticipation of the solemnity. So far back as from 
the 15th of the preceding month, 1 all the bridges and roads, 
far and near, had been begun to be repaired. All graves 
near the lines of travel, or round Jerusalem, had been either 
fenced in, or the head-stones had been whitewashed," that 
they might be seen from a distance, and thus warn off the 
pilgrims, whom they might otherwise have defiled, 3 and 
made unfit for the feast. The fields, throughout the wdiole 
country, had been anxiously gone over, to see if they were 
unclean by any plants growing together in them, which the 
Law forbade in more than one text. 4 On the Sabbath im¬ 
mediately preceding the 14th—the Great Sabbath—special 
services had been held in all the synagogues and in the 
Temple itself, and the Rabbis had discoursed to the people on 
the laws and meaning of the festival. The lambs, or he goats, 
had been selected, in earlier times, on the 10th, from the vast 
flocks driven to the city at this season to supply the Pass- 
over demand. But this was impossible now, as the pilgrims 
arrived, mostly, after that day. 5 Only male lambs, or he 
goats, of a year old, and without blemish, could be used, 0 and 
they were selected with the most scrupulous care by the head 
of each company of relatives or neighbours, who proposed to 
eat the feast together. 7 

The fourteenth day, which began at sunset of the 13th, 
was also the first day of the feast of “ Unleavened Bread,” 8 “ 
and was hence known as the “ preparation day.” 9 No 

1 Adar. 2 Matt, xxiii. 27. 3 John xviii. 28. 

* Lev. xix. 19. Deut. xxii. 9. 5 John xi. 55, 56. 8 Exod. xii. 1-28. 

7 Luke xxii. 8. 8 Exod. xiii. 7. • John xix. 14. 
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particle of leaven could be left in any house. The head of 
each family, as the evening closed, began the household 
purification with the prayer—“ Blessed art Thou, O Lord, 
our God, King of the universe, who hast sanctified us with 
Thy comfhandments, and requirest us to remove the leaven,’' 
and then proceeded, in rigorous silence, to search every 
room, gathering every crumb that could be found, and 
finally tying all up till the following morning. A further 
search, which must end before noon, was then made for 
any liquid or solid product of fermented grain, and for all 
dishes or vessels that had held it. All were taken out of 
the house, and the crumbs and dough carefully burned, with 
a repetition of prescribed prayers. The house itself was then 
cleansed in every part, and no one could enter the un¬ 
purified house of a heathen, henceforth, during the feast, 1 
without being defiled. Nothing leavened could be eaten or 
permitted in the house during the next seven days,—for 
defilement, bringing with it unfitness to eat the Passover, 
would follow in either case. 2 

This purification of the house, however, was by no means 
all. Vessels of any kind, to be used at the feast, were 
cleansed with prescribed rites, in a settled mode. Metal 
dishes, etc., after being scoured, must be first dipped in 
boiling water—in a pot used for no other purpose—and 
then into cold. Iron vessels must be made red-hot; then 
washed in the same way. Iron mortars, for crushing grain 
for baking, were tilled with red coals, till a thread, tied out¬ 
side, was burned through. Wooden vessels, after being 
wetted, were rubbed with a red-hot stone. No clay dish 
could be used at all if not quite new, and it had to be first 
dipped thrice in running water, and consecrated by a special 
prayer. Personal purity was as strictly enforced. Every' 
one had to cut his hair and nails, and to take a bath. 

The baking of the unleavened bread was accompanied 
with equally formal care. On the evening of the 13th, 
“before the stars appeared,” the head of each household 
went out and drew water for the purpose, uttering the words 
as he did so, “ This is the water for the unleavened bread,” 
and covering the vessel that contained it, for fear of any 
defilement. In grinding the flour, the most anxious care 
was observed to keep all leaven from coming near the 
woman at the mill, and to take no grain that was at all damp, 


1 John xviii. 38. 


* John xi. 55. Jos., Bell. Jud., vi. 9. 8. 
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lest it might, have begun to ferment. After baking, one 
loaf, to be taken to the priest at the Temple, was laid aside, 
with another prescribed prayer. 

The afternoon of the 14th was a time of the intenscst 
bustle, for the rams’ horn trumpets would presently ad- 
nounce, from the Temple, the beginning of the feast. At 
the sound, every one took his lamb to the Temple, the covrt 
walls of which were gaily hung with many-coloured carpets 
and tapestries, in honour of the day. The countless victims 
must be first examined by the priests, to see if they were 
without blemish, th^n slaughtered and prepared for roasting, 
in the forecourts of the Temple, 1 by the heads of the dif¬ 
ferent households, or by men deputed by them, or by the 
Levites in attendance, 2 with indescribable haste and confu¬ 
sion, for there was more than work enough for all, to kill, 
almost at the same time, the 256,000 lambs sometimes re¬ 
quired. 3 The exact time for slaying the victims was “ be¬ 
tween the evenings,” from sunset of the 14th till the stars 
appeared, though they might be killed in the last three hours 
of the day. 

4r 

As soon as the courts were full, the gates were shut on the 
multitude wnthin, each holding his lamb. Three blasts of 
trumpets then announced the beginning of the heavy task. 
Long rows of priests, with gold and silver bowls, stood 
ransred between the altar and the victims, to catch the 

Q 7 

blood, and pass it on from one to the other, till the last 
poured it on the altar, from which it ran off, through pipes 
beneath. When the lamb had been drained of blood, the 
head of the family to which it belonged took it to the hooks 
on the walls and pillars round, where it was opened and 
skinned. The tail, which, in the sheep of Palestine, often 
weighs many pounds, and the fat, were handed to the nearest 
priest, and passed on till they reached the altar, to be burned 
as an offering to God. The lamb was killed ^without the 
usual laying of the hands on its head. It was now ready to 
be carried away, and was borne off by the family head in its 
skin, which was afterwards to be given to the host in whoso 
house the feast might be held. 

Not fewer than ten, but as many as twenty, might sit down 


1 2 Chron xxxv. 5. SJuchna Pesachim , v. 5. 8. 

3 2 Chron. xxx. 17. Ez. vi. 20. 2 Chron. xxxv. 6, 14 f. 

3 Jos., Bell. Jud., vi. 9. 3. See the vivid account of the Passover in 
Josiah’s times, 2 Chron. xxxv. 1-20. 
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at a company. 1 Women were allowed to join their house¬ 
holds, though it was not required that they should eat. the 
Passover ; 2 and lads from fourteen, 3 and even slaves and 
foreigners, if circumcised, sat down with the rest. Every¬ 
thing was hurried, for the lambs 4 were required to he killed, 
roasted, and eaten, between three in the afternoon and nine 
or twelve at night. They were, properly, to be eaten in 
the courts of the Temple, but this, after a time, having 
become impossible, they might be consumed anywhere within 
the Rabbinical limits of the city. 5 Thousands of fires, in 
special ovens, prepared them ; for they must be roasted only ; 
not boiled, or cooked except in this way. They wore trussed 
■with spits of pomegranate wood, 6 inserted in the form of a 
cross, and the whole creature roasted entire. None of the 
flesh was allowed to remain till morning, any fragments left 
being forthwith burned, that they might not be defiled. The 
very dress and attitude of all who took part had been origi¬ 
nally prescribed, but these details were now out of use. 

The feast itself must have impressed a child like Jesus no 
less than the preparations. Not a bone of the lamb must be 
broken, under a penalty of forty stripes, nor must any part 
of it touch the oven; and if any fat dropped back on it, the 
part on which it dropped was cut off. The company having 
assembled, after the lamps were lighted, arranged themselves 
in due order, on couches, round the tables, reclining on their 
left side. A cup of red wine, mixed with water, was filled 
for every one, and drunk, after a touching benediction, by 
the head man of the group. A basin of water and a towel 
were then brought in, that each might wash his hands, 7 
and then another blessing was pronounced. 

A table was then carried into the open space between tho 
couches, and bitter herbs, and unleavened bread, with a dish 
—made of dates, raisins, and other fruits, mixed with vinegar 
to the consistency of lime, in commemoration of the mortar 
with which their fathers worked in Egypt,— set on it, along 
with the paschal lamb. The head man now took some of the 
bitter herbs, dipped them in the dish, 8 and, after giving 

4 Jog., Bell. Jud., vi. 9. 3. Targ. Jon. on Exod. xii. 4. 

* Mischna Pesachim, viii. 1. 

a Das Buch d. JuHVien, o. 49, says, from 20, upwards. 

4 Das Bitch d. Jubildcn, o. 49. 

4 Deut. xvi. 6, 7. D. Buch d. Jubilaen , c. 49. Mischna Zebachim, v. 8 . 

4 Mischna Pesachim , vii. 1. 2. 

7 John xiii. 4, 5, 12. * Matt. xxvi. 23. 
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thanks to God for creating tlie fruits of the earth, ate a 
small piece, and gave one to each of the company. 1 A 
second cup of wine and water was then poured out, and the 
son - of the house, or the youngest boy present, asked the 
meaning of the feast. The questions to be put had been 
minutely fixed by the Rabbis, and were as formally and 
minutely answered in appointed words, the whole story of the 
deliverance from Egypt being thus repeated, year after year, 
a* - every Passover table, in the very same terms, throughout 
all Israel. b 

The first part of the great Hallelujah—Psalms cxiii. and 
cxiv.—was now chanted, and was followed by a prayer 
beginning, “ Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord our God, King of the 
universe, who hast redeemed us and our forefathers from 
Egypt.” A third cup was now poured out, and then came 
the grace after meals. A fourth and last cup followed, and 
then Psalms cxv., cxvi., cxvii., and cxviii., which formed the 
rest of the Hallelujah, and another prayer, closed the feast. 

At midnight the gates of the Temple were once more 
opened, and the people, who seldom slept that night, poured 
through them, in their holiday dress, with thank-offerings, 
in obedience to the command that none should appear before 
the Lord empty. 3 Of these gifts the priests took their right¬ 
ful share, and gave back the rest to the offerers, who had 
it cooked for them in the Court of the Women, and sat 
down to a second feast in the Temple cloisters, or in some 
part of the town, within the limits of which alone it was 
lawful to eat such food. 

The whole week was full of interest. The 15th was kept 

s of the year on 
which the Law prohibited all servile work. Only what was 
necessary for daily life might be done. It was a day for 
rest, and for the presentation of freewill offerings in the 
Temple. 

It was on the third day that the first-fruits of the harvest 
were brought from the Kidron valley to the Temple, to be 
waved before God in solemn acknowledgment of His bounty 
h; giving the kindly fruits of the earth. This incident Jesus, 
doubtless, saw. He would notice, besides, how the sheaf had 
no sooner been offered than the streets were filled with sellers 
of bread made of new barley, parched ears of the young 

1 Matt. xxvi. 23. John xiii. 26. 2 Exod. xii. 26. Deut. xxxii. 7. 

* Exod. xxiii. 15. 4 Exod. xii. 16. Lev. xxiii. 7. Num. xxviii. 18. 


like a Sabbath. 4 It was one of the six day 
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crop, and early growths and fruits of all kinds, which had 
been kept back till then. 

From the 17th to the 20th the days were only half holy, 
and many of the people had already begun to leave Jerusa¬ 
lem. Crowds still remained, however, to enjoy the great 
holiday time of the year, and the days and even the nights, 
with their bright moon, went merrily by. 

The last day, the 21st, like the first, was kept as a 
Sabbath. Only necessary work was permitted, and it closed 
with a rehearsal of the Passover supper, for the sake of those 
who could not come np on the first great day of the feast.* 

But amidst all the sights and wonders of the week one 
specially interested Jesus. His heart was already set 
supremely on “ His Father’s house,” 1 the Temple. Cau we 
doubt that, with the early habits of the Fast, He found time 
to watch its daily service throughout ? 

This began, in reality, the night before. The priests re¬ 
quired for the services of the next day, or to watch through 
the night, assembled in the evening in the great Fire Chamber. 
The keys of the Temple, and of the inner forecourts, were 
then handed them by their brethren whom they relieved, 
and hidden below the marble floor. The Levites on watch 
through the night, or to serve next day, also received the 
keys of the outer foreconrts from their brethren whose duties 
were over. Besides these, twenty-four representatives of the 
people, on duty,—men delegated by the nation to represent 
it,—at the daily sacrifices, were also present. 4 

As the morning service began very early, everything was 
put in train beforehand. Ninety-three vessels and instru¬ 
ments needed for it were received from the retiring Levites, 
and carried to a silver table on the south of the Great Altar, 
to be ready. The gates of the Temple building itself, and of 
the inner foreconrts, were locked np for the night, the key 
once more put in its place, the priest who had charge of it 
kissing the marble slab as he replaced it, and lying down to 
sleep over it through the night. The gates of the outer 
forecourts were now also shut, and the watches of priests 
and Levites set for the night But the Temple was too 
sacred to be entrusted to them aloue; the Representatives 
slept in it on behalf of the people ; besides some ecclesiastical 
dignitaries, deputed by the authorities, and one of the higher 
priests, who was to preside over the lots for daily offices next 
morning. 


1 Lake Li. 49. 
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Towards dawn, the captain of the watch and some priests 
rose, took the keys, and passing into the inner forecourt, 
preceded by torch-hearers, divided into two bands, which 
went round the Temple courts, to see that all was safe, and 

every vessel in its right place. 

Meanwhile, the other priests had risen, bathed, and pnt on 
their white robes. The duties of each for the day were fixed 
by lot each morning, to prevent the unseemly quarrels, 
resulting even in bloodshed, which had formerly risen. 1 
Assembling in a special chamber, all stood in a circle, and 
the lot was taken by counting a given number from any part 
of the ring, the choice remaining with him whose place made 
up the figure. Meanwhile, the Levites and Representatives 
waited the summons to gather. The priests for the day now 
once more washed their hands and feet in a brazen laver, 
which, itself, had been kept all night in water, for fear of its 
being defiled. The feet were left bare while the priests were 


on duty. 

All the gates were presently opened by the Levites, and 
the priests blew thrice on their trumpets to announce to the 
whole city that the worship of the day would soon begin. 
The Great Altar was forthwith cleansed by priests to whose 
lot this duty had fallen. The singers and musicians of the 
day, and the priests to blow the trumpets* at the morning 
sacrifice, were set apart; the instruments brought; the 
night-watchers dismissed, and then the day’s service had 


begun. 


All this took place by torchlight, before dawn. 


The morning sacrifice could not be slain before the distinct 


appearance of the 


morning light.* 


A watcher, therefore, 


having come. 

“ Priests, to 


standing on the roof of the Temple, looked out for the first 
glimpse of Hebron, far off, on the hills, as the sign of morning 

When it was visible, the summons was given 
your ministry 1 Levites, to your places ! 
Israelites, take your stations ! ” The priests then once more 
washed their feet and hands, and the service finally began. 

Entering first the Temple, and then the Holy Place, with 
lowly reverence, a priest now, after prayer, cleansed the 
altar of incense, gathered the ashes in his hands, and went 
out slowly, backwards. Another, meanwhile, had laid wood 
on the Great Altar, and a third brought to the north side 
of the altar, a year-old lamb, selected four days before, 
from the pen in the Temple. The Representatives having 


15 
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laid their hands on its head, it was slaughtered with tlio head 
to the west side of the Temple, and the blood caught in a 
bowl, and stirred continually, to prevent its curdling and 
becoming unfit for sprinkling. 

The incense offering was now kindled. At the tinkling of 
a bell, the people in the inner forecourt began to pray, and 
the priests whose lot it was entered the Holy Place. The 
first brought out the censer last used, praying and walking 
backward as he retired. The blood of the lamb was sprinkled 
on the four sides of the Great Altar as soon as he reappeared. 

A second priest having now extinguished five of the seven 
lamps of the golden candlestick in the Holy Place, a third 
took in a glowing censer and laid it on the altar, prayed, 
and retired backwards. A fourth now went in, handed the 
censer to an assistant who followed, shook incense on the 
coals, prayed, and retired. The two remaining lights were 
then extinguished, and the offering ended. 

The skin was now stripped from the slain lamb, the bowels 
taken out and washed, the body cut in pieces, laid on a 
marble table, and salted. The food or meat-offering of meal, 
ipixed with oil, and strewed with incense, was then prepared, 
and a fixed measure of wine poured into a costly cup for tho 
drink-offering. It was now sunrise. 

As the Run rose, the nine pieces of the sacrifice were lifted 
by nine priests, and carried to the Great Altar, in order- 
laid on it and consumed—the other priests and the people 
repeating morning prayer. The meat-offering was then laid 
on the altar, salt and incense added, and then a handlul of it 
was thrown on the altar fire, the rest falling to the priest as 
his perquisite. Twelve cakes, the bread-offering of the high 
priest, were next burned, after being strewn with salt. Every 
detail had occnpied a separate priest, and now another poured 
the wine of the drink-offering into a silver funnel in the altar, 
through which it ran into a conduit underneath. 


The 

priests 


morning 

sounded 


sacrifice was now over 


Porthwith two 


their trumpets nine times, and twelve 


Levites, standing on a raised platform in the Court of tbo 
Priests, recited the psalms of the day to the music of their 
instruments, and then came the ancient priestly benediction 
— The Lord bless thee and keep tliee ; the Lord make Ilia 
& ce shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee; the Lord 
lilt up His countenance upon thee, and grant thee peace.” 1 


i Hum. vi. 24-26. 
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Voluntary offerings, and those required on special grounds, 
occupied the priests, for a time, after the morning sacrifice. 
At three in the afternoon the evening sacrifice and incense 
offering presented the same details, the victim being left on 
the altar to burn away through the night. At sunset the 
Sch’ma was read again, and the evening prayer offered; 
the seven lamps in the Holy Place again kindled and left 
to burn till mor nin g, and all the vessels cleaned by the 
Levites, and made ready for next day. 

This daily service was no doubt watched by the child 
Jesus, who now, for the first time, saw the priests in His 
Father’s house at their ministrations. But the city itself 
would be sure to arrest His notice. At early dawn he would 
hear the trumpets of the Roman garrison in Antonia, and 
see the booths open shortly after, on the Mount of Olives. 
Three trumpet blasts from the Temple had already waked 
the slumbering citizens and pilgrims, and the first beams 
of the sun had announced the hour of morning prayer. 
The streets had already filled in the twilight, for the Oriental, 


in all ages, has been an early riser. 


Sheep and cattle 


dealers, and money-changers, were hurrying to the Court of 
the Heathen. Worshinners were thronedner across the 


the Heathen. Worshippers were thronging across the 
Xystus bridge from the Upper City to the Temple, and 
through the Market gate, from the Lower Town, along all 
the streets. The countless synagogues were open for morn- 


bridg'e 

o 


ing service. Men wearing the Greek dress, and speaking 
Greek, had gathered in some, and other nationalities in 
others. 


With the first sight of the risen sun evei*y one bowed his 
head in prayer, wherever at the moment he might be. 
Yonder a Pharisee, who has purposely let the hour overtake 
him, in the street, suddenly stops, and puts his Tephillin , 1 
broader and larger than common, on his forehead and aim. 
The olive-gatherer, with his basket, prays where he is, in the 
tree. Pilgrims and citizens are alike bent in prayer. 

It was an uneasy time when Jesus first visited Jerusalem. 
Archelaus had been banished two years before, and the 
hateful race of the Edomites no longer reigned in the palace 
on Zion, but the hopes built on the change to direct govern¬ 
ment by a Roman Procurator had not been fulfilled. Judea 
was uow only a part of the Roman province, and the first 
act of the direct imperial rule had been to make a census of 


1 Matt, xxiii. 5. 
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the whole country for heathen taxes. Galilee and Judea, 
alike, had been in wild insurrection, which had been 
quenched in blood. Men spoke with bated breath, but were 
at one in deadly hatred of the foreigner, and in the yearning 
hope that the Messiah might soon appear to drive him out. 

The great bazaar in the Lower New Town was early full 
of bustle. It was a long street, crowded with stalls, booths, 
and shops. Fine bread of the wheat of Ephraim was soli 
after the second day of the feast. Cakes of tigs and raisins ; 
fish of different kinds from the Sea of Tiberias; wood-work 
of all kinds, filled the open stalls. Dibs—the syrup of 
grapes—had many sellers, and there were booths for 
Egyptian lentiles, and even for cinnamon and pepper. 
Mechanics plied their trades in the streets, too busy to rise 
even when a great Rabbi passed. In the side streets trades 
of every kind tilled the roadway. Potters were busy in their 
sheds; fruiterers offered choice Jerusalem figs from guldens 
made rich with the blood of the sacrifices; flax-beaters 
pounded their flax in the streets. The numbers of passing 
priests showed that Jerusalem was the Holy City. Levites, 
with their peculiar head-dress, and an outside pocket con¬ 
taining a small roll of the Law; Pharisees, with broad 
phylacteries and great fringes; Essenes in white, with the 
air of old prophets; gorgeous officials of the governor’s 
court, at present in the city—pilgrims in the costume of 
every land, and speaking a babel of languages—passed and 
repassed in endless variety. 1 

The people of Jerusalem might well value the feasts, for 
they bved by the vast numbers of pilgrims. The money 
spent by individuals, though little compared to the wealth 
which flowed yearly into the Temple treasury, from the 
whole Dispersion, was great in the aggregate. The gifts in 
money to the Temple might in part remain there; but doves, 
lambs, and oxen were needed for sacrifices, wood for the altar, 
and all liked to carry home memorials of Jerusalem. The 
countless priests and Levites, and officials connected with tlio 
Temple, caused a great circulation of money, and the building 
itself, and the requirements of its worship, involved constant 
expenditure. We need not, therefore, wonder that Jerusalem 
was wildly fanatical in its zeal for the Holy Place. It was 
bound to it not less by self-interest than by religious bigotry. 

Jerusalem, though by no means large, was the head- 

1 See JVlitzsch, HandicerkcrUbtn. passim. 
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quarters of tlie great religious institutions, as the capital of 
the theocracy. Countless scribes, rulers, presbyters, scholars, 
readers, and servants were connected with its schools and 
synagogues. It was the seat of all the famous teachers of 
the Law, the focus of controversy, the university town of the 
Rabbis, the battle-ground of religious parties,—the capital of 
the Jewish nation, in short, in a measure only possible from 
its having in its midst the one Temple of the race. It was 
the Delphi and Olympia of Israel, and ho w much more! * 
Such a city, at such a time, must have made lasting impres¬ 
sions on the boy Jesus. But His heart was set supremely 
on higher things than the merely outward and earthly. 
From His earliest years His mother’s faith in the mysterious 
words spoken by saints and angels respecting Him, even 
before His birth, must have shown itself in a thousand ways 
in her intercourse with Him, and have kindled wonderful 
thoughts in His boyish mind . 1 We cannot conceive the 
relations of His divine nature to the human, but it must be 
safe to follow the Gospels in their picture of Him as maturing 
year by year, from the simplicity of the child to the wisdom 
and strength of riper years. 

Physical and intellectual ripeness come early in the East. 
David, Herod, Hyrcanus, and Josephus showed, even in boy¬ 
hood, traits which in more backward climates mark much 
later years . 2 Josephus tells us that numbers of Jewish boys 
put to torture in Egypt, under Vespasian, after the fall of 
Masada, bore unflinchingly the utmost that could be inflicted 
on them, rather than own Caesar as their lord , 3 and even in 
our own day children in Palestine are so early matured that 
marriages of boys of thirteen and girls of eleven are not 
unknown . 4 Philo, in Christ’s day, notes different ages 
strangely enough to our ideas. “ At seven,” he says, “ a man 
is a logician and grammarian ; at fourteen mature, because 
a Die to be the father of a being like himself; while, at 
twenty-one, growth and bloom are over.” 5 “A son of five 
years,” says Juda Ben Tema, “ is to read the Scriptures, one 
of ten to give himself to the Mischna, of thirteen to the 
Commandments, of fifteen to the Talmud, of eighteen to 
marriage.” 6 

1 See Vaihinger in Herzog, vol. x. p. 41. 

3 Ant., xv. 10. 5; xii. 4. 6. Vit., 2. Bell. Jud., vii. 10. 1. 

4 Burckhardt, Travels, p. 570. Winer, Art. Ehe. 

• Philo, Leg. Alley., xlii. 1. • Firk. Aboth., v. 21. 
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The Rabbis, perhaps from the tradition that Moses left his 
father’s house when twelve years old, 1 that Samuel had 
begun to prophesy when he had finished his twelfth year, 2 
and that Solomon had delivered some of his famous judg¬ 
ments when as young/' had already in Christ’s day fixed that 
age as the close of boyhood and the opening of a manlier 
life. “After the completion of the twelfth year,” says the 
Talmud, “ a boy is to be considered a youth, 4 and is to keep 
the fast on the Day of Atonement. 5 Till he is thirteen his 
religious duties are to be performed for him by his father, 
but on his thirteenth birthday the parent is no longer 
answerable for his son’s sins.” 61 

Jesus, who had ended His twelfth year when taken up to 
the Passover, was thus already a “Son of the Law,” and, as 
such, required to perform all religious duties. The Tephillin 
or phylacteries had, doubtless, as was usual, been put on Him 
publicly in the synagogue of Nazareth, to mark the transition 
from boyhood, to remind Him that He was henceforth to 
wear them, to keep the fasts, to follow the laws of the Rabbis, 
and to think seriously of His future calling in life. 7 He 
would be much freer therefore, to go where He liked, without 
supervision, than a boy of the same age with us, and hence 
all Jerusalem, with its thousand wonders, lay before Him, to 
study as He chose. 

The week of the feast ended, Joseph and Mary turned 
their faefis towards home. The confusion and bustle around 
must have been indescribable. Any one who has seen the 
motley crowds of Easter pilgrims returning from the Jordan 
at the present day may have some faint idea of the scene. 
The start is always made at night, to escape the great heat 
of the day, and in the darkness, lighted only by torches, it 
needs care not to be trampled under foot. At narrow or 
difficult parts of the road the noise and confusion are be¬ 
wildering—women in terror of being trampled down by a 
long file of camels, tied one behind another; parents calling 
for lost children ; friends shouting for friends; muleteers 
and ass drivers beating and cursing their beasts; the whole 
wedged into a moving mass, all alike excited. 

As the distance from Jerusalem increased, and different 

* Talmud; qiioted in Nork, p. 131. * Job., Ant., v. 10. 4. 

* Lightfoot, llor. Heb., vol. iii. p. 43. 

4 Beravhoth , fol. 24. col. 1 in Nork’e Rabhinische QueUsn, p. 131. 

* Joma, fol. 82, col. 1. 9 Berethith Rabba, fol. 63. 

7 Talmud; quoted in Lightfoot, Hor. Heb., vol. iii. p. 43. 
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divisions branched off to different roads, danger would cease, 
and the scene become more picturesque. Veiled women and 
venerable men would pass, mounted on camels, mules, or 
perhaps horses; younger men walking alongside, staff in 
hand; children playing at the side of the path as the caval¬ 
cade slowly advanced; and the journey ever and anon be¬ 
guiled with tabret and pipe. Only when the pilgrims had 
thus got away from the first crowd, would it be possible for 
each group to know if all its members were safe. 

Among many others, some one of whose family had for the 
time been separated from them in the confusion, were Joseph 
and Mary. On reaching their first night’s encampment they 
discovered that the boy Jesus was not in the caravan. He 
had likely been missed earlier, but He might be with friends 
in some other part of the crowd. After seeking diligently® 
for Him, however, without success, they were greatly alarmed. 
Ami dst such vast multitudes He might be lost to them for 
ever. 

Nothing was left but to return to Jerusalem, which they 
re-entered on the evening of the second day. But they could 
learn nothing of Him till the day after, when, at last, they 
found Him in one of the schools of the Rabbis, held in the 
Temple courts. 

These schools were a characteristic of the times. They 
were open, and any one entering might answer or propose a 
question. 1 * The Rabbi sat on a high seat; his scholars on 
the ground, at his feet, in half-circles : their one study the 
Law, with its Rabbinical comments. 

In the school in which Jesus was found, a number of 
Rabbis 1 were present, perhaps because it was the Passover 
season. The gentle Hillel—the Looser—was perhaps still 
alive, and may possibly have been among them. The harsh 
and strict Shammai—the Binder—his old rival, had been 
long dead . 1 HiRel’s son, Rabban Simeon, and even his 
greater grandson, Gamaliel, the future teacher of St. Paul, 
may have been of the number, though Gamaliel would, then, 
like Jesus, be only a boy. Hanan, or Annas, son of Seth, 
had been just appointed 2 high priest, but did not likely see 
Him, as a boy, whom he was afterwards to crucify. Apart 
from the bitter hostility between the priests and the Rabbis, 
he would be too busy with his monopoly of doves for the 
Temple, to care for the discussions of the schools, for ho 


1 Luke ii. 46. 


* a.d. 7. 
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owned the shops for doves on Mount Olivet, and sold them 
for a piece of gold, though the Law had chosen them 1 * as 
offerings suited for the poorest from their commonness and 
cheapness. 

Among the famous men, then, apparently, living in Jeru¬ 
salem, was Rabbi Jochanan Ben Zacchai, afterwards reputed 
a prophet, from his once crying out—when the Temple gate 
opened of itself—“Temple, Temple, w T hy do you frighten us ? 
We know that thou will shortly be destroyed, for its says— 
‘ Open, Lebanon, thy gates, and let fire devour thy cedars.’ 
Jonathan Ben Uzziel, the Targumist, revered by his nation ; 
Rabbi Ben Buta, who, though of Shammai’s school, was 
almost as mild as Hillel, and, like him, had a great reputation 
for Rabbinical sanctity; now blind these many years, for 
Herod had put out his eyes ; Dosithai of Jcthma, a zealous 
opponent of Herod; Zadok, who had taken part in the rising 
of Judas the Gaulonite ; Boethos, father of one of Herod’s 
wives—the second Mariamne— 3 once high priest, and now the 
head of the courtly Herodiau aud Roman party ; Nicodemus, 
who afterwards came to Jesus by night, and the rich Joseph 
of Arimathea,—in a grave given by whom Jesus was after¬ 
wards to lie, were all apparently, then alive. 4 But we can 
only conjecture in whose presence Jesus sat, for dates are 
sadly wanting. One picture alone survives in Scripture, of 
Hebrew boyhood in its noblest beauty—that of David, with 
his lustrous eyes, auburn hair, and lovely features. 5 It is no 
great stretch of fancy to believe that. He who was at once 
David’s heir and his lord—the Son of David in a sense higher 
than man had dreamed—realized the name not less in Ilis 
personal beauty than in other respects. The passion of His 
soul—to learn more of His Father’s business*—had led Him 
naturally to the famed schools in His Fnther’s house, where 
the wisest and most learned of His nation made the holy 
books, in which that Father’s will was revealed, their lifelong 
study. The mystery of His own nature and of His relations to 
His Father in Heaven was dawning on Him more and more. 
His mother’s words, from time to time, had daily a deeper 
and more wondrous significance, and His sinless spirit lived 
in ever growing communion with unseen and eternal re* 

1 Dercnbourg, p. 460. 

* Quoted from the Talmud, in Delitzsch, Dutch KrankheiL 

* Artt., zv. 9. 3. Bell. Jud., i. 28. 4. 

4 llicott’s Lecturet on the Life of Christ, p. 92. 

* Sam. xvi. 11; xvii. 42. 
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alities. He had naturally, therefore, sought those who could 
open for Him the fountains of Heavenly wisdom for which 
His whole being panted, and was the keenest listener, and the 
most eager in His questions, of all the group seated at their 
feet. The days would come when no further growth was 
possible, and then He would sit in the courts of the same 
Temple, as a teacher who needed no human help. As yet, 
however, He could not honour His Father more than by seek¬ 
ing, as a child, to know His holy Word from its accredited 
expounders . 1 Enthusiasm so pure and lofty in one so young, 
lighting up the beauty of such eyes and features, may well 
have filled the heart of the gravest Rabbi with wonder and 
delight. 

In this school of the Rabbis Mary and Joseph found Him, 
sitting on the ground, with others, at the feet of the half- 
circle of “ doctors,” His whole soul so absorbed in the Law 
and the Prophets that He had forgotten all other thoughts : 
His family circle—the flight of time. It was no wonder to 
find Him in such a place, for as “ a Son of the Law ” it was 
only what a Jew expected, but it might well amaze them 
that He had been so engrossed with such matters as to be 
still there, after the feast was over, and not only Mary and 
Joseph, but the great throng of pilgrims, had left for home. 
As befitted her higher relationship, and with the greater 
zeal natural to a mother’s love in such a case, she, not 
Joseph, spoke. “ Son,” said she, “ why hast Thou thus dealt 
with us ? Behold, Thy father and I have sought Thee sor¬ 
rowing.” It seemed so strange that one so gentle, docile, and 
loving, who had never given them an anxious thought by any 
childish frowardness, should cause them such pain and alarm. 
The answer, gentle and lofty, must have fallen on Mary’s 
heart as a soft rebuke, though she could not understand its 
fulness of meaning : “ How is it that ye sought Me ? There 
w'as no place where I could so surely be as in My Father’s 
house—there were no matters which could so rightfully fill 
My thoughts as His? ” Her Son was outgrowing His child¬ 
hood : the light of a higher world was breaking in on His 
soul; the claims of the home of Nazareth were fading before 
others infinitely greater and holier. 

A sinless childhood had made the past a long dream of 
peace and love in the home at Nazareth, and this only 
deepened as the simplicity of early years passed into the ripe¬ 
ness of a perfect manhood. Though He must have felt the 
growing distance between Himself and Joseph, or even Mary: 
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their weakness and His own strength; their simplicity o.nd 
His own wisdom; their frail humanity, touched by daily sin. 
and His own pure and sinless nature, He remained subject to 
them, as if only like others. If ever there was a son who 
might have been expected to claim independence it was He, 
and yet, to sanctify and enforce filial obedience for ever, He 
lived on, under their humble roof, exemplary in the implicit 
and far-reaching obedience of a Jewish youth to his parents. 1 * 



CHAPTER XVI. 


EARLY YEARS. 

TTIOR nearly eighteen years after the Passover visit to 
-L Jerusalem, a deep obscurity rests over the life of Jesus. 
Like His cousin John, or the shepherd Moses, or the youthful 
David, He came before the world at last, only after a Jong 
and humble seclusion. The quiet valley and hills of Nazareth 
saw Him gradually ripen into youth and manhood—as son, 
brother, citizen, neighbour, friend—like others. 1 There was 
no sudden or miraculous disclosure of His Divine greatness. 
Like the grain in the fields beneath His early home, His 
growth was imperceptible. The white, flat-roofed houses of 
to-dav are, doubtless, much the same as those amidst which 
He played as a child, and lived as a man; vines shading the 
walls; doves sunning themselves on the flat roofs; the 
arrangements, within, as simple, as they are unpretending, 
without. A few mats on the floor, a built seat running along 
the wall, spread with some modest cushions and the bright 
quilts on which the inmates sleep at night, and serving by 
day as shelf for the few dishes in common use ; a painted 
chest in the corner; some large clay water jars, their mouths 
filled, perhaps, with sweet herbs, to keep the contents cool 
and fresh; the only light that entering by the open door; a 
low, round, painted, wooden stool, brought, at meals, into 
the middle of the room, to hold the tray and dish, round 
which the household sit, with crossed knees, on mats—supply 
the picture of a house at Nazareth of the humbler type. It 
may be that differences in details were found in early times, 
for many of the houses of ancient Chorazin are yet tolerably 
perfect, and show some variations from present dwellings. 
Generally square, they ranged downwards in size, from about 
30 feet each way, and had one or two columns in the centre, 
to support the flat roof. The walls, which are still, in some 

cases, six feet high, and about two feet thick, were built of 

■ 

1 Luke ii. 53. 
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masonry or of loose blocks of basalt, Cliorazin being on the 
volcanic edge of the Sea of Galilee, and not, like Nazareth, 
on limestone hills. A low doorway opened in the centre of 
one of the walls, and each house had windows a foot high 
and about six inches broad. But, like the houses of to-day, 

most had only one chamber, though some were divided into 
four. 1 

In the shelter of some such home, in one of the narrow, 
stony streets of Nazareth, Jesus grew up. On the hill-eides, 
in the little crossways between the houses, in the rude 
gardens, in the fields below the town, beside the bounteous 
fountain outside the houses, near the road—from which the 
village mothers and daughters still bear the water for their 
households—He was a child amoug other children. As He 
grew, year by year, His great eyes would shine with a spiri¬ 
tual brightness, and His mind would be filled with strange 
loneliness that would separate Him from most. He must, 
inevitably, have, early, seemed as if raised above everything 
earthly, and no impure word or thought would appear befit¬ 
ting in His presence. As a growing lad, He would already 
feel the isolation which, in His later years, became so extreme, 
for how could sinlessness be at home with sin and weakness ? 
He would seek the society of the elders rather than of the 
young, and, while devoted to Joseph, would be altogether so 
to His mother. The habits of His later life let us imagine 
that, even in His youth, He often withdrew to the loneliest 
retreats in the mountains and valleys round, and we may 
fancy that Mary, knowing His ways, would cease, after a 
time, to wonder where He was. 9 One height, we may be 
sure, was often visited: the mountain-top above the village, 
from which His eye could wander over the wondrous land¬ 


scape. 

The Passover, though the greatest religious solemnity of 
the year, was only one in a continually recurring senes. 
Fonr times each year, in July, October, January, and March, 
different events in the national history would be more or less 
strictly observed in the Jewish community at Nazareth. 
Special fasts were, moreover, ordered, from time to time, in 


seasons of public danger or distress. These days, set apart 
for repentance and prayer, excited a general and deep re¬ 
ligious feeling. At all times striking, they sometimes, in 


1 Recovery of Palestine, p. 847. 

* See Delitzsch’s Dutch Krankheit, p. 165. 
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exceptional cases, were singularly impressive. On special 
public humiliations all the people covered themselves with 
sackcloth, and strewed ashes on their heads, as they stood 
before the Reader’s desk, brought from the synagogue into 
some open place, and similarly draped in mourning. Jesus 
must have seen this, and how ashes were put on the heads of 
the local judges and rulers of the synagogue, on such a day, 
and He must have listened to the Rabbi calling on all present 
to repent, and to the prayers and penitential psalms which 
followed, and to the trumpets 1 wailing at the close of each. 
He may have gone with Joseph and all the congregation, 
when the service ended, to the burial-place of the village to 
lament. 

But such sadness was by no means the characteristic of the 
national religion. Fifty days after the Passover, multitudes 
were once more in motion towards Jerusalem, to attend the 
Feast of Weeks, or First-Fruits. The vast numbers present 
at it are recorded in the second chapter of the Acts. It was 
one of the three great festivities of the year, and there can 
be little doubt that in His Nazareth life Jesus and the house¬ 
hold of Joseph, as a whole, took part in so great and universal 
a rejoicing. 

The intending pilgrims in Nazareth and the district round 
met in the town, as a convenient centre, to arrange for the 
journey. As before the Passover, however, no one slept in 
any house immediately before starting, all going out into the 
open country and sleeping somewhere in the open air, lest a 
death might happen where they lodged, and defile them, so 
that they could not keep the feast. They had to be in 
Jerusalem before the 6th of Siwan (June), on which and the 
7th the feast was held, and, therefore, set off some days before. 
The early harvest was mostly over, so that many could go. 
Wives, unmarried sisters, and children accompanied not a 
few. Flocks of sheep and oxen, for sacrifice and feasting, 

along with the bands of pilgrims, and 
strings of asses and camels, laden with provisions and simple 
necessaries, or with free-will gifts to the Temple, or bearing 
the old or feeble, lengthened the train. Every one wore 
festal clothes, and not a few carried garlands and wreaths of 
flowers. The cool banks of streams, or some well, offered 
resting-places by the way, and the pure water, with melons, 
dates, or cucumbers, sufficed for their simple food. Different 


were driven gently 


1 Jost, vol. i. p. 185. 
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bands united as they passed fresh towns and villages. All 
were roused, each morning, with the cry, “ Rise, let us go up 
to Zion, to the Eternal, our God!” The offerings of first- 
fruits—the choicest of the year—in baskets of willows, or 
even of gold or silver; doves for buirit-offerings, with their 
wings bound, and the ox, intended for a peace-offering,—its 
horns gilded, and bound with wreaths of olive,—went first. 
Flutes forthwith struck up, and the cavalcade moved on, to 
the chant, “I was glad when they said to me, We shall go 
into the house of the Lord.” 1 Similar hvmns cheered them 
ever and anon on each day’s march. When within sight of 
Jerusalem, all was enthusiasm. Many threw themselves 
on their knees in devotion, lifting their hands to heaven. 
Presently all burst into the grand ode, “ Beautiful for situa¬ 
tion, the joy of the whole earth is Mount Zion, on the sides 
of the North, the city of the great King ”—the excitement 
culminating in the climax—“ For this God is our God for 
ever and ever; He will be our guide even unto death.” A 
halt was now made to get everything in order. All arrayed 
themselves to the best advantage. The wheatsheaves were 

o 

wreathed with lilies and the first-fruits bedded in flowers, and 
set out as effectively as possible. Each company unrolled its 
banner, bearing the name of the town or village from which 
it came. When near the city, priests in their white robes 
came out to meet them, accompanied by a throng of citizens 
in holiday dress; and as they entered the gates they sang 
aloud to the accompaniment of flutes, the Psalm, “I was glad 
w hen they said to me, Let us go into the house of the Lord. 
Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem.” 2 The 
workmen at their trades in the streets, or at their doors, rose 
in honour of the procession as it passed, with the greeting, 
“ Men of Nazareth (or elsew'here), w elcome ! ” a great crowd 
as they advanced, filling the air w T ith gladness. At the 
Temple hill, every one, rich and poor—for all shared in these 
processions—took his basket on liis shoulder and ascended to 
the Court of the Men, where the Levites met them, and fell 
into the procession, singing, to the sound of their instruments, 
the Psalm, beginning, “Hallelujah! Praise God in His 
sanctuary; praise Him in the firmament of His power.” 3 
‘ I thank Thee, O Lord, for Thou hast heard me, and hast 
not let mine enemies rejoice over me.” 4 The doves hanging 
from the baskets were now handed to the priests for burnt 


1 Pb. exxii. 1. 


* Pb. exxii. 2. 


• Pb. cl. 
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offerings, and the first-fruits and gifts delivered, with the 
words prescribed by Moses, “ I profess this day unto the 
Lord thy God that I am come into the country which the 
Lord sware to our fathers to give us. 1 And now, behold, I 
have brought the first-fruits of the land, which Thou, 0 
Lord, hast given me.” The pilgrims then left the Temple, 
followed by a great throng, some to lodge with relations and 
friends, others with some of the many hosts inviting them. 

There can be little doubt that Jesus was more than once 
a spectator of such rejoicings, and often in His earlier years 
saw the vast encampments of pilgrims from every part, round 
the city: the tents spread on each house-top to lodge the 
overflowing visitors; the windows and doors decked with 
branches of trees, and garlands and festoons of flowers, the 
streets fluttering with banners wreathed wfth roses and lilies, 
and filled with gay throngs. 

In the month of August another festivity drew many from 
Nazareth to Jerusalem. In the middle of that month 2 the 
wood for the Temple, which all Jews had to contribute, was 
taken to the capital with great rejoicings. The 1st of Octo¬ 


ber,’’ which was celebrated as New Tear’s Day, or the Feast 
of Trumpets, was the next event in the religious calendar of 
the months. As the day of the first new moon of the year, 
it was ushered in, over the land, by a blast of trumpets,* 
and special sacrifices were offered in Jerusalem. No work 
was done. It was the day, in the eyes of the Jew, on which 
an account was taken by God of the acts of the past year; 
the day of judgment, 4 on which the destiny of every one 
for the coming year was written in the Heavenly books. 
It was a fast, therefore, rather than a festival. The syna¬ 
gogues were visited earlier than usual for a week before it; 
special prayers were offered, and no one ate till mid-day or 
even till sunset. In the synagogue of Nazareth, as elsewhere, 
its eve was like that of a Sabbath. It must have been a 
great event in a household like that of Joseph. 5 

The eight days that followed were the Jewish Lent, in pre¬ 
paration for the Day of Atonement, 6 a time so solemn and 
sacred that it was known as the day. 7 It was a Sabbath of 


1 Dent. xxvi. 3, 10. 8 The 15th of Ab. 

* Tir-ri. It is not exactly the same as our October, however. 

4 D1' Cyclo. Bib. Lit., Art. New Year. 6 Cohen, p. 251. 

• 10th Tisri (October). 7 In Talmud KDI' 
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Sabbaths: a day of entire rest. 1 The entire people fasted 
during the twenty-four hours. 2 Worldly and household 
affairs were neglected ; no one even bathed. The whole day 
was spent in the synagogue, where each stood wrapped in 
the white shroud, and wearing the white cap, in which he 
was hereafter to be buried. 3 As was befitting, all disputes 
between friends and neighbours were required to be settled 
before it began. Each made a formal confession of his sins 
before God, in words duly prescribed. It was the most 
solemn day of the Jewish year. 

In the Temple the high priest alone officiated. Jesus 
would early hear how, for seven days before, he had gone 
through daily rehearsals of every rite, for fear of his intro¬ 
ducing Sadducean innovations, and had been cleansed by 
sprinklings of holy water. 4 He would hear how the night 
before the great day was spent in reading to him, or hearing 
him read aloud, to keep him awake, for he must not sleep till 
after next sunset. How must He have felt the puerility of 
Rabbinism when He learned that the supreme pontiff of the 
nation had to change his dress, on the great day, six times, 
to wash his hands and feet eight times, and to bathe his 
whole body five times, between dawn and sunset! 6 The high 
priest entered the Holy of Holies four times, 6 to offer incense, 
to pray, to sprinkle the blood of a goat towards the mercy 
seat; and, at the close, to bring out the censer. Jesus must 
often have seen him, clad in white, his golden robes laid 
aside, with bare feet and covered head, drawing aside the 
veil, and passing alone into the awful darkness which no one 
but he ever invaded, and he only on this one day of the year, b 
Rites so countless and intricate that even the historian of 
Judaism will not attempt to recount them: 7 the services of 
hundreds of priests, 9 the whole culminating in a threefold 
confession of sin for the nation : the utterance ten times of 
the mysterious name of God, and the formal absolution of 
Israel with the sprinkling of blood : the vast congregation of 
worshippers prostrating themselves on the earth three times, 
with the cry, “ Blessed be His glorious name for ever,” at 
each utterance of the awful name, the high priest respond- 


1 Based on Lev. xvi. 1-34; xxiii. 23-92. Num. xiii. 7-11. 

* Jott, vol. i. p. 181. * Pretzel , Art. Fatten . Herzog , vol. iv. p. 934 

4 Num. xix. 13. Jott, vol. i. p. 162. * Jott, vol. i. p. 163. 

* Some say five times. * Jott, vol. i. p. 1G4. 

1 Far over 600. Sehilte Hagg. 
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mg after each shout, “Ye are clean!” were all seen and 
watched, again and again, by the future Saviour. 

These high solemnities over, the day ended in a reaction 
natural to the East. No sooner had the exhausted high 
priest left the Temple, accompanied by throngs, to congratu¬ 
late him on his safety, than a religious feast began at Jeru¬ 
salem, and, we may be sure, over all the land. The gardens 
below Mount Zion, and round the walls, were gay with the 
maidens of the city, dressed in ■white, gone to meet the 
youths, who were to choose their future wives, that evening, 
from among them. 

o 

Five da ys later came the closing great feast of the year— 
that of Tabernacles, with its rejoicings—one of the three 
great annual festivals at which every Israelite was required, 
if possible, to make a journey to Jerusalem. It celebrated 
the Forty Years’ Wandering in tents, but it was also the 
great harvest thanksgiving for the fruits of the year, now 
fully gathered. 0 Like others, Jesus, doubtless, often lived 
for the week, at least by day, in booths of living twigs, 
which rose in everv court, on every roof, and in the streets 

t/ ' ' 

and open places of Jerusalem, d —and watched the crowds 
bearing offerings of the best of their fruit to the Temple: 
each carrying a palm or citron branch as a sign of joy. 
The merry feasting in every house: the illuminated city: 
the universal joy, were familiar to Him. 1 

The 25th of Kislew—our December—commemorated the 


re-opening of the Temple 0 by Judas Maccaboeus, after its 
profanation by the Syrians. 2 It brought another week of 
universal rejoicings. All through the land the people assem¬ 
bled in their synagogues, carrying branches of palm and 
other trees in their hands, and held jubilant services. No 
fast or mourning could commence during the feast, and a 
blaze of lamps, lanterns, and torches illuminated every house, 
within and without, each evening. 3 In Jerusalem the Temple 
itself was thus lighted up. The young of every household 
heard the stirring deeds of the Maccabees, to rouse them to 
noble emulation, and with these were linked the story of the 
heroic Judith and the Assyrian Holofernes. There was no 
child in Nazareth that did not know them. 

The Feast of Purim brightened the interval between that 
of Tabernacles and the Passover. It was held on the 14th 


1 Winer, R. W. R., Art. Lauhhvtte'i/mt. * 1 Macc. iv. 52-69. 

a 1 Macc. iv. 52-59. 2 Macc. x. 6. 

16 
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and 15th Adar—part of onr February and March—to 
embody the national joy at the deliverance, by Esther, of 
their forefathers in Persia, from the designs of Haman. The 
whole book of Esther was read at the synagogue service of 
the evening before, to keep the memory of the great event 
alive; the children raising their loudest and angriest cries 
at every mention of the name of Haman ; the congregation 
stamping on the floor, with Eastern demonstrativeness, and 
imprecating, from every voice, the curse, “ Let his name be 
blotted out. The name of the wicked shall rot.” Year by 
year, in the Nazareth synagogue, Jesus must have seen and 
heard all this, and how the Reader tried to read in one 
breath, the verses in which Haman and his sous are jointly 
mentioned, to show that they were hanged together. 

Such was the Jewish religious year, with its fifty-nine 
feast days and its background of fastings, as it passed before 
the eyes of Jesus. 1 Each incident had its special religious 
colouring, and the aggregate influence, constantly recurring, 
impressed itself in a thousand ways on the national language, 
thoughts, and life. Religion and politics, moreover, are 
identical in a theocracy, and thus the two principles which 
most powerfully move mankind constantly agitated every 
breast. In such an atmosphere Christ spent His whole 
earthly life. 

But neither the synagogue services, nor the feasts at 
Jerusalem, which the Galiltrans delighted to attend, were 
the supreme influences, humanly speaking, in the growth of 
Jesus in “wisdom.” Like the teaching of the Rabbis, they 
were only so many aids to the understanding of that s:u*red 
book, in which His heavenly Father had revealed Himself to 
Israel. The Gospels show, in every page, that, like Timothy, a 
Jesus, from a child, knew “the Holy Scriptures.” In snob 
a household as that of Joseph, we may be sure that they 
were in daily use, for there, if anywhere, the Rabbinical 
rule would be strictly observed, that “ three who eat together 
without talking of the Law, are as if they were eating 
(heathen) sacrifices.” The directness, joy, and naturalness 
of Christ’s religion speak of the unconstrained and holy 
influences around Him in early years. A wise and tender 
guidance in the things of God, leading the way to heaven, 
as well as pointing it out, must have marked both Mary and 
Joseph. The fond pictures of home and childhood in the 


1 Wiiur, Art. Fette. 


* 2 Tim. iii. 15. 


* Pirke Aboth, iii. 6. 
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of Heaven ; the picture of a father powerless 


Gospels, speak of personal recollections. The allusions to 
the innocent playing of children; to their being nearest the 
Kingdom 

o 

against his child’s entreaty; and that touching outburst at 
His own homelessness, compared even with the birds and the 
foxes, 1 * show how Christ’s mind went back, through life, to 
the pure and happy memories of Nazareth. 

Mary and Joseph, we can scarcely doubt, were, themselves, 
the earliest teachers of Jesus. At their knees He must have 
first learned to read the Scriptures. Pious Jewish parents 
took especial care to have a manuscript of the Law, in the 
old Hebrew characters, as their especial domestic treasure. 
Even so early as the Asmonean kings, such rolls were so 
common in private houses,- that the fury of the Syrian king, 
who wished to introduce the Greek customs and religion, 
was especially directed against them. In Joseph’s day, the 
supreme influence of the Rabbis and Pharisees must have 
deepened into a passion the desire to possess such a symb.il 
of loyalty to the faith of Israel. Richer families would 
have a complete copy of the Old Testament, on parchment, 
or on Egyptian papyrus ; humbler homes would boast a copy 
of the Law, or a Psalter, and all, alike, gloried in the verses 
on their door-posts and in their phylacteries. 3 Children had 
small rolls, containing the Sch’ma, or the Hallel, or the 
history of Creation to the flood, or the first eight chapters of 
Leviticus. 4 

From the modest but priceless instructions of home, Jesus 
would, doubtless, pass to the school in the synagogue, where 
He would learn more of the Law, and be taught to write, 5 or 
rather, to print,—for His writing would be in the old Hebrew 
characters—the only ones then in use. 

His deep knowledge of the Scriptures shows itself through¬ 
out the Gospels. He has a quotation ready to meet every 
hostile question. It was so profound that it forced even His 
enemies to recognise Him as a Rabbi. His frequent retort 
on the Rabbis themselves—“ Have ye not read P ” 6 and the 
deep insight into the spirit of Scripture, which opposes to 
rubrics and forms the quickening power of a higher life, 


1 Matt. viii. 20 ; xi. 16 ; xix. 13-15. Luke xv. 12. 

3 1 Macc. i. 56, 57- Jos., Ant., xii. 5. 4. 

3 Dent. vi. 8, 9. Lev. xiii. 9. Deut. xi. 18. Jos., Ant., iv. 8. 13. 

Dent. vi. 4^6; xi. 13-22; vi. 4-10. Exod. xiii. 8, 9. 

* Herzfeld, vol. iii. p. 267. 5 John viii. 8. 

* Matt. xii. 3 ; xix. 4; xxi. 16, 42; xxii. 31. Mark ii. 25. 
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prove how intensely He most have studied the sacred books, 
and that the zeal that drew Him, in His boyhood, to the 
Temple school at Jerusalem, to hear them explained, was the 
sacred passion of His life. In the Gospels we find two quo¬ 
tations from Genesis, two from Exodus, one from Numbers, 
two from Deuteronomy, seven from the Psalms, five from 
Isaiah, one from Hosca, one from JoDah, two from Maluehi, 
two from Daniel, one from Micah, and one from Zcchariah, 
respectively. 1 The whole of the Old Testament was as 
familiar to Him as the Magnificat shows it to have been to 
His mother, Mary.* It was from the clear fountain of the 
ancient oracles His childhood drank in the wisdom that 
cometh from above. 'They had been His only school-book, 
and they were the unwearying joy of His whole life. From 
them He taught the higher spiritual worship which contrasted 
so strongly with the •worship of the letter. It was to them 
He appealed when He rejected what was worthless and 
trifling in the religious teaching of His day. 

The long years of retired and humble life in Nazareth 
were passed in no ignoble idleness and dependence. Tho 
people of the town knew Jesus as, like Joseph, a carpenter, 1 
labouring for His daily bread at the occupations which offered 
themselves in His calling. Study and handiwork were 
familiarly associated in the Jewish mind, and carried with 
them no such ideas of incompatibility as with us. “ Love 
handiwork,” 6aid Shemaia, a teacher of Hillel, 2 and it was a 
proverbial saying in the family of Gamaliel, that to unite 
the study of the Law with a trade kept away sin, whereas 
study alone w r as dangerous and disappointing. 3 Rabbis who 
gave a third of the day to study, a thin! to prayer, and a 
third to labour, are mentioned with special honour. Stories 
were fondly told of famous teachers carrying their work-stools 
to their schools, and how Rabbi Phinehas was working as a 
mason when chosen as high-priest. 1 Of the Rabbis in honour 
in Christ’s day or later, some were millers, others carpenters, 
cobblers, tailors, bakers, surgeons, builders, surveyors, money¬ 
changers, scribes, carriers, smiths, and even sextons. 6 In a 
nation where no teacher could receive payment for liis in¬ 
structions the honest industry which gained self-support 
brought no false shame. 

1 Mark vi. 8. • P. Aboth, i 10. 

• P. Aboth, ii. 2. 4 Sijra , erf. Mulbim. f. 102 h. 

* Delitzech, Lehrttand *. Uandverk, p. 75. 
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The years at Nazareth must have been diligently used in 
the observation of the great book of nature, and of man, as 
well as of written revelation. The Gospels show, throughout, 
that nothing escaped the eye of Jesus. The lilies and the 
grass of the held, as He paints them in the Sermon on the 
Mount; the heu, as it gathers its young, in its mother’s love, 
under its widespread wings; the birds of the air, as they eat 
and drink, without care, from the bounty around them; the 
lambs which run to follow the shepherd, but sometimes go 
astray and are lost in the wilderness; the dogs so familiar 
in Eastern cities; the foxes that make their holes in the 
thickets ; the silent plants and flowers, the humble life of the 
creatures of the woods, the air, the fold, and the street, were 
all, alike, noticed in these early years of preparation. Nor 
was man neglected. The sports of childhood ; the rejoicings 
of riper life ; the bride and the bridegroom ; the mourner and 
the dead ; the castles and palaces of princes, and the silken 
robes of the great; the rich owners of field and vineyard; the 
steward, the travelling merchant, the beggar, the debtor; the 
toil of the sower and of the labourer in the vineyard, or of 
the fisher on the lake; the sweat of the worker; the sighs 
of those in chains, or in the dungeon, were seen, and heard, 
and remembered. Nor did He rest merely in superficial 
observation. The possessions, joys, and sufferings of men, 
their words and acts, their customs, their pride or humility, 
pretence or sincerity, failings or merits, were treasured as 
materials from which, one day, to paint them to themselves. 
He had, moreover, the same keen eye to note the good in 
those round Him as their unworthy striving and planning, 
their avarice, ambition, passion, or selfishness. It is, indeed, 
the noblest characteristic in this constant keen-sightedness, 
that amidst all the imperfections and faults prevailing, He 
never failed to evoke the hidden good which He often saw 
even in the most hopeless. 1 * 

Publicans and sinners were not rejected. Even in them 
He discovered a better self. In Zaccheus He sees a son of 
Abraham; in Mary Magdalene He gains a weeping penitent, 
and in the dying robber He welcomes back a returning 
prodigal. Nor was it mere intellectual penetration that thus 
laid bare the secrets of every heart. His search of the bosom 
is pervaded throughout with the breath of the warmest love. 1 
As the brother and friend of all, who has come to seek and to 

1 Matt. vii. 9-11; xii. 35. Luke xiii. 16 ; xix. 9. 
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pave that which was lost, 1 He looks at men with eyes of in* 
finite pity, whatever their race. 

The life of Nazareth, in its qniet and obscurity, is passed 
over in a few lines by the Evangelists; but in the counsels 
of God it had its full and all-wise purpose, from first to last, 
as a preparation for the great work of the closing years of our 
Lord’s life. We cannot conceive of Him otherwise than as 
furnished from His first appearance in the world with all 
that was needful in its Saviour: as the incarnation of tho 
divine Word, though for a time silent; the Light which 
should shine in darkness, though still, for a time, concealed. 
He must have been marked out from all around Him by 
His higher spiritual nature, and separated by it from all 
fellowship with evil. 2 Yet, in His human nature, there must 
have been the same gradual development as in other men; 
such a development as, by its even and steadfast advance, 
made His life apparently in nothing different from that of 
His fellow townsmen, else they would not have felt the won¬ 
der at Him which they afterwards evinced. The laws and 
processes of ordinary human life must have been left to 
mould and form His manhood—the same hahits of inquiry ; 
the same need of the collision of mind with mind; of 
patience during long expectation ; of reconciliation to home 
duties and daily self-denials; of calm strength that leans 
only upon God. He must have looked out on the world of 
men from the calm retreat of those years as He, doubtless, 
often did on the matchless landscape from the hill above the 
village. The strength and weakness of the systems of the 
day; the lights and shadows of the human world, would he 
watched and noted with never-tiring survey, os were the 

hills and vallevs, the clouds and sunshine of the scene 

_ •/ 9 

around. Year after year passed, and still found Him at His 
daily toil, because His hour was not yet come. In gentle 
patience, in transparent blamclessness of life; in natural and 
ever-active goodness ; in tender love and ready favour to all 
around; loved, honoured, but half veiled in tho mysterious 
light of perfect manhood and kindling divinity, thirty years 
passed quietly away. 3 

1 On this subject see a fine passage in Keim's Jetu v. Nazara, vol. L 
pp. 444, 445 ; and anotber in Keim’s Chrintut, p. 10. 

* See Sermon by Schleiermacher, P> cditjtcn, ii. 66. 

a See a Sermon by Bobertsou of Brighton, vol. ii. p. 190. 
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LIFE UNDER THE LAW. 

*0 ESIDE S the humbler schools of the towns and villages, 

there were others in Jerusalem, and in some of the 
larger centres of population, in the days of Christ, in which 
a higher education was given by the Rabbis—the learned 
class of the nation. There was nothing, however, to attract 
Jesus to such schools, though He had been so eager in His 
attendance during His first brief visit to Jerusalem. It may 
be that even so short a trial was enough to show Him how 
little could be gained from them. 

The wonderful revival of Judaism under Ezra and his 
associates had had the most lasting effect on the nation. An 
order known, indifferently, as “Scribes,” 4 “Teachers of the 
Law,” or “Rabbis,” 1 gradually rose, who devoted themselves 
to the study of the Law exclusively, and became the recog¬ 
nised authorities in all matters connected with it. It had 
been a command of the Great Synagogue that those who 
were learned in the Law should zealously teach it to younger 
men, and, thus, schools rose erelong in which famous 
Rabbis gathered large numbers of students. The supreme 
distinction accorded to the Rabbi in society at large, in 
which he was by far the foremost personage: the exaggerated 
reverence claimed for his office by his order itself, and 
sanctioned by the superstitious homage of the people; the 
constant necessity for reference to its members, under a 
religion which prescribed rules for every detail of social or 
private life, and, not least, the fact that the dignity of a 
ltabbi was open to the humblest who acquired the necessary 
learning, made the schools very popular. As the son of a 
peasant, in the middle ages, if he entered the Church, might 
rise above the haughtiest noble, the son of a Jewish villager 
might rhe above even the high priest, by becoming a Rabbi. 

It was, doubtless, remembered, in Christ’s day, that some 

% 

1 Jo»t , vol. i. p. 93. 
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sixty years before, when the high priest had been returning 
from the Temple after the service of tlie Day of Atonement, 
attended, according to custom, by a crowd, to congratulate 
him on his having come safely from the terrors of the Awful 
Presence, and to escort him to his dwelling—two Rabbis 
having chanced to pa s by, the people left the high priest, 
greatly to his indignation, and paid reverence, instead, to the 
Teachers of the Law. 1 The most abject prostration of in¬ 
tellect and soul before any priesthood never surpassed that 
of the Jew before the Rabbi. 

From their scholars the Rabbis demanded the most pro¬ 
found reverence. “The honour,” says the Talmud, 2 “due 
to a Teacher borders on that due to God.” If a choice were* 
necessary between one’s father and a Rabbi, the Rabbi must 
have the preference. A father has only brought him into 
the world, but the Rabbi, who teaches him wisdom, brings 
him to the life hereafter. If one’s father and a Rabbi be 
carrying burdens, the burden of the Rabbi must be carried 
for him, and not that of the father. If one’s father and a 
Rabbi be both in prison, the Rabbi must first be redeemed, 
and only then, the father. 3 * The common discourse of a 
Rabbi was to be reverenced as much as the Law. 1 To dis¬ 
pute with one, or murmur against him, was a crime as great 
as to do the same towards the Almighty. 5 6 Their words must 
be received as words of the living God. c As in the blind 
passive obedience required from the Jesuits, b a scholar of the 
Rabbis was required to accept what his master taught, if he 
said that the left hand was the right. 7 A scholar who did 
not rise up before his Rabbi could not hope to live long, 
because “ he feareth not before God.” 0 It was a principle 
universally accepted that “ the sayings of the Scribes wen* 
weightier than those of the Law.” 0 

The transmission of the as yet unwritten opinions of 
former Rabbis—forming an ever-growing mass of tradition 
—was the special aim of the Rabbis of each age. In the 

1 Joat, vol. i. p. 251. 3 Quoted in Schiirer, p. 412. 

s liava Metzin, ii. 11, quoted by Gfrorer, vol. i. p. 168. 

* Eisenmenger, yol. i. p. 330. 

* Eiaenmeuger, vol. i. pp. 331, 332. The texts quoted in support of this 

are Nam. xx. 13 ; xxvi. 0. 

6 Eisenmenger , vol. i. pp. 456, 457. 

7 Eisenmenger, vol. i. p. 361. 

* Eccles. viii. 13. Eitenmenger, vol. i. p. 335. 

* Joat, vol. i. p. 03. 
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course of centuries many of the Mosaic laws had'become 
inapplicable to the altered state of things, and as their literal 
observance had become impossible, new prescriptions began 
to be invented, after the Return, to perpetuate their spirit. 
Many were virtually obsolete: others required careful ex¬ 
position by the Rabbis. The comments thus delivered 
formed, as time rolled on, a great body of unwritten law, 
which claimed equal authority with the law of Moses, and 
was necessarily known in any full degree only by the pro¬ 
fessional Rabbis, who devoted their lives to its study. It 
might be increased, but could never be altered or superseded 
in any particular. Once uttered, a Rabbi’s words remained 
law for ever, though they might be explained away and 
virtually ignored, while affected to be followed. 

Uniformity of belief and ritual practice was the one grand 
design of the founders of Judaism; the moulding the whole 
religious life of the nation to such a machine-like discipline 
as would make any variation from the cnstoms of the past 
well-nigh impossible. A universal, death-like conservatism, 
permitting no change in successive ages, was established, as 
the grand security for a separate national existence, by its 
isolating the Jew from all other races, and keeping him for 
ever apart. For this end, not only was that part of the 
Law which concerned the common life of the people—their 
Sabbaths, feast days, jubilees, offerings, sacrifices, tithes, the 
Temple and Synagogue worship, civil and criminal law, 
marriage, and the like—explained, commented on, and 
minutely ordered by the Rabbis, but also that portion of it 
which related only to the private duties of individuals in 
their daily religious life. Their food, their clothes, their 
journeys, their occupations: indeed, every act of their lives, 
and almost their every thought, w r ere brought under Rab¬ 
binical rules. To perpetuate the Law, a “hedge” of out¬ 
lying commands was set round it, which, in Christ’s day, had 


become so “ heavy and grievous a burden,” 1 that even the 
Talmud denounces it as a vexatious oppression . 2 So vast 
had the accumulation of precepts become, by an endless 
series of refined deductions from the Scriptures—often con¬ 


nected with them only by a very thin thread at best—that 


the Rabbis themselves have compared their laws on the 


proper keeping of the Sabbath to a mountain which hangs 
on a hair . 3 


1 Matt, xxiii. 4. 2 Sotn, f. 20. 

3 Hausrath, N. T. Z. G., vol. i. p. 89. 
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In the later Grecian age,* when heathen culture wa? 
patronized by the Sadducean high priests, and foreign 
customs were in increasing favour with the people, the 
Rabbis, who were the zealots or puritans of Judaism, sought 
to stem the flood of corruption, by enforcing increased strict¬ 
ness in the observance of the multitudinous precepts they 
had already established. From that time unconditional 
obedience was required to every Rabbinical law. 

A system which admitted no change : in which the least 
originality of thought was heresy: which required the 
mechanical labour of a lifetime to master its details, and 
which occupied its teachers with the most trifling casuistry, 
could have only one result—to degenerate, to a great extent, 
into puerilities and outward forms. 

It would be wearisome and uninteresting to quote, at any 
great length, illustrations of the working of such a scheme 
of ecclesiastical tyranny, in daily life, but an example or two 
will show the system to which Jesus opposed the freedom 
of a spiritual religion. It is difficult to realize the condition 
of a people who had submitted to such mental and bodily 
bondage. 

One of the great questions discussed by the Rabbis was 
ceremonial purity and defilement, a subject so wide that it 
gave rise to countless rules. Uncleanness could be con¬ 
tracted in many ways; among others, by the vessels used in 
eating, and hence it was a vital matter to know what might 
be used, and what must be avoided. In hollow dishes of 
clay or pottery, the inside and bottom contracted and caused 
uncleanness, but not the outside, and they could only bo 
cleansed by breaking. The pieces, however, might still 
defile, and hence it was keenly discussed how small the 
fragments must be to ensure safety. If «i dish or vessel had 
contained a log of oil, a fiagment could still defile that held 
as much oil as would anoint the great toe; if it had held 
from a log to a scab, the fragment, to be dangerous, must 
hold the fourth of a log; if it had held from two or three 
seahs to five, a piece of it could defile if it held a log. As, 
however, hollow earthen vessels contracted unclean ness only 
on the inside, not on the out, some could not become unclean 
—as, for instance, a flat plate without a rim, an open coal 
shovel, a perforated roaster for wheat or grain, brick-inoulds, 
and so on. On the other hand, a plate with a rim, a covered 
coal shovel, a dish with raised divisions inside, an earthen 
spice-box, or an inkstand with any divisions, mny become 
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unclean. Flat dishes of wood, leather, bone, or glass, do not 
contract uncleanness, but hollow ones might do so, not only 
like earthen ones, inside, but also outside. _ If they are 
broken they are clean, but the broken part is unclean if 
large enough to hold a pomegranate. If a chest, or cup¬ 
board, wants a foot, it is clean, whatever its size, and a 
three-footed table, wanting even two feet, is clean, but it 
may be made unclean if wanting the whole three feet, and 
the flat top be used as a dish. A bench which wants one 
of the side boards, or even the two, is clean, but if a piece 
remain a handbreadth wide, it may defile. If the hands are 
clean, and the outside of a goblet unclean, the hands are not 
defiled by the outside, if the goblet be held by the proper 
part. Every thing of metal, that has a special name, may 
defile, except a door, a door bolt, a lock, a hinge, or a door 

horns are clean; others may 


knocker. 


Straight blowing 


defile. If the mouthpiece is of metal, it may defile. If a 
wooden key have metal teeth, it may defile, but if the key 
be of metal and the teeth of wood, it is clean. 

The removal of uncleanness was no less complicated. 
Even the kind of water to be used for the different kinds of 
cleansing, for sprinkling the hands, for dipping vessels into, 
and for purifying baths for the person, caused no little dis¬ 
pute. Six kinds of water were distinguished, each of higher 
worth than the other. First—A pool, or the water in a pit, 
cistern, or ditch, and hill water that no longer flows, and 
collected water, of not less quantity than forty seahs, 1 if it 
has not been defiled, is suitable for preparing the heave¬ 


offering of 


dough, or for the legal 


washing of the hands. 


Second—Water that still flows may be used for the heave¬ 
offering (Teruma), and for washing the hands. Third 
Collected water, to the amount of forty seahs, may be used 
for a bath for purification, and for dipping vessels into. 
Fourth—A spring with little water, to which water that has 
been drawn is added, is fit for a bath, though it do not flow, 
and is the same as pure spring water, in so far that vessels 
may be cleansed in it, though there be only a little water. 
Fifth—Flowing water which is warm, or impregnated with 
minerals, cleanses by its flowing; and lastly, sixth—Pure 
spring water may be used as a bath by those who have sores, 
or for sprinkling a leper, and may be mixed with tho ashes 
of purification. 


1 A seah was 1£ gallons. 
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These general principles formed the basis of an endless 
detail of casuistry. Thus, the Mischna discourses, at weari¬ 
some length, under what circumstances and conditions 
“ collected water ”—that is, rain, spring, or flowing water, 
that is not drawn, but is led into a reservoir diree H v, b y 
pipes or channels—may be used for bathing, and for tho 
immersion of vessels; and the great point is decided to be 
that no drawn water shall have mixed with it. A fourth 
of a log 1 of drawn water in the reservoir, beforehand, makes 
the water that afterwards falls or runs into it untit for a 
bath, but it requires three log of drawn water to do this, if 
there were water already in the reservoir. If any vessels 
are put under the pipe emptying itself into the bath, it 
becomes drawn water, and is unfit for a bath. Sluimmai’s 
school made it the same whether the vessel were set down 
on purpose, or only forgotten; but Hillel’s school decided 
that if it had been forgotten, the water might still be used 
for a bath. If drawn water and rain water have mixed, in 
the court-yard, or in a hollow, or on the steps of the bath¬ 
room, the bath may be used, if most of the water be fitting, 
but not if the proportion be reversed. This, however, only 
takes effect if they have mixed before entering the bath. If 
both flow into the bath, the bath may be taken, if it bo 
known certainly that forty seuhs of proper water ran in 
before three log of unsuitable water, but otherwise it must 
not be taken. There was endless discussion, also, whether 
snow, hail, hoarfrost, ice, and the like, could be used to fill 
up a bath. So simple an act as the washing of one s hands 
before eating entailed the utmost care not to transgress 
some Rabbinical rule. The water could only bo poured from 
certain kinds of vessels, it must be water of a special kind, 
oi ly certain persons, in certain legal conditions, could pour 
it, and it w as a momentous point that the w'ater should bo 
poured neither too far up the arm nor too low towards the 
hand . 2 

This ceremonial slavery owed its rise to the reaction from 
the Syrian attempts to overthrow the national faith. The 
Rabbis of the austere but noble puritan party, which had 
delivered their country, sought to widen the gulf, for tho 
future, between Judaism and all other creeds, by laying a 
fresh stress on legal purity and the reverse, and their 
scholars strove to keep their rules as strictly as possible. 


1 A log was a half-pint. 


* Schiirer , pp. 491-495. 
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Tlie dread of touching anything unclean, and the consequent 
self-withdrawal from the mass of the people, and from the 
ordinary intercourse of life, soon showed itself in the name— 
Parush, or Pharisee—for those thus “ separated.” In the 
hands of this party, cleanness and uncleanness steadily grew 
to a svstem of endless refinements. 

Ceremonial purity had, at first, been strictly observed only 
by the priests, for the people at large were hardly in a posi¬ 
tion to attend to the many details required. After the 
Maccabawn revival, however, greater carefulness was de¬ 
manded. A priest, or Levite, lost the privileges of his caste 
if he hesitated to fulfil any of the ritual obligations it 
entailed, and a proselyte was rejected who would not under¬ 
take all that was required from an Israelite. For Israelites 
themselves, these ceremonial rules were greatly extended, 
and any neglect of them was noted unfavourably. The 
tithes, etc., were strictly demanded from all produce, and 
were either entirely forbidden to be eaten, or could be so 
only under fixed conditions, while a wide sweep of injunc¬ 
tions and rules was introduced as to the use of different 


kinds of food, and even in every detail of family life. 

Those, including, of course, the Rabbis, who undertook to 
observe all these rules, henceforth formed a kind of union ol 
“ Comrades,” or “ Haberim,” which any one might enter— 
all who did not join them being stigmatized as ignorant 
Am-haaretzin, or boorish rabble. 

It was to this league that the amazing development of 
legalism was latterly due. Careful inqniry was everywhere 
instituted to ascertain if all dues for priests, Levites, or the 
poor were regularly paid. An indefinite due (Teruma) for 


the priests, and a tithe for them and the Levites, were re¬ 
quired each year from every kind of farm or garden produce 
even the smallest, 1 and from all live stock, and property, 
of any kind, and a second tenth each third year for the poor. 
Nor were these demands confined to Israelites living in the 


strictly Jewish territory; they were, after a time, extended 


ever those neighbouringcountries in which Jews had settled. 
These material results were only a subordinate advantage of 


this widely extended claim; it established an organized 
system of all-pervading influence in social intercourse, and 


on the private life of every household. Part of the dues 
was holy, and to use anything holy was a mortal sin. Every 


1 Matt, xxiii. 23. 
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purchaser had, therefore, to make certain beforehand whether 
they had been paid from what he proposed to b*iy, though 
many things in the markets came from abroad, or had been 
grown or made by others than Jews, or were under other 
Complications as regarded their liability to tithe and gift. 

To save heavy loss it was conceded that the Terumu 
should be strictly separated, but the various tithes were 
apparently left to be paid by the buyer, though the assurance 
of an owner that everything had been tithed could only bo 
taken if the seller could prove his trustworthiness. Failing 
this, all produce, and whatever was made from it, was re¬ 
garded as doubtful , 1 and the Teruma, or holy portion, was to 
be taken from it before it could be used. The second tithe 
might be turned into money, that it might be the more easily 
consumed in Jerusalem. It was not obligatory, however, to 
separate the first tithe, or that for the poor, since a doubt 
hung on the matter, and so the Levite or the poor must 
prove their claim. These harassing regulations shut off strict 
Jews from either buying or accepting hospitality from any 
but their own nation,- and made it imperative on every fruit 
or food seller to establish his trustworthiness, by joining tho 
union of the “ Comrades,” or “ Separated ”—that is, the 

“ Pharisees.” It required for this, only a declaration before 
three of the Rabbis, and afterwards before three “ trust¬ 
worthy ” persons, that one would henceforth abstain from all 
that had not been tithed. Henceforth, not only was personal 
trustworthiness established, but that of all the members of 
his family, and even of his descendants, so long as no ground 
of suspicion was raised against his wife, children, or slaves. 

The nation was thus gradually divided into Haberim and 
Am-haarctzin—strict followers of the Rabbis and despised 
rabble,—and intercourse and hospitality between the two 
classes became steadily more circumscribed, till it well-nigh 
ceased, as the laws of the Rabbis grew more exacting. It 
was difficult, for instance, when from home, to ascertain 
the conscientiousness of a host, companion, or tradesman; 
scruples rose whether produce that might be foreign was 
liable to dues; how far purchases not intended for eating 
might be used without tithing, and so on, till all social 
freedom was utterly hampered, and cases of conscience 
accumulated which afterwards filled whole volumes, and 
meanwhile gave constant anxiety. 

■ 

1 Demoi» Food for the people. 3 Matt.ix.il. Mark ii. 16. Lukoxv. 2. 
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This self-isolation from the community at large of 


the 


members of the “ League of the Law,” procured them the 
name of Perushim, or Pharisees—that is, the separated 
and introduced different grades of purity even among them, 
according to the greater or less strictness in the observance 
of the multitudinous Rabbinical rules. Religiousness con¬ 
sisted, above everything, in avoiding ceremonial defilement, 

time contracted, by prescribed 


or removing it, it at any 
washings and bathing. Rules for preserving Mosaic purity 
multiplied the risks of defilement as casuistry increased, and 

was introduced, rising 

To 


thus a graduated scale of “ holiness 


>) 


a “ common man,” 


to the harshest asceticism in its highest development-, 
partake of anything from which the due tithes had not been 
separated, 1 or of the tithe itself, or the priest’s portion, 2 the 
hands must be washed. Before eating parts of sacrifices or 
offerings, a bath had to be taken, and a plunge bath was 
required before the sprinkling with water of purification, 
even if only the hands were “ unclean.” But he who bathed 
in order to partake of what was as yet untithed, had not the 
light to make use of the tithe ; he who took a bath to qualify 
him to enjoy the tithe could not touch the priest’s portion; 
he who could touch that, could not eat what was holt/, while 
he who might touch it, must yet keep from water of purifica¬ 
tion. The higher grades, on the other hand, included the 
less holy. Even to touch the clothes of 
defiled a Pharisee; the clothes of an ordinary Pharisee 
were unclean to one who could eat tithes ; those of an eater 

; and his, again, to one who 
enjoyed the sprinkling of the water of purification. Some 
gained one grade, some another, but few the highest. A 
special initiation, training, and time of trial was required 
for each grade, from thirty days for the lowest, to twelve 
months for the highest. 

Religiousness was thus measured by the more or less com¬ 
plete observance of ten thousand Rabbinical rules 3 of cere¬ 
monial purity, and fanatical observance of them was secured, 
not less by religious pride, than by their appeal to a spurious 
patriotism, and to self-interest. This severe and inflexible 
discipline, which regulated every act of life, foresaw (very 
contingency, and interfered with common liberty, at every 
step, from the cradle to the grave, had been slowly elaborated 


of tithes to an eater of offerings 

o 


Galled Cholin. 


2 The Teruma. 


: Delitzbch, Jud. Handvterkerlebcn , p. 36. 



240 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


by the Rabbis, to isolate the Jew from all other nations. 
His very words and thoughts were prescribed; he was less a 
man than a mechanical instrument. Any deviation in word 
or deed, or even in thought, from Rabbinical law, was re¬ 
garded as impious.* 1 

Theocracies have enforced in all ages a similar isolation 
on their adherents. “ The kings of Egypt,” says Diodorus, 
“ could not act as they would. Everything w r as ruled by 
laws, not only in their public, but even in their most privnto 
life. The hours of the day and night at which special duties 
must be performed, were fixed by law. Those for sleep, for 
rising, for bathing, for sacrifice, for reading, for meals, for 
w'alking, and much beside, were inflexibly prescribed. It 
was no less rigidly settled what they w'ere to eat at each 
meal, and what amount of wine they were to drink.” 1 The 
Brahmin is under the same rigid and all-embracing tyranny of 
religious forms. His w'hole life is covered with the meshes 
of a vast net of rites and ceremonies. The law' of Manu 


prescribes how he is to eat, and what, how he is to clothe 
himself, drink, wash his feet, cut his nails, and hair, bathe, 
and perform even the most private functions. It fixes the 
rights and duties of each caste and subdivision of caste, the 
washers, the w r eavers, the tillers of the soil, etc. # Such 
systems annihilate individuality, and reduce whole popula¬ 
tions to a single type, w'hich perpetuates itself with an un- 


changi 


and almost indestructible constancy, begetting, 


u U V w A ’ ' 

besides, a fanaticism which, at any moment, may burst into 
flames, especially when identified, as in the euse of the Jews, 
with patriotism. Life under the Jewish law had already 
kindled this spirit of scarcely veiled revolution long before 
our Lord’s birth. 


An additional illustration of the w’orking of Rabbinical 
rules in Jewish daily life is afforded by those for the proper 
observance of the Sabbath. In Exodus xvi. 5, it is com¬ 
manded that food for the Sabbath be prepared on the sixth 
day, no doubt with the design that the rest of the servant 
should be as sacred as that of her master or mistress. The 


Rabbis, pondering this command, raised the question w hether 
an egg which a lien had laid on a Sabbath could be eaten 
on the sacred day, and decided it by a strict negative, if it 
had been laid by a hen kept to lay eggs; because, in that 
case, it was the result of work begun on a w'eck-day, and 


> Diod . Sind., i. 70. 
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brought to an end on the Sabbath. On this the Rabbis 
were unanimous. But how would it be if the hen were one 
intended not to lay eggs, but for eating, and. how, if a Sab¬ 
bath, and a feast day observed as a Sabbath, should come 

l/ 

together? On this point Shammai, one of the two gieat. 
Rabbis of the day, was disposed to be liberal, and decided 
that it was lawful to eat the egg of a hen, itself destined to 
be eaten, on whichever day the egg had been laid. But 
Hillel, the other great Rabbi, argued as follows :—Since the 
egg has come to maturity on a Sabbath or feast day, and is 
therefore of unlawful origin, it is not allowed to make use 
of it: and though it would be lawful to make use of the 

' o 

egg of such a hen, laid on a feast day or Sabbath, not 
followed or preceded by another similarly sacred day, yet it 
must not be eaten if two such days come together, because, 
otherwise, there would be a temptation to use it on the 
second holy day. And since it is forbidden even to carry 
unlawful food from one place to another, such an egg must 
not only not be eaten, but must not be touched, to put it 
away. The conscientious man, therefore, is not to put a 
finger on it, for that might lead to his taking it altogether 
into his hand, and is not even to look at it, for that might 
possibly make him wish he could eat it. 1 Hillel’s opinion 
carried the day, for, says the Talmud, “ There came a voice 
from heaven, saying—‘ The "words of both are the words of 
the living God, but the rule of the school of Hillel is to be 
followed.’ ” 

These worthless puerilities were in keeping with the fan¬ 
tastic exaggerations in which many of the Rabbis delighted. 
What shall we say of a learned order, which has treasured 
in that great repertory of its sayings and acts, the Talmud, 
such wild Eastern inventions as that Adam when created, 
was so tall, that his head reached heaven, and so terrified 
the angels by his gigantic size, that they all ascended to the 
upper heavens, to God, and said, “ Lord of the world, two 
powers are in the earth ! ” and that on this, God put His 
hand on the head of Adam, and reduced his height to only 
a thousand cubits—over fifteen hundred feet! 2 We are told 
that there were sixty thousand towns in the mountains of 
Judea, each with sixty thousand inhabitants ; that there is 

1 Erubin 13 b, quoted in Delitzsch’e Jesus u. Hillel, p. 22. 

5 Bartolocci’e Bibliotheca Rabbinica, quoted in Brunet’e Evangilei 
Apocryphcs, p. 171. Lightfoot’s Hon zr Hcbraicce , vol. i. p. 28, etc. 

IT 
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a bird so laige that when it flies it intercepts the light of 
the sun; that when the Messiah comes, Jerusalem will have 
ten thousand palaces, and the same number of towers, that 
there will be a hundred and eighty thousand shops of vendors 
of perfumes alone; that Adam had two faces and a tail; 
that from one shoulder to the other Solomon measured not 
less than sixty cubits ; and that at one blow of an axe David 
killed two hundred men. 

The form of teaching in the schools of the Rabbis was by 
question and answer. The teacher propounded questions of 
legal casuistry to the scholars, and let them give their 
opinions adding his own, if he thought fit. The scholars 
also could propose questions in their turn . 1 They sat, during 
class time, on the ground, the teacher, on a raised seat, 
known as the seat of Moses . 3 As all the knowledge of the 
Law was strictly traditional and oral, teacher and scholar 
alike had to depend entirely on memory, the one faculty of 
supreme importance to both . 3 To attain high fame, a Rabbi 
must have the reputation of knowing the whole immense 
mass of tradition down to his day, by heart, so as to be able 
to cite authorities for any possible question. Originality 
was superstitiously dreaded, and nothing more shrinkingly 
avoided than the giving any opinion unsupported by that of 
some former Rabbi. To forget a single word he had heard 
from his teacher was an inexpiable crime on the part of a 
scholar . 4 

The feats of memory produced by such a system were so 
amazing, that we may readily credit the tradition of the 
whole Talmud having been learned by heart, in sections, by 
the disciples of a Persian Rabbi, who feared that all the 
copies of it would be destroyed, in a local persecution, in the 
seventh century . 3 The mass of the Rabbis, to use a Jewish 
phrase, must have been mere book-baskets ; 6 grown children, 
full of the opinions of others, but piously free from any of 
their own—the ideal of pedants. 

Officially, they were both jurists and preachers. They ex¬ 
plained, defined, and taught the Law in their schools ; 7 gave 

1 Horn Hebraicn. Luke ii. 46. 

* Acts xxii. 3. Jmt, vol. i. p. 231. Derenbomrg, p. 66. Matt, xiiii. 2. 

* Joit, toL i. p. 255. v 

* A both , iii. 8. SckSrer, p. 446. Qfr&rer , vol. L p. 96. 

* Quoted in Gfrfrrer. toL i. p. 167. 9 Duke’s BUtmemlete. p. 228. 

r A school of the Pabbis was called Beth-ha-midrosch—the boose of 

study, the academy. 
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judicial opinions and decisions on it in their official meet¬ 
ing's, and delivered expositions of Scripture, in their own 
style, to the people in the synagogues. Their systems of 
interpretation were peculiar. The professional statement 
of Rabbinical Law, on one point or other, occupied them 
chiefly ; for every Rabbinical precept had to be justified, not 
only by precedents, but by some reference to the written 
Law, and this often required both tediousness and ingenuity. 
There was no end of points on which a legal opinion was 
volunteered from the synagogue pulpit, and trifles infini¬ 
tesimal to any but Jews, served for ceaseless wrangling in 
the schools. 1 


The interpretation of Scripture gave even more scope to 


Rabbinical fancy. Three modes were in vogue : the using 
single letters to explain whole words or clauses ; what was 
called the practical exposition ; and what bore the name of 
the “ Mystery ”—an elucidation of the lofty secrets of the 
Creation, the world of angels, and such transcendental mat¬ 
ters, from the most improbable sources. Rules were provided 
for the treatmeut of these different methods, but the utmost 
license prevailed, notwithstanding. The nature and value 
of the instruction thus given may be judged from some 
illustrations of the teaching, in the days of our Lord, 
respecting the secret power of numbers. 

Iu the first and last verses of the Bible the first letter 


Aleph (x), occurs six times, and as six alephs are equal to 
our figures 6,000—for the Jews used letters for figures—it 
was held to be proved by this that the world would last 
6,000 years. 1 Words in a verse might be exchanged for 
others whose letters were of equal numerical value. Thus 
the statement, which greatly offended the Rabbis, that 
Moses had married an Ethiopian woman 2 —in violation of 
his own law 3 —was explained as a figure of speech which 
hid an orthodox meaning. The letters of the word 
“ Cushith ” JVK’-'IS, an “ Ethiopian woman,” when added 
together as figures, represented 736, and the letters of the 
much more flattering words, “ fair of face,” 4 made the same 
sum, and, therefore, they were clearly the true meaning! 

Another fancy was to explain texts by putting the 
numerical value of a word in the place of the word itself, 


1 Schurer, p. 444 ff. * Num. xii. 1. 

8 Exod.. xxxiv. 16 Deut. vii. 3, 4 ; xxiii. 3. 

4 nfcpD npy Targum of Onkelos on the verse. 
■ • • 
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Thus, in Proverbs viii. 21, the word which we have trans¬ 
lated—“ substance ”—was read as the number 310, its value 
in figures, and the doctrine educed from it that God will 


give 310 worlds to every just man as his inheritance ! 

This strange system was so much in vogue in the days of 
our Lord that it occurs even in the New Testament, ami 
in early Christian writings. In the book of Revelation the 


name of “ the Beast ” is veiled from common eyes by the 
mystical number 66(3, but the reason for its being so becomes 
very apparent when we find that it is a eypher for the letters 
of the name of Nero.* The early Christians imagined that 
God had already revealed the doctrine of the Cross to 


Abraham in the number of his servants—318 : for 18 is 


written in Greek letters IH—the symbol of the word Jesus, 
and 300 is the letter T, which means the Cross ! 1 With the 
same liking for mystery, 801 was used as the symbol for 
Christ, because the Greek word for dove (irepiorepd) makes 
that cypher, and so do the letters Alpha and Omega. 

This love of the mystical prevailed in all Rabbinical 
teaching. Thus the account of the Creation and Ezekiel’s 
vision of the Wheel were made the foundation of the wildest 


fancies. “Ten things,” we are told, “w'ere created in the 
twilight of the first Sabbath eve:—The abyss below the 
earth (for Korah and his company) ; the mouth of the 
spring (of Miriam, which gave the tribes water in the wilder¬ 
ness) ; the mouth of Baaiam’s she ass; the rainbow; the 
manna in the wilderness ; the rod of Moses; the sehamir 
(a worm which cleaves rocks) ; alphabetical characters ; tho 
characters of the Tables of the Law ; and the Tables of stone 
themselves. Some Rabbis add to these—evil spirits, the 
grave of Moses, and the ram that was caught in the thicket. 3 

Such was the teaching of the Rabbis, ns a whole; though 
even in such sandy wastes there were not wanting specks of 
verdure, as one still sees in the Talmud. Finer minds hero 
and there, for a moment; gave a human interest to theso 
teachings, or touched the heart by poetry, and simple feel¬ 
ing. But, as a rule, the “ Law,” to the study of which the 
youth of Israel were summoned so earnestly, was a dreary 
wilderness of worthless trifling. The spell of the age was 
on all minds, and bound them in intellectual slavery. On 
every side, Christ, in His childhood and youth, heard such 
studies extolled as the sum of wisdom, and as the one pur- 


1 Epia. Barnab. o. 9. 


* Schiii er, p. 150. 
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suit supremely pleasing to God. Tot He rose wholly above 
them, and with immense originality and force of mind, 
valued them at .their true worthlessness, leaving no trace of 
tlieir spirit in the Gospels, but breathing, instead, only that 
of the most perfect religious freedom. It has been some¬ 


times insinuated that He only followed the teachers of His 
nation: that He was indebted to Hillel, or to the Pharisees 


as a class : b but enough has been said to show that the latter 


were the representatives of all that He most utterly opposed, 
and the distance between Him and Hillel may be measured 
by their respective estimates of the sanctity of the marriage 
bond, which the Rabbi treated so lightly as to sanction 
divorce, if a wife burned her husband’s dinner. 1 


1 Delitzsch’s Hillel u. Jesus , p. 27. See it passim, for further ihustra- 
tions of Hillel’s morality. 



CHAPTER XVTTI. 

JUDEA UNDER ARCHELAUS AND ROME. 


f I iHE death of Hei*od removed the strong hand that for 

more than a generation had repressed alike the hatreds 
and the hopes of the nation. Fanaticism had muttered in 
secret, and had at last hurst out in the tumults at the 
Temple, just before he died ; hut when he was gone, there 
"was no one to hold the wild forces in cheek that had so long 
been pent np. 

His reign had served the purpose, in Providence, of delay¬ 
ing the breaking up of the Jewish people and its being 
scattered among the nations, and made its dissolution easier 
in the end; while, on the other hand, it had called forth the 
sympathies of heathenism for Judaism more strongly, and 
had conquered lasting rights for it among the nations, as 
in a sense the salt of the earth and the forerunner of 
Christianity. 1 

The rejoicings of the nation, that the scandal of an 
Edomite sitting on the throne of David was past, knew 
no bounds. A negro conqueror, at the White House in 
Washington, in the days of slavery, would scarcely have 
raised such indignant hatred, or have been so revolting to 
the national instincts of the while population of America, as 
an Edomite reigning on Mount Zion was to the Jews. Even 
the founders of the two races had been mortal enemies, as 
the twin sons of Isaac, and Jewish tradition embittered 
the story of Genesis, by adding that, at last, Esau killed 
Jacob with an arrow from his bow. 2 When Israel was 
coming from Egypt, Edom had refused it a pussage through 
its territory, and had entailed on it the dreary years of 
wandering in the wilderness. 3 The Edomites had been 


1 Ktiniy Art. Herodes, Schenkel's Bibcl Lexicon. 

* Jubil c. 37. 

• Ninn. xx. 14-21. Jud. xi. 17, 18. The act of Edom was the occasion 
used by Providence in carrying out the threat in Nam. xiv. 33. 
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mortal enemies of its first king.^ David had conquered 
them, and he and Solomon had reigned over them. In the 
decline of Israel under its later kings, they had been its 
deadliest and most implacable foes. They "had joined the 
Chaldeans in the final conquest of Judea under Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar, and had rejoiced over the destruction of Jerusalem, 
in the hope of getting possession of its richer territory, and 
adding it to their own wild mountain land. The prophets, 
from Amos and Joel, in the ninth century before Christ," 
had denounced them as the bitterest enemies of the theo¬ 
cracy. “ Edom shall be a desolate wilderness,” cried Joel, 
“for their violence against the children of Judah; because 
they have shed innocent blood in the land.” 1 2 3 “For three 
transgressions of Edom, and for four, saith Jehovah,” cried 
Am os, “ I will not turn away the punishment thereof, be¬ 
cause he did pursue his brother with the sword, and did 
cast off all pity, and his anger did tear perpetually, and lie 
kept his wrath for ever. But I will send a fire upon Teman, 
which shall devour the palaces of Bozrah.” 4 Obadiah, after 
the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, taunted 
them 5 with having been among the enemies of Israel, in the 
day when strangers carried away captive the force of the 
land, and foreigners entered its gates and cast lots on Jeru¬ 
salem, and with having rejoiced over the children of Judah 
in the day of their destruction. Jeremiah and Ezekiel had 
denounced the wrath of God against them/’ and, indeed, 
every prophet had proclaimed them the enemies of God, 
whom Israel was one day to crush with an utter destruction. 
During the exile they took possession of great part of the 
territory of Juda.h, and were only finally driven back by 
John Hyrcanus, 7 who conquered them 130 years before 
Christ, and compelled them to submit to circumcision. The 
deadly hatred of centuries was intensified by such a history. 
“ Thou hatest me,” says Jacob to Esau, in the book of 
Jubilees, “ thou hatest me and my sons for ever, and no 
brotherly love can be kept with thee. Hear this, my word, 
which I say—When I can change the skin and the bristles 
of a swine to wool, and when horns spring from its head 
like the horns of a sheep, then will I have brotherly love to 

1 1 Sam. xiv. 47. 

2 Amos b.c. 825. Joel b.o. 810. Under Jehoasli and Jeroboam II., 
-Kings of Israel, and Amaziah and IJzziah, Kings of Judah. 

3 Joel iii. 19. 4 Amos i. 11, 12. 6 Obad. ver. 10. b.c. about 585. 

• Jer. xlix. 7-22. Ezek. xxxv. 13. See, also, Pa. cxxxvii 7. 7 b.c. 135-106- 
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thee; and when wolves make peace with lambs, that they 
shall not devour them or spoil them, and when they turn 
their hearts to each other to do each other good, then shall 
I be at peace with thee in my heart; and when the lion is 
the friend of the or, and goes in the yoke and ploughs with 
him, then will I make peace with thee; and when the raven 
growB white, then shall I know that I love thee, and shall 
keep peace with thee. Thou shalt be rooted out, and thy 
sons shall be rooted out, and thou shalt have no peace .” 1 * 
It is thus that a Jew speaks of Edom, apparently in the 
very days of Herod , 3 and it is only the natural culmination, 
when he prophesies, in the next chapter, that the sons of 
Jacob will once more subdue and make bond-slaves of the 
hated race.* 

Tet one of this execrated and despised people had for 
more than a generation ruled over Israel! His death was 
the removal of a national reproach, that had been bitter 
beyond words. The hope of the land now was that the 
abhorred usurper might prove the last of his race on the 
throne of Judah. Archelaus in his stead was even worse 
than to have had Herod, for he was not only of Idumean 
blood, but his mother was of the equally hated race of the 
Samaritans ! Rome, rather than Edom or Samaria! 

Palace intrigues, and especially the systematic whisper¬ 
ings of Antipater, who hated his brothers as rivals, had 
caused Herod to change his v^jll once and again in his last 
years . 4 In. the end nothing seemed likely to put an end to 
the rivalries of his family but the breaking up of the king¬ 
dom which it had been the work of his life to create. His 
latest gained territories beyond the Jordan were left to 
Philip , 5 * the son of Cleopatra, a maiden of Jerusalem, whom 
Herod had married for her beauty. Galilee, with Perea, he 
left to his son Antipas,® and Judea, Idumea, and Samaria, 
with the title of king, to Archelaus , 7 both sons of Malthace. 
He had at one time intended to have left the whole kingdom 
to Herod, son of the second Mariamne, as successor to Anti- 
pater, but the complicity of the mother of that prince in the 

1 Juinl., e. 87. 

* Dillm&nn, Pzrudspigrnphr m. Herzog , voL xii. pp. 800-334. 

* Jubil c. 38. 

4 b.c. 4. Jesus Christ perhaps 3 or 8 years old. 

* Born about b.c. 22 or 21. Age now 17 or 18. 

* Born a boat b.c. 20. Age now 16. 

7 Boro abont b.c. 22 or 21. Age now 17 or 18. 
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intrigues of tlie Rabbis was fatal to himJ Salome, Herod’s 
sister, the ruthless enemy of the Maccabaean family, received 
the Grift of the towns of Jamnia and Ashdod in the Philistine 

O B 

plain, and of Phasaelis, in the palm groves of the Jordan 
vallev. 

As soon as Herod was dead 2 his sister Salome and her 
husband set free a multitude of the leading men of the Jews, 
whom Herod had summoned to Jericho, that he might have 
them butchered at his own death. They next assembled the 
army and the people in the amphitheatre at Jericho, and 
having read a letter left by the dead king for the soldiers, 
opened his will, which, with his ring, was to be carried 


forthwith to Ctesar, that the settlements might be confirmed, 
and the due acknowledgment of dependence made. Mean¬ 
while, the soldiers hailed Archelaus as king, and forthwith 


took the oath of allegiance to him. 


It was noted, however, 
that Archelaus held a grand feast on the night of his father’s 

death. 3 


This over, the funeral of Herod followed, after due pre¬ 
paration.* All the magnificence of the palace had been laid 
under contribution. The body lay on a couch of royal pur¬ 
ple ; a crown and diadem on its head; a sceptre in its right 
hand; a purple pall covering the rest: the couch itself 
standing on a bier of gold, set with a great display of the 
most precious stones. Herod’s sons and a multitude of his 
kindred walked on each side, or followed. Next came the 
King’s favourite regiments: the body guard given him by 
Augustus at Cleopatra’s death; the Thracian corps; the 
German regiment; and the regiment of Gauls, all with their 
arms, standards, and full equipments ; then the whole army, 
horse and foot, in long succession, in their proudest bravery. 
Five hundred slaves and freedmen of the court canied sweet 
spices for the burial, and so they swept on, amidst wailings 
of martial music, and, doubtless, of hired mourners, by slow 
stages, 5 to the new fortress Herodium, ten miles south of 
Jerusalem, where the dead king had built a grand tomb for 
himself. But if there were pomp and pageantry to do him 
honour, there was little love on the part either of the nation 
or of his family, for Archelaus, who had prepared all this 
magnificence, quarrelled with his relations, on the way, about 


1 Bell. Jud., i. 30. 7. * b.o. 4. 

• A nt., xvii. 9. 4. 4 Jeans at least 4 y< are old 

• Ant., xvii. 8. 3. Bell . Jud., i. 33. 9. 
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the succession, and scarcely had (lie corpse reached the firet 
half-hour’s stage, before disturbances broke out in Jeru¬ 
salem. 1 


Archelaus paid the customary reverence of a seven days’ 
mourning after the burial, closing them with a magnificent 
funeral feast* to the people. He then laid aside his robes of 
mourning and put on white, and having gone up to the 
Temple, harangued the multitude from a throne of gold, 
thanking them for their ready submission to him, and 
making great promises for the future, when he should be 
confirmed in the kingdom by Augustus. The crowds heard 
him peaceably till he ended, but he had no sooner done so, 
than some began to clamour for a lightening of the taxes, 
and others for the liberation of those in prison on account 
of the late religious insurrection. All this he readily pro¬ 
mised, and retired to the palace. Towards evening, how¬ 
ever, crcwds gathered at the gates, and began lamenting (he 
Rabbis a,nd youths, who had been put to death by Herod for 
cutting down the golden eagle over the Temple, in the late 
tumult, and demanding that the officials who had executed 
Herod’s commands should be punished; clamouring, besides, 
for the deposition of Joazar, of the house of Bocthos, whom 
Herod, in compliment for having married into the family, 
had appointed high priest in the place of Malinthias. a 
friend of the national cause. 2 More dangerous still, they 
demanded that Archelaus should at once rise against the 


Romans, and drive them out of the country. 3 llis utmost 
efforts to appease them were vain. Each day saw' a greater 
tumult, and, to make matters worse, the city was filling 


with countless multitudes coming to the Passover, now’ at 
hand. Force alone could restore order, and this he wus at 


last compelled, most reluctantly, to use. A bloody street 
battle followed, in which 3,000 wore slain, and the Passover 


guests were shut out of the city, and returned home without 
having being able to keep the feast. The winds, long 


chained by Herod, had broken loose. 

Archelaus forthwith set off for Rome, leaving Philip regent 
in his absence. Doris, Herod’s wife, Salome, his sister, and 


other members of the family, went w’ith him, ostensibly to 
support his claims, but in reality to oppose him, for the 
family hated him as the son of a Samaritan, and, even more, 


* Krim. Art. Herodei. in Schenkel’s BxM Lexicon, 

* Ant., xvii. 6. 5. * Sicol. Dam. iu Miilier, Fragm., vol. iii., p. 853. 
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as a second Herod. Ant i pas, also, started for Rome, to 
plead his own claims to the kingdom, on the strength of a 
former will, and, as the elder, was secretly supported in his 
enterprise, with refined treachery, even by those who escorted 
Arehelans. 

The family would have liked an oligarchy, in which all 
could share, rather than any king, but preferred a Roman 
governor to either Arehelans or Anti pas ; but if one of these 
two must be chosen, they wished Antipas rather than his 
brother, whom they all hated. At Rome the two claimants 
canvassed eagerly among the Senators, in favour of their 
rival causes, and lowered their dignity by unseemly dis¬ 
putes. Meanwhile, a deputation of fifty Jews arrived from 
Jerusalem to protest against Arehelans being made king, 
and to ask the incorporation of Judea with Syria, as part of 
a Roman province, under a Roman governor, thinking that 
Rome would be content with their submission and tribute, 


religious affairs. 


and leave the nation independent in its 
The embassage was received with great enthusiasm by the 
Jews of Rome, eight thousand of whom escorted them to the 

audience. 1 


Temple of Apollo 


where Augustus 


gave 


them 


All possible charges against Herod, though now dead, were 
detailed at length—his wholesale proscriptions and confisca¬ 
tions ; his adorning foreign cities, and neglecting* thoso of his 
own kingdom; his excessive taxation, and lunch more; the 


The 


petitioners adding that they had hoped for milder treatment 
from Archelaus, but had had to lament 3,000 of their country¬ 
men slain by him at the Temple, at his very entrance on 
power. The people, they said, wished only one thing, de¬ 
liverance from the He rods, and annexation to Syria, 
whole scene of the audience was, erelong, widely reported 
in Judea, and stamped itself deeply on the national memory, 
especially the fact that Archelaus, adding the last touch to 
the humiliation to which both brothers had stooped, throw 
himself at Caesar’s feet to implore his favour.- Many years 
after, Jesus needed to use no names, in His parable of tho 
pounds, 3 to tell whom He meant, when Ho spoke of a king, 
against whom his people clamoured boforo a foreign throne 
We wi 11 not have this man to rule over us.” 

Archelaus was only in part successful. A fow days after 
the pleadings, from respect to Herod’s will, 4 and, doubtless, 


1 Ant., xvii. 11. 1, 2. 
• Luke xix. 12. 
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influenced by a bequest of ten millions of drachma' in it to 
himself, a gift equal to about £375,000, besides jewels of 
gold and silver and very costly garments, to Julia, his wife, 
Cffisar raised the suppliant from his feet, and appointed him 
ethnarch of the part of the kingdom left him by Herod; 
promising to make him king hereafter, if he were found 
worthy. Idumea, Judea, and Samaria, with the great cities, 
Jerusalem, Samaria, Caesarea, and Joppa, were assigned him ; 
but Gaza, Gadara, and Hippos, as Greek cities, were incor¬ 
porated with the province of Syria. 1 His revenue was the 
largest, for it amounted to 600 talents, or about £120,000. 
Antipas had only a third part as much, and Philip only a 
sixth. 3 The immense sum of money left him by Herod, 
Caesar returned to the sons, reserving ouly a few costly 
vessels, as mementoes. 

While these strange scenes were enacting at Rome, things 
were going on very badly in Palestine. As soon as Archelaus 
had sailed, the whole nation was in uproar. The massacre 
at his accession had been like a spark in explosive air, and 
the flame of revolt burst out at once. The moment seemed 
auspicious for the re-erection of the theocracy, with God for 
the only king, as in early days. The rich, and such as had 
no higher wish than the material advantages of trade and 
commerce, which they would bring, desired government by 
a Roman procurator. They regarded religion, government, 
law, and constitution, with equal indifference, setting their 
personal ease and gain before anything else. Rut for 
generations there had been a growing party in the land, 
whose ideas and aims were very different. From Ezra’s 
time, the dream of a restored theocracy had been cherished, 
through all the vicissitudes of the nation, with undying 
tenacity, by a portion of the people. The political system 
of the Pentateuch was their sacred ideal. Kings over Israel 
were, in their eyes, usurpers of the rights of Jehovah, against 
whom Samuel, the great prophet, had, in His name, protested. 
The heathen could no more be tolerated now than the 
Canaanites of old, w'hom God had commanded their fathers 
to drive out. The land was to be sacred to Jehovah and His 
people, under a high priesthood only, to the exclusion of all 
foreign or kingly rule. The impossibility of restoring such 
a state of things, after the changes of so many centuries, 
may have been felt, but was not acknowledged. It 6tood 
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commanded in the Holy Books, and that was enough. Their 
fathers had murmured under Persian domination, and had 
eagerly grasped at the promises of the Greek conqueror, 
demanding, however, that they should include the safety of 
their special institutions. When Grecian supremacy, in its 
turn, became corrupt, and threatened the destruction of the 
“ Law,” the “ pious ” 1 revolted, and fought, under the Mac¬ 
cabees, for the true religion, but still in the form of a theo¬ 
cracy. They continued faithful to the great patriot family, 
as long as it maintained the high priesthood as the highest 
dignity of the state, but they had taken up arms only to de¬ 
fend the faith, and as soon as they were able once more to 
practise its rites, and to give themselves up again to religious 
study, they forsook the ranks of the Maccabreans, unwilling 
to take any part in the consolidation of a political power to 
which they attached no value. 2 In the end, Judas had been 
well-nigh deserted, and could gather only a handful of 3,000 
followers, and his brother, who succeeded him, had to flee with 
a remnant of their adherents, to the fens and reed beds of 
Lake Merom, or the wilds of Gilead. The long peace which 
prevailed in the reign of John Hyrcanus, after his wars were 
ended, was devoted by the Rabbis to the creation of the 
famous “ hedge ” round the Law, to prevent for ever the 

decay which had almost ruined 
Judaism under the Syro-Greek dynasty. Prom this time 
we hear of the “ unsociability ” of the Jews towards other 
nations. 3 Pharisaism, or separation, was erected into a 
system, and was pushed to its ultimate and most rigorous 
consequences with a zeal and fanaticism that excite wonder. 
The extreme party became known as the “ Separation,” 4 
while the courtly party round the king, who were contented 
to follow the Law as written, conscientiously and rigorously, 
were called in irony the Saddouk, 5 or “righteous,” or, as we 
call them, the Sadducees. 

The indifference of the Pharisaic, or ultra party, to politi¬ 
cal affairs, and their concentration on the observance and 
elaboration of the Law, became, in the end, the characteristic 
of the people at large. During the civil war between Hyr¬ 
canus and Aristobulus, the two Asmonean brothers, they 
stood, as much as possible, aloof. The Jew is democratic by 
nature, and seeks equality, whether under a foreign or native 
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government. “ The holy nation,” “ the kingdom of priest$, H 
recognised no other distinction than that of superior piety 
and knowledge of the Law, which are only personal virtues, 
and cannot be transmitted. The Asmonean family, once 
on the throne, lost much of the popular sympathy, and the 
priestly aristocracy which formed the court, became objects 
of aversion. From the last years of John Hyrcanns to the 
death of Jannaens, the Rabbis, living in retirement, attracted 
to themselves more and more the vital force of the nation; 
and during the nine sunny years of royal patronage, under 
Alexandra, instead of busying themselves in heaping up 
wealth and increasing their power, they laboured to found a 
legal system which should secure the triumph of their ideas. 
Disinterestedness is always attractive, and it had its reward 
in creating a fanatical devotion to the Rabbis, which knew 
no limits. “ Love work, keep apart from politics, and have 
nothing to do with office,” was the maxim of Shemaia, the 
successor of Simeon Ben Shetach. The struggle between 
Hyrcanns and Aristobnlus had no interest to the Pharisees. 
The Talmud, which embodies Rabbinical feeling, never men¬ 
tions even the names of any of the five Maccabees—not even 
that of Judas,—and the spelling and meaning of the word 
Maccabee were alike unknown to its compilers . 1 The history 
of the nation was utterly ignored by these dreamy transcen- 
dentalists, who recognised no earthly power whatever. 

But even among the Rabbis, and the blindly fanatical 
people, there was an ultra party of Irreconcilables. From 
the first, even Rabbinical sternness and strictness were not 
stern and strict enough for some, and there appeared, at 
times within the circle of the Rabbis, at others, outside, 
men of extreme views, who would tolerate no compromises 
such as the Pharisees were willing to accept. They would 
acknowledge neither prince nor king, far less any foreign 
heathen power. Already, in the days of John Hyrcanns, they 
had begun to mutter discontentedly and their voices rose 

C + 9 

londer under Alexander Jannaens, who tried to crush them 
by the fiercest persecution. But when Pompey came, as 
conqueror, and arbiter of the national destiny, they 01 ce 
more, by their earnest protests, showed that their party was 
still vigorous. In the civil wars, many of them fought for 
the Asmonean princes; but, under Herod, they were so 
mercilessly held down that no political action on their part 
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was possible, and they had to devote themselves to the eager 
study of the Law, which made his reign the Augustan age 
of Rabbinism. Hut in their schools they could at least kindle 
the zeal of the rising youth, and this some of them did 
only too effectively. Even in the sternest days of Herod’s 
reign, moreover, some had not been wanting to maintain a 
fit ree protest against his usurpation of the throne, which 
they believed belonged only to Cod. The so-called robbers, 
crushed by him at Arbela, seem to have been rather patriotic 
bands, wrong it may be in the means pursued, but noble in 
their aims, who sought to carry out the theocratic dream. 
The foremost leader of these fierce zealots had been that Heze- 


kiah whom Herod, with much difficulty, had secured and put 
to death. His son Judas, the Galilrean, was now, in his turn, 
to raise the standard of national liberty and institutions. 

Quintilius Varus, the future victim, with his legions, of 
Arminius, in Germany—now governor of Syria—had come 
to Jerusalem, on account of the disturbances at the accession 
of Archclaus. After some executions, supposing that he 
had restored order, he returned to Antioch, leaving behind 
him in Jerusalem, under Sabinus, a whole legion instead of 
the garrison that, in peaceful times, would have been thought 
sufficient. He could hardly have done worse than put such 
a man as Sabinus in command, for, like Roman governors 
in general, in that day, he was a man of no principle, bent 
only on making a fortune, even by the vilest means, while 
he had opportunity. He infuriated the Jews by forcing 
the surrender of the castles of Jerusalem into his hands, to 
get possession of Herod’s treasures, which he at once appro¬ 
priated to his own use. Plunder was his one thought, and 
to secure it, no act of lawless violence was too audacious. 
Extortion and robbery drove the people to fury. Not only 
the city, but the country everywhere seethed with excite¬ 
ment. It seemed a fitting moment to strike for their long 
lost national liberty, and to set up the theocracy again, 
under the Rabbis, after having driven out the heathen. 
Their fanaticism knew no caution or prudence, nor any cal* 
cnlation of the odds against them. Miracles would be 
wrought, if needed, to secure their triumph, and was not the 
Messiah at hand ? It was, moreover, the time of Pentecost, 1 
and an immense body of men from Galilee, Idumea, Jericho, 
and Perea, but above all, from Judea, taking advantage of 
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the feast, hurried tip to Jerusalem to join issue with the 
greedy robber 0 plundering the city. Dividing themselves 
into three camps, they forthwith invested the city, and 
Sabinus, in terror, withdrew to the fort Phasaelis. But the 
storm soon burst on him. Crowding the roofs of the Temple 
cloisters, the Jews rained down a storm of missiles on the 
Roman soldiers sent to dislodge them, till at last these, find¬ 
ing other means useless, fired and nearly destroyed the 
cloisters,—the dry cedar of the roofs, and the wax in which 
the plates of gold that covered them were bedded, feeding 
the flames only too readily. The Temple itself was now 
at the mercy of the assailants, who avenged themselves by 
plundering its treasures, 11 Sabinus himself securing 400 
talents—about £83,000—for his share. 1 But this only in¬ 
furiated the people still more, and even Herod's army was 
so outraged by it, that all the troops, except the Samaritan 
regiments—numbering 3,000 men—went over to the popular 
side. Meanwhile, the flame of revolt spread over the whole 
country. The discharged soldiers of Herod began plunder¬ 
ing in Judea, and 2,000 of them got together in Idumea and 
fought stoutly against the new king’s party, driving Herod’s 
cousin, Achiab, who was sent against them, to take refuge 
in the fortresses, while they held the open country. Across 
the Jordan, in Perea, one Simon, who had been a slave of 
Herod, put himself at the head of a great band, who acknow¬ 
ledged him as king, and doubtless hoped, by his means, to 
deliver their country, and restore its religious freedom. 
Betaking themselves to the defile between Jerusalem and 
Jericho, they burned Herod’s palace at the latter city, and 
carried flame and sw’ord to the homes of all who did not 
favour them. A corps of Roman soldiers sent out against 
Simon soon, however, scattered his followers, and he himself 
was slain. 

Further north, Athronges, a shepherd of the wild pastures 
beyond the Jordan, put himself at the head of the popular 
excitement. He was a man of great size and strength, and 
with four brothers, all, like him, of lofty stature, strove in 
his own wild way to avenge his country. Gathering a vast 
multitude of followers, he kept up a fierce guerilla warfare 
against the troops sent out to put him down, and was able 
to keep the field for years, so well was he supported by the 

»■ Bril. Jud., ii. 3. 2, 3,4. 
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But tlie most alarming insurrection broke out in Galilee, 
the old head-quarters of the Zealots, under Hezekiah, in the 

Judas, his son, born on the other side of 


last generation, 
the Jordan, but known as the Galiloean, had grown to man¬ 
hood full of the spirit of his father. The same lofty ideal, 
of restoring the laud to God as its rightful king, had become 
the dream of his life. The time seemed to favour his rising 
for u God and the Law,” as his father, and the heroes of 
his nation, had done in the past. The brave true-hearted 
Galilieans, ever ready to fight at the cry that the Law was 
in danger, rallied round him in great numbers, and at tlieir 


head he ventured on an enterprise which made him the hero 
of the day, in every town and village of the land. Sepphoris, 
a walled hill city, over the hills from Nazareth, was the 
capital of Galilee, and the great arsenal in the north. 1 
This fortress, sitting on its height like a bird, as its narno 
hints, Judas took by storm, and its capture put in his 


hands arms of all kinds for thousands, and a large sum of 


money. 

How 


long 


he was able to keep the field is not known. 
The Romans lost no time in taking steps to crush him and 
the other rebels. Varus, afraid of the safety of the troops 
he had left in Jerusalem, set oft’ southward from Antioch 
with two more legions, and four regiments of cavalry, in 
addition to the auxiliary forces supplied, as was required of 
them, by the local princes round. As he passed through 
Berytus, that city added its quota of 1,500 men, and Aretas, 


king 


of Arabia Pctrtea, sent him a 


large 


contingent of 


irregulars, in the shape of wild Arab horsemen and foot 
soldiers. The whole force rendezvoused at Ptolemais,- and 
from this point Varus sent his son, with a strong division, 
into Galilee, while he himself marched, by way of Esdraelon 
and Samaria, to Jerusalem. Samaria having been loyal—for 
it would have been the last thing its citizens would have done 
to join the hated Jews in a war for their Law—was left 
untouched, Varus pitching his camp at a village called Arus, 
which the Arab auxiliaries set on fire as they left, out of 
hatred to Herod. As they approached Jerusalem, Emmaus, 
where a company of Roman soldiers had been attacked and 
partly massacred by Athronges, was found deserted, and 
was burned to the ground, in revenge for the insult that 
had been offered to the army of Rome. Reaching tho 
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neighbourhood of the capital, the besieging force of the 
Jews at once dispersed, and Varus marched in without a 
blow. With keen dissimulation, the Jerusalem Jews forth¬ 
with laid all the blame of the troubles on the Passover 
crowds, asserting that they had been as much besieged as 
Sabinus. Meanwhile, the troops scoured the country for 
fugitives, 2,000 of whom were crucified along the roadsides 
near Jerusalem. A Jewish force of 10,000 men, still afoot, 
disbanded itself, and the revolt in Judea was for the moment 
suppressed. Several of the relations of Herod who had taken 
part in the rising, and had been sent prisoners to Kome, were 
the last victims for the time. 

The force under the son of Varus had meanwhile been busy 
in the north. Sepphoris was retaken, its inhabitants sold 
as slaves, and the town itself burned to the ground, but 
Judas escaped for the present, to begin a still more terrible 
insurrection a few years later. 

Peace was thus, at length, restored, and the young princes 
entered on their inheritances, thanks, once more, to Rome. 
But the land had been desolated: the bravest of its youth 
had died bn the battle-field: cities and villages lay smoulder¬ 
ing in their ashes. Samaria alone profited by the attempted 
revolution; for not only did it suffer nothing, but a third of 
its taxes were remitted and laid on Judea—a new ground of 
hatred towards the “ foolish people ” of Shechem. 

The sensual, lawless, cruel nature of Archelaus, with his 
want of tact, which, together, had turned both his family 
and his father’s wisest counsellors against him, leave us little 
doubt of the character of his reign. The general estimate 
of him was that, of all his brothers, he was most like his father. 
He returned from Rome degraded in his own eyes by having 
had to beg his kingdom on his knees, and by the people, and 
all his relations, except the just and honourable Philip, having 
tried to prevent his success with Augustus. His one thought 
was revenge. Jesus, though an infant when Archelaus began 
his reign, must have often heard in later years of his journey 
to Rome and its humiliations, and of the savage reprisals on 
his return; for, as I have said, He paints the story un¬ 
mistakably in the parable of the great man who went into a 
far country, to receive a kingdom ; whose citizens hated him, 
and sent after him protesting that they would not have him 
to reign over them. The fierce revenge of Archelaus could 
not fail to rise in the minds of those who heard, in the parable, 
how the lord, on his return, commanded his servants to be 
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called, and rewarded the faithful richly, but stripped the 
doubtful of everything, and put to death those who had 
plotted against him . 1 

Archelaus began his reign by such a reckoning with his 
servants and enemies. When he took possession of his 
monarchy, says Josephus, he used, not the Jews only, but 
the Samaritans, barbarously . 3 In Jerusalem he deposed the 
high priest of tlie.Boethos family, on the charge of having 
conspired against him. But though this might have pleased 
the Pharisees and the people, who counted the Bochkos high 
priest unclean , 3 he only roused their indignation by filling 
the office with two of his own creatures in succession . 4 His 
treatment of his people generally was so harsh, that Jews 
and Samaritans forgot their mutual hatred in efforts to get 


him dethroned. His crowning offence, however, was marry¬ 
ing Glaphyra, the widow of his half-brother Alexander, to 
whom she had borne children. She had gone back to her 
father, the friend of Herod and Antony, after the death of 
uer second husband, King Juba, of Libya, when Archelaus 
met her on his way back from Rome, and falling violently in 
love with her, married her after divorcing his wife. Her 
former career in Jerusalem might have made him hesitate to 

o 

bring her back again, for her haughtiness, keen tongue, and 
affected contempt of Salome, and Herod’s family generally, 
had been one great cause of her first husband’s death , 5 while 
her training her children, as she did, in heathen manners, had 
made her hateful to the people . 6 Her incestuous marriage, 
now, involved both her and Archelaus in the bitterest un¬ 
popularity. But she did not live long to trouble any one. 
It seemed as if the return to the scene of her early marriage 
life had waked only too vivid recollections of her murdered 
husband. Soon after it she dreamed that he came to her and 
accused her of her infidelity to him in marrying Archelaus, 
and the dream so affected her that she sickened, and in a few 

davs died . 7 

«/ 

Archelaus had not the same taste for heathen architecture 
or public games as his father, and, perhaps to his own hurt, 
was much less an adept at public flattery of the Emperor and 
bis ministers, and he was wise or timid enough to put no hea¬ 
then or objectionable impress on his coins . 8 At Jericho he 


4 
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Luke xix. 11-27. 2 Bell. Jud ., ii. 7. 3. • Ant., xvii. 9. 1 

Ant., xvii. 6. 4; 9. 1; 13. 1. * Bell. Jud., i. 24. 2. 

Ant., xviii. 5. 4. 7 Ant., xvii 18. 4. 
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rebuilt, with great magnificence, the palace burned down by 
Simon, and he founded a town on the western hill-slopes of 
the Jordan valley, in Samaria, calling it Archelais, after him 
self, and embellishing it with fine conduits, to water the palm 
groves in his gardens, 1 but beyond this he left no monuments 
of his reign. His time and heart were too much engrossed 
with vice and drunkenness to leave much interest for any¬ 
thing else. 

The hatred of the people and of their leaders, the Phari¬ 
sees, which had striven to prevent his getting the throne at 
first, grew only fiercer with time. The struggle continued, 
with true Jewish pertinacity, for nine years, fanned more or 
less openly by the ethnarch’s relations, and their factions at 
court. At last, in the beginning of the year a.d. 6, things 
came to a crisis. 2 Judea and Samaria, whom common oppres¬ 
sion had, for the moment, made friendly, sent a joint embassy 
to Rome, to accuse the tyrant, before his master, of having 
affronted the imperial majesty, by not observing the modera¬ 
tion commanded him. Archelaus was thoroughly alarmed. 
Superstitious, like his dead wife, he dreamed that ho saw ten 
ears of wheat, perfectly ripe, presently eaten by oxen, 3 and 
at once taking the dream as an omen, was told by one Simon, 
an Essene, that the ten heads of wheat were ten years, and 


marked the length of his reign. 4 Such a forecast w'as only 
too easy. The embassy to Rome had done its work. Cnesar 


was indignant, and ordered the Roman agent of ArchelauR, 


a man of the same name, to sail at once for Palestine, and 


summon his master to the imperial presence.® Five days 
after the dream the messenger reached Jerusalem, and found 


Archelaus feasting with his friends. The imperative summons 
brooked no delay, and the vassal instantly set out for Italy. 
There his fate was speedily decided. Accusers and accused 
were brought face to face, and Archelaus was sentenced to 
perpetual banishment, and the confiscation of all his property 
to the Emperor. The place of his exile was fixed at Vienne, 
in Gaul, a town on the Rhone, a little south of the modern 
Lyons, in what, long afterwards, became the province of 
Dauphine.® Here he lived in obscurity till his death, amid 
the vines of southern Prance, perhaps a wiser and happier 
man than in the evil years of his greatness. His reign was 


1 Ant., xvii. 13. 1. 
* Ant., xvii. 13 3. 
4 Ant., xvii. 13. 2. 


* Jesus About 10 or 12. 

4 Autumn, a.d. 6. 

• Age of Archelaus, 28. 
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the beginning of tlie end of Herod’s kingdom, his dominions 
being 1 forthwith incorporated with Syria, as part of that 
Roman province.} The wish of the Jews was at last gratified, 
hut they were soon to feel how bitterly they had deceived 
themselves in supposing that incorporation with Rome meant 
religious independence. The Castle at Jericho, and the palm 
groves and buildings of Archela’is, were the only memorials 
of the etlmarch, except the bitterness written on every heart 
by his cruelties and oppressions. 

A man of unspeakably greater importance in his influence 
on the nation—Hillel, the gentle, the godly, the scholar of 
Ezra, 2 appears to have passed away in these last months of 
excitement, at the age, it is said, of 120. Born among the 
Dispersion, in Babylon, he had come to Jerusalem, long 


vears before, 3 to attend the famous schools of Abtalion and 

4 J _ 

Shemaiah, which Herod’s proscriptions would have well- 
nigh crushed in later years, destroying Rabbinism with 
them, but for the genius who had been trained in their 
Spirit. Already a married man, he had no income but the 
daily pittance of half a denarius,® earned as a light porter 4 
or day labourer, 5 though his one brother was a great Rabbi 
and president of the school at Babylon, and his other was 
growing to be a wealthy man in Jerusalem. But the rich 
one did not trouble himself about him, and affected to de¬ 
spise him, 6 and the other, though eminent, was, very likely, 
himself poor. Unable, one day, to pay to the doorkeeper 
of the school the trifling fee for entrance, Hillel was yet 
determined to get the knowledge for which his soul thirsted. 
It was a Sabbath eve in winter, and the classes met on the 
Friday evening, continuing through the night, till the Sab¬ 
bath morning. To catch the instruction from which he was 
shut out, Hillel climbed into a window outside, and sat 
there, in the cold, for it was bitter weather, and snow was 
falling heavily. In the morning, says the tradition, She¬ 
maiah said to Abtalion : “ Brother Abtalion, it is usually 
light in our school by day ; it must be cloudy this morning 
to be so dark.” As he spoke, he looked up and saw a form 
in the window outside. It was Hillel, buried in the snow, 
and almost dead. Carrying him in, bathing and rubbing 


1 Ant., xvii. 13. 5. 3 Sota, 9. 6. 

* Cir. b.c. 50. Delitzach, Hillel u. Jem*, p. 10. 

4 Arnold’s Art, Hillel in Herzog. 

* Dclitzsch, p. 11. Hauerath, vol. i. p. 290. Joet, vol. i. p. 254. 

* Arnold , as above. 
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him with oil, and setting him near the hearth, he gradually 
revived. “ It was right even to profane the Sabbath for 
such an one,” said the teachers and students, 1 

Five or six years after the beginning of Herod’s reign, 
Hillel rose to be the head of the Rabbinism of Jerusalem, as 
the only man to be found who had studied under Abtali/m 
and Shemaiah. After a time, a rival school rose under 
Shammai. Hillel, though a strict Jew, had still a leaning 
to charitable and liberal ideas in some directions; Shammai 
was the embodiment of the narrow ultra-Pharisaic spirit, 
and, as such, much more numerously followed than his 
milder rival. Hillel’s weakness, as well as strength, lay in 
his love of peace, for he too often gave up principle to main¬ 
tain quiet. Many of his sayings are preserved, but most of 
them are inferior to those left by Epictetus or Seneca. 2 His 
summary of the Law; to a heathen, is the best known,— 
“ What yon would yourself dislike, never do to your neigh¬ 
bour—that is the w r hole Law ; all else is only its application.” 3 
But, like all the Rabbis, his religious system was radically 
unsound. Its central principle was the belief in strict re¬ 
taliation, or recompense, for every act. 4 Like for like was 
the sum of his morality. Seeing a human skull floating on 
a stream, Hillel cried out, “ Because thou hast drowned 
(some one), thou thyself art drowned, and he who has 
drowned thee will himself some day also be drowned.” 6 The 
Rame way, he believed, would it be at the final judgment. 
“ He who has gained (the knowledge of) the Law,” said he, 
“ has also gained the life to come.” 8 Service and payment, 
his fundamental motive to right action, inevitably led to 
formalism and selfish calculation, fatal to all real merit. 

The banishment of Archelaus found Jesus a growing 
boy of about ten or twelve, 7 living quietly in the Galilean 
Nazareth, among the hills. It proved a momentous event in 
the declining fortunes of the nation, for its results presently 
filled the land with terror, and paved the way for the final 
crisis, sixty years later, which destroyed Israel as a nation. 

The troubles of Herod’s time, aud the dreams of the 
Rabbis, had excited a very general desire, at his death, for 
direct government by Rome, under the proconsul of Syria. 


1 b. Joma , 35 b; quoted by Delitzsch. 

* See the collectiou of them in Keim*n Jtsu* von Nuzara, vol. i. p. 258. 

* Shahbuth, fol. 31 a. 4 See Matt. v. 38. 

» Pirke Ab., ii. 6. • Pirkr Ah ., ii 7, 14. 
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Tlie deputation sent to Augustus, when Archelaus was 
seeking the throne, had prayed for such an arrangement, 
thinking they would he left under their high priests, to 
manage their national affairs after their own customs, as 

o 

the Phenician cities were allowed to do under their Archons, 
and that Rome would only interfere in taxation and military 
matters. Their wish, however, was the only ground of their 
expectation, for Rome never left large communities like the 
Jewish nation thus virtually independent, though they might 
indulge towns or cities with such a privilege. 

When Archelaus, at the entreaty of the people, had been 
banished, their hopes revived of the restoration of the 
theocracy under the high priests and the Rabbis, with a 


nominal supremacy on the part of Rome. The exile of the 
tyrant, therefore, was greeted with universal joy; but the 
news that a procurator, 1 or lieutenant-governor, as he might 
be called, had been appointed in his stead, and that Judea 
was henceforth to be incorporated into the province of 
Syria, with its proconsul, or governor-general, as supreme 
head, under the Emperor, soon dispelled their dreams of 
theocratic liberty. 

The proconsul, 1 or governor-general, of Syria, at the time, 
was Publius Sulpicius Quirinius, a brave soldier, and faithful 
servant of the Emperor, accustomed to command and to be 
obeyed. Ordered to incorporate Judea with his province, no 
thought of consulting Jewish feelings in doing so crossed his 

o o o o 

mind. From comparative obscurity he had risen, through 
military and diplomatic service, till Augustus had named him 
consul. 2 He had made a successful campaign in Asia Minor, 
against some tribes of savage mountaineers, whom he suc¬ 
ceeded in subduing, by blockading the mountain passes, and 
after starving them into submission, had secured their future 
quiet by carrying off all the men able to bear arms ; banish¬ 


ing some, and drafting the rest into his legions. 


Fhr this 


he had gained the honour of a triumph. When Caius, the 
young grandson of Augustus, was treacherously wounded in 
Armenia, he had managed affairs for him so much to the 


satisfaction of the Emperor, that he got the 


•Syria as a reward. 


province of 
With all this, he bore a bad character 


with those who knew him, or were any way under him, as 
not only malignant and grasping, but mean and revengeful. 
As a proof of this it was instanced, that he kept a charge of 


1 P Sulpicius Quirinius, A.t>. (5 or 7-11. 


3 d.c. 12. 
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attempted poisoning over his wife’s head, for twenty years 
after he had divorced her. 

The procurator, or lieutenant-governor, appointed over 
Judea by Quirinius, was Coponius, a Roman knight, un¬ 
known except from this oflice. He and Quirinius made 
their appearance in Jerusalem together, as soon as Archelaus 
had been condemned, to take possession of his effects for 
Augustus. They lodged in the palace of Herod, which, 
henceforth, was called the Pnetorium, and became the 
residence of the procurators when they were in Jerusalem 
at the time of the feasts, for, except then, they lived in 
Caesarea. The Herod family had to content themselves 
with the old castle of the Maceaba?an kings, near the 

Xystus. 

Any golden dreams of a restored theocracy w’ere soon 
dispelled. Hardly had the inventory of the possessions of 
the crown been finished, before Quirinius announced that his 
next duty was to take a census of the people, and a return 
of their property and incomes, as the basis for introducing 
the Roman taxation common to all subject provinces of the 
empire. There could be no clearer proof that the nation 
had deceived itself. Rich and poor alike resented a measure 
which announced slavery instead of freedom, and ruinous 
extortion instead of prosperity. In every country the in¬ 
troduction of a new fiscal system, with its intrusion into 
private affairs, its vexatious interferences with life and 
commerce, its new and untried burdens, and the general 
disturbance of the order of things which custom has mado 
familiar, is always unpopular. But in this case patriotic 
and religious feeling intensified the dislike. It was at once 
the direct and formal subjection of the country to heathen 
government, the abrogation of law's with which religious 
ideas were blended, and the fancied profanation of the word 
of Jehovah and of His prophets, that Israel would be as tlio 
sand on the sea-shore, which cannot be numbered} It was 
recalled to mind, moreover, that when the wrath of God 
turned against Israel, He moved David to give the command, 
“ Go number Israel and Judah.” 8 It ran also from mouth 
to mouth that old prophecies foretold that the numbering 
of the people would be the sign of their approaching fall as 
a nation. To the fanaticism of the Jew the census was a 
matter of life and death ; to Quirinius, who could not com* 

1 Gen. xxxii. 12. Hosea i. 10. 1 2 Sam xxiv. 1. 
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prehend such a state of feeling, it was the simplest matter 
in the world. The very first step in the Roman government 
of Judea brought it into conflict with the people. 

The systematic and direct taxation of the country by 
Rome was, from this time, an inextinguishable subject of 
hatred and strife between the rulers and the ruled. The 
Romans smiled at the political economy of the Rabbis, who 
gravely levied a tax of half a shekel a head to the Temple, 
to avert a national pestilence, 1 and proposed that a census of 
the people, calculated by the number of the lambs slaughtered 
in Jerusalem at the last Passover, should be the basis of the 
imperial fiscal registration. But if this was ridiculous to 
the Roman, it was a matter so sacred to the Jew, that it led 
to ever-fresh revolts, after thousands of patriots had died to 
maintain it. The Jewish law recognized taxes and free gifts 
only for religious objects, and, according to the Rabbis, the 
very holiness of the land rested on every field and tree con¬ 
tributing its tithe, or gift of wood, to the Temple. How, it 
was asked, could this sacredness be maintained, if a heathen 
emperor received taxes from the sources consecrated to Jeho¬ 
vah by these tithes and gifts ? Hence the question rose, 
“ whether it was lawful to pay tribute to Caesar or not ? ”— 
a question to be solved only by the sword, but rising ever 
again, after each new despairing attempt at resistance. 
Every “ receipt of custom ” at the gate of a town, or at the 
end of a bridge, was a rock against which the Jew who 
honoured the Law felt his conscience wrecked, or a battle- 

deadly strife. 

This sullen antipathy to imperial taxation was, moreover, 
intensified by the evils of the Roman system. The chief 
imposts demanded were two—a poll and a land tax, the 
former an income tax on all not -embraced by the latter. 2 
The income tax was fixed by a special census, and was rated, 
in Syria and Cilicia, at one per cent. All landed property 
of private individuals was subject to the ground tax, while 
the Jewish crown possessions were confiscated entirely to the 
imperial exchequer. The tax amounted to a tenth of all 
grain, and a fifth part of wine and fruit, and was thus very 
oppressive. Both imposts were in the hands of “ publicans,” 3 
who bought from the censors at Rome the right of collect- 

1 Exod. xxx. 13. 

* Ant., viii. 4. 3. Tac. Ann., i. 78 ; xiii. 50-52. Liv., xxv. 3. 

* Publicani. 
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ing the taxes for five years. These publicani farmed the 
revenue from the State, giving security for the payment of a 
fixed sum for the province whose taxes they bought. There 
were, however, extraordinary taxes and local imposts, besides 
the two great ones. If corn ran short in Italy the provinces 
had to supply it at fixed prices, and the procurator at Caesarea 
had the right to demand for himself and his attendants what 
supplies he required. 

The customs and excise duties, moreover, were levied for 
the imperial government—and the tolls on bridges and 
roads, the octroi at the gates of towns, and the custom-houses 
at the boundaries of districts or provinces, which, also, were 
farmed by the publicani, gave additional room for arbitrary 
oppression. The whole system was radically bad, like its 
counterparts under the Ancien Regime in France, and in 
Turkey, now. The Roman knights who took contracts for 
provinces, sub-let them, by districts, to others, and these 
again had sub-contractors to smaller and smaller amounts. 
The worst result was inevitable where self interest was so 
deeply involved. Each farmer and sub-farmer of the revenue 
required a profit, which the helpless provincials had, in the 
end, to pay. The amount assessed by Rome was thus no 
measure of the ultimate extortion. The greed and oppor¬ 
tunity of the collectors, in each descending grade, alono 
determined the demand from the taxpayer.' 

Nor was there a remedy. The publicani were mostly 
Roman knights, the order from which the judges were 
chosen. They were the capitalists of the empire, and formed 
companies to take up the larger contracts, and these com¬ 
panies, like some even in the present day, were more con¬ 
cerned about the amount of their dividends than the means 
of obtaining them. Complaints could only bo laid before an 
official who might himself intend to farm the same taxes at 
a future time, or who was a partner in the company that 
farmed them at the moment. Thus, safe from the law, the 
oppression and extortion practised by the collectors were 
intolerable. The rural population w r ere especially ground 
down by their exactions. A favourite plan was to advance 
money to those unable to pay demands, and thus make the 
borrowers private debtors, whose whole property was erelong 
confiscated by the usurious interest required. 

Caesar has left us a vivid picture of the fate of a Roman 
province in matters of taxation. Speaking of Pius Scipio, 
the proconsul of Syria in B.c. 48, he tells us that he made 
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large requisitions of money on the towns, and besides exact* 
ing from the farmers of the taxes the amount of two years’ 
payment, then due to the Roman treasury, demanded as a 
loan the sum which would be due for the next year. All 
this extortion, we may be sure, would have to be more than 
made up by the unfortunate provincials. Having brought 
his troops to Pergamum, one of the chief cities of the pro¬ 
vince of Asia, he quartered them for the winter in the richest 
cities, and quieted their discontent by great bounties, and by 
giving up the towns to them to plunder. 

The money requisitions levied by him on the province 
were exacted with the utmost severity, and many devices 
were invented to satisfy the proconsul’s rapacity. A head 
tax was imposed on all, both slave and free : taxes were laid 
on columns and doors ; corn, soldiers, arms, rowers, military 
engines and conveyances, were taken by requisition. If 
anything could be thought of as a pretext for a new tax, 
the tax w’as imposed. Men with military authority were set 
over cities, and even over small villages and petty fortified 
places ; and he who used his power most harshly and remorse¬ 
lessly, was thought the best man and the best citizen. The 
province was full of lictors and bailiffs; it swarmed with 
officials and extortioners, who demanded more than was due 
for the taxes, as gain for themselves. In addition to all this, 
enormous interest was asked, as is usual in time of war, from 
all who had to borrow, which many needed to do, as the taxes 
were levied on all. Nor did these exactions spare the Roman 
citizens of the province, for additional fixed sums were levied 
on the several communes, and on the separate towns. 1 Cicero, 

found things 

equally sad in that province. He tells us that he freed many 
cities from the most crushing taxation, and from ruinous 
usury, and 6ven from debts charged against them falsely. 
The province had been nearly ruined by the oppressions and 
rapacity of his predecessor, whose conduct, he says, had been 
monstrous, and more like that of a savage wild beast than a 
man. 1 Such pictures, by Romans themselves, leave us to 
imagine the misery of the wretched provincials under pro- 
consuls and procurators, and account in no small degree for 
the recklessness of Judea under the Roman yoke. 

Jesus grew up to manhood amidst universal murmurs 
against such a system, the discontent becoming more serious 


on his entry on the proconsulate of Cilicia, 


1 Bell. Civ., iii. 31, 32. 
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year by year. h At last the Senate, on the recommendation 
of the Emperor Tiberins, sent Germanicus, the Emperor's 
nephew, to Syria, as a necessary step towards calming the 
popular excitement. 1 The Jews had already sent a deputa¬ 
tion to Rome, to represent the rnin brought on their country 
by the crushing weight of the taxes. The deepening ex¬ 
haustion of Palestine by the fiscal oppression of the Romans, 
and of Herod’s family, is incidentally implied in many 
passages of the Gospels. One of the most frequent allusions 
in Christ’s discourses is to the debtor, the creditor, and the 
prison. The blind misrule that was slowly destroying the 
empire fell with special weight on an agricultural people 
like the Jews. In one parable, Jesus represents every one 
bnt the king as bankrupt. The steward owes the king, and 
the servant owes the steward. 2 The q nest ion what they 
should eat aud what they should drink is assumed as the 
most pressing, with the common man. The creditor meets 
the debtor in the street, and straightway commits him to 
prison, till he pay the uttermost farthing, and, if that fails, 
sells him, his wife, his children, and all that he has, to make 
up his debt. 3 Oil and wheat, the first necessaries of life, 
are largely claimed by the rich man’s steward. 4 Buildings 
have to be left unfinished for want of means. 6 The mer¬ 


chant invests his money, to make it safe, in a single pearl, 
which he can easily hide. 6 Many bury their money in the 
ground, to save it from the oppressor. 7 Speculators keep 
back their grain from the market, and enlarge their barns. 8 
Instead of a field which needed the plough, the spade suffices. 
“ What shall I do ? ” says the ruined steward, “ I cannot 


dig, I am ashamed to beg.” ® In the train of scaicity of 
money comes the usurer, who alone is prosperous, 10 speedily 
increasing his capital five or even ten times. This state of 


things is constantly assumed 
worse and worse through th< 


the Gospels, and it grew 


in a great financial crisis, throughout 


few years after the Crucifixion. 


1 A.D. 19. 3 Luke vii. 41. Matt, xviii. 23. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

THE ROMAN PROCURATORS. 


ri 1BE material ruin which Rome had brought on the land, 

naturally increased the prevailing excitement, and the 
bands of fierce religionists which lurked in the hill-country, 
constantly received additions from those whom the evil 
times had beggared. 1 The popular mind was kept in per¬ 
manent agitation by some tale of insult to the Law on the 
part of the Romans. At one time they had “ defiled the 
feasts,” at another a military standard had been shown in 
Jerusalem, or a heathen emblem brought into the Temple, 
or a votive tablet set up on Mount Zion, or a heathen sculp¬ 
ture hud been discovered on some new public building. 
Real or imagined offences were never wanting. Now, it 
was heard, with horror, that a procurator had plundered 
the Temple treasures ; then, a Roman soldier had torn a 
copy of the Law; or a heathen had passed into the for¬ 
bidden court of the Temple, or some Gentile child, in his 
boyish sport, 2 had mocked some Jew. The most trifling 
rumours or incidents became grave from the passion they 
excited, and the hundreds or thousands of lives lost in the 
tumults they kindled. The heart of the whole country 
glowed at white heat, and ominous flashes continually warned 
Caesar of the catastrophe approaching. 

The excitement caused by the inquisitorial census of 
persons and property by Quirinius was intense. Herod and 
Arche la us in their taxation had been careful to avoid 
direct similarity to the Temple tenth, and possibly it was 
because the revenue had to be raised in any circuitous way, 
to prevent collision with the popular prejudices, that the 
imposts these princes had levied—tolls, house tax, excise, 

1 Pell. Jvd ii. 12. 5; 14. 1; iv. 8. 2. 

* bell. Jud ii. 9. 4 ; 14. 6 ; 12. 2. Acts xxi. 28. Bell. Jud ., ii. 12. 1; 
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market tax, head tax, salt tax, crown tax, and custom dues, 
—had pressed on the nation so heavily. Augustus had 
waived the introduction of the Roman modes of taxation, 
from similar motives of prudence, 1 and Herod, while he had 
taxed produce, took care to avoid requiring a tenth." But 
Quirinius had no such scruples, and at once kindled the 
fiercest resistance. The whole nation saw in the tithe on 
grain and the two-tenths on wine and fruit, an encroach¬ 
ment on the rights of Jehovah. A leading Rabbi—Zadok— 
headed the opposition in his class, and joined Judas, the 
Galilajan, who again appeared in the field, calling on all to 
take arms. The Rabbis inveighed against the proposals of 
Quirinius, but he cared nothing for their theology, and as he 
had broken the mountaineers of Cilicia by starvation, he 
felt no doubt that he could keep order, in spite of resistance, 
among the Jews. Ambition, love of money, and military 
rule, engrossed the thoughts of the rough, coarse soldier. 

At first it seemed as if he would succeed. The high 
priest, Joazer, a Herodian of the house of Boetlios, openly 
took his side, and persuaded the people in Jerusalem to let 
the census and registration go on quietly. The Rabbis 
temporized, and seemed inclined to take the safer side. But 
this did not content the whole body. The more determined 
were weary of the endless diseussions and trifling of the 
Synagogue, and broke away from their brethren to found 
a new school—that of the “ Zealots ”—which henceforth 
carried in its hand the fate of the nation. The fanatics of 
Judaism—their one sleepless thought was war with Rome • 
They were the counterparts and representatives of the stern 
puritans of the Maccahtcan times, and took their name, as 
well as their inspiration, from the words of the dying Matta- 
thias—“ Be Zealous, my sons for the Law, and give your 
lives for the covenant of your fathers.” 3 The exhortations 
of their brethren, to submit quietly to the government, 
were answered in the words of the early patriots—“ Who¬ 
ever takes on him the yoke of the Law is no longer under 
that of man, but he who casts off the Law, has man’s yoke 
laid on him.” 4 Thus, the foreboding that this numbering 
of the people, like that of David, would bring death in its 
train, was not unaccomplished. The tierce ruin broke forth 

1 Ant., xiv. 10. 1-6. * Ant., xv. 9. 1. 
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from Gamala, on the Sea of Gennesareth, a district in which 
the census was not to be taken ; and the destroying angel 
who passed through the land was Judas the Galilaean. 

Judas is one of thos6 ideal forms which have an abiding 
influence on the imagination; an enthusiast, raised above 
all calculations of prudence or possibility, but so grand in 
his enthusiasm, that while he failed utterly in his immediate 
aim, he more than triumphed in the imperishable influence 
of his example. He was the first of the stern Irreconcilables 
of his nation, and from his initiative sprang the fierce and 
pitiless fanatics whose violence led, two generations later, 
to the frightful excesses of the great revolt, and to the 
ruin of the nation. The cry which drew round him the 
youth of the country, had been, in part, the inarticulate 
longing of countless noble souls, though mingled with a 
spirit of proscription they would have repudiated. “ No 
'Lord but Jehovah: no tax but to the Temple : no friend 
but a Zealot.” It was idolatry to pay homage to Csesar; 
idolatry to pay dues to a heathen government ; it was de¬ 
filement of wliat was pure, to give tithes or custom from it 
to the Unclean, and he who demanded them was the enemy 
of God and of Israel, worthy of double punishment if a Jew. 
War with Rome, and with their brethren willing to live at 
peace with it, 1 were alike proclaimed. Fire and sword 
wasted the land. The country house of the rich Sadducee, 
and the ricks and barns of the well-to-do friend of Rome, 
everywhere went up in flames, at the first conflict of the 
rude but fiercely brave patriots with the Roman soldiery. 
Like our own Fifth Monarchy men, they believed that the 
kingdom of God could be set up only by the sword. In the 
stern spirit of the Old Testament, they thought only of 
hewing Agag in pieces before the Lord, believing themselves 
God’s instruments to rid the land of His enemies, ranking 
as such, in effect, all but themselves and their supporters. 
He was a jealous God, who would suffer no other lords 
in His inheritance, and His will was a war of extermination 
on the heathen invaders, like that of Joshua against the 
Canaanites. 

From the Nazareth hills, Jesus, as a growing boy, saw 
daily the smoke of burning villages, and in Joseph’s cottage, 
as in all others in the land, every heart beat fast, for long 
weeks, at the hourly news of some fresh story of blood. 


1 Ant,, xx. 8. 10. 
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But the insurrection was, erelong, suppressed: Judas dying 
in the struggle. The terrible story, however, was never 
forgotten. Many years after, Gamaliel could remind the 
authorities 1 how “ the Galilean drew away much people 
after him but perished, and as many as obeyed him were 
dispersed.” Even the Romans learned a lesson, and never 
attempted another census; for the proconsul Gcstius Gal- 
lus, so late as the reign of Nero, was content to reckon in 
the Jewish manner, by the number of Passover lambs. 2 To 
the people at large, Judas and his sons were a new race of 
Maccaba?an heroes ; for the sons—Jacobus, Simon, Menahem, 
and Elcazar—in after years, carried out the work of their 
father with a splendid devotion. None of the four died in 
bed. They either fell in battle against Rome, or by their 
own hand, to prevent their being taken alive. When all 
Judea had been lost but the rock of Masada, it was a grand¬ 
son of Judas who was in command of that last citadel of his 
race, and boasted to his comrades that as his family were 
the first who rose against the heathen, so they were the last 
who continued to fight against them, and it was ho, who, 
when .all hope had perished, slew, by their own consent, the 
900 men who were shut up with him, and set the fortress in 
flames, that Rome might find nothing over which to triumph 
but ashes and corpses. The grand self-immolation of Judas 
became a deathless example, and kept Rome uneasy for 
seventy years, nor is Josephus wrong in saying that though 
the insurrection lasted hardly two months, it kindled a 
spirit which reduced Palestine to a desert, destroyed the 
Temple, and scattered Israel over the earth. Galilee and 
Judea never showed their lofty idealism more strikingly than 
in producing such leaders, or in continuing to believe in 
them after their disastrous end. 

Meanwhile Quirinius had gained his point in a. measure, 
and the poll and ground taxes were imposed on the Roman 
plan, by the close of the year. 3 But nothing was done to 
lighten the previous burdens, of which the house and market 
taxes, especially, ■were hateful to the people. The fiscal 
result, however, "was far below Roman expectations. Al¬ 
though Herod had been regarded as the richest king of the 
East, the estimate forwarded by Quirinius to the Emperor, 
of the value of all the taxes, amounted to less than a twelfth 
part of the sum derived from Egypt. The computation was 
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sent for each tax, that Augustus might sanction it, and let 
it be put up for sale to the publicani. 

The opposition to this heathen taxation, though thus out¬ 
wardly suppressed, was only nursed the more closely in the 
hearts of all. The Rabbis still taught that the land was 
dt iiled by dues paid to a heathen emperor, and attributed 
every real or fancied natural calamity to the displeasure of 
the Almighty for its being so. “ Since the purity of the 
land was destroyed,” said they, “ even the flavour and smell 
of the fruit are gone.” The Roman tithe soon told fatally 
on that which had hitherto been paid to the Temple, and 
this the Rabbis especially resented. “ Since the tithes are 
no longer regularly paid,” said they, “the yield of the fields 
has grown less.” 1 Hence the question constantly passed 
from mouth to mouth, not whether the Roman tax should 
be paid, but wdiether it was lawful at all to pay it. 3 

The hatred and contempt for those of their countrymen 
who, under such circumstances, took service as collectors, 
under the associations of publicani farming the odious 
taxes, may be imagined. The bitter relentless contempt 
and loathing towards them knew no bounds. As the Greeks 
spoke of “tax-gatherers and sycophants,” the Jews had always 
ready a similarly odious association of terms such as “ tax- 
gatherers and sinners,” “ tax-gatherers and heathen,” “tax- 
gatherers and prostitutes,” “ tax-gatherers, murderers, and 
highway robbers,” 3 in speaking of them. Driven from 
society, the local publicans became more and more the 
Pariahs of the Jewish world. The Pharisee stepped aside 
with pious horror, to avoid breathing the air poisoned with 
the breath of the lost son of the House of Israel, who had 
sold himself to a calling so infamous. The testimony of a 
publican was not taken in a Jewish court. It was forbidden 
to sit at table with him or to eat his bread. The gains of 


the class were the ideal of uncleanness, and were especially 


shunned, every piece of their money serving to mark a 
religious offence. To change coin for them, or to accept 
alms from them, defiled a whole household, and demanded 


change 


special purification. 4 Only the dregs of the people would 
connect themselves with a calling so hated. Cast out l.y 
the community, they too often justified the bad repute of 
their order, and lived in reckless dissipation and profligacy. 5 


1 Mischna Sota , ix. 12, 13. * Matt. xxii. 17. Luke xx. 22. 

* Matt. ix. 10 ; xi. 19 ; xviii. 17 ; xxi. 31. Mischna Nedaf, iii. 4 
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To revenge themselves for the hatred tdiown them, their 
only thought, not seldom, was to make as much as they 
could from their office. The most shameless imposition at 
the “ receipts of custom,” and the most hardened reckless¬ 
ness in the collection of excessive or fraudulent charges, 
became a daily occurrence. They repaid the war against 
themselves by a war against the community. 1 

Amidst such a state of feeling between rulers and ruled, 
Jesus grew up to manhood and spent His life. The sleepy 
East could not endure the svstematic and restless wavs of 

W % 

the West, now forced npon it, and, still less, the regular 
visit of the tax-gatherer, especially under such a vicious 
system as that of Rome. War, as far as possible, became 
the chronic state of things, if not in the open field, yet in 
never-ending, ever-beginning resistance, all over the land. 
Even the mild school of Hillel justified the use of any means 
of escape from the robbery of the “ publicans,” and the 
Rabbis at large made the subject a standing topic in their 
schools. Controversies sprang up in connection with it. 
The Irreconcilables, as I may call the Zealots, could not 
brook even the slight concessions to Rome of the hitherto 
popular Pharisees. It was made a matter of reproach to 
them that they put the name of the Emperor along with 
that of Moses in letters of divorce, and the dispute was 
ended only by Hillel’s party reminding its opponents that 
this was already sanctioned by Scripture itself, which allowed 
the name of Pharaoh to stand beside that of Jehovah. 2 

Before Quirinius left Jerusalem, s b he yielded one point 
to the people, by sacrificing to their hatred the instru¬ 
ment of his tyranny—the high priest, Joazar. After 
helping to get the census carried out, and thus losing all 
popular respect, the time-serving priest was stripped of his 
dignity by the master who had despised even while he mnde 
use of him, and it was given to Hannas, the son of Seth, 4 in 
whose family it was held, at intervals, for over fifty years. 
But though his house was thus permanently ennobled, its 
taking office under the Romans, no less than its belonging to 
the party of the Sadducees, made it, henceforth, of no weight 
in the destiuy of the nation. The Zealots were steadily 

1 Luke iii. 12; xii. 58; xix. 8. * Exod. v. 1, 
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rising to be a great party in the land. The noblest spirits 
flocked to their banner most readily, as we may judge when 
we remember that one of the Apostles had been a Zealot, and 
that the young Saul also joined them. 1 The young’ men, 
especially, swelled their numbers. “ Our youth,” laments 
Josephus, “brought the state to ruin, by their fanatical 
devotion to the ferocious creed this party adopted.” 2 Its 


principles were, indeed, destructive of all government, as 
things were. “ He who was under the Law,” it was held, 




was free from all other authority.” Its members were 


pledged to honour Jehovah alone as King of Israel, and 


neither to shrink from death for themselves nor from mur 


dering their nearest kin, if it promised to serve the cause 
of liberty, as they understood it. 3 The family of the fallen 
Judas remained at the head of these fierce patriots. Two of 
his sons were afterwards crucified for raising an insurrec¬ 
tion, 4 and while his third son, Menahem, by the taking of 
Masada, was the first to begin the final war against Florus, 5 
his grandson, Eleazar, was the last who fought against the 
Romans, burying himself, as has been told, and the wreck of 
the Zealots, beneath the ruins of the fortress, rather than 
surrender. 6 It is noteworthy, moreover, that from the date 
of the census, 7 no part of Palestine was less safe than that 
which was directly under Roman authority. If the traveller 
between Jericho and Jerusalem fell among robbers, 8 what 
must have been the danger in the lonely and desolate valleys 
bevond Hebron ? 

The first seven years after the annexation were, not¬ 
withstanding, comparatively happy times for the Jews. 9 
Augustus made it his maxim to spare rather than destroy 
the provinces, so far as he could safely do so; and he 
furthered this policy by frequent change of the procurators. 
As to the burning religious questions raised by the decay 
of heathenism, and the spread of Eastern religions in the 
empire, he took, by advice of Maecenas, a middle course. He 
supported the Roman religion, but, at the same time, pro¬ 
tected the special faith of each country. Hence, although 
he personally despised foreign religions, and offered no sacri¬ 
fices when in Jerusalem, 10 even while asking with interest 


1 1 Matt. x. 4. Mark iii. 18. Acts xxii. 3. 8 Ant., xviii. 1. 1. 

a Ant., xviii. 1. 6. 4 Ant., xx. 5. 2. 8 Bell. Jud., ii. 17. 8. 

8 Bell. Jud , vii. 8. 1 ; ii. 17. 9. 7 a.d. 7. Age of Jesus about 11. 
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about the Jewish God, and though he praised his grandson, 
the young Caiua Caesar, for passing through Jerusalem 1 
like a Homan, without making an offering, yet, like Ciesur 
and Cicero, elsewhere, he would by no means do any vio¬ 
lence to the Jewish religion. On the contrary, he yielded 
to the wish of Herod, by taking the Jews of the Disper¬ 
sion under his protection, as Caesar had done, and sanc¬ 
tioned the remittance of the Temple money from all parts. 
Besides this, he acted with the greatest consideration towards 
the Jews in Rome; for since the campaigns of Poinpey 
and Gabinius, 2 they had been so numerous in the capital 
that they formed a great “ quarter ” on the farther side 
of the river. Treating them as clients of Caesar, he acted 
with marked thoughtfulness in all connected with their 
religion, their morals, or their prosperity. He formally sanc¬ 
tioned the Jewish Council in Alexandria, and, after the 
annexation of Judea, he ordered a permanent daily sacrifice 
of an ox and two lambs to be offered at his expense, and, in 
conjunction with the Empress Li via, and other members of 
his house, sent gifts of precious jars and vessels for the use 
of the drink-offering. 

This policy was not without its effect. Augustus got the 
fame in Rome of being the patron of the Jews, and in 
the provinces, even among the Jews themselves, of being 
the magnanimous protector of their religion. His tolerance, 
moreover, served an end which he did not contemplate. It 
secured the slow but certain conquest of the West, first by 
Judaism, the pioneer of a new and higher faith, and then 
by Christianity—the faith for which it had prepared the way. 

But in spite of every desire on the part of Augustus to 
humour their peculiarities, the Jews were still in a state of 
chronic excitement. The Samaritans seeing tlieir oppor¬ 
tunity, raised their heads more boldly. They were no longer 
dependent on Jerusalem, since the banishment of Archeluus. 
Their elders rejoiced in political consequence long denied 
them. But the light and giddy masses of the people could 
not make a right use of liberty. Under Coponius, the first 
procurator after Archelaus was deposed, 3 it was discovered 
that they had defiled the Temple at Jerusalem on the night 
before the Passover. The Temple doors, as was the custom, 
had been opened at midnight, before the feast, and some 

1 About the date of the birth of Christ. * b.c. 63, and B.c. 57-66. 
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Samaritans, knowing this, and having previously smuggled 
themselves into Jerusalem, had crept up to the Temple in the 
darkness, and strewed human bones in the courts, so that the 
high priest Hannas had to turn away, from the polluted sanc¬ 
tuary, the worshippers who in the morning thronged the gates. 
Nothing remained for the vast multitudes but to go back 
embittered to their homes, leaving the Temple to be purified, 
but nothing is said of any punishment of the Samaritans. 
The procurator seems only to have told the Jews that they 
should have kept a better watch. 1 

Little is known of the two procurators—Marcus Ambivius 
and Annins Rufus, 2 who followed Coponius—except that 
Judea, exhausted by its burdens, implored their diminution, 
and that, under the first, Salome, 3 Herod’s sister, died, while 
Augustus, himself, died 4 under the second. 

The new emperor, Tiberius, on his accession, sent a fresh 
procurator, Valerius Gratus, whom, with his dislike of 
change, he retained in office for eleven years. 5 Under him 
things went from bad to worse. During his period of office 
he changed the high priests five times, deposing Hannas, and. 
giving the office alternately to one of his family, and to a 
rival house of the small band of Sadducean Temple nobility. 
Large sums no doubt filled his coffers at each transaction, 
but such a degradation of their highest dignitaries must 
have exasperated the Jews to the quick. After the crafty 
Hannas came, as his successor, one Ismael, but his reign 
was only one year long. Hannas’ son, Eleazer, next won 
the pontifical mitre for a year; then came Simon, but he, 
too, had to make way for a successor, Caiaphas, son-in- 
law of Hannas, afterwards the judge of Jesus. Simon is 
famous in Rabbinical annals for a misfortune that befell him 
in the night before the Day of Atonement. To while away 
the long hours, during which he was not permitted to sleep, 
he amused himself by conversation with an Arab sheikh, but, 
to his dismay, the heathen, in his hasty utterance, let a speck 
of spittle fall on the priestly robe, and thus made its wearer 
unclean, so that his brother had to take his place in the rites 
of the approaching day. 6 Changes so violent and corrupt 
had at last degraded the high priesthood so much in the eyes 

1 Ant., xviii. 2. 2. 

^ 2 Marcos Ambivius a.d. 9-12. Annius Rufus a.d. 12-15. Tac. Annal., 
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of all, that the deposed Hannas, rather than his successors, 
was still regarded as its true representative. 

Meanwhile, the load of the public taxes became so un¬ 
endurable that a deputation was sent to Rome in the year 17, 1 
to entreat some alleviation of the misery. Syria, as a whole, 
indeed, seemed on the brink of an insurrection, from the 
oppression of the publicans. Germanicus, the Emperor’s 
nephew, one of the noblest men of his day, was sent to the 
East to quiet the troubles; but, unfortunately, with him was 
sent, as Govenfbr-General of Syria, Cneins Piso, his deadly 
enemy, who soon involved him in personal disputes that 
well-nigh excited a war between them. 8 Tiberius, able and 
cautious, and not yet fallen to the hatefulness of his later 
years, saw no remedy for this state of things but in pro¬ 
longing the reign of the procurators. “ Every office," he 
was wont to say, “ induces greed, and if the holder enjoy it 
only for a short time, without knowing at what moment 
he may have to surrender it, he will naturally plunder his 
subjects to the utmost, while he can. If, on the other hand, 
he hold it for a lengthened term, he will grow weary of 
oppression, and become moderate as soon as he has extorted 
for himself what he thinks enough." “On one of my cam¬ 
paigns," he would add, by way of illustration, “ I came upon 
a wounded soldier, lying on the road, with swarms of flies 
in his bleeding flesh. A comrade, pitying him, was about to 
drive them off, thinking him too wx*ak to do it himself. But 
the wounded man begged him rather to let them alone, ‘ for,’ 
said he, ‘ if you drive these flies aw’ay you will do me harm 
instead of good. They are already full, and do not bite me 
as they did, but if you frighten them off, hungry ones will 
come in their stead, and suck the lost drop of blood from 
me.’ " 3 The heartless cynic in the purple had no pity, and 
was far enough from a thought of playing the Good Samari¬ 
tan, by binding up the wounds of any of the races under 
him, far less those of the hated Jews. In Rome itself he 
treated them with the bitterest harshness, and his example 
i*eacted on those in Palestine. In the year 19 he drove 
the Jews out of Rome. 4 “ Four thousand freedmen infected 
with this superstition" (Judaism), says Tacitus, “being able 
to carry arms, were shipped off to the island of Sardinia to 
put down the robber hordes. If they perished from the 
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climate it was little loss. The rest were required to leave 
Italy, if they did not forswear their unholy customs by a 
certain day.” 1 Suetonius says that Tiberius even compelled 
them to burn their sacred robes and utensils', 2 but Josephus 
boasts that those drafted into the legions preferred dying as 
martyrs, to breaking the Law. 3 

In Judea, these measures were attributed to the influence 
of Sejanus, the hated favourite of Tiberius. It was, doubt¬ 


less, with no little alarm that the news came in the year 
2li, when the influence of Sejanns was at its height, that 
Valerius Gratus had at length been recalled, and Pontius 
Pilate appointed in his stead. 4 The client was worthy of the 
patron. Venal, covetous, cruel, even to delighting in blood, 
without principle or remorse, and yet wanting decision at 
critical moments, his name soon became specially infamous 
in Judea. He bore himself in the most offensive way 
towards the people of Jerusalem. The garrison of Antonia 
had hitherto always left the ornaments of their military 
standards at the head-quarters in Caesarea, since the Jews 
would not suffer the Holy City to be profaned by the presence 
of the eagles and the busts of the emperors, of which they 
mainly consisted. But Pilate, apparently on the first change 
of the garrison, ordered the new regiments to enter the city 
bv night with the offensive emblems on their standards, and 
Jerusalem awoke to see idolatrous symbols planted within 
sight of the Temple. Universal excitement spread through 
the city, and the Rabbis and people took mutual counsel how 
the outrage could be removed. The country soon began to 
pour in its multitudes. The violent party counselled force, 
but the more sensible prevailed as yet, and a multitude of 
the citizens hurried off to Pilate at Caesarea, to entreat him 
to take away the cause of such bitter offence. But Pilate 
would not listen, and treated the request as an affront to the 
Emperor. Still the crowds continued their appeal. For 
five days and five nights they beset the palace of Herod in 
which Pilate resided, raising continually the same cry, that 
the standards might be removed. Determined to end the 
matter, he at last summoned them to meet him on the seventh 
day in the circus. Meanwhile, he had filled the spaces round 
the arena with soldiers, and when the Jews began to raise 
their mutinous cries again, on his refusing to yield, he 
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ordered the troops to enter with drawn swords. But he hud 
miscounted their fanatical earnestness. Baring their throats, 
and kneeling as if to meet the sword, the multitude cried 
out that they would rather part with their life than their 
Law. Pilate, dreading the anger of the Emperor if he com¬ 
manded a wholesale massacre, had to yield, and the standards 
were withdrawn from Jerusalem. 

The power of Pilate over the people was henceforth broken. 
They had conquered his will by stronger wills of their own. 
From this time they knew how to extort concessions from 
him. Persistent clamour, that would take no refusal, was, 
henceforward, their most trusted reliance, as we see only too 
strikingly in the last hours of Jesus. But Pilate could not 
learn by any lesson, however severe. Furious at his defeat, 
he resolved to hide it by a fresh innovation, which he fancied 
he could carry out. The Rabbis had contended that their 
law did not allow the erection of images, but there seemed 
nothing to prevent votive tablets being set up in Jerusalem, 
like those dedicated to the Emperor by other officials. He, 
therefore, hung golden shields of this kind on the palace 
on Mount Zion, where he lived, inscribed simply with his 
own name and that of Tiberius. A terrible commotion was 
the result. At the next feast, the Jews, with the four sons 
of Herod, Philip, Antipas, Herod Boiithos, and Phasael, at 
their head, declared that such symbols, which were equiva¬ 
lent to altars, were less endurable than the emblems on the 
standards. “ Cease,” cried they, as he fiercely dismissed 
them, “ to stir up war and commotion. The Emperor is not 
honoured by insults offered to the Law. It is the will of 
Tiberius that our laws shall be respected, but if not, show 
us the edict, or new rescript, which says otherwise, that we 
may send an embassy respecting it to him.” 1 Pilate trem¬ 
bled when he heard of a complaint to Tiberius, for he was 
afraid, as Philo tells us, that a deputation to Rome would 
reveal all his crimes, “ the venality of his sentences, his 
rapacity, his having ruined whole families, and all the shame¬ 
less deeds he had done, the numerous executions he had 
ordered of persons who had not been condemned by any 
tribunal, and the excess of cruelties of every kind committed 
by him.” He had gone too far, however, to retreat, and had 
to leave matters to the decision of the Emperor; but as 
Herod Antipas had the ear of Tiberius, and willingly sided 

1 Philo, Leg. ad Caium., 1003-1035. Ant., xviii. 5. 1; xvii. 1. 8. 
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with the people, the procurator was defeated once more. 
The command of Tiberius was directly against him, and 
he was ordered to take away the shields, and hang them up 
in the temple of Augustus, at Caesarea. The Jews consoled 
themselves that the Emperor was gravely offended at Pilate’s 
folly. Henceforth, the clamour of the multitude nearly 
alwavs succeeded. 


Before loner he found himself involved in another conflict 

o 

with the people, in carrying out a work which was unques- 
tionablv of the hierhest value to Jerusalem, and for which he 

•/ O 1 


had already obtained the sanction of the Jewish authorities. 
The conduit which supplied the city and the Temple with 
water, had grown ruinous from age, and Pilate undertook to 
build a grand new aqueduct, twenty-five miles in length, 1 
which should bring a full and pure supply for the Temple 
and the citizens. As the Temple was to be benefited, he 
naturally thought that he might defray the expense from 
its treasury, forgetting that the money was Corban, or con¬ 
secrated to Hod. Hardly had the news of his intention 
spread, than, at the next feast, a frantic cry rose that the 
Temple was to be plundered, and thousands streamed to the 
palace, to repeat the tactics of Cassarea. But the procurator 
had this time prepared himself beforehand. He had scattered 
numbers of his soldiers, dressed as Jews, among the crowds, 
and no sooner had the tumultuous cries begun, than these 
assailed those round them with clubs, and speedily drove 
them off in wild terror, leaving many of their number, 
severely wounded, behind. Perhaps it was about this time, 
when the works had been pushed almost to the Pool of 
Siloam, that the tower, there, fell and killed eighteen men ; 
a calamity attributed by the Rabbis to the wrath of God at 
the secularization of the Temple treasures. 2 Pilate’s aque¬ 
duct suffered no more hindrance in its completion. 


1 Ant., xviii. 3. 2. Bell. Jud., ii. 9. 4. 


3 Luke xiii* 1* 



CHAPTER XX. 

HEROD ANTIPAS AND CHRIST’S OWN COUNTRY. 


the death of his father Herod, Galilee fell to the lot of 
Herod Antipas, who rnled over it during all the remain¬ 
ing lifetime of our Lord, and for six years after His death. 1 
His mother was the Samaritan, Malthace, so that he was 
a full brother of Archelaus, who was about a year older. 
He had been sent to Rome, for his education, with Arclielans 
and his half-brother Philip, when a boy of about thirteen, 
and the three had been entrusted there to the care of a 
private guardian. The evil genius of their house, their half- 
brother Antipater, who was much their senior, was already 
living in the imperial city. He had always hated Archelaus 
and Philip, as rivals in his hopes of the throne, and now took 
every opportunity to slander them to their father, so that, 
perhaps in consequence of this, they were recalled to Judea 
in the year b.c. 5. But this only made Antipater the more 
deadly in his hatred, and he succeeded in so poisoning their 
father’s mind against them, that they almost dreaded sharing 
the fate of the two sons of Mariamne, who had fallen 
through the same fatal influence. Antipas, who had escaped 
Antipater’s wiles, seemed likely to profit most by the mis¬ 
fortune, for, in his second will, made after the execution of 
Antipater, Herod, unable to clear his mind of the prejudice 
against them, had passed over both Archelaus and Philip, 
and named Antipas, the youngest, as his successor. Kindlier 
thoughts, however, returned before he actually died, and a 
third will was made, in which Archelaus was named king, 
and Antipas and Philip tetrarchs, tlieir father’s dominions 
being divided between them. 

Antipas had received his name in honour of his paternal 
gTeat-grandfather, as Antipater, his half-brother, had received 
that of his grandfather. In Rome, by a strange fortune, he 

1 b.c. 4 to a.d. 89. Antipas was born, apparently, about the year 
B.c. 20. 
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had for a companion and fellow-scholar, one whose after-life 
was very different from his own—a lad named Manaen, 1 
who afterwards became a Christian teacher in Antioch. 


Antipas stayed at school, in Rome, after Archelans and Philip 
had been recalled to Judea ; his quiet, peace-loving disposition 
having protected him, in some measure, from the slanders of 
Antipater, and from the distrust of his father. He was, 
however, by no means wanting in ability, else so shrewd a 
man as Herod would never have thought of making him his 
sole successor; nor could he, otherwise, have been supported, 
as he was, before Augustus, by Salome and the family, and 
by the leading men of Herod’s government, in his suit for 
the crown, in preference to Archelans. That prince, hated 
by nearly every one, found himself vigorously opposed by 
Antipas, and gained his cause only with mortifying abase¬ 
ments. Salome and Herod’s counsellors may have put 
Antipas forward to serve their own ends, but he had, himself, 
ahown in the management of his claim, that, if quiet, he was 
none the less ambitious in a peaceful way. 

When he entered on his government, in the year B.c. 4, 
he was about seventeen years old. 2 His provinces were wide 
apart, for Galilee was in the north-west, and Perea in the 
south-east of the country • the territory of the free towns, 
known as Decapolis, separating them completely. 3 They 
were both, however, so rich, especially Galilee, that they 
ranked as second in the paternal inheritance. 

Under the wise guidance of his father’s counsellors, 


Irenaeus and Ptolemy, the care of Antipas was first turned 
to the repair of his kingdom—which had been sadly injured 
by the Romans and Arabs in the wars—and to the necessary 


security of his throne. 


In the south of Galilee he rebuilt 


and strongly fortified the town of Sepphoris,—which lay on 
an isolated hill, only two hours north of Nazareth,—mak¬ 


ing it his capital, and at once the ornament of his kingdom, 
and its protection against Syro-Phenician, or even Roman 
attack. It had been taken and burned to the ground by the 
son of the proconsul Varus, who had marched against it from 
the neighbouring garrison town, Ptolemais, 4 in the summer 


of the year b.c. 4, on occasion of the insurrection of Judas, 
the son of that Hezekiah whom Herod had put to death when 
he routed his band in the caverns of the 800 feet high cliffs 


1 Or, Menahem. Acts xiii. 1. 
* Meuke’s Bibel Atlat. 


* Jesus was then an infant. 
4 Acre. 



284 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


of Arbela, on the Sea of GenneBareth. Varus had sold the 
inhabitants as slaves, but Antipas brought others and re- 
peopled it. 1 Jesus, in His early childhood, must have seen 
the town in building, for it lay, full in view, at a short dis¬ 
tance from the hill-top behind Nazareth, to which He often 
wandered. 

Having thus secured his northern frontier, he turned to 
the opposite, outlying extremity, where Perea bordered the 
Nabatean kingdom, and was exposed to the Arabs, about 
half-way down the eastern edge of the Dead Sea. Among 
the precipitous volcanic cliffs and peaks of that region, he 
strengthened the fortress of Machaerus by high walls and 
towers, adding a residence for himself within its circuit. 
The defences, built at first by Alexander Jannreuis, but 
destroyed by the Romans in the old Asmonean wars, were 
now made almost impregnable, and Antipas could boast of 
having secured his kingdom at another of its weakest points. 


He little thought that he himself was to earn his darkest 
stain by the execution of a lonely prisoner within its walls. 
But he did not trust to strong walls alone. He dreaded the 
neighbouring Arab prince Aretns as his most probable enemy, 
and. allied himself with him by marrying his daughter. 
To flatter the empress-mother, Livia, whom Salome, at her 
death, about a.d. 10-13, had made her heir, and his neigh¬ 
bour, he built a town which he called Livins, on the site of 
the old Beth Harum, at the upper end of the Dead Sea. 
From Salome, Livia had obtained, besides, the town of 
Jamnia and its district, in the Philistine plain, and Phasaelis 
and Archelais in the valley of the Jordan, close to the 
dominions of Antipas, so that he wished to be on good 
terms with her. 2 Besides, Livia was at the time in favour 
with the Jews, for having given golden jars and dishes, and 
other costly offerings to the Temple. 3 

In the first part of his reign, under Augustus, from the 
year A.D. 4 to 14, Antipas maintained a prudent restraint, for 
he had had no success in the single attempt he ventured 
towards a more intimate relation with the Emperor. On 
the banishment of Archelaus lie had sought to become his 
heir, and to get his father’s dominions as a whole, as had 
been intended in the second will, and Beemingly had mado 
himself chief accuser of his fallen brother, and of his govern* 


1 Wnt., xvii. 10. 9; xviii. 2. 1. 

* Ant., xviii. 2. 1, 2. * Philo, ad Citium. 
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ment. 1 But the answer of Augustus was tlie annexation 
of Judea to Syria, leaving Antipas, as his one consolation, 
the thought that as he was now the only Herod, he might 
assume the name, as he seems by his coins to have done, from 
this date. 2 

His relations with Tiberius were more flattering. By 
countless proofs of dependence and obedient fidelity, shown, 
doubtless, in part, by treacherous reports and espionage on 
the proconsuls, such as the suspicious and despotic emperor 
loved, he succeeded at last, after a probation of a good many 
years, in gaining great favour with him. 3 To show his 
gratitude, Antipas, who had grown tired of Sepphoris for 
his capital, far off among the hills of Galilee, on the borders 
of his tetrarchy, and among a proud and independent people, 
determined to build a new one on the Sea of Gennesareth, 
near the hot springs of Emmaus. It was the finest part of 
his territory, alike for richness of soil and beauty of land¬ 
scape.' 4 The city was, of course, planned in the Roman 
style, and as, under the former emperor, every third town 
was called Caesarea, or Sebaste, the Greek equivalent of 
Augustus, the new metropolis was to be called Tiberias. 
The site chosen was one of the most beautifnl on the lake, 
on a southerly bend of the shore, washed on its eastern side 
by the waves. 5 Yet it was not, for the time, a fortunate one, 
for the reedy a strand made it unhealthy, and, still worse, 
traces of an old burial-place were found as the streets were 
being laid out—a discovery which at once brought forward 
the Rabbis with entreaties that the spot might be abandoned, 
as thus at once unclean and unholy. But Herod paid no 
attention to the clamour, and, as soon as some streets were 
ready, filled the houses with whatever strangers were willing 
to take them. Erelong, however, he had to use force to get 
inhabitants, for no strict Jew would settle of his own accord 
in a place known to be polluted. He was even driven to 
give slaves and beggars building and garden ground, and 
to raise houses for them, and grant them special privileges, 
before he got his capital peopled. But a prejudice clung to 
it, which, even in after years, made all unclean for seven 
days after visiting it, and required rites of purification beforo 

1 Ant., xvii. 3. 2. Dio Cassius, lv. 27. 

2 Keim, in Bibel Lexicon, Art. Herodes Sohne. 

8 Ant., xviii, 2. 3. 4 Ant., xviii. 2. 3. 

4 Ant., xviii. 2. 3. Bell. Jnd.. iii. 10.1. Furrcr, Wanderungen , p. 314, 
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the defilement could be removed. 1 Tiberias is only once 
mentioned in the Gospels, 2 and there is no trace of Jesus 
having ever entered it. But, in spite of all opposition, 
Herod transferred his residence to it from Scpphoris, and 
lavishly decorated his palace, to the grief of the pcoplu, 
with heathen ornaments. The fafade, which was adorned 
by sculptures of animals, was especially offensive to the 
Rabbis. The interior was furnished with almost imperial 
splendour, and it was long reported how the ceilings were 
gilded, and what wonderful candelabra and furniture of 
precious metal dazzled the eyes. When the palace and 
castle were stormed by the people, at the outbreak of the 
final war, lustres of Corinthian brass, splendid tables, and 
whole table-services of solid silver, were carried off as 
plunder. 3 Close to this castle-palace, to the additional 
horror of the Jews, he built an amphitheatre, still to be 
traced, spacious enough for the greatest assemblies.* The 
city was adorned, besides, with Grecian colonnades and 
marble statues, 5 and, even at this day, ruins of fine buildings 
strew the beach—granite columns and blocks of costly mnrble, 
porphyry, and syenite, the wreck of the splendid villas of the 
great ones of Herod’s day, when no heathen luxury had been 

wanting 6 

Still, with all this Roman magnificence, the Jews were 
not quite forgotten. A synagogue, large enough for the 
greatest congregation, was built, apparently by Herod, in 
the spacious hall of which, two generations later, the wild 
revolutionary gatherings of the Galibeans were held during 
the great war with Rome. The archives of the province 
were transferred, with the seat of government, to Tibcrins, 
and a castle, in whose arsenals arms were stored for 70,000 
men, was built for the garrison. 7 For the next fifty years, 
Tiberias was the undisputed capital of Galilee, and, Ciesarea 
excepted, the finest city of Palestine. Its building was the 
great theme of local curiosity and interest in the north, for 
the five years after Jesus had reached His majority, for it 
was begun between a.d. 10 and 19, and was ready for inha* 
bitants, at latest, by the year 22, and it lay only fifteen or 
eighteen miles from Nazareth. Sepphoris was henceforth, 
till Nero’s days, only the second town of the province. 

1 Ant., xviii. 2. 8. * John vi. 2. * Vita. xii. 18. 

« Bell. Jud., ii. 21. 0. 5 Vita, xii. 18. • Furrer, p. 310. 

1 Ant., xviii. 7. 2. 
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Galilee has a surpassing interest as the special scene of the 
ministry of Jesus, and the district in which He spent nearly 
all His life. It was through its cities and villages that He is 
recorded to have passed, once and again, teaching and preach¬ 
ing, 1 and it was in Galilee that He had most popular support. 
To know something of a land whose air He thus breathed so 
long, amongst whose people He was wont to mingle, and by 
whose best characteristics He must have been affected, 
almost unconsciously, is essential to a vivid realization of 
His life. 

The province lay wholly inland, with Phenicia as its 
western, and partly its northern neighbour, the small state 
of Ulatlia reaching, from where Phenicia ended, to the Sea 
of Merom, on the north-eastern border. The Jordan marked 
its eastern limit, and Decapolis, with the territory of Samaria, 
defined its southern border. Its whole extent was incon¬ 
siderable, for it measured little more than seven-and-twenty 
miles from east to west, and five-and-twenty from north 
to south, 2 its whole area being nearly the same as that of 
Bedfordshire, one of the smallest of our English counties. b 
Its boundaries varied, indeed, at different times, but, at the 
largest, it was rather like a moderate county than a province. 
The Talmud includes Caesarea Philippi, twelve and a half 
miles north of the Sea of Merom, in it, 3 which would bring 
it in a line with the precipitous mountain bed of the swift 
Leontes, where that river turns westward, at a right angle 
to its former course, and rushes straight to the ocean. In 
Christ’s day, however, Caesarea Philippi seems to have 
belonged to the dominions of Philip, rather than those of 
Antipas, and this was the case, also, with the neighbouring 
district of Ulatha, though both form the natural boundary 
of the Galilean region. 

Under these steep northern slopes extends a marshy plain, 
overgrown with tall reeds and swamp grass, and left unin¬ 
habited, from its pestilential air. South of this the waters 
gather to form Lake Merom, or el Huleh, overgrown with 
Ihick reeds, through which the Jordan slowly makes its way. 
The people of Galilee never came to this district except to 
hui t the wild boar and the buffalo, which roamed through 
the reed beds in troops. It was shunned on account of the 

1 Matt. iv. 23 ; ix. 35. 

a Menke’s Bibel Atlas, plate 5. 

• Neubauer, La Geugraphie du Talmud, pp. 178, 236, 242. 
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robbers and fugitives, who were wont to hide among ita 
inaccessible morasses and reed forests. Population recom¬ 
mences only when this region is passed, increasing as the 
point is reached 'where the caravan road between Damascus 
and Acre crosses the Jordan, near the spot now called Jacob’s 
bridge, and stretches southward towards Tiberias. 

The Sea of Tiberias, on which that city stood, was rightly 
called the Eye of Galilee. In the days of Christ, even more 
than now, all the splendour of nature in southern lands was 
poured on its shores. Culture, which left no spot unpro¬ 
ductive, encircled the blue waters, even yet so enchanting 
a contrast to the yellow chalk hills that mostly fringe them. 
The western shore is still bright with many-coloured vegeta¬ 
tion, while, on the east, the steep hills that sink to the water’s 
edge are bare and gloomy volcanic rocks. The richest spot 
on the lake is the plain of Gennesareth, where, in our Lord’s 
day, all the fruits of Palestine abounded. Even the lulls 
were then covered with trees. Cypresses, oaks, almonds, 
firs, ngs, cedars, citrons, olives, myrtles, palms, and balsams, 
are enumerated by a contemporary of Jesus 1 as adorning the 
valleys or lulls. The now bare landscape was then a splendid 
garden. 3 Oleander bushes, with flowers of the loveliest 
colours, figs, vines, grain-fields, and soft meadows fringed 
the banks, and, while fruit-trees and olives covered the hills, 
the shores were dotted with waving palms. 3 

The lake is shaped almost like a pear, the broad end 
towards the north. Its greatest width is six and three- 
quarter miles, and its extreme length twelve and a quarter. 
In Christ’s day, the western shore was thickly dotted with 
towns and villages, which the Gospels will, hereafter, bring 
repeatedly before us. The eastern side has always been less 
populous, bu*t even it had towns at every opening of the 
dark basaltic hills, the outworks of the Gaulonitish range, 
which press close to the water’s edge. 

East of the Jordan, and half-way down the eastern side 
of the lake, a strip of upland plateau, about four miles in 
width, and thirteen long, was included in Galilee, but it was 
of little valne. South-west of the lake, between the north¬ 
ern uplands and the range of Carmel, stretched out the plain 
ot Esdraelon, the market of Galilee. Beyond other parts of 
the province, this great plain was crowded with life, and 

1 Booh of Jubileet, p. 19. * Bell. Jud ., i. 16. 6, 

» Bril. Jud., iii. 10. 7, 8. 
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covered with fruitful fields, vineyards, and orchards, in the 
days of our Lord. Jewish writers are never tired of prais¬ 
ing Galilee as a whole. Its climate, they said, was a well- 
nigh perpetual spring, its soil the most fertile in Palestine, 1 
its fruits renowed for their sweetness. 2 Por sixteen miles 
round Sepphoris, and, therefore, round Nazareth, its near 
neighbour, the land, it was boasted, flowed with milk and 
honey. 3 The whole province, in fact, was, and is, even still, 
full of verdure, and rich in shade and pleasantness; the true 
country of the Song of Songs, and of the lays of the well- 
beloved. 4 It was in a region where rich woods crowned the 
higher hills and mountains; where the uplands, gentle 
slopes, and broader valleys, were rich in pastures, cultivated 
fields, vineyards, olive groves, and orchards, and the palm 
groves of whose warmer parts were praised even by foreign¬ 
ers, 5 that Jesus spent nearly all His life. 

The main products of this delightful province, in the days 
of Christ, were the fish of Gennesareth, and the wheat, 
wine, and olive oil, which the whole land yielded so richly. 
Gischala, a town in northern Galilee, owed its name to the 
“fat soil” 6 of its district, and the plain of Esdraelon, on 
part of which Nazareth looked down, was famous for its 
heavy crops of wheat. Jesus, indeed, lived in the centre of 
a region famous for its grain and oil. Fanners, and grape- 
and olive-growers formed the richer classes around Him, 
and He was familiar with noisy market days, when buyers 
came from all parts to the towns and villages, to trade for 
the teeming rural wealth. Magdala, on the Lake of Gen¬ 
nesareth, drove a flourishing trade in doves, for the sacri¬ 
fices ; no fewer than three hundred shops, it is said, being 
devoted to their sale. 7 There were indigo planters also in 
its neighbourhood, then, as now. Woollen clothmaking and 
dyeing throve in it, for it had eighty clothmakers, and a 
part of the town was known as that of the dyers. 8 Arbela, 
not far off, beside the hill caves, was no less noted for its 

1 Ritter’s Gcog. of Palest., vol. ii. p, 240. Jost, Gesch. d. Israel, vol.i. 
p 34. 

2 Neubauer, p. 180. 8 Neubauer, p. 185. 

4 Renan’s Vie de Jesus, p. 96. See also tlie testimony of Josephus, Bell. 
Jud iii. 2. 3. 

6 T<k-. Hist., v. 6. 

8 Gush Chaleb, fat soil— Buxtorf. It is equivalent etymo¬ 

logically to Homer’s figure—The Udder of the Land. 

1 Neubauer, p. 218. 8 Ibid., p. 218. 
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clothmaking. 1 Flax was grown widely, and woven by women 
into the finest kinds of linen. 2 Kefr Hananiah- the village 
of Hananiah—in the centre of Galilee, 3 was the pottery 
district of the province, and was famous for its earthenware, 
and especially for its jars for olive oil, which were necessarily 
in great demand in so rich an oil country. 

Shut in from the sea-coast, as the Jewish territory had 
been in all ages, the Galilean, looking down from his hills, 
saw, to the west, the home of another and a very different 
race. The glittering white sand on the shore, and the 
smoking chimneys of the glass manufactories rising from 
many points ; the dingy buildings of Tyre, a contrast to the 
white walls of his own mountain home, and a sign of the busy 
industries, the weaving, dyeing, and much else which there 
flourished; the ceaseless traffic, both by sea and land, to and 
from this great centre of commerce, reminded him that the 
Hebrew world ended with his hills, and that on the coast 
plain beneath them that of the Grcco-Phenician race began. 
Yet, there were many cities, and market towns, and villages, 
in his own hills and valleys—Giscliala on the northern 
slopes of the 4,000 feet high Djebel Djermak, and Rama on 
the southern; Sepphoris crowning its hill of 900 feet; the 
strong hill fortress of Jotapata, overlooking the plain of 
Battauf on the north side of the Nazareth ridge; with (’ana 
of Galilee on its northern edge, and Rimmon on its southern. 
All these, or the heights under which they nestled, were 
every-day sights to Jesus from the round summit behind His 
own highland Nazareth, and they were only a few that might 
be named. Looking south, over the plain of Esdraelon, on 
its further edge lay Legio, the old Mcgiddo, where the good 
king Josiah fell in battle, 4 amidst such slaughter and lamen¬ 
tation, that Zechariah, more than a hundred years later, 
could find no better picture of “the land mourning, every 
family apart,” than the “ mourning in the valley of Mcgid- 
don,” 5 and that even the Apocalypse places the great final 
conflict, in Armageddon,—the Hill of Mcgiddo.® The wind¬ 
ings of the torrent Kishon carried with it the memories 
of another great historical batt le, when the host of Si sera, 
thrown helpless by a sudden flood, perished before Barak 
and Deborah. 7 In the east of the plain rose, on its slope, 

1 Neubauer, p. 213. * Scubuuer, p. 181. 

• Lifflit/oot, vol. i. p. 127. 

4 2 Chron. xxxv. 22-25. ' Zrch. xii. 11, 12. 

• "I? Har Megiddo. Rev. xvi. 16. J Jndg. v. 15. 
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the plensant Jezreel, 1 once Aliab’s capital, where Naboth had 
his vineyard, and the dogs licked the blood of the haughty 
Jezebel. Clustered round a spur of the hills of Gilboa, 
which rose 1,800 feet above the sea-level, halfway between 
Jezreel and Tabor, lay, on the different sides, the village of 
Sunem, where Elisha lived with the Shnnammite widow, ? 
and the birthplace of Abishag, 3 the fairest maiden in the 
kingdom of David—Nain, where the young man was one 
day to rise up again, alive, from his bier—and Endor—“ the 
fountain of the people round ”—where Saul saw the shade 
of Samuel. Close to the hill, on its southern side, bubbling 
up in a hollow of the rock, was the Spring of Trembling, 4 
where Gideon’s test sent away all but the stout-hearted 
three hundred who won the great “ day of Midian,” 0 the pro 
phetic prototype of the triumph of the “ Prince of Peace.” 
On the south side of the ravine down which the spring 
flowed, rose the hills of Gilboa, 0 where Saul and his three 
sons fell in battle. 7 Where the rocky gorge, sinking steeply, 
opens a few miles beyond, to the east, into a pleasant moun¬ 
tain valley, watered by Gideon’s spring, now swollen to a brook, 
lay the town of Bethshean or Scythopolis, to the walls of which 
the bodies of Saul and of his three sons, Jonathan among 
them, were hung up in triumph by the victorious Philistines. 

The view from the Nazareth hills swept over all this land¬ 
scape, but it embraced much more. Josephus says that there 
were two hundred and forty towns and villages in Galilee, 
and fifteen fortresses. Tabor, Sepphoris, and Jotapata, were 
among them, in Christ’s own district, and Safed and Caesarea 
Philippi within the sweep of His view. St. Mark speaks of 
towns, villages, and farmhouses on the Galilaean hill-sides. 8 
Not a spot of ground was left idle, 9 and the minute division 
of the soil, from the dense population, had caused the plough 
often to give way to the spade. 10 Pasture land was turned into 
fields, as more profitable than cattle or even flocks, which 
were left to graze the mountains of Syria, and the barren 
hills of Judea. 11 The rich dark soil of Esdraelon bore mag¬ 
nificent Indian corn and wheat, and the hill-slopes on its 
sides were noted for their wine, and the rich yield of their 

I 429 feet above the sea-level. 2 2 Kings iv. 8. 8 1 Kings i. 3. 

4 Judg. vii. 1. Harod, from Tin to tremble. 6 Isa. ix. 3. 

6 1,700 feet above the sea-level. 7 1 Sam. xxxi. 8, 12. 

8 e.g. Mark iv. 3 ; i. 35, 45 ; xii. 9; ii. 23 ; vi. 6, 36, 56. 

* Hell. Jud., iii. 3. 2. 10 Luke xvi. 3. 

II Talmud ; quoted by Hamrath, vol. i. p. 8. 
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olive gardens and vineyards. 1 The Rabbis, in their hyperbo¬ 
lical way, say that one waded in oil in Galilee. “ It never 
suffers from want of people,” says Josephus, “ for its soil is 
rich, with trees of all kinds on it, and its surpassing fertility 
fields a splendid return to the farmer. The ground is 
worked with the greatest skill, and not a spot left idle. The 
ease with which life is supported in it, moreover, has over¬ 
spread it with towns and well-peopled villages, many of them 
strongly fortified. The smallest has over fifteen thousand 
inhabitants.” 2 The ease with which Josephus levied 100,000 
Galilean troops seems to indicate a population of, perhaps, 
two millions, 3 and the general prosperity is shown in the 
readiness with which Herod raised a Roman contribution of 


100 talents in Galilee, as compared with Judea. 

The pictures in the Gospels support this description. 
Everywhere the scene is full of life. Busy labour enlivens 
the vineyard, or ploughs the field, or digs the garden. 4 * In 
the towns, building is going on vigorously: the extra mill¬ 
stone lies ready beside the mill: the barns are filled and new 
ones about to be built: vineyards stretch along the terraced 
hillsides, and outside the town are seen the whitewashed 
stones of the cemeteries. 6 On the roads, and beside the 


hedges, the blind and cripple await the gifts of passers by : 
labourers are being hired in the market-places, and the farm 
servant wends homewards in the evening with his plough : 
the songs and dance of light-hearted youth on the village 
green are heard from a distance: the children play and 
strive in open places of the towns: visitors knock at closed 
doors even late in the night: and the druuken upper servant 
storms at and maltreats the maids. 6 From morning to night 


the hum of many-coloured lusty life everywhere rises: the 
busy crowds have no time to think about higher things. One 
has bought a field and must go to see it, another has to prove 
a new yoke of oxen, and a third has some other business—a 
feast, a marriage, or a funeral. 7 To use our Lord’s words, thoy 


1 jlrll. Jud., ii. 21. 2. 

* B. U. Jud., iii. 8. 2. Vita, 45. Read 1,500 for 15,000. 

* Beli. Jud., ii. 20. 6. 

4 Matt. xx. 8. Luke ix. 62. Mark iv. 4. Matt. xxi. 28. 

* Matt. vii. 25. Luke xiv. 80. Mark ix. 42. Luke xii. 17, 18. Matt, 
xxiii 27. 

4 Luke xiv. 28. Matt. xx. 8 . Luke xvii. 7 ; xv. 25. Matt. ii. 16* 

Luke xiii. 26. 

7 Luke xiv. 18. 
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ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they 
budded, they married wives and were given in marriage, 5 as 
full of the world in its ambitions, cares, labours and pleasures, 
as if the little moment of their lives were to last for ever. 


1 Luke xvii. 29, On this whole subject see Hausrath , vol. i. pp. 8, ft. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

THE GALIL2EANS AND THE BORDER LANDS. 

G ALILEE got its name* as the circle or region of the 

Gentile nations, and hence, to the southern Jews of 
Isaiah’s days, it was “ the heathen country.” It included the 
districts assigned to Asher, Naphtali, Zebulon, and Issaclmr. 
But these tribes never obtained entire possession of their ter¬ 
ritories, and contented themselves with settling among the 
Canaanite population, whom they, in some cases, made tribu¬ 
tary,—the Jewish colonies remaining centres of Judaism in 
places which retained their old heathen names. Kedcsh in 
Naphtali, near Lake Merom, the birthplace of Barak, with 
twenty small cities lying round it, was, originally, “ the land 
of Galilee in Joshua’s time, and in the days of the kings, 1 
from the population mainly belonging to the neighbouring 
Phenicia, but the mixed character of the people, which was 
a necessary consequence of Galilee being a border-land, ex¬ 
tended the name, in the end, to the “whole of the province. 
Even in Solomon’s time the population was mixed. The hilly 
district, called Cabul—“ dry, sandy, unfruitful ”—which he 
gave to Hiram, king of Tyre, as a niggardly return for 
service rendered in the building of the Temple, contained 
twenty towns, 2 inhabited chiefly by Phenicians, but was so 
worthless that Hiram, in contemptuous ridicule, playing on 
the name of the district, called it, in Phenician, Chabalon 3 — 
“good for nothing.” The separation from the House of 
David, and from Jerusalem, under the kings of Israel, 4 and 
the Assyrian captivity at a later date, further affected the 
northern population. To the prophet Isaiah they were the 
people “ that walked in darkness and dwelt in the land of the 
shadow of death,” 5 alike from their separation from Jeru¬ 
salem, their living among the heathen, and their national 


1 Josh. xx. 7 ; xxi. 32. 2 Kings xv. 29. 

a j,>3n 4 b.c. 975. 


* 1 Kings ix. 11, 13. 

* Isaiah ix. 1. 



THE HEATHEN ELEMENT IN GALILEE. 


295 


calamities, though lie anticipates a bright future for them in 
the light of the Messiah. After the exile two great changes 
took place. Jewish colonists gradually spread over the land 
once more, and the name Galilee was extended to the whole 
north on this side of the Jordan, so that the territory of the 
t ribe of Issachar, with the plain of Esdraelon ; Zebulon, with 
the southern part of the Sea of Gennesareth; and Naphtali, 
and Asher, were included in it. The new Jewish settlers 
had no longer any political jealousy of Jerusalem,"and once 
more frequented the Temple, while the fact that they were 
surrounded by heathen races, made them perhaps, more loyal 
to Judaism than they otherwise would have been ; just as the 
Protestants of Ireland are more intensely Protestant because 
surrounded by Romanism. Still, though faithful, their land 
was “ defiled ” bv heathen citizens and neighbours, and the 

V O ' 

narrow bigotry of Judea looked askance at it from this cause. 1 
Besides Jews, it had not a few Pheuicians, Syrians, Arabs, 
and Greeks settled in it.' 2 Carmel had become almost a 
Syrian colony, and Kedesli retained the mixed population it 
had had for ages, 3 while the eastern end of the Esdraelon 
valley was barred to the Jew by the Gentile town of Scy- 
thopolis, b —the ancient Bethsbean. 4 Moreover, the great 
caravan road, from Damascus to Ptolemais, which ran over 
the hills from Capernaum, through the heart of Galilee, 
brought many heathen into the country. 5 The great trans¬ 
port of goods employed such numbers of them, as camel 
drivers, hostlers, labourers, conductors, and the like, that the 
towns facing the sea were little different from those of Phe- 


nieia. Thus Zebulon is described as “ a town with many very 
fine houses, as good as those of Tyre, or Sidon, or Berytus.” 6 
The places created or beautified by the Herods in Roman 
style, could hardly have been so if the population had been 
strict Jews. 7 The attempt to build heathen cities like 
Tiberias, or the restored Sepphoris,® would have excited an 
insurrection in Judea, but the less narrow Galilaeans allowud 
Antipas to please his fancy ; nor was there ever, apparently, 
such a state of feeling caused by all his Roman innovations 
as was roused by the amphitheatre at Jerusalem alone. 
Separated by Samaria from the desolate hills of Judea, the 


1 Matt. xxvi. 73. John i. 47; vii. 41, 62. Acta. ii. 7, 9. 

3 Matt. iv. 15. Jos., Vita , 12. i bell. Jud., ii. 18. 1, 

4 Jos., Vita, 6. Bell. Jud iii. 3. I. 5 Matt. iv. 15; x. 5. 

• Bell. Jud., ii. 18. 9. 7 Ant., xviii. 2. 1. Vita, 22. 
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home of the priests and Rabbis, the Galilteans were less 
soared by the sectarian spirit paramount there, and less 
hardened in Jewish orthodoxy, while, in many respects, they 
had caught the liberal influences round them in the north. 
Hence their Judaism was less exclusive and narrow than that 
of, perhaps, any other section of the Jewish world. 

But though less bigoted than their southern brethren, the 
Galilaean Jews were none tlfe less faithful to the Law. They 
frequented the feasts at Jerusalem in great numbers, 1 and 
were true to their synagogues, and to the hopes of Israel. 
Phari sees and “ doctors of the Law ” were settled in every 
town, 2 and their presence implies an equally wade existence 
of synagogues. In the south, tradition was held in supreme 
honour, but in Galilee the people kept by the Law. 3 In 
Jerusalem the Rabbis introduced refinements and changes, 
but the Galilteans Avonld not tolerate novelties. 4 Our Lord s 
wide knowledge of Scripture, His reverence for the Law, 
and His scorn of tradition, were traits of His countrymen 
as a race. 


Nor did their forbearance, in the presence of heathen 
fashions and ways of thought, affect thcirmorals for evil, any 
more than their religion. In many respects these were 
stricter than those of Judea: much, for example, was for¬ 
bidden in Galilee, in the intercourse of the sexes, which was 
allowed at Jerusalem. 5 Their religion was freer, but it was 
also deeper; they had less of the form, but more of the life. 

“ Cowardice,” says Josephus, “ was never the fault of the 
Galilreans. They are inured to war from their infancy, nor 

has the country ever been wanting in great numbers of brave 
men.” The mountain air they breathed made them patriots, 6 
but their patriotism was guided by zeal for their faith. 
While warmly loyal to Herod, in gratitude for his subduing 
the lawless bands who had wasted their country, after the 
civil wars,—and quiet and well-disposed to Antipas, during 
the forty-three years of his reign, they were none the less 
fixed in their abhorrence of Rome, the heathen tyrant of their 


race. In revolt after revolt they were the first to breast the 
Roman armies, and they were the last to defend the mins of 
Jciusalem, stone by stone, like worthy sons of those ancestors 


1 Mark iii. 22. * Luke v. 17. * Geiger, (Trtehri/t, p. 156. 

4 Xculi'iusr, pp. 184, 186. 

• Li flit i loot, vol. i. p. ICO. Delitzsch, Hatidwerkerlcbcn, p. 40. 

• Veil. Jud.. iii. 3. 2. 
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who “ jeopardised their lives unto the death in the high places 
of the field.” 1 There were families like that of the Zealot 
Hezekiah. and Jndas the Galilcean, in whom the hatred of 

4 ' 

Rome was handed down from father to 'children, and 
which, in each generation, furnished martyrs to the national 
cause.- A hundred and fifty thousand of the youth of Galilee 
fell in the last strusrorle with Rome, and few narratives are 
more stirring than the defence of the Galilsean fortresses, one 
after another, in the face of all odds. Even Titus appealed 
to the magnificent heroism of these defenders of their freedom 

o 

and their country, to rouse the ardour of his own army. 3 
Nor was their devotion to their leaders less admirable. 
Josephus boasts of the heartiness and trust the Galilceans 
reposed in him. Though their towns were destroyed in the 

war, and their wives and children carried off, they were more 
concerned for the safety of their general than for their own 
troubles. 4 

The Jew of the south, wrapped in self-importance, as living 
in or near the holy city, amidst the schools of the Rabbis, and 
under the shadow of the Temple, and full of religious pride 
in his assumed superior knowledge of the Law, and greater 
purity as a member of a community nearly wholly Jewish, 
looked down on his Galilman brethren. The very ground he 
trod was more holy than the soil of Galilee, and the repug*- 
nance of the North to adopt the prescriptions of the Rabbis 

was, itself, a ground of estrangement and self-exaltation. 
He could not believe that the Messiah could come 5 from’h part 
so inferior, for “ the Law was to go forth from Zion, and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” 6 Jesus found willing 
hearers and many disciples in the cities and towns of Galilee, 
but He made little impression on Judea. 

Yet, Galilee, from the earliest times, had vindicated its 
claims to honour, for the intellectual vigour of its people. 
Not only physically and morally, but even in mental freshness 
and force, it was before the narrow and morbid South, which 
had given itself up to the childish trifling of Rabbinism. 
The earliest poetry of Israel rose among the Galilajan hills, 
when Barak of Naphtali had triumphed over the Canaanites. 
The Song of Songs was composed in Galilee by a poet of 
nature, whose heart and eyes drank in the inspiration of the 

1 Jndg. v. 18. 2 Ant., xx. 5. 2 ; xvii, 10. 5. Bell. Jud., ii. 17.8. 

3 Bell. Jud., iii. 7. 33 , 10. 2: 4 Vita, 6. 

5 John i. 47. 6 Isaiah ii. 3. 
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bright sky and the opening flowers, and who could tell how 
the fig-tree put forth its leaves, and the vine sprouted, and 
the pomegranate opened its blossoms. 1 Hosea, the prophet, 
belonged to Issaehar; Jonah to Zebulon ; Nahum came from 
Elkosh in Galilee; and in the Gospels a noble band of 
Galilaeans group themselves round the central figui'e—Peter, 
the brave and tender-hearted—James and John—Andrew 
and Philip—and Nathanael, of Cana, not to speak of others, 
or of the women of Galilee, who honoured themselves by 
ministering to Christ of their substance. 2 It was from 
Galilee, moreover, that the family of the great Apostle of the 
heathen emigrated to Tarsus, in Cilicia, for they belonged to 
Gischala, a Galilaeaii town, though their stock originally was 
of the tribe of Benjamin. 

The Talmud sketches, in a few words, the contrast be¬ 
tween the two provinces—“ The Galila?an loves honour, and 
the Jew money.” 3 The Rabbis admit that the Galilaeans, 
in their comparative poverty, were temperate, pure, and 
religious. Their fidelity to their faith was shown by their 
fond and constant visits to the Temple, in spite of the 
hostile Samaritan territory between, and it was through 

their zeal that the Passover was celebrated for eight days 
instead of seven. When Christ appeared, they threw the 
same ardour and fidelity into His service. In their midst 
the Saviour, persecuted elsewhere, took constant refuge. 
They threw open their land to Him, as a safe shelter from 
the rage of the Jews, almost to the last. He went forth 
from among them, and gathered the first-fruits of His 
kingdom from them, and it was to a band of Galiheans that 
He delivered the commission to spread the Gospel through 
the world, after His death. 

The district of Perea, on the east of the Jordan, was in¬ 
cluded, with Galilee, in the section ruled over by Herod 
Antipas, and was the scene, in part, of the ministry, first of 
John the Baptist, and then of Jesus. 4 It was larger than 
Galilee, extending, north and south, from the city of Pella, 
to the fortress of Machaerus—that is, from opposite Scytho- 
polis, half-way down the Dead Sea—and, east and west, from 
the Jordan to Philadelphia, the ancient Rabbath Ammon. 
It was thus about seventy-five miles in length, by, perhaps, 

1 Hausrath, vol. i. p. 12. * Luke viii. 8, 

• Quoted by Sepp., Lcbcn Jean, vol ii. p. 20. 

4 bell. Jud.. iii. 3. 3. 
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thirty in breadth, though the boundaries seem to have 

I' * 

varied at different times. 1 It was much less fertile than 
Galilee. “ The greater part of it,” says Josephus, “is a 
desert, rough, and much less suitable for the finer kinds of 

" O 7 

fruits than Galilee. 4 In other parts, however, it has a moist 
soil, and produces the widest variety, and its plains are 
planted with trees of all sorts; though the olive, the vine, 
and the palm-tree are cultivated most. It is well watered 
in these parts with torrents, which flow from the mountains, 
and are never dry, even in summer.” Towards the deserts, 
which hemmed it in along its eastern edge, lay the hill 
fortress and town Gerasa, 1,800 feet above the sea level. 2 It 
was on the caravan road through the mountains, from Bozra, 
a place of considerable trade; while its magnificent ruins 
yet show that, in Christ’s day, it was the finest city of the 
Decapolis. Two hundred and thirty pillars, still standing, 
and the wreck of its public buildings,—baths, theatres, 
temples, circus, and forum, and of a triumphal arch—make 
it easy to recall its former splendour. The line of the outer 
walls can be easily traced. From the triumphal arch, out¬ 
side the city, a long street passes through the city gate to 
the forum, still skirted by fifty-seven Ionic columns. Colon¬ 
nades adorned mile after mile of the streets, which crossed 
at right angles, like those of an American tow r n. 

It must have been a gay, as well as a busy and splendid 
scene, when Jesus passed through the country on His Perean 
journeys. 3 

But the tide of civilized life has ebbed, and left Gerasa 
without an inhabitant for many centuries. 

About tw r enty-five miles south of Gerasa, and, like it, 
between twenty and thirty miles east of the Jordan, 4 lay 
Philadelphia. It was the old capital of Ammon, and in 
Christ’s day, the southern frontier post against the Arabs. 
Though two thousand five hundred feet above the sea, 5 it 
sheltered itself in two narrow valleys, each brightened by 
flowing streams—the upland “ city of the waters,” with 
hills rising on all sides round it. The main stream, faced 
with a long stone quay; terraces rising above, lined by 

Menke’s Bihel Atlas, v. 

* Kiepert’s Hand Karte. Capt. Warren, Rep. Pal. Fund, vol. vi. p. 

309. 

3 Rr-v. A. E. Northey, Pal. Fund Reports, April, 1872, p 69. 

4 Kiepert’s Hand Karte. 

5 Capt. Warren, Pal. Fund Rep., vol. vi. p. 309. 



300 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


rows of pillars ; the citadel, seen far and near, on a height 
between the two valleys, give ns a glimpse of it. The 
old city which Joab besieged, and where Uriah fell, had 
given place to a Roman one. Fine temples, theatres, and 
public and private buildings, long ruined, were then alive 
with motley throngs, but the whole scene has now, for ages, • 
been utterly deserted, and rank vegetation rises in its 
long silent streets, and in the courts of its temples and 
mansions. 

Hesbon, abont fifteen miles nearly south of Ammon, on 
the Roman road which ran from Damascus, through Bozra 
and Ammon,—branching from Hesbon, west, to Jericho, and 
south, to Edom,—was the third and last frontier town of 
Perea. It lay among the Pisgah mountains, three thousand 
feet above the level of the sea, amidst brown hills, fretted 
with bright green lines along the course of numerous 
streamlets, oozing from the limestone rocks. 1 Its ruins lie 
in great confusion, and serve only to tell of wealth and 
prosperity long since passed away. In the valley below, a 
great volume of water gushing from the rock, once filled 
the famous pools of Hesbon,—to the writer of the Song of 
Songs, like the laughing eyes of his beloved. 2 From 
Hesbon, the eye ranges over a wide table-land of undulating 
downs, bright with flowers, or rough with prickly shrubs, 
seamed with gorges sinking abruptly towards the Jordan, 
and noisy with foaming streams which leap from ledge to 
ledge in their swift descent, between banks hidden by rank 
vegetation. 

These three towns lie on the outer edge of the lofty 
platean, east of the Jordan, where the long wall of the 
limestone hills of Gilead and Ammon begins to sink towards 
the desert. 3 On the western edge of tho plateau itself, 
nearer the Jordan, and at the north of the district, lay Pella, 
on a low flat hill, only 250 feet above the sea-level; rich in 
living waters, and embosomed in other higher hills. Built 
as a military post, by veterans of Alexander’s army, it bore 
the name of their own Macedonian capital. It was after¬ 
wards famous as the retreat of the Christians before tho fall 
of Jerusalem ; and as the home of the relations of Christ, the 
last of whom died as fifteenth bishop of the local church. 1 

1 Kiepert and Warren, Kart* and Report. 3 Solomon’s Song vii. 4 . 

• Oapt. Warren, Pal. Fund Rtp., vol. vi. p. 810. 

4 Euseb., H.E., iii. 5. 
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The storm of the great war, 1 which wasted Perea on every 

side, passed harmlessly by Pella, leaving it and the infant 

Church untouched. With what fond regards must Jesus 

have often looked from across the Jordan, on the spot which 

one dav was to shelter His servants. 

«- 

North of Pella, twelve hundred feet above the sea-level, 
on the edge of the deep cleft through which the Hieromax 
flows to the Sea of Tiberias, stood Gadara, a place famous 
in Christ’s day for its hot sulphurous baths. It had been 
rebuilt by Pompey, after having lain for a time in ruins, 
and gloried in its streets paved with basalt, its colonnades 
of Corinthian pillars, and its massive buildings in Roman 
style, amidst which Jesus may have walked,—for it was in 
the neighbourhood of this town that He cured the two men 
possessed with devils. 2 Numerous tombs hewn in the hills 
around, still illustrate a striking feature of the Gospel 
narratives. 

Gadara and Pella are both on the western side of the 
long range of the mountains of Gilead—the old territory of 
Reuben and Gad—which stretch along the eastern side of 

o 

the Jordan valley, till they merge in the Pisgah range at the 
north of the Dead Sea. Rocky glens and valleys, whose 
lower slopes are often terraced for vines ; rolling highlands, 
for the most part clothed with forests of ilex, oak, and 
terebinth; open plains and meadows; rushing streams, 
fringed with rich vegetation ; still justify the choice of the 
two tribes. The limestone hills are identical with those of 
western Palestine, but the abundance of water makes the 
whole region much richer. Jesus must often have wandered 

o 

amidst its wheat fields, olive grounds, vineyards, and fig 
and pomegranate orchards, and under its leafy forests,—for 
He once and again visited these districts. The road stretches 
north from the ford of the Jordan, near Jericho, up the 
green Wady Scha’ib to Ramoth Gilead, 2,700 feet above the 
sea, past Djebel Oscha, the hill of the prophet Hosea, 800 
feet higher, to Wady Zerka, the ancient river Jabbok—thence 
to the heights of Kala’at er Robod, where Saladin in after 
days built a castle. Resting here, Christ’s eye would range 
over Palestine far and near, from the north end of the Dead 
Sea, along the whole Jordan valley, the river gleaming 
occasionally in its windings. Part of the Sea of Galilee 
would be before Him to the north, and, to the west, Ebal 


1 Rev. xii. 6, 14. 
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and Gerizim, with Mount Tabor, and the ridge of Carmel 
stretching into the misty distance, beyond the wide plain of 
Esdraelon. Towards the north, He would see the hills of 
Safed, across the Sea of Galilee, and far away, in the blue 
haze, the snow-sprinkled peaks of Herinon. From this point 
His road would lie through Pella, across the Jordan, on the 
western side of which the steep gorge of the Wady Farruh 
led up to the plain of Esdraelon and His own- district. 

With the mountains of Pisgah, on the east of the Dead 
Sea, a wild inaccessible region begins, counting among its 
peaks Beth Peor, from which Balaam once blessed Israel, 
as it lay encamped below in the open meadows opposite 
Jericho, and where Antipas, in Christ’s day built the town 
of Livias, in honour of the Empress-mother. Mount Nebo, 
where Moses was buried in an unknown grave, and the 
summit from w r hich he surveyed the land he was not to 
enter, are in this range, and it was in a cave in their secluded 
valleys that Jewish tradition believed Jeremiah to have 
hidden the ark, and the sacred vessels of the Temple, till the 
coming of the Messiah, in a secrecy known only to God and 
the angels. 

The Jewish population in Perea was only small, the 
heathen element greatly prevailing. In the northern parts, 
the Syrian races were in the majority; in the southern, the 
people were largely Arab. 

The cities were in most cases independent, with a district 
belonging to each of them, and thus, though in the terri¬ 
tories of Antipas, were not paid of his dominions. Under 
the name of the Decapolis,—“the ten cities,” 1 —Philadelphia, 
Gadara, Hippos, Damascus, Raphnna, Dio, Pella, Gerasa, and 

Kanatha, were confederated, under direct Roman govern¬ 
ment, with Scj'thopolis, on the west side of the Jordan, in 
a league of peace and war against native robber bands and 
the Bedouin hordes ; and this made them virtual!v a distinct 

* W 

state. Antipas, apparently, lmd only so much of the district 
as did not belong to these cities. 2 

Above Perea, in Christ’s day, the tetrarchy of Philip 
reached to the slopes of Herinon on the north, and away 
to the desert on the east. It included the provinces of 
Gaulonitis, Iturea, Trachonitis, Auranitis, and Batanea. 

Gaulonitis—still known as Golan 3 —reached from Caesarea 

1 Sixa (ten), w6\» (a city). • Holtzman in Bib. Lex., Art. Decapoltt. 

* From the ancient city of Golnn, in Uaslian jbli an exile (Ges.), a 
district (/ iirst). 
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Philippi, or Panias, on the slopes of Mount Hermon, to the 
Hieromax, at the south of the Sea of Galilee, stretching back 
twenty to thirty miles in barren uplands of volcanic origin, 
to the green‘pastures of Batanea or Bashan, the oasis of 
the region, with the district of Iturea on its north, the 
lava plateau of Trachonitis 1 on its east, and the equally 
waste tract of Auranitis, or the Hauran, 2 on the south. 
Gaulonitis, which we know Jesus to have visited, looked 
over towards Galilee from a range of hills running parallel 
with the Jordan, north and south; a second and third ridge 
rising behind, in their highest peaks, to the height of 4,000 
feet. Besides Csesarea Philippi, at its extreme north, the 
province boasted the town of Betlisaida, rebuilt by Philip, 
and called Julias, after the daughter of Augustus. It lay 
in a green opening at the upper end of the Lake of Galilee. 
On the hills overlooking the lake, towards its southern end, 
lay the town of Gamala, and in the valley at the south 
extremity was Hippos, one of the cities of the Decapolis. 

Iturea 3 —north of Gaulonitis, on the lower slopes of 
Hermon—was a region of inaccessible mountain fastnesses, 
and intricate defiles, which favoured and helped to per¬ 
petuate the lawlessness which the first settlers may have 
derived from their Arab ancestor. In the south it has a 
rich soil, watered by numerous streams from Hermon, but 
the north is a wild region of jagged rocks, heaped up in 
uttermost confusion, or yawning in rents and chasms. The 
Itureans, fonder of plunder than industry, had, till Herod 
tamed them, an evil name, as mere robbers, issuing from 
their savage retreats to prey upon the caravans passing from 
Damascus to the Sea. “ The hills,” says Strabo, “ are 
inhabited by Itureans and Arabs, who are mere hordes of 
robbers ; the plains by a farming population, who are con¬ 
stantly plundered by the hill people, 4 and thus always need 
help from outside.” 5 Gathering in the recesses of Lebanon 
and Hermon, the mountain banditti organized raids as far as 
Sidon and Berytus on the coast, and to the gates of Damascus 
on the east. Famous as archers and bold, riders, they were 
largely enrolled in the Roman army, in which their skill 
became proverbial; but the legions, nevertheless, looked 

1 p*yiFI (oil region), Fiirst. 3 |*Vin (the cave region). 

3 (Jetur, a eon of Iehmael). Gen. xxv. 15, 16. 

4 * iirabo , xvi. 2 (753-750). 

* Cic., Philipp , ii. 8. 44 ; xiii. 8. Lucan., Pharml ., vii. 230, 514. 
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askance at them as the worst set in the service. Their 
boundaries varied, like their fortune in war, and hence are 
seldom described alike. 1 


Traehonitis was the name given to the district east and 
south of Iturea, though the two seem, at times, to be inter¬ 
changeable names for nearly the same region. Iturea often 
embraces the tract usually known as Traehonitis, the 
“ Argob,” or “ Stony/’ of the Bible ; Traehonitis being 
apparently a mere translation of this older name. It was 
part of the kingdom of Og, conquered by the Israelites 
before they entered Canaan, and was assigned to the half- 
tribe of Manasseh. Extending about twenty-two miles from 
north to south, and fourteen from east to west, it marks the 
focus of ancient volcanic energy in the district. It is a vast 
ocean of basalt, cracked and rent into innumerable fissures 
in cooling, and offering in its countless chasms an almost 
impenetrable shelter to whole armies. “ In its rough, 
and almost inaccessible rocks,” says Strabo, “are hidden 
spaces in which a thousand men could assemble for a fomy 
against the merchants of Damascus.” 2 The chief town, 


Kanatha, on the caravan route, belonged to the Decapolis, 
and was protected from the robber population around by 
strong Roman fortifications. As a whole, it was a terribly 
wild region. “ The inhabitants of the country,” says 


region 


Josephus, 3 “live in a mad way, and pillage the district of 
the Damascenes, their rulers at times sharing the plunder. 
It is hard to restrain them, for robbery has long been their 
profession, and they have no other way of living, for they 
have neither any city of their own, nor any lands, but only 
some holes or dens of the earth, where they and their cattle 
live together. They contrive, however, to secure water, 


and store coni in granaries, and are able to make a great 


resistance by sudden sallies, for the entrances of their caves 
are so narrow, that only oner person can enter at a time, 
though they are incredibly large within. The ground over 
their habitations is not very high, but rather a plain, while 
the rocks are very difficult of entrance without a guide.” 
Herod did his utmost against them, but his success wa6 only 
passing, 4 till at last he settled several military colonies in 
the district, and by their incessant patrols managed to keep 
the robbers in check.* 


* Kiepert’s Hand Karte. Menke’s Bibel Atlas, v. 
a Str ibo, xvi. 2. * Ant., xv. 10. 1: xvi. 9. 1. 

4 Ant., xvi. 9. 2 ; xvii. 2. 1. 4 Pal. Fund Rep., Oct. 1872, 183. 
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South of this fierce rmd lawless region lay Auranitis, now 
known as the Hauran, a high plateau of treeless downs, of 
the richest soil, stretching* from Gilead to the Desert, and 
from the Ledja to the uplands of Moab on the south. Not 
a stone is to be seen, and the great caravans of well-fed 
camels, laden with corn and barley, constantly met with on 
the way to Damascus, 1 show what it must have been in 
the days of Christ. Even now, however, no one can travel 
through it safely, unarmed, and the fellahin, except close 
to towns, have to plough and sow with a musket slung at 
their back. It is the granary of Damascus, and the ruins 
of numerous towns, built of basalt, even to the doors of the 
houses, show that the population must have been great. 

Batanea, the ancient Bashan, was a mountainous district 
of the richest type, abounding in forests of evergreen oaks, 
and extremely rich in its soil. . The hills, which, in some 
cases, reach a height of 6,000 feet, and the cattle which fed 
in the rich meadows, are often alluded to in the Old Testa¬ 
ment. Desolate now, it was densely peopled eighteen hundred 
vears ago, as the ruins of towns and cities of basalt, as in 

O * ' 

Auranitis, thickly strewn over its surface, and still almost as 
perfect as when they were built, strikingly prove. 

In the lifetime of Christ, a large Jewish population lived 
in all these districts, in the midst of much larger numbers of 
Syrians, Arabs, Greeks, and Phenicians, 2 under the rule of 
Philip, the son of Herod and of Cleopatra of Jerusalem. He 
■was between Archelaus and Antipas in age, and had been 
educated with them in Rome, but kept entirely aloof from 
family intrigues, and was true-hearted enough to plead the 
cause of Archelaus before Augustus. The best of Herod’s 
sons, he retained not only the good-will of his family, but 
was held in high esteem by the Romans, and the Jews espe¬ 
cially honoured him as sprung from a daughter of Zion, 
and no son of a Samaritan. During a reign of thirty-seven 
years, he was no less gentle to his subjects than peaceful 
towards his neighbours. “ He showed himself,” says Jose¬ 
phus, “ moderate and quiet in his life and government. He 
constantly lived in the country subject to him, and used to 
travel through it, continually, to administer justice; his 
official seat—the sella curulis—accompanying him every¬ 
where ; always ready to be set down in the market place, or 

1 Bell. Jud., ii. 18. 1-6. Ant., xvii. 11. 4. 

3 I r ita, 65. Ant., xvii. 11. 4. Bell. Jud. ii. 18. 1, 6. 

21 
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the road, to hear complaints, without any one suffering' from 
delay.” 1 His court consisted only of a few friends, whom 
he seldom changed, and it is recorded of him, that in his care 
for his people he levied almost fewer taxes than he needed. 
Modest in his ambitions, he cared more for the peaceful 
triumph of discovering the sources of the Jordan than for 
no*sy fame. 2 The neighbourhood of the romantic city he 
built on the edge of Hermon was the scene of the Trans¬ 
figuration ; but he is not mentioned in the Gospels, though it 
is a noble tribute to him that Jesus once and again took refuge 
in his territories, from the craft of His own ruler, Antipas, 
and the hate of the Galilaean Pharisees. He married his niece 


Salome, daughter of Herod-Philip, his uncrowned brother, 
and of the too well-known Herodias. His reign continued 
through the whole life of our Lord, and he finally died child¬ 
less, a year or so after the Crucifixion, in Bethsnida, or 
Julias, on the Lake of Galilee, and was laid in a tomb which 
be himself had built as his last resting-place. 

On the southern side of the plain of Esdraelon, the 
country rises again into rounded hills, which extend from 
the great coast plain, across the deep chasm of the Jordan, 
till they sink away in the east, while towards the south they 
end only in the wilderness of et Till, or the Wanderings. 
The northern part of these hills, on the west of the Jordan, 
was the land of the Samaritans. Their country began at 
En Gannim—“the fountain of gardens ”—at the south end 
of Esdraelon, and ended, in the south, at the mountain pass 
of Akrabbi—or, the “ Scorpions,” north of Shiloh. Tin* 
whole region is a network of countless valleys running in 
every direction, but mainly east and west. 

In these valleys lived the descendants of the heathen 
colonies, which Esarhaddon had sent to occupy the place of 
the Ten Tribes whom he had carried away, and, with them, 
the children of such of these tribes themselves as escaped 
deportation, or had found their way back, and of Jews who 


had fled thither from time to time, from any cause, from 
Judea. The growth of the new Jewish kingdom on the south 


had encroached greatly on the Samaritan territory, but it 


was still a desirable land, and far more fruitful than Judea 


itself. 


The soft limestone or chalky hills of Samaria, unlike those 
farther south, are not without many springs. Fertile bottoms 


1 Ant., xviii. 4, 6. 


* Ant., xvii. 10. 7. 
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of black earth are not infrequent, and rich fields, gardens, 
and orchards, alternate in the valleys, while vineyards and 
trees of different kinds spread up the slopes, and woods of 
olives and walnut crown the soft outline of many of the 
hills. The meadows and pasture land of Samaria were 
famous in Israel. 

Such was the territory which lay between Christ in 
Galilee, and the hills of Judea. Of the people, I shall have 
occasion to speak at a future time. 



CHAPTER XTTT. 

BEFORE THE DAWN. 


O power ever showed so gTeat a genius for assimilating 

’ conquered nations to itself as Rome. Its tributary pro¬ 
vinces habitually merged their national life, ere long, in that 
of their conqneror. Her laws, language, and religion, more 
or less completely took root wherever her eagles were perma¬ 
nently planted, and have left the records of their trinmphs in 
the wide extent of the so-called Latin race, even at this day. 
But it was very different in Palestine. There Rome met a 
state of things unknown elsewhere; which she neither cared, 
nor was able to comprehend. The Spaniard or Ganl had 
given no trouble after he was once snbdned, bnt readily 
accepted her arts, civilisation, and laws. It was reserved for 
the mountaineers of Judea to refuse any peaceable relations 
to the mistress of the world ; to treat her proudest sons with 
haughty contempt, mid to regard their very presence in the 
conn try as a defilement. 

The discipline of the centuries before the Roman conquest 
of Palestine by Pompey, had formed a nation every way 
unique. The religions institutions of its ancestors had 
become the object of a passionate idolatry, which claimed, 
and willingly received, the whole of life for its service. The 
tragedy of the Exile, the teaching of the leaders of the Return, 
and of their successors, and the fierce puritanism kindled 
by the Syrian persecutions, and deepened by the Maccaboean 
struggle, had formed a people whose existence was interwoven 
with that of their law; who would endure any torture, or 
let themselves be thrown to beasts in the circus, rather than 
alter a word which their law forbade 1 —whose women would 
bear the agonies of martvrdom rather than eat unclean 

A 

food, and whose men would submit to be cut down without 
an attempt at resistance, rather than touch the sword on a 
Sabbath.’ Their whole life was a succession of rites and 


1 c, Ap., i. 8; iL 31, 83; S3, 88. * 1 Mace. iL 27-88. Ant , xiL 8 . 2. 
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observances, as sacred in their eyes as the details of his caste 
to a Brahmin. Intercourse with other nations was possible 
only to the most limited extent. They shrank from all 
other races as from foulness or leprosy. The common Jew 
shunned a heathen or Samaritan; the Pharisee shrank from 
the common Jew ; the Essene ascetic withdrew from mankind 
into the desert. The dread of ceremonial defilement mado 
solitude the only security, till the desire for it became morbid, 
like that of the Samaritan settlers of the islands of the Red 


Sea, who implored any stranger to keep at a distance. 1 The 
very country consecrated by so many purifications was sacred, 
and hence there could be no greater shock to the feelings of 
the nation than that any who were ceremonially unclean 
should pollute it by their presence. Even among themselves, 
constant care was required to maintain or restore their purity ; 
but the presence of heathen among them made daily defile¬ 
ment almost inevitable. What, then, must have been the 
horror of the nation when even the Holy of Holies, which the 
high priest alone could enter, and that only once a year, 
after endless purifications, was polluted by Pompey, and 
when, as in the days of the Prophet, 2 that name which a 
Jew dared not even utter, was blasphemed every day by the 
heathen soldiery ? The cry of the Psalmist in times long 
past, was once more that of every Jew, “ 0 God, the heathen 
are come into Thine inheritance: Thy Holy Temple have 
they defiled.” 3 

Such a calamity could be regarded only as a judgment 
from Jehovah on the nation. In words which were constantly 
read in the synagogues, they sighed to hear that “ The wrath 
of Jehovah was so kindled against His people because they 
were defiled with their own works, that He abhorred His in¬ 
heritance, and had given it into the hand of the heathen, and 
let them that hated them rule over Israel.” 4 The very land 
seemed under*a curse. It appeared as if the dew of blessing 
no longer fell; as if the fruits had lost their fragrance and 
taste, and the fields refused their harvests. 6 The practical 
Roman could not understand such an idealistic race; with 
him law was no less supreme than it was with the Jew, but 
his law was that of the empire; with the Jews that of an 
unseen God; his had for its aim external order and material 
civilisation, that of the Jew ignored material progress, and was 


1 Joist vol. i. p. 74. 3 Ieaiab lii. 5. * Ps. lxxix. 1. 

4 Ps. cvi. 40, 41. * Mischna ; quoted by Gfrdrer, vol. ii. p. 1 ( JG. 
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at war with the first conditions of political submission. Like 
the Jew, the Roman started from the idea of duty, but it was 
the duty owed to the state : the Jew repudiated any earthly 
authority, and owned allegiance only to a theocracy. The 
Roman cared only for the present life ; to the Jew the present 
was indifferent. The one worshipped the Visible, the other 
the Unseen. To the Jew, the Roman was unclean and 
accursed; to the Roman the Jew was ridiculous for his 
religion, and hateful for his pride. Each despised the 
other. Pompey had begun by treating their most sacred 
prejudices with contempt, and his successors followed in his 
steps. The murderer of their royal house, and the friend of 
the hated Samaritans, was made king in Jerusalem, and at 
a later day, Roman procurators sucked the very marrow from 
the land, oppressed the people to the uttermost, and paid no 
regard to their tendercst sensibilities. The government was 
as ruthless as that of England in India would be if it trampled 
under foot, in the pride of strength, every Hindoo prejudice 
it found in its way. Roman religion was faith in the magic 
of the Roman name, and the irrcsistibleness of the Roman 
arms ; a worship only of brute force, hard, unfeeling, coarse : 
which could not understand anything transcendental like the 
creed of the Jew, or the possibility of men caring for an idea, 
far less of their dying for it. 

It was no wonder that the Rabbis saw, in such a power, 
the fourth beast of the Book of Daniel—“a beast diverse 
from all the others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of 
iron and his nails of brass, which devoured, brake in pieces, 
and stamped the remnant of God’s people with its feet.” 1 
“ Thou madest the world for our sakes,” says one of the 
latest Jewish seers, who himself had seeif the miseries of 
these times ; “ As for the other peoplo ”—the Romans and all 
mankind besides—“who also come from Adam, Thou hast 
said they are nothing, but are like spittle, or the droppings 
from a cask. And now, 0 Lord, behold these heathen, who 
have ever been counted as nothing, have begun to be lords 
over us, and to devour us. But we, Thy people, whom 
Thou hast called Thy first born, Thy only begotten, and the 
object of Thy fervent love, are given into their hands. If 
tho world now be made for our sakes, why do we not possess 
our inheritance over tho world ? How long shall this en- 
duro P ” 8 “ Hear, thou, I will talk with thee,” He makes the 


' Dan. vii. 19. 


1 4 Esdraa vi. 55 , 69 . 
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Messiah say to the Roman Eagle, “ Art thou not the last of the 
four beasts which I made to reign in my world, who hast over¬ 
come all the beasts that were past, and hast power over the 
world with great fearfulness, and much wicked oppression ? 
For thou hast afflicted, the meek, thou hast hurt the peace* 
able, thou hast loved the Faithless and hated the Faithful, 
and destroyed the towns of those who brought forth fruit, 
and the walls of those who did thee no harm. Thy wrongful 
dealings have gone up to the Highest, and thy pride to 
the Mighty one. Therefore, O eagle, thou shalt perish with 
thy fearful wings, thy baleful winglets, thy ferocious heads, 
thy tearing claws, and all thy foul body; that the earth may 
be refreshed, and be delivered from thy violence, and that 
she may hope in the justice and mercy of Him that made 

her.” 1 

Such concentrated hatred and bitter contemptuous scorn 
from a people so feeble and, to a Roman, in many ways 
so ridiculous, was naturally met by equal dislike, and if 
possible, greater contempt. The Jews of Rome had been 
originally, for the most part, slaves, and their numbers were 
increased yearly by the sales of the slave market. But 
bnyers had found that Jew slaves were more trouble in a 
household, about their law, than they were worth, and hence 
they were allowed to buy their own freedom at a very low 
price. A vast number of Jewish freedmen had thus gra¬ 
dually accumulated in Rome, to the horror of the Romans 
at large, by whom they were reckoned one of the greatest 
plagues of the city. The Acts of the Apostles 2 show how 
frequent must have been the tumults they caused. Squalid, 
dirty, troublesome, repulsive, yet sneering at the gods and 
temples of their masters, and constantly aggressive in the 
hope of making proselytes, they were the special objects, by 
turns, of the ridicule, loathing, and hatred of the haughty 
Romans, and this hatred was intensified by the favour their 
religion had found with some of the Roman wives and 
daughters. 8 The officials who went from Rome to Judea to 
rule the Hebrews, carried with them, already, a scorn and 
abhorrence for the nation, which found its expression in a 
ready belief of reports so revolting and incredible as that 
they worshipped the head of an ass, as a god, in their Temple. 4 

1 2 Esdras ii. 38-46. 

* ix. 23 ; xiii. 45, 50; xiv. 1; xvi. 19 ; xvii. 5; xviii. 12; xxi. 30. 

* See page 65. 4 Tacit. Hist., 55. 
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What treatment they might expect from Roman governors 
is shadowed in many utterances of different classes. Speak¬ 
ing of the Jews sent to the pestilent climate of Sardinia, to 
pnt down the robbers there, Tacitus adds, 1 “ If they perished 
by the climate it was no loss.” Apollonius of Tyana is 
made to say to Vespasian, in Alexandria—“ When one came 
from the scene of war and told of 30,000 Jews whom yon had 
killed in one battle, and of 50,000 in another, I took the 
speaker aside, and asked him, 4 What are you talking about; 
have yon nothing more worth telling than that ? ' ” 3 Even 
the calm and lofty Marcus Aurelius, at a later day, is credited 
with an expression of the common hatred of the Jews, which, 
in its biting contempt, surpasses all others. “ O Marcomanni! 
O Quadi! 0 Sarmatians! ” cried the Emperor, when ho 
passed from Egypt into Palestine, and found himself among 
the Jews, “ I have found a people, at last, who are lower than 
yon! ” 3 

The feelings of the Jews towards the Romans had 
originally been those of admiration and respect, for their 
bravery and great deeds. Judas Maccabans had sought 
their alliance, and, even so late as the reign of John Hyr- 
canus, 4 the nation retained kindly feelings towards them. It 
was the fault of Pompey that so great and sudden a revulsion 
took place. The treachery by which he got possession of the 
country and the capital; the insolent contempt with which 
he defiled the Holy of Holies, and the vanity which led him 
to carry off the royal family, who had put themselves confid¬ 
ingly under his protection, to grace his triumph, filled the 
race with an abiding hatred of the very name of Rome. A 
writer of the times has left us the impressions made by such 
acts:—“ My ear heard the sonnd of war, the clang of the 
trumpet which called to murder and ruin! The noise of a 
great army, as of a mighty rushing wind, like a great pillar 
of fire, rolling hitherward over the plains! Jehovah brings 
up hither a mighty warrior from the ends of the earth. He 
has determined war against Jerusalem and against His land 1 
The princes of the land went out to him with joy, and said, 

‘ Thou art welcome, come in peace.’ They have made smooth 
the rough ways before the march of the stranger; they 
opened the gates of Jerusalem. They crowned the walls with 
garlands. He entered, as a father enters the house of his 


1 Annal., ii. 85. 

* A rum, Marcell., zziii. 9. 


* Philogf. Ap ▼. 83. 
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THE PSALMS OF SOLOMON. 


313 


sons, in peace. He "walked abroad in perfect security. Then 
he took possession of the towers and the walls of Jerusalem, 
for God had led him in safety, through her folly. He 
destroyed her princes, and every one wise in counsel, and 
poured out the blood of Jerusalem like unclean water. He 
led her sons and daughters into captivity. 1 The strange 
people have gone up to the altar, and, in their pride, have not 
taken off their shoes in the holy places.” 2 

“ In his haughty pride,” cries the singer in his second 
psalm, which throws light on the corruption of Israel in the 
half century before Christ, and on Jewish thought at large, 
“the sinner has broken down the strong walls with the 
ram, and thou hast not hindered. 3 B Heathen aliens have 
gone up into Thy holy place; they have walked up and 
down in it, with their shoes, in contempt. 4 b Because the 
sons of Jerusalem have defiled the holy things of the Lord, 
and have profaned the gifts consecrated to God, by their 
transgressions of the Law. For this, He has said, ‘ Cast 
forth these things from me, I have no pleasure in them/ 
The beauty of holiness have they made vile ; it has been pro¬ 
faned before God for ever ! 

“ Your sons and your daughters are sold into woeful 
slavery; 5 they are branded, as slaves, on their necks, 0 in the 
sight of the heathen. . For your sins hath He done this ! 
Therefore gave He them up into the hands of those that 
were stronger than they, for He turned away His face 
from pitying them,—youth, and old mail, and child together, 
because they all sinned, in not hearing His voice. The 
heavens scowled on them, and the earth loathed them, for no 
man on it had done as they. 

“ God has made the sons of Jerusalem a derision. Every 
one gave himself up to the sin of Sodom. 6 They flaunted 
their wickedness before the sun. They committed their 
evil deeds before it. They made a show of their guilt. 
Even the daughters of Jerusalem are profane, according to 
Thy judgment, for they have defiled themselves shamelessly 
with the heathen. For all these things my heart mourns. 

“ I will justify Thee, O God, in uprightness of heart, for 
in Thy judgments, O God, is seen Thy righteousness. For 
Thou givest to the wicked according to their works, accord 

1 Ps. Sal. viii. 1-24. Fritzsche, Lib. Apoe. Vet. Test. 

* Pb. Sal. ii. 2. 8 Ps. Sal. ii. 2-5. 4 4 Esdras ii. 1. 

* Hell. Jud., i. 7. 6. Ant., xiv. 5. 4. Pa. Sal. ii. 6-35. 

* Rom. i. 26, 27. 
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mg to the great evil of their doings. Thon hast revealed 
their sins, that Thy judgment may be seen. Thou blottcst 
out their memory from the earth. The Lord is a righteous 
judge, and regardeth no man’s countenance. He has dragged 
down her beauty from the throne of glory. For Jerusalem 
lias Ijeen put to shame by the heathen, when they trampled it 
under foot. Put on sackcloth for robes of beauty, a wreath 
of twisted rushes instead of a crown. God has taken away 
her mitre of glory, which He put on her brow. Her pride is 
cast down in dishonour on the earth. 


“ And I looked, and prayed before the face of the Lord, 
and said. Let it suffice Thee, O Lord, that Thou hast made 
heavy Thy hand upon Jerusalem, in the coming against her 
of the heathen. Because they have treated her with scorn, 
and have not spared in their wrath and fury, and they will 
not bring this to an end, unless Thou, O Lord, reprovest them 
in Thy w rath. For they have not done it in zeal for Thee, 
but from the wish of their heart, to pour out their rmre 
against ns like furies. Delay not, O God, to smite them on 
the head, that the haughtiness of the dragon may sink down 
in dishonour. 

“ I had waited but a little till God showed me his haughty 
pride brought low, on the shores of Egypt, and his body set 
at nought by the least, alike on land and sea,—rotting upon 
the waves in pitiful contempt, and having no one to bury it. 
Because he had set God at nought and dishonoured Him. 
He forgot that he was only a man: he did not think of what 
might be to come. He said, 4 1 shall be lord of sea and land,’ 
and he did not remember that God is great and resistless in 
His great might, He is King of Heaven, and the judge of 
kings and rulers, exalting His servant, and stilling the proud 
in eternal dishonour and ruin because they have not acknow¬ 
ledged Him.” 1 d 

Herod’s flattery of Rome, and his treachery to what the 
patriots thought the national cause, only intensified the 
bitterness of such recollections. 

Amidst all the troubles of the nation, however, their hopes 
wore still kept alive by a belief which, like much else among 
the Jews, is unique in history. Their sacred books had from 
the earliest days predicted the appearance of a great deli verer, 
who should “ redeem Israel out of all his troubles.” 3 44 All 

the prophets,” says the Talmud, “ prophesied only of the 
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days of the Messiah.” 1 In later days this hope was inten¬ 
sified by a new development of the national literature. In 
the second century before Christ, the Book .of Daniel had 
created a profound sensation by its predictions, universally 
current, of the destruction of the heathen, and the elevation 
of the chosen people to supreme glory, under the Messiah. 
These were, at that time, interpreted as applying to the 
disastrous period of religious persecution under Antiochus 
Epiphanes, 2 which provoked the Maccaba;an revolt, and 
ultimately led to the temporary independence of the nation, 
with its short, bright glimpse of prosperity, as if heralding 
the Messianic reign. The heathen were to “ devour the 
whole earth for a time, and tread it down and break it in 
pieces.” 3 But “the kingdom and dominion, and the great¬ 
ness of the rule under the whole heaven, shall be given to 
the people of the saints of the Most High, whose kingdom is 
an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and 
obey Him.” In such words, Israel read its future political 
glory, as the seat of a universal theocracy, w T hich was to 
replace the kings of the heathen, and flourish in perpetual 
supremacy over all mankind. 4 The head of this world-wide 
empire they saw in “ the Son of Man,” who was to “ come in 
the clouds of heaven ; ” dominion and glory, and a kingdom, 
that all people, nations, and languages should serve Him for 
ever, being given Him by the Ancient of Days. 5 e 

With the paling of the Maccabfean glory, after its short 
brightness, and the decay of religious enthusiasm, under the 
corrupting influence of its later kings,—a reaction not unlike 
the license of the Restoration as contrasted with the severe 
Puritanism of the Commonwealth,—a copious literature 
sprang up, based on the model, which, in the Book of Daniel, 
had so profoundly affected the spirit of the age. With the 
independence of the nation, prophecy had, long ago, gradually 
ceased, for the sphere of the prophet was incompatible with 
the rule of the enemies of his race. Zechariah and Malachi 
had appeared after the return from exile, but, with the 
latter, it was universally acknowledged, the grand roll of 
prophets had ended. The last of the order had, indeed, 
himself, virtually announced its suspension, in pointing to 
the coming of Elijah, before the great and dreadful day of 


1 B. Brrach., xxxiv. 2. 4. Sec also Gfrorer , vol. ii. p. 198. 

3 b.c. 175-164. * Dan. vii. 23; xi. 36. 

4 Ch. vii. 18, 22, 27. ■ Ch. vii. 13, 14. 
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Jehovah, 1 as its next appearance From that time, it became 
fixed in the popnlar mind that Elijah, and perhaps, nlso, a 
“prophet like unto Moses,” 2 would herald the Messiah and 
his kingdom. The peculiar constitution of the State in¬ 
evitably gave this glorious future a political, rather than 
a spiritual character, for their conception of the kingdom 
of God was that of a theocracy, such as God Himself had 
founded amongst them, under Moses—an earthly state, with 
God as king, and His “ anointed ” as vicegerent, to cany out 
His written law. 3 Their only idea of an “anointed one,” 
that is, a Messiah, must have been derived from the illustra¬ 
tions offered by the earlier history of the nation. 4 They 
knew of Moses, Joshua, the judges, and the kings. The 
patriarchs were spoken of in the Scriptures as the anointed 
of Jehovah, or His Messiahs, and so, also, were high priests 
and prophets, and their kings, and even the Persian monarch, 
Cyrus.* Among the later Jews, of the ages immediately 
before Christ, “ The Messiah ” had become the usual name 
of the Deliverer predicted by the prophets, 1 and was almost 
exclusively restricted to Him. But at no time had the 
spiritual been separated from the political, in its use. Indeed, 
the whole theory of their national government, inevitably 
joined the secular and the religious. The State and the 
Church were, with it, identical, the former being but the 
outward embodiment of the latter. Jewish politics were only 
Jewish religion in its public relations, for God was the 
political as ■vyell as religious Head of the nation. It was, 
hence, all but impossible for a Jew to conceive of the Messi ah, 
except as the divinely commissioned vicegerent of God, in his 
double sphere 5 of earthly and heavenly kingship in Israel. 

The long silence of prophets, and the keen politico-religious 
enthusiasm with which the advent of a Messiah was expected 
—an enthusiasm resting on Scripture throughout, but re¬ 
kindled to a passionate and abiding fervour by the Book of 
Daniel — incited some nobler spirits to seize the pen, and 
keep alive the national faith and hope, by compositions con¬ 
ceived in the same spirit. To give these greater weight, 
they were ascribed to the most famous men of past ages, and 
sent abroad in their names. A Revelation of the future 
glory of Israel appeared in the name of the antediluvian 


1 Mai. It. 6. 1 Deut. xviii. 16. • Langen, Judentkum, p. 39®. 

4 ScMeiennacher, L^ben Je*u, p. 00. 

* See on this, Laugeu, Judcnihum, p. 392. 
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Enoch, as one, of all men, worthy to have been favoured 
with Divine communications. An other consisted of psalms 
assigned to Solomon, and a third was said to have been written 
by the great Scribe, the second Moses—Ezra. Others are 
still preserved in the collection of “ Apocrypha ” till recently 
bound up with our English Bibles. Of the whole, the first 
Book of the Maccabees illustrates the fervent patriotism and 
stern puritanism of the war of liberty. The Wisdom of the 
Son of Sirach sets in a striking light the saying of Esdras, 1 
that, even in these dark days, though many “walked feignedly 
before God, others feared His name according to His will, 
and taught His law nobly.” h No better key to the religious 
spirit of an age can be had than its religious literature. That 
of Israel, as the age of Christ drew near, was more and more 
concentrated on the expected Messiah, and the preparation 
needed for his coming. The Book of Enoch, the Psalms of 
Solomon, and the Fourth Book of Esdras, 2 successively 
reveal the white heat of the national hopes of which they 
were the expression. 

Nothiner could be more fitted to influence the excitable 
imagination of an Oriental people, accustomed to such a style 
in their sacred writings—nothing more fitted to intensify a 
fanatical spiritual pride in themselves as the favourites of 
heaven, or to deepen their hatred of all other nations—than 
the mystic chapters of the Book of Enoch, of which the 
earlier date perhaps forty years before the entrance of the 
Romans into Palestine, while the whole are as old as the 
reign of Herod. In one, Israel is painted under the figure 
of a flock of white sheep, while the nations round are the 
Egyptian wolf, the Phenician dog, the black wild boar 
Edom, the Arabian vulture, the Syrian raven, and the 
Grecian eagle; or are branded as jackals, kites, foxes, and 
swine. Hyrcanus, the sheep with the great horn, drives 
away the Grecian eagles, the Syrian ravens, the Egyptian 
kites, the Arabian vulture, and the Philistine dogs, who 
were tearing the flesh of the sheep of the House of Israel. 3 
The Lord of the sheep comes to His flock, the rod of His 
■wrath in His hand, and strikes the earth till it quakes, and 
all the beasts and birds flee from the sheep, and sink in tho 
earth, which closes over them. A great throne is then set 

1 Chap. viii. 27, 28. Ed. Hilgenfeld, p. 148. 

a In our Apocrypha, the 2nd Book of Esdraii, 

3 Das Buch Henoch, ch. xc. 13. 
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up in the beloved land, and the Lord of the sheep sits on it, 
and opens the sealed books. 1 II He will now drive the kings 
from their thrones and kingdoms, and will break the teeth 
of sinners, and, finally, chase out the heathen from the con¬ 
gregation of His people, 2 and cast down the oppressors of 
Israel into a deep place, “full of fire, flaming, and full of 
pillars of fire.” 3 A “great everlasting heaven” will spring 
forth from the midst of the angels, and the day of judgment 
will begin, “when the blood of the sinners will be as high as 
a horse’s breast, and as a chariot axle,” and when legions of 
angels shall appear in the skies, and the righteous be raised 
from the grave. The days of the Messiah—“the Elect,” 
“ the Anointed One,” “ the Son of Man,” who is also “ Son 
of God ”—will then begin. 4 

“ The plants of righteousness ” (the Jewish nation) will 
flourish for ever and ever 5 under His reign, for He is to 
come forth from the “throne of the majesty of God,” and 
rule over all, as the object of universal adoration. 6 

The pictures given of the blessedness of Israel in its 
world-wide empire, throw light on the nobler side of tin* 
Jewish nature, for we may seek in vain for anything so pure 
and lofty in the conceptions of any other people. “ Blessed 
be ye, O ye righteous and elect ones, for glorious will be 
your lot ! The righteous shall dwell in the light of the Sun, 
and the elect in the light of the Life Eternal ; the days of 
their life shall have no end, and the days of the holy' ones 
shall be countless. And they shall seek the light, and find 
righteousness beside the Lord of Spirits. The righteous 
shall have peace with the Lord of the World. 7 They will 
dwell beside the Water of Life, 8 in the gardens of righteous¬ 
ness, 9 and shine like the light for ever and ever. 10 Their 
hearts will rejoice, because the number of the righteous is 
fulfilled, and the blood of the righteous avenged. 1,1 

The Psalms op Solomon, written at the time of Pompey’s 

invasion, look forward confidently to the coming of the 
Messiah, and the setting up of the everlasting kingdom of 
God, when the sons and daughters of Jerusalem will be 
brought back again from the east and the west, because 
Jehovah has had compassion on her affliction. 12 The 17th 
and 18th Psalms, especially, bring before us, with equal 

I Das Buch Henoch, oh. xo. 20. * Ch. xlv. ® Ch. xlv. 24. 4 Ch.o. 

• Ch. xciii. 2. • xlvi. 1; It. 4; lxix. 29; xlviii. 5 ; lxii. 6 

7 Ch. v. 8. • Ch. xvii. • Ch. xxxii. 10 Ch. xxxviii, 

II Ch. xlv. 13 Pialmi Salomonia, ed. Fritzsche: Ps. xi. 17. 
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vividness and beauty, the hopes that glowed in the national 
breast in the days of Christ, and broke ont into wild violence 
in the religions revolt of Judas the Galilasan. Joseph, in 
his cottage at Nazareth, may often have listened to them, or 
read them, foi they were familiar to every Jew, and many a 
group of Galiltean villagers gathered, from time to time, to 
hear them repeated, in Eastern fashion, by some reader or 
reciter. They ran thus :— 

“ Lord, Thou, alone art our King for ever and ever, and 
in Thee shall our souls make their boast. What is the span 
of man’s life upon earth ? According to the time fixed by 
the Lord, and man’s hope upon Him! But we hope in God 
our Saviour, because the power of our God is with mercy, 
for ever, and the kingdom of our God is over the heathen, 
for judgment, for ever. 

“ Thou, O Lord, didst choose for Thyself David, to be king 
over Israel, and didst swear to him, 1 respecting his seed for 
ever, that there would never fail a prince of his house before 
Thee, for ever. But for our sins, the wicked have risen up 
against us; they (the Asmonean party), whom Thou hast 
not sent forth, k have done violence against us, and have 
gotten the power over us. They have put away Thy name 
with violence, and have not glorified it, though it be above 
all in majesty; they have set up a king over them. 1 They 
have laid waste the throne of David,™ with a haughty shout 
of triumph. But Thou, O Lord, wilt cast them down, Thou 
wilt take away their seed from the earth, raising up against 
them an alien, who is not of our race.” After their sins 
shalt Thou recompense them, O God; they will receive 
according to their works. According to their works will 
God show pity on them ! He will hunt out their seed, and 
will not let them go. 0 Faithful is the Lord, in all His judg¬ 
ments which He performs in the earth. 

“ He who has not the Law p has desolated our land of its 
inhabitants. He has mad r e the youth, and the old man, and 
the child disappear together. In his fury he has sent away 
our sons to the west; q and our princes he has made an open 
Bhow, and has not spared/ Our enemy has done haughtily 
in his alien pride, and his heart is a stranger to our God. 
And he did all things, in Jerusalem, as the heathen do with 
their idols, in their cities. And the sons of the covenant 
have been made to serve them, and have been mingled among 


1 Ps. cxxxii. 11, 12. Jer. xxxiii. 17. 
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heathen nations." There was not one among them who 
showed pity or truth in Jerusalem. Those who loved tho 
synagogues of the saints fled from them ; they were driven 
away as sparrows from their nest. They wandered in deserts, 
that their souls might be saved from defilement, and the 
wilderness was lovely in their sight, in setting their souls. 
They were scattered over the whole earth, by those who 
have not the Law. 

“Behold, O Lord, and raise up to Israel, their king, the 
Son of David, at the time Thou, O God, knowest, to rule 
Israel, Thy child. And gird him, 0 Lord, with strength, 
that he may break in pieces the unjust rulers. Cleanse 
Jerusalem, in wisdom and righteousness, from the heathen 
who tread it under foot. Thrust out the sinners from Thine 
inheritance; grind to dust the haughtiness of the trangressors; 
shatter in pieces all their strength, as a potter’s vessel is shat¬ 
tered by a rod of iron. 1 Destroy utterly, with the word of 
Thy mouth, 2 the heathen that have broken Thy Law ; at IIis 
coming let the heathen flee before His face, and confound 
Thou the sinners in the thoughts of their hearts. And He 
shall bring together the holy race, and shall lead them in 
righteousness, and He shall judge the tribes of the holy 
people, for the Lord, His God. And He will not suffer un¬ 
righteousness to dwell in the midst of them, nor will any 
wicked man be let dwell among them. For He will take 
knowledge that they are all sons of God, and He will portion 
them out in their tribes, over the land. And the stranger 
and the foreigner will dwell among them no more. He will 
jndge the people and the heathen, in the wisdom of His 
righteousness. 

“And He will bring the peoples of the heathen under His 
yoke to serve Him, and He will exalt the Lord exceedingly, 
in all the earth. And He will cleanse Jerusalem in righteous- 
ness, so that, as it was in the beginning, the heathcu shall 
come from the uttermost parts of the earth, to see His glory, 
and her weary, wasted sons shall return, bearing gifts, to sec 
the glory of the Lord, with which God has glorified her. 
Aud He shall be a righteous king over them, taught of God. 
And there shall be no unrighteousness in their midst in His 
days, because they are all holy, and their king is the Christ, the 
Lord.* For He shall not trust in the horse, or the chariot, 
or in the bow; neither shall He gather to Himself silver and 


1 Rev. ii. 27 ; xii. 6 ; six. 15. Ps. ii. 9. 
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gold for war, and He shall not trust in numbers, in the day 
of battle. The Lord, Himself, is His king, and His trust in 
the Mighty God, and HE shall set all the heathen in terror 
before Him. For He shall rule all the earth, by the word of 
His mouth, for ever. He shall make the people of the Lord 
blessed, in wisdom and in joy. And He, being pure from sin, 
for the ruling of a great people, will rebuke kings, and will 
cut off transgressors by the might of His word. And He shall 
not want help from God, in His days. For the Lord shall 
make Him mighty in the Holy Spirit, and wise in counsel, and 
strong, and righteous, And the favour of the Lord shall he 
His strength, and He shall not be weak. His hope is in the 
Lord, and who can do anything against Him P Mighty in 
His doings, and strong in the fear of God; feeding, as a 
shepherd, the flock of the Lord, in faith and righteousness, He 
will let no one among them fail in the Law. He will lead them 
all in holiness, and there will be no haughty oppressing of 
them in His rule. 

“ This is the glorious excellence of the King of Israel, which 
is known to God. He shall raise Him over the House of 
Israel, to instruct it. His words are purer than the most 
pure gold. He will judge the people in the synagogues—the 
tribes of the saints. His words will be like words of the holy 
ones, in the midst of the holy multitudes. Blessed are those 
who shall live in those days, to see the good things which God 
shall do for Israel, in the gathering together of her tribes. 
God shall hasten His mercy towards Israel. He shall purge 
us from the defilement of the presence of our enemies, the 
profane. The Lord, He is King, for ever and ever! 1 

“ 0 Lord, Thy mercy is on the works of Thy hands for ever 
and ever! Thy goodness to Israel is a gift beyond price. 
Thine eyes look on, and nothing will fail of Thy promises. 
Thine ears will attend to the supplication of the needy who 
trusts in Thee Thy judgments are in all the earth, in mercy, 
and Thy love is towards the seed of Abraham, the sons of 
Israel. Thou hast Thyself taught us, as Thy son, Thine only 
begotten, Thy first born, 2 so that we may turn an obedient 
heart away from ignorance and sin. 

“ God shall purify Israel, against the day of mercy and 
blessing, against the day of the calling forth of His Christ 
(Anointed^ to rule. Blessed are those who shall live in those 
days 1 ” 3n 

1 Ps. Sal. xvii. ed. Hilgenfeld. 2 Exod. iv. 22. 

* Ps. Sal. xviii. ed. Hilgenfeld (Hessian Judceoruni, p. 24). 
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In the Fourth Book of Espras, which was circulating 
among the people at the birth of Christ, the nation fonnd its 
strength and weakness, alike, reflected, and all its religions 
hopes flattered to the utmost, “ If the world be made for our 
sakes, why do we not possess our inheritance over it ? 
asks the supposed Ezra. In the fifth of a series of “ Visions 
of the Night,” for which he had prepared by long fasting, he 
sees an angel rise from the sea, with twelve wings and three 
heads, the mystic symbol of the triumphant heathen power of 
the Syro- and Egypto-Macedonian kings, and of that of Rome, 
under Caesar, Antony, and then Octavian, who W’on the 
final victory, and nniversal monarchy. After a time, he, 
Octavian (Augustus) alone, as the one-headed eagle, remains. 
But now appears a mighty Lion 1 —the Messiah—who calls 
with a human voice to the eagle, “ Art thou not he who 
remainest of the four beasts” (the four heathen world-empires 
of Daniel), “ which I created that they might rule in my world, 
that the end of times might come through them ? Thou hast 
judged the earth, but not in truth, for thou hast troubled the 
peaceful, and wronged the unoffending; thou hast loved liars, 
and hast overthrown the cities of the industrious, and hast 
razed their walls, though they did thee no harm. Thy wrong¬ 
ful dealing has risen to the Highest, and thy pride to the 
Mighty One. The Most High, also, has remembered His 
times, and behold, they are closed, and the ages are ended. 
Therefore, begone, O thou eagle, and be seen no more—with 
thy fearful wings, thy baleful winglets, 2 thy ferocious heads, 
thy tearing claws, and all thy foul body, that the earth may 
be refreshed, and may recover itself, when freed from thy 
violence, and that she may hope in the justice and pity of Him 
who made her! ” “And I looked, and, behold, the eagle was 
no more seen, and all its body was burned up, and the earth 
grew pale with fear.” Rome, then just entering on its long 
impeiial history, and in the height of its greatness, was to be 
blotted out from the earth by the Messiah. Pust generations 
had thought the Syrian persecutions must be the tribulation 
which was to herald the coming of the Messiah, and to end 
heathen domination on the earth ; then the persecutions and 
wars of the later Maccabees; then the huge world-turmoil of 
the Roman civil wars, in succession, seemed to proclaim His 
approach. But, now, the supposed Ezra looked for it in the 
reign of Augustus, as men, a little later, expected it on the 
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death of Herod. The Lion, rising from the forest, would re¬ 
buke the haughty Roman eagle, and would sit in judgment 
ou the heathen, free His holy people, and bless them till the 
coining of the end. 1 

Nor was this the only vision of the Messiah, presented by 
the supposed Ezra. “Behold,” says he, “a wind rose from 
the heart of the sea, and in it the form of a Man ” (the Son 
of God), “ and all its waves w r ere troubled. And I saw, and 
behold the Man came on the clouds of heaven, and whereso¬ 
ever He turned His face and looked, all things trembled before 
Him, and all that heard His voice melted like wax in the 
flame. But a countless host from all parts of the earth came 
up to make war against Him. And He cut out for Himself, 
by His word, a great mountain—which is Mount Zion—and 
stood on the top of it, and when the multitude pressed with 
trembling against Him, He lifted against them neither hand 
nor weapon, but consumed them utterly with a flood of fire 
from His mouth, and the lightning flashes of the storm from 
H is lips, -’ and nothing remained of them but smoke and ashes. 
Then He rose and came down from the mountain, and called 
to Him a peaceful multitude, some glad and some sorry, some 
bound as captives, some bearing gifts, and these were the ten 
tribes, whom He had brought from their hiding-place in a 
land beyond Assyria, where never man else dwelt, cleaving 
the Euphrates to let them pass over, and gathering them to 
their own land again, that their brethren there, and they from 
afar, might rejoice evermore together.” 3 

To Esdras, the reign of the Idumean Herod over the Jewdsh 
people seems a second note of the culmination of heathen 
rule and its speedy overthrow. “ The end of this age,” says 
he, “ is Esau, and Jacob is the beginning of that which is to 
come; ” 4 the death of the Edomite was to mark the opening 
of the reign of the sons of Jacob. “ During his life, or at his 
death,” says another vision, “ the Messias (or Son of God) 
will descend from heaven with those men who have not tasted 
of death, 5 and the books will be opened before the face of the 
sky, and all shall see them, and the trumpet shall sound, and 
every cheek will grow pale at the hearing it. And friends 
will fight at that time against friends, and the earth shall 
tremble and all who dwell on it, and the springs and fountains 
shall cease running for three hours. And the hearts of the 

1 4tli Esdras xii. 34. 2 Compare Isaiah xi. 4. 

* Lat. version, 4th Esdras xiii. 47, 48. 4 Lat. version, ch. v. 9. 

* 4th Esdras vi. 26. 
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people shall be changed, and they will be turned into other 
men. For all sin and wickedness will be destroyed, and faith 
will flourish, and corruption shall be rooted out, and truth, 
which had been lost for a lonjj time, will reijrn.” Regions 
hitherto unknown and barren will be planted, to shame tho 
heathen, by showing the greater glory of the kingdom of the 
Messiah than of theirs. Yet, this golden age is to Inst only 
400 years, at the end of which the Messiah will die. 1 The 
earth will then pass aw r ay. The dead will be raised, and the 
great judgment held, after which “ the righteous shall go into 
the presence of God, and shine like the sun, and dwell in tho 
midst of His everlasting light, and die no more/ 2 and a single 
day shall be as seventy years, and they shall live foi* ever and 
ever. But the wicked shall go to everlasting fire.” 3 

Such a literature, widely diffused, penetrated the nation 
with its spirit, and colonred its destiny. Nor were the books 
quoted the only writings of a similar tone that everywhere 
formed the study, and fired the soul of the contemporaries 
of Jesus. A succession of these heralds of the Messiah per¬ 
petuated the theme. After the Psalms of Solomon and the 
Book of Esdras, we have the anticipations of the Targums, 
and of Philo, and the pictures of the Book of Jnbilces. In 
the Messiah’s time, we read in the latter, “the days will 
begin to lengthen, and the children of men will live longer, 
from generation to generation, and from day to day, till their 
lives come nigh to a thousand years. And there will be no 
more any old, or any weary of life, but they will all be like 
children and boys, and will fulfil all their days in peace and 
joy, and there will be no accuser amongst them, or any cor¬ 
rupter. For all their days will be days of blessing.” 

The result of influences so unique, is almost beyond 
imagination, to an age so cold and practical as our own. A 
parallel may, perhaps, be found in the universal excitement 
which pervaded Christendom at the end of the tenth centuiy, 

when the 1,000 years of the Book of Revelation 6 were 
thought to be closing, and the end of the world was believed 
at hand. The consternation that then seized all, alike, made 
men give np everything, to be ready for the descent of the 
Judge. It was tho one thought. Countless pilgrims sold 
all, and set off to the Holy Land to await the expected 
Saviour.® Not less deep or universal was the expectation of 

1 Lot. version, ch. vii. 29. 2 Ethiopic version, ch. vi. 69-72. 

3 Ethiopia version, ch. vi. 1. 4 Ch. xxiii. * Rev. xx. 

• Eobcrlson’s Stats of Europe, p. 213. 
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the Messiah in the days of Christ, rousing men, even against 
hope, once and again, in the literal use of the words of the 
Maccabnean psalm 1 —“ to take a two-edged sword in their 
hand, to execute vengeance on the heathen, and punishments 
on the nations; to bind their kings with chains, and their 
nobles with links of iron: to execute upon them the judg¬ 
ments written. This was an honour granted to all tho 
Saints.” 2 

The effect of the long reign of Herod on Jewish parties 
was immense. Sprung from a race which the Jews detested, 
and the son of a hated father, he had owed it to the Roman 
Senate that he was able to crush the national liberties under 
foot, and usurp the title of King of Judea, which no stranger 
before him had borne. His instincts' were cruel and harsh; 
his life and tastes, pagan and sensual; his whole nature 
opposed to everything Jewish. He had murdered member 
after member of his family, and among others the last of the 
native royal race, which the people venerated: he had put 
to death most of the leading Rabbis; he had filled the land 
with heathen architecture; he had defiled Jerusalem by a 
circus and theatre; he had degraded the pontificate by 
putting two high priests to death, after deposing them; he 
had violated the tomb of David, in search of treasure ; he 
had burned the national registers, so essential to a people 
among whom so much, in their priesthood and common life, 
turned on their descent; in his old age, he had burned alive, 
two famous Rabbis, and slain many of the youth of Jeru¬ 
salem, for their zeal for the Law; and, when dying, he had 
left a command, to murder, in cold blood, the collected elders 
of the nation, to fill the land with sorrow for itself, if not 
for him, when he was gone.' 

Against such a master the two great parties, Pharisees 
and Sadducees,—notwithstanding their differences, above all 
things Jews,—felt for the time drawn closer together. Except 
the high priests, who were Herod’s creatures, the courtiers 
who worshipped the power of the day, and the soldiers loyal 
to a warlike king, few were for Herod. The Sadducees for¬ 
sook the court; the high priesthood was for the time taken 
from their party. An Alexandrian family into which Herod 
had married, received it to ennoble them,—men suspected of 


1 Ps. exlix. 6-9. 

2 Hasidim. The very word used to designate the ultra-puritans of the 
Maccabieau times. 
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foreign views, royalists by alliance, and opposed to the people 
by their origin. 1 For the — — 1 - c - 1 - 


origin 


first time we hear of preachers. 


The last martyrs nnder Herod—Judas, son of Saripheus, and 
Mattathias, son of Margalonth—were in reality tribunes of 
the people, to whose stirring addresses, the great riot in 
which the golden eagle in the temple was thrown down, was 
due. They were burned alive, but men of the same mould 
took their place, allies and friends of the multitudes who fled 
to the hills, to emerge from time to time from their hiding 
places, to harass the troops of Herod. Revolutionary times 
always produce such men, whom timeservers of their day 
have been wont to denounce as brigands or robbers. They 
were, however, in reality the Maccabees of their age. 
followers of Judas the Galilsean,” says Josephus,* 


m 


The 

all 


their opinions are at one with the Pharisees—that, is, with 
the nation,—but they have an inextinguishable passion for 
liberty, and will own none but God as Master; they count 
any tortures that they may endure, however dreadful, as 
nothing, nor do they heed the sufferings their parents or 
friends may bear for their sakes,”—for these were punished 
if the offenders themselves were not caught,—“ but nothing 
will make then call any man Master.” It was for putting 
Hezekiah, the father of Judas, to death, in the beginning of 
his reign, that the Sanhedrim, then still vigorous, tried to 
bring Herod to trial, which they never would have done on 
behalf of a mere “ robber.” 3 What the nation thought of his 
son Judas is shown in the words of a Rabbi, 4 “ In the world 
to come, God will gather round Judas a multitude like him, 
and will set them before His face.” Men of the same typo 
had appeared before Pompey at Damascus, pleading the cause 
neither of Hyrcanus nor Aristobulus, but of the people of God, 
whose institutions had never favoured royalty. But it was 
under Herod, and immediately after his death, that these ideas 
first became the cry of any organized party. The people had 
tired of the dry and lifeless discussions of the Rabbis. Their 
subtleties and legal distinctions left their hearts untouched. 
But men had risen like Hezekiah, Judas of Galilee, Mattathias, 
and Judos, son of Saripheus, whose harangues set their 6onls 
on fire. These earnest spirits did not trouble with barren 
decisions; they preached and roused. They did not dispute 
about some obscure chapter of Exodus or Leviticus; their 


* Derenbourg , p. 156. * Ant. xviii. 1. 6. 1 Drrmboura, p. 160. 

4 Midrasch on Ecclesiastes i. I; quoted by Derenbourg, p. 161. 
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texts were the inspired words of the prophets, the burning 
and eloquent exhortations of Isaiah and Jeremiah. These 
they recited, commented on, and enlarged, before multitudes 
eacrer to hear them. The voice of the ancient Oracles had 
retained all its freshness, and suited the passing times as if 
written respecting them. For Jehoiakim men read Herod; 
Rome took the place of Babylon ; and the gloomy prophecies 
of Jeremiah seemed about to be fulfilled anew on the second 
Temple. For the last time, the almost withered tree of 
Jewish nationality seemed to live again. In the soil of the 
Word of God it grew green ouce more, and pushed out some 
last branches, but all the prophets through whose impulse 
it thus revived, paid for the dangerous glory by a violent 
death. 

In the lifetime of Jesus, parties had thus become trans¬ 
formed. The Boethusians, or Alexandrians, raised to the 
pontificate by Herod, became the royalists. They hoped to 
be able, under him and the Romans, to maintain ecclesiasti¬ 
cal matters as they were, and keep hold of their privileges. 
They were the high-priestly families whose harshness and 
violence are handed down to us in the Talmud. “ A curse 
on the family of Boethos, a curse on their spears ”—was the 
anathema muttered in the streets of Jerusalem—“ a curse on 

s 

the family of Hannas ! 1 a curse on their viper-like hissings ! 
A curse on the family of Kanthera! a curse on their fine 
feathers ! A curse on the family of Ismael Ben Phabi! a 
curse on their fists ! They are high priests themselves, their 
sons keep the money, their sons-in-law are captains, and 
their servants smite the people with their staves ; ” y “ The 
approaches of the sanctuary,” continues the Talmud, “ echo 
with four cries—‘ Depart hence, ye sons of Eli, z you pollute 
the Temple of the Eternal: ’ ‘ Depart henoe, Issachar Kefr 
Barkai, who think only of yourself, and profane the con¬ 
secrated victims,’—for he wore silken gloves to protect his 
hands in his ministrations. Then, in keen irony, comes the 
cry—‘ Open your gates, 0 Temple, and let Ismael Ben Phabi, 
the disciple of Phinehas, “ enter, that he may perform the 
high-priestly rites ; ’ and, finally, a fourth voice—‘ Open wide, 
ye gates! and let Johanan, the son of Nebedia, the disciple 
of gluttons and gourmands, enter, that he may gorge on the 
sacrifices! ’ ” 2 No wonder this last pupil of his Roman 

1 The Annas of the Gospels. 

3 Pejuchim, 57 a, and Kcrithoth, 28 a. Dcrcnbourg , p. 233. 
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masters won such a name, if the Talmnd may be believed in 
its statement, that he had three hundred calves, and as many 
casks of wine, and forty 6eahs of pigeons, set apart for his 
kitchen. 1 * 1 * 

The luxury and audacity of some of the high priests were 
pushed so far, that it is related of Ismael Ben Phahi that his 
mother made a tunic for him, that cost a hundred mince— 
about £330. The mother of ELiezer Ben Harsom had a 
similar robe made for him, if we may credit it, at a cost 
of 20,000 mince—£06,000, but it was so fine that the other 
priests would not let him wear it, because he seemed naked 
from its transparency. 1 The exaggeration is, doubtless, 
great, for the fortune of this pontifical millionnnire is a 
favourite theme of Rabbinical fancy, but such exaggeration 
itself springs only from truth, striking enough to arrest tho 
imagination. The high priesthood had, in fact, sunk to the 
extremes! corruption. “ To what time,” asks Rabbi Jocha- 
nan, “ do the words refer—‘ The fear of the Lord prolongeth 
life ? ’ 2 To that of the first Temple, which stood about four 
hundred and ten years, and had only eighteen high priests 
from first to last. And to what time do the other words 
refer— 4 And the years of the wicked shall be shortened ? ’ 
To that of the second Temple, which stood four hundred and 
twenty years, and had more than three hundred high priests: 
for, deducting eighty-five years for five exceptional reigns, 
less than a single year is left for each of all the other high 
priests.” a 

The Pharisees and Sadducees, in these dark years, had to 
withdraw completely from political life, and seek consola¬ 
tion in the study of the Law, and in attracting the people to 
the schools where they taught or discussed. The extreme 
party among the former—the Zealots, the Jacobins of the 
age, or rather its Maccabees—were enthusiastically popular 
with the youth of the nation. 4 Stem puritans, who knew no 
compromise, they dreamed of triumphing, in their w eakness, 
over the armies of the mistress of the world, by the help 
of God, for whom they believed they fought. No danger 
appalled their magnificent devotion, no sacrifice daunted 
their heroism. They were the rising party, from the time 
of Herod’s death. 

Thus, from about the time of Christ’s birth, religion be- 


1 Juma, 356. 
* Joma, 9 a. 
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came, once more, the gTeat factor of Jewish national life. 
The bloody king had died in the midst of rumours of the 
close approach of the Messiah. 

The visit of the Magi, almost immediately before, must 
have fanned the popular excitement still more, nor would 
the massacre at Bethlehem be without its influence on the 
public mind. The insurrection of Mattathias and Judas, at 
the head of the youth of the city, another incident of these 
eventful months, had only anticipated the theocratic move¬ 
ment, to be made, as all hoped, with success, as soon as the 
tyrant was dead. The wild outbreaks headed by Simon the 
slave of Herod, Judas the Galilean, and Athronges the 
Perean shepherd, were all, more or less, connected with 
religion. The deputation of fifty Jews, sent to Rome to 
petition Augustus to set aside the Herods, and permit the 
restoration of the old theocracy, had aroused the Jewish 
population of Rome itself. The Rabbis martyred for de¬ 
stroying the golden eagle, and Judas and his colleague Zadok 
the Rabbi, had, moreover, by their inspiring harangues and 
appeals to Scripture, as well as by their heroism and the 
lofty grandeur of their aims, given such an impulse to re¬ 
ligious enthusiasm, and created such an ideal of patriotic 
devotion, that the youth of the country, henceforth, pressed 
ever more zealously in their steps. Even the old looked on 
them as the glory of their age. Patriotism became more 
and more identified with fiery zeal for the Law, and war 
with the heathen for its sake became the religious creed of 
the multitude. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 18 AT HAND. 


T HIRTY years of the life of Christ had passed in the 

seclusion of Nazareth. In early youth He had learned 
Joseph’s trade, 1 and had spent the long years that had in¬ 
tervened, in the duties of His humble calling, for humble it 
must have been in a mountain village, where there could bo 
no demand for the skill required in larger communities, in 
that age of civic embellishment. It is well for mankind 
that He chose such a lowly lot. He could sympathise more 
keenly with the humble poor, from having Himself shared 
their burden. Nor could labour have been more supremely 
honoured than by the Saviour giving Himself to life-long 
toil. Work—the condition of health, the law of progress, 
the primal duty in Eden, and the safeguard of every virtuo 
in all ages, is touched with a grand nobility by the spectacle 
of the Carpenter of Nazareth. Idleness, in any rank, be¬ 
comes doubly a vice from the remembrance of such a lesson. 

How these thirty years of obscurity were passed is left 
untold, beyond the incidental mention of the calling Jesus 
pursued. Joseph, according to old tradition, 2 died when 
Jesus was eighteen years old, and it seems certain, from tho 
fact that He is not mentioned in the Gospels during Christ’s 
public life, that he died at least before that began. From 
the time of His death, it is said, doubtless correctly, Jesus 
supported His mother by the work of His hands, at least, 
in common with tho others of the household. It is added 
that He had grown up with four brothers, 3 James, Joseph, 
Simon, and Jude, and at least two sisters, whose names are 
said to have been Esther and Tamar; 4 * but Jude and Simon, 
and both tho sisters, we are told, married before Joseph’s 
death, and settled in the town of Nazareth. 6 Some think 

1 Mark vi. 3. * Hofmann, Vat Lcbm Jew, p. 274. 

* Matt. xiii. 65. Mark vi. 8. 4 Haae’s Lcben Jew, p. 67. 

6 Uojniann, p. 264. 
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that Salome, the mother of James and John, and wife of 
Zebedee, was Mary’s elder sister; others identify her with 
the Mary b who married Clopas-Alphoeus, 1 0 of Nazareth, but 
he, like Joseph, appears to have died before Jesus began 
His ministry. This couple seem to have had two sons, 
James and Joses, but it is not related whether they had any 
daughters. The two households formed the family circle of 
which Jesus was the wondrous centre. Tradition fills up 
the outline of one or two of those thus honoured—notably 
of James, afterwards the saintly head of the Church of 
Jerusalem 11 —a Nazarite from his childhood, and a martyr 
in his old age. Christ’s brothers, Simon and Jude, are also 
mentioned incidentally; the one as head of the Church of 
Jerusalem after James’s death; the other as having left 
descendants who were cited before Domitian, as belonging to 
the kingly race of David. “ There were yet living of the 
family of our Lord,” says Eusebius, 2 from Hegesippus, who 
wrote about the year 160, “the grandchildren of Judas, 
called the brother of our Lord, according to the flesh. 
These were reported as being of the family of David, and 
were brought to Domitian. 3 For the emperor was as much 
alarmed about the appearing of Christ as Herod had been. 
He put the question, whether they were of David’s race, 
and they confessed that they were. He then asked them 
what property they had, or how much money they owned. 
And both of them answered that they had between them 
only nine thousand denarii (under three hundred pounds), 
and this they had, not in silver, but in the value of a piece 
of land, containing only thirty-nine acres, from which they 
raised their taxes, and supported themselves by their own 
labour. They also began to show their hands, how they 
were hard and rough with daily toil.” Domitian then asked 
them some questions about Christ, and, after hearing their 
answers, dismissed them in contemptuous silence, as simple 
fools whom it was not worth while to trouble. The momen¬ 
tary glimpses still left us of the home circle of Nazareth 
thus show us a group of brothers, partly working a small 
farm, but all in humble life, and all, alike, marked by so 
strict an observance of the Law, that, even in their old age, 
the Jews themselves, and the Jewish Christians, held them 
in honour on this account. 

Communion with His own heart; the quiet gathering in 


1 Matt. x. 3. 
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of all the lessons of life and nature aronnd; deep study of 
the thoughts and hearts of men; a silent mastery of the 
religions ideas of the day, and a deep knowledge of tho 
religions parties of the people, were daily advancing with 
Jesus. But in His spiritual life, in these years, as to the end, 
solitary prayer and long continued communion with God, 
where no eye saw and no ear heard Him, were, doubtless. 
His constant characteristics. The Scriptures heard in the 
synagogues, or studied in the household, were His habitual 
delight, till His intellect and heart were so saturated with 


their words and spirit, that He knew them better than the 
Scribes and Pharisees, who claimed to make them the ouo 
subject of their thoughts. 

He must have been a mystery to His household. He had 
been so even to His mother, from the time of the Temple 
visit, and He must have become, more and more so as Ho 
went on His own way, joining no party, silent, thoughtful, 
self-contained, given to solitude, and with a strange light in 
His eyes, which looked as if they saw intq the very soul of 
those on whom they were turned. His brothers and sisters 
could not understand Him, even after He had become a 
public teacher. Alone in that beautiful world of Galilee, 
with its skies filled with light—its green plains and valleys, 
wooded hills, and shining sea; amidst a brave, bright, fiery, 
noble people, and yet so different from them—a faithful 
son, a patient worker at His daily toil, a friend of children 
and of the poor and needy, gentle, loving, pure, and yet so 
wholly apart by His very perfection—we may almost think 
He must have been avoided rather than sought. 

Taught by Joseph and Mary, and in the synagogue school, 
Jesus had learned the Hebrow 

a spoken language—eo as both to read and write it. 1 Syro- 
Chaldaic was the language of the people, and thus His 
mother tongue; but He must also have gained knowledge 
enough of Greek, from its being spoken by so many in the 
different towns of the country, to converse with those who 
knew no other speech used in Palestine—such as the cen¬ 
turion or Pilate, or the Greeks who 


which had long ceased to be 


with Him in the last week of His life. 


sought an interview 

o 


Amidst the many homely engagements of such a sphere, 
year after year passed quietly and obscurely away. Events 
around, and in Judea, were not wanting to keep tongues 
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busy in the market place or in the streets, and thoughtful 
hearts grew daily more so, as to the issue of all that reached 
them from the great world outside their hills. Meanwhile, 
the house of Mary must have been the ideal of a happy 
home in its relations with her mysterious Son. His child¬ 
like humility, sunny contentment, stainless purity, watchful 
tenderness, and transparent simplicity of soul, would find 
expression in an ever ready delight in pleasing, an infinite 
patience, an attractive meekness, and a constant industry. 
The discipline by which His human character was perfected 
was not confined to the closing years of His life, when He 
came publicly before men, but began with His childhood 
and lasted to the end. We grow firm and strong to resist 
and to do; we gain the mastery of ouiselves which brings 
superiority, by a patient use of the incidents of daily life. 
To rule one’s own spirit on the petty theatre of a private 
sphere, creates a power which goes with us to wider fields of 
action. The principles and graces which stand the storms 
of public life must have been trained in the school of our 
daily world. Even to have to wait for thirty years before 
the day came to begin His great work, was itself a discipline 
to a holy soul. How must He have sighed over the evils 
of the times; over the sufferings of His fellow-men; over 
the loss of apparent opportunities; over the long-permitted 
reign of evil. Enthusiasm burns to go out on its mission, 
and frets at delay, blaming itself if a moment appear to be 
lost. But Jesus learned at Nazareth to wait His Father’s 
time. Till “ His hour was come ” He could control His 
longings, and wait for the Divine sanction, in obscurity so 
complete, that even Nathanael, at Cana, only a few miles 
off, never heard of Him till His public ministry had begun, 
and His fellow-townsmen had no suspicion of His being 
more than Jesus, the carpenter. 

Thus, although retired, these years were in no measure 
lost. The Divine wisdom, which marks out the life of all 
men, must have especially watched and planned that of the 
Perfect One of Nazareth. These unknown secluded years 
teach us that the noblest lives may yet be the most obscure; 
that life, in the highest sense, is not mere action, but the 
calm reign of love and duty, towards God and man, in our 
allotted sphere—that the truest and holiest joy is not neces¬ 
sarily that of public activity, far less that of excitement and 
noise, but, rather, where amidst the calm surrounding God 
and heaven are mirrored in an untroubled spirit. Compared 
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with the last years of His life, with their agitation and cease- 
less labour, Jesus, doubtless, often looked back fondly on the 
quiet days of Nazareth, where the skies, filled with cloudless 
light, or the silent splendour of the stars, or the dream of 
loveliness in all nature, far and near, were only emblems of 
the heaven of His own soul. 

With the growth in years, his riper faculties would find a 
growing delight in the highest knowledge. Even as a bov, 
He had shown a Divine love of truth, and a supreme devotion 
to God, which found its natural joy in “ seeking and asking,” 
wherever He could hope to learn, whether in the school of 
the Rabbis, in the Temple, or from townsmen of Nazareth. 
He had doubtless a premonition of His calling, which urged 
Him on. Each day more loveable, He would each day be¬ 
come more thoughtful. He might gather much from without, 
but His soul developed itself mainly from within. 

Meanwhile, the time was drawing near for His manifesta¬ 
tion to Israel. 


Political oppression, by a natural reaction, had roused the 
hopes of a great national future, to an intensity unknown 
before, even in Israel. But while, at other times, similar 


hopes had affected only the narrow bounds of Judea, they 
now went beyond it, and agitated the whole world. They 
fell in with the instinctive feeling, which in that age pervaded 
all countries, that the existing state of things could not 
continue. 


The reign of evil throughout the world seemed to have 
reached its height. In Rome, the infamous Sejauus, long 
the favourite of Tiberius, had at last fallen, but not till his 
career had filled the world with horror. The enforcement 


of obsolete usury laws had spread financial ruin over the 
empire. Forced sales made property almost worthless. 
Bankruptcy spread far and near. The courts were filled 
with men imploring a repeal of the obnoxious laws, and, 
meanwhile, the capitalists kept back their money. Business 


was paralyzed throughout the world. 


Many of the rich 


were reduced to beggary, and the misery of the poor bccamo 
more intense. To add to the universal ruin, informers 


reigned supreme at Rome, and even the forms of lnw T were 
forgotten. Multitudes, both innocent and guilty, perished 
in the Roman jails—men, women, and children—their bodies 
being thrown into the Tiber. To add to all, the vices of 
Tiberius, fraught with evil to the world, grew daily more 
monstrous. Old age and debauchery had bent his body, 
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and covered his face with ugly blotches, but his taste for 
obscene pleasures steadily increased, and, to indulge them, 
he shut himself up in loathsome retirement. Virtue and 
life were alike at his mercy: no one was safe from infamous 
delators. A reign of terror prevailed. Legal murders and 
remorseless confiscations were increasing; immorality and 
crime held high carnival. The most distant countries 
trembled before Rome, but its rule may be judged by the 
guilt, cruelty, and corruption at the centre. 

The misgoverned East was deeply agitated by the uneasy 
presentiment of an impending change. Not only Judea, but 
the neighbouring countries, were full of restless expectation. 

Thus, in perhaps the very year in which John the Baptist 
appeared, the Egyptian priests announced that the bird 
known as the Phoenix had once more been seen. 1 Origin¬ 
ally the mythological emblem of the sun, it had gradually 
come to be regarded as a representative of the cycles of the 
history of the world, appearing at regular intervals, to con¬ 
sume itself, and rise anew from its ashes, in mystic indication 
of the end of one great period and the opening of another. 
It had appeared under Sesostris, under Amasis, and under 
Ptolemy, the third king of the Macedonian dynasty. That 
it should appear now, seemed strange, as the intervals of 
its return had hitherto been 1,461 and 500 years, but it was 
only 250 since Ptolemy. 2 Meanwhile, the sacred colleges of 
the capital confirmed what was announced by the Egyptian 
priests. If the Egyptian consoled himself, amidst the op¬ 
pressions of the evil days of Tiberius, by the fond belief that 
the mysterious bird was about to bear away the expiring 
age, the priestly college of Rome reckoned that the great 
world-year was about to end, and the age of Saturn to 
return. According to the augurs, the ninth world-month, 
and, with it, the reign of Diana, had closed with Cassar’s 
death, and the last month, that of Apollo, had begun. As, 
moreover, the secular months were of unequal length, it 
seemed as if the end of all things were at hand. Virgil, 3 in 
the generation before Christ, had already written his Fourth 
Eclogue, with its pictures of the coming golden age, borrowed 
from Isaiah, through the medium of the Jewish Sibylline 
poems, then widely circulated throughout the world. 4 It seems 
a satire on his visions of future happy years, that the child,* 
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of whom he wrote in such lofty strains, not only failed to 
bring in a golden age, but died of hunger, under Tiberius, in 
the very year, it would seem, in which Jesus was crucified . 1 
The legend of the death of the great god, Pan, which, ac¬ 
cording to Plutarch, happened in the days of Tiberius, shows 
the same deep and boding presentiment, in the ancient world, 
that a great change was at hand. 

“ At that time,” it relates, “ a ship, when off Corfu, w*as 
strangely becalmed, and, forthwith, the Egyptian helmsman, 
Thamnus, heard a loud voice from the Echinadian Islands 
call him by name, and bid him say, w hen he got to Palodes , 2 
that the great god, Pan, was dead. The Egyptian did as 
he was bidden, but scarcely had he called out his message 
over the shore that had been named to him, when there rose, 
around, a great sighing, and a sound as of wonder, that 
filled the passengers with awe; the story, when it w r as told 
in Rome, troubling the Emperor Tiberius and the people 
not a little .” 3 The great Pan was, indeed, dead, and the 
other gods wailed over his bier. The oracles and sacred 
utterances of the time breathe a dark dread of a coining 
world-catastrophe. The bright day of the Augustan age 
had long passed. The air over Rome smelt of blood. Murder 
and suicide were the fashion, and even women were not safe 
from the dagger . 4 Financial distress brought w r ant to the 
mass. Even the provinces suffered by the awful monetary 
crisis. In Palestine, men saw their future king, Agrippa, 
reduced to the greatest straits for money, bomming where 
he could, glad to accept funds secretly offered to gain his 
influence,—for a time dependent for his very food on Herod 
Antipas, and, in the end, a fugitive from his usurious creditors . 5 
The debtor, the creditor, and the jail, which recur so often 
in the parables, were illustrations only too vividly realized 
by the people at large. It was a time of change, transition, 
universal doubt, uncertainty, and expectation. In the heathen 
world, men did not know what to think of the future; in 
Judea, they looked for the sudden appearance of the Messiah. 
The drama of ancient society had been played out; a vast 
empire had risen on the ruins of the nationalities that had, 
hitherto, kept men apart, and its triumphs had discredited 
the local gods, to whom men had everywhere looked for 
protection. A calm had followed ages of universal war 

1 A.i). 33. 9 Just outside the upper edge of the Gulf of Corinth. 
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between city and city, and state and state, and had revolu¬ 
tionized life. Corruption and oppression had followed in 
the wake of dominion, and had filled the world with vague 
longings for a higher morality, and the hopes of a nobler 
religion than the decayed systems around them. The very 
triumph of one power over all others had, indeed, before all 
things besides, opened the way for the new faith of Christ. 
The isolation of hostile races had been broken down, and the 
dim but magnificent conception of a brotherhood of men, 
though, as yet, only as subjects of a universal despotism, 
had risen in the mind of all peoples. The highways of Rome 
imuted communication with all lands ; her government and 
laws guaranteed order and safety wherever they obtained; 
but, above all, she had prepared the world for a religion 
which should address all humanity, by levelling the innumer¬ 
able barriers of rival nationality—with their jealousies and 
impenetrable prejudices, and linking all races into a single 
grand federation, with common sympathies, and as fellow- 
citizens of the same great dominion. 

It was amidst such a state of things, when the fabric of 

o 

society seemed dissolving, and the new world had not yet 
risen from the chaos of the old, that the destined herald of 
a new moral order was born, 1 apparently, in Hebron. The 
son of a pure and worthy priest—John, the future Baptist, 
was, from his birth, surrounded by the influences most fitted 
to develope a saintly character. Of priestly descent, on his 
mother’s side as well as his father’s, he began life with all the 
advantages of an ancient ancestry, every link of which in 
the eyes of a Jew, was noble. In the society of Hebron, 
his parents would have a prominent position, and their young 
son must have been surrounded, on their account, with the 
respect which insensibly educates and refines. His early 
education, received at the hands of his father and mother, 
would take the colour of their position and training. The 
child would hear, from his infancy, the history of his people, 
and of the great priestly race whose blood ran in his veins. 
His genealogy was no doubtful conjecture, but clear and well 
established through fourteen centuries, 2 lighted up, at in¬ 
tervals, by traditions of famous names, and as famous deeds. 
The child of strict observers of the Law, he would grow 
up with a religious reverence for its minutest prescriptions, 
its feasts and fasts, its Sabbaths and new moons, its ten 
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thousand rules 1 on meats and drinks, dress, furniture, dishea, 
conversation, reading, travelling, meeting, parting, buying, 
selling, cooking, the washing of pots, cups, tables, and person 
—that slavery of ritualism to which pious Jews gave a trem¬ 
bling and anxious obedience. From his earliest years he 
would feel that he could not eat, drink, clothe himself, wash 
his hands or feet, bathe, or perform the most secret function, 
except by set rules. He would be trained in the ideas of the 
system into which he had been born, which mapped out his 
every act, and word, and thought, and denounced every devi¬ 
ation from the all-embracing rules of Rabbinism as a sin, 
fatal to his caste as a Jew. 


Bora in the priestly rank, and, therefore, himself a destined 
priest hereafter, John would early learn all the details of the 
Temple service, and, doubtless, often went with his parents 
to the Temple, the glittering pinnacles of which he could see 


from Hebron. The countless pilgrims at the great feasts ; the 


solemnities of the altar, with its turbaned, white-robed, bare¬ 


footed priests; the swelling music of the Levites, who, each 


morning, sang the psalms of the day, in the inner court, to 
the accompaniment of citherns, harps, and cymbals, and the 
deep roll of the great Temple organ, whose music the Rabbis, 
with fond exaggeration, spoke of as heard at Jericho, 21 —would 
be familiar and dear to him, and the splendour of the newly 
built Temple, resplendent in snowy marble and gold, would 
kindle at once his pride and affection. We all rise to man¬ 
hood coloured by the influences around us, and these in his 
case all tended to the narrowest Judaism. Living almost 


under the shadow of the Temple, he was in the centre of 


whatever was most rigid and intolerant; unlike Jesus, whose 


Galilaean home kept him in a freer air, far from the dead 
conservatism of the Temple city, and from the bigotry of its 
schools and people. 

But though thus, by birth, education, and circumstances, 
naturally a strict and rigid Jew, higher inspirations than 
those of mere formalism surrounded John from his birth. 


His father and mother were both righteous * before God , 3 
in a higher sense than that of Rabbinical blamelessness. 
Their religion was deep and sincere, for they were among 
the remnant in Israel who fulfilled the sacred ideal of the 


1 Jitd. [{andwrrkerlrfxn. p. 35. 

1 Delitzsch. Art. Psaimen, Ucr-og, vol. xii. p. 284. Leyrer, Art. Mutik, 
in flert't y, vol. x. p. 131, 

1 Luke L 6. 
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Divine requirements : they did justly, loved mercy, and 
walked humbly with their God. 1 Their son inherited their 
fiuest characteristics. Even from childhood he showed his 
religious bias. 2 The only son of a priest, he might have 
passed through life with Mattering respect, in the enjoyment 
of a modest plenty, but he early caught the spirit of the 
heroes of his race, of whom he heard and read so much in the 
ancient Scriptures. Disdaining self-indulgent ease, his soul 
kindled under the influences of home, of the times, and of 
religion, into a fervent enthusiasm, which found its loftiest 
conception of life in asceticism and joyful self-sacrifice. 
Always more or less in favour with his race, this tendency 
was more frequent in the Jewish priesthood than in any other 
of antiquity. 3 Eeeling the pulses of spiritual excitement 
which throbbed through the pqople around him: pondering 
their sufferings, their sins, and their hopes, John gave himself 
up, though of priestly birth, to the higher mission of a prophet, 
and devoted his life to the reform of the evils he so deeply 
deplored, and to the revival of the religion of his fathers. 

His course was, doubtless, in some measure, determined by 
an act of his parents before his birth. They had made a vow 
in his name that he should be a Nazarite 4 all his life, and 
had thus marked him out as one formally devoted to God, 
and he freely adopted the vow. The Naz&rite, among the 
Jews, was one, of either sex, consecrated to God as peculiarly 
His. The conception was the natural development, in earnest 
spirits, of the self-mortification, for religious ends, by fasts 
and the like, common to all Eastern races. It had been 
practised in Israel from the earliest times, and is already for¬ 
mulated in the Book of Numbers 5 as a recognised institution. 
The Nazarite was required to abstain altogether from wine 
and intoxicating drinks, even from vinegar, or any syrup or 
preparation of the grape, and from grapes themselves, and 
raisins. All the days of his Nazariteship he was to eat 
nothing made of the vine, from the kernels to the husk. 6 h 
“ No razor was to come upon his head; ” he was to “ be 
holy,” and to let the locks of the hair of his head grow. 7 
To guard against any legal defilement from a corpse, he was 
to go near no dead body, even if it were that of his father, 
mother, brother, or sister 8 because the consecration of God 

1 Mif-ah vi. 8. 3 Luke i. 15. 

9 Kivald, vol. v. p. 210. 4 From “IT3 ( nazar ), to consecrate, to vow. 

* CL, vi. 1-21. 6 Num. vi. 4. 7 Ver. 5. 8 Ver. 7. 
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was on his head: and, if by chance, death came where he 
was, the defilement could only be removed by a seven days' 
“ uncleanness,” to be followed by shaving his head, and 
presenting a special trespass-offering. His vow was, more¬ 
over, regarded as broken, and he had to begin its fullilmcnt 


again. 

A Nazarite vow was commonly made for a fixed time , 1 bat 
parents might vow for their infant or even unborn children, 
that they should be Nazarites for life. It was thus in the 
case of John; it had been so with Samuel and Samson, and 
tradition tells us it was so in the case of Janies the Just, the 
brother of our Lord. But though consecrated to God, and 
marked as such by special signs, the Nazarite was not a 
monk who withdrew wholly from family, social, or civil life, 
and thus shut himself out'from nil useful activity. The 
sound sense of early antiquity had no conception of such 
selfish devotion. He only shunned certain aspects or parts 
of common life, though some, of their own accord, carried 
self-denial farther . 2 Not a fe\v retired into the desolation of 


the hills of southern Judea, and lived rudely in caves, allow¬ 
ing themselves only the rough fare of the wilderness, and 

the coarsest clothing. Others, like James the Just, used no 

oil for anointing, though almost a necessary of life in warm 
countries, and afe no flesh . 3 The shrinking avoidance of all 
Levitical defilement, which dictated such mortifications, was 
held due to their special consecration to God, whom this 
rigid ceremonial purity was supposed to honour. The shun¬ 
ning the sight of the dead was but a repetition of what was 
required from the Levitically holiest man of the nation—the 
high priest . 4 The abstaining from wine and strong drink 
guarded against an offence doubly evil in one who had given 
himself to God, and was a security for vigour and clearness 
of mind in His service. The uncut huir was, perhaps, a 
visible sign of the sacred and inviolable surrender of the wdiole 

o 

man to Jehovah. The hair was the symbol of manly vigour, 
its crown and ornament; and its untouched locks thus sym¬ 
bolized the consecration of the reason and higher powers to 
God. Thus especially “holy,” the life-long Nazarite stood on 
an equality with a priest, and might enter the inner Temple, 
as we see in the instance of James the Jnst. 

The Nazarite vow was often taken to secure some wish— 


1 Acts xxi. 23. 24. 

• Eusob., H. E., ii. 23. 8. 


* Jcr. xxxv. 6, 7. 

* Lev. xxi. 11. 
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for health, safety, or success—from God. But where it was 
life-long\ no such selfish aims could be cherished. In lower 

O' 

cases, like that of Samson, there might be a vague craving 
for special favour from God, but in such as'that of John, 
the impelling motive was intense desire after the highest 
religious attainments. It w'as in him a visible and enduring 
protest against the worldliness and spiritual indifference of 
mankind at large. 

The time of Samson and Samuel, towards the close of the 
period of the Judges, seems to have been that of the greatest 
glory of Is azaritism, 1 which prepared the way for the grander 
era of the prophets, beginning with Samuel, and for the great 
spiritual movement of the reign of the first kings. Less 
than two hundred years after David, however, Amos laments 
the mockery with which the people treated it . 3 Yet Nazarites 
must always have been numerous in Israel, for the duplicity 
of the Rabbi Simeon Ben Shetach, in regard to the sacrifices 
required to discharge three hundred Nazarites from their vow, 
was the first cause of his disastrous quarrel with Alexander 
Jannceus. 3 Even tw*o hundred years before, the vitality of 
the institution must have declined. “ I never, through life,” 
said Simeon the Just, at that time, 4 “ liked to taste the tres¬ 
pass-offering of a Nazarite. Once, however, a man of the 
South came to me who had made the Nazarite vow. Hooked 
at him. He had glorious eyes, a noble face, and his hair fell 
over his shoulders in great waving masses. ‘ Why do you 
"wish to cut off this magnificent hair, and be a Nazarite no 
longer ? ’ I asked him. ‘ I am shepherd to my father,’ said 
he, ‘in the town where I live. One day, in drawing water 
from the spring, I saw my likeness below, and felt a secret 
pride. An evil thought began to lay hold on me and destroy 
me. Then, I said, Wicked creature! you would fain be 
proud of what is not yours, and ought to be no more to you 
than dust and worthlessness; I vow to my God that I shall 
cut off my hair for His glory.’ ” “ Forthwith,” continued 

Simeon, “ I embraced him and said, ‘ Would that we had 
many Nazarites like thee in Israel.’ ” 61 

The instinct which has led men, in every religion, and in 
all ages, to adopt an ascetic life, doubtless springs from the 
belief, that self-denial and the subjugation of the body leave 

1 Ewald, AlUrthiimer, p. 116. 8 Amos ii. 11, etc. 

* Derenb'iurfj, p. 96. Jost, and others. * About B.c. 300. 

• He da rim, i. 1. 
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the soul more free to attend to its special interests. Buddhism 
is a system of self-mortification, and Brahmanism lias its 
Yogus, or devotees, who aspire, by tbe renunciation of all 
that can make life pleasant, to attain union with the Supreme 
Spirit. Mohammedanism has its fakirs, who seek to subduo 
the flesh by their ansterities, and to strengthen the soul by 
contemplation and prayer. The Egyptian priests passed 
their novitiate in the deserts, where, like John, they lived in 
caves. “ The priests in Heliopolis,” says Plutarch, 1 “ bring 
no wine into the temple, as it is not seemly to drink by day, 
whilst the Lord and King, Helios (the sun), looks on; the 
others drink wine, but very little. They have many fasts, 
during which they refrain from wine, and continuously 
meditate on divine things, learn, and teach them.” 

Reaction from the corruption around, the weariness of the 
world, natural in a period of universal unquiet and uncer¬ 
tainty, and the wish to follow out the letter of the Law 
exactly, had led to the adoption of an austere life by many 
in Palestine. As the Nazarites strove to attain ideal cere¬ 


monial purity in rude isolation, others sought it in brother¬ 
hoods. Josephus 2 classes as one of the four great parties of 
his day, the Essenes, k an order numbering about 4,000 mem¬ 
bers, in Syria and Palestine, 3 more or less devoted to an ascetic 
life. Like the Pharisees, they were a development of the 
zeal for the Law which had first marked the Hasidiin, in the 
Maccabtean wars. The feverish anxiety to avoid Levitieal 
defilement, which had already given rise to Pharisaism, found 
its extreme expression in these ultra rigid legalists, who 
hoped, by isolation, to attain ceremonial righteousness, im¬ 
possible in the open world. The strictness and asceticism of 
others, appeared only a hypocritical effeminacy in their 
severer eyes. 4 But, even with them, there were grades of 
strictness, for only the most rigid withdrew from society. 
The Pharisees had had brotherhoods and unions '* for genera¬ 


tions, and in Egypt there were colonies of “Therapeutic,” 
who lived a lonely, contemplative, idle life in the desert, 
coming together only for common worship and holy meals. 
But the Essenes were as far from the saintly idleness of the 
one, as from the restless demagogue activity of the others. 
The Pharisees, as years passed on, had become constantly 
less entitled to the name of the Separated, since they eagerly 


1 Itis et Osiris. o. 6. * Ant., xiii. 6, 9. 8 Philo, 870. 

4 Qruetz , vol. iii. p. 468. 4 See page 260. 
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courted the multitude, and compassed sea and land to make 
a proselyte, and frequented the street corners and public 
places, to make a show of their piety. Ideal legal purity 
could not be attained by such a life, and hence members who 
aspired to a higher standard, withdrew, to form sacred 
colonies by themselves. 

The rise of these desert colonies is not known, but the 
wanderer over the district between Jerusalem 1 and the Dead 
Sea, in the days of John, came, here and there, on such 
settlements, in the narrow, shady wadys, sometimes green in 
their hollows, which sink in great numbers from the high 
stony plateau, towards the Dead Sea. The sad appearance 
of these recluses, their life strictly regulated by the Law, in 
the least detail, gave them the air of people weary of life, 
who had withdrawn from the world to prepare for death. 
They seemed to have given themselves up to a life-long 
penance, in hope of gaining heaven. 

The upper valley of Engedi, where Pliny tells us most of 
the Essenes had settled, was exactly suited for the monkish 
life they had chosen. A zigzag path leads from the wilder¬ 
ness of Judea, about three hours north of Masada, by a steep 
descent of fully 1,500 feet, over loose rocks and stones, to a 
rich spring, which makes its way, under a luxuriant growth 
of shrubs and bushes, to the Dead Sea. The name Engedi, 
“the goat’s spring,” may well have been given from the wild 
goats having first found out and used the steep path. A 
tropical vegetation supplies the simple wants of life almost 
without labour. In the upper parts of the wady, and in 
others running parallel with it, the Essenes found exactly the 
localities that suited them. Each colony had its own syna¬ 
gogue, its common hall for meals and assemblies, and its 
provision for daily baths in running water. Besides these 
settlers, there were lonely hermits, living near solitary 
mountain springs, to be able to secure their ceremonial purity 
still better than their brethren, by more frequent bathing. 1 
These anchorets, the precursors of the Christian monks, 
lived solely on the wild plants of the hill-sides, but, yet, were 
frequently surrounded by large numbers of disciples, who 
adopted their painful discipline. Colonies were also formed 
in various outlying towns of Judea, the members maintaining 
the same rites as their brethren, and having always Levi- 
tically pure accommodation for them when they wandered 


1 Job., Vi in, 6. 
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from the hillg. It seems as if the order had originally lived 
wholly among men, and had only gradnally retired to more 
or less complete seclusion, as dread of defilement grew more 
intense . 1 

Their whole day W'as spent in labour in the field, or in 
the care of cattle, or in that of bees, and in other useful 
industries . 9 They thus provided nearly all they wanted, 
buying what little they required besides, through a special 
officer. They neither bought nor sold among themselves, 
but exchanged as each required, and they would hardly us^ 
coin, from its bearing an image. 

The supreme end of their retirement, either in associations 
or as solitary hermits, was to keep the Mosaic law with all 
possible strictness. They read it not only on the Sabbath, 
but day and night, all other reading being forbidden. To 
blaspheme the name of Moses was the highest crime, punish¬ 
able with death, and to give up his Books was a treachery 
which no Essene would commit, even under the agonies of 
torture or death.™ 

The superstitious dread of defilement, which required the 
cups and platters of one company of Pharisees to be cleansed 
for the use of another , 3 was carried even further by tho 
Essencs. In imitation of the priestly meals in the Temple, 
from which the “ unclean ” were scrupulously excluded, they 
had common meals, morning and evening, before and after 
the day’s work; all novices till the third year, and all who 
were not of the order, being excluded as Levitically unclean. 
The dining hall was as sacred as a synagogue, the vessels 
and dishes purified with sleepless care, and even the clothing 
worn during the meals was counted holy. Priests invoked a 
blessing over the food, and it was eaten in reverent silence. 
Whoever became members of the order, gave up all they 
possessed to it, and the common stock thus obtained, added 
to the fruit and earnings of the general labour, were shared 
by all; the old and sick receiving the tenderest care. 

The earnestness of the order showed itself in its principles. 
The novices had to promise “ to honour God, to be righteous 
towards man, to injure no one, either at the bidding of 
nnother or of their own accord, to hate evil, to promote good, 
to be faithful to every one, especially those in authority, to 
love the truth, to unmask liars, and to keep the hand from 

1 Hell. Jnd .. ii. 8. 4. 3 Ant., xvii. 1. 5. Philo, ii. 457. 
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theft, and the conscience from unrighteous gain.’* 1 Slavery 
■was forbidden, and no oaths permitted, save those by which 
members were admitted to the order. War, and even the 
manufacture of weapons, was held unlawful, nor would they 
use animal food, since the Law said, “ Thou shalt not kill.” 
Trade, except so far as their simple wants required, was 
discountenanced. 

But if their morality, drawn from the Old Testament, was 
pure and lofty, their slavish devotion to ceremonial obser¬ 
vances marked them as the most superstitious of their nation. 
There were four grades of Levitical “cleanness,” through 
which the novice rose only by a long and stern probation, 
and the touching of a member of a higher grade by one of a 
lower, was defilement that needed to be washed away by 
a bath. 2 Priests washed their hands and feet before any 
sacred rite, but the Essenes bathed their whole body in cold 
water before every meal, and all they ate must be prepared 
by one of their own number. They bathed, also, each morn¬ 
ing, before uttering the name of God. On Sabbaths, they 
would not even move any vessel from its place, and they 
prepared all their food on Friday, to avoid kindling a fire on 
the sacred day. s They refused to eat flesh or wine, partly 
from fear of defilement, partly because they wished to re¬ 
produce in their whole lives the strictness of the Nazarites, 
of the priests during their ministrations, and of the old 
Rechabites. Thus, their only food was that prescribed to 
others for fasts. They kept aloof from the Temple, though 
they sent the usual gifts—for the presentation of an offering 
involved partaking in a sacrificial meal, which would have 
defiled them. In some of their colonies women were not 
suffered, from the same dread of uncleanness, and though 
they did not wholly forbid marriage, the wife was required 
to undergo even more ceremonial cleansings than the brethren. 
They kept a watchful guard that no one was defiled by the 
spittle of another, and that it did not fall on the right side. 
The anointing oil, which was to other Jews a festal luxury, 
in which the Psalmist had gloried as dropping from Aaron’s 
beard, was, to the Essene, an uncleanness, which needed to 
be washed away; a brother, expelled from the order, would 
rather starve to death than touch food prepared by a common 
Jew, nor would any Roman torture force him to lose his 


1 Bell. Jud., ii. 6. 7. Philo, ii. 457. Ant., xviii. 1. 5. 
a Bell. Jud., ii. 8. 5, 8. 8 Bell. Jud., ii. 8. 9. 
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caste . 1 The whole life of an Essene was a long terror of 
defilement. The work of the colony began before sunrise, 
with psalms and hymns, followed by prayer and washing. 
They then went to their day’s work. At eleven—the fifth 
hour—the spattered labourers gathered again for a common 
bath in cold water. The woollen dress in which they worked 
was now laid aside, and the consecrated dress of the order 
put on, in preparation for their eating together, and their 
meal, which consisted only of bread and a single kind of 
vegetable, was eaten with prayer, in solemn stillness. The 
holy dress was then laid aside, and work resumed. In the 
evening, the second meal was taken, with the same solem¬ 
nities and rites, and worship closed the day, that only pure 
thoughts might fill their souls as they retired to rest. One 
day followed another, with the monotony of pendulum beats, 
in precisely the same round of unbending forms. 

The Essenes, as the mystics of Judaism, naturally gave 
themselves to metaphysical speculations, and, like the Rabbis, 
they revelled in fantastic allegorizing of Scripture. From 
the philosophic Judaism of Alexandria, they borrowed notions 
on free will and fate, and from Persia and Greece, with both 
of which their race had been, for long periods, in contact, 
they adopted various dogmas. The soul, they imagined, was 
a subtle ether, of heavenly origin, drawn down to earth by a 
fell necessity, and imprisoned in the body till set free at 
death. It was then borne away, if pure, beyond the ocean, 
to a region where storms were unknown, and where the heat 
was tempered by a gentle west wind, perpetually blowing 
from the ocean. If it had neglected the Law, however, it 
was carried off to a dark, wintry abyss, to dwell there for 
ever . 2 Every morning, the Essenes paid homage to the sun, 
and they would not, at any time, let its beams fall on any 

thing Le 

i 1 

The community of goods among them was a necessity of 
their mode of life, since the order alone could supply the 
wants of its members. It had the result of enforcing 

i • 

simplicity. An under garment, without sleeves, was thcii 
only clothing in summer, and a rough mantle their prophet- 
iiko winter garb. The inter-relation of the different colonies 
made money useless in travelling, for there was no need of 
it when, at each resting-place, their frugal wants were freely 
supplied by any brothor. They had no servants, and, as 

1 Bell. Ju'i.. ii. 8. 10. * Bell. Jud., ii. 8. 11. Ant., xviii. 1. 5. 
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thev recognised no distinction but that of “ clean and un- 

^ O 

clean,” they could have no slaves. 

The grand aim of this amazing system of self-denial and 
ascetic endurance is told by Josephus, in a brief sentence. 
“ Consecrated, from childhood, by many purifications, and 
familiar, beyond thought, with the Holy Books, and the 
utterances of the prophets, they claim to see into the future, 
and, in truth, there is scarcely an instance in which tlieir 
prophecies have been found false.” 1 The belief that they 
could attain direct communion with God, by intense legal 
purification and mystic contemplation, and even pass, in the 
end, to such transcendental vision as would reveal to them 
the secrets of the future, was the supreme motive to endure 
a life of so much privation and self-denial. A similar course 
had been followed, before their day, as a means of prejjaration 
for Divine visions, and communion with higher powers. “ In 
those days,” says Daniel, “ I was mourning three full weeks. 
I ate no pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor wine in my 
mouth, neither did I anoint myself at all, till three whole 
weeks were fulfilled. And in the four-and-twentieth day of 
the first month, as I was by the side of the great river, which 
is Hiddekel, 11 then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold 
a certain man clothed in linen, whose loins were girded with 
fine gold of Uphaz.” In the same way, Esdras prepared 
himself, beforehand, for his visions—“ Go to the flowery open, 
where there is no house,” said the angel to him, “ and eat 
only the herbs of the field; taste no flesh, drink no wine, but 
eat herbs only, and pray unto the Highest continually; then 
will I come and talk with thee.” 2 

It was universally believed that the future was open before 
the a^ed members of the order, who had laboured after 

C ' 

“purity” through life. Their souls were supposed to be 
well-nigh freed from the bonds of the flesh, and able to wan¬ 
der forth to the world beyond. Thus an Essene was said to 
have prophesied to the brother of the first Aristobulus that 
prince’s death; 3 and another to have predicted to the boy 
Herod that he would be king, and that he would have a long 
reign, after he had gained the crown. 4 This gift of prophecy 
was believed by Herod and his sons, 5 no less than among the 
people, and hence an Essene was often sent for when a bad 

1 Bell. Jud., ii. 8. 12. 2 Dan. x. 2-5. 2 Esdras ix. 24, 25. 

* Bril. Jud., i. 3. 5. Ant., xiii. 11. 2. 4 Ant., xv. 10. 5. 

8 Sue the case of Archelaus before bis fall, pa^e 260. Bell. Jiul., ii. 7. 3. 
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dream disturbed royalty, or anxiety for the future troubled 
it . 1 With such mystic claims, the expectations of Israel most 
have been their chief thought. Their old men dreamed 
dreams, their young men saw visions, and their sons and 
daughters prophesied, as if in fulfilment of the prophet’s signs 
of the coming of the Messiah . 3 Yet we have no proof that 
they anticipated it as near, or applied themselves in any 
practiced way to a preparation of Israel for it. It was only 
a fond and airy vision of the ideal future. They were rigid 
Predestinarians, believing that all things, in the course of 
nature and in the life of man, are fixed by fate . 3 Where 
there was no moral freedom, it was idle either to preach or 
teach, and so they did neither. 

As was natural with minds occupied mainly with subjects 
above human grasp, the speculations of the order became 
wild, and often monstrous. The novice was required by a 
fearful oath to conceal the secret names of the angels, which 
were known to the brotherhood, and gave him who learned 
them, power, by pronouncing them, to draw down these awful 

The Apocryphal literature of the day 
boasted of long lists of the names of angels, with their powers 
and offices; and the Essenes, like the Rabbis, believed that 
by secret spells, in which these names played a foremost part, 
they could command their services for good or evil, as the ser¬ 
vices of the genii are at the command of the magicians in the 
Arabian Nights. They believed also, in common with the age, 
in the secret magic powers of plants and stones, and they 
held much, besides, the disclosure of which was the greatest 
of crimes. Secrecy was, indeed, a characteristic of the order. 
The neophyte bound himself by a terrible oath, “ neither to 
conceal anything from the brotherhood, nor to discover any of 
their doctrines to others, even if he should have to die for his 
refusal. He had, moreover, to swear that he would commu¬ 
nicate their doctrines to no one, except as he himself had 
received them, and that he would keep inviolably secret the 
books of the order, and the names of the angels.” 4 


beings from heaven. 


1 See the instance of Herod sending for Menahem. Ant., xv. 10. 5. 

• Joel ii. 28. > Ant., xiii. 5. 9. 4 Brli. Jud.. ii. 8. 7- 
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The influence of Essenism on the age, however, was small, 
for its members were few in proportion to the teeming 
population, and made no attempt at propagandism, but lived 
entirely apart from men. The natural product of the times, 
with its Messianic hopes, its striving after legal righteousness, 
its glorification of the past, and its contact with heathen 
superstition, it served the purpose, in some measure, of 
drawing away the thoughts from the dream of national 
political glory, and of preparing the soil for the more spiritual 
conception of the Messiah, which John and Jesus were to 
introduce. The Essenes came in contact with the people as 
healers, prophets, dream-interpreters, and exorcists, not as 
teachers or preachers. Their religious exercises and pure 
ideas were cherished in the community without an attempt 
to spread them through the nation ; in marked contrast to 
the Baptist, whose life was a fervent ministry to the masses 
of his countrymen, and, still more, to Jesus, for he lived in 
constant contact with men, even those shunned alike by 
Essene and Rabbi, as unclean : showed the most perfect 
superiority to all ritual narrowness ; set light by ceremonial 
purity, or superstitious Sabbath laws; discarded fasting; 
took part in the social enjoyment of feasts, and meals, and 
marriages, and left a new code of rules and maxims for His 

O > 

disciples. Essenism was, at best, only the vivid culmination 
of the past, doomed to pass away. 

From their lofty morality, the Essenes have been assigned 
a rank among the spiritual forces of their age, to which in 
reality they had no claim. If their moral purity and spiritual 
depth breathed of the prophets rather than the theocracy, 
and mfide their order, in so far, a herald of Christianity, tlieir 
exaggerated ceremonialism, their harsh austerity, and their 
fantastic and half-heathen superstitions, neutralized, to a 
large extent, this healthy influence. Still, in some directions, 
they surpassed in true morality anything in the last centuries 
of Jewish life. It gives even their harsh asceticism a higher 
dignity, that it was not, like that of the Pharisees, a mer¬ 
cenary service for external reward, but a self-denying attempt 
to keep out evil from the soul, and thus prepare it for that 
high communion with God, in whose sacred calm the still 
small voice of Divine revelations grows audible. For the 
first time since the prophets, the spiritual condition of the 
soul was declared to be the end of religion. While the Rabbis 
distracted the age with their fierce party strifes about tho 
merely external, another Kind of life ripened in the seclusion 
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of the colonies of Essenes, which bore better fruit, because it 
concerned itself with the need of a New Birth, and the cir¬ 
cumcision of the heart; not with the theocracy, the Temple, 
or politics. The likeness to Christianity, where it exists in 
Esscnism, was not in its institutions, but in the quiet and 
meditative frame that breathed through the community, in 
its religious seriousness and priestly consecration of life— 
the “ daily keeping of Sabbath,” which was also the ideal 
of the first Christian communions. These characteristics 
of the order were, in some degree, common also to those 
who, after them, were “ the quiet and peaceful in the land," 
although its doctrines and ideas offered, otherwise, rather a 
contrast to Christianity than a resemblanco. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 


THE VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS. 

N O one is unaffected by tbe spirit of his age. It is not 

surprising, therefore, that at a time when religious 
earnestness found expression in the ascetic self-denial and 
retirement from the world, of Nazarites, Essenes, and even 
of others not connected with either, 1 the young enthusiast 
of Hebron 3 withdrew from his family and mankind, to the 
caves of the wilderness stretching away from his native 
town. In an age so troubled in politics and religion, the 
peaceful simplicity of such a hermit life was irresistible, and 
in its calm retirement men could work out their salvation by 
prayer, fasts, washings, and rigid zeal for the Law, with no 
one to make them afraid. The weary heart found repose in 
a solitude, where the great world, with its discord, turmoil, 
and confusion, its cruelty, selfishness, and treachery, was 
shut out. 3 The psalm-singing, the ceremonies, and the quiet 
industry of the colonies of Essenes, sent strange emotions of 
gentleness and awe into men’s hearts, in an age when, every¬ 
where else, wickedness reigned triumphant. In such dark 
days these spots shone with a holy light. Having fled, in 
horror, from prevalent violence and sin,—by the natural law 
of reaction, the fugitives sought to extinguish in themselves 
the simplest instincts of human nature. It was thus, after¬ 
wards, in the awful times of the dissolution of the Roman 
empire. The deserts of Egypt and Syria were filled with a 
strange population, fleeing from the wild tumult and com¬ 
motion under which the earth reeled. It was thus, also, in 
the fierce and lawless Middle Ages, when the cloister was like 
a speck of blue in a heaven of storm. Asceticism, in these 
different periods, as in that of the Gospel history, was the 
only protest which told with sufficient force against the 
rampant evil around. Eleven centuries after Christ, a similar 

1 Schiirer’s Lehrbucli, p. 617. ' 2 Schiirer, p. 618. 

* Morrison’s Life of St. Bernard, pp. 90, 217. 
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state of society made the ascetic life the ideal of the noblest 
souls, even where they did not withdraw from the world. 
St. Bernard’s saintly mother, 1 the model of Christian charity 
and lowliness, could not rest satisfied with these gTaces. By 
scantiness of food, by simplicity of dress, by the avoidance of 
worldly pleasures, by fasting, prayer, and vigils, she strove 
after that vision of self-sacrifice and humility, which alone 
was attractive in that age. 2 Asceticism is not needed now. 
Its place has been more nobly filled by the claims of Chris¬ 
tian work for others, but in John the Baptist’s day, and for 
long centuries after, it was a natural tendency. 

The wilderness to which John withdrew stretches, far and 
near, over the whole eastern part of Judea, beginning almost 
at Jerusalem, and reaching away, under different names, to 
the Dead Sea and the southern desert, as its distant limits. 
It is a dreary waste of rocky valleys; in some parts stern 
and terrible—the rocks cleft and shattered by earthquakes 
and convulsions, into rifts and gorges sometimes a thousand 
feet in depth, though only thirty or forty in width ; in others, 
stretching out in bare chalk hills full of caves, or in white, 
flint-bound ridges, and winding, muddy wadys, with an occa¬ 
sional reservoir, hewn in the hard limestone, to supply water 
in a country destitute of springs. One may travel all day, 
and see no other life than the desert partridge, and a chance 
fox or vulture. Only the dry and fleshy plants which re¬ 
quire no water, grow on the hills, and in the valleys the most, 
luxuriant vegetation is the white broom bushes, which blossom 
in March and April. The whole district is, in fact, the slo|>o 
of the midland chalk and limestone hills, from their highest 

point of nearly 3,000 feet, near Hebron, to 1,000 or 1,500 
feet, at the valley of the Dead Sea. The Hebrews fitly call 
it Jeshimon 3 —“ the appalling desolation,” or “ horror ”—for 
it is not possible to conceive a more desolate region. Parts 
of it are deserted even by the Arabs. On the northern side, 
valleys of great depth, sinking towards the Dead Sea, almost 
preclude travelling except in their troughs, and farther south, 
tho country is absolutely impassable. Huge perpendicular 
gorges, of from a thousand to fifteen hundred feet in depth, 
and in some places nearly a mile in width, have been hollowed 

* * i>. 1091. * Morrison’* fit. Bernard, p. 4. 

» I Sam. xxiii. 19, 24. PD%?‘n (Ha jeshimon), from C^ T ' and 

(}i ax ham And t/ianuim), to be waste,, desolate, with the idea of creating 
horror—dismaying. 
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ont by the great torrents, rushing in. winter over the preci¬ 
pices, towards the Dead Sea. The one natural site for a 
town, in the whole district, is the opening at the foot of the 
pass of Engedi, “the spring of the wild goats,” above the shores 
of the sea, and this is reached only by a narrow, serpent-like 
path, down cliffs twelve hundred feet high,—well named by 


the Hebrews, “ the rocks of the wild goats, 


which only un 


laden beasts, by an hour’s slow care, can descend in safety. 
Excepting the spring at this spot, water is to be found 
only in hollows of the rocks, or in the very rare water- 
cisterns, hewn in past ages in the limestone, which catch 
some of the few passing showers which visit this region. 

This Spring of Engedi—or Ain Jidy, gushes from beneath 
a rock on a little plateau, 400 feet above the Dead Sea, 
and 800 feet below the top of the cliffs. The water is 
sweet and clear, but unpleasantly warm to the taste. The 
stream flows in a long cascade over the steep face of the cliff, 
and is lost in channels for irrigation, beneath,—low bushes, 
bending rushes, and the gigantic leaves of the osher, the 
yellow berries of the apple of Sodom, and the flat cedar-like 
tops of the thorny Darda’ra, rising in a thicket along its 

Bulbuls and hopping thrushes court this shelter, 
and black grakles, with golden wings, and melodious note, 
flit to and fro on the cliffs above. On every side, below the 
spring, ruined garden walls and terraces, and a large ter¬ 
raced mound, show the site of the ancient town, 2 which had, 


course. 


The scenery along 


the 


perhaps, a thousand inhabitants, 
lake is magnificent in its wild and desolate grandeur. Be¬ 
neath, is the blue water of the Dead Sea; above, rise the tall 
crags and castellated precipices of the great rock-wall, which 
runs, ever higher and steeper, nearly to the fortress of 
Masada, the square isolated mass of which, more than 1,500 
feet above the Dead Sea, forms a great plateau, cut off on 
every side by wide rifts, and vertical walls of rock, and 

On the east, beyond the deep gorges of 
the Arnon, and lesser streams of the Blue Mountains, the 
white towers of Kerak look down from a great cliff which 
seems to defy approach. 3 

The town of Engedi was the one minute living spot in 
the whole district, for the only human habitations in the wild 
region above were the hill caves, in which hermits sought 


seen from Engedi. 


1 1 Sam. xxiv. 2. 


3 Keirn, vol. i. p. 485. 


• Lieut. Claude Conder, in Pal. Ex. Fund Rep., July, 1875. 
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a miserable shelter. Somewhere in the chasm lead in? down 
to the spring, the Essenes had their little colony in John’s 
day, but their strict isolation left the lonely anchorite in a 
deeper solitude. In the neighbouring wilderness, where the 
venomous desert viper 1 glided among the stones, and tho 
scorpion, the fox, the vulture, or the raven, were almost the 
only signs of life ; where drought reigned, and the waterless 
hills and stony valleys were symbols of utter desolation,—in 
some cave, perhaps, in the depth of a deep and narrow ravine, 
that at least gave shelter from the pitiless heat and glare of 
an Eastern sun,—John took up his abode, to be alone with Clod 
and his own soul, and thus, the better able to fullil the life¬ 
long vow which separated him from men. Bred up a strict 
Jew, and trained, like St. Paul, in the perfect knowledge 
and observance of the Law, 2 he was doubtless, also, a zealot 
towards God in all things respecting it. At what age he 
retired from Hebron to this hermit life we have no means 
of knowing, but he had, apparently, lived for many years 
apart from men before his public appearance. The Gospels 
furnish us with vivid glimpses of his appearance and mode of 
life. His hair hung long about him, like that of Samson, for 
it had never been cut since his birth. 3 His only food was the 
locusts which leaped or flew on the bare hills, and the honey 
of wild bees which he found here and there in the clefts of 
the rocks, and his only drink a draught of water from some 
rocky nollow. Locusts are still the food of the poor in many 
parts of the East. “ All the Bedouins of Arabia, and the 
inhabitants of towns in Nedj and Hedjaz, are accustomed to 
eat them,” savs Burckliardt. “ I have seen at Medina and 

* I 

Tayf, locust shops, where they are sold by measure. In 
Egypt and Nubia they are eaten only by the poorest beggars. 
The Arabs, in preparing them for eating, throw them alive 
into boiling water, with which a good deal of salt has been 
mixed, taking them out after a few minutes, and drying them 
in the sun. The head, feet, and wings, are then torn off, the 
bodies cleansed from the salt, and perfectly dried. They are 
sonjetimes eaten boiled in butter, or spread on unleavened 
bread mixed with butter.” In Palestine, they are eaten only 
by the Arabs on the extreme frontiers; elsewhere they are 
looked on with disgust and loathing, and only the very 
poorest use them. 4 Tristram, however, speaks of them as 

1 Deut. xxxii 10; viii. 15. 1 Acts xxii. 9. 

* Judg. xvi. 17. 4 The Land and the Book, p. 420. 
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“very palatable.” 1 “I found them very good,” says he, 
“ when eaten after the Arab fashion, stewed with butter. 
They tasted somewhat like shrimps, but with less flavour.” 
In the wilderness of Judea, various kinds abound at all sea¬ 
sons, and spring up, with a drumming sound, at every step, 
suddenly spreading them bright hind wings, of scarlet, crim¬ 
son, blue, yellow, white, green, or brown, according to the 
species. They were “clean,” under the Mosaic Law, 2 and 
hence could be eaten by John without offence. The wild 
bees in Palestine are far more numerous than those kept in 
hives, and the greater part of the honey sold in the southern 
districts is obtained from wild swarms. Few countries, in¬ 
deed, are better adapted for bees. The dry climate, and the 
stunted but varied flora, consisting largely of aromatic thymes, 
mints, and other similar plants, with crocuses in the spring, 
are very favourable to them, while the dry recesses of the 
limestone rocks every where afford them shelter and protection 
for their combs. In the wilderness of Judea especially, bees 
abound more than in any other district, and honey is, to this 
day, part of the homely diet of the local Bedouin, who squeeze 
it from the combs and store it in skins. 3 


John’s dress was in keeping with the austerity of his life. 
A burnouse of rough, rudely woven cloth of coarse camels’ 
hair, a such as the Bedouin still wear, bound round his body 


by the common leathern girdle still in use among the very 
poor, 4 was apparently his only clothing. His head-dress was 
the triangular head-cloth, kept in its place by a cord, as is 
still the custom among the Arabs, and his feet were shod with 
coarse sandals. In Hebron he had had around him all that 


could make life pleasant—a saintly home, loving parents, 
social consideration, modest comforts, and an easy outlook for 
the future^. But the burden of life had weighed heavy on him, 
and his heart was sad, and drove him forth from men. The 
enemies of his people were strong, and the hand of them that 
hated them 5 lay sore upon them. The cry of the faithful 
in the land rose to God, that He would remember His holy 
covenant and deliver them. 6 They sighed to be free from 
the presence of the heathen, that, once more under God as 
their only king, with their country to themselves, they m ight 
serve Him without fear, in the homage of the Temple, and 


1 Natural Hist, of Bible, p. 308. 

* Tristram, p. 324. 

• Luke i. 71. 


3 Lev. xi. 22. 

4 Furrer’s Waiiderungen, p. 28. 
8 Luke i. 72, 73. 
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the rites of the Law. 1 Israel had long sat in darkness, 2 with 
no break of light from heaven. The promises seemed to 
tarry. The godly sighed to have their feet guided into the 
way of peace, but no Messiah had appeared to lead them. 3 

But if the sorrows of the nation pressed on the heart of 
John, so also did their sins. If the “shadow of death ” thus 
lay on them, 4 it was through their own sins and degeneracy, 
for God had only foraaken them because they had first for¬ 
saken Him. The courts of His Temple had been turned into 
a den of thieves ; 5 the spiritual guides of the multitude were 
deceitful and deadly as the viper of the desert; blind leaders 
of a blind people. 6 They who should have been the holiest 
of the holy—God’s priests—were a scorn and derision for 
their unworthiness. Before John reached his majority, he 
had seen the sacred mitre changed nine times, at the will 
of Archelaus, or of a heathen governor from Rome, and the 
puppet high priests had desecrated its awful dignity by 
personal vice, or time-serving policy, or indifference to its 
highest obligations, or shameful luxury and haughty pride. 
Two of the house of Boethos of Alexandria, raised by Herod 
to dignify his marriage into the family, had worn the high 
priest’s robes, but the people muttered curses on them/ for 
having surrounded themselves with courtly show and military 
violence. Ismael the son of Phabi, had worn them, but the 
clubs of his retainers had become a bye-word in Jerusalem, 
as had his own shameful personal luxury. 8 Three members 
of the family of Hannas had worn them—Hannas himself, 9 
Eleazar his son, and, now, Cuiuphas his son-in-law,—and 
Hannas was still the foremost man in Jerusalem, but they 
hated the people, and the people hated them, and maintained 
that they hissed at them like vipers, in their proud malignity, 10 
or glided to their evil ends, like the snake. Their families 
were branded as sons of Eli. Iniquity filled the high places 
of the Hill of God. Nor were the people themselves inno¬ 
cent; for He who was meek and lowly in spirit denounced 
them, a year or two later, as an evil and adulterous genera¬ 
tion, more hardened and hopeless than Nineveh, or Sodom 
and Gomorrah, which God had cursed. 11 Earnest souls, in 
such circumstances, with the earth dark around them, and no 
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light in the heavens; 1 feeling that hope could only come with 
national contrition and awakened spiritual life, might well, 
in loving, sad despair, withdraw themselves from mankind. 

But with John there was also a conviction that the Mes¬ 
siah, long expected, must be near at hand, and that the fit 
preparation for His advent was a self-denial and humiliation, 
which surrendered the whole present, and gave itself up to 
prayer and watching, in desert solitudes. It was the idea of 
his ajre, and John could be satisfied with nothing less. A 

o > o 

great sorrow and a great ideal alike drove him to “ keep his 
body under,” as if the least pleasure were sin, and the flesh 
the enemy of the soul. 

Josephus gives us a sketch 3 of one of the recluses of the 
desert, with whom he himself lived for three years. “ His 
name was Banus, his home the desert, his only clothing the 
leaves or bark of trees, his only food what grew of its own 
accord, his only drink the brook, and his daily and nightly 
practice to bathe in cold water.” Not a few such, no doubt, 
buried themselves in the dens and caves of the lonely hills 
round John, weary of the world, as Pliny says, and seeking, 
by a life of penitence, to cleanse away the defilements of 
the flesh. 

With many, the great motive might be to save themselves 
in the shipwreck of all besides, but no such unworthy im¬ 
pulse actuated John. He sought the wilderness, at once to 
secure perfect Levitical purity—for he was a strict Jew—to 
ponder over the mysteries of the long-delayed kingdom of God, 
and to aid in bringing about its accomplishment. His life, 
earnestly striving after meetness for the expected Messianic 
kingdom, was no vacant and idle solitude. He had nothing 
of the Eastern mystic, whose cell witnesses only dreamy and 
selfish meditation. The struggles of soul, in all natures like 
his, are unspeakably real, and we cannot doubt that his 
days and nights saw him pleading, by long earnest prayer, 
with many tears and sore fasting, that God, in His mercy, 
would at last send the Messiah to His people. We know 
how even Christ, “ in the days of His flesh, offered up prayers 
and supplications, with strong crying and tears; ” how He 
sighed deeply in His spirit, and spent whole nights in the 
hills, or in the desert, in lonely prayer, and His herald must 
have felt, in his measure, the same all-absorbing zeal. The 
prophets and Rabbis, alike, taught that the “ Kingdom of 

* Vita, 2. 


1 Jer. iv. 28. 
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Heaven ” could only come when Israel had prepared itself 
by humiliation and repentance, and John sought to rouse 
men at large to feel this, by the protest against their sins 
embodied in his example. To rebuke love of riches would 
have been idle, had he lived in comfort; to condemn the 
hollowness and unreality of life, he must be clear of all sus¬ 
picion of them himself. Men involuntarily do homage to 
self-denying sincerity, and there could be no question as to 
that of John. It was felt that he was real. Religion had 
become a thing of forms. Men had settled into a round of 


externals, as if all religion centred in these. Decencies and 
proprieties formed the substance of human life. 13ut John 
showed that there was, at least, one man with whom religion 
was an everlasting reality. 1 

A soul lost, like that of John, in the greatness of eternal 
truths, may well have risen to an indifference to the comforts, 


or even ordinary wants of the body, otherwise almost im¬ 
possible. We have no record of his daily life, but the story 
of one who, in saintliness of spirit, trod in his steps, is still 
preserved. Saint Antony, in the deserts of Egypt, was. wont 
to pass whole nights in prayer, and that not infrequently, 


to the astonishment of men. He ate once a day, after the 


setting of the sun; his food was bread with salt, his drink 


nothing but water. Flesh and wine he never tasted. When 


he slept, he was content with a rush mat, but mostly he lay 
on the bare ground. He would not anoint himself with oil, 


saying that it was more fit for young men to be earnest in 
subduing the body, than to seek things which softened it. 
Forgetting the past, he, daily, as if beginning afresh, took 
more pains to improve, repeating to himself, continually, 
the Apostle’s words—“ Forgetting what is behind; stretch¬ 
ing forth to what is before;” and mindful, too, of Elijah's 
saying, “ The Lord liveth, before whom I stand ”—he thought 
in himself, that the ascetic ought ever to be learning his 
own life from that of the great Elias, as from a mirror. 2 
The picture may not suit in some particulars, but as a 
glimpse of the mortified life of the desert, in its best aspect, 
it may serve to realize that of John, in the loneliness of the 
rough wilderness of Judea. 

n 


In its rugged solitudes, his soul gradually rose to the con¬ 
sciousness of a great mission. He believed that the wrath 
of God was near at hand, to take vengeance on tho on- 


* Robertson's Sermon*. lnt series, p. 121. 

• Kingsley, The Hermit *, pp. 39, 40. 



THE CHARACTER. OF THE BAPTIST. 


359 


righteousness of men, hut he knew that the God of Abra¬ 
ham, even in wrath, remembers mercy, and that, with the 
judgments, there would come the long-promised Deliverer. 
Iiis impetuous nature, and a heart that never-feared the face 
of man, raised him to the level of the old prophets, and 
impelled him, like them, to address his generation. Instinct 
with the deepest religious feeling; of a transparent sim¬ 
plicity, and reverent truthfulness of word and bearing; 
glowing with energy; a living embodiment of sincerity and 
self-denial, and in the best position, from his earliest years, 
to know the age; he was, above all men, fitted to rouse the 
sleeping conscience of Israel, and to lay bare the self- 
deceptions and sins of even the religionists of the day. 
Though a hereditary priest, he had stood aloof from the 
Temple service, for its mechanical rites gave him no inner 
peace. 

From the Temple aristocracy he shrank with a special 
aversion, for the guilt of the nation culminated in them. 
Under the mantle of legal purity, and behind the cheap 
popular sanctity of the Pharisees, his quick eye saw, at a 
glance, hateful ambition, greed, and hypocrisy. The nation 
itself stirred his soul, as he saw it, in a time so earnest, 
contenting itself with Pharisaic righteousness, and trusting, 
with insane self-complacency, to its being the people of God . 1 
In his loneliness, his soul had communed much with the 
prophets of the Old Covenant, and found in their holy zeal 
for Israel and God; in their demand for a higher righteous¬ 
ness of the heart and life, instead of sacrifices of beasts; in 
their lofty announcement of a Divine future for his nation, 
if it prepared itself for it—the prophetic longing and prophecy 
of his own spirit. That he never names Moses shows that he 
must have passed beyond the Law to the Prophets. Isaiah, 
especially, had excited in him a faith so deep and intelligent 
that Jesus rebuked his fears, when perplexed and doubting, 
by a quotation from that prophet’s 2 Messianic predictions. 
The few fragments left of his preaching abound in figures 
borrowed from this, his favourite book—the viper brood, th© 
trees of God’s vineyard, the felling that which was barren, 
the consuming fire, the threshing floor, the winnowing shovel, 
and the giving bread and clothing to the poor . 3 

1 Mat. iii. 7 ff. Luke iv. 7 ff. 2 Matt. xi. 5. 

3 Isaiah lix. 5 ; v. 7 ; vi. 13 ; x. 15 ; xviii. 33; xl 24; i. 31; ix. 18 : 
x. 17; v. 24; xlvii. 14; xxi. 10 ; xxviii. 27; xxx. 24; xl. 24 ; xli. 15 ; 
Ivin. 7. 
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John’s life in the wilderness seems to have been no short 
retirement. His whole later bearing, his mode of life, his 
sad passionate earnestness, and even his lofty resolve to come 
forth as a prophet, imply a long abode in the solemn freedom 
of the desert, far from the distracting and enfeebling tumult 

in the same wilderness, he was no 


of life. 


But, though 


Essene. His relation to the people at large, his conception 
of a kingdom of God in their midst, his later preaching to 
them, his sympathy even for publicans and sinners—from 
whom the Essenes and Pharisees shrank as pollution—even 
his food, which, though simple, was still, in part, of flesh, 
show that he wa6 in no way connected with that order. Like 
its members, he was unmarried ; like them, he denied himself 
all indulgence, and showed a prophet-like grandeur in his 
standard of aim and practice. But though their settlements 
were close at hand, and were open to him, he chose to livo 
free and alone. It was well he did so, for this freedom 


created an impulse before which the nation trembled and 
lived, while Essenism, with no vital power beyond itself, left 


it to lie dead. 

The fundamental principle in John’s seclusion was, in fact, 
exactly the reverse of that of the recluses of his day. They 
dwelt apart from men, to seek their own spiritual good with 
a pious and cynical selfishness. JohD sought the wilderness 
by an impulse which seemed like the voice of God, to seek, 
in its loneliness, a nobler spiritual life than seemed possible 
amidst the religious decay of the time. As a Jew, he lmd 
not risen above the external and material in religion. An 
earnest, strong, all-embracing heroism of self-denial, which 
proved its depth by its self-inflictions ; a rejection of all 
temptations of society and culture, with their threatening 
possibilities of defilement; a strenuous war against nature, 
in every appetite, to the extent of enduring the privations of 
hunger, homelessness, and exposure; were, at once, the disci¬ 
pline by which he struggled against the “ uncleanness ” he 
still lamented, and the aids by which he hoped to attain 
nearness to God. Yet he was far from caring only for him¬ 
self. His future career, and his very clothing, which was 
that of an ancient prophet, showed that he carried the burden 
of his people on his soul, and had fled from the crowd to en¬ 
treat God for them, by prayer and penitence, and, in accord¬ 
ance with the ideas of his time, to prepare, on behalf of all, 
by holy fasts, for gracious revelations from heaven. 

This revelation he, in fact, received. He already saw that 
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the times were ripe for the judgments of God. The slavery 
to heathen Rome had followed the agony of the days of 
Herod, and had dispelled every hope. For nearly a generation 
he had seen nothing bat miseiy in the land. In his boyhood, 
the census of Quirinius had drenched the country in blood, 
and had been followed by such oppression as had, already 
in his early manhood, 1 exhausted the resources of the nation, 
and caused a despairing appeal to Rome for relief. Rapacious 
and unjust governors, true Roman knights, seeking only 
their own fortune, and rioting in the abuse of their power, 
had added burdens for their own advantage; the officials and 
soldiers had only too faithfully copied their lawless violence; 
heathen garrisons occupied the Holy City and the Temple; 
the high priesthood had become a mere sport of those in 
power, and all the sanctities of the national life had been 
mocked and outraged in turn. Since the year 26, Pontius 
Pilate had been governor, a man to be compared only to Ges- 
sius Florus, the last Roman Procurator, whose enormities in 
the end roused the war of despair in which Jerusalem perished. 
Pilate wilfully set himself to insult and violate the sacred cus¬ 
toms. It was beneath him to study the people he ruled. Not 
merely harsh and hot-headed—carrying matters haughtily 
even towards Antipas and the sons of Herod—he was male¬ 
volent, and ever on the watch to gratify by cunning and 
venomous threats, the hatred rankling in his breast against 
a race he did not understand, and who defied him. The 
people of Jerusalem suffered at his hands a seines of provoca¬ 
tions wdthout end, of malicious injuries, brawls, and massa¬ 
cres. So envenomed was he, indeed, that even when he saw 
his mistake and trembled before Tiberius, he would not yield, 
because he could not consent to do his subjects a pleasure. 
Philo, 2 his contemporary, charges him with accepting bribes, 
with acts of wanton violence, with robberies, wdth shameful 
treatment of many, wanton insults and threats, continual 
executions contrary to law, and aimless and grievous cruel¬ 
ties. “ He was a malicious and furious man,” says Philo, 
“ unwilling to do anything that he thought would please his 
subjects.” The nation looked back even on Herod’s days 
w r ith regret, so much worse had become.its state, now that it 
•was trodden under foot by the Romans, and saw no hope of 
relief. John had noted all this. Living close to Jerusalem, 
he had been amidst it all: unlike Jesus, who had lived far 
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off in Galilee. He had shuddered at the spectacle of infidel 
high priests—mere Sadducees, culminating now in Cainphas, 
whom the people hated, 1 but Pilate liked, or, at least, 011 - 
dured. He had learned to despise the bulk of the Rabbis, 
who tamejy bowed to the shameful yoke they had invoked, 
and submitted to it from interest. Nor were the people 
better than their leaders. They lived in the day dreams of 
a merely outward piety, with proud and mercenary hopes 
of a rich earthly reward for it from the Messiah. 

Amidst such mingled crime, wickedness and corruption, 
the soul of John was filled with humiliation and grief. The 
Holy Law, given at Sinai, had sunk to a superstitious creed, 
and was only tolerated by Rome ; the sceptre of the nation 
was broken in pieces, though it Imd been promised that it 
would be everlasting; the Holy Hill had become the citadel 
of an uncircumcised soldiery, and the streets, which had 
echoed to the minstrelsy of David and his sacred choir, were 
invaded by the ensigns and music of a Gentile nation. It 
seemed as if God must presently appear. He had never 
before remained for centuries without baring His Mighty 
Arm ; He had never before endured, thus, the derision of the 
heathen, or the sin of His people; He had never before left 
them to perish as now. For His own name sake He would 
assuredly come. The prophecies of Daniel had predicted 
only a short triumph to the iron kingdom, Rome, J and it 
had now lasted for a generation. But even in these last days, 
had not the curse on the house of the Idumean,—the destruc¬ 
tion of Antipater, Phasael, Herod, Archelaus, and many 
others of the hated race,—shown that the wrath of God was 
kindled, and that His avenging judgments were on the way ? 
The indignation of God, foretold by the prophets, must 
speedily fall, alike on apostate Israel, and on her enemies. 

What John had foreboded in Hebron or Jerusalem, became 
a certainty to him in the wilderness. The lonely vastness 
raised him above anxious contrasts of the weakness of Israel 
and the might of Rome, which might have paralyzed resolu¬ 
tion, and bidden hope despair. The solemn stillness of tho 
hills, and the boundless sweep of the daily and nightly 
heavens, effaced the thought of man, and filled his soul with 
the majesty of God. What was man, whose days were a hand- 
breadth, and whose foundation was in the dust, before the 
Mighty Maker of Heaven and Earth—the Rock of Israel ? 

1 Ant., xviii. 4. 8. 8 Dan. vii. 25; xii. 7. Ant., x. 11. 7. 
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He had often appeared to deliver His people when their case 
seemed hopeless. And did not the chastisements of God, in 
the prophets, always come laden with hidden good ? Were not 
cnrsing and blessing, smiting and healing, death and resur¬ 
rection, always joined in His visitations ? John’s own history 
in the wilderness gave him hope for his race. His prayers, 
his penitence, his renunciation of the woild, his life devoted 
to God, had removed the burden and agony of his soul, and 
he had found peace, and rest, and grace, and heavenly light. 
What he had felt, was possible for all Israel. If they could 
only be brought to resolve, to turn, to repent, to live a new 
life, their repentance would bring down showers of blessings, 
as it had always done in the past, and the lightnings and 
thunders of judgment would break in wrath on their foes, 
but in heavenly help to themselves. The repentance of Israel 
would bring the Messiah. He knew He was near. It had 
been revealed even before his birth that he himself was to go 
before Him, in the spirit and power of Elias, to make ready 
a people prepared for the Lord. 1 The call of God rang in 
his soul like a trumpet, to go forth and preach to the people 
the coming of the expected Deliverer, in wrath to the im¬ 
penitent, and grace to the contrite. Led by the Divine 
Spirit, through long years of spiritual struggle—his soul 
turned inward on itself and upward to God—his body subdued 
by long exposure and privation, and his whole being raised to 
a lofty invincibility of purpose, untamed by customs, unwealc- 
ened by compliances, but filled with meditation and high 
religious life—he had, at length, felt equal to taking the 
sublimest and most terrible position into which a frail man 
could be raised by the Almighty, that of the herald pre¬ 
dicted by his favourite Isaiah, to pioneer the way for the 
Messiah of God. He was to fill up the valleys, and make low 
the mountains and hills, to make the crooked places straight 
and the rough places even ; that is, to rebuke the lofty and 
proud; to raise up the humble and oppressed ; to spare none 
of the crooked policies and ways of men, and to smooth down 
tbeir roughness by a hearty repentance, so as to fit them for 
the peaceful entrance of the Christ. 

The kingdom of God, as thus realized by John, was far 
higher and grander than previous conceptions. In his 
infancy, Judas the son of Saripheus, and Mattathias, had 
sought to bring in the reign of the Messiah by a political 
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rising, which had been quenched in blood. In his boyhood, 
Judas the Galileean, had, in the same way, appealed to force, 
for the same end, but had only covered the land with mourn* 
ing. Yet the party was daily increasing with whom a re¬ 
ligious war with Rome had become a fanatical creed. Even 
in Samaria it was proclaimed that the kingdom of God was 
about to come, and that it would take an outward political 
form. The misery that had roused Judea had also pressed 
heavily on the Samaritans, and their national jealousy of the 
Jews anticipated a share in the expected Messianic glory. 
In their opinion, they, and not the Jews, held the real Holy 
Land promised to Abraham—the land where the patriarchs 
had fed their flocks; they had the true Temple Mount, and 
the true Law, free from the corruptions of the prophets ; 
upon their holy mountain Moses had buried the true vessels 
of the Tabernacle, which the Jews claimed to have possessed 
under the Temple of Solomon, and which, they asserted, had 
been miraculously hidden, after the Temple had been de¬ 
stroyed by the Chaldeans. The possession of these vessels 
was all important, for, with the fondness for outward em¬ 
bodiments of belief common to the East, it was held that the 
place where they were hidden would be the scene of the 
proclamation of the Messiah. A cherished promise, they 
avowed, announced that when the kingdom of the Messiah 
was set up, the Ark, and these sacred vessels, would be again 
brought forth. Jeremiah, so ran the Jewish tradition, being 
warned of God, commanded the Tabernacle and the Ark to 
go with him to Mount Nebo, and there he hid them and the 
altar of incense in a hollow cave, and stopped the door, which 
none who went with him could afterwaids find. Jeremiah 
thereon told them that it would be “ unknown till the time 
when God gathers His people again together, and receives 
them to mercy. Then shall the Lord show them these things 
again, and the glory of the Lord shall appear, and the cloud 
also, as it was shown unto Moses.” 1 A fuller version of this 
tradition introduced an angel as the chief actor, instead of 
Jeremiah. Shortly before the destruction of Jerusalem, it 
went on, this heavenly being descended to Jerusalem, alight¬ 
ing on the Temple, to save it. Having prepared the Taber¬ 
nacle, the Ephod of the High Priest, the Ark, the Two Tables 
of stone from Sinai, the golden robes of the High Priest, the 
Altar of Incense, the Urim and Thummim, and the holy 
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vessels, for removal, lie carried them to a secret place, and 
cried with a loud voice, “ 0 earth, earth, earth ! hear the 
word of the mighty Lord, and receive what I commit to thee, 
and keep it to the end of the times, to restore it again when 
thou art commanded, that the stranger get not possession 
of these things. For the time will come when Jerusalem 
shall arise again, to endure for ever! ” Then the earth opened 
her mouth, and swallowed up all. 1 A third version, used 
figuratively in the Apocalypse, supposes the holy vessels to 
have heen taken to heaven and hidden there. He who over¬ 
comes is to eat of the manna which is hidden in heaven, 2 and 
when “ the Temple of God was opened above, there was seen 
in it the Ark of the Covenant.” 3 - * 

The Samaritans, cherishing these fancies no less warmly 
than the Jews, gave them a local colour, and had persuaded 
themselves that the true place of the mysteriously hidden 
treasures was the top of Gerizim, beside their own city— 
the hill from whose top the tribes of Israel had sounded 
the blessings of the Law, on the entrance of Joshua into 
Canaan. 4 

How intensely such thoughts were fermenting in the minds 
of the Samaritans in these years, was shown a little later, 
when John’s mission had closed without bringing them the 
results they had expected ; for what then took place was only 
the final outburst of feelings long pent up. “ A man,” 5 says 
Josephus, “ who made nothing of falsehood, and tickled the 
multitude by whatever seemed likely to please them,” had 
determined, if he could, to raise a popular movement, like 
that of John’s, which had swept over Judea and Galilee, 
with the hope, most probably, of being able to turn it to 
political account. Sending abroad a report through the 
valleys of Samaria, that a new prophet would reveal, on a 
fixed day, on Mount Gerizim, the place where Moses had 
hidden the vessels of the Tabernacle, he raised an uncon¬ 
trollable excitement. The announcement implied that the 
kingdom of God would on that day appear, for the sacred 
vessels were to remain hidden till it was to begin. It was 
a crafty scheme, to transfer to Samaria the boastful hopes 
which had been the glory of Judea, by making open claim to 
the possession of the mysterious treasures, and of the Law 

1 Apocalypse of Baruch, in Ceriani Monumenta Sacra etProf., tom. i. 
fa6c. ii. cap. 6. 

2 Lev. ii. 17. 3 Rev. xi. 19. 4 Deut. xvii. 5-26. 6 Ant., xviii. 4. 1. 
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in ite purity. On the day appointed, thousands gathered 
between Ebal and Gerizim. New caravans continually 
brought fresh numbers to Tirabatha, the village named by 
the prophet as the rendezvous, till the matter became serious 
in its possible political results, since the “elders” of the 
people identified themselves with the movement. Pilate was 


alarmed, fearing that the multitude might be easily led from 
a search for the sacred vessels to open sedition. His brutal¬ 
ity had, in fact, already prepared them for it. 1 He there¬ 
fore forbade the pilgrimage, and placed posts of foot and 
horse at all the approaches to Gerizim, to prevent any one 


ascending it. But the vast crowds, many of whom were 
armed, would not be banlked, and tried to force their way to 


the sacred spot. Pilate, on this, ordered the troops to disperse 
them; fierce fighting followed, in which many were killed, 
the rest taking to flight; the principal men among the 
prisoners, taken during or after the battle, being put to 
death.* 


This tragical incident took place a few years after John’s 
appearance, 2 but it was of a piece with the popular feeling 
respecting the Messianic kingdom which was mixed up with 
the politics of the day. John kept entirely aloof from 6uch 
views. If, as a Jew, he hoped that Israel would hereafter be 
exalted under the Messiah, he left that for future disclo¬ 
sure, and confined himself exclusively to the moral and 
spiritual. He was no political agitator, no revolutionary, 
like Judas the Galilean : his Messianic kingdom, like that 
of Jesus, was, at least for the time, a kingdom not of this 
world. 3 


1 Ant ., xviii. 4. t. 

* a.d. 85. Soon after the Crnoifixion; some, however, think it hap¬ 
pened about the time of Christ’a death. 

* Jehu xviii. 36. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

THE NEW PROPHET IN THE WILDERNESS. 


I N the fifteenth year of Tiberius, which fell between August, 
a.d. 28, and Angnst, a.d. 29, the Roman empire lay nnder 
the shadow of the darkest years of the tyrant, now an old 
man of seventy-one. Among those alive at the time, and 
remembered since, for good or evil, the elder Pliny 1 —after¬ 
wards, when a Roman admiral, killed at the first eruption, in 
historical times, of Mount Vesuvius—was a child of four; 
Vespasian, 2 hereafter, with his son Titus, to crush Jerusalem, 
was full of the ambitions and dreams of a youth of 19 ; Cali¬ 
gula, 3 one day to horrify the world by the spectacle of an in¬ 
sane despot at the head of the empire, was a lad of 16 ; Claud¬ 
ius, 4 hereafter to be emperor, was a poor, lame, trembling man 
of 38, and among the marriages of the year was that of the 
daughter of the ill-fated Germanicus, from which, nine years 
later, was born Nero. Things were very peaceful throughout 
the empire, for the only wars at the moment were with the 
Thracians, on the east of Europe, and with the Frisians, in the 
Dutch swamps on the north-west. Pontius Pilate had been 
two years procurator of Samaria, Judea, and Idumea, Herod 
Antipas had reigned for about thirty-two years over Galilee 
and Samaria, and was now a man of about 50, and Philip 
his brother, about the same age, and of the same standing as a 
ruler, was still tetrach of the rest of the land beyond the 
Jordan; living a quiet life, usefully and worthily. 

Excepting the religious rising of Judas, and the other 
confusions after Herod’s death, and at the time of the census 
by Quirinius, Palestine had enjoyed nominal peace for nearly 
sixty years. 5 New cities and towns, with all the elegancies 
and splendour of Roman civilization, had risen over the 
land—Caesarea, with its docks, piers, warehouses, and broad 


1 Born a.d. 24. 

4 Bom b.c. 10. 


3 Born a.d. 9. 
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streets, on which a splendid temple to Augustus, seen far off 
at sea, looked down. In Jerusalem, the Temple, foui hugo 
castles, the theatre, the circus, and Herod’s new palace, had 
been built. Samaria had been restored with great splendour, 
and re-named Sebaste, the Greek equivalent of Augusta, after 
the Emperor. The old Kaphar Saba, on the inner edge of 
the sea plain, behind Joppa, had been rebuilt, and re-named 
Antipatris, after Herod’s father. Near Jericho, two towns— 
Kypros, named after Herod’s mother, and Phasaclis, after 
his brother,—had been founded. Anthedon, close to Gaza, on 
the sea coast, had been raised from its ruins, and called 
Agrippcion, after Agrippa, the son-in-law of Augustus. Two 
great fortresses had risen, called Herodion, after Herod,— 
one in the hills on the south border, the other, three hours 
from Jerusalem, at the head of the descent to the Jordan 
valley, where Herod had once had a sore struggle with the 
rebellious Jews who pursued him. The passion of Augustus 
for obliterating the traces of the great civil ware throughout 
the empire, had everywhere been flattered by creations which 
at once beautified the land, and defiled it by their heathen 
accessories. In tho far north, Philip, after his father’s death, 
had restored Paneas, in the green lap of Mount Hermon, and 
called it Caesarea Philippi, in flattery of the emperor, and on 
the north-east of the Sea of Galilee, he had embellished the 
old Bethsaida, and re-named it Julias, after the daughter of 
Augustus. In Galilee, Herod Antipas had rebuilt Sepphoris, 
and surrounded its hill with strong walls; in the sheltered 
green plain opposite Jericho—the “Valley of the Acacias,” 
of the days of Joshua 1 —he had built a fine town known as 
Livias, in compliment to the unworthy wife of Augustus, and 
within the last ten years he had founded the splendid new 
capital on the shores of the Lake of Galilee, and called it 
Tiberias, after the new emperor. Even the gross and sensual 
Archelaus had copied to some extent his father’s example, 
for a new town had risen on the west side of the Jordan, 


amidst palm groves elaborately irrigated, and named after 
himself, Archelais. 


The “ Roman peace 


91 


which was destined to prepare the 


way for C hr istianity, by breaking down the barriers between 

nations, and fusing the civilized world, for the time, into one 
mighty commonwealth, had thus borne fruits on all sides, 
though misgovernment was silently undermining the whole 
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imperial system. The East was in profound peace. The 
Parthian cavalry hosts, who were the terror of the age, had 
not watered their horses in the Euphrates, or dared to cross 
it, for two generations. 1 But they still swarmed over the 
plains of Parthia, and only waited the orders of the court of 
Ctesiphon, to dash in on the exposed territory of Palestine. 
Four legions, held in reserve in Syria, and a strong line of 
military posts along the Euphrates,—at the thought of being 
ordered to which the Roman military youth shuddered, as a 
banishment from the world, 2 —barely sufficed to hold these 
fierce Cossacks of the age in check. The terror they had 
inspired in their last invasion was still unabated, for even St. 
John, forty years later, in the Apocalypse, 3 saw four destroy¬ 
ing angels bound in the great river Euphrates, who were 
loosed to slay the third part of men. Two hundred thousand 
horsemen, in fiery blue and brimstone-coloured mail, rode 
forth through the dried up river-bed, an army of hell, to 
destroy mankind—symbols taken, unquestionably, from the 
remembrance of the Parthians. The Roman historians use 
language hardly less striking of the endless rushing swarms 
of wild cavalry—their tenable shouts, like the bellowing of 
beasts, and the hideous clamour of countless drums, like the 
noise of thunder; their breastplates and helmets of steel 
glittering like lightning, their horses covered with brass and 
steel trappings, the faces of the soldiers painted, and their 
shaggy hair gathered in a mass upon their foreheads, after 
the Scythian fashion. Their dreadful lances, their feigned 
retreats, their resistless arrows, the clouds of dust they raised 
by their charges, hiding the battle-field,—their spears, their 
slings, their blazing banners, gleaming with gold and silver, 4 
are all recounted. John and Jesus, doubtless, had both often 
heard from the men of the generation before them, how these 
awful enemies had wasted the land once and again, swarm¬ 
ing on their lean and untiring steppe horses through every 
valley, murdering, violating, burning, and plundering, for 
their squadrons of “ Immortals ” and “ Freemen,” especially, 
remained the terror of after years, as the symbol of treachery, 
greed, and ruthless brutality. 

It was in such a state of things that John at last came 
forth from his retreat, as a prophet to his nation. The near¬ 
ness of the wilderness of Judea to Jerusalem, and the dense 

1 Since b.c. 38. 

3 Ch. ix. 14 ff. 
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population on every side of it, had no doubt led many to visit 
him from time to time; for the report of a hermit of special 

sanctity, living in any particular aistrict, invariably attracted 
many to see him and receive his counsels. He made his first 
public appearance on the Lower Jordan. 

Two hours east of the wretched village which is the Jericho 
of the present, but three hours from the site of the city 
of John’s day, and eight or nine hours from Jerusalem, 
the Jordan flows with a quick current towards the Dead Sea, 
which is in sight, close at hand. Rising in the spurs of 
Lebanon, and gathering tributary springs and brooks at 
Caesarea Philippi,—from which Christ set out on Ilis last 
journey to Jerusalem—flowing, ere long, through the pear- 
shaped, marshy Sea of Merom, and then through the lovely 
Lake of Galilee, the course of the stream, from its leaving 
the lake to its passing Jericho, is only sixty English miles 
in a direct line, but two hundred if we follow its countless 
twistings and turnings. Near Jericho it has a breadth of 
from ninety to a hundred feet, and a varying depth of from 
three to seven, and hence can be forded easily, except during 
the time of floods, in spring, autumn, and winter, when to 
attempt to cross is very dangerous. 1 It was at this part of 
the Jordan that Vespasian’s soldiers, in the last war, drove 
such multitudes of the Jews into the stream, when swollen by 
spring floods, that “ the river could not be passed over on 
account of the dead bodies that were in it” (which might 
deflle one), “and the Lake Asphaltitis ” (the Dead Sea) 
“ was also full of corpses, carried down into it by the river.” 2 
The waters flowing on towards the Dead Sea, between double 
banks, marking their lower and higher levels, in November 
and April—here muddy, and elsewhere steep—covered with 
dense vegetation, or with waving forests of reeds: the 
rounded hills of Judea on the west, giving way to the lofty 
peaks of Am mon on the east,—made a scene well suited for 
his ministrations. Dense thickets of red tamarisks, stately 
sycamores, with their white stems and broad leaves, oaks with 
their dark, massy shadow, bending acacias, pale green willows 
and many-coloured oleanders, still cover the upper terrace, 
varied by long, swampy tracts of reeds, taller than a tall man, 
on the lower levels—while over the former, in John’s day, 

1 Lord Nugent’s Land* Classical and Sacred, pp. 100 ff. Sepp, Das 
Heilige Land, pp. 770 ff. Eeim's Jesu von Nazara, vol. i. p. 497. 
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rose graceful clumps of palms, “the pride of Jordan,'’ 1 in 
which lions found covert in the time of the prophets. The 
valley is about three-quarters of a mile broad, and is barren 
wherever it rises beyond the reach of the spring floods. Above 
it, a plain of nine or twelve miles breadth, and from fifty to 
sixty feet higher than the ground beneath, stretches, on the 
west side, to the foot of the rugged, bare, Jewish hills, which 
rise to the height of a thousand or twelve hundred feet and, 
on the east, to the hills of Perea, two thousand to five 
thousand feet high. This plain, the barren background to a 
fringe of verdure, is the once famous “ circle of the Jordan,”* 
where Sodom and other towns flourished, till volcanic forces, 
as instruments of the wrath of God, destroyed them. It is 
now known by the name El Ghor, and is a vast, sandy, barren 
expanse, hot as a furnace, and very unhealthy in summer, 
from the depth of the Jordan gorge beneath the sea-level. 
Hence, in the time of John, it formed a strong contrast to the 
green paradise on the western bank,—“ the divine land,” 
immediately around Jericho, the city of palms and roses,— 
as it still does to the rich fringe of vegetation skirting the 
waters, on the eastern side of the river, but vanishing like a 
dream at only a few paces from them. b 

It was in this region, beside the flowing stream, with the 
wild, stony hills shutting in the view on both sides; in a 
landscape where the narrow limits of the yearly floods drew 
a sharp line between tropical luxuriance and the scorched 
and desert barrenness beyond, that John—of whom Jesus 
could say, in allusion to the waving cane beds on the river’s 
edge, that he was no reed shaken in the wind, but in very 
truth, Elias who was to come, a prophet, and much more 
than a prophet—lifted up his voice as the messenger before 
the face of God’s Anointed, to prepare His way. 2 The 
appearance of John was itself sufficient to arrest attention. 
His spare form, attenuated by meagre food and austerity: 
his bright Jewish eyes, full of the living energy that burned 
within: his long hair, uncut for thirty years, the mark of 
Kazarite consecration: his rough haircloth garment, 0 and 
his coarse leathern girdle, made him the ideal of one of the 
ancient prophets. The Scriptures described the greatest of 

* Jer. xii. 5 ; xlix. 19 ; 1. 44. Zech. xi. 3. The word (/ jaon )— 

pride, glory—is wrongly translated in the English version, swellings. 

2 Matt. xi. 7; xi. 14; xi. 9, 10; xvii. 11. Mark ix. 12. Luke vii. 
20. 27. 
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the prophets—Elijah the Tishbite, whom all expected to 
reappear before the Messiah—in exactly such a guise as John 
presented—“ a long-haired man, wearing a leathern girdle; ” 1 
and they knew from the lessons in the synagogue, if they 
had not read it for themselves, that the rough haircloth 
mantle had been the common dress of the old prophets as a 
class. 3 It was also, even then, 3 that of grief and contrition ; 
adding to its associations with the sacred past an appeal to 
their own sense of guilt and need of repentance. 

The idea of the wilderness was sacred to the Jews. “ From 


it,” say the Rabbis, “ came the Law, the Tabernacle, the 
Sanhedrim, the priesthood, and the office of the Levites. 
Even the kingship, and, indeed, every good gift which God 
granted Israel, came from the desert.” 4 The invitation of 


the people to it was in itself significant, for it recalled the 
words of Isaiah—“ Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God.” 5 In connec¬ 
tion with the expectation of the Messiah, its influence was 
immense. It w as by relying on its weight with the people, 
that Thendas, a wild visionary, who assumed the part of a 
prophet some years after the Crucifixion,® persuaded the 

multitudes to follow him, as a second Moses, over the Jordan, 


to the wilderness, where he promised to perform miracles, 
and assured them that God would appear to deliver Ilia 
people. Josephus speaks also of others who induced the 
people to go out with them into the desert, “ where, through 
the help of God,they would work open signs and wonders,” 7 
and Jesus Himself thought it necessary, before leaving His 
disciples, to warn them that “ when it w as said the Christ 
was in the wilderness, they were not to go out thither.” 8 
The nation was daily expecting the appearance of “ the wise 
and perfect prophet,” who should bring back the lost Urim 
and Thummim, “restore the tribes of Israel, turn the hearts 


of the fathers to the children, reprove the times, and appeaso 
the wrath of God, before it broke out in fury .” 9 Since 


Ezra’s da} s the feeling had grown even deeper, that repen¬ 
tance alon6 could save Israel. “ If we repented but one day,” 
said the Rabbis, “ the Messiah would appear.” He was to 


1 2 Rings i. 8. * Rev. xi. 3. 

* 2 Kings vi. 30. Job xvi. 15. 1 Kings xxi. 27. 

4 Schir. JJasch., r. f. 13. 13. Quoted by Sepp, Lehen Jetit, vol. ii. p. 44. 

* Isaiah xi. 3. * In the reigu of Claudius, a.d. 46. 

* Ant., xx. 5.1; 8. 6. 8 Matt. xxiv. 26. 
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lead all men back to God by repentance. 1 “ As long as Israel 
does not repent, it cannot expect the Saviour,” said Rabbi 
Juda. 3 But this repentance would not happen till Elijah 
had come, in fulfilment of the prediction of Halachi, and he 
was not to do so till three days before the appearance of the 
Messiah, when his voice would proclaim from one end of the 
earth to the other—“ Salvation cometh into the world.” 3 

A prophet, in the Jewish point of view, was less a seer 
than a fearless preacher, from whom, to use the words of 
Clement of Alexandria, the truth shone forth, as the light 
streams from the sun. 4 He might reveal the future, but his 
great characteristic was, that he was the mouthpiece of God, 
to utter, by resistless impulse, the rebukes or commands of 
the Almighty, 5 as His ambassador, aud the interpreter of 
His will to men. John realized this ideal. He startled the 
people by demanding repentance, if they would escape the 
close approaching wrath of God. The Kingdom of Heaven 6 
—a phrase familiar to them from the language of Daniel, of 
the Psalms of Solomon, 7 and of other books then in wide 
circulation—was at hand, and would bring with it the terrors 
of heaven. The conscience of the masses was roused. It 
had sunk to sleep under Pharisaic formalism, Roman oppres¬ 
sion, and Sadducean indifference. John’s voice sounded like 
a trumpet to alarm them. The popular excitement spread. 
Though he kept aloof from Jerusalem and the thickly peopled 
districts, the note he had struck vibrated through the whole 
land. Crowds gathered in daily greater numbers from Jeru¬ 
salem, Judea, and the wide uplands of Perea. 8 It seemed, 
indeed, as if he were the promised Elias, the herald of the 
Messiah. Intensely real, he spoke nothing of Levitical rites 
or sacrifices, or of the Rabbis, but demanded that the Law 
should be applied to the conscience, and carried out in the 
life. A spiritual preparation would alone avert the coming 
wrath. A second Elijah, in spirit as well as outward appear¬ 
ance, and, like him, witnessing in evil times, he came to 
throw down, not to build; to startle, not to instruct; to use 

1 Midrasc.h on Song of Sol. vii. 4. Nork, Rabbinischc Quellen, p. 15. 
Jerusalem Talmud, Taanith, fol. lxiv. 1. 

2 The Rabbis, quoted by Nork, p. 16. 

3 Eisenmenger, Judenthum Kntdeckles, vol. ii. p. 696. 

4 Clement. Horn., ii. 6. 

5 K'33 (nabi), a prophet, from 603 ( naba ), to boil up, or boil forth— 

hence to pour forth words with the fervour and inspiration of a prophet. 

6 Dan. vii. 18. 7 Ps. Sal. xvii. 4. b Matt. iii. 5. Mark i. 5. 
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the axe, not the trowel. The approach of the judgments of 
which the last of the prophets had spoken,—when the indig¬ 
nation of God would bum as an oven, 1 and the proud and 
the wicked should be as stubble, and be burned up till there 
was left neither root nor branch,—was his great theme. He 
added, however, the comforting assurance of the prophet, 
that to those who feared the name of the Lord of Hosts, the 
Sun of Righteousness should rise, with healing in His wing¬ 
like beams. The whole strain of Malachi was, indeed, only 
an anticipation of John’s preaching. “ The Lord, whom vo 
seek, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight 
in, shall come, saith the Lord of Hosts. But who may abide 
the day of His coming? And ■who shall stand when He 
appeareth ? For He is like a refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s 
soap. And He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; 
and He shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as 
gold and silver; and He will be a swift witness against the 
sorcerers, and the adulterers, and the false swearers, and 
against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the 
widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger 
from his right, and fear not Me, saith the Lord of Hosts.” 2 
Like all the prophets, his message was one of wrath, and yet, 
like theirs, it had a conditional promise of Divine love and 
pity. As befitted his office, he seemed ordained, like Elijah, 
to reprove his times, for like him, “ he was unmoved before 
the face of man, neither could any bring him into subjec¬ 
tion.’^ 

With the call to repent, John united a significant rite for 
all who were willing to admit their sins, and promise amend¬ 
ment of life. It was the new and striking requirement of 
baptism, which John had been sent by Divine appointment to 
introduce. The Mosaic ritual had indeed required w ashings, 
and purifications, but they were mostly personal acts for 
cleansing from ceremonial defilements, and were repeated as 
often as new uncleanness demanded. But baptism was per¬ 
formed only once, and those who sought it had to receive it 
from the hands of John. The old rites and requirements of 
the Pharisees would not content him. A new Bymbol was 
needed, striking enough to express the vastness of the change 
he demanded, and to form its fit beginning, and yet simple 
enough to be easily applied to the whole people; for all, 
alike, needed to break with the past, and to enter on tho 


1 Mai. iv. i. 


* Mai. iii. 1-3. 5. 


• Ecclufl. xlviii. 12. 
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life of spiritual effort he proclaimed. Washing had, in all 
ages, been used as a religious symbol, and an impressive form. 
Naaman’s leprosy had been cleansed away in the waters of 
the Jordan. 1 The priests in the Temple practised constant 
ablutions, and others were required daily from the people at 
large, to remove ceremonial impurity. David had prayed, 
“ Wash me from mine iniquity.” 2 Isaiah had cried, “ Wash 
ye, make you clean, put away the evil of your doings.” 6 
Ezekiel had told his countrymen, to “ wash their hearts from 
wickedness.” 4 Ablution in the East, is indeed, of itself, 
almost a religious duty. The dust and heat weigh upon the 
spirits and heart like a load; its removal is refreshment and 
happiness. It was, hence, impossible to see a convert go 
down into a stream, travel-worn and soiled with dust, and, 
after disappearing for a moment, emerge pure and fresh, 
without feeling that the symbol suited and interpreted a 
strong craving of the human heart. 5 It was no formal rite 
■with John. “ He was a good man,” says Josephus, 6 “ and 
urged the Jews who were willing to live worthily, and to 
show uprightness one to another, and piety towards God, to 
be baptized. For baptism was approved of by him, not as a 
means of obtaining pardon for some sins only, but for the 
purity of the whole body, when the soul had been cleansed 
beforehand by righteousness.” On baptism, in itself, he set 
no mysterious sacramental value. It was only water, 7 a 
mere emblem of the purification required in the life and 
heart, and needed an after baptism by the Holy Spirit. No 
one could receive it till he had proved his sincerity, by a 
humble public confession of his sins. 8 Baptism then became 
a moral vow, to show, by a better life, that the change of 
heart d was genuine. 

Bathing in Jordan had been a sacred symbol, at least, sinco 
the days of Naaman; but immersion by one like John, with 
open and contrite sorrow for sin, sacred vows of amendment, 
and hope of forgiveness, if these proved lasting, and all 
this in preparation for the Messiah, was something wholly 
new in Israel. It marked, in the most striking way, the 
wonderful moral revolution which had taken place in the 
hearts of the people. If, as a -school of the Rabbis contend, 
it was even then the custom to baptize proselytes on their 

1 2 Kings v. 10. 2 Ps. li. 8. 8 Isaiah i. 16. 4 Ezek. xxiii. 40. 

* Robt-rtson's ScTmons , vol. i. p. 120. 6 Ant., xviii. 5. 2. 

7 Mark i. 8 . Matt. iii. 11. Luke iii. 16. * Matt. iii. 6. Mark i. 5. 
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forsaking heathenism, and seeking admission to the com* 
mnnion of Israel, the attitude of John towards the nation 
was startling, and their submission to the rite a still 
greater proof of His power over the popular mind. In this 
case, it was no less than the treatment of Israel as if it had 
become heathen, and needed to seek entrance again, on no 
higher footing than a Gentile convert, to the privileges it 
had lost. 


Bnt he did not leave them to their own unaided efforts 
after parity. Had he merely summoned them to “ flee from 
the wrath to come,” he would have driven them to despair. 
Had he invited them to baptism, and then left them to 
their own efforts after holiness, he would have mocked them 
by an impossible task ; for man, if he look no higher than him* 

he gave meaning 
and promise to his command and invitation, by pointing them 
to the coming Messiah, the Lamb of God, who should take 
away the sins of the world. 1 

It must have been a strange scene, and it remained Ion? in 
the popular memory. “What went ye out into the wilder¬ 
ness to see ? A man clothed in soft raiment ? ” asked Jesus, 
in later months. The sudden apparition of a “ saint,” whose 
life, for years, had been spent in “ the house of thirst, where 
demons and dragons howl,” was fitted to startle the whole 
community, already excited to the uttermost. Men of all 
classes gathered to listen to the new prophet. The move¬ 
ment, at first local, gradually spread through “the whole 
nation.”* The nearer districts—Jerusalem, Judea, and 
Perea—gathered first. Ere long, the excitable Galilseans, as 
far as Lebanon and the East Jordan country, caught the en¬ 
thusiasm, and moved towards the Jordan valley. Caravans, 

with their numerous beasts, must have covered the Galiltean 

6 


self, can never become pure. Avowing this. 


and Jewish roads, all wending to the one centre. Men left 


their work or their calling; the keen trader, the Roman tax- 
collector, and the native and foreign soldier * among them. 
Every rank was represented. All that was noble, and all 
that was base in Israel; the holy and the worldly ; the pure 
and the corrupt; the earnest and the false; the friends of 
R< me and its enemies, mingled in the throng. Supercil¬ 
ious Rabbis, long-robed Pharisees, cold and courtly Saddu- 


cees, priestly dignitaries, circumspect Levites, grey-haired 
elders of the people; the rich farmer with full barns, and 


1 F. W. Robert*#*, voL L p. 121. 
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the poor peasant; soldiers of the Tetrarch Antipas, from 
Perea; perhaps, also, proselytes from the Roman garrison 
at Jerusalem, more disposed to accept baptism in the Jordan 
than circumcision; publicans—born Jews, but despised and 
hated, alike for their calling and their unjust exactions— 
found themselves together. Israelitish women, also, were not 
wanting, and among them, not a few outcasts of the com¬ 
munity—servants of vice. 1 All sought part in the salvation 
of Israel, or at least, wished to seem interested in it—even 
the classes thrust back as unclean by the Pharisees and 
Essenes. Some longed to lay hold of it, others came only 
to look, criticize, and gossip, or report to the authorities. 

Everything was so new, so startling, so impressive—the 
wilderness, the stream, the solemn hills, a prophet appear¬ 
ing, after more than five hundred years. His right to reject 
and denounce the whole present, in the name of God, was 
now, as alway§ with prophets in the past, universally ac¬ 
knowledged. His words, his baptismal symbol, the king¬ 
dom he preached, the Messias whom he announced as at 
hand, the very multitudes assembled, the visible emotion, the 
evident good effected, the contrition of the most sunken 
classes—the publicans and harlots—alj showed that the 
whole nation believed in him. 2 From the rite advanced 
with such prominence, he was known as “ the Baptist,” but 
many gave him the name of Teacher, 3 and even that of 
Prophet. 4 He did not claim to perform miracles, like Elijah, 
but his word had a wonderful power—his very baptism 
seemed to be “ from heaven ” 5 —and, even after his imprison¬ 
ment and death, the people maintained, with passionate 
tenacity, against the petty carpings of the priesthood, that he 
w~as, indeed, a prophet. 

Many even questioned whether he were not the Messiah, 
or at least, “ the prophet like Moses,” whom they expected. 6 
He swayed the masses by his words, at his will, 7 and might 
have made any political use of them he chose, had he been 
so minded. 

As the influence of the movement spread in ever-widening 
circles over the nation, it became impossible for the self- 
sufficient authorities at Jerusalem to ignore it. The reli¬ 
gious instruction of the people was their prerogative. They 

1 Matt. iii. 7 ; xxi. 32 (harlots). Luke iii. 10 ff. John i. 19 ff. 

8 Matt. xxi. 26. 3 Luke iii. 12. 4 Matt. xi. 9 ; xxi. 26. 

6 Matt. xxi. 25. « Luke iii. 15. John i. 19 ff. 

7 Jos., Ant., xviii. 5. 2. 
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claimed to sit in the seat of Moses and to have the kcv of 

I 

knowledge, 1 and it was against the rule for^any one to teach 
who had not their authority, 1 confirmed by formal ordina¬ 
tion. 1 A deputation of priests and Levites of the Pharisee 


party was, therefore, deputed to go to the Jordan, and inter¬ 
rogate this new leader of the people as to his claims. Was 
lie the Christ ? or was he Elias ? or was he the expected 
prophet? 3 Without a momentary hesitation of vanity or am¬ 
bition, from the possibility, with his vast popular support, of 
playing a great part, his manly truthfulness repudiated the 
right to any of these names. With the whole nation under 
his influence, and regarded by them with the reverent nwe 


which such questions and suggestions hint, his lofty soul 
retained its grand simplicity. “ He was only the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness, make straight the way of the 
Lord, as saith the prophet Esaias.” 4 

Nor is it wonderful that his mission had such amazing 
success. Men honour a lofty and fearless soul, seeking no 
selfish object, but braving all opposition for the noblest 
ends. John had nothing to lose but his life, and had no am¬ 
bition but for the faithful discharge of his high commission 
from the Almighty. Hunger and thirst and nakedness had 


been his familiar friends, and he who had faced the terrors 


of the deserts so long, could have little to alarm him in any 
human anger. “ What to him,” asks Edward Irving,* “ was 
a scowling Pharisee, or a mocking Sadducee, or a fawning 
publican, or a rough soldier, or a riotous mob ? These were 
jocund, cheerful sights, to one who had roamed amongst the 
wild beasts of the desert, and in the midst of them laid down 
his head, under no canopy, and with no defence but the 
canopy and defence of the providence of the Most High. 
Around a man who can despise accommodations and con¬ 
veniences, and deal with nature in ancient simplicity and 
independence, and move amongst her social and religious 
institutions like a traveller from another world, freo to 
judge, and censure, and approve, as having himself nothing 
at stake—around such a man there is a moral grandeur 
and authority to which none but the narrowest and most 
bigoted minds will refuse a certain awe and reverence. 
And when such a personage assumes to himself Divino 
commission, and publishes new truth with Divine authority, 


1 Matt, xxiii. 2. Luke xi. 52. 9 Matt. xxi. 23. 

* Deut. xyiii. 15. Meyer's Kommentar, Job. i. 22. 4 John L 19, 21. 
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and rebukes all wickedness, and scorns all consequences, lie 
takes, by the natural right of the wiser, the bolder, and the 
better man, a high place above those who feel themselves 
enslaved and enshackled by customs which they despise.” 

Such was the mighty movement that filled all minds, and 
drew the whole people, by turns, to the banks of the 
Jordan. Beside the living waters, between the solemn hills 
on both sides, and under the cloudless blue of an Eastern 
* k y> stood the strange figure of the prophet before his no 
less striking audience. Like all great leaders, he could read 
the characters of those he addressed. The smooth varnished 


hvpocrisv of the Pharisee or Sadducee could not deceive 

^ 1 t/ 

him. Those who might have come to him in the hope to 
gain the inviting promises of the new life by an easy lip 
confession, and a momentary rite, soon found their error. 
Like Luther, or Latimer, or Kn ox, he forgot self in his grand 
fidelity. Cold prudence or timid caution had no place in 
a soul so intensely in earnest. The truth, which he comes 
to proclaim, is higher than man, and alone commands his 
homage. His sentences strike, swift and glittering, like 
lightning flashes, amidst the roll of judgment-day thunders. 
Each sentence is vivid with bold pictures drawn from nature 
and life. He compares Israel to a barren fruit-tree ready for 
felling, and points to the axe already laid at its roots. Timely 
repentance, and the bringing forth good fruit, may avert the 
stroke, otherwise it must presently fall, and the tree be cast 


into the fire. The next moment Israel is a great threshing 
floor, and the winnowing shovel is at hand to cleanse it 
thoroughly, 11 that the wheat may be gathered into the garner, 
and the chaff burned up with unquenchable fire. With per¬ 
fect humility he points all away from himself, to the Mightier 
One at hand, for whom he was unworthy, in his own 
esteem, to perform the slave boy’s service 1 of unloosing and 
removing his sandals. He would baptize them with the 


Holy Ghost and with fire—the Holy Ghost to kindle in 
them heavenly grace, if penitent; fire, to consume them, if 


the reverse. 3 The terrors of the day of wrath rolled over 
his hearers, as his foremost thought; sounds of hope broke 
in, like soft music, only at intervals, to keep the contrite 


from despair. 


1 Pint., ii. 712. 

3 See Meyer, De Wette, Lange, Kuinoel, in loc. Neander, Life of 
Christ , p. 55. 
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The announcement of Divine judgments on a rebellions 
people was by no means new in Israel, and of itself hai-dly 
explains the immense effect of John’s preaching. Its power 
lay in its depth and its demands. The Kingdom of Heaven, 
which was at hand, was not a mere gift from above, which 
they might passively receive, but a human work, which they 
must themselves carry out. Merely to wait in idle expect¬ 
ancy, as in the past, would not suffice. Nor would the idly- 
busy trifling of legal rites and observances. They must no 
longer trust to their descent from Abraham, nor to the cleans¬ 
ing of the outside of the platter by Pharisaic strictness. 
The coming of the promised kingdom, to each hearer, meant 
his lifting his own life to a higher plane, by steady resolve 
and effort. Religion must, henceforth, be practical and 
earnest: in the heart and life, not in worthless outward 
forms or privileges. The great truth was now, once more, 
pressed home to the conscience of men that the true king¬ 
dom of heaven is in the renewed soul. It marked an era in 
the moral history of the world, and Christ Himself lias re¬ 
cognised its momentous greatness. “ Among them that arc 
born of women,” said He, “ there has not risen a greater 
than John the Baptist. For all the prophets and the Law 
prophesied, until John. 1 Till then it was future and distant; 
the object of eager expectation only. But, from his days, 
the kingdom of heaven is gained by earnest violence, and 
men who struggle earnestly take it for themselves.” John 
proclaimed to a generation that had forgotten it, the great 
truth that “ the kingdom ” was no mere external blessedness, 
but the reign of God in the soul of man; that we must 
strive, if we would enter into it, or, to use the figure cmpJoyed 
by Jesus, that—like a city to be taken by 6torm,—it was 
to bo won only by the utmost earnestness. Repentance, with 
John, was no mere formal confession, but a change of mind ; 
it included not only regret for the post, but a new life for 
the future; 1 and this he urged so prominently, that even 
Josephus, a generation afterwards, makes it a characteristic 
of his preaching. 9 To the frank avowal of sins there was 
added an annihilation of all self-righteousness, whether rest¬ 
ing on Abrahamic descent or attainments in Pharisaic holi¬ 
ness, and a pledge was demanded of a higher spiritual lifo 
towards God and man, involving life-long effort. 

His whole conception of preparation for the Mcssiamo 


» Matt xi. 11. 


9 Ant., xriii. 5. 2. 
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kingdom was new in his age. The Samaritan prophet, who 
soon after summoned the multitudes to Gerizim, relied on 
the wholly external act of securing the vessels of the old 
Tabernacle, as an inauguration of the day 'of the Messiah. 
The Galilfeans “were disposed to demand the kingdom from 
the Romans, sword in hand, in the belief that Jehovah 
would not desert His people, in arms for His cause. John, 
on the contrary, sought to prepare for it by a moral regene¬ 
ration of the community. The kingdom of God, with him, 
was, like that of Isaiah, a kingdom of righteousness and 
holiness. He had sat at the feet of the prophets, not of the 
Rabbis. He had sought the knowledge of the preparation 
needed, not, like the Rabbis, from the Book of Leviticus ; 
not, like the Zealots, from the warlike records of the Macca¬ 
bees ; nor, like the Essenes, from mystic revelations ; but 
from Isaiah. His whole preaching was only a variation of 
that of the great prophet, in the opening of his book—“Wash 
you, make you clean ; put away the evil of your doings from 
before Mine eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do well: seek 
judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead 
for the widow.” 1 He says nothing of an earthly kingdom, 
or political glory. The sins that had separated between 
them and God must be removed, and their place filled with 
“fruits meet for repentance,” if the Divine kingdom was to 
be established among them. Pharisees and Essenes had 
sought to propitiate God by their legal rites. Neither knew 
of confession of sins, or repentance. The Pharisee only 
boasted of his virtues, and the Essenes praised righteousness, 
without a word about penitence. 2 John trusted, not to 
external forms, but to broken-hearted contrition. Man must 
work together with God to bring about the fulfilment of the 
prophecies of the Messiah’s reign. 

Nor did he content himself with vague or general appeals 
or reproofs. “ Ye brood of vipers,” cried he to a crowd of 
Pharisees and Sadducees, who had come to his baptism, to 
scoff and criticise, rather than to confess and repent, and 
who opposed him with the conservatism of lawyers and the 
bigotry of priests,—“ who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come ? ” In the words of St. Luke, “ they rejected 
the counsel of God towards themselves, not having been 
baptized by John,” 3 and, so far from accepting his mission, 

1 Isa. i. 16, 17. 2 Luke xviii. 11. Jos , Bell. Jud . , ii. 8. 7. 

3 Luke vii. 30. Dr. Davidson's Tuchcndorf's version . 
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denounced him as having a devil. 1 He brushed them aside, 
with their endless quiddities and quillets, and casuistical 
cases, and legal cobwebbery, and they hated him in return. 
They had come from Jerusalem in full-blown official dig¬ 
nity, as a deputation from the ecclesiastical courts, to ask his 
credentials, 2 and test his soundness. But whether priests, 
or Levites, or Rabbis, they shrivelled before the indignant 
glance and fiery words which exposed their insincerity and 
incompetence. John held his authority, not from them, but 
from a higher court! Instead of flattering them, he told 
them, as he had told the crowds they despised, that they 
must bring forth fruits worthy of repentance. In their 
narrow pedantic pride they felt sure of a part in the king¬ 
dom of the Messiah, simply as descendants of Abraham; 
his righteousness being reckoned as theirs. 3 Israel, alone, 
could please or find favour with God, and it did so on the 
footing of its descent. The “ Kingdom of Heaven ” was to 
be strictly Jewish, all other nations being excluded, and “it 
was Jewish by hereditary right.” But John shattered this 
wretched immorality. “ Begin not to say within yourselves, 
we have Abraham for father : for I say unto you, that God 
is able of these stones of the desert, lying countless around, 
to raise up true children to Abraham, and will exclude you, 
his pretended children, from the kingdom, unless you re¬ 
pent ! ” The stem, fearless words of the old prophets, which 
made them to be hated by the multitude, with the exception 
of Daniel, the prophet of pleasant things, 4 fell once more 
from the lips of John, with the same result, at least on the 
part of the Rabbis. They received homage from all others, 
but this man treated them with withering scorn. They had 
fancied he would be like a reed moved in the wind before 
them, but they had found him an oak. Flattery and fear 
were as strange to his soul as his own rough mantle would 
have been among the soft clothing of kings’ palaces. 

The contrast between John’s teaching and that of the 
Rabbis, could have had no more striking illustration than 
his recorded answers to various inquirers, whom his stem 
language to their religious leaders had, apparently, alarmed. 
If the Rabbis were in danger of the fire, what must be re¬ 
quired of common men ? But no harshness marked his words 

1 Luke vii. 33. * John i. 19. 

* Meyer , on Matt. iii. 9. Hot a Heb., \oL iii. p. 2C4. Kwnoel. Matt 

iii. 9. 

4 Jos., Ant., x 11. 7. 
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to lionest anxiety. 


He demanded simply that they show 


their sincerity by their unselfishness. They were to act on 
their professions of desire to lead a new life. “ He that hath 
two coats, let him impart to him that hath none ; and he that 
hath meat, let him do likewise.” If they ministered to the 
naked and hungry, 1 as a loving duty, they proved their dis- 
cipleship genuine. John’s wide human sympathies embraced 
all classes. Like Jesus, he cast out none who came to him. 
The abhorred publicans, from whom the Pharisees shrank 
as accursed, were cheered by the assurance that they, too, 
might share in the kingdom, if their repentance were sincere. 
“ Exact no more,” said the prophet, “ than that which is 
appointed you.” Even the soldiers were welcome, and had a 
fitting counsel—“Do violence to no man, neither accuse any 


appointed you.” Even the soldiers were welcome, and had a 
fitting counsel—“Do violence to no man, neither accuse any 
falsely, and be content with your wages.” That the pub¬ 
lican should do his duty honestly, as in the sigiit of God, and 
that the soldier should deny himself the license of his calling, 
and be faithful to his standard, from a sense of obligation 


before God, were practical tests of loyalty to conscience, 
which would carry with them the Divine favour. In all 
cases, moral regeneration was the grand aim, and the man 
himself must work to carry out the reformation. 

But, w r hile John thus demanded practical results, by human 
effort, he w'as far from teaching: that the most earnest wish 

* o _ 

to change the life, would of itself suffice. He brought the 
hope of forgiveness in the day of the w r ratk of God to bear 
on all classes, and made them feel that salvation could not 
come, after all, from their own acts, though these must be 
rendered, but only by pardon from God. 2 He proclaimed, 
besides, the need of the Spirit of God to perfect the inner revo¬ 
lution. “ He that cometh after me will baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost, and with fire.” For the hardened there would, 


indeed, be a baptism of fire, but, for the contrite, the heavenly 
gift of a higher will, and a greater power, a deeper know¬ 
ledge of God, and a closer communion with Him. Feeling 
the want of the times, and filled with the spirit of the pro¬ 
phets, he could not forget how they had announced, as a 
sign of the coming of the Messiah, that Jehovah “ would 
pour out His spirit upon all flesh,” 3 “ that He would pour 


1 Compare with the words of Jesus, Matt. xxv. 36. Also with Isaiah 
lviii. 6-9. John had here also drunk at the fountain of this great pro¬ 
phet's teaching. 

v Jos., Ant., xviii. 5. 2. Matt. iii. 7. Mark i. 4. Luke iii. 3. Comp. 
Isaiuh xxxiii. 24; lv. 7. 3 Joel ii. 28. 
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water upon him that was thirsty, and floods on the dry 
ground,” and “ His spirit upon the offspring of Jacob .” 1 He 
could not doubt, therefore, that He, before whom he was only 
a herald’s voice,—the Mighty One, whose sandals it was too 
groat an honour for him to unloose,—would come, not only to 
avenge, but to bless. But, to do this, He must bring with 
Him a higher, quickening spiritual power—the power of the 
Holy Ghost. In the bestowal of this heavenly influence, to 
carry out the new creation, begun by the forgiveness of sins, 
was summed up John's message to his age. 

It was a mark of the surprising greatness of John’s whole 
spiritual nature, that he had realized the need of action on 
the part of man, to secure the fulfilment of the Divine pro¬ 
mise of the kingdom; but it was no less so, that he realized 
the limitations of human effort, and proclaimed the necessity 
of a Divine, new-creating power, to secure the holy transfor¬ 
mation of the will and heart. To be real and earnest in such 
an age, to unveil its true spiritual wants, to wake it to new 
religious life, were transcendent merits, but it is even grander 
to see the mighty man—full of humility, with deep self-know¬ 
ledge, and insight into his fellow-men— 
heaven, who, stronger than human will or effort, alone could 
break the chains of sin from the soul, and lead it to the 

light.* 

Wholly self-oblivious, tainted by no stain of hnman pride, 
self-consciousness, or low ambition, John had felt it no usur¬ 
pation, or sacrilegious assumption, to constitute himself “ the 
messenger,” predicted by Malachi , 3 “ sent to prepare the way 
before the Lord.” Nor was his preaching more than an 
expansion of the prophet’s words—that “ the Lord,* whom ye 
seek, shall suddenly come to His Temple, even the messen¬ 
ger of the covenant, whom ye delight in.” He had received 
the commission from no human lips, but had been set apart 
to it, from above, before his birth. Filled with the grandeur 
of his mission, nothing arrested him, or turned him aside. 
The crowds saw in him the most unbending strength, united 
with the most complete self-sacrifice ; a type of grand fidelity 
to God and Hia truth, and of the lowliest self-denial. The 
sorrows and hopes of Israel seemed to shine out from his 
eyes—bright with the inspiration of his soul, but sad with 
the greatness of his work—as ho summoned the crowds to 

1 Isaiah xliv. 8. Ezek. zxxix. 29. 

* See Kciras Jeru von Nazar a, voL L p. 510. * Ch iii 1. 
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repentance, alarmed them by words of terror, or led them , 1 in 
groups, to the Jordan, and immersed each singly in the waters, 
after earnest and full confession of their sins. The newly 
baptized knelt in prayer 1 along the banks ; many, doubtless, 
with tears, loud sighs, and exclamations, as is still the man¬ 
ner with the emotional races of the EasC even when far less 
excited than John’s hearers must have been. m All wished to 
begin a new life, and craved counsel from one in whom they 
now implicitly believed, and each, in turn—publican, soldier, 
citizen, and open sinner—heard a few words which pointed 
out to them their future safety. The narrow separatism and 
worthless externalism of the Law were to be forsaken, and 
love to God and their neighbour, with a future baptism of the 
Holy Ghost, by Him who was to come, were to take their 
place. 

But John, with all his grandeur, was still a Jew. What 
bis conceptions of the kingdom of the Messiah were," beyond 
his realization of its purity, we have few grounds of judging. 
From an after incident in his life, it would seem that he 
thought of it as the restoration of the theocracy, amidst a 
people prepared for it by repentance and moral reformation. 
It would be to set him above his times, and even above the 
Apostles, as they remained during the whole lifetime of their 
Master, to conceive him as anticipating’ the purely spiritual 
kingdom Jesus was to establish. He was greater than all the 
prophets, in his magnificent faith that the work he had begun 
would be carried out by Jehovah Himself, through His Mes¬ 
siah, and in his clear sense of the need of human action, in 
repentance and a new life, to the establishment of the Mes¬ 
siah’s kingdom. Others had left God to do all at some future 
time, limiting themselves to prophecy. John alone taught 
that the kingdom of God had already come in the contrite 
soul which proved its penitence by holy fruits. But he was 
also less than the least in that kingdom , 2 in his inadequate 
realization of it in its full greatness. He “ came neither eat¬ 
ing nor drinking,” 3 —a type of Jewish asceticism—and his 
teaching bore, throughout, the true Jewish stamp. Perhaps 
he rose above the thought, universal in his day, that the outer 
act had, in itself, an intrinsic worth, if not even a spiritual 
power, but the imdortance he attached to outward expressions 
of penitence was entirely Jewish. Like the Rabbis, he laid 
stress on fasting, and on the “ making prayers,” in the Jewish 


1 Luke iii. 21. 
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* Matt. xi. 11. 
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386 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


sense , 1 and his disciples, in these and other external exercises 
of religion, found themselves nearer the disciples of the 
Pharisees than they were to those of Jesus. As a Nazarito 
and an ascetic, the dread of defilement must have kept him 
apart from the great mass of his audience , 3 for he dared not 
touch any but “ the clean,” even in baptizing them. 

In this aspect of it, the work of John was, in the eyes of 
Christ, only the sewing a new patch on an old garment, or 
putting new wine into old bottles . 3 The great movement ho 
set on foot, while an immense advance on the past in Juda¬ 
ism, was yet, in its essence, Jewish. The ascetic spirit of its 
origin perpetuated itself in John’s disciples, and marked his 
whole conceptions as imperfect and passing—the morning red 
heralding the day, but as yet mingled with the night. 

John formed no separate communion. Ho taught his 
disciples to pray, and it would seem as if he had ultimately 
gathered a special band round him , 4 as the Apostles were 
gathered round Jesus. But he did not come to found a new 
sect. His far grander aim was to raise the nation from 
spiritual death, and direct it to the Messiah now at hand. 

1 Matt. ix. 14. Lake v. 29 9 Jost, vol. i. p. 400. 

* Matt. ix. 16, 17. Mark ii. 21, 22. Luke v. 36, 37. 4 John i. 3& 



CHAPTER XXVI. 


THE BAPTISM OF JESUS AND THE DEATH OF JOHN. 

T HE great wave of religious excitement produced by the 

preaching of John had set the whole land in motion. 
Foulque de Nouilly, the famous monkish preacher of the 
thirteenth century, whose discourses moved all classes of 
society, from the highest to the lowest, so that people rushed 
in crowds from distant countries to hear him , 1 or Whitfield, 
in the last century, who stirred the whole nation in his day, 
help us to realize the sensation produced by John’s minis¬ 
trations. To a people sunk for the time in religious apathy, 
and corrupted in morals, but loyal to the voice of their 
Scriptures and the lofty spiritual ideals of the past, his 
voice came like a trumpet, rousing them to new life. His 
bronzed, wasted features, his prophet’s dress and bearing, his 
fearless boldness for God, and the response of their own 
hearts to his denunciations and demands, made him a 
mighty power. He gave utterance to their deepest desires 
and aspirations, fanned their national hopes, and roused 
their enthusiasm. As a people, they were not in favour of 
asceticism . 2 The Rabbis had a saying, that the ignorant did 
not know how to keep themselves from transgressions of the 
Law, nor the common people how to become “the Pious,” 
or rigorous Jews . 3 Even one so famous as Simeon the Just 
discountenanced Nazarite vows, with the rigid abstinence and 
self-denial they imposed. The worldly Sadducee laughed 
at the austerities of the Rabbis, “who tormented themselves 
in this life without gaining anything by it in the other ,” 1 
and the mass of the people were no doubt of their mind. 
But the vision of a true Nazarite, in whom all could see a 
grand superiority to the worthless ambitions of life, was like 
a revelation of eternal realities, which no one could turn 

1 Baring-Gould, Post mediaeval Preachers , p. 11. s ficrenbourg, p. 174. 
3 Dcrcnbuury, p. 17J. 4 B. Nathan, quoted by Derenbuurg, p. 124. 
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lightly aside. The very power of his words seemed to 
prove the truth of his warnings, for the Rabbis had already 
told them that “ universal repentance,” such as they seemed 
to see round them, “ would only happen when Elias had 

come ,” 1 and his coming was the sure sign of the approach 
of the kingdom of God. 

Everything was fitted to startle. The proclamation of the 
Messiah as at hand—the call to repentance—the announce¬ 
ment of the swift rolling towards them of the thunders of 
the wrath of God—the declared worthlessness of distinctions 
of race, blood, or position—the demand for fruits meet for 
repentance, or, in other words, that a man must work out 
his own salvation in co-operation with God—the symbolical 
rite to which he required submission, and the humbling 
confession of sin before the world, which he added—all com¬ 
bined to carry his name and work to the utmost limits of 
the land. 

m 

Meanwhile, the authorities at Jerusalem, with the jealousy 
of all ecclesiastical bodies towards those outside their own 
pale, grew uneasy at his success, and plotted to get him 
into their toils, as they did afterwards in the case of our 
Lord. The ensnaring questions put to him by the deputation 
of priestly Pharisees sent from Jerusalem, seemed to have 
made John think it necessary to seek safety by removing 
beyond the bounds of Judea* From the “circle of Jordan,” 
including both sides of the stream, he passed upwards, 
apparently, to the small sunken plain w’hicli borders it, just 
beneath Scythopolis, where Gideon’s Brook of Trembling 
makes its steep way from the eastern end of Esdraelon, down 
the Wady Jalud, to the Jordan. He chose a spot near this, 
on the eastern side, known in those days as Bethabara,- 
where a ford crossed the river, and gave facilities for 
baptism. 3b He had been preaching and baptizing for some 
time in the south, and his removal to a more northern 
position opened a new field, from its nearness to Galilee. 
The excitement still continued as great as ever. The towns 
on the Lake of Galilee, and even the villages north of 
Esdraelon , 4 poured forth to the new prophet.* Weeks passed, 
and it must now have been the late summer, for, before 
long, John had to leave the Jordan, as too shallow, at its 

1 Nork, Rabbinische Quellrn, p. 15. * John i. 28. 

' Lieut. Conder., in Palest, bund Report, April, 1676. Diet . of Bible, 
Art. betfwbara. 

4 John i. 46. 
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accessible parts, for baptism, and go to another place—Enon, 
near Salem—an unknown locality, where pools more suitable 
were still to be had. ld But, as yet, there was no sign of 
tlie advent of the expected Messiah. The assembling of 
the nation, and the great work on the banks of the Jordan, 
were necessary preliminaries, in the Divine counsels, to 
dignify the ultimate Advent of the Redeemer. 

Jesus had been waiting the fit moment for leaving His 
thirty years’ obscurity in Nazareth, and presenting Himself 
before the herald wdio had been unconsciously proclaiming 
Him. Though cousins, the Baptist and the Son of Mary 
had never seen each other, for they lived at opposite ends of 
the country, and John had spent we do not know how many 
rears of his life in hermit seclusion, far from man. But if 

l _ 7 

he did not know His person, he had yet, doubtless, heard 
the wondrous circumstances attending His birth, and must 
have been daily expecting Him to put forth His claims. 
At last, Jesus left Nazareth and came to Jordan, and pre¬ 
sented Himself before him. His appearance, wholly different 
from that of all who had thronged to his ministry, at once 
arrested the prophet’s eye. The holy devotion and heavenly 
repose which marked Him as He stood in prayer, spoke of 
a purity and greatness before which the soul of John did 
instant reverence. He might have stern words for the 
proud and self-righteous, but, in the presence of such a 
vision as that before him, he has only those of lowliest 
homage. The light, as of other worlds, shining from the 
depths of those calm eyes ; the radiance of a soul free from 
all stain of sin, transfiguring the pale face—full, at once, of 
highest beauty, tenderest love, and deepest sadness, was 
hereafter, even when dimly seen by the light of midnight 
torches and lanterns, to make accusers shrink backwards 
and fall, overcome, to the ground , 2 and Simon Peter pray 
—“ Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord ! ” The 
soul has an instinctive recognition of goodness 1 , and feels its 
awfulness. Spiritual greatness wears a kingly crown which 
compels instant reverence. Had Jesus been an earthly king, 
John would have remained the stem, fearless prophet; had 
He been the highest of the earthly priesthood, he would have 
borne himself as a superior, in the consciousness of his 
high mission. But the royalty before him was not of this 
world, and the priesthood was higher than that of Aaron, 


1 Luke iii. 21. 


9 John xviii. 6. 
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Jesus had come to be baptized, but John, for the first and 
last time, with any one in all the crowds that had gathered 
round him, hesitated, and drew back. “ I have need to bo 
baptized of Thee,” said he, “and comest Thou to me?” 
He might not know by name, or open intimation, whom 
he had before him, but unerring instinct taught him that he 
addressed a greater than himself. He was longing for the 
revelation of the Messiah, and knew that God could manifest 
Him at any moment, clothing Him whom He had designated 
for the high dignity, with Divine might to carry out His 
work. It is, indeed, the especial greatness of the Baptist 
that he not only rose to the level of so great an enterprise 
as the spiritual regeneration of his country, and devoted 
himself to it with gigantic energy, and that he was a man 
of spotless truth and dauntless courage, but that, with all 
this, he was filled with a splendid enthusiasm, and unfaltering 
faith in the nearness of the Messiah. This alone could have 
supported him under the burden of his work. No one, till 
then, had stood, like him, between the dead past and the 
dimly rising future, in hopeful and confident expectation. 
He had led the people from the corruption, wickedness, and 
confusion of their decayed religiousness, and stood calmly 
and grandly at their head, in the firm belief that the Messiah, 
who, only, could fulfil the promises he had made them, of 
Divine help towards a higher life, would emerge from the 
darkness before him. In such an attitude of intensest ex¬ 
pectancy, he must at once have recognised the marks of the 
possible Messiah in any one who showed them. He might 
look for no outward signs : the Divine lineaments of a nature 
fit for such an office would suffice, the future being left 
to God, to whom he entrusted his own work. He would not 
go abroad to search for one who might be what he desired, 
but his ardent, yet keen soul, could not fail to discover Him 
if He came within his sphere. Hence, he felt, instinctively 
that in Jesus the object of his longings seemed to have 
been found. “ I knew Him not,” said he, some time later, 
“ and had not in any measure begun my work because I 
kuew Him, or that He might at my request come to me; 
but 1 have been baptizing and rousing Israel, that He, 
though unknown to me,—drawn indeed by my work, but 
without design or thought on my part, and, therefore, only 
by the clear leading and purpose of God,—should be revealed 
to Israel as the true Messiah.”* He had, already, before 
Jesus had presented Himself, made known his firm conviction 
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that God had heard the ciy of His people, and had provided 
the Messiah, though as vet He had not disclosed Him. In 

i o « 

his errand trust in God, he had told the multitudes, “ there 

O / - ' 

standeth one among you, whom you know not—the true 
Messiah,” who has been among you, and you have not dreamed 
of it, because you knew neither the marks nor nature of 
God's Anointed, and, indeed, you will not recognise Him, 
even when He appears . 1 That ye may know Him, He is 
He who cometh after me, and yet shall be preferred before 
me—the true Messiah, whose shoes I am not worthy to un¬ 
loose. He shall be preferred before me, for He was before 
me. He is no man of moidal birth, for Scripture and Rahbi 
unite in recoErnising- the Messiah as the uncreated Word of 
God, sent down from heaven, to dwell for a time among’ 
men.” John’s long communion with God in the wilderness, 
his prayers and tears, had raised him to a spiritual grandeur 
which anticipated, with a higher than human sense, the yet 
unrevealed. Lifted above earth, the advent of the Messiah 
had become to him a living truth, which only waited God’s 
time for its disclosure, and at last stood visibly before him, 
iD the Holy One who sought baptism at his hands/ 

No wonder he shrank from assuming to such a Being the 
relation in which he stood to other men. He knew that only 
one who was wholly free from sin could be the Messiah, and 
such an One he felt was before him. The meekness, gentle¬ 
ness, and purity, which overawed him, spoke of nothing less, 
and the heart of John, on the instant, could express its over¬ 
powering emotion in no more fitting thought than that he 
“ beheld the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the 
world.” 2 In such words he embodied a conception which 
he had heard from the Rabbis since his childhood, for the 
daily sacrifice, on whose head the sins of Israel were laid by 
a formal act, was their favourite type of the Messiah, who 
was hence known by the endearing name of the “ Lamb of 
God .” 3 The sublime picture in Isaiah of Him on whom 
Jehovah had laid the iniquities of His people, and who was 
led as a Lamb to the slaughter, had already been applied to 
the Messiah , 4 and John might well think of Him in this His 
highest aspect,—oppressed in soul, as he himself was, by the 
weight of the sins of his race. 

The hesitation of the Baptist, however, was not allowed to 

3 John i. 29. • Nork , p._ 115. Sepp, vol. ii. p. 170. 

4 Buxtorf, sub v. 
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prevail, for Jesus still repeated His desire to be baptized. 
“ Suffer it now,” said He, “ for thus it becomes us to fulfil 
all righteousness. 1 From whatever God has required of 
Israel as a duty, I cannot withhold myself.” Baptism was 
an ordinance of God, required by His prophet as the intro¬ 
duction of the new dispensation. It was a part of “ right¬ 
eousness,” that is, it was a part of God’s commandments, 
which Jesns came into the world to show us the example of 
fulfilling, both in the letter and the spirit. 2 Moreover, He 
had not yet received the consecration of the Spirit, abiding 
on Him, and had not yet assumed the awful dignity of the 
Messiah, but had hitherto been only the unknown villager of 
Nazareth. No subject is more mysterious than the “ increase 
in wisdom ” 3 which marked the Saviour, as it does all other 
men, nor can we conjecture when it was that the full realiz¬ 
ation of His Divine mission first rose before Him. As yet 
there had been no indication of its having done so, for He 
had not yet “ manifested His glory,” * or appeared at all 
before men. Is it too much to believe that His baptism was 
the formal consecration, which marked His entrance on His 
great office ? 

John resisted no longer, and le.oding Jesus into the stream, 
the rite was performed. Can wo question that such an act 
was a crisis in the life of our Lord r His perfect manhood, 
like that of all other men, in all things except sin, forbids 
our doubting it. Holy and pure before sinking under the 
waters, He must yet have risen from them with the light of 
a higher glory in His countenance. His past life was closed ; 
a new era had opened. Hitherto the humble villager, veiled 
from the world, He was henceforth the Mcssiuh, openly 
working amongst men. It was the true moment of the 
opening of His new life. Past years had been buried in the 
waters of Jordan. He entered them as Jesus, the Son of 
Man; He rose from them, The Christ of God. 

Nor is it wonderful that, at a moment when He was pass¬ 
ing through such a supreme spiritual crisis, there should 
have been sympathy with it in the distant regions of tho 
Universe. “ Being baptized,” says St. Luke, “and praying ” 
—in the overpowering emotion of Buch a time—the heaven 
was opened—all hindrances of human weakness withdrawing, 

1 '* Every duty,” Thchendorf — Davidson'» translation, John L 16. 

2 Irving's John the Baptist, Works , vol. ii. p. 97. 

* Luke ii. 62. 4 John ii. 11. 
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fo that the eye seemed to pierce the sky, to the far off 
heavenly splendours. And now a vision as of the Holy 
Ghost descending in the “ bodily form ” of a dove, the sym¬ 
bol of purity and peace, and resting over the newly baptized 
as in permanent consecration, revealed itself to John 1 and 
Jesus; a heavenly voice, meanwhile, proclaiming, “ This is My 
beloved Sou, in whom I am well pleased.” Isaiah had, long 
before, foretold how the Spirit of Jehovah should rest upon 
the Branch from the roots of Jesse—the Spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 
of knowledge, and of fear of the Lord , 2 and the prediction 
was now fulfilled. It was the Divine anointing of Jesus, to 
preach good tidings to the meek, to bind up the broken¬ 
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening 
of the prison to them that are bound, to proclaim the accept¬ 
able year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of God a — 
the consecration from on High to the office of Messiah, and, 
as such, the true birth-hour of Christianity. It was His 
solemn designation as the Great High Priest of the new and 
abiding Dispensation. The sons of Aaron were required by 
the Levitical Law to be set apart to their high office by 
washing and anointing, and He who was to be clothed with 
an infinitely loftier priesthood, could not be allowed to want 
a correspondingly grander inauguration. Instead of the 
Temple made with hands, He had around Him the great 
Temple of nature; for the brazen laver He had the flowing 
river, reflecting the vault of heaven. If He had no golden 
robes, He had the robe of a sinless righteousness, and if there 
were no sacred oil, He had, instead, the anointing of the 
Holy Ghost. John had already, by Divine intimation, learned 
that the Spirit should thus descend on Him who was to 
baptize with the Holy Ghost , 4 and thus saw the confirmation 
of his belief that Jesus was, indeed, the Lamb of God, and 
His Son . 5 How long He remained with John is not told us, 
but it would seem as if He had forthwith retired to the 
wilderness, to return only after His temptation. 

The great work of John was now over. As Samuel had 
once consecrated the earthly David king over the outward 
theocracy, the last of the prophets had consecrated a greater 
king, who should rule, by other means, over a kingdom 
wholly different, though John, standing as He did, outside, 

8 Isa. lxi. 1. 

5 John i. 34. 
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could at best only dimly conjecture these characteristics of 
the new Messianic reign. He lived and worked long enough 
after this crowning moment, to rejoice over the first advances 
of the new theocracy he had called into being, but also long 
enough to show that he did not comprehend its spirit, as 
he would have done, had he lived later. His days were 
numbered. Those in power feared his words and work, which 
gave him supreme influence among the people. The priests 
and Rabbis had failed in their plots against him, but what 
they could not themselves do, they were ere long able to 
effect through one of greater power for evil. 

John seems latterly to have moved from place to place, 
along both banks of the Jordan, both north and south. How 
long he continued to labour is not known, but he was still 
baptizing after Jesus had begun His ministry, at the marriage 
feast of Cana. 1 The popularity of Jesus had roused the 
jealousy of the disciples of the Baptist, and had even led to 
angry feeling. A dispute with a Jew -—probably a disciple of 
Jesus—respecting baptism, brought matters to a crisis. He 
had, apparently, claimed for that of Jesus a higher power of 
cleansing from the guilt of sin than that of their Master. 
Irritated and annoyed, John’s followers returned aud told 
him how He “ who had been with him beyond Jordan, to 
whom he had borne witness, was baptizing, and that all men 
were now coming to Him.” The news only seemed to bring 
the grand humility of the Baptist more prominently than 
ever into view, and showed him to be above any selfish or 
petty thought; a man to whom the will of God was the 


abiding law. 


44 


He must increase,” said he, 


Cl 


but I must 


decrease, for He is the Christ, the Bridegroom. I rejoice 
greatly to hear His voice. He is from above, and, therefore, 
above all : I am only of the earth, and speak as such. He 
has received the testimony of heaven : He has the power of 
life and death: He is the beloved 6on, into whose hand the 


Father has committed all things.” 3 With this grand utter- 
ranee, John disappears into the gloom of a prison. He had 
been a “ lamp,” as Jesus calls him, 4 burning brightly in his 
day, but the Light of the world had now risen, and his light 
must erow dim and expire. 

o # r i * • • i 

John owed his imprisonment, to Herod Antipos, m whose 
territories he had sought safety, and the oppoi*tunity of 


1 John iii. 24. 
s John iii. 25-36. 
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carrying on his work in peace. The cause assigned before 
the people for his arrest, was that John had ventured to 
reprove Herod for his unlawful marriage with Herodias ; but 
political fears had, probably, in reality, more to do with it. 
Herod, with the crafty cunning for which Jesus afterwards 
spoke of him as “ the fox,” was afraid that John might turn 
his wide popularity to political account, and head a religious 
rising, perhaps like that of Judas the Galila?an, for all men 
seemed ready for anything he might advise. He held it, 
therefore, better, says Josephus, to anticipate any attempt at 
revolution, by imprisoning him, and, if needs were, by putting 
him to death, rather than lament a disturbance after it had 
broken out . 1 

Antipas, it seems, passed his time, now in Tiberias, then 
in Machaerus, on his southern border, in Perea. In him, the 
hierarchy and Rabbis at Jerusalem, impotent themselves, 
found an instrument to crush the unlicensed teacher who so 
freely condemned them, and had so great a hold upon the 
people. Pilate, ever fearful of any popular movement, may 
have demanded, at their crafty instigation, that action should 
be taken, and these influences, added to the apprehensions 
of Antipas himself, brought matters to a crisis. Sending 
a band of soldiers and police northwards to the Jordan, a 
distance of from six to eight hours, they apprehended the 
Baptist, perhaps by night, when the people were not astir, and, 
binding the defenceless man, hurried him off to the fortress 
Machaerus . 2 

This castle, known as “ the diadem,” 8 from its crown-like 
seat on the lofty rocks, and as “ the black tower,” lay on the 
east side of the Dead Sea, almost on a line with Bethlehem. 
It was the southern stronghold of Perea, as the Macedonian 
colony of Pella was the northern. Nature, herself, had here 
raised a stronghold, as she had that of Masada, on the other 
side of the Dead Sea, a little farther south. It lay above the 
deep gorge that divides the mountains of Abarim from the 
range of Pisgah, in the wild region where, from immemorial 
tradition, the Jews sought the grave of Moses. A few miles 
to the north, in a deep, rugged valley, lay Callirrhoe, famous 
for its warm baths, where the dying Herod had sought re¬ 
lief, and had nearly met his death. Its hot springs burst at 
one spot from the rocks in the bottom of the gorge, and, 
near them, others poured forth water of the iciest coldness, 
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while the hills round were in those days pierced with mines 
of sulphur and alum. The torrent of Zerka Ma’in, descend¬ 
ing between walls of basalt, and red, brown, and block vol¬ 
canic tuff, rushes through the ravine, over a channel of huge 
rocks, from the uplands of Perea to the east shore of the 
Dead Sea. At a short distance south, the Wady Z'gara runs 
east and west, in a profound gorg£, with precipitous sides, at 
6ome parts eight hundred feet high, cleaving its wild way, 
by leaps, down three thousand eight hundred feet, to the 
Dead Sea. A parallel valley succeeds, along the hollow of 
which ran the old Roman road, joining Machaerus with 
Callirrhoe, and with the great road from Petra to Damascus. 
Rising from this ravine, the long mountain ridge of Attaroth 
stretches, in heaped-np confusion, ten miles to the south¬ 
west, and on the highest point of this, where it sinks sheer 
down towards the Zerka Ma’in, the ruins of Machaerus, in 
great masses of squared stone, still overhang the gloomy 
depth below. At the foot of the isolated cliff on which the 
fortress was built, and separated from it by a deep and nar¬ 
row valley, not quite a mile across, lie the ruins of the town 
of Machaerus, covering more than a square mile, showing in 
the remains of a Temple of the Sun, that, along with the 
fanatical Jewish population, it must have had many heathen, 
that is, Greek or Roman citizens, who were allowed to prac¬ 
tise their idolatiy in peace. 

The first fortress had been raised here by Alexander Jan- 
nteus, 1 but it was afterwards destroyed by Gabinius, 2 in his 
war against Aristobulus. When Herod came to be king, 
however, his keen eye saw the strength of the position, and 
he determined to restore the castle as a frontier defence 
against the Arabs. Surrounding a large space with walls 
and towers, he built a city from which a path led up to the 
citadel, on the top of the hill. The citadel itself was at one 
end of a narrow ridge, nearly a mile in length from east to 
west, and formed a last retreat in case of attack, but it was 
not enough for his magnificent ideas. At the other end of 
the height, he raised a great wall, enclosing the summit of 
the hill, with towers two hundred feet high at the corners, 
and in the space thus gained built a grand palace, with rows 
of columns of a single stone a-piece, halls lined with many- 
coloured marbles, magnificent baths, and all the details of 
R oman luxury, not omitting huge cisterns, barracks, and 
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storehouses, with everything needed for defence in case of 
siege. The detached citadel was the scene of John’s impri¬ 
sonment ; a stern and gloomy keep, with underground 
dungeons, still visible, hewn down into the living rock. The 
fortress-palace, at the other end of the fortifications, at the 
time the residence of Antipas and his retainers, was merry 
with their revelry, but the dungeon of John lay in midnight 
darkness. From his windows Antipas had a magnificent 
view of the Dead Sea, the whole course of the Jordan, Jeru¬ 
salem, Hebron, the frowning fortress of Masada, the circle 
of Jordan, and the cliffs of Engedi, on the west, and of the 
mountains of Gilead, rising beyond the wild heights of Pis- 
gah, on the north ; but his captive, the child of the boundless 
wilderness, pined in perpetual night. 

Beneath this stronghold, perched on the top of the highest 
summit of the wild region, the vallevs sank in unscalable 

O * 

precipices, on three sides, to such a depth that Josephus is 
well-nigh excused for thinking that the eye could not reach 
their bottom. The fourth side was only a little less terrible. 
Wild desolation reigned far and near, but the hidden hollows 
of some of the gorges were luxuriant with palms, olives, and 
vines, and superstition believed that, among other wonders, 
there grew in them a plant, fiery red in colour, and shedding 
rays of flame in the evening, which had power to expel de¬ 
mons and heal diseases, though only to be pulled at the cost 
of life. Seetzen, a German traveller, who re-discovered the 
site in 1807, has left a vivid picture of the landscape round. 
Masses of lava, brown, red, and black, are varied with 
pumice stone, or black basalt, in huge broken masses, or 
perpendicular cliffs, resting on white limestone; and then, 
again, dark brown rocks—the iron-mountain of Josephus. 
The rushing stream beneath is overgrown with oleanders 
and date-palms, willows, poplars, and tall reeds, while hot 
sulphur springs gush from the clefts of the rocks, sending up 
a thick mist of steam. h 

In this wild, warlike place, lay John, cut off from the 
world, from Israel, and from the grand work of national 
regeneration of which he was the soul—in the midst of a 
population of soldiers, barbarians, Arabs, Idumeans, Amor- 
ites, and Moabites, who ran no risk of being infected by his 
words. Perhaps he was favoured beyond other prisoners by 
being brought from his underground vault, after a time, to 
some cell of the corner towers, to be near his captor. If so, 
he could look from his lonely height over the regions of the 
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Dead Sea and the Jordan, where the years of his desert con* 
secration, and the months of his great work, had been spent. 
Yet he was no mere shadow of the past, but still a living 
power. No strong hand had protected him ; no miracle had 
been vouchsafed by God for his deliverance, and there was 
no hope of a rescue by the people, however they might regrot 
him, or murmur at his fate. His prison, unapproachable on 
three sides, and reached, on the fourth, only by a bridle path, 
through numerous fortified gates, 1 made escape impossible. 
Nor could he hope to have support from any within the 
castle itself, for its motley population of Arabs, Edomites, 
and Moabites, cared nothing for the promises of Israel. 2 The 
sheikhs of the wandering tribes around went in and out, the 


troops of the garrison were reviewed and drilled, or lounged 
round the battlements, and the courtiers of the haughty 
Herodias flashed hither and thither in their bravery, through 
the town ; the hot springs of the valley, and the bracing air 
of the mountain-top, gave new tone to the nerves of the 
health-seekers frequenting them from all parts ; but the Bap¬ 
tist lay unheeded and helpless. Apart from political reasons, 
it was so healthy a place that Antipas might well be fond of 
it. “ Provisions,” says Josephus, “ remained good for a hun¬ 
dred years in the fortress of Masada, on the other side of 
the Dead Sea; for the air, at the great height of the castle, 
is purified from every earthy or hurtful exhalation.” 3 Yet 
there was no great bustle, for the place was too remote and 
secluded for much intercourse with it. 4 Ten thousand people 
lived in the town below, 5 but round John were only rough 
soldiery, drafted from the neighbouring tribes, and the 
attendants on Herod, of whom Jesus speaks as “ the people 
gorgeously apparelled, who lived delicately,” as became those 
in the courts of kings. 6 Yet the nation, with unbroken 


Yet the nation, with unbroken 


faith, kept watch outside the gates of the prison, and the 
breath of God still moved among them like the soft wind 
throug"h the leaves of summer. 

Antipas had laid hands on John with the intention of 
putting him to death, and there were those round him who 
grudged him each day’s life, but fear of the people kept “ the 
tox ” from his purpose, for a time, us a similar dread on the 


1 Hell. Jud., vii. 8. 3 ; compared with vi. 1. 4. 

* bell. Jud., vii. 6. 4. * Ant., xviii. 6. 1. 4 bell. Jud., vii. 8. 3. 

* Dell. Jud., vii. 6. 4. 2,000 men, equal, with women and children, to 

10,000 inhabitants. 
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part of the hierarchy at Jerusalem, afterwards protected 
Jesus. Yet his prison was no mere detention, for prisons in 
antiquity, and especially in the East, had no refinements of 
mercy. The words of Christ—“ They did to him whatsoever 
they pleased,” 1 are significant, and point to torture, insult, 
and ill-treatment. The spirit that called for the blind 
Samson to be brought from his prison, to make sport before 
the Philistine lords, was still in full vigour. 

But John, though defenceless, had a kingly divinity of 
truth and goodness, that, for a time, hedged him round from 
death. Brought before Antipas, once and again, to be shown 
off to the crowd at his table, he remained so completely 
himself, that the tyrant, for the moment, became the inferior 
of the helpless prisoner. Feeling how awful goodness is, he 
“ feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy 
man, and kept him closely ; and when he heard him he was 
very anxious, and heard him gladly.” 2 Even he, for the 
instant, looked towards God and heaven ! Uneasy conscience, 
superstition, a natural indisposition to violence, and the slow 
cruel delays of Eastern justice, left John alive. He was 
even allowed to have intercourse with some of his people, 

danger, and brought them to 


whose love braved personal 
his prison to visit him. Perhaps, as with St. Paul, when a 
prisoner at Caesarea, thirty years later, it was formally per¬ 
mitted that “ he should have liberty, and that none of his 
acquaintance should be forbidden to minister or come unto 
him; ” 3 or, very likely, the loose ways of the East, so dif¬ 
ferent from strict Roman practice, left access to him possible. 
His disciples came and went, 4 brought him news from the 
outer world, and told him of the preaching of the Kingdom, 
that had begun in Galilee—perhaps shared his imprisonment, 
in turn, listened to his instructions, and went forth on mes¬ 
sages connected with his great work. Antipas had, however, 
nothing to fear in all this, and the Baptist had as little to 
hope. His disciples had held badly together, since their 
head was taken from them. They clung firmly only to the 
external, ascetic side of his teaching, as might have been 
expected, striving to outdo the Pharisees in washings and 
fasts, and they went about sad, because the Bridegroom was 
taken from them. 5 Perhaps, some of them still preaehed 
the coming of the Kingdom, and baptized penitents, but the 


1 Matt. xvii. 12. 8 Mark vi. 20. Davidson's Tischendorf. 
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crowds fell off, in great part, after John’s imprisonment, 
and flocked to the new prophet, whom he himself had bap¬ 
tized. 1 

To men trained in Jewish ideas, there was much thot 
seemed strange and doubtful in the teaching that had thus 
superseded that of John. The works of Jesus were mighty, 
but His disciples did not fast. The Elijah-like sternness of 
the preaching in the wilderness of Judea, was not found in 
that of the shores of the Lake of Tiberias. There was no 
word of any open assumption of the office of Messiah, nor any 
signs of the approaching erection of a purified theocracy. 
There were no preparations for the triumph of Israel, and no 
symptoms of the wrath of God breaking forth on their 
oppressors. . As a Jew, John must have shared, more or less, 
in the universal belief of his nation, that, however pure, the 
kingdom of the Messiah was to be an earthly dominion over 
Israel, when it had been delivered from the polluting presence 
of the heathen, and had been marked, once more, as the 
people of God, under Him alone. The news he received 
seems to have made him almost waver in his belief in Jesus, 
as the Messiah thus expected, for the human mind in lone¬ 
liness, disappointment, and imperfect knowledge, is prone to 
read things by the dull light of the present, rather than by 
the evidence of the past. In moments of weakuess and 
despondency, it is easy to think that our whole life has been 
a dream, and our fondest hopes mere illnsions. The Gospels 
seem to point at such a momentary depression in the mind 
of Jolin. As if he had been lost in thought over what he 
had heard from his visitors, he sent to Jesus for a solution of 
his doubts. “ Now, when John heard in the prison of the 
works of the Christ, 2 for they had told him concerning all 
these things *-the miracle of the centurion’s servant, and 
of the young man just raised from the bier at Nain—“ having 
called unto him two of his disciples, he sent, through them, 
to the Lord, and said to Him, * Art Thou the Coming One, or 
must we look for another ? ’ And the men came to Him 
and said : ‘ John the Baptist has sent us unto Thee saying, 
“ Art Thou the Coming One, or must we look for another P ' ” 
In that hour He healed many of diseases, and plagues, and 
evil spirits ; and unto many blind He granted sight. And He 
answered, and said unto them, * Go and tell John what ye 
saw and heard, that the blind receive sight, tho lame walk, 

1 John iii. 20. * Matt. xL 2; Luke vii. 10. Davidson'* Tischeiuiorf. 
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the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and 

the poor have the Gospel preached nnto them; ’ ” and then 

“ and 

The 

whole answer showed a fulfilment of the words of Tsaiah re- 


He added, as if to bring John back from his doubts, 
blessed is he, whosoever shall not he offended, at Me. 


specting the Messiah, which must have sunk deep into the 
heart of one to whom that great prophet was an anticipatory 
Gospel. John would remember that in one place it was 


written 1 —“Your God will come and save you. 


Then the 


eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as a hart, 
and the toneme of the dumb sine:: ” and in another 2 —“The 
Spirit of the Lord God is upon me ; because the Lord hath 
anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek ; to bind 
up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound, to 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.’’ Jesus could 
have given him no proof more touching that He was indeed 
the Messiah. 

This was the summer of John’s captivity, but the winter 
was fast approaching. Antipas, and, perhaps, Herodias, and 
the local court around them, were curious to see and hear the 
man who had played so great a part. At first, mere idle 
curiosity, like that which afterwards made him anxious to 
see Jesus,*—though he ended his interview by “ setting Him 
at nought and mocking Him,”—made him have John brought 
before him. Perhaps the mingled motives which led Agrippa 
II., Berenice, and Drusilla, to have Paul brought into their 
presence, 4 led to the Baptist being called into the palace. To 
hear anything unpleasant from one in their power was not to 
be imagined. The sight of him would break the monotony 
of an afternoon, and give something to talk about for the 


evening 


But he was no man for royal halls. 


Life 


was 


too real for him to deal in smooth-tongued flatteries and deceits. 
He made an impression on the court, though it was far too 
proud and trifling to think of anything so vulgar as repent¬ 
ance. Like St. Paul before Felix and Drusilla, but in quite 
another mode, he was a preacher of righteousness, temperance, 
and judgment, though in bonds. “ It is not lawful for thee 
to have thy brother’s wife,” 5 said the fearless man,—in the 
grand superiority of religious zeal,—to him who had his life 


1 Isa. xxxt. 4, 5. 

4 Acts xxiv. 24 ; xxv. 31 
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in his hands. Perhaps Antipas had wished to know what he 
must do to secure an interest in the approaching political 
kingdom of God, and was, thus, urged to prove his sincerity 
by breaking off a life of sin. In the reproof, John set himself 
on the firm footing of the Mosaic Law/ which bound Herod, 
as a Jewish prince; though the cowardly silence of tho 
hierarchy had allowed him to trample it under foot at his 
will, without censure. “ Herodias,” says Josephus, “ took 
upon her to confound the laws of our country, and, having 
divorced herself from her husband while he was alive, married 
Herod (Antipas), her husband’s brother by the father’s 
side.” 2 The Law had repeatedly forbidden marriage with a 
living brother’s wife, threatening it with childlessness, as a 
grievous scandal, and making no difference between brothers 
and half-brothers. In the case of Antipas the transgression 
was the greater, as John saw and pointed out, for his mar¬ 
riage had only been effected by adultery on the part of both 
wife and husband. Moreover, it had been brought about by 
the most heartless outrage on the hospitality of a brother. 
To make the whole more revolting, Herodias was the niece 
of Antipas ; bjit it was not needed that John should touch on 
this relationship between them, for the Law did not take 
notice of it, and the Herod family had long disregarded such 
objections. 

The disgraceful story dated back to the first or second 
year of Pilate. In the year 20, or, more probably, 27, s the 
whole family of the Herods had gathered together to a feast 
in Jerusalem. To this act of piety, as it was held, they had 
given a still higher value, in public opinion, by their action 
in a matter which lay near the heart of a population zealous 
for the Law. To prevent an insurrection, Pilate, in the year 
26, had reluctantly withdrawn the standards with their 
supposed idolatrous emblems, set up before the Castle 
Antonia. But his offended pride had not forgotten the 
humiliation, and he, now, to efface the remembrance of it, 
had hung votive tablets on the palace in Zion. They were 
golden shields, dedicated to Tiberius, like those everywhere 
suspended in the temples, in honour of the gods, as acknow* 
ledgment of some deliverance, or signal blessing in health or 
fortune, received at their hands. They got their name from 
having been vowed beforehand, in case a divine favour 

1 Lev. xviii. 16; xx. 21. Deut. xxv. 6. * Ant., xviii. 5.4. 
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earnestly desired, should be vouchsafed. On those he now 
introduced, Pilate inscribed only his own name and that of 
Tiberius, but the Jews denounced them as ^idolatrous, and 
raised a great clamour for their removal. The letter of 
the Law might not condemn them, but they had homage 
paid them, like altars, and, hence, were an abomination. 
The four sons of Herod took up the defence of the Law, thus 
outraged in spirit, and on Pilate referring the matter to the 
Emperor, to escape a second humiliation, a deputation was 
sent off to Rome. It happened that Antipas also had 
business at Rome 1 at the time, and as he set out on it 
now, the people saw in his journey a further proof of his 
piety, as they never doubted he had gone in support of their 
cause. But he had adultery in his heart while affecting zeal 
for religion. 

o 

Among the members of the Herod family present at the 
family feast was Herod Boethos, the son of Herod the Great 
and the second Mariamne, the famous Jerusalem beauty of 
her day, whose father, an Alexandrian Jew, Herod had raised 
to the high priesthood, in honour of the alliance with his 
daughter. This Herod Boethos had married Herodias, the 
grand-daughter of his father and the first Mariamne, and 
daughter of Aristobulus, one of Mariamne’s murdered sons. 

O ' 

The uncle had thus married the niece, but this was nothing 
strange in the Herods. When Antipas came to Jerusalem, 
to the feast, Herod Boethos made him his guest, as his half- 
brother. Never was hospitality worse repaid. 

The fair, impetuous, ambitious Herodias presently made 
a complete conquest of the weak, unprincipled Antipas. He 
soon found himself entangled in an intrigue with the wife of 
his hospitable brother, though he had long been married to 
the daughter of a powerful neighbour, Aretas, king of the 
Nabateans, whose dominions were conterminous with his own 
on the south, with Petra for capital. Herodias had been 
married, by her grandfather Herod, to Herod Boethos, or 
Herod Philip, as he was also called, now a man approaching 
fifty, to mitigate the misfortunes of her family, left father¬ 
less by his cruel murder of his son Aristobulus. She had 
had, as her only child, a daughter, Salome, now married to 
Philip, tetrarch of Iturea, the brother of Antipas, who was 
a man in middle life ; Herodias, herself, being a woman of 
thirty-four or thirty-five, or perhaps, some years older. 1 
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Divine and human laws have seldom been more shamelessly 
violated than by Antipas, while he was playing the part, in 
public, of a zealous defender of religion. The vice of Herodias 
ran in her veins with the blood of Herod and of his sister 
Salome, for their worst qualities were revived in her nature. 
Her husband, who had once been named as Herod’s heir, but 
had been blotted from the will when his mother was detected 
in the plot of Bagoas the eunuch, seems to have led an idle 
and insignificant life as a private man, much to the discontent 
of his imperious, ambitious wife. She was ready, therefore, 
to intrigue with a crowned prince, though her brother-in-law, 
and promised to come to him, as soon as he returned from 
Rome. It was agreed, however, that Antipas should first 
divorce his wife, the daughter of Aretas. 

Antipas set off to Rome with this arrangement. It was to 
be carried out as soon as he came back again to his palace at 
Tiberias, though he, doubtless, looked for trouble in effecting 
his divorce from the daughter of the Nabatean king. To 
his satisfaction, however, she had spared him any difficultv. 
The treachery which, from of old, prevailed in the courts 
of the Herods, had revealed her husband’s relations to 
Herodias, and she resolved to leave him. She asked no more 
than permission to visit the border fortress, Machnerus, which 
had formerly belonged to the Herods, but, at the time, was 
in her father’s hands, perhaps as the purchase price, in Eastern 
fashion, of his daughter. Its hot springs were in great 
repute as a health resort. Aretas at once took steps to carry 
her farther off. Conducted by Arab sheikhs, she was led 
to her family palace at Petra, nnd her father declared the 
marriage annulled. Antipas received Machaerns back; 1 
whether by treaty, craft, or force, is not known. Perhaps 
the Arab feared the tetrarch, as one high in the Emperor’s 
favour; perhaps Antipas exchanged the fortress for other 
concessions. In any case, the peace was not disturbed for 
the time, and Herodias left her husband, and came to the 
palace at Tiberias. 

The whole shameful transaction had been carried out in 
the very region of John’s earlier ministrations, and had, 
doubtless, created a great sensation in the districts nearest 
the Arab kingdom. Public policy felt it a mistake to 
have repudiated the daughter of a dangerous neighbour; 
the Law and its representatives denounced as a crirnq the 
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marriage with a brother’s wife. Even in his own family, 
the hateful marriage, with its double adultery, wrought 
division, cutting Antipas off from all his blood. It was 
the weak point of his otherwise cautious reign, which had 
guarded against offending the religious sensitiveness of the 

O ^ o 

people, and it left his frontiers exposed to the anger of 
A rotas, in revenge for the insult . 

It is possible that a matter so widely mooted among tlio 
people, may have been referred to by John before he was 
carried off to Machaerus. But the Gospels inform us, that 
the fearless man reproved Herod respecting it, face to face, 
perhaps before all his court. If he had been brought for a 
show, and let loose this shaft at the sleeping conscience of 
Antipas, before his partner in guilt and the gay parasites 
round, no scene could have been more dramatic. But the 
man who had spoken such words could not be allowed to 
live. Herodias was determined he should pay for his rash¬ 
ness with his life, and lost no opportunity of working on 
Antipas to give the command for his execution. 

The bitter fruits of the marriage were already springing 
up, to poison the tetrarch’s remaining years. The curse 
of childlessness, 1 denounced by the Law on such a crime, 
was fulfilling itself. The father of his repudiated wife 
threatened war for the insult to his daughter, and Antipas 
was engrossed by efforts to prepare for it, if he could not 
prevent it. Long, fierce wrangling passed, after a time, 
into open hostility, and Antipas was so shamefully defeated 
that he had to appeal to the Emperor for aid, and kept his 
throne, for the time, only by his support. Perhaps Jesus 
referred to this uneasy time when He asked, “ What king, 
going to make war against another king, will not first 
sit down and consult whether he is able, with 10,000, to 
meet him that comes against him with 20,000 ? Otherwise, 
while he is yet a great way off, having sent an embassy, he 
asks conditions of peace.” 2 To make his position still more 
unhappy, John had touched his conscience to the quick by 
his reproofs. Should he put him to death, and thus, at 
once, avenge such a liberty with one who wore the purple, 
md bring to an end all fear of political trouble, through the 
bold man’s influence on the people ? Herodias sedulously 
kept alive the struggle in her husband’s breast, between 
conscience and fear, and passion and pride. She herself was 
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doubly touched, for John had recalled her violation of her 
first duty as a wife, and the ghastly fact that she had been 
the virtual seducer of him whom she now had in her power. 
But Anti pas, for once, would not give way to the murderous 
wish of Herodias. He spared the Baptist's life, protected 
him from the snares of his unscrupulous enemy, and even 
made his imprisonment bearable, as far as was possible. It 
was no friendly feeling, however, that moved him thus, but 
the involuntary homage of even a bad nature to the unbend¬ 
ing truth and moral grandeur of his prisoner—a homage, 
akin to fear—which made him tremble hereafter at the 


report of the miracles of Jesus, in the belief that it was 
John risen from the grave, clothed with the supernatural 
powers of the other world. 1 

“ Herod, though in his palace, surrounded with his royal 
guards, feared him. He knew the Baptist was stronger than 
he, for truth is mighty, and mightily prevaileth: and being 
already conscious of his offendings, and haviug enough to 
do to keep down the voices of crime and transgression within 
him, he feared this righteous man, whose words gave such 
edge to his self-accusations, such point to his remorse. Un¬ 
armed, the Baptist daunted him more than an army of men, 
an embattled city, or a fenced tower, or any other source of 
physical and outward force. It reminds me of the saying 
of the first James, when Knox’s daughter came to petition 
for her husband Welsh’s pardon. The monarch asked her 
who she was; she replied, ‘ The daughter of John Knox/ 
‘Knox and Welsh/ said he, ‘that is a fearful conjunction of 


bloods. And had your father any sons? ’ ‘No, only three 


daughters.’ ‘ Had liis three daughters been three sons,’ said 
the conscience-stricken monarch, ‘4 would ill have brinked ’ 


(enjoyed) ‘ my three kingdoms in peace. He may return, if 
ho will consent never to preach again.’ ‘ Sooner than he 
should consent to that,’ said the godly and heroic woman, 
‘ I would kep ’ (catch as it fell from the block) ‘ his bloody 
head here/—stretching out the matronal apron in which she 

was attired.” 2 


That Antipas thus stood between his prisoner and the 
Jezebel who thirsted for his death, and even protected him, 
in a wild border district where human life was held in no 


regard, was a noble tribute to the greatness of John, for 
none but a lofty soul could have made such an impression 
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on the weak, selfish, sensual, knavish being, in whose prison 
he lay, or could have roused, even in such a nature, whatever 
it had of good, to a struggle with overpowering evil. It was, 
almost, the raisins; of a son of Abraham from the stones of 
the wilderness. The tyrant’s alarm and want of resolution, 
his consciousness of guilt and involuntary awe, fenced round 
the life of the Baptist for the time, till the furious woman, 
whose dismissal John had demanded, after vainly trying to 
gain her end by wild revenge, reached it, at last, by craft. 

Antipas had had the good fortune, by no means common 
with the vassals of Tiberius, to keep his throne for over 
thirty years, and, like his father, 1 had been accustomed to 
celebrate the anniversary of his accession, each summer, by a 
banquet. 3 The time for this had now returned, and an invi¬ 
tation to a grand festivity on the occasion was given to 
the officers in attendance at Machaerus, the sheikhs of the 
neighbouring tribes, and the 
including the lords, chief captains, and first men of Galilee. 3 
Persius, the Roman satirist, has left us a notice of such a 
feast on the “Herod’s day,” of some of the family, perhaps 
of Antipas. 4 He shows xls the palace windows brilliantly 
illuminated and hung with garlands of flowers; the tables 
spread with every ostentation of luxury, and the wine flowing 
freely. On this occasion, the mirth and rejoicing ran high. 
Herodias, herself, was not present, 5 for it is not the custom 
even now, in the East, for the women to take part in the 
festivities of men. But to do honour to the day, and to the 


high society within reach, 


company 


her daughter Salome, the childless wife of the 


tetrarch Philip, had broken through the rule of strict seclusion 
from the other sex, and had condescended, though a princess, 
and the daughter of kings, to dance before Antipas and his 
guests. The dancing then in vogue both in Rome and the 
provinces, from its popularity under Augustus, was very 
like that of our modern ballet. The dancer did not speak, 
but acted some story by gestures, movements, and attitudes, 

to the sound of music. Masks were used in all cases, to 

* 

conceal the features, but the other parts of the body, especially 
the hands and arms, were called into action, and a skilful 
pantomimist could express feelings, passions, and acts, with 
surprising effect. The subjects of the dance were always 
mythological, and thus, an abhorrence to strict Jews, as 


1 Ant., xv. 11. 6. 

5 Antipas entered on his reign not before August, B.c. 4. 

* Mark vi. 22. 4 Pen. Sat., v. 180-184. 4 Mark vi. 24. 
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essentially heathen. The dress of the performer, like that 
of the dancers in our ballet, was planned to show the beauty 
of the figure to the greatest advantage, though it varied with 
the characters represented. In the days of Antipas there 
never was more than one dancer at a time, even when tko 
piece introduced both sexes. Women did not perform thus 
in public, in these earlier times of the empire, but, as in the 

case of Salome, they did not scruple to act at the private 
parties of the great. * 

Salome’s ballet was a great snccess. The revellers wore 
charmed, and the weak head of Antipas, perhaps made weaker 
by wine, was fairly turned. He could not give away the 
humblest village without permission from Tiberius, but, 
forgetful of this, he vowed, in true Eastern exaggeration, 
to do anything the dancer asked ; if it were to give her half of 
his kingdom. Seizing the chance, she was yet too cautious 
to speak off hand, but retired to consult her mother. 
Herodias, clutching the opportunity, had no hesitation in 
her answer—“ Ask the head of John the Baptist.” Returning 
at once, she made the bloody request. Chagrined at the 
advantage taken of him, and alarmed at its probable results, 
he yet had not the moral courage to refuse it. His honour, 
he fancied, was compromised, for he had put himself in 
Salome’s power, before the company. Motioning, therefore, 
to a soldier of the guard, he commanded him to bring John’s 
head. There was no warning given: the entrance of the 
messenger was the signal for execution, and the head was 
presently brought in on a salver and given to Salome, who 
took it out as a welcome present to her mother. The muti¬ 
lated body, cared for by loving disciples, was, perhaps the 
same night, laid in a tomb . 8 

It is a weird and ghastly story, but one quite in keeping 
with the almost grotesquely horrible incidents recorded of 
the half barbarous courts of the East, and even of that of 
Rome, in this savage age. Herodotus tells the story of the 
demand made by Amestris, wife of Xerxes, on a birthday 
festival of her husband, that he should give up the wife of 
Masistes to her jealous rage, and how, on her persisting, he 
fancied he could not, on that day, refuse. No entreaty of 
the unfortunate prince could avail for his wife, whom he 
loved; Xerxes having once commanded her to be given up 

1 Winer, and Bibel Ln , Art. Tam. Diet, of Antiq. Art. Pantomimut. 

* Mark vi. 22, 29. DavicUvn's Tiechendorf. 
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to her rival. Nor is the grim parallel to the fury of Herodias 
wanting, for the spearmen of Xerxes were forthwith sent by 
the frantic Amestris, and cut her rival to pieces, throwing 
her in fragments to the dogs. 1 k 

O ( . _ 

In the year B.c. 53, after the battle of Karrha, the Parthian 
King, Orodes, was celebrating the marriage of his son Paco- 
rus, when the actor who played the part of Agave, in the 
Bacchse of Euripides, brought in the half wasted head of 
Crassus on the stage, and the chorus repeated, with loud, 
triumphant rejoicing, the well-known strophe 


We bring from the mountain, 

Borne to our home, 

The royal booty, the bleeding sport.” * 


Nor was Rome itself less savage. Caligula often had men 
put to torture before his guests at his feasts, 3 and swordsmen, 
skilled in beheading, amused the table by cutting off the 
heads of prisoners brought in from their dungeons, to 
show their dexterity. At a public feast at Rome, he ordered 
the executioner to strike off the hands of a slave, accused of 
having taken a silver plate from one of the couches, and 
made the poor wretch go round and round the tables with 
his hands hanging on his breast from a cord round his 
neck, a board being carried before him, inscribed with his 
offence. 

After the death of the Baptist, Amtipas returned to Ti¬ 
berias, haunted by the remembrance of his victim. 4 Salome 
'went back to her elderly husband, who had already built a 
tomb for himself, in Julias Bethsaida, and did not long 
survive his marriage. 111 Salome, left a widow, once more 
returned to her mother. 

The marriage had been a speculation of Herodias, who 
hoped thus to get hold of the territory of her neighbour 
and son-in-law. But the scheme failed, for the tetrarchy 
was forthwith incorporated with the province of Syria. - An- 
tipas, however, still hankered after it, and turned wistful 


1 Herod., ix. 108-112. 

3 Mommsen's Ron. G., vol. iii. p. 335. See also Maspero’s Histoire 
Ancienne , p. 437, for the Assyrian King Assurbanipal banqueting in a 
ball in which a mil's head is hung up. It is on a tablet in the British 

Museum. 

• Caligula was born a.d. 12. Put to death a.d. 41. He was thus bom 
only 10 yearsafter Jesus Christ. 

* Matt. xiv. 1. 
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eyes towards it from liis palace at Tiberias, till, at last, it 
lnred him and Herodias to ruin. 

“ The Baptist had done the Almighty good service—he 
had not turned back, on any occasion, from his perilous duty 
—he had kept his Nazarite ritual, both in body and spirit, 
sustaining the one upon the simplest meat, and the other 
upon the hardest conditions. The Almighty heard tho 
voice which he spoke always for His well-belored Son; He 
saw that he spoke truth, and held his integrity steadfast 
unto the end. And, perceiving in His servant such noble 
and excellent qualities, He resolved to perfect him for a high 
place in heaven, and so directed his footsteps to the fiery 
furnace of a court, that the temper of his truth and piety 
might be purified manifold. And in the fiery furnace Ho 
walked with His servant, so that his spirit was not harmed; 
and having thus annealed his nature to the utmost which 
this earth could do, He took him hastily away, and placed 
him among the glorified in heaven.” 1 


1 Irving’s John the Baptist. Works, vol. ii. p. 180. 



CHAPTER XXYH. 


THE TEMPTATION. 

T HE baptism of Jesus in the Jordan, and His consecration 

immediately after by the Holy Spirit, were the close 
of His private, and the inangnration of His public, life. 
Hitherto He had been the nnknown and obscure villager of 
Nazareth: henceforth He entered on His Divine mission as 
the Messiah, or “ Anointed ” of God. The beginning of His 
ministry, and the heavenly equipment needed to sustain 
Him in it, are always referred, by the Apostles themselves, 
to this supreme occasion. With them, His commission, and 
special endowment for His mighty work, dated from His 
baptism. “ Ye know,” says St. Peter,“ what was spoken 
of throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee, after the 
baptism which John preached, concerning Jesus of Nazareth, 
that God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit, and with 
power; who went about doing good, and cnring all that 
were overpowered by the devil, for God was with Him.” 1 
A mysterious dignity imparted by this heavenly “ anoint¬ 
ing,” filled Him, consciously, with supernatural powers He 
had not hitherto displayed, and raised Him from the sub¬ 
ordinate and passive life of Nazareth, to the high office of 
“Messenger of the Covenant,” “the Messiah promised to 
the fathers.” 

In the thirty years of His life in Nazareth, Jesus had done 
no miracles, and had assumed no authority or public standing 
as a teacher. On the contrary, He had so withdrawn into 
the shade of a studied obscurity, and conformed to the daily 
life of those around, that no one, apparently, suspected Him 
to be more than the humble villager He seemed. 

The baptism in the Jordan, with its mysterious accompa¬ 
niments—the Heavenly Dove and the Voice of God—marked 
the dividing line in His life. With such credentials, and 


1 Acts x. 37, 38. Davidson's Tischendorj. 
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such endowments, His call as the Messiah was no longer 
doubtful. We know nothing of His spiritual history while 
at Nazareth, beyond the fact that His thoughts expanded 
with His years, for His “keeping on increasing in wisdom ” 1 
can mean nothing less. Presentiments must have often risen 
in His mind, but He may have had no assurance that they 
were trustworthy—for His Divine nature is a mystery—till 
formally “ anointed with the Holy Spirit, and with power.” 
After His baptism, 2 we can readily fancy Him, during His 
stay at the Jordan, listening intently to the preaching of 
John, and watching the excited multitudes, till the convic¬ 
tion forced itself upon Him, that the Law could no longer 
be the channel of salvation to the sin-stricken, repentant 
crowds. The gift of the Spirit, and the words of tl»6 Heavenly 
Voice, would confirm this conviction, and make it for ever 
certain that the path into which John was introducing his 
converts, could not, of itself, lead to the fulness of truth 
and abiding peace of heart. The opened heavens revealed a 
new relation of God to man, which must be proclaimed ; and 
in the holy symbol of the dove—the pledge in Noah’s day 
that wrath had turned to mercy—the chosen emblem of the 
Spirit of God, a vivid lesson was given that peace could be 
won back to the troubled soul, and the soul itself renewed, 
only by the soft and gentle influence of heavenly grace. Set 
apart, by so august a consecration, as God’s anointed, the 
regeneration of the race, and the reconciliation of enrth and 
heaven, were henceforth entrusted to His hands. He had, 
till now, been silent; but forthwith began to proclaim that 
the kingdom of God was no longer, as John had taught, near 
at hand, but had already come, 3 and at once assumed and 
exercised the highest kingly authority, as its Head ; 4 work¬ 
ing miracles as a proof of His superhuman dignity ; 5 bearing 
Himself in the Temple as in His Father’s House ; fl discours¬ 
ing, as the Messiah, with Nicodemus. 7 He even took to 
Himself, from this time, the name of “ The Son of Man ” 8 
derived from the vision of the Messiah in the Book of 
Daniel,® and universally accepted from that source, as the 
symbol of Messianic rank. His baptismal consecration was 
forthwith followed by His taking His place as king in the 
uew theocracy; ruling, and legislating, and displaying all 

1 Luke ii. 52. * Acte i. 38. See Ewald’s Chris tut , pp. 255 ff. 

* John iii. 5. 4 John i 51. 4 John ii 1. 4 John ii. 13. 

I John iii. 1. • John i. 51. * Dan. vii. 13. 
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kingly power and dignity, henceforth, as the Messiah of God 

Himself Divine. 

His baptism was, thus, the birth-hour of Christianity. 
Crowds sunk in national and spiritual degradation, thronged 
the banks of the Jordan, roused by the new Elias to a sense 
of their wants, but left to expectancy for their future satis¬ 
faction. They longed for a last needful word, but John was 
anable to add it. He could speak of the approach of the 
Kingdom of God, but he was only its herald, and could not 
act as its head, for the Messiah, who was to give it life and 
form, was yet to come. His work was a mighty movement, 
with no adequate end : his converts a mighty host, without a 
watchword ; his exhortations excited a deep yearning, which 
they left unsatisfied. Such a spectacle must have stirred the 
soul of Jesus to its lowest depths. Even before His instal¬ 
lation as the Messiah, He must have pondered the condition 
of His people, and longed, with all the love of His Divine 
nature, to heal their troubles. It must have been so even 
in Nazareth. The investiture at the Jordan only stamped 
with heavenly approval the purposes that had been ripening 
in His breast from His earliest years. We cannot think of 
one like Jesus, so profoundly religious, and so divinely com¬ 
passionate, as at any time indifferent to the supreme question 
of the reconciliation of man to God. The days and nights 
passed, in later years, in solitary prayer, in the wilderness 
or in the mountains, were, doubtless, only the repetition of 
far earlier communings with His Father, and with His own 
soul. But the Divine certainty ; the imperative signal, that 
He should rise and gird Himself to the mighty task of win¬ 
ning back the world to God ; the awful summons for which 
He waited with hushed stillness, He first read in the sights 
and revelations of the Jordan baptism. The heavenly con¬ 
secration was the Divine sanction of His long-clierished but 


dimly realized purpose. The accompaniments of His baptism 
made Him the head of the new spiritual theocracy, and laid 
on Him the burden of giving Himself wholly to its establish¬ 
ment. 

Everything around corroborated the indications of the 
heavenly vision. The events predicted as inaugurating the 
advent of the Messiah, were realizing themselves before Him, 
for had not Elias come again, in the person of John, and had 
not the nation consecrated itself, in preparation for the Mes¬ 
siah ? He, only, was wanting, whom the times themselves 
could not give: the Coming One, who should set up, in its 
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fulness, the Divine Kingdom already begun. No wonder 
that John, as he daily announced both the Kingdom and the 
Messiah, with unwavering faith, and searched each group 
that came before him, in hopes of finding, at last, the chosen 
of God, fixed his eyes with a settled and clear conviction on 
Jesus, as Him for whom he was looking. The attitude of the 
Baptist towards Him, was a corroboration of all the rest. 
His own consciousness of being the Kternal Son of God; the 
spectacle before Him; the longings of His pity and holv 
love; the wants of the times; and, above all, the voice and 
sign from Heaven, made it clear, that “ lowly in heart ” as 
He was, He was nevertheless the Messiah. 


The earliest chapters of the Gospels show with what 
majestic fulness and dignity the Saviour rose to the height 
of this great commission. Recognising John as a noble 
servant of God, He yet took His place, from the first, above 


him. John stayed behind in his Jewish limitations, leaving 
the great work imperfect, but Jesus from the beginning 
stood a King over the souls of men, dispensing promises, 
scattering heavenly gifts, calming fears, satisfying the crav¬ 
ings of the heart, raising an invisible and deathless kingdom 
in the human spirit, and bearing Himself as, at once, God 


and man. 


It is, of course, wholly beyond us to conceive the mental 
struggleimplied in such a position, when it first opened before 
our Lord. It committed Him to meet and overcome the 
Prince of Darkness ; t-o bear the sins of the world, ns the 
spotless Lamb of God; to withstand the opposition nnd 
hatred of men, their indifference, mockery, misconception, 
and insensibility of heart; to endure, in fact, the life, and at 
last to die the death, of a martyr. Still more, it opened 
before Efim an awful isolation as the one Holy Being in a 
sinful world; a fact which might well fill a nature like His, 
of trembling sensibility and loving tenderness, with over¬ 
powering emotion. No wonder it is said He was driven 
by the Spirit into the wilderness. The mind needs calmly 
to survey the ground, and gird itself up to its task, planning 
its efforts, and guarding against failure, before entering on 
any great enterprise, and He was “ in all things like His 
brethren.” It is in retirement, and sacred communion with 
God and one’s own soul, that we refresh ourselves for our 
greatest tasks. It was in the solitudes of the mountains 
that Moses prepared himself for the work of creating a 
people for God. The Baptist came from the wilderness to 
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enter on liis work as a Reformer; and St. Paul, after his 
conversion, secluded himself for three years, no one knows 
whither, to make ready for his commission to the nations. 
The wilderness, with its sacred quiet and seclusion, .was 
alone fitted for the retirement of Jesus. 

To what part He withdrew Himself is not stated, but 
St. Mark adds the vivid note that He was “ with the wild 
beasts,” 1 which excludes the idea of even scattered human 
population. In this vast and lonely chamber of meditation 
and prayer He remained for forty days, in intense concen¬ 
tration of soul on the work before Him. To be alone was to 

have everv thought rise in turn : to have human weakness 

«/ 

plead for indulgence, and human fears counsel safety. Nor 
could He escape graver trials. The Prince of Darkness had, 
doubtless, often before attempted to overcome Him, for “He 
was tempted in all points like as we are.” 2 It was meet that 
the Anointed of God should be put to the test. The struggles 
through which the soul comes to clearness, power, and 
decision, are themselves temptations, for they imply that 
the mind has not yet emerged into the calmness of settled 
triumph. We cannot conceive of Jesus escaping suggestions 
to have entertained which would have been fatal. Tempta¬ 
tions must needs enter the firmest and holiest soul, else it 
cannot be said to be tempted at all. They are the more in¬ 
evitable the greater the task to be undertaken, and serve 
the high end of separating it from possible error. To let 
Satan do his worst was the needful preliminary to the final 
overthrow of his kingdom, for success or failure at the first 

u * 

step determined the future. 

The specific temptations recorded in the Gospels belong to 
the last days of our Lord’s seclusion, for, as the culmination of 
Satan’s assaults, they were subtly reserved till nature was 
well-nigh exhausted, and the power of resistance weakest. 
But, though critical hours in life may justly be regarded 
as especially times of temptation, an existence, like ours, 
which is a constant choice between good and evil, is, through¬ 
out, a probation. We know little of the spiritual world, and 
cannot say how far our actions are determined for evil by 
ourselves, or how far active Satanic influences may affect us; 
for, as in our better, so in our guilty acts, the mind is con¬ 
scious of a deliberate freedom of will. Like Adam, we feel 
that we are “ sufficient to have stood, though free to fall.” 


1 Mark i. 13. 


a Heb. iv. 15. 
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Our character is but the stamp on our souls of the free 
choice of good or evil we have made through life. From 
childhood to the grave, the road is open to us all, on either 
side, from the straight path of right. Nor are the only 
failures those of open act. The soul is, in itself, a world, 
and evil thoughts count as acts with the Eternal, if not at 
once repelled. Yet they must rise at every moment, for 
the choice of right implies freedom to choose the opposite. 
Milton is true to nature when he makes Satan tell the 


Saviour that he had heard the angels* song at Bethlehem, 
and— 


“ From that time seldom have I censed to eye 
Thy infancy, thy childhood, aud thy youth, 

Thy manhood last, though yet in private bred.” 1 


“ He was a child, and grew in the grace and faculties 
of His nature, like another child, into mature manhood, 
struggling with the temptations, and spoiling the tempters 
of each stage of life.” 2 The probation of the desert was 
only an outburst, more than usually violent, of that which 
had attended Him, all through, as a condition of His 

humanity. 

There are, however, supreme moments of trial, victory in 
which decides the colour of our life, and breaks the force of 
future temptations in the same directions, and such was that 
of the wilderness retirement. It is part of the discipline of 
God, to make His servants perfect through suffering, and 
the Son of Man, the ideal of humanity, could not be made 
an exception. Retirement was indispensable for preparation. 
He needed to survey His great commission in all its aspects, 
to determine the course to be pursued in carrying it out, 
and realize the difficulties and dangers He had to expect. 
The transition from the life of Nazareth—private, calm, con¬ 
templative, unknown, industrious in a lowly vocation—to 
that of a public teacher, and, still more, of the Messiah sent 
from God, raised a multitude of thoughts which hurried Him 
away to solitude, and made Him forget, for the time, even 
the wants of nature. 

In this commotion of the bosom, conflicting resolutions 
and courses must have readily been suggested. Even 
in the Scriptnrcs, opposite characteristics of the Messiah 
might 6ecm to present themselves. The future Saviour was 


1 Par. Regained, iv. 607-509. 

• Irving on the Temptation, Work*, vol. ii. p. 194. 
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pictured in one page as triumphing ; in another, as lowly 
and suffering. Man was to earn his bread by the sweat of 
his brow, but Israel had been fed with manna, miraculously 
supplied. Angels were promised to protect the servants of 
God, but it was forbidden to tempt the Divine goodness. 
The world was promised to the friend of God, and on the 
other hand, the mark of true godliness was humility. 1 

Moreover, had not Moses been appointed by God as the 
Lawo-iver of Israel ? Had not the constitution of the nation 

o 

as a theocracy, with its Temple service and sacrifices, been 
divinely instituted ? Had not a chosen priesthood been set 
apart by God, and were not the promises of life and pros¬ 
perity linked with the observance of the Mosaic Law P Was 
not the promised Saviour described in Scripture as a Royal 
Hero, who would restore the glory and power of the House 
of David, and as a Conqueror and Ruler of the nations ? 

Such thoughts must not only have raised temptations and 
disturbance in the mind of Jesus : they necessitated His 
breaking away utterly from the traditional interpretation of 
Scripture current in His day, and forced Him to take a posi¬ 
tion of direct antagonism, as regarded it, to the whole body 
of the Rabbis, and of the dominant Jewish schools. There 
was, thus, no other way than to separate Himself in spirit from 
the theocracy, and prepare for a life and death struggle with 
the ecclesiastical authorities of the nation. He must take a 
position, inconceivably painful to a lowly and pure soul like 
His, exposing Himself to the appearance of sinning against 
God, and of wilful disobedience to His ordained representa¬ 
tives. On the one hand, He had before Him the allurements 
of a career of success and honour, with wealth, power, and 
fame; on the other, He would be branded as criminal and 
blasphemous, and gain only shame, poverty, and death. But 
through all these clouds, His spirit, like the sun, held on in 
its triumphant course, to emerge in full glory, and scatter 
them from its path. 

It was clear that the theocracy had served its day, and 
could not be made the vehicle of the great work Jesus was 
to inaugurate. Religion had outgrown it, and demanded 
.something loftier, more spiritual and more universal, and 
this Jesus had come to supply. Instead of forms and out¬ 
ward precepts, He was about to announce the grand con- 

1 Deut. viii. 3. Pa. xci. 11. Deut. vi. 16. Gen. xvii. 6. Deut. vi. 13 ; 
x. 12, 20 ; xiii. 4. 

28 
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ccption of a new Kingdom of God—a kingdom in which the 
heart would be supreme. Winning that over to God and holi¬ 
ness, he would, by it, transform man into the imago of God, 
and earth into that of heaven. His reign was to bo that of 
holy love in the breast, instead of a worthless service of rite 9 
and forms. The grandeur of such an ideal it is impossible 
adequately to realize. Till then, outward priesthoods, local 
temples, the slaying of sacrifices, pompous rites and cere¬ 
monial law had been deemed essential. But the.consecration 
of Jesus as the Messiah, not of the Jews alone, but of 
mankind, made the whole obsolete, as incompatible with a 
universal religion. No wonder His soul was well-nigh over¬ 
powered. He must stand alone against the world; must 
pass sentence on all its religious wisdom, and must create 
a new world of spiritual thought. The grand originality of 
soul which this required, if we may use the word without ir¬ 
reverence, has nothing approaching itin the history of ourrace. 

So vast a conception must have raised endless questions, 
doubts, and struggles, the more it was pondered, and the 
more all it involved was perceived. But a lofty spiritual 
nature like His must have raised Him wholly abovo all the 
human littleneases which turn the soul from great undertak¬ 
ings. The thought of self-preservation, in the prospect of 
immeasurable danger, would not affect Him. He, who when 
communing with God forgot hunger and thirst, and taught 
that to be ready to lose one’s life 1 was a fundamental con¬ 
dition of interest in the Divine kingdom, had no craven 
thoughts of His own safety. 

He was infinitively above every consideration of personal 
interest. Neither the pleasures of life, nor the delights or 
duties of His great work, could make Him value life for the 
sake of enjoying them. Kven at the approach of death the 
only regret that escapes Him is that He leaves His disciples. 
The tenderly human shadow that passed over His soul at 
Gethsemane and Calvary, was but the inevitable tribute to 
human weakness, which all must yield. The greatness of 
His task alone weighed Him down. He stood single against 
spiritual and w’orldly powers, against a people w’ho, from 
the days of Moses to the last prophet, had shown themselves 
lukewarm, obstinate, and slow to move, capricious, fretful, 
and spiritually dead. The revival, under John, like many 
before, promised to be a mere fire of thorns. 


1 Luke rrii. 88. 
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Even what we may call the details of His great work must 
have weighed heavily on Jesus, in these momentous weeks. 
Milton makes Him wander far into the depths of the desert— 



Musing and much revolving in His breast, 
How best the mighty work He might begin 
Of Saviour to mankind, and which way first 
Publish His God-like office, now mature.” 1 


The popular Jewish belief that the Messiah would be an 
earthly king, found no response in His bosom, and this, in 
itself, darkened His future. 

He had seen the pressure put by the Rabbis on John, to 
force him to their side. Would not His own opposition to 
them cause, at least, indifference and neglect; perhaps, even 
hatred ? He could only be a spiritual Saviour; they wished 
a political. He had no ambition, and contemned earthly 
power. Even if the people refused to hear, He must still 
witness to the truth. Then, should His kingdom be raised 
by human agency, or by the arm of God ? Might not the 
Almighty think it meet to overthrow all opposition of the 
Prince of Darkness, Rome, and the Jewish hierarchy, and 
establish the new Divine kingdom by irresistible force ? But 
He was not led away by such suggestions, however specious. 
Discarding all thought of playing a great part among 
men, He chose lowliness and obscurity for Himself, and the 
smallest beginnings for His kingdom, letting it win its way 
slowly by the conquest of single souls, as was demanded by 
its very nature. It was to rest on loyalty and love, which 
must rise spontaneously in individual breasts. Success and 
results were only subordinate. His work 
Him: to live and to die as the Lamb of God—the incarnation 
of infinite love, attracting h um anity by its holy charms ; His 
life an example, His death an atonement. 

This was the great result of His long, secluded, wilderness 
retirement. He had surveyed the whole ground: had com¬ 
muned much with His own thoughts, and, above all, with 
His Father, and came back to the world again in victorious 
serenity, to proclaim Himself as coming in the name of God, 
with no lingering fear of His task, or of any spiritual or 
human opposition. 

The mental struggle of these weeks must, in any case, 
have been intense; but it became unspeakably harder by the 
presence of the powers of evil, who sought to overcome Him 

1 Par, Regained, i. 185-188. 


lay clear before 
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face to face. Nor is this only metaphor. Jesus, Himself, 
always assigns temptation to the direct action of evil spirits 
on the soul. A subtle and mighty personality is always pre¬ 
supposed, ruling a mysterious kingdom of evil, from which 
he can only be cast out when bound by one stronger than 
himself. 1 As the Messiah, Jesus proclaimed that He had come 


to destroy the power of this great enemy of God a 
and, throughout all His ministry, constantly assa 
kingdom, casting out devils from the possessed, as 
time. He bound and subdued Satan himself. 2 


his 


It is not necessary to suppose an outward and corporeal 
presence of the arch-enemy. He is never spoken of as 
visible, except when Jesus saw him fall, as lightning, from 
heaven. He is invisible when he tempts us, which we know 
he does, for he deceives the whole world, 3 and there is no 


need to suppose that he was present otherwise with onr 
Lord, than by raising suggestions in His sinless mind. To 
act upon the thoughts may have been the mode of Satan’s 
attack, with Christ as with ourselves. 


The three instances of the great enemy’s attempts, recorded 
in the Gospels, illustrate the subtlety of his advances. Worn 
with hunger, Christ is approached with the suggestion that 
if, indeed, He were what He claimed to be, the Son of God, 


it w*as surely unnecessary to suffer as He did, when by a 
word He might command that the stones of the desert around 
Him should be made bread. To possess unlimited power for 
specific ends, and refrain from using it to our own advantage, 
even in a pressing and apparently innocent case, is an ideal 


of virtue which it would be vain to expect in any ordinary 


man. No temptation is more difficult to resist than the 


prompting to do what seems needful for self-preservation, 
when abundant means are in our hands. But Jesus did not, 


for a moment, allow Himself to question His duty. The 
miraculous gifts newly conferred on Him, had been given, 
not for His private use, but for the glory of His Father; 
not as a human convenience, but as spiritual aids in His 
work as-the Messiah. As a man. He was dependent on the 
care and love of His Heavenly Father, and to use His miracu¬ 
lous powers as the Messiah, for His personal benefit, would 
be to take Himself out of His Father's hands, and to show 
distrust of His loving care. But His sublime trust in the 
infinite goodness and power of God repelled the temptation 


1 Matt. xil. 25. Luke iL 17. 


* Matt. xiii. 29. 


» Rev. xii. tt. 
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God had brought Him hither, and would bring Him thence. 
Bread was not the only means by which He could support 
Him. His word could create what means He pleased. 
Others had been preserved by Him in unforeseen ways. The 
tribes in the wilderness had been fed by manna. Moses and 
Elijah had been sustained in the desert, though bread was 
wanting. It was not for Him to think Himself forgotten, 
and to take His life into His own hands, as if unsafe in 
God’s. He would wait till HE gave Him what He chose, in 
the way that pleased Him. 

The second temptation, following the order in the third 
Gospel, was no less subtle. The Kingdom of the Messiah as 
then understood, and as Jesus, no doubt, had from youth 
been taught, was to be an universal temporal dominion. In 
the solitude of the desert—His mind filled with the thought 
of His mysterious consecration as God’s Anointed—the 
thought was insinuated by the great enemy, that He might 
well ponder what course to pursue. On one hand, the path 
led to supreme honour and unequalled glory. Had not the 
Psalmist himself spoken of the princes of the earth as subject 
to the Messiah, and did not the prophet say that the Gentiles 
should come to His light, and kings to the brightness of His 
rising, and that the wealth of the world would be brought to 
Him ? 1 On the other hand, the way led through shame, 
poverty, neglect, derision, insult, and suffering, in all proba¬ 
bility to an ignominious death. To ordinary minds, the dream 
of ambition and splendour would have shone with incon¬ 
ceivable attractions against such a background. But it was 
not left to mere vague suggestions. By that mysterious 
power which spirit has of acting upon spirit, the adversary 
raised, within the soul of Jesus, a vision the most seductive, 
to enforce his subtlety. It seemed as if the desert vanished 
from around Him, and that the tempter and tempted One 
stood together on a high mountain, from whose top the 
kindled fancy appeared to see all the kingdoms of the world 
and their glory. Milton paints the vision with matchless 
power. 2 Fair rivers, winding through rich pastures and 
fertile corn-fields; huge cities, high towered, the seats of 
mightiest monarchies; regions beyond the conquests of 
Alexander to the east, and far as Rome to the west. Did 
not the prophets say that the rightful Sovereign of all this 
was God’s Messiah ? 


1 Isaiah lx. 1, 5. 


* Par. Regained, iii. 251 ff. 
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But if so,—the fool suggestion continued,—how was this 
world-wide empire, in which, as God’s Anointed, He might 
reign in righteousness, blessing the nations, and filling the 
earth with the knowledge of God, to be gained ? Great 
enterprises need great means. He was unknown, without 
friends, of humble birth, the son of a carpenter, and bred 
up in poverty in a Galilsean village. Why not put Himself 
at the head of His nation, which was ready to follow Him 
if He displayed His glory, and lead them against the heathen, 
using His Divine power to shatter all opposition ? Had not 
God of old divided the sea and the rivers, to make a path for 
His people, led by His prophet ? Had He not rebuked kings 
for their sake ? Had He not promised that the enemies of 
His Anointed should be made His footstool, and that He 
Himself would be at His right liand, in the day of His wrath, 
to make Him reign over the heathen, and smite the people 
of many lands ? 1 

It is impossible to conceive a temptation more difficult to 
resist. Feeling that, as the Messiah, He was destined to 
universal monarchy, and conscious that His rule would be the 
happiness of the world ; supported, apparently, by the voice 
of prophets speaking for God, in the use of force to establish 
this heavenly empire, and Himself instinct with miraculous 
power which would make resistance vain, it might seem as 
if He could hardly resist the suggestion. Judas the Gulilffan 
had risen thus a few years before; and his memory was 
revered. But Satan spread his subtlest temptations in vain. 
With the self-restraint becoming a sinless nature, Christ 
resisted the dazzling vision. Deliberately rejecting the 
thought of basing His empire on force; He chose, with a lofty 
grandeur of soul, to found it on the love, rather than on the 


fears or compelled submission of mankind. Having come, 
not to destroy men’s lives, but to save them, He would use 
His miraculous power only for good to man and for the glory 


of His Father, trusting Himself to Him, without other defence 


or care than His unfailing wisdom and love. The heavenly 


gifts He held should never be employed to bring merely 


peiaonal advantage to Himself. As a man. He was, and 
would remain, meek and lowly; His gifts as Messiah would 


be used only for spiritual ends. 

Milton, <vith striking force, has represented Him as saying— 


"Victorions deeds 
1 I*s. cz. 1, 3, 5, 6. 
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Flamed in My heart, heroic acts—one while 
To rescue Israel from the Roman yoke ; 

Men to subdue and quell, o’er all the earth, 

Brute violence and proud tyrannic power,. 

Till truth were freed, and equity restored : 

Yet held it more humane, more heavenly, first 
By winniug words to conquer willing hearts, 

And make persuasion do the work of fear.” 1 

From first to last, Jesus refused to exercise His superna¬ 
tural power to establish His kingdom by outward means, 
and, indeed, it was because of His persistent refusal to do 
so that His nation rejected Him. Assent to the temptation 
seemed to Him like an act of homage to the Prince of this 
world, His adversary, for force and violence are character¬ 
istics of his sway. As the Prince of Peace, He would have 
nothing to do with strife. The temptation lost its power as 
He uttered the words “ Get thee behind Me, Satan, for it is 
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only 
shalt thou serve.” 

He had now been tempted by hunger and by ambition: 
there remained another possible opening for the enemy; 
through the avenue of spiritual pride. Earthly glory had 
had no attractions for Him, but He might be vain of His 
newly acquired Messiahship, and willing to display His 
supernatural powers for mere empty effect, and to flatter 
His own self-love. To disguise the aim, a sacred gloss was 
at hand. Instead of evil—compliance would only show, in 
another form, that absolute dependence upon God, by which 
he had repelled the appeal to His natural wants. The arch 
magician had brought before the eye of His mind, perhaps 
also of His body, the pomp and glory of the world. He had, 
before, wrought upon the natural desire there is in all men 
for fame and dignity ; but the vast illnsion had been treated 
as an idle show, unworthy of regard. Would a proposal, 
however, to inaugurate His Messiahship by what would 
justify His utmost claims, be as firmly turned aside ? Jesus 
•was no angel, or mere spirit without human desires. It was 
of the very essence of His being to be touched and moved by 
all that influences men at large, and nothing could be more 
natural thau at once to vindicate His rank and authority, 
and open the way for His ministrations, by some startling 
miracle. Ho place was so well fitted for such a demonstra¬ 
tion as Jerusalem, the holy city, and no spot in it so suitable 


1 Par. Regained, i. 215-223. 
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as the Temple, the centre of the national religion and the 
chosen dwelling-place of God. Milton makes Satan bear our 

Lord 

“ Over the wilderness, and o’er the plain; 

Till, underneath them, fair Jerusalem, 

The Holy City, lilt*-d hi«h her towers. 

And higher yet the glorious temple rear'd 
Her pile, far off appearing like a mount 
Of alabaster, topp'd with golden spires: 

There, on the highest pinnacle,* he set 
The Son of God.” 1 

Some faraons spire of the Temple buildings must be in¬ 
tended, though we are no longer able to explain the allusion. 
It may be it was some pinnacle of the great three-aisled 
Royal Porch, which ran along the southern side of the 
Temple area, overlooking the valley of Hinnom, from a dizzy 
height. Perhaps it was the season of one of the great feasts, 
when countless pilgrims were gathered in Jerusalem, who 
would carry the report of any miraculous display throughout 
the earth. 2 That the suggestion raised in the mind of Jesus 
to glorify His office, and lighten His great work, by an 
astounding miracle, might seem natural and specious, is only 
to suppose Him human ; and that it should take the form of 
His casting Himself down from an airy height, to alight in 
the distant valley beneath, might seem no less so. It is not 
necessary to conceive of a bodily translation to the Temple 
roof : the true place of temptation is the soul, in which all 
the scenery and accessories of any prospect can be created by 
the imagination in a moment. To make it more attractive, a 
text of Scripture was at hand, for had not God said, “ He 
shall give His angels charge concerning Thee, and in their 
hands they shall bear Thee np ” ? So Shakespere makes 
Richard of Gloucester twist the sacred text— 

But then I sigh, and with a piece of Scripture, 

Tell them, that God bids us do good for evil. 

And thus I clotbe my naked viflany 

'With old odd ends, stolen forth of Holy Writ; 

And seem a saint when most I play the devil.” 

Bassanio’s words never had a more fitting application— 

“ In religion 

What damn&d error, but some sober brow 
Will bless it, and approve it with a text. 

Hiding the grossness with fair ornament ? ” 


1 Par . Regained, iv. 643-550. 

* Schleiermacher’s Prediglen , voL iv. p. 428 440. 
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But whatever hope the great enemy may hare had in this 
last attempt was vain. To the perfect humility of Jesus, 
any idea of display or ostentation had no charms ; nor could 
He, who would rather bear the extreme of hunger than seem 
to distrust His Heavenly Father, by using miraculous power 
in His own behalf, be for a moment tempted to employ it 
for any mere personal honour. Nor, moreover, would He 
dream of claiming supernatural aid from God for that which 
had not the sanction of His command. His promise of pro¬ 
tection vouchsafed aid only when the danger to be averted 
rose in the discharge of prescribed duty. The appeal to 
spiritual pride or vanity fell as harmlessly as the tempta¬ 
tions already foiled. It had been whispered to the soul of 
Jesus, as the vision rose before Him—“ Go and cast Thyself 
down : is it not written that the angels shall bear Thee up ” ? 
But one brief sentence turned the wizard gold to dross— 
“ Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” 

Mysterious in some aspects, the wilderness retirement of 
our Lord, with its fires of temptation, putting Him to the 
utmost proof, becomes an inevitable passage in His life, when 
we think of Him as a man like ourselves, though sinless. 
His soul could reveal its beauty only by victory in a life-long 
struggle with temptation, such as happens to us all. Nor 
can we think of a Messiah, who should draw all men to Him 
as the ideal of humanity, treading any other path than that 
allotted to His brethren. It is a vital error, therefore, to 
represent these temptations as mere outward pictures of the 
imagination, playing before Him, or as mere emotions of 
pleasure or aversion which left His will unassailed, and were 
dissipated or quenched in a moment, on their rising. It is no 
less so to regard them as mere illusions of the senses, passing 
like clouds over His mind, and leaving His inner being 
wholly undisturbed. 

If there had been no more than this, there could have 
been no struggle, no pause and agony of soul—that is, no 
real temptation. The Gospels know nothing of such an un¬ 
real probation. They show us temptations throughout, 
plying His will, and seeking to paralyze it, even to the length 
of suggesting a withdrawal from His work as the Messiah. 
Wh at else can have caused His prayers and supplications, 
with strong crying and tears, 1 or the touching outburst, 
“ Now is My soul troubled; and what shall I say p Father, 


1 Heb. v. 7. 
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gave Me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this 
hour.” 1 He was proved and tried, from His youth to Geth- 
semane, and, like us, might have vielded, though, in fact, 
offering a transcendent contrast in His unbroken victory over 
all temptation. 

The episode in the wilderness was, indeed, more subtle in its 
seductions than is needed for grosser natures like ours. He 
had to repel, as evil, what to others might have seemed the 
ideal of good. It was no irresolution, fiom pride, or vanity, 
or fear, that troubled Him : His soul was oppressed by the 
greatness of His Divine office; His lowly humility was like 
to sink under its burden. With us, an act is held sinful, only 
when it is distinctly prohibited, and at every step we hesitate 
to reject where there seems room to doubt. With Jesus there 
was no such waving line of compromise. To deviate from 
the direct command of God, for any end, however holy, was, 
to Him, a sin. The contrast of Divine and human, or Satanic, 
rose before Him with such a clear decision, that the least 
divergence from the express letter of His Father’s will was 
instantly rejected. He turned away from what the noblest 
souls before Him had cherished as holy visions, as from 
temptations of the Prince of Darkness. He not only tri¬ 
umphed, but showed, in His perfect obedience "to His 
Heavenly Father, an image of the ideal and stainless holiness 
required from us all. 

This Divine purity, inflexible, unswerving, moving ever 
directly forward, acknowledging only The Right, —rejecting 
all else; and finding peace only in complete, loving submis¬ 
sion to the will of God, rests with unique glory over all the 
life of Jesus, but especially over His temptation in the desert. 
It gives the supreme beauty to His life, and was its strength 
and power. There could be no hesitation where all was thus 
simplified: where only God, or the world and the devil, 
beckoned onwards. 

Through life, as in the wilderness, His choice was in¬ 
stinctive and instantaneous, between God and sin. Good 
and evil were, to Him, light and darkness, and it was vain 
to tempt Him even to approach the cloudy, doubtful, divid¬ 
ing line. The desert had served its purpose. The crisis had 
passed. Yielding Himself into the hands of God, His 
spiritual struggle was exchanged for the joys of angel minis* 
tration. 


1 John xii. 27. Compare Lake ziL 50. Matt. ixvi. 39. 
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THE RETURN FROM THE WILDERNESS. 

4 

f 1 1HE seclnsion of Jesus in the desert had been the tnming 

point in His life. When He left Nazareth to visit John, 

He returned, the con- 




He was a lmmble Galilsean villager. 


secrated Messiah, no longer oppressed by the responsibilities 
and difficulties of His great office, but ready to come before 
Israel as the Lamb of God, who should take away the sins 
of the world. 

Can we picture to ourselves the personal appearance of the 
Saviour at this momentous point in His career ? We know 
that He was still in the glory of early manhood, but can we 
realize Him more closely ? 

It is fatal to the hope of a reliable portrait, that the Jewish 
horror of images as idolatrous, extended to the likeness of 
the human face or form. No hint of Christ’s appearance is 
given in the New Testament; and the early Church, in the 
absence of all guiding facts, had to fall back on imagination. 
Itself sorely oppressed, it naturally pictured its Founder 
through the medium of its own despondency. Had He been 
an illustrious Roman or Greek, the Grecian love of beauty 
would, doubtless, have created an ideal of faultless per¬ 
fection ; but in its first, dark years, the sorely-tried Church 
fancied their Lord’s visage and form as “ marred more than 
those of other men,” 1 and that He must have hkd no attrac¬ 
tions of personal beauty. 2 Justin Martyr speaks of -Him as 
without beauty or attractiveness, and of mean appearance* 
Clement of Alexandria 3 describes Him as of an uninviting 
appearance, and almost repulsive. b Tertullian 4 says He had 
not even ordinary human beauty, far less heavenly.* Origen d 
went so far as to say that He was “ small in body and de¬ 
formed, as w r ell as low-born,”* and that “ His only beauty 


1 Isa. lii. 14. 

* Died about a.d. 220. 
4 Born about a.d. 160, 


2 Isa. lxiii. 2. 

Jacobi, in Herzaff, 
Died about 245. 



423 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


was in His soul and life.” About the same time, however, 
the Christian Gnostics, who had not such an antipathy to 
heathen art, began to make likenesses of Him of another 
type, in paintings, gems, or metal, and small statues of Him, 
which they crowned and honoured in the heathen fashion. 
The features were said to have been copied from a portrait, 
fancifully thought to have been taken by order of Pilate. 
The ideal, however, prevailed more and more, for the half¬ 
heathen sects who used these likenesses had the Greek feel¬ 
ing that the gods must needs be divinely beautiful. In the 
third century the conception thus invented found its way 
into the private chapel of the emperor Severus, 1 by the side 
of illustrious kings and emperors, and of “ the holy souls,” of 
Abraham, Orpheus, Apollonius, and other worthies. 2 It is 
possible that degrading caricatures of Jesus, which had 
become common among the heathen, led to this nobler con¬ 
ception of His beauty. 3 

The triumph of Christianity over heathenism found a 
partial revenge in the footing gained in the Church for 
a more kindly estimate of what had now lost its religious 
power. The first Christian art bearing on Jesus—that of 
the catacombs—was, however, purely symbolical. The figure 
of a fish stood for His name, from the significance of the 
letters in the Greek word for one of the finny race/ or He 
was represented by the symbol of a lamb, or of a shepherd. 
After a time, the further ideal of a teacher of mankind was 
added, and, gradually, in the fourth century, He was pic¬ 
tured as a child, after which it was an easy step to portray 
Him on the Cross. With the general introduction of such 
likenesses, the idea of any repulsive appearance was neces¬ 
sarily irreconcilable. Eusebius, of C®sarea, 4 describes a 
statue which he himself saw at Panias, or Caesarea Philippi, 
the reputed birthplace and residence of the woman who was 
healed of the issue of blood. “ At the gates of her house,” 
says he, “ on a raised pedestal, stands a brazen image of a 
woman on her bended knee, with her hands stretched out 
before her like one entreating. Opposite her is an image of 
a man, erect, of the same materials, in a full pallium,■ stretch¬ 
ing out his hand to the woman.” “ Before her feet,” he 
adds, “and on the same pedestal, a strange kind of plant 
grows, which rises as high as the hem of the brazen gar- 

1 a.d. 208-235. * Lomprifl. Alrr . Stvcr., c. 29. 

• TcrtuL Apr>lo/jct. t c. 16, 4 Burn about a . d . 270. Died 338. 
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meut, and is an antidote to all kinds of diseases. 11 This 
statue, they say, is a statue of Jesus Christ.” 1 Unfortu¬ 
nately, the credulity which believed in the miraculous plant 
is a poor guarantee for the worth of a vague, popular fancy 
as to the statue. It was, doubtless, a relic of Grecian art, 
transformed by a fond reverence into a memorial of Jesus. 
There can be no doubt, however, that paintings, claiming to 
be actual resemblances of our Lord, of Peter, and of Paul, 
were to be found in the time of Eusebius, for he says that 
he himself had seen them, and thought them old thanks- 
memorials of devout heathen who had reverenced Christ 
and honoured Him in this way, as they were accustomed to 
honour their own gods. 2 

The old conception of the appearance of Jesus, borrowed 
from the words of Isaiah, had now finally given place to one 
which exalted His beauty to the utmost, as the natural out¬ 
ward expression of the Divine purity and perfection of His 
inner being. Gregory of Nyssa 3 applies the imagery of the 
Song of Solomon to His person, no less than to His doctrine. 
Jerome 4 embodies in his words the glorious ideal which 
Christian art was afterwards to develop, basing the thought 
of Him no longer on the description of the suffering “ servant 
of God,” in Isaiah, but on the words of the forty-fifth 
Psalm—“ Thou art fairer than the children of men.” “ As¬ 


suredly,” says he, “ that splendour and majesty of the hidden 
Divinity, which shone even in His human countenance, could 
not but attract, at first sight, all beholders. Unless He had 


had something heavenly in His appearam 
w'ould not immediately have followed Him.” 


His appearance, the Apostles 


Chrysostom 6 


tells us that “ the Heavenly Father poured out on Him, in 


full streams, that personal beauty which is distilled only 
drop by drop upon mortal man ; ” 7 and Augustine, with his 


wonted vigorous eloquence, says that “ He was beautiful in 
His mother’s bosom, beautiful in the arms of His parents, 
beautiful on the cross, and beautiful in the sepulchre.” But 


that this glowing language was only metaphor is beyond dis 


pute, from the words of Augustine himself. “ Of his appear- 
aucc,” says he, “we are wholly ignorant, for the likenesses 
of Him vary entirely, according to the fancy of the artist.” 8 


1 Hist. Ec. vii. o. 18. 3 Ibid. 

3 a.d. 380. * Died a.i>. 420. 

* Hieronym in Matt. c. ix. 9. Epist. ad Princip. Virrjinem. 

• Born a d 354. Died 407. 7 On Psalm xliv. 

8 De Trin, B. vii. c. 4, 6. 
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Different races had already created distinct and different 
ideals, in harmony with their local standards of perfection. 
The old conception of His being without form or beauty did 
not, however, at once lose its power. St. Basil 1 clung to it 
strenuously, and the monks of his order are said to have re¬ 
produced it in paintings so late as the eighth century. The 
austere Cyril of Alexandria 2 went so far as to maintain that 
He was “ mean in appearance beyond all the sons of men,'’ 
a proof, in its very contrast with the then prevailing con¬ 
ception, that there was no historical portrait to which to 
appeal, nor even a traditional ideal respecting our Lord’s 
appearance. 

Images of Christ met at first with earnest opposition, 
partly because it seemed impossible adequately to represent 
the glorified Saviour in human form , 3 and partly, no doubt, 
because heretic sects were the first to introduce them. Cyril 
of Alexandria is credited with having brought them into the 
service of the Church. Once in some measure sanctioned, 
their use, especially in the East, spread far and wide, and 
legends were invented to support their authenticity as like¬ 
nesses of the Saviour. John of Damascus , 4 in his fiery zeal 
in the great controversy on the use of images, sought to 
paralyze the opposition of the iconoclast emperor Constantine 
Copronymus, by bringing forward a legend, which we first 
meet at the close of the fifth century,® that Abgarus, king of 
Edessa, had once sent a painter to Jesus to take His portrait, 
but the artist failed, from the dazzling brightness of the 
Saviour’s features. Jesus, the legend went on to say, honour¬ 
ing the spirit that had prompted the attempt, impressed His 
likeness on the cloth with which He was wont to wipe His 
brow, and sent it to Abgarus. But though a letter of 
Abgarus to Jesus, and of Jesus to Abgarus, are noticed by 
Justin Martyr, as early as the middle of the second century, 
this wondrous story of the miraculous portrait appears only 
as an addition of centuries later. 

Not to be outdone, the Western Church created its own 
version of this wondrous legend in that of Veronica, a fabled 
saint of Jerusalem, who, seeing Jesus pass on His way to 
Calvary, His face streaming with the blood of the crown of 
thorns, unwound the cloth of her turban and gave it Him that 

1 a.d. 870. * Died a.d. 414. 

* So, Eusebios. Kurtz. R. Get. iiu a 1. 2. 294. 

4 From about a.d. 700 to 787 ( Herzog , in Art.). 

5 Iu Mourn ChoronemU, a . d . 470. 
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He miglit wipe His brow. In return, it is said, the loving 
disciple received, on the cloth, an imprinted likeness of her 
Lord, not calm and peaceful, however, like that of Edessa, 
but saddened by pain and sorrow. A third miraculous like¬ 
ness, embracing Christ’s whole body, was averred to have been 
left on the linen in which He was wrapped in the sepulchre, 1 
and it was said that this passed into the possession of Nico- 
dernus, and then to the Christians of Jerusalem, from whom 
after passing through wonderful fortunes, it was brought at 
last, in the year 1578, to Turin, where it now is. 2 Veronica’s 
cloth is now in St. Peter’s, at Rome, though Milan, in northern 
Italy, and Jaen, in Spain, both boast that they have the 
authentic relic. 

The earliest images of Christ, as has been said, were those 
introduced among the Gnostics, and*of these, two, at least, 
with some claim to authenticity, are still extant. Like the 
images of Pythagoras, Plato, Aristotle, - and other sages, 
which these strange sects consecrated along wdth that of the 
Saviour, they are small, and rather medallions than busts. 
The one is of stone, ’with a head of Christ, * young and 
beardless, in profile—the name xpioros (Christos) in Greek 
characters, and the svmbolical fish, below. The other is a 
kind of medal, representing Christ 'with His hah* parted over 
His forehead, covering the ears, and falling down on the 
shoulders. It has the name of Jesus, in Hebrew, below it. 
Perhaps it w r as the work of some Jewish Christian. 3 In the 
fifteenth century, the historian Nicephorus 4 ventured on a 
fuller sketch of the person of Christ than had been previously 
given, and it may be well to quote it, if only to reproduce 
the conception formed by the Church of the Middle Ages. 
“ I shall describe,” says Nicephorus, 5 “ the appearance of 
our Lord, as handed down to us from antiquity. He was 
very beautiful. His height was fully seven spans ; 1 His 
hair bright auburn, and not too thick, and it was inclined to 
wave in soft curls. His eyebrows were black and arched, 
and His eyes seemed to shed from them a gentle golden 
light. They were very beautiful. His nose was prominent; 
His beard lovely, but not very long. He wore His hair, on 
the contrary, very long-, for no scissors had ever touched it, 
nor any human hand, except that of His mother when she 

1 Niceph., H. Eccl. , ii. 7. About a.d. 14.00. 5 Hofmann, p. 294 

3 Milman’s Christianity , p. 492. 4 Died a.d. 1450. 

4 Quoted iu full by Vaibinger, Art. Lentulm , in Herzog. 
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played with it in His childhood. He stooped a little, but 
His body was well formed. His complexion was that of tho 
ripe brown wheat, and His face, like that of His mother, rather 
oval than round, with only a little red in it, but through it 
there shone dignity, intelligence of soul, gentleness, and a 
calmness of spirit never disturbed. Altogether, He was veiyr 
like His divine and immaculate mother.” “ 

What the imaginary description of Christ by Nicophovus 
has been in the Eastern Church, thut of the fictitious letter 
of Lentulus to the Roman Senate has been to the Western. 
It first appeared at the close of the fifteenth century, when 
the works of Anselm were collected and printed, and is the 
forgery of some monk who sought a good end by one of 
tho pious frauds then very widely in favour. The internal 
evidence alone shows’that it is a mere fabrication, and as 
even Nicephorus makes no allusion to it, its date may safely 
be assumed as later than his lifetime. “ There has appeared,” 
says Lentulus, “ and still lives, a man of great virtue, called 
Jesus Christ, and, by His disciples, the Son of God. Ho 
raises the dead, and heals the sick. He is a man tall in 
stature, 1 noble in appearance, with a reverend countenance, 
which at once attracts and keeps at a distance those behold¬ 
ing it. His hair is waving and curly ; a little darker and of 
richer brightness, m where it flows down from the shoulders. 
It is divided in the middle, after the custom of the Nnzarenes 
(or Nazarites). His brow is smooth, and wondrously serene, 
and His features have no wrinkles, nor any blemish, while a 
red glow makes His cheeks beautiful. His nose and mouth 
are perfect. He has a full ruddy 1 beard the colour of His 
hair; not long, but divided into two. 2 His eyes are bright, 
and seem of different colours at different times. He is terrible 
in His threatenings; calm in His admonitions; loving and 
loved ; and cheerful, but with an abiding gravity. No one 
ever saw Him smile, but He often weeps. His hands and 
limbs arc perfect. He is gravely eloquent, retiring, and 
modest, the fairest of the sons of men.” 3 

It may be interesting to add to these older ideals that of 
a writer of the present day. “ Our eyes were restlessly 
attracted to Him,” says Delitzsch, in one of his beautiful 
stories,* “ for He was the centre of the group. He was not 

1 Some MSS. add “ youthful.” 

* Some MSS. odd, “ He looks at onoe guileless and mature." 

* Epist. Lent., given iu full by Vaibiuger, Art. Lentulus, in Htnog. 

* Sehet welche ein Meiuch, p. 4. 
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in. soft clothing of bvssus and silk, like tlie courtiers of 

n */ 9 

Tiberias or Jerusalem, nor did He wear long trailing robes, 
like some of the Pharisees . 111 On His head was a white 
keffiveh—a square of linen doubled so that- a corner fell 
down on each shoulder, and on the back; a fillet or agbitl 
round the head, keeping it in its place . 0 On His body He 
wore a tunic which reached to His wrists and to His feet, 
and over this a blue tallith, with the prescribed tassels of 
blue and white at the four corners, hung down so that the 
under garment, which was grey striped with red, was little 
seen. His feet shod with sandals, not shoes, were only 
visible now and then, as He walked or moved.” 

“ He was a man of middle size; beautiful as a youth in 
His face and form. p The purity and charm of early man¬ 
hood blended in His countenance with the ripeness of mature 
years. His complexion was fairer than that of those around 
Him, for it shewed less of the bronze colour of the nation. 
He seemed, indeed, even pale, under the white sudar, for the 
ruddy glow of health, usual at His years, was wanting. The 
type of His features was hardly Jewish, but rather as if that 
and the Greek types blended into a perfect beauty, which, 
while it awakened reverence, filled the heart, still more, with 
love. His eyes looked on you with light which seemed 
broken and softened, as if by passing through tears. He 
stooped a little, .and seemed communing with His own 
thoughts, and when He moved there was no affectation as 

O 7 

with some of the Rabbis, but a natural dignity and grace, 
like one who feels himself a king, though dressed in lowly 
robes.” q 

We owe our knowledge of the period immediately follow¬ 
ing the Temptation to the narrative of the fourth Gospel, 
written after the others. In the other Gospels, the splendour 
of the later ministry in Galilee seems to hav-e overshadowed 
the humbler beginnings of the earlier period, so that they 
are almost passed over by them. Happily, however, John 
preserves for us, in comparative detail , 2 the incidents of 
these silent months, in which the public life of Jesus was 
slowly opening into full flower. 1 ' How much would have 
been lost had his record not been given ? There is a peculiar 
charm in the glimpses they supply of the early spring-time 
of the Saviour’s ministry ; a tender fragrance all their own. 

The first great crisis of His life being over, with its forty 

1 Mark xii. 38. * John i. 35 to iv. 54. 

21 ) 
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days of temptation and proof, its long fasting, its great 
victory, and its ministrations of angels, Jesns returned to 
the Jordan, and mingled, unnoticed and unknown, in tho 
crowd round the Baptist. It was apparently the early spring; 
at least, a fine tradition 1 of the primitive Church would have 
so, perhaps to link together the opening spiritual rear with it 
the beauty of the reviving year of nature. He may have 
held communion once and again with John, but He lived 
apart from him, silently passing to and fro among the mul¬ 
titudes. Only the day before His arrival ,' 2 John had renewed 
his homage to Him in His absence, before a depuiation from 
the ecclesiastical authorities of the Temple, sent to investigate 
his own teaching and authority. “ Was He the Christ ? or 
Elijah ? or the expected prophet, Isaiah, Jeremiah, or some 
other ? ” 3 The nobly humble man, though at the height of 
his glory, with the nation looking up to him, in reverence, 
as a prophet, had no thought of hesitation in his answer. 
Jesus was unknown, but John yields Him the first place, and 
proclaims himself unworthy to perform the lowliest ollices 
for One so exalted. I am only he of whom Isaiah speaks, 
as a voice crying in the wilderness, ‘ Make straight the way 
of the Lord.’ I only baptize with water, but there stands 
among you One whom ye know not*—He who is to come 
after me ; I am not worthy to kneel before Him to loose the 
thong of His sandal.” The symbol of servitude and subjec¬ 
tion offered by a slave to a new master was to untie his shoe 
and bind it again , 4 but even this was too great an honour, in 
John’s opinion, for him to be permitted to pay to Christ. 

The Baptist had often borne similar testimony, lifting up 
his voice and crying aloud 61 to the people to prepare for 
the speedy manifestation of the Great Expected One,— 
but, now, he was able to bear witness to Him in His pre¬ 
sence. As he was standing the next day among his follow- 
era, Jesus Himself approached, doubtless to speak with him 
on the affairs of the kingdom of God, in which both were so 
entirely engrossed. He was still unknown, unrecognised, 
and unnoticed, and He would not reveal Himself by any act 
of self-assertion on His own part. But the very end of 
John’s mission was that the Christ should u be mado mani- 

1 Clem. Horn ., i. 6. * John i. 29. 

* Matt. xvi. 14. See articles by Nagels booh and Oehler, in Her tog, 

vols. vi. p. 482 ; in. p. 432. 4 Esdras ix. 18. 

4 Sepp, Ltben Jet u, vol. ii. p. 159. • tUpayt, verse 15. 
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fest to Israel,” and the hour had now come to draw aside the 
veil. Pointing to Him, therefore, while yet at a distance, he 
proclaimed His glory in words which must have thrilled those 
who heard them : “ Behold the Lamb of God,'who takes away 
the sin of the world. This is He of whom I said, ‘ After me 
comes a Man 11 who is preferred before me, for He was before 
me.’ And I knew Him not (as the Messiah) ; but, that He 
should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come bap¬ 
tizing with water. I have seen the Spirit descending as a 
dove out of heaven, and it abode upon Him. And I knew 
Him not (as the Messiah) ; but He that sent me to baptize 
with water, the same said unto me, ‘ Upon whom thou shalt 
see the Spirit descending, and remaining* on Him, He it is 
who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and 
borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 

It is possible, as Milman suggests , 1 that flocks of lambs, 
intended for the Temple sacrifices, then passing from the 
rich pastures of Perea to the ford beside which John was 
baptizing, may have suggested the name “ Lamb of God,” 
by which he consecrated to the Church, for ever, that most 
cherished symbol of the Redeemer. Jesus was meek and 
gentle like the lamb, but there was much more in the use 
of such a name by the son of a priest—a Nazarite and a 
prophet, like John. The idea of sacrifice was natural and 
inevitable to him, in connection with it. The nation, indeed, 
in Christ’s day, had so little idea of a suffering and dying 
Messiah, that Jonathan Ben Uzziel, the contemporary of 
Christ, while he sees the Messiah in the “ Servant of God,” 
of Isaiah’s prophecies , 2 ingeniously explains His sufferings as 
meaning those of Israel . 3 But the number of passages which 
spoke of the Messiah as suffering, even then arrested atten¬ 
tion, and raised a difficulty which the Rabbis of a later day 
tried to solve by assuming that there would be two Messiahs 
—one, the son of Joseph, who should suffer and die; the 
other, the son of David, who should live and reign. Even 
then, the Rabbis saw in the words of Zechariah, “ They shall 
look on Him whom they have pierced,” and in the words of 
Isaiah, in his fifty-third chapter, a reference to the Messiah, 
and, hence, the Jew, in Justin’s dialogue, written about a 
hundred years after Christ, saw nothing surprising in the 
idea of the Messiah suffering, though he revolted from tho 

1 Milman's Christianity , 8vo, p. 76. 3 Ch. lii. 13. 

Nork, Rabbin. Quellen, p. xxiii. Langen’s Judcnthum, p. 423, 
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thought of His dying in a way curs, d by the Law, like 
crucifixion , 1 a difficulty met with by St. Paul himself.- 

John, who had studied Isaiah so deeply, and was so pene¬ 
trated by his spirit, could not have overlooked those verses 
which speak of the “ Servant of God,” as “ brought like a 
lamb to the slaughter,” and as “ bearing the iniquities of 

’» 3 


many 


n 


and 


“ making intercession for the transgressors, 


nor the words of Zechariah, which even the Rabbis referred 
to the Messiah. But his language, after the return of Jesus 
from the wilderness, shows a striking contrast to his previous 
tone. Before that, he spoke of the Messiah only as having 
the fan in His hand, and as laying the axe at the root of the 
tree, and baptizing with fire as well as the Spirit. Now, 
he sees in Him the meek, spotless, and patient Lamb, des¬ 
tined by God to sacrifice. That He was to “ take away the 
sin of the world,” leaves no question as to the sense in which 
John saw in Him the “Lamb of God.” Isaiah had painted 
“the Servant of God” as making peace for the people, by 
His vicarious sufferings for them, and this “ Servant ” John 
sees in Jesus. Fitly typified by “the Lamb,” from His 
gentle patience, He is still more so, as the Antitype of Old 
Testament sacrifice. To exclude the idea of expiatory suffer¬ 
ing, is to trifle with the words of the Baptist, and the ingen¬ 
ious fancy that finds an allusion to the pastoral imagery of 
the twenty-third Psalm , 4 is even more arbitrary. John saw 
in Jesus the propitiation, which was, even then, bearing and 
carrying away the sin of the world/ 

How was it that John realized so much more clearly than 
any around him the true ideal of the Messiah, as the sacri¬ 
ficial Lamb, appointed of God, on whom had been laid the 
sins of a guilty world P It can be explained only by remem¬ 
bering that his very mission was to reveal Him to the world. 
For this, he tells us, he had been sent, and his commission, 
therefore, implied a disclosure to him, not only of the person, 
bnt the true work of the Messiah. We know that revelation 
from above pointed out Jesus to him by a heavenly sign , 5 
and, from the same source, we may assume, he learned the 
great truth that, as the Messiah, He would expiate the sin 
of the world by His sufferings. It may be that Jesus Him¬ 
self talked with him of “ His decease, which he should ac¬ 
complish at Jerusalem.” 8 But this, itself, would be a reve- 


i 

a 

a 


Oehler, in Herzog, vol. ix. p. 440 
Isaiah liii. 7. 11, 12. 

Verse 33. 


■ 1 Cor. i. 23. 

4 Ecce Homo, p. 6 
* Luke ix. 31. 
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lation. Only, however, by communication from a higher 
source, could the idea have been formed of a suffering Mes¬ 
siah—an idea so alien to the conceptions of the day, though 
dimly realized by individuals like the aged Simeon, or 
Zacharias , 1 to whom a prophetic insight had been, for the 
moment, given. “ We have heard out of the Law,” said the 
people to Jesns Himself, “ that the Christ abideth for ever ”— 
that is, should never die—“ and how sayest Thou, ‘The Son of 
Man must be lifted up ? ’ Who is this Son of Man ? ” It was 
in the face of such a universal contrast of thought, that John 
announced the great truth, with clear and precise distinct¬ 
ness, noting even its having already begun, and its future 
world-embracing greatness. The more strange the idea of a 
suffering Messiah might be to the nation; the more difficult 
it proved to bring it home even to the disciples themselves; 
the more it needed to be slowly developed by the facts of 
Christ's life and death , 2 to secure its being understood;—so 
much the more justified is the belief in a special revelation 
throwing light into the Baptist’s soul, on the full meaning 
of ancient prophecy.* 

It must not be thought, however, that, with all these 
heavenly revelations, the knowledge of John was as minute 
and definite as that of those whose minds the teachings of 
Jesus afterwards illuminated from above. A generation 
later, some disciples of John, living at Ephesus, when asked 
by Paul, “ If they had received the Holy Ghost since they 
believed ? ” answered that they had not so much as heard of 
there being any Holy Ghost at all . 3 The Jews of John’s day 
thought of the Holy Spirit only vaguely, as the “ Spirit of 
Jehovah” 4 —the effluence of the Divine power and grace, 
and we owe it to the Gospels and the Epistles that we now 
have clearer conceptions. 

John had pointed to Jesus a^“the Lamb of God,” and had 
thus, doubtless, fixed the attention of those around on one 
associated with a symbol so sacred and tender. But he 
did not confine himself to a title not yet familiar, as ad¬ 
dressed to the Messiah, and added another which had already 
been appropriated to Him in the literature of the nation—“I 
saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.” 5 The 
Sibylline verses , 6 the Book of Enoch , 7 and the Fourth Book 
of Esdras , 8 had, for generations, applied this title to the 

1 Luke ii. 34 ; i. 77 2 Matt. xvi. 21. 

* Acte xx. 2. 4 Duck d. Jubilaen, c. 25, xi. 28. 

» John i. 34. • iii. 775. * cv. 2. 8 xiii. 32 ; xiv. 9. 
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expected Messiah, and, thus, there could be no niisappre- 
hension in the mind of any who heard it given to J<s is. It 
was His formal proclamation by the appointed herald. 1 

It seemed as if this wondrous testimony had been lost on 
those who heard it; but though the multitude took little heed 
of it, there were some hearts in which it found a worthy 
response. The next day, as John was standing with two of 
his disciples, Jesus again passed, and was proclaimed anew 
in the same words. Fixing his eyes earnestly on Him,- 
John called on his companions to “ behold the Lamb of 
God.” It was enough. They might not realize the full 
import of the name, but they felt the Divine attractiveness 
of Him to whom it was given. Waiting with anxious 
hearts for the Messiah, they no sooner heard John proclaim 
that Jesus was He, than they forthwith left the Baptist, to 
to follow Him whom he thus honoured. 


Jesus, Himself, now about to begin His public ministry, 
was ready to receive disciples. He had permanently aban¬ 
doned His obscure life of Nazareth, and was, henceforth, to 
be a Rabbi in Israel. 


The teachers of the day were surrounded by an inner circle 
of disciples, able, in Borne measure, in the absence of their 
masters, to represent them in public, by speaking in the 
synagogues, answering questions, or undertaking missionary 
journeys, s and these were to be the duties of the disciples of 
Jesus. They were to be trained by Him in the mysteries 
of the Kingdom, as those of the Rabbis were in the mys¬ 
teries of the Law. No teacher assumed his office in Israel 


without a group of such followers, for it was reckoned a 
grave sin for a Rabbi to be at any time without some one to 
instruct in the Law,“ and even their scholars were required 
to converse habitually on this one study of their lives. 
“ When two scholars of the wise,” says the Talmud, 4 “ are 
making a journey together, and do not make the Law the 
subject of their conversation, they deserve to be burned 
alive, as is written in *2 Kings ii. 11.” It Was, therefore, 
only an adoption of the custom of the day which Jesus now 
fallowed. 


The two who now joined Him seem to have hitherto 
formed part of such an inner circle round John, and were 


1 On the nee of the title “ Son of God,” in the Gospels, see Weatcott’s 
Introduction, p. 120. 

5 ipBkMat. * Nork, pp. cx. cix. 4 Nork, p. ciov. 
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the beginning of a gronp of trusted friends, with whom Jesus 
could associate, and of auxiliaries in His great work, while, 
also, a nucleus round which others might gather. He drew 
them to Him, however, in a way new and significant, for He 
did not wait till they asked leave to attend Him and did not 
court their aid, but called on them to follow Him; retaining, 
tlius, a relation of superiority even in this detail. 

He could, hence, more freely admit them to the most 
endearing and familiar intimacy; and speak of them, before 
long, as His friends, His brethren, and even His children 
and little ones, though, also, His servants. He had chosen 
them, not they Him; and thus He could the better train 
them to be teachers in His New Society, alluring the world 
to it by the example of their lives, or spreading it by their 
ministrations. Standing towards them in a relation so 
dignified, they were at once His companions, and the agents 
whom He could employ as diligent .fishers of men, and 
labourers in the great vineyard of the kingdom of God . 1 

Though, like the Rabbis, a teacher of the nation, in the 
streets, in the houses, and in the synagogues, as the custom 
of the day required, Jesus did not try to gain His im¬ 
mediate followers from that order, or from their disciples, 
for He had little sympathy with them. He rather sought 
simple children of the people, free, as far as possible, from 
prejudice and self-sufficiency, and marked only by their 
sincerity, humility, intellectual shrewdness, and religious 
sensibility. The less they knew of the schools, the less 
they would have to unlearn; the more they derived from 
Him, the more undoubting their loyalty to Him. He found 
the class He wanted, mostly in lowly fishermen and peasants. 

Of the first two disciples, the one was Andrew, a fisher¬ 
man, from Bethsaida, on the Lake of Galilee ; the other, 
doubtless, was John himself, a native of the same town— 
though, with his wonted modesty, he withholds his name .' 2 
No wonder he remembered every incident of his introduc¬ 
tion to Christ so minutely, after many years, for it was 
the birth-hour of his religious life. Very probably the 
proposal to join the new teacher came from him, and, if so, 
lie was the first to follow Jesus, as he was the last to leave 
Him. The two had heard Him announced as the Lamb of 
God, and as such they sought Him. Can we wonder that 
the name became such a favourite with one, who, hereafter, 


1 Ke-m, vol. ii. p. 205. 


* Ewald’s GeschiclUc, vol. v. p. 322. 
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was the beloved disciple, that we find it in his writings 
alone, or that he repeats it in the Apocalypse more than 
thirty times ? 1 

The two followed Jesus, anxious to speak to Him, but in 
modest difficulty how to approach Him. 2 Their embarrass¬ 
ment, however, w'as brief, for Jesus, hearing their footsteps 
behind Him, and judging, with the quick instinct of sym¬ 
pathy, that He was being sought for the first time, turned 
and spoke to them. Asking them what they seek, He is 
answered in their confusion, by the counter-question,— 
‘‘ Rabbi, where dwellest Thou ? ” The multitudes attending 
such gatherings as John’s preaching, were wont to run up 
temporary booths of wattled boughs, with a striped abba, or 
outer cloak, tlirown over, for cover, and some one had given 
Jesus a share in such a shelter, for it is not likely that there 
were houses near. Rabbis on their journeys were always 
welcome to hospitality, and He was already regarded as one, s 
by at least a few. The title had been given even to John, 4 
as it now was to Jesus, for although the authorities at Jeru¬ 
salem discountenanced those who had not studied in the 
schools, and the people half distrusted any teaching which 
did not address them with that sanction, the recognition 
w’as never withheld where evident knowledge of the Law, or 
worthiness to teach, was seen. Jewish traders and Galitaan 
teachers, who had no diploma from the schools of Jerusalem, 
were accepted as Rabbis in Rome; and in Palestine, the 
dignity and wisdom of Jesus drew forth towards Him the 
title of Rabbi and Teacher, not only from the people and 
the disciples, but even from the Pharisees and Rabbis them¬ 
selves. 1 * 

The simple words of invitation, “ Come and see,” were 
enough to open the relationship between Jesus and hearts so 
eager to know more of Him, and, presently, they were with 
Him, where He dwelt. The day passed quickly, for they 
did not mark the hours, as time stretched on from noon, 
when they had come, till towards night. 00 His discourse, 
His teaching, and His whole Being, excluded all other 
thoughts. If any doubt respecting Him had remained, it 
soon passed aw’ay. Both were, henceforth, His followers, 
and both equally recognised in Him the promised Messiah. 

1 Hanna’s Earlier Yeart of Our Lord, p. 228. 

1 Jeremy Taylor’s Life of Christ, Part ii. Appendix to sect. x. 2. 

* Meyer, in loc. 4 John iii. 23. 
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The night approached, but neither was willing to leave. 
They had found rest to then’ souls. All day long, and into 
the quiet watches of the night, they had listened to His first 
opening of His great message of mercy from'the Father, and 
they would fain hear still more. But, as Jeremy Taylor puts 
it—“in accidents of the greatest pleasure, our joys cannot 
be contained within the limits of the possessor’s thoughts.” 
Andrew had a brother, Simon, and longed to bring him to 
Jesiis. dd Retiring, therefore, for a time, he soon returned 
with him in company. It was a matter of the gravest 
moment, on the one side, that a right choice of disciples 
should be made, and it was no less momentous on the other, 
that there should be no self-deception; but on neither side 
was there long hesitation, or cautious inquiry, or demand for 
evidence of character, or crafty wariness. Everything was 
simple and direct, in all the fulness of mutual confidence 
and trust. To see Jesus, and hear Him speak, was enough, 
and He, on His part, “needed not that any should testify 
of man: for He knew what was in man.” 1 Looking stead¬ 
fastly 2 at Simon, He saw in him, as in John and Andrew, 
the characteristics He required in His followers. The rare 
unbending firmness of purpose, the tenacious fidelity, the 
swift decisiveness, the Galilaean fire and manliness, and the 
tender religiousness of spirit, which marked him to the end 
of his life, were read at once. Jesus had found in him His 
firmest, most rock-like servant and confessor; the man who, 
from this first moment—except for one sad instant—amidst 
all changes and trials, and the ever-growing storms of the 
world, would never be untrue to Him . 3 “ Thou art Simon,” 
said He, “ the son of Jonas. Henceforth thou shalt be called 
‘ The Rock.’ ” No wonder that he is best known as Cephas, 
or Peter, the Aramaic and Greek equivalents of this honour¬ 
able distinction .* 8 The Christian Church was already founded 
in these three disciples. 

With the fine modesty of his nature, John says nothing of 
himself in relation to a day so eventful in his history. The 
kingly soul of Jesus evidently enchained him at once. 
Henceforth, he w r as altogether His, though, for a time, dis¬ 
missed to his home. But, once more permitted to follow 
Him, he is ever found at His side, forgetting himself in his 
love for his Master, and lost in the contemplation of His 
life and words. We do not know the stages by which, from 


1 John ii. 25. 
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* Ewald, vol. v. p. 322. 
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this moment onwards, his faith in the Saviour grew, till it 
reached that blending of soul with soul, in inmost love, 
which made him, to the end of his long life, the ideal dis¬ 
ciple. Writing last of all, he allows himself to be seen only 
twice in the story of his Master—now, when he came with 
Andrew, as the first to join Christ, and at the close, on 
Calvary, when he lifts the veil for a moment from the 
unique relation in which he stood to his Lord. 

The earliest traditions join his brother Jhmes with John, 
as one of the very first disciples, for though John, from the 
same delicacy as shrank from speaking of himself, does not 
mention his brother’s name, the other three Gospels always 
number him with the earliest adherents of Jesus. There 
can be little question that, as Andrew went to seek his 
brother Simon, John also bronght James to Jesus. The 
intimation that Andrew went first on his errand of love, 
seems to leave us to infer that he himself went next. 

The four disciples had it in common that they belonged 
to the same town, Bethsaida, 1 that they were of the fisher 
population, and that both families were in a comparatively 
prosperous position. 2 We know nothing of the father of 
Andrew and Simon, but James and John were the sons 
of one Zabdai, and we know, from comparison of texts, that 
their mother was Salome, so honourably mentioned in the 
Gospels. 3 Writers so acute as Ewald* have 6een in her a 
sister of Mary, the mother of Jesus, and, if so, John and 
James were cousins of their Master. If it be correct to 
honour Salome thus, she wub present with Mary at the cru¬ 
cifixion. 6 In any case, she belonged to the number of pious 
souls ready to accept a spiritual Messiah, and lienee her 
sons must have received the priceless blessing of a godly 
training and example. It seems as if we could almost trace 
the beloved disciple in the character of a mother, who 
“ ministered to Jesus of her substance ” while He lived, 6 and 
did not forsake Him even when He hung on the cross. 7 

To begin His public career in a way so humble and unos¬ 
tentatious, was in strict keeping with the work and cliaracter 
of Christ. It was easier for Him to train a few, and gradu¬ 
ally raise them to the high standard required in His im¬ 
mediate followers. That His first adherents were attracted 

1 John i. 44. 1 Mark i. 20. Luke v. 10. 

* See Murk xv. 40; xvi. 1, compared with Matt, xxvii. 66. 

4 Geachiehte , vol. ▼. p. 239. * John xix 25. 

* Luke viii, 3. 7 Mark xv. 40. 



THE FAMILY OF MARY. 


443 


only by religious considerations, tended to guard against any 
seeking to join Him wlio were not moved to do so by a true 
spiritual sympathy—itself the pledge of their fitness for 
disciples. To have drawn around Him great multitudes by 
a display of supernatural powers, would have destroyed all 
His plans, for He could have found no such sympathy in 
crowds thus gathered. Having, therefore, begun with the 
lowly band of four, He turned His thoughts once more 
towards home, and set out with them next day to Galilee. 
A fifth disciple joined Him on the homeward journey—Philip, 
a townsman of the others. Nothing is told of the circum¬ 
stances, though there can be no doubt that he had heard of 

' o 

Jesus, either from, the Baptist, to whom, like the others, he 
seems to have gone out; or from the four, as they travelled 
with him on his own return. The simple words “ Follow 
me,” so often uttered afterwards, were enough to add him to 
the little company . 1 

The family of Mary, in which we no longer hear any 
mention of Joseph—now, apparently, dead for a number of 
years—seems at this time to have left Nazareth for a short 
sojourn at Cana, a village a few miles directly north of its 
own town, on the other side of the hills behind it. A little 
later, Capernaum was chosen instead, but it was to Cana, 
not Nazareth, that Jesus returned from the Jordan. It lay 
upon an almost isolated hill, rising proudly above the 
pasture-land of the little valley of El Battauf, and was 
afterwards a place of some importance, in the last Jewish 
war, from its strong position . 2 

Jesus and His companions had scarcely reached it, before 
Philip, full of natural joy at his discovery of the Messiah in 
Jesus, sought out a friend who lived in Cana, Nathanael by 
name, to let him know that he had found Him “ of whom 
Moses in the Law, and the prophets wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, 
the Son of Joseph .” 3 Nazareth was only a few miles off, 
but so privately had Jesus lived in it that the name was 
new to Nathanael, and the town, besides, had a questionable 
name. “ Can any good thing,” asked he, “ come out of 
Nazareth ? ” 

Jesus had won Peter by the greeting which had made him 

1 On the character of Philip, see a Sermon by Dr. Newman, Plain and 
Parochial Sermons , vol. ii. p. 333. 

* Jos., Vita , 16. Ant., xiii. 15. 1. Bell. Jud., i. 17. 5 ; 4. 7. Furrer, in 
Bibel Lex., Art. liana. 

* John i. 45. 
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feel, that, by a knowledge beyond human, He hud already 
fixed His eye on him, before His coming, as a future disciple. 
A similar display of superhuman knowledge now kindled 
faith in Nathanael. As he approached, Jesus greeted him as 
“ an Israelite indeed, in whom there was no guile." A glance 
had been enough to show that he was one whose simplicity 
and uprightness of spirit marked him as a member of the 
true Israel of God. Nathanael felt that he was known, but 
wondered how Jesus could have learned about him. A few 
words more, and he was gained forever. He had been sitting 
alone, under the fig-tree before his house or in his garden, 
hidden, as he thought, from all, when Philip spoke to him. 
“ Before that Philip called thee," said Jesus, “ when thou 
wast under the fig-tree, I saw thee." u The first words hud 
struck him ; but these, recalling the moments just gone, when, 
very likely, he had been pondering the misery of Israel, in 
his fancied seclusion, and longing for the Great Deliverer,— 
showed that his inmost soul had been, all the while, open to 
the eye of Jesus, and completed the conquest of his soul. 
“ Rabbi,” said he, “ Thou art the Son of God; Thou art t he 
King of Israel." ** He felt that the heart of the Messiah of 
God had turned tenderly towards iiim, even before they had 
met. 

The simple, prompt faith of Nathanael was no less pleasing 
to Jesus than honouring to himself. There was something 
so fresh, so fervent, so full-hearted in his words, now at the 
very beginning of Christ s public work, that they won a reply 
alike gracious and sublime. “ Because I said unto thee, I 
saw thee under the fig-tree, believest thou ? Thou shalt see 
greater things than these." Far higher grounds of faith 
would, henceforth, be granted ; for, from this time, hb “ the 
heavens would be seen, as it were, open, and the angels of 
God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man,"—the 
name consecrated to the Messiah from the days of Daniel, 
and now permanently appropriated by Jesus. When lie be¬ 
gins His work in its full activity, there will be no longer a 
momentary opening of heaven, as lately on the Jordan, but 
a constant intercourse between it and earth, as of old in the 
vision of Jrftob; heavenly ministrations bringing countless 
blessings down, and bearing back the tidings of the work of 
mercy, in reconciling man to God. Language like this is, of 
course, metaphorical. It may be understood literally, in one 
or two cases, in the Saviour’s history, but He cannot have 
referred to these. He, rather, spoke of the connection 
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between earth and heaven, which He had opened. They 
would be no longer isolated from each other. Intercourse 
between them was henceforth renewed, neve'r again to cease ; 
intercourse, at first, between Him and His Father, but 
gradually spreading over the earth, as men caught His image, 
and reproduced His spirit. The angels descending from 
heaven with gifts for the Son of Man to dispense to His 
brethren, would be visible to all who saw the results in His 
kingdom over the earth . 1 

Nathanael’s name does not occur in the list of the Apostles, 
blit it has been assumed from the earliest times that he was 
Bartholomew , 11 who is always named next to Philip. It was 
a Jewish custom to change the name when a public profession 
of religion was made. “Four things,” says R. Isaac, “have 
power to change a man’s destiny—alms,- prayer, change of 
heart, and change of name.” 2 We have instances of such 
a change in that of Simon, who is also indifferently mentioned 
as Peter, and as the son of Jonas, and in Barnabas, whose 
proper name was Joses .’ 1 Nathanael may have been the 
personal name, while Bartholomew was simply an allusion to 
him as the son of Talmai. kk 

1 Schleiermacher’s Predigten, vol. iii. p. 173. J Nork, p. cxaL 

• Acts iv. 36. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

THE OPENING OF CHRIST'S PUBLIC MINISTRY. 

r I 1HE plain of El Battaof—on a hill in which rose the 

village of Cano, now utterly forsaken—stretches out in 
a pleasant rolling green sea, embayed in a framework of 
softer or steeper hills. On the south, the whitewashed tomb 
of a Mohammedan saint marks the top of the hill behind 
Nazareth, and a little to the west of this, the ruined tower 
of Sepphoris rises from a lower ridge. Entering the plain 
from the north, the first village is Kefr 1 Menda, with its 
deep spring, the water of which is carefully kept for use in 
the hot summer; rain water, collected in an open pool, being 
used at other times. The flat roofs of many of the poor 
cottages show frail shelters of wattled wands and twigs, the 
sleeping places of the inmates below, in the sultry summer 
nights. They are, doubtless, the counterparts of the booths 
of branches of olives, pines, myrtles, palms, and other trees, 
which the ancient Jews, in Nehemiah’s day, made on their 
house-roofs in Jerusalem, at the Feast of Tabernacles. 2 
The plain undulates for two and three miles, in alternate 
sheets of grass and grain, from Kefr Menda to Sefuriyeli, 
the ancient capital of Galilee, the “ bird-like ” Sepphoris. 
Several broad caravan roads, which lead to the fords of the 
Jordan, cross it; groves of figs and olives fringe the southern 
edge and parts of the slopes of the hill on which Sefuriyeh 
stands. One overtakes asses bearing heavy loads of rich 
grass to the village, some of them, perhaps, with an ear 
cropped off; the penalty allowed to be inflicted by any 
peasant who has caught it feeding in his unprotected patch 
of grain. Sefuriyeh is, even still, a large and prosperous 
village, stretching out on the western and southern slopes of 
its lull. A half-fallen tower, of great antiquity, crowns the 


1 Kefr is the Arab, for village. 


1 Neh. viii. 15, 16. 
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height, and from its top the eye ranges over a pleasant land¬ 
scape—the soft green plain, the fig and olive groves fringing 
it, Kefr Menda to the north, Cana of Galilee a little further 
east, and, to the south-east, the white tomb on the hill of 
Nazareth; a southern sky, with its deep blue, overarching 

all . 1 It is a delightful idyllic picture, on the small scale 
that marks everything in Palestine.* 

Cana—“ the reedy place ” 2 —as, no doubt, the first settlers 
found the plain below, before it was drained and cultivated, 
is now so utterly desolate that it is the favourite hunting 
ground of the neighbourhood; even leopards being met at 
times among its broken houses, while the wild boar and the 
jackal find haunts in the thick jungle of oak coppice on the 
slopes of the wadys around . 3 The houses are built of lime¬ 
stone, and some of them may have been inhabited within 
the last fifty years. Sepp found the whole space on which 
the village seemed to have stood, only about a hundred 
paces, each way. “ I met,” says he, “ not a living soul; not 
even a dog: the watchman one never misses in Palestine 
was not there to give a sound. My step echoed through 
the deserted little street and open square, as if in the dead of 
night; only flies held their marriage rejoicings in the sun¬ 
shine; while a splendid rainbow stretched over the ruined 
tower of Sepphoris .” 4 

It was very different in the days when Jesus came to Cana, 
after His visit to the preaching of John, on the Jordan. A 
marriage was afoot in the circle of Mary’s friends; possibly 
of her connections. 1 * That She and Jesus were invited to 
the usual rejoicings, and that they accepted the invitation, 
marks the worth of those who had given it, for the presence 
of the saintly mother and her Son at such a time, are a pledge 
that all that was innocent and beautiful characterized the 
festivities . 0 

A marriage in the East has always been a time of great 
rejoicing. The bridegroom, adorned and anointed, and 
attended by his groomsmen, “ the sons of the bridechamber,” 6 
went, of old, as now, on the marriage day, to the house of the 
bride, who awaited him, veiled from head to foot , 6 alike from 
Eastern ideas of propriety, and as a symbol of her subjection 

1 Fnrrer's Wanderungen , p. 301. 2 n.5f3 ( kaneh ), a reed. 

* J. a7id and Book, p. 427. 4 Sepp, vol. ii. p. 103. 

6 Matt. ix. 15. John iii. 29. 

• Gen. xxiv. 15; xxxviii. 14, 15. Rev. xix. 8. 
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as a wife. 1 A peculiar girdle—the “ attire ” which a bride 
could not forget -—was always part of her dress, and a wreath 
of myrtle leaves, either real, or of gold or gilded work—like 
onr wreath of orange blossoms—was so indispensable that it 
came to be used as a term for the bride herself. 8 Her hair, 
if she had not been married before, was left flowing; her 
whole dress was perfumed, and she glittered with as many 
jewels as the family boasted, or, if poor,could borrow fertile 
occasion. 4 Her bridal dress, her special ornaments, the oint¬ 
ment and perfumes for her person, and presents of fruit and 
other things, had been received in the earlier part of the day 
from the bridegroom; the bride, on her part, sending him, 
as her prescribed gift, a shroud, which he wore, as she 
did hers, on each New Year’s Day and Day of Atonement.’’ 
The Rabbis had fixed Wednesday as the day on which maidens 
should be married, and Friday for widows, 6 so that, if the 
bride at Cana was now married for the first time, we know 
the day of the week on which the ceremony took place. *Slu* 
might be very young, for girls become wives in the East when 
twelve or fourteen, or even younger. The bridegroom and 
bride both fasted all day before the marriage, and confessed 
their sins in prayer, as on the Day of Atonement. 7 When 
the bride reached the house of her future husband’s father, 


in which the marriage was celebrated, the bridegroom received 
her, still deeply veiled, and conducted her within, with great 


rejoicings. 0 j 
house in the 


Indeed, he generally set out from his father’s 
> evening to meet her, with flute-players or 


singers before him ; his groomsmen, and others, with flaring 
torches or lamps, escorting him amidst loud rejoicing, which 
rose still higher as he led her back. Neighbours thronged 
into the streets.® Flutes and drums and shrill cries filled the 


air, and the procession, as it passed on, was swelled by a train 
of maidens, 10 friends of the bride and bridegroom, who had 
been waiting for it. The Talmud has preserved a snatch 11 
of one of the songs sung by the bridesmaids and girls as they 
danced before the bride, on the way to the bridegroom’s houso. 
In a free translation it runs something like this :— 


1 1 CoF. xi. 10. 1 Jer. ii. 32. ■ nj>3 f kallah. 

4 Ph. xlv. 8. Isaiah xlix. 18; lxi. 10. Rev. xxi. 2. 

* Talmud, quoted in Sepp, vol. ii. p. 193. * Srpp, vol. ii. p. 196. 

1 Gin*burg. Art. Marriage , Kitto’s Cyclo., 3rd edition. 

• Sepp, Jeru*. u. d. Heil. Land, vol. i. p. 21. • Cant. iii. 11. 

** xatt. xxv. 1. 11 Quoted by Sepp, vol. ii. p. 197. 
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“ Her eyelids are not stained with blue, 
Her red cheeks are her own; 

Her hair hangs waving as it grew, 

Her grace were wealth, alone! ” . 


In the house of the bridegroom’s father, which was, for a 
time, the home of the young couple, things went merrily; a 
feast being prepared, to which all the friends and neighbours 
were invited . 1 It was an essential part of the ceremony, for 
even so early as Jacob’s day, “ to make a feast ” had become 
the common expression for the celebration of a marriage . 2 

The bride did not join in this festivity, however, but re¬ 
mained apart, among the women, shrouded in the long white 
veil of betrothal; unseen, as yet, even by her husband. Nor 
did she take any part in the subsequent amusements, or 
show herself at all. It was only when husband and wife were 
finally alone, that the veil was, for the first time, removed .* 1 

Meanwhile, the family rejoicings went on apace. The 
feast was provided at the cost of the bridegroom , 3 and con¬ 
tinued usually for seven days , 4 with the greatest mirth . 5 
The bridegroom wore a crown, often of flowers—the crown 
with which, in the Song of Solomon, it is said , 6 “ his mother 
crowned him in the day of his espousals, in the day of the 
gladness of his heart”—and sat “ decked, like a priest, in 
his ornaments ; ” 7 the bride sitting in the women’s apartment, 
“adorned with her jewels.” Singing, music, and dancing , 8 
merry riddles, and the play of wit, amused the guests, night 
after night while the feast was prolonged, and it was only 
after the excitement had worn itself out, that life settled 
down again into colourless monotony. 

It was to some such festivity that Jesus had been invited 
with His five disciples. The earthen floor and the ledge 
round the wall would be spread with carpets, the walls hung 
with garlands ; the spirits of all bright and cheerful as the 
decorated chamber, and the modest rejoicings in no way 
clouded by the presence of Mary’s Son and His followers . 9 
There was no excess, we maybe sure, but the flow of harmless 
entertainment brightened all faces. John had been an ascetic 
—the highest form of religious life hitherto known in Israel. 


1 Gen. xxix. 22. Matt. xxii. 1-10. Luke xiv. 8. 

5 Gen. xxix 22. See also Esther ii. 18. Matt. xxii. 4 ; xxv. 10. Luke 
xiv. 8. 

3 Jud. xiv. 10. John ii. 9, 10. 4 Jud. xiv. 12, 15. Tobit xi. 20. 

• Jer. vii. 34; xvi. 9. 8 Ch. iii. 11. 7 Isaiah lxi. 10, 

8 Jer. xxv. 10. 8 John ii. 10. 
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He had spent his days in penitential austerity and wilderness 
seclusion; had drunk no wine, had eaten no pleasant food, 
and had kept apart from human affairs and relationships. 
But a new and higher ideal of religion was now to be intro¬ 
duced. Jesus came to spiritualize the humblest duties of life, 
and sanctify its simplest incidents, so as to ennoble it as a 
whole. Henceforth, pleasures and enjoyments were not to 
be shunned as unholy; religion was not to thrive on the 
mortification of every human instinct, and the repression of 
eveiy cheerful emotion. It would mix with the crowd of 
men, affect no singularity, take part in the innocent festivities 
of life, interest itself in whatever interested men at large, and 
yet, amidst all, remain consecrated and pure; in the world, 
by sympathy and active brotherhood, but not of it; human 
in its outward form, but heavenly in its elevation and spirit. 

The rejoicings had continued for some evenings, when a 
misfortune happened that threatened to disgrace the bride¬ 
groom and his family for life in the eyes of their neigh¬ 
bours. The supply of wine ran out. As in all wine-growing 
countries, the population were not only temperate, but 
simple in their mode of life, beyond what the natives of a 
colder climate can imagine. Yet wine was their symbol 
of joy and festivity. Jotham, in the far-back days of the 
Judges, had praised it as “cheering God and man,” 1 and 
among other passages, a Psalm had spoken of it as making 
glad the heart, 3 though its immoderate use had been con¬ 
demned 3 in many Scriptures. “Wine is the best of all 
medicines,” said a Hebrew proverb : “ where wine is want¬ 
ing, doctors thrive.” 4 “ May there be always wine and life 
in the mouth of the Rabbi,” was one of the toasts at their 
merry meetings. 5 But, withal, this referred only to its care¬ 
ful use. Among the parables in which the people delighted, 
one ran thus—“ When Noah planted his vineyard, Satan 
came and asked him what he was doing ? * Planting a 

vineyard,’ waa the reply. '‘What is it for?’ ‘Its fruits, 
green or dry, are sweet and pleasant: we make wine of it, 
which gladdens the heart.’ ® ‘ I should like to have a hand 

in the plauting,’ said Satan. ‘ Good,’ replied Noah. Satan 
then brought a lamb, & lion, a sow, and an ape, killed them 
in the vineyard, and let their blood run into the roots of 

1 Judges ix. 13. 9 Pa. civ. 15. 

• Prov. xx. 1; xxiii. 29, 30. Isaiah xxviii. 7. Hoses iv. 11, eto., etc. 

4 Dukes, Rah. Blumenlete, p. 132. * Duket, p. 161. 4 Pa. civ. IS 
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the vines. From this it comes that a man, before he has 
taken wine, is simple as a lamb, which knows nothing, and 
is dumb before its shearers ; 1 when he has drunk moderately 
he grows a lion, and thinks there is not his like; if he drink 
too much, he turns a swine, and wallows in the mire; if he 
drink still more, he becomes a filthy ape, falling hither and 
thither, and know T ing nothing of w 7 hat he does.” 


The good and the evil of wine were thus familiar, but we 
mav be certain that only its better side, as enjoyed among 
a people at once simple and sober, who held excess in ab¬ 
horrence, and in a household where licence was not to be 
thought of—was seen at the marriage in Cana, and this 
temperate use of it Jesus cheerfully sanctioned. Mary, 
with her gentle womanly feeling for the shame of seeing 
inhospitality that threatened the host, indulged the hope 
that He—whose mysterious birth, honoured by a special 
star and the sougs of angels, and whose changed look and 
bearing, since His Jordan visit, could not have escaped her— 


would now put forth the hidden powers she might well 
believe Him to have, to brighten the family circle, in whose 
life this feast was so great an event. She had, however, to 
learn, by a gentle rebuke, that His human relation to her 
was now merged and lost in a higher. 3 Using an every-day 
form of w T ords, familiar for ages to his nation , 3 with a 
look of love and tenderness, He waived her implied solici¬ 
tation aside—“Woman, what is there to me and thee? 
Mine hour is not yet come.” There was no disrespect in 
the word “ woman,” for He afterwards used it to her, when 
on the cross, in His last tender offices of love. It was as if 
He had said, “ Our spheres lie apart. Hitherto you have 
known me as your Son. Henceforth, I am much more. My 
Divine powers are only for Divine ends: at the call of My 
Father alone, for His glory only. He fixes My hour for all 
the works He wills me to do, and in this case it has not yet 
come .” 4 “Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it,” said 
Mary, on hearing His answer—for it had no harshness to her. 

The superstitious dread of ceremonial uncleanness, among 
the Jews, made ample provision necessary in every house¬ 
hold, for constant washings of vessels, or of the person. 

1 Isaiah liii. 7. 

* Ellicott’s Life of Out Lord , p. 121. Neander’s Life of Christ , p. 175. 

8 Josh. xxii. 24. Judges xi. 12. 2 Sam. xvi. 16; xix. 22. 1 Kings 

xvii. 18. 2 KiDgs iii. 13. Matt. viii. 29; xxvii. 19. Mark i. 24. Luke 
viii. 28. 4 John v. 36. 
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No one ate without washing the hands; each guest had his 
feet washed on his arrival, for sandals were left outside and 


only naked feet allowed to touch a host’s floor; and the 
washing of “ cups, and jugs, and bottles,” as the Talmud tells 
ns, “ went on the whole day.” 1 Six great jars of stone, 
therefore, for such purifications, stood ranged outside the 
door, or in the chamber; their narrow mouths perhaps filled 
with green leaves, as is still the custom, to keep the water 
cool. “ Fill the waterpots with water,” said Jesus, adding, 
when they had carefully filled them to the brim, “ Draw 
out, and take supplies to the governor of the feast.” But 
the water was now glowing wine. His words to His mother 


and the servants had been unnoticed by the company, and 
the fresh supply, when tasted first, as the fashion was, by 
the chief man of the feast,* on whom it fell to see to the 


entertainment of the guests, was found so good, that he 
playfully rallied the bridegroom on keeping the best to the 
last. 1 


The “glory ” of Jesus had always shone, to those who had 
eyes to see it, in the spotless beauty of His life; but this was 
a revelation of it in a new form. It was “ the beginning ” of 
His miracles, wrought, as was fitting, in stillness and privacy, 
without display,—to cheer and brighten those around Him. 
His presence at such a feast showed His sympathy with 
human joys, human connections, and human relationships. 3 
He taught by it, for the first time, that common life in all 
its phases, may be raised to a religious dignity, and that 
the loving smile of God, like the tender blue above, looks 
down on the whole round of existence.* He had not been 
invited as the chief guest, or as in any way distinguished, 
for He was not yet The Teacher, famed throughout the 
land, nor had His miracles begun to reveal His higher 
claims. But He took the place assigned Him as one among 
the many, as naturally as the lowliest of the company, and 
remained unknown till His Divine glory revealed Him. 

His miraculous power, indeed, was only one aspect of this 
“glory.” In a far higher sense it was “ manifested ” in His 
Person. It was, doubtless, amazing to possess such powers; 
but, that One whose word, or mere will, could command the 
obedience of nature, should mingle as a friend in an hutnhlc 


1 Lightfoot , vol. iii. p. 120. 

* Robertson $ Sermons, toL ii. p. 279. Sohleiennacher's Predigten, voL 

L p. 292. 
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marriage festivitv, a man amongst men, was still more 
wonderful. Nothing could better illustrate His perfect 
manhood, than His identifying Himself thus with the 
humble incidents of a private circle. He" had grown up 
under the common ordinances of human existence, as a child, 
a son, a brother, a friend, and a neighbour. As a Jew, He 
had shared in the social, civil, and religious life of His 
nation. His presence at this marriage, showed that He 
continued the same familiar relations to His fellow-men, 
after His consecration, as before it. Neither His nationality, 
nor education, nor mental characteristics, nor natural tem¬ 
perament, narrowed His sympathies. Though burdened 
with the high commission of the Messiah, He retained a 
vivid interest in all things human. With us, any supreme 
pre-occupation leaves only apathy for other things. But in 
Christ, no one faculty or emotion appeared in excess. His 
fulness of nature suited itself to every occasion. Strength 
and grace, wisdom and love, courage and purity, which are 
the one side of our being, were never displayed so har¬ 
moniously, and so perfectly, as in Him ; but the incidents of 
this marriage feast show that the other side, the feminine 
gentleness and purity, which are the ideal virtues of woman, 
were no less His characteristics . 1 They throw light on the 
words of St. Paul, “ In Him is neither Jew nor Greek, bond 
nor free, male nor female.” He could subdue Pilate by His 
calm dignity, but He also ministered to the happiness of a 
village festival. He could withstand the struggle with the 
Prince of Darkness in the wilderness, and through life, but 
he wept over the grave of Lazarus. He could let the rich 
young ruler 

as He healed the man that was dumb . 2 He pronounced the 
doom of Jerusalem with a lofty sternness, but He wept as 
He thought how it had neglected the things of its peace. 
He craved sympathy, and He showed it with equal tender¬ 
ness : He was calm amidst the wildest popular tumult, but 
He sought the lonely mountain for midnight prayer. He 
sternly rebuked Peter for hinting a temptation, but He 
excused his sleep in Gethsemane by the weakness of the 
flesh. He gave away a crown when on the cross, but He 
was exceeding sorrowful unto death in the garden. He 
never used His miraculous powers to relieve Himself, but 

1 Robertson's Sermons, vol. ii. p. 270. Ullmann’s Siindlosigkcit, p. 49. 

2 Mark vii. 34. 


, if he would, go his way to perish, but He sighed 
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He provided for the multitude in the wilderness. His judge* 
quailed before Him, but He forgot His dying agonies, to 
commend His mother to the lifelong care of a friend. Ho 
rebuked death, that He might give her son back to the 
widow; and He took part in the rejoicings of an humblo 
marriage, that He might elevate and sanctify human joys. 
In the fullest sense He was a man, but not in the sense in 
which manly virtues are opposed to those of woman, for 
He showed no less the gentleness, purity, and tenderness of 
the one sex, than the strength and nobility of the other. 
He was the Son of Man, in the grand sense of being repre¬ 
sentative of humanity as a whole. Man and woman, alike, 
have in Him their perfect ideal. 1 

An Indian apologue tells us that a Brahmin, one of whose 
disciples had been perplexed respecting miracles, ordered a 
flower-pot filled with earth to be brought him, and having 
put a seed into it before the doubter, caused it to spring up f 
blossom, and beat* fruit, while he still stood by. “ A miracle,” 
cried the young man. “ Son,” replied the Brahmin, “ what 
else do you see done here in an hour than nature does more 
slowly round the year ? ” The wine which the guests had 
drunk from the bridegroom’s bounty, and possibly from the 
added gifts of friends, had been slowly matured in the 
vine by mysterious elaboration, from light, and heat, and 
moisture, and the salts of the earth, none of which had more 
apparent affinity to it than the water which Jesus trans¬ 
formed. The miracle in nature was not less real or wonder¬ 
ful than that of the marriage feast, and strikes us less, only 
by its being familiar. At the threshold of Christ’s miracu¬ 
lous works it is well to realize a fact so easily overlooked. 
A miracle is only an exercise, in a new way, of the Almighty 
power we see daily producing perhaps the same results in 
nature. Infinitely varied forces are at work around us every 
moment. From the sun to the atom, from the stone to the 
thinking brain and beating heart, they circulate sleeplessly, 
through all things, for ever. As they act and react on each 
other, the amazing result is produced which we know as 
nature, but how many mysterious inter-relations, of which 
we know nothing, may offer endlessly varied means for pro¬ 
ducing specific ends, at the command of God ? Nor is there 
anything more amazing in the works of Christ than in the 
daily phenomena of nature. The vast universe, embracing 


1 On the name “ Son of Man,” ace Keim’e Chrtitvs, p. 105. 
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Suns and planets, living 


heavens above heavens, stretching out into the Infinite— 
with constellations anchored on the vast expanse like tiny 
islet clusters on the boundless ocean, is one great miracle. 
It was wonderful to create, but to sustain creation is, itself, 

to create anew each moment, 
creatures in their endless races, all that the round sky of 
each planet covers—seas, air, sweeping valleys, lofty moun¬ 
tains, and the million wonders of the brain and heart and 
life of their innumerable populations, have no security, each 
moment, that they shall commence another, except in the 
continued expenditure of fresh creative energy. Miracles 
are only the momentary intercalation of unsuspected laws 
which startle by their novelty, but are no more miraculous 
than the most common incident of the great mystery of 
nature. 


The beginning of the public career of Jesus as Messiah at 
a time so joyful as a household festival was appropriate. 
His bounteous gift fitly marked the opening of His kingly 
work, like the fountains flowing with wine at the corona¬ 
tion of earthly kings. 1 But a king very different from 
earthly monarchs was now entering on His reign. No out¬ 
ward preparation is made : He has no worldly wealth or rich 
provision to lavish away. Yet, though He has no wine, 
water itself, at His word, becomes wine, rich as the finest 
vintage. Till His hour has come, He remains passive and 
self-restrained, awaiting the moment divinely appointed for 
His glory shining out among men. Once come, the slumber¬ 
ing power, till now unrevealed, breaks forth, never to cease 
its gracious work of blessing and healing, till the kingdom 
He came to found is triumphant in His death. 

The age of Jesus at His entrance on His public work has 
been very variously estimated. Ewald supposes that He 
was about thirty-four, fixing His birth three years before 
the death of Herod. 2 Wieseler, on the contrary, believes 
Him to have been in His thirty-first year, setting His birth 
a few months before Herod’s death. 3 Bunsen, 4 Anger, 
Winer, Schiirer, and Renan agree with this: Lichtenstein 
makes Him thirty-two. 5 Hausrath and Keim, on the other 
hand, think that He began His ministry in the year A.D. 34, 
but they do not give any supposed date for His birth, though 


1 Ewald’s Gescliichte, vol. v. p. 329. 

4 Ewald, Geschichtc, vol. vii. p. 522. 3 Herzog, vol. xxi. p. 543. 

* Bibelicerk, vol. ix. p. 195. s Art. Jesus Christ, in Herzog. 
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if that of Ewald be taken as a medium, He must now have 
been forty years old, while, if Wieseler’s date be preferred, 
He would only have been thirty-seven.* 1 The statement of 
the Gospel, 1 that He was “ about thirty years of age when 
He began ” His public work, is so indefinite as to ullow free 
conjecture. In any case, He must have been thirty-one 
at His baptism, from His having been born before Herod’s 
death. It was even supposed by Irenams,* from the saying 
of the Jews, 3 —“Thou art not yet fifty years old,” and from 
His allusion to the forty-six years during which the Temple 
had been building, that He was between forty and fifty at 
His death. Amidst such difference, exactness is impossible, 
and it seems safest to keep to the generality of St. Luke, by 
thinking of Jesus as about thirty—though not younger—at 
His baptism. 

The stay at Cana seems to have been short. It may have 
been only a family visit, or it may have been, that, from 
some cause, Mary had gone for a time to live there; but, in 
either case, Jesus very soon removed from a locality so little 
suited to His work, from its isolation, and remoteness from 
the centres of life and population. He had resolved to make 
Galilee, in which He was at home, the chief scene of His 
labours. He was, moreover, safer there than either in Judea 
or Perea, for the hierarchy could reach Him more ensily in 
the one, and the tyranny of Antipas was less restrained in 
the wild territory of the other. The kingdom He came to 
6et np must grow silently, and by slow, peaceful degrees, 
like the mustard seed, to which He compared it, and it could 
not do so in any part so well as in Galilee. Far away from 
turbulent Judea, He escaped the excitements, more or less 
political, the insurrections, and wild dreams of national 
supremacy, ever fermenting at Jerusalem, and avoided ex¬ 
citing suspicion, or having His spiritual aims perverted by 
the revolutionary violence of the masses. 4 His kingdom 
was not of this world, like the Messianic dominion fondly 
expected by the nation, but the far mightier reign of “ Tho 
Truth.” 

Galilee was, however, in some respects, an unfavourable 
centre. Jerusalem, always morose and self-sufficient, ridi¬ 
culed its population, and affected to deny that any prophet 
had risen in it, though Elijah, the greatest of the illustrious 


1 Luke iii. 28. 


* (a.d. 202) ii. 22. 5. 

4 John ri. 15. 


3 John viii. 57 ; ii. 20. 
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order, Elisha, Hosea, and Nahum,—had been Galiloeans. 1 2 
The wits of the capital, moreover, ridiculed them for their 
speech, for they substituted one letter for another, and had 
a broad pronunciation. Their culture, and even their capa- 
citv ~ were contemned, thong'll so many prophets had risen 
amongst them, though they could boast of Barak, the con¬ 
queror of the Canaanites, and of many famous Rabbis, and 
though the high-minded Judas the Zealot had shed honour 
on them, in Christ’s own day, as the great apostle Paul, 
sprung from a Gischala family, was to do hereafter. 3 But 
hatred, or jealousy, like love, is blind. 

It is hard to know how early the Rabbinical fancy of two 
Messiahs arose, but, if it had already taken any shape in 
Christ's lifetime, it must rather have hindered than helped 
His great work. The Messiah of the House of Joseph was 
to appear in Galilee, and, after gathering round him the 
long-lost Ten Tribes, was to march, at their head, to Jeru¬ 
salem, to receive the submission of the Messiah of the House 
of David, and, having united the whole kingdom once more, 
was to die by the hands of Gog and Magog, the northern 
heathen, as a sacrifice for the sins of Jeroboam, and of the 
nation at large. 1 But these fancies took a definite form only 
in a later age, and we find no trace of them in the New 
Testament. Who can tell, however, how old their germs 
may have been ? They show, at least, what the application 
of passages from the prophets to Christ’s first appearing in 
Galilee 4 also implies, that the Galiloeans cherished the great 
promise of the Messiah. Frank, high-spirited, and com¬ 
paratively unprejudiced, they were more ready than other 
Jews to listen to a new teacher, and the thousands who had 
rekindled their zeal on the banks of the Jordan, under the 
preaching of John, had already, on their return, spread 
around them the excited expectation of an immediate advent 
of the Messiah, which the Baptist had announced. But 
though the soil was thus specially favourable for His earlier 
work, the fame of Jesus was hereafter to spread, in spite of 
all local prejudices, till, at last, He should hear Himself pro¬ 
claimed by the multitude, even in the streets of Jerusalem, 
as Jesus, the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. 5 

Nazareth, itself, like Cana, lay too far from the centres of 


1 John vii. 52. 

2 Matt xxvi. 69, 73. John i. 46 ; xix. 19. Acts ii. 7. 

3 Koim, Der geschicht. Ghristus, p. 74. 4 Matt. iv. 14. Isa. ix. 1. 

4 Matt. xxi. 11. Kchn, vol. i. p. 592. 
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population for Christ’s public work, and there was, besides, 
the inevitable drawback of its having known Him during 
the long years of His humble privacy. He, doubtless, felt, 
from the Jirst, what He afterwards expressed with so much 
feeling, that “ a prophet is not without honour, save in his 
own country, and in his own house.” 1 His fellow-townsmen, 
and even His own family, could not realize that one whoso 
lowly position and unmarked career, they had had before 
them through life, could be so much above them. It was, in 
infinitely greater degree, the same pettiness and inability to 
estimate the familiar justly, that, in our own agte, made John 
Wilson write , 2 that as “ the northern Highlanders do not 
admire ‘ Waverley,’ so, I presume, the south Highlanders 
despise ‘ Guy Mannering.’ The Westmoreland peasants think 
Wordsworth a fool. In Borrowdale, Southey is not known 
to exist. I met ten men in Hawick who do not think Hogg 
a poet, and the whole city of Glasgow think me a madman.” 
With such counteracting prejudices, Nazareth was altogether 
unsuited for the longer residence of Jesus, and hence He 
seems never to have returned to it, after His baptism, except 
for a passing visit. 

He chose for His future home the shores of the Luke of 
Galilee, at that time the most populous, as they are still tho 
most delightful, part of Palestine. Henceforth, the “ jewel” 
of its banks—Capernaum—became “ His own city ,” 3 and for 
a time, at least, His mother and His “ brethren ” seem also 
to have made it their home , 4 though a little later we find 
Jesus living permanently as a guest in the house of Peter, 
as if they had once more left the town, and returned to 
Nazareth . 6 From this centre His future work was carried 
on. From it He set out on His missionary journeys, and He 
returned to it from them to find a welcome and a home. 

Capernaum lay on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee, 
at the spot, a little way from the head of the lake, where 
the shore recedes in a more westerly arc, forming a small 
cape, from which the view embraces the whole coast, in every 
direction. It could never have been very large, for Josephus 
only once mentions it,® as a village to which he was carried 
by his soldiers, when hurt by a fall from his horse, which 
had stuck in the marsh below Bcthsaida Julias. The name 

1 Matt. Tiii. 57. s Profetior WiUrm't Life , voL i. p. 201. 

* Matt. ix. 1; xiii. 1, 35. Mark ii. 1; iii. 19, 81; vii. 17. 

4 John ii. 12. * Mark. i. 29. * Vita, 72, see p. 460. 
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does not occur in the Old Testament. Capernaum, k was the 
boundary town between the territory of Philip and Antipas, 
and, as such, had a custom-house 1 and a garrison. 3 One of 
the officers stationed for a time in it, a foreigner, and, doubt¬ 
less, a proselyte, had, in Christ’s day, built a fine synagogue, 
as a mark, at once of his friendly feeling to the Jewish 
nation, and of homage to Jehovah. The whitewashed houses 
were built of black basalt or lava, still scattered in boulders, 
here and there, over the neighbourhood, and gives the ground 
a dark appearance when the tall spring grass has withered 
and left it bare. The synagogue, however, was of white 
limestone. Great blocks of chiselled stone, finely carved— 
once its frieze, architrave, and cornices—still lie among the 
waving thistles, where the town formerly stood. The walls are 
now nearly level with the ground, most of the pillarS and 
stones having: been carried off to build into house walls, or 

O # ' 

burn for lime, though some of its double row of columns, 
hewn in one block, and of their Corinthian capitals and 
massy pedestals, still speak of its former splendour. Bound 
the synagogue, and reaching up the gentle slope behind, 
stretched the streets and squares, covering an area of half-a 
mile in length, and a quarter in breadth; the main street 
running north, to the neighbouring Chorazin. 

At the north end of the town, two tombs yet remain; one 
built of limestone, underground, in an excavation hollowed 
out with great labour in the hard basalt; the other, a rectan¬ 
gular building, above ground, large enough to hold a great 
nnmber of bodies, and once, apparently, white-washed, 31 to 
warn passers by not to defile themselves by too near an 
approach to the dead. 

Capernaum, in Christ’s day, was a thriving, busy town. 
The “highway to the Sea,” 4 from Damascus to Ptolemais,— 
now Acre, but still known by the earlier name in the seven¬ 
teenth century, 5 —ran through it, 6 bringing no little local 
traffic, and also opening the markets of the coast to the rich 
yield of the neighbouring farms, orchards, and vineyards, 
and the abundant returns of the fisheries of the lake. The 
townsfolk, thus, as a rule, enjoyed the comfort and plenty 
we see in the houses of Peter and Matthew, and were even 
open to the charge of being “ winebibbers and gluttonous,” 

1 Mark ii. 14. Luke v. 27. Matt. ix. 9. 2 Luke vii. 5. 

3 Matt, xxiii. 27. 4 Isaiah ix. 1. Matt. iv. 15. 

6 Qiwreimiini , a Franciscan, quoted by Krim, vol. i. p. 597. 

• Kiepert’s IIunikaTt" wn Palaestina, 1875. 
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which implied generous entertainment. Th^y were proud of 
their town, and counted pn its steady growth and unbounded 
prosperity, little dreaming of the ruin which would one day 
make even its site a question. 

It was in this town that Jesus settled, amidst a mixed 
population of fisher-people, grain and fruit agents, local 
tradesmen, and the many classes and occupations of a 
thriving station on a great line of caravan traffic. It was a 
point that brought Him in contact with Gentile as well as 
Jewish life. Households like that of Peter, proselytes liko 
the centurion, and the need of a large synagogue, imply 
a healthy religiousness in some, but the woe pronounced 
on the town by Jesus, after a time, shows that whatever 
influence He may have had on a few, the citizens as a 
wholfe were too much engrossed with their daily a flail's to 
nay much heed to Him . 1 

An hour’s walk behind the town leads to gentle hill slopes, 

which, in April, are thinly covered with crisp grasses, and 

stalks of weeds. From the top the eye follows tlie course 

of the Jordan as it enters the lake in two streams, through 

a marshy delta, the favourite pasture ground for herds of 

huge, ungainly, fierce, and often dangerous black buffaloes, 

which delight to wallow by day in such marshy places, up 

to the neck in water or mud, and return at night to their 

masters, the Arabs of the Jordan valley. Jesus must often 

9 * 

have seen these herds luxuriating idly in this swampy para¬ 
dise, for they are not used for labour in the district round 
the lake, though they are sometimes set to drag the plough 
in the parts near the Waters of Merom . 2 3 The lake itself 
stretched out, north and south, like a pear in shape, the 
broad end towards the north,* or like a lyre, from which, 
indeed, it got its ancient name of Chinneroth . 3 m Its greatest 
width, from the ancient Magdala on the west side, to Gergcsa 
on the east, is six and three-quarter miles, and its extreme 
length, a little over twelve. There are no pine-clad moun¬ 
tains, no bold headlands, no lofty precipices; the hills— 
except at Khan Minyeh, the ancient Tariclitca, a little below 
Capernaum, where there is a small cliff—rise gradually, in a 

1 Matt. xii. 23. 

: I'urrer, Art. Duffel. Tristram, Nat. Hist, of Bible, p. 72. 

3 Hitzig derives it from Persian, Kenar, the shore, as orig. a name of a 
town on the bank;) of the lake, and then, of the lake itself. Gesch. d. 
Volkes Israel, p. 24. Dr. Grove thinks it a Cauaanite name adopted 
by the Hebrews. Diet, of Bible, vol. i. p. 30(5. 
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dull uniform brown from tlie lake, or from a fringe of plain, 
on the south and east, to about 1,000 feet; on the north-west 
to about 500. No prominent peak breaks the outline, but 
the ever-changing lights and the rich tints of sunrise and 
sunset, prevent monotony. From the south of the lake, the 
top of Hermon, often white with snow, stands out sharp and 
clear in the bright sky, as if close at hand, and, towards the 
north, the twin peaks of Hat tin crown a wild gorge, a little 
way below Capernaum. On the eastern side the hills rise in 
a barren wall, seamed with a few deep ravines, black basalt 
predominating, though varied here and there by the lighter 
grey limestone. Nor trees, nor village, nor spots of cultivated 
land break the desolation which spreads like a living death 
over the landscape, except along the narrow stripe of green, 
about a quarter of a mile in breadth, that fringes the lake. 
It was among these waste and lonely hills that Jesus often 
retired to escape the crowds which often oppressed Him. 
The hills on the western side slope more gently, and rise and 
fall in rounded tops, such as mark the softer limestone. The 
line of the shore, in the upper reaches, is broken into a series 
of little bays of exquisite beauty. 

The Rabbis were wont to say that God had made seven 
seas in the land of Canaan, but had chosen only one for Him¬ 
self—the Sea of Galilee. 1 Josephus rightly called the land 


on its borders, 


U 


the 


crown 


) J 


of Palestine. The plain of 


Gennesareth begins at Khan Minyeh, about two miles below 
Capernaum, filling in the bow-like recess which the hills 
make from that point to Magdala. It as romantic as beauti¬ 
ful, for the ravine at its southern end leads, at a short dis¬ 
tance, to the towering limestone cliffs of Arbela, on whose 
heights numerous eagles now build among the airy*caverns, 
once the fortress alternately of robbers and patriots, to whom 
the valley offered a way to the lake. Gennesareth was the 
richest spot in Palestine; five streamlets from the neigh¬ 
bouring hills quickening its rich dark volcanic soil into 
amazing fertility. It measures only about two and a half 
miles from north to south, by about a mile in depth, 2 but, in 
the days of Christ it must have been enchantin'gly beautiful. 
“Its soil,” says Josephus, “ is so fruitful that all kinds of 
trees grow in it. Walnuts flourish in great plenty; there 


1 Sep., vol. ii. p. 170. Lightfoot, Chor. Cent., p. 144. 

* Maps of Lieut. Anderson, R.E. (from actual survey). Becovcrij oj 

J < riualem, pp. 339, 348. 
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are palm-trees also, which require heat, and figs and 
olives, which require a more temperate air. Nature seems, 
as it were, to have done violence to herself, to cause the 
plants of different lands to grow together. Grapes and figs 
ripen for ten months in the year, and other fruits till up the 
other months.” 1 

No wonder the fruits of Gennesareth put to shame all else 
in the markets of Jerusalem. Its soil is still fertile in the 
extreme, and it lies between five and six hundred feet below 
the Mediterranean, which makes it very warm. Wheat, 
barley, millet, rice, melons, grapes, the common vegetables, 
tobacco, and indigo flourish, and date-palms, figs, citrons, and 
oranges are not wanting. Gennesareth melons are exported 
to Damascus and Acre, and are greatly prized. The olean¬ 
ders and wild figs, palms, etc., rise here and there in rank 
luxuriance, and there can be no doubt that, in former times, 
when the whole soil was carefully tilled, few semi-tropical 
plants would have failed to grow. The climate of the lake 
shore, generally, is so mild even in winter, that snow seldom 
falls. In summer, on the other hand, it is oppressively hot, 
for except at the plain of Gennesareth, which enjoys cool 
breezes from Lebanon, the hills shut out the west wind, 

abatement of the intensity of the summer in 
Palestine, and hence the people of Tiberias are glad to sleep 
in shelters of straw or leaves on their roofs during the hot 
months. Melons ripen four weeks sooner than at Acre and 
Damascus, and though wheat is not so early ripe ns at Jericho, 
w here the harvest is in May, it is ready for the sickle in June. 
A spot so charming could not, however, escape some draw¬ 
back. This sultry moist heat causes, along the marshy lake 
edge, a* prevalence of fever, and sometimes brings pesti¬ 
lence, and ophthalmia and sickness of various kinds are only 
too common. 

The shores of the plain are w’liite with myriads of little 
shells, over which the transparent, crystal-like waters rise 
and fall with the wind, and the side next the hills is shut in 
by a fringe of oleanders, rich, each May, in red and white 
blossom. In the days of Christ the whole landscape w'as full 
of life. Busy towns and villages crow-ded the shores, and the 
waters swarmed with boats employed in the fisheries, which 
even gave their names to several of the towns. South of 
Capernaum lay the busy city' of Tarielmea, or “ Pickling 


almost the only 


1 Bell. Jud., iii. 10. 8. 
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Town,” 1 —the great fish-curing port—which had boats 
enough to meet the Romans, a generation later, in a deadly 
sea-fight on the lake, 2 in which eight thousand of its citi¬ 
zens, and of those who had taken refuge in it, were slain, and 
nearly forty thousand sold as slaves. s n This and Tiberias 
were the two ports in which the fishermen of Capernaum and 
Bethsaida found a ready sale for their freights. A little 
further south rose the houses of Magdala, or Migdal-El— 
*' the Tower of God ”—now Medschel—the home of the Mary 
who bears its name. Then came Tiberias, with its splendid 
palace, grand public buildings, huge arsenal, famous baths, 
glittering in the bright sunshine, and its motley, busy popu¬ 
lation ; town after town rising in the distance. To the 
north, on the Slope of the hills, a short way off, lay 
Chorazin, named, it might seem, from the “ coracin ” fish 
mentioned by Josephus as found in its neighbourhood. At 
the head of the lake, 4 on the other side of the Jordan, 
Bethsaida—“ the Fisher’s Town ”—rebuilt, and re-named 
Julias, by the tetrarch Philip, was fresh from the hands of 
the masons and sculptors, and along the eastern shore lay 
Gergesa, Gamala, Hippos, and other swarming hives of men. 
The landscape is now very different. The thickly peopled 
shore is almost deserted. Tiberias, then so magnificent, has 
shrupk into a small and decaying town, like every place under 
Turkish rule ; the white towns and villages, once reflected 
in the waters, have disappeared ; the fleets of fishing boats are 
now replaced by one solitary crazy boat; ° the richly wooded 
hills are bare ; the paradise-like plains are overgrown with 
thorns and thistles. The shore—varied by stretches of sand, 
intervals of white tiny shells, shingle with larger shells here 
and there, and great beds of black basalt, which show the 
volcanic nature of the district, as do also the warm baths 
at Tiberias—is silent. Hear the water, reeds and rushes grow 
in long reaches, in the flatter swampy parts—a favourite haunt 
of the pelican, and many other birds, but, above all, of the 
turtle-dove, the bird dearest from of old to the Jew. The 
whole must have been beautiful, however, in former days to 
make^he Emperor Titus compare it with the Lake of Neuf- 
chatel, in Switzerland, 5 though, nowadays, the comparison 
seems fanciful. 1 * 

1 Rnctschi, Art. Gennesaret, in Herzog , vol. v. p. 7. 

3 Bell. Jud., iii. 10. 9. * Bell. Jud., iii. 10. 9 ; 10. 10. 

4 Bell. Jud., iii. 10. 8. ‘ Freculph. Citron., ii. 3. 
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It was in Capernaum that Jesus chose His home, in the 
midst of this life and beauty, beside the gleaming lake, 
embosomed deep on this, its western shore, in soft terraced 
hills, laughing with fruitfulness; the higher hills of Upper 
Galilee rising beyond, and the majestic Hermon closing the 
glorious landscape. The view over the waters showed the 
steep slopes—now yellow limestone, now black basalt— 
which led up to the Gaulonitis country. Capernaum was 
the town of His three chief apostles, Peter, John, and James, 
and also of Andrew. Here He healed the centurion’s slave*, 1 
and raised the daughter of Jairus; 2 called Matthew from 
the booth where he took the customs dues, and healed the 
mother-in-law of Peter. From a boat near the shore, close 
by, He preached to the crowds, 3 and it wa^ in the waters off 
the town that He vouchsafed to Peter and his brother the 
miraculous draught of fishes. 4 

The whole neighbourhood, indeed, is sacred to the memory 
of Jesus. The Lake of Galilee had been chosen bv God for 
Himself, and honoured above all seas of the earth, in a sense 
which the Rabbis little dreamed. The men, the fields, the 
valleys round it, are immortalized by their association with 

the Saviour. There were the vineyards on the hill slopes, 
round which their owner planted a hedge, and in which he 
built a watch-tower, and dug a wine-press. 5 There were 
the sunny hills, on which the old wine had grown, and the 
new was growing, for which the householder would take 
care to provide the new leather bottles.® The plain of Gen- 
nesareth was the enamelled meadow, on which, in spring, 
ten thousand lilies were robed in more than the glory of 
Solomon, 7 and where, in winter, the grass was cast into the 
oven. It was on such pastures as those around, that the 
shepherd left the ninety-and-nine sheep, to seek, in the 
mountains, the one that was lost, and bring it back, on his 
shoulders, rejoicing when found. 8 The ravens, that have 
neither storehouse nor barn, 9 daily sailed over from the 
cliffs of Arbela, to seek their food on the shore of the lake, 
and from the same cliffs, from time to time, flew forth the 
hawks, to make the terrified hen gather her chickens,under 
her wings. 10 The orchards of spreading fig-trees were 
there, on which the dresser of the vineyard, in three years, 

* Lake vii. 1. * Luke viii. 41. * Lake v. 3. 4 Lake v. 4. 

* Matt. xxi. 33. 4 Luke v. 37. 7 Luke xii. 27. 28. 

* Luke xv. 4. * Luke xii. 2-1. 10 Matt, xxiii. 37. 4. 
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found no fruit, 1 and in which the grain of mustard seed 
grew into so great a tree that the fowls of the air lodged in 


its brandies.” Across the lake rose the hills of Gaulonitis, 
which the idly busy Rabbis watched for signs of the weather. 
A murky red, seen above them in the morning, was a text 
for these sky-prophets to predict “ foul weather to-day, for 
the sky is red and lowering,” :1 and it was when the sun 
sank, red and glowing, behind the hills in the west, that the 
solemn gossips, returning from their many prayers in the 
synagogue, made sure that it would be “ fair weather to¬ 
morrow.* It was when the sea-cloud was seen driving 
over the hill-tops from Ptolemais and Carmel that neigh¬ 
bours warned each other that a shower was coming, 6 and 
the clouds sailing north, towards Safed and Hermon, were 
the accepted earnest of coming heat. 6 The daily business 
of Capernaum, itself, supplied many of the illustrations so 
frequently introduced into the discourses of Jesus. He might 
see in the bazaar of the town, or on the street, the rich 
travelling merchant, who exchanged a heavy load of Baby¬ 
lonian carpets for the one lustrous pearl 7 that had, perhaps, 
found its way to the lake from distant Ceylon. Fishermen, 
and publicans, and dressers of vineyards passed and re-passed 
each moment. Over in Julias, the favourite town of the 
tetrarch Philip ; below, in Tiberias, at the court of Antipas, 


lived the magnates, who delighted to be called 

CD J O 


Cl 


gracious 


lords,” and walked in silk robes. 8 The young Salome lived 
in the one town; her mother, Herodias, in the other; and 
the intercourse between the two courts could not have 


escaped the all-observing eye of Jesus, as He moved about 
in Capernaum. 9 

It was this town, on the border between the districts of 
Philip and Antipas, and on the highway of commerce and 
travel by the shore of the lake, in the midst of thickly sown 
towns and villages, that Jesus selected as His future home. 
He seems, at first, to have lived with His mother and His 
brethren, and the few disciples He had already gathered; 
but His stay, at this time, was short, 10 for He presently set 
out on His first Passover journey to Jerusalem. 11 On His 
return, He appears to have made His abode, as often as Ho 


1 Luke xiii. 7. 2 Luke xiii. 19. 8 Matt. xvi. 3. 

4 Matt. xvi. 2. 5 Luke xii. 54. • Luke xii. 55. 

T Matt. xiii. 46. 8 Luke xxii. 25. 

9 See a very striking passage in Hausrath , vol. i. pp. 345, 346. 

10 Jolm ii. i2. 11 John ii. 13. 


31 



466 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


was in tlie town, in the house of Peter, 1 who lived with his 
brother Andrew and his mother-in-law. It had a court¬ 
yard before it, 2 and was on the shore of the Lake, 8 but it 
was, at best, only the home of a rough-handed fisherman's 
household. 

1 Mark i. 29. Matt. xvii. 24. s Mark ii. 4 ; ii. 9» 

* Mark ii. 13; iv 1. 



CHAPTER XXX. 


VISIT TO JERUSALEM. 

T HE choice of Capernaum by Jesus as His future centre 

was significant. John had chosen the “ terrible wilder¬ 
ness,” with its “ vipers and scorpions and drought.” 1 Jesus 
selected the district spoken of as “ the garden of God,” and 
“ Paradise.” 2 John had lived amidst the silence of desola¬ 
tion ; Jesus came to a centre of business and travel, to live 
amidst men. John kept equally aloof from priest, prince, or 
governor, from Rome and from Jerusalem ; Jesus settled in 
a garrison town, noted for business and near Tiberias, with 
its Idumean prince, the future murderer of the Baptist, and 
its gay courtiers. The contrast marked the vital difference 

between His work and that of His herald. He was to wear 

■ 

no prophet’s mantle like John, but the simple dress of other 
men: 3 to lay no stress on fasts, to enforce no isolation from 
any class, for He came to all men irrespective of rank or 
nation. 

Jesus had come, in fact, to preach a Gospel of which the 
glorious panorama around Him was the fit emblem. The 
“ old wine ” of Judaism, which had in a measure character¬ 
ized the spirit of John, was to be replaced by the “ new wine 
of the kingdom of God.” 4 John had sought to establish 
that kingdom anew, on a Jewish foundation, by trying to 
blend together the spiritual and the external. While break¬ 
ing away in some respects from the old theocracy, he had 
sought to build up a new outward constitution for Israel 
alone, and had imposed it, with its burden of fastings, wash¬ 
ings, and endless legal requirements, in part, on the nation 
at large, and in all its severity, on himself and his disciples. 
He had proposed to heal the wounds of mankind by an un¬ 
natural withdrawal from the world, and by the austerities 
of ascetic observance. For this religion of endless, hope- 

1 Deut. viii. 15. 3 Lightfoot, vol. i. p. 155. 3 Matt. ix. 20. 

Mark xiv. 25. 
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less straggle after legal purity, which carried with it no 
balm for the heart, and enforced morbid isolation, Jesus, h J 
His settling in Capernaum, substituted that of peace and 
joy, and of a healthy intercourse w ith mankind and citizen¬ 
ship in the great world. The religion of John was national, 
local, and unsatisfying, and marked by the spirit of caste ; 
that of Jesus offered the splendid contrast of a faith which 
rose high over all that had hitherto been know r n. Suited 
alike for the peasant and the prince, it cared nothing for 
outward position or the changes of states or nationality, 
but sought only to meet the wants and longings of man, in 
the inner infinite world of the heart and spirit, which no 
Herod could reach. Recognising all good, wdiercvcr found, 
it gladly drew to itself all that was true and pure, and re¬ 
joiced to ally itself with the gifts "which dignify human 
nature. The friend of man, it saw in every soul a pearl, 
hidden or visible, and ennobled every honourable human 
calling by enlisting it in the service of God. It lifted men 
above care for the world or inclination to seek it, because 
it was not a religion of outward forms, of harsh legalities, 
or unnatural seif-iufliction and isolation, but the religion 
of peace and joy, in reconciliation with God aud the calm 
of jarring nature within—a religion which gave calmness 
amidst all want, and reflected the untroubled image of 
heaven in the soul, amidst suffering and trial—a religion 
which laid the agitations and cares of the bosom to rest, by 
the pledge of Divine love and pity. The sweet fancy of the 
Portuguese mariner, who, after rounding Cape Horn, amidst 
storm and terrors, found that the ocean on which he had 
entered, lay as if hushed asleep before him, and ascribed 
its calm to the glittering form of the southern cross shining 
down on it, was to be turned into fact, in the stillness of the 
hitherto troubled soul under the light of the Star of Bethle¬ 
hem. 

The stay of Jesus in Capernaum at this time was very 
short. 1 He had resolved to attend the Passover, 2 and only 
waited till it was time to do so.* No details have been left 
us of this earliest ministry, but it could hardly have been 
encouraging, for even at a later date its recollections waked 
painful thoughts. 8 The determination to carry His message* 
beyond the narrow and ungracious circle of Capernaum, and 

1 Jolm ii. 12. 1 John ii. 13, 25. 

> Matt xi. 20. 24. Lake x. 13, 15. 
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the towns around, to a wider sphere, would be only 
streng thened by this result. Jerusalem, with its schools and 
Temple, was the place fitted beyond all others for His work¬ 
ing with effect. He did not wish to be openly recognised as 
the Messiah as yet, but it was imperative now, at the opening 
of His ministry, that he should visit the great centre and 
heart of the nation, and unostentatiously open His great 
commission. The whole country looked to Jerusalem as 
its religious capital, and an impression made there would 
react everywhere. 

The month of April, on the eve of the 15th of which the 
Passover was eaten, was the bright spring month of the year. 
The plains were covered with rich green, for it was the 
“ earing month,” 1 and the grey hills lit up with red anemones, 
rock roses, red and yellow, the convolvulus, marigold, wild 
geranium, red tulip, and a hundred other glories, for it was 
the “ month of flowers.” 2 The cuckoo, unseen, as here, was 
heard around: our thrush and sweet-voiced blackbird flew 
off at the approach of a passer by : the voice of the turtle 
was heard in the land: the song of the lark flooded a 
thousand acres of upper air, and the pastures were alive with 
flocks and herds. The roads to Jerusalem were already 
crowded when the month began. Flocks of sheep, goats, and 
cattle from Bashan, 3 daily passed over the fords of the Jordan, 
towards the Holy City, and shepherds with their flocks, from 
“ the pastures of the wilderness,” between Bethany on the 
Mount of Olives, and the Dead Sea, or from the south country 
stretching away from Bethlehem, were in great excitement 
to bring their charge safely to the Temple market, where 
one hundred thousand lambs, alone, were needed, besides 
thousands of sheep and oxen. The roads and bridges on the 
main lines of travel through the whole country had been 
repaired; all tombs whitewashed, to guard those coming to 
the feast from defilement, by unconscious approach to them : 
the fields examined, to weed out whatever illegal mixtures 
of plants defiled the land: and the springs and wells cleansed 
for the wants of the pilgrims, no less than to secure their 
legal purity. 4 

Jerusalem was in its glory. The whole population was 
astir from the earliest morning, to enjoy the co.ol of the day 

1 The old name of the month was Abib—an ear of corn: “ earing * 
here = “ coming into ear.” 

2 Its later name was Nisan—the month of flowers. 

8 Deut. xxxii. 14. 4 Steitz. in Herzog, vol. xi. p. 147. 
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and the excitements of the season. The hills of Moab were 
hardly purple with the dawn before the Temple courts were 
crowded, and by the time the sun rose from behind the 
Mount of Olives, leaving the morning clouds to float off and 
lose themselves in the deep valley of the Dead Sea, the 
business of the day had fully begun. The golden roofs and 
marble walls of the Temple reflected a dazzling brightness ; 
the King’s Pool, beyond the Tyropoeon, seemed molten silver, 
and the palms, cypresses, olives, and figs, of the palaco 
gardens, and among the mansions of the rich on Zion and 
round the city, bent in the soft air. The concourse at tho 
hour of morning prayer was immense, but it grew even 
greater as the day advanced. The streets were blocked by 
the crowds from all parts, who had to make their way to the 
Temple, past flocks of sheep and droves of cattle, pressing 
on in the sunken middle part of each street reserved for them, 
to prevent contact and defilement. Sellers of all possible 
wares beset the pilgrims, for the great feasts were, as has been 
said, the harvest time of all trades at Jerusalem, just as, at 
Mecca, even at this day, the time of the great concourse of 
worshippers at the tomb of the Prophet, is that of the busiest 
trade among the merchant pilgrims, who form the caravans 
from all parts of the Mohammedan world. 1 

Inside the Temple space, the noise and pressure were, if 
possible, worse. Directions were posted up to keep to the 
right or the left, as in the densest thoroughfares of London. 3 
The outer court, which others than Jews might enter, and 
which was, therefore, known as the Court of the Heathen, 
was, in part, covered with pens for sheep, goats, and cattle, 
for the feast and the thank-offerings. Sellers shouted the 
merits of their beasts, sheep bleated, and oxen lowed. It was, 
in fact, the great yearly fair of Jerusalem, and the crowds 
added to the din and tumult, till the services in the neigh¬ 
bouring courts were sadly disturbed. Sellers of doves, for 
poor women coming for purification, from all parts of the 
country, 3 and for others, had a space set apart for them. 
Indeed, the sale of doves was, in great measure, secretly, in 
the hands of the priests themselves : Hannas, the high priest, 
especially, gaining great profits from his dove-cots on Mount 
Olivet. The .rents of the sheep and cattle pens, and the 

1 Burckhardt’a Travel« in Arabia. Milm&n's Christianity , p. 79. Steitt, 
in Herzog, vol. xi. p. 147. 

9 Middoth, c. ii. 2, quoted by Sepp, vol. iii. p. 97. 

* B. Sanhed., xi. I. 
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profits on the doves, had led the priests to sanction the 
incongruity of thus turning the Temple itself into a noisy 
market. Nor was this all. Potters pressed on the pilgrims 
their clay dishes and ovens for the Passover Lamb ; hundreds 
of traders recommended their wares aloud ; shops' 5 for wine, 
oil, salt, and all else needed for sacrifices, invited customers, 
and, in addition, persons going across the city with all kinds 
of burdens, shortened their journey by crossing the Temple 
grounds. The provision for paying the tribute, levied on all, 
for the support of the Temple, added to the distraction. On 
both sides of the east Temple gate, stalls had for generations 


f orei gn 


money 


From the 


been permitted for changing foreign money. From the 
fifteenth of the preceding month 'money-changers had been 
allowed to set up their tables in the city, 1 and from the 
twenty-first—or twenty days before the Passover—to ply 
their trade in the Temple itself. Purchasers of materials for 
offerings paid the amount at special stalls, to an officer of the 
Temple, and received a leaden cheque for which they got 
what they had bought, from the seller. Large sums, more¬ 
over, were changed, to be cast, as free offerings, into one of 
the thirteen chests which formed the Temple treasury. 2 
Every Jew, no matter how poor, was, in addition, required 
to pay yearly a half-shekel—about eighteenpence—as atone¬ 
ment money for his soul, and for the support of the Temple. 
As this would not be received except in a native coin, called 
the Temple shekel, 3 which was not generally current, 
strangers had to change their .Roman, Greek, or Eastern 


strangers 


money, at the stalls of the money-changers, to get the coin 
required. The trade gave ready means for fraud, which was 
only too common. Five per cent, exchange was charged, but 
this was indefinitely increased by tricks and chicanery, 0 for 
which the class had everywhere earned so bad a name, that, 
like the publicans, their witness would not be taken before a 
court. 4 


Jesus was greatly troubled by this monstrous desecration 
of His Father’s house. He was a young unknown man, and 
a Galilsean : He had no formal authority to interfere, for the 
Temple arrangements were under the priests alone, but the 
sight of such abuses, in a place so holy, roused His inmost 
spirit. Entering the polluted Temple space, and gazing 
round on the tumult and manifold defilements, He could not 


1 Mischna, Shekalim, i. 3. 
* Derenhourg, p. 136. 


* Mark xii. 41. Luke xxi. 1. 
4 Sepp, vol. iii. p. 41. 
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remain impassive. Hastily tying together some small cords, 
and advancing to the sellers of the sheep and oxen. He com¬ 
manded them to leave the Temple, with their property, at 
once, and drove them and their beasts out of the gates. The 
sellers of doves were allowed to take their cages away, but 
they, too, had to leave. The money-changers fared worst, 
as they deserved. Their tables were overturned, and they 
themselves expelled. After long years the Temple was once 
more sacred to God. 

That one man should have effected snch an amazing act 
may have been due, as St. Jerome says, “ to the starry light 
which shone from His eyes, and to the Divine majesty which 
beamed from His features ,” 4 but it is not necessary to 
suppose snch a miraculous aid. The weakness of a gnilty 
conscience on the one side, and the grandeur of a supreme 
enthusiasm on the other, account for it. All were under a 
spell for the moment. It was an act such as Mattathias or 
Judas Maccabeus might have done, and prophet-like as it 
was, in such a place, and in such a cause, its unique heroism 
secured its triumph. 

The authorities who were responsible for the abuse so 
astoundingly corrected, were no less paralyzed than the 
multitude at layge, by the lofty zeal for God shown thus 
strangely. Rules of a strictness hitherto unknown were ere 
long announced,* and, for the moment, put in force, though, 
three years later, things had become as bad as ever. No 
one could henceforth go up to “ the hill of the Lord ” with a 
staff in his hand, or with his shoes on his feet, or with money 
in his girdle, or with a sack on his shoulder, or even with 
dust on his feet, and no one might carry a burden of any 
kind thgongh the Temple, or even spit within the holy 
precincts . 1 It was felt that religion had received a deadly 
injury by the evils against which the Galilcean stranger had 
thus signally protested, and a vain effort was made to 
restore the prestige they themselves had so fatally injured. 

It was wholly in keeping with His office to act as Jesus 
hod done. As His Father’s House, the Tample was su¬ 
premely under His care, and He only exercised His rights 
and duties as the Messiah, in cleansing it as He did. It 
was a sign and commencement of the spiritual cleansing 
He came to inaugurate: a note struck which disclosed the 
character of His future work. Zechariah* had said that 

1 Middoth, ii. S. Berachoth, ix. 5. Jot. e. Apian, ii. 8. * Ch. xiv. 2L 
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in the days of the Messiah “ the trader would no more be in 
the House of Jehovah,”* and thus even the prophets, whom 
the nation honoured, seemed to endorse His act. 

The priests could say nothing condemnatory, but could 
only raise the question why He should have taken it upon 
Him to assume authority which they claimed. They were 
irritated beyond bounds, and doubtless indulged their scorn 
at a “ prophet,” who took on Himself the duties of the Temple 
police. Yet the people, by their silence, showed that they 
approved the act, though it implied condemnation of the 
high priest and his colleagues, and had attacked a custom 
sanctioned by age, established by formal authority, and 
identified with the interests of the Temple and its services. 
The crowds of pilgrims also honoured the act of the young 
Galiltean, of whom strange rumours had reached them from 
the Jordan; instinctively feeling that it was right. Jesus 
had made His entrance on public notice, in a way that 
struck the popular imagination,—as a true prophet, who 
witnessed fearlessly for God, against the desecration of His 
house. The feeling towards Him was half enthusiastic, half 
respectful; His enemies were confused and paralyzed. He 
was the valiant soldier of the Lord of Hosts, and it might 
have seemed as if the way to an easy triumph were to be 
expected forthwith. 

But He and the people had wholly different conceptions of 
the office of the Messiah. He had acted as He had done 
from no personal end. His disciples saw that it was con¬ 
suming zeal for His Father’s glory, that had animated 
Him ; 1 a welling up of holy indignation. He had exercised 
the prophet’s office, of striking for the true, and the pure ; a 
right w r hich has been used in all ages by lofty natures, wdien 
instituted means and the low morality of the times, fail to 
stem growing corruption. 3 Such an act could not be done, 
without overpowering, unreflecting earnestness, and zeal 
kindled into a flame, but this Divine earnest zeal was not 
unw'orthy of the purest, for without it, in fallen times, 
nothing great can be done. 3 Yet 'He was the Prince of 
Peace. It was not His nature to strive, or to make His 
voice heard in the streets. 4 To have taken the tide of 
popular feeling at the full, would have led Him to triumphs 
for which He had no desire, and would have been fatal to 

1 John ii. 17. 2 Liicke, Komment ., in loc. 

3 Ullmann’s Siindlosigkeit, p. 136. 4 Matt. xii. 19. 
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His viewB, instead of advancing them. Numbers were, per¬ 
haps, willing to have believed that He might be the Messiah, 
had He announced Himself as such, but the Law had been 
given of old amidst thunderings and lightnings, and they 
expected the Kingdom of the Messiah to be proclaimed 
with equal sublimity. Unostentatious illustrations of Divwie 
power, such as healing the sick, opening the eyes of the 
blind, or the ears of the deaf, were not enough. They 
desired public and national miracles, which would glorify 
Israel and astonish the world. But it was no part of His 
plan to attract the wonder of the crowd, or to minister to 
national pride, or inaugurate a dispensation of fear or force. 
His Kingdom was in the hearts of men, not in their out¬ 
ward suffrages; in the calm realms of truth, not in those 
of political strife. 

The authorities could take no violent measures, and con¬ 
tented themselves with asking Him for some “ sign,” to 
justify His act by its Divine authority, and incidentally 
reveal His claim on their homage, if, perchance, He might 
prove the Messiah. The question must have raised that 
of His supreme right as consecrated Son of God, and in¬ 
volved the condemnation of those by whom such a state of 
things had been allowed. Why had they, the appointed 
guardians of the Temple, been so powerless or negligent 
against such desecration ? If they had thus failed, who but 
the Messiah alone, could cleanse the sanctuary, not partly, 
and for a time, but perfectly, and for ever ? He answered 
them, therefore, as their Rabbis were wont to do, with an 
enigmatical sentence, which He left them to unriddle as 
they could.® “ Destroy this Temple,” said He, doubtless 
pointing as He did so, to His person—that Temple of God, 
pure and sacred beyond all others—“ and in three days I 
will raise it up.” The sound of the words to a Jew, and 
their apparent meaning, were alike audacious. He was 
standing amid the long and lofty marble arcades of the 
sacred building; amidst its courts, paved with costliest 
stones, and rising terrace above terrace; its vast spaces, 
built up with incredible labour and equal magnificence 
from the valley, hundreds of feet below; its snnctuary 
ablaze with gold; its wonderful gates of silver and gold 
and Corinthian brass, which were the national pride. The 

verv existence of the nation was identified with the invio- 
* 

lability of the Temple. It had been already building for 
forty-six years, and was not yet finished, for eighteen thou- 
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sand "workmen were still employed on some incomplete parts 
of it thirty years after this, and were paid off when their 
work was done, 1 only a few years before the destruction of 
the city. The passionate fanaticism for a- structure so 
splendid, and so bound up with the hopes and pride of the 
nation, was extreme. It seemed to them under the special 
protection of Jehovah. Antiochus Epiphanes, its great 
enemy, had perished miserably and shamefully in Persia. 2 
Crassus, who had plundered its treasures, had fallen with 
his army, amidst the thirsty sands of the desert. Pompey, 
who had intruded into the Holy of Holies, had been mur¬ 
dered by an Egyptian centurion, and his headless trunk had 
been left exposed on the strand of Egypt. To touch the 
Temple was, in the eyes of the Jew, to incur the vengeance 
of the Almighty. Perverting the answer of Jesus, therefore, 
into an allusion to the building which they revered with 
such a zealous idolatry, they tauntingly reminded Him of 
the years it had taken to build, and scouted His supposed 
proposal to destroy and restore it so quickly. 

No utterance ever fell from the lips of Jesus, of which He 
did not foresee the full effect, and this answer, as He knew, 
was a veiled anticipation of His earthly end. The cry that 
the Temple was in danger would at any moment rouse the 
whole race to revenge the insult with the fury of despair, or 
perish in the attempt. The resentment felt at such words, 
may therefore be judged. Three years later it was by their 
perversion that the high priests sought His death, and they 
were coarsely flung as a taunt against Him, when He hung 
on the Cross. Nor were they forgotten even afterwards, for 
they were made an aggravation of the charges against the 
first martyr, Stephen, as His follower. 3 

But they meant something of deepest significance to the 
Jews themselves. Though, doubtless, in their direct import 
a concealed announcement of His own death and resurrec¬ 
tion, they had wdder applications. “ Tour whole religion,” 
they implied, “ in as far as it rests on this Temple, is corrupt 
and snnken, but He is already here, who, when that Temple 
passes away, as pass away it must, will restore it in un¬ 
speakably greater glory, and His doing so will be the sign 
He gives.” 4 All this lay in His veiled sentence. “ Do you 

1 Under the Procuratorship of Albinus, in a.d. 63. Joe. Ant., xx. 9. 6. 

3 2 Macc. ix. 3 Mark xiv. 58 ; xv. 29. 

4 Ewald, Geechichte , yoI. v. p. 337. 
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really wish a sign from Me, of my Divine authority over this 
Temple ? You shall have the highest. Destroy this Temple, 
which will surely one day fall, though, while it stands, I 
wish it to be pure and worthy: destroy it, if you choose, and 
with it let all your corrupted religion perish: I shall, pre¬ 
sently, rebuild it again, with far greater glory than it can 
now boast, for this Temple is the desecrated and fallen work 
of men’s hands, but Mine will be pure: a Temple of the 
religion of Spirit and truth, which will be established by My 
resurrection on the third day, and will be immortal and 
indestructible.” 

In the answer of Jesu9, indeed, lay, already the whole 
future of His Church. The history of His life and of His 
work is linked to this earliest utterance. The magnificent 
temple He that day cleansed was soon to be destroyed, 
mainly through the guilt of those who sought so fanatically 
to preserve it, with all its abuses. But, even before it rose 
in flames from the torch of the Roman soldier, or fell, stone 
from stone, before his tools, another temple, far more won¬ 
derful, had risen silently, in the spirits of men, to take its 
place—a temple, pure and eternal, which He had now dimly 
foreshadowed, at this first moment of His public career. 
Yet, even the Church was in no such high sense the Temple 
of God as the mysterious person of Jesus Himself—the 
holiest tabernacle of God amongst men ever vouchsafed, 
the true Shekinah, the visible incarnation of the Divine. 1 
After the crucifixion, and the resurrection, 4 the exact ful¬ 
filment of His words, in these two great events, struck the 
imagination of the disciples more than any other meaning 
they might have. “ He spoke of the Temple h of His body.” 5 
True in other senses, it was pre-eminently so in this. 

With such an old prophet-like first appearance, followed 
up, as it was, by acts of miraculous power, equal, no doubt, 
in character and greatness, to the examples elsew r hcre re¬ 
corded in the Gospels, it is no wonder to learn that many 
believed on Him. 4 Yet He received no one into the circle 
of His closer personal following from those thus impressed. 
No Scribe or Rabbi, no wealthy citizen, not even a common 
townsman of Jerusalem, was called to follow Him. “ He 
did not trust Himself to them,” nor honour any of them with 
the confidence He had shown in some of His Galilean dis- 


» John i. 14; ii. 8. Gol. ii. 9; i. 19. 

* John ii. 21. * John ii. 23. 


* John ii. 22. 
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ciples. Kor did He relax this caution at any future time; 
for though He grained many friends in Judea, as we discover 
incidentallv, He surrounded Himself with Galilceat s to the 
end of His life. The people of Jerusalem "contrasted un¬ 
favourably with the simpler peasants of the north : they 
were curious and excitable, rather than deep and earnest, 
and the wisdom of the schools, which flourished especially 
under the shadow of the Temple, was pre-eminently unfitted 
to understand Him, or ally itself closely with Him. The 
keen glance of Jesus saw this from the first. There were, 
doubtless, many of the rich and influential men of Jerusalem 
who felt the shortcomings of the prevailing school-wisdom 
and priestly system, and, fretting uneasily under the rule 
of a Herod, or of a Roman governor, were well inclined 
to join a true Israelitish king; many, possibly, who even 
secretly admired Jesus, and were ready to recognise Him as 
the Messiah, as soon as they could do so safely. But John, 
who was himself a Galilocan, and knew that Jesus had made 
only Galiljeans His confidential friends, reveals in his sen¬ 
tentious epigrammatical way, His estimate of such doubtful 
support. “ He did not trust Himself to them because He 
knew all men, and because He needed not that any should 
bear witness respecting Him, as man.” A cheerful witness 
to Him as the Son of God, He always welcomed, when it 
came freely ; but as to the other—He knew men’s hearts. 
He could see that they were willing to honour Him as a 
human king, and that, only from His wonderful works and 
miracles, and they, unmistakably, expected a human king¬ 
dom at His hands. To rule, as a man over men, it would 
have been needful to seek the support of the powerful, who 
would lend themselves for personal ends, and act on mere 
human maxims. But such men would be no counsellors, 
helpers, or servants in founding and spreading the Kingdom 
of Truth. 

Among the upper class of citizens, however, there was 
one, the representative of many whose names are unrecorded, 1 
who was deeply moved by the words and acts of the young 
Galilsean. He bore the Greek name Nicodemus, 1 and was a 
ruler, or foremost man, in the religious world of Jerusalem, 
a member of its governing class, and, in sentiment and party, 
a Pharisee. He was, moreover, wealthy, and, thus, in many 
respects, one whose support, at such a time, would have been 
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eagerly grasped at, had Jesus proposed to found a kingdom 
in which the aids of human expediency were admitted, us 
in political systems. He was a man of advanced years and 
high position, and might, no doubt, have done good service 
to Christ’s worldly interests among the influential classes, 
and have even helped towards a coalition of the priests and 
Pharisees with Him, had his aims been national and religio- 
political, like theirs. There was, inevitably, a strong pre¬ 
judice in Jerusalem, against a movement which had begun 
in Galilee and was supported by Galila?ans, and Nicodemus 
might have helped to counteract it. It was a condition of 
his connection with Jesus, however, that it should be secret. 
Constitutionally timid, he could not brave the social pro¬ 
scription and ridicule which would follow an open adherence ; 
for, though no overt hostility to the New Teacher had yet 
broken out in the class to which he belonged, it was clear 
that its doing so was only a question of time. He was honest, 
and earnest, but could not yet make the sacrifice an open 
alliance demanded. Indeed, his caution clung to him to the 
end of Christ’s life, for in the only two instances in which 
his name re-appears, his weak indirectness is plainly shown. 
At a later period, when the rulers had determined to use 
violence ag.ainst Jesus, we find him trying to turn them 
aside from their purpose, by a general question which did 
not commit himself, 1 and when all was over, it was not till 
he had. caught spii'it enough from the example of one of his 
own class, Joseph of Ariinathea, that he ventured to own 
liiR reverence for the dead Saviour, by bringing his bountiful 
gift of spices to embalm Him. 3 At his first interview, he 
did not venture to visit Jesus openly, but came to Him by 
night. 

As a Rabbi, Nicodemus was necessarily skilled in the 
subtle expositions of the Law for which his order was 
famous, and must have been familiar with the Scriptures 
throughout, but he had been trained in the artificial expla¬ 
nations of the schools, and was profoundly unconscious of 
their deeper meaning. Like others, he supposed that the 
Messiah would set up a theocra'cy distinguished by zealous 
fulfilment of the Law; every Israelite, as such, forming a 
member of it. Greeting Jesus as one whom he, and others 
in his position, acknowledged to be a Rabbi, he opened the 
interview by a compliment, intended to lead to the point he 
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had at heart. Any question as to his own admission to the 


Messiah’s kingdom had not crossed his mind. 


The traditions 


of his brother Rabbis had taught him that while “ the nations 
of the world would be as the burning of a furnace in the great 
Day of Judgment, Israel, as such, would be saved ; ” that 


“ there was a part allotted to all Israel in the world to come, 


or, in other words, in the kingdom of the Messiah. 


U 


God 


had sanctified Israel to Himself for ever,” and made every Jew 
as such, on a footing, as to His love and favour, with t£ all 
the Angels of the Presence, and all the Angels of Praise, 
and with all the Holy Angels that stand before Him.” 1 k 
Hence, he only wished to know the duties required of him 
as a member of the Messianic kingdom, which Jesus appeared 


to be sent from Grod to set up. Christ, in an instant, saw 
into the speaker’s heart. So far from making any attempt 
to win him, or from abating His demands, as a compromise 
in favour of one whose support might be so advantageous, 
He cut him short by a statement which must have thrown 

Trusting implicity to his 
being a Jew, as a Divine title to citizenship in the new theo¬ 
cracy, and thinking only of formal acts by which he might 


his whole thoughts into confusion. 


show his devotion, and increase his claim to the favour 
of God, here and hereafter, he is met by an announcement 
that neither national descent, nor the uttermost exactness 
of Pharisaic observance, nor any good works, however great, 
availed at all as such, to secure entrance into the 


kingdom 

o 


of God. He had supposed Jesus a Rabbi, and had expected 
to hear some new legal precepts, but is told that not only 
has he no title whatever, as a Jew, to share in the new' 


kingdom, but that he cannot hope to earn one. Jewish 
theology knew nothing higher than an exact equivalent in 
good or evil, for every act. “ An eye for an eye,” both here 
and hereafter, was its only conception. A legal precisian had 


a right to heaven 


the 


neglect of Levitical righteousness 


shut its gates on the soul. 


Jesus broadly told him that his whole conceptions were 


fundamentally wrong 


U 


Every man, whatever his legal 


slanding, must be born again, if he would see the kingdom 
of God. 1 To do so is not a question of outward acts, legal, 
or moral, but of their motive.” The idea of being 


again 


> J 


“ born 

should not'have been incomprehensible to a Jewish 


1 Buck Henoch, c. ii. p. 15. 
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Rabbi, for it was a saying of the Scribes that “a proselyto 
is like a child new born,” 1 and “ circumcision of the heart,” 
and the “ creating a clean heart and renewing a right 
spirit,” 2 are expressions that must have been familiar to 
him in the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms. But 

the full meaning of snch terms had been lost in the pre¬ 
vailing externalism. Ho took the words in their literal 
sense. In his perplexity, he supposed that what was de¬ 
manded was in some way connected with his nationality, 
which, he assumed, already opened an unquestioned entrance 
for him into the theocracy. 

Jesns saw his embarrassment, and forthwith explained 
His meaning more fully. “ The kingdom of God,” He told 
him, “ was none the less a true kingdom that it stood aloof 
from politics, and had none of the outward characteristics 
of earthly states. It had no civil judges, but it had its laws, 
and by these all its subjects would hereafter be tried, beyond 
the grave. It had its conditions of acceptance, also, und 
these were, belief in Himself as its Founder, Legislator, and 
future Judge, and open confession of that belief by the rite 
of Baptism, with which Nicodemus was already familiar, 
from the ministry of John. There could be no admission of 
any one, high or low, at a secret interview, to be followed 
by concealment of the relation thus formed with Himself. 
There most be personal homage and submission to Him, but. 
it must also be frankly and publicly avowed.” 

Nor was Nicodemus left to suppose that any outward 
and formal act, even if inclusive of these demands, would 
alone suffice. Baptism was but the symbol of a spiritual 
revolution so complete that it might well be described as a 
new birth. All men were by nature sinful, and needed a 
moral transformation, which would make thorn as naturally 
seek the purfe and holy as they had sought the opposite. 
Citizenship in His kingdom was a gift of God Himself; the 
re-creation of the moral nature by His Spirit, through which 
the soul hungered after good, as, before, it had done after sin. 

Nor was Nicodemus to wonder at such a statement. God’s 
influence on the heart waa like the flowing wind 3 —free, 
felt, and yet mysterious. It came as it listed, its presence 


1 Jevamoth, lxii. 1; xcii. 1; Sepp, vol. iii. p. 68. Lightfoot, vol. iii p. 
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was felt by its results, but all besides was beyond our 
knowledge. 01 

Teaching so fundamentally different from all bis previous 
ideas, and involving conceptions so unique and sublime, was 
for the time incomprehensible. The startled listener could 
only mutter, “ How can these things be?” Nicodemus, it 
seems very probable, was one of the chief men of th.e religious 
world in Jerusalem, for the three officers of the Sanhedrim, 
while it existed, were the President, the Vice-President, and 
the “ Master,” or wise man, 1 and Jesus appears to address him 
as “Master,” in subdued reproach at his perplexity. “Art 
thou,” He asked, “ the teacher,”—well known and recognised 
as such—the wise man—even by title, “ and dost not know 
these things ? I speak only what I know and have seen in 
the eternal world, and yon hesitate to believe Me. If I have 
told you thus of what is matter of experience, and runs its 
course in the human heart during this earthly life, and you 
think it incomprehensible, how will you believe if I tell you 
the higher truths of the Kingdom—those heavenly mysteries 
which concern the plan of God for the salvation of man ? 
jSo other can reveal such matters, for no man has ever 
ascended to heaven to learn them ; but I am He—the Messiah, 
foretold, as the Son of Man, by your prophet Daniel—who 
have come down from heaven, and, even now, have there My 
peculiar home and seat. Let Me vouchsafe you some glimpses 
of the true nature of My kingdom. I come not as a triumphant 
earthly monarch, but to suffer. As Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, to save those who believed in it, 
so must I be lifted up—how, you shall know hereafter— 
that all who believe in Me may not perish, but have eternal 
life. I have come to carry out, as a suffering Messiah, the 
high purpose of God’s eternal love for the salvation of man. 

“You seek eternal life: it can be had only by believing 
on Me. He who does so, has his reward even here, in the 
love, light, and peace which How from the gift of the Spirit, 
and are the earnest of future glory. I have not come to 
judge men, for to judge would have been to condemn. I 
come to save. They who reject Me are, indeed, judged and 
condemned already, for when I, the Light, have come to 
them, they have shown their character by preferring the 
darkness of sin. Men separate themselves into good and 
evil, before God, by their bearing towards Me. The evil 

1 Scholl, quoted by Liicke, vol. i. p. 527. John iii. 10-21. 
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wish not to be disturbed, and to be let stay in moral dark¬ 
ness, to follow out their sinful desires; but he who seeks 
the truth comes to Me to have more light.” Thus, the evil 
stand self-condemned: the pood rejoice in their growing 
light, as a foretaste of heaven." 

The astonishing originality of such language is altogether 
uniqne. At His first appearance, though still a young man, 
without the sanction of success, or the weight of position, 
or the countenance of the schools, Jesus bears Himself, with 
calm unconsciousness of effort, as altogether superior to His 
visitor. A born Jew, He speaks as the Lawgiver of a new 
theocracy which He has come to found, in place of that of 
Moses, whom they almost worshipped. He lays down con¬ 
ditions of unbending strictness, as indispensable to an en¬ 
trance into the new community thus to be established, 
though He has nothing to offer but privation and self- 
denial, as the earthly result of joining it. He moves at 
His ease amidst subjects the most august and mysterious: 
demands the personal homage of those who would enter 
His kingdom, and promises eternal life as the reward of 
sincere acceptance of His claims. Repudiating the aids to 
which others might have looked; seeking no support from 
the powerful or from the crowd, to facilitate His design ; 
He speaks of Himself, even now, when obscure and alone, 
as a king, and shows a serene composure in extending His 
royalty over even the souls of men. In the presence of a 
famous Rabbi, he claims to be the light 0 to which all men, 
without exception, must come, who love the truth. His 
first utterance anticipates the highest claims of His last. 
An humble Galileean, easy of access, sympathetic, obscure, 
He calmly announces Himself as the Son of Man, whoso 
home is heaven: as knowing the counsels of God from 
eternity: as the only-begotten Son of the Eternal, and the 
arbiter of eternal life or death to the world. It is idle to 
speak of any merely human utterances, even of the greatest 
and best of our race, in the presence of such thoughts and 
words as these: they are the voice of a higher sphere, 
though falling from the lips of One who walked as a man 
amongst men. 


CHAPTER XXXI. 

FROM JERUSALEM TO SAMARIA. 


T HE stay of Jesus in Jerusalem was short, for He had 

come up only to attend the Passover, and to open His 
Great Commission in the religious centre of the nation, 
before the vast throngs of pilgrims frequenting the feast. 
Nor were the results disappointing, for “ many believed in 
Hi s name, when they saw the miracles which He did” dur¬ 
ing the week . 1 With the departure of the multitudes, how¬ 
ever, He also left, to enter, with His disciples, on His first 
wide circuit of preaching and teaching; for, though a begin¬ 
ning had already been made in Galilee , 2 it had been on a 
much smaller scale. 

The district thus favoured embraced the whole of Judea, 
■which extended, on the south, to the edge of the wilderness 
at Beersheba, far below Hebron ; to the lowlands of the 
Philistine plain, on th^west; to the line of the Jordan and 
the Dead Sea, on the east, and, on the north, to Akrabbim, 
the frontier village of Samaria, which lay among the hills, 
twenty-five miles, as the crow flies, from Jerusalem . 11 We 
have the authority of the Apostle Peter, who very likely 
shared the journey, that it extended “ throughout all 
Judea ,” 3 but we have no record of the towns and villages 
thus early favoured with the Message of the New King¬ 
dom. 

How long the tour lasted we do not know ; but it must 
have occupied some months, for He “ tarried ” from time to 
time at different points, He Himself preaching and teaching, 
and His disciples baptizing the converts gained. It was not 
fitting that Jesus should Himself administer the rite which 
admitted citizens to His spiritual kingdom. Baptism, which 
had been introduced by John as a symbol of repentance and 


1 John ii. 23. 


3 Acts x. 37. 


> Ibid. 



484 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


spiritual renewal, in expectation of the coming Messiah, had 
now acquired the far grander significance of a profession of 
laith in Jesus, as the Messiah already come. John s baptism 
had implied a vow to live in the strict and painful Jewish 
asceticism of washings, fasts, and legal observances; that 
of J esus transformed this life into one of Divine liberty and 
loving joyj The material baptism, moreover, was but the 
symbol, and might well be left to His disciples, Himself re¬ 
taining the far grander ministry of the dispensation of the 
Spirit, which cleansed the moral nature, as water did tin? 
body. They had the emblem : He, as became a King, kept, 
in His own hands the substance and reality. To preach the 
Gospel, not to baptize, was hereafter, even in St. Paul’s 
view, the special commission of an Apostle.- Humbler agen¬ 
cies could be left to perform the rite: to the higher ollice 
Jesus devoted His higher rank. 

The introduction of baptism at the beginning of our Lord’s 
ministry, is mentioned only by St.John. It may be that this 
is simply an instance of the omissions of the Evangelists, 
and that careful examination would find indirect indications 


that it not merely began with the opening of Christ's ministry, 
but continued, throughout, till the close. Yet, both SI. 
Matthew and St. Mark mention the command given by 
Jesus, immediately before His ascension, to baptize all 
nations, without any indication of its being the continuance 
of an existing custom, rather than the reintroduction of 
what had been for a time in abeyance. Possibly, the exten¬ 
sion of the rite to all nations/ may have been the special 
reason of its being thus prominently noticed; but, more 
probably, the opposition of the ecclesiastical authorities, 
which broke out into active hostility 4 as soon as the new 
movement grew popular, and forced Jesus to leave Judea, 
made it necessary to disarm opposition by suspending the 
practice. 

The ecclesiastical world of the day—priests, elders, and 
scribes—had rejected the mission of John. They had in¬ 
quired into his claims , 5 attended his preaching , 6 and held 
intercourse with his disciples , 7 but they had not been bap¬ 
tized. They “rejected the counsel of God against them¬ 
selves,” and even went so far, in order to discredit John 


1 F.wald, vol. v. p. 345. 3 1 Cor. i. 17. ‘ * Eicnld , vol. v. p. 347. 
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with the multitude, as to insinuate that lie “had a devil.” 
His real offence was having stood aloof from them, the 
established religious authorities ; and he had shocked their 
self-complacency, and impeached their theology, by declaring 
the worthlessness, before God, of mere nationality. But 
Jesus was already treading in the same steps, and had shown 
even greater independence of the priests and Rabbis, in 
itis acts and teachings; in His cleansing the Temple, and in 
His discourse with Nicodemus. Before long, moreover, His 
movement assumed greater importance than that of John, and 
threatened to draw the whole nation from allegiance to the 
dignitaries of Jerusalem. The fate of John, moreover, was 
perhaps, in great part, due to his being under official cen¬ 
sure, and it is not improbable, if Salim were in Judea, or 
even in Samaria, as many suppose, that the machinations 
of the authorities had contributed to his arrest, and to his 
being handed over to Antipas . 1 He had fled for safety to 
the west side of the Jordan, to be under Roman law; but 
it is wholly in keeping with Pilate’s treacherous nature to 
believe, that in his dread of the priests and Rabbis, the 
Roman governor consented to seize the prophet, and deliver 
him up to death, as he afterwards did w r itb Jesus Himself . 2 
Having such a catastrophe in mind, it w r ould have been op¬ 
posed to the calm prudence with which Jesus at all times 
acted, to have sought the publicity and excitement soon 
developed in connection with His early baptismal gather¬ 
ings. 

It is a question, besides, whether the official opposition, 
which made any action inexpedient that tended to agitate 
the public mind, did not, also, compel delay in the outward 
organization of the new communion which Jesus came to 
found. His spiritual kingdom could be proclaimed, its laws 
and privileges made known, and citizens quietly gained as 
disciples, but their final enrolment as a distinct society 
would likely have resulted in the instant arrest of their 
Leader. The air was too full of political rumours, in con¬ 
nection with a national Messiah, to have made that organ¬ 
ization practicable while Jesus lived, which was at once 
announced after His death. If this were so, baptism, as 
the symbol of entrance into the New Society, might be well 

t 

1 Sep\ r>, vol. iii. p. 106. 
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deferred till the Church was actually begun, on the day of 
Pentecost . 1 

The burden of Christ’s preaching, while journeying 
throughout Judea, was, no doubt, the same as that of His 
Galila?an ministry a little later, and as that of John— 
“ Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand .” 2 The 
time had not yet come for His openly proclaiming Himself 
as the Messiah, though He acted from the first as such, 
without formally assuming the title. To have done so would 
have arrested His work at once, while His acts and words, 
without compromising Him with the authorities, were such 
as forced men, and even the spirits He cast out, to own His 
true dignity . 3 Indeed, the very nature of a spiritual king¬ 
dom like His, founded necessarily only on the free convic¬ 
tions of men, not on assertion or authority, demanded this 
reticence. The heart of man, which was to be the seat of 
His empire, could be won only by the spiritual attractions 
of His life and words. Faith and loving obedience could 
only spring from sympathy with the truth and goodness 
His whole existence displayed, and this sympathy must be 
spontaneous in each new disciple, and was often of slow 
attainment. The kingdom, to uso His own illustrations, 
must grow from almost unperceived beginnings, in slow 
development, like the mustard seed, and spread by silent 
and unseen advance, like leaven. It was, in its very nature, 
to come “ without observation —unmarked—for it was not 
political, like earthly kingdoms, but the invisible reign of 
truth in the souls of men—a growth of opinion—a kingdom 
not of this world . 5 

In this opening period John still continued his great 
preparatory work. He had crossed from the eastern to the 
western side of Jordan, and was baptizing at Enon, near 
Salim—a place the position of which is not positively 
known.* He had, apparently, expected Jesus to begin His 
work as the Messiah, by an open assumption of the title, 
and seems to have been at a loss to account for a com* 
parative privacy so different from his anticipations. The 
idea of a great national movement, with Jesus at its head, 
was natural to him, nor does he seem to have realized that 

* See on this point, Hose, Lfben Jc*u, p. 130. Lange , vol. ii. p. 342. 

* Matt. iii. 2 ; iv. 17 ; x. 7. Mark i. 16. 
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the sublimes t self-proclamation our Lord could make was by 
the still small voice of His Divine life and words. He was 
waitiug calmly for a signal to retire, which had not yet been 
given. Xor was it a superfluous work to continue to point 
the multitudes to the Lamb of God, and thus prepare them, 
by the weight of a testimony so revered, for accepting Him 
to whom He thus directed them. 

Human nature, however, is always the same; ready to 
show its weakness, even in connection with what is most 
sacred. The grand humility of John—inaccessible to a 
jealous thought—was contented to be a mere voice, sending 
men away from himself to his great successor. But his 
followers were not, in all cases, so lowly, and occasion soon 
offered which gave their feelings expression. A Jew , 0 who 
had, apparently, attended the ministry of both John and 
Jesus, had shown the common bias of his race by getting 
into a discussion with some of John’s disciples, about the 
comparative value of their master’s baptism as a means of 
purification, perhaps both morally and Levitically, com¬ 
pared with that of Jesus. A theological controversy between 
Jews, as between Christians, is dangerous to the temper, 
and, indeed, the Rabbis denounced quietness and composure 
in such matters as a sign of religious indifference. Warmth 
and bitterness were assumed to prove zeal for the Law . 1 
Hence, no doubt, there was abundant heat and wrangling 
on an occasion like this, the whole resulting in a feeling of 
irritation and jealousy on the part of the champions of John, 
against One who had thus been set up as his rival. In this 
spirit they returned to their master, and proceeded to relieve 
their minds by telling him that He who was with him beyond 
Jordan, to whom he had borne witness, and to whom he 
had thus given a standing and influence, had Himself begun 
to baptize. It appeared like unfair rivalry, and was creating 
just such a sensation as John had caused at first, for now all 
were flocking to the new Rabbi, as, formerly, to the banks of 
the Jordan. 

The greatness of the Baptist could not have been shown 
more strikingly than in his reply to a complaint so fitted to 
touch his personal sensibilities. “ You are wrong,” said he, 
“ in thinking thus of Him to whom you refer. If He meet 
such success, it is given Him from God, for a man can 
receive nothing except it have been given him from heaven. 


1 Nork, p. cxcv. See also Titus iii. 9. John iii. 25-36. 
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You can yourselves bear witness that I said, ‘I am not the 
Christ, but am sent before Him.’ ” ■ John was regarded by 
the nation at large as a prophet, and, as such, ho was 
venerated so greatly, that, even after his death, many ex¬ 
plained the miracles of Jesus by supposing that He was 
John, risen again from the dead, clothed with the transcen¬ 
dent powers of the spirit world from wdiich he had returned . 1 
Later still, the ecclesiastical authorities were afraid the 
people would stone them if they spok' of his baptism as 
merely human. He was now the foremost man in the land, 
but his splendid humility never for a moment deserted him. 
“ He may make no kingly show,” he continued, “ and may 
have raised no excitement, but He is far above me. You 
know how the friend of the bride leads her home to tlie bride¬ 
groom—how he goes before the choir of companions that 
escort her, and brings her, with loud rejoicings, to her lord. 
I am only that friend, the Kingdom of God is the bride, and 
Jesus the Heavenly Bridegroom.- The prophets of old have 
foretold the espousals of heaven and earth: they are fast 
approaching: the kingdom of the Messiah is even now at 
hand, and will fulfil the promise . 3 Let us be glad, and 
rejoice, and give honour to Him, for the marriage of the 
Lamb is come, and His wife has made herself rendv. + The 

* t * 

friend listens for the Bridegroom’s voice, to obey His com¬ 
mands, and promote His joy, and rejoices to hear it, when 
he has led the bride to Him. My joy is fulfilled, in having 
stirred up the multitude to flock to the ministrations of the 
Lamb of God, and I rejoice in His being so near me thnt I 
seem to catch His voice. He must increase ; I must decrease. 
I am but the morning star; He, the rising sun. He comes 
from above, and is, thus, above all; I am only a man like 
yourselves, of the earth, and speak as a man, what I have 
been sent by God to utter. He is the Messiah from heaven, 
and speaks what He has seen and heard in the eternal world— 
speaks from His own direct knowledge. I only repeat what 
may be revealed to me, here below. My mission is well- 
nigh over, and I now only finish my testimony before I finally 
vanish. But, though thus worthy of all honour, few receive 
His witness: it is an evil generation , 6 that seeks a Messiah 
very different from the holy Messiah of God. He who 

1 Mark viii. 28. 
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believes in Him glorifies the faithfulness of God in fulfilling 
His promises to send salvation to man. For the Gospel He 
proclaims is but the utterance of the precious words of God 
the Father to our race, and, thus, in believing iris Son, we 
honour Him who sent Him. Prophets, and even I, the 
Baptist, receive the Spirit only in the measure God is pleased 
to grant, but God pours out His gifts on Him without 
measure.” 

Such thoughts filled the speaker’s heart with tender adora¬ 
tion, which embodied itself in closing words of wondrous 
sublimity. “You may well believe on Him,” said he, “for 
the Father has given all things into His hand—eternal life 
and outer darkness. He has not only the Divine anointing 
of the Messiah, but the awful power. To be saved by the 
works of the Law is, moreover, hopeless: faith in Him is the 
one Salvation. It is momentous, therefore, that you receive 
Him, for to reject Him is to perish. Blessed is he who 
believes in Him: he has, even now, the beginnings in his 
soul of the Divine life 1 which survives death, and never dies. 
Woe to him who will not hear His voice. He shall never 
see life; but the wrath of God will burn against him abid- 

ingly ! ” 

Jesus had now remained in Judea about nine months, 
from the Passover, in April, to the winter sowing time, in 
December or January . 2 The crowds that came to hear Him, 
though rarely to receive His “ witness,” 3 grew daily larger , 4 
and His fame spread far and near, even to Galilee. His very 
success, however, in attracting numbers, made His retirement 
to another district necessary, for in Judea He was under the 
keen and unfriendly eyes of the bigoted religious world of 
Jerusalem, who saw in Him a second rival, more dangerous 
than the Baptist. His bearing towards them had been seen 
in the cleansing of the Temple, and His miracles were likely 
to give Him even more power over the people than John had 
had, and to lead them to a revolt from the legal slavery to 
Rabbinical rules, in which the Jerusalem Scribes and Phari¬ 
sees held them. There had, as yet, been no open hostility, 
but it was not in keeping with the spirit of Jesus to provoke 
persecution. His hour had not yet come, and to brqye 
danger at present, when duty did not demand it, would have 
beon contrary to His whole nature. Hereafter, when duty 


1 Winer’8 Grammatik, p. 249. 
3 John iii. 32 ; iv. 45. 


3 John iv. 35. 

4 John iii. 2G. 
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called Him to do so, He would voluntarily come, not to 
Jndea alone, but to Jerusalem, though He knew it meant 
His death. 

But, apart from the kindling jealousy of the Pharisees , 1 
the people themselves were sufficient explanation of the 
return of Jesus to Galilee. He was no mere popularity 
hunter, flattered by the idle curiosity that drew crowds to 
see what wonder He might perform. He attracted crowds, 
but yet His mission, in the only light in which He regarded 
results, had been little better than sowing on the wayside, 
or the otony place, or among thistles and thorns. He had 
made so few disciples, that John could speak of them os 
none . 2 The fame He had gained might serve Him e’sr- 
where, but He measured the claims of a locality on His 
ministrations, not by the number's who came to Him, but by 
the proportion won to God. 

The direct road to Galilee ran through the half-heathen 
country of Samaria, and this Jesus resolved to take, though 
men of His nation generally preferred the circuitous route 
by Perea, rather than pass through the territory of a race 
they hated . 3 It ran north from Jerusalem, past Bethel, 
between the height of Libona on the left baud, and of 
Shiloh on the right, entering Samaria at the south end of 
the beautiful valley, which, further north, stretches past the 
foot of Mounts Gerizim and Ebal . 4 He must have started 
in the early morning, to reach Sychar by noon, and must 
have been near the boundary to have done so at all, in the 
short morning of a winter’s 
unsafe for Jewish passengers, either returning from Jeru¬ 
salem or going to it, for it passed through the border districts 
where the feuds of the two rival peoples raged most fiercely. 
The paths among the hills of Akrabbira, leading into Samaria, 
had often been wet with the blood of Jew or Samaritan, for 
thgy were the scene of constant raids and forays, like our 
own border marches between Wales or Scotland, in former 
days. It had been dangerous even in the time of Hosea,® 
eight hundred years before, but it was worse now. Tho 
pilgrims from Galilee to the feasts were often molested, and 
sometimes even attacked and scattered, with more or less 
slaughter ; ? each act of violence bringing speedy reprisals 

* John iv. 1. * John Hi. 39. 

8 Herzog, vol. iv. p. 667. 4 Herzog, toI. xt. p. 164. 

8 The longest day in Palestine is 14 h. 12 m.; the shortest, 9 h. 48 m, 

8 Hosea vi. 9. * Jut., xxvi. 1. Luke ix. 63. 
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from the population of Jerusalem and Judea, on the one 
side, and of Galilee on the other; the villages of the border 
districts, as most easily reached, bearing the brunt of the 
feud, in smoking cottages, and indiscriminate massacre of 
young and old . 1 

The countiy, as He approached Samaritan territory, was 
gradually more inviting than the hills of southern Judea. 
“ Samaria,” says Josephus , 2 “ lies between Judea and Galilee. 
It begins at a village in the great plain (of Esdraelon) called 
Ginea (Engannim), and ends at the district or ‘ toparch,’ d 
of Akrabbim,® and is of the samfe character -as Judea. Both 
countries are made up of hills and valleys, and are moist for 
agriculture, and very fruitful. They have abundance of 
trees (mostly long since cut down), and are full of autumnal 
fruit, both wild and cultivated. They are not naturally 
watered by many rivers, but derive their chief moisture 
from the rains, of which they have no want. As to the 
rivers they have, their waters are exceedingly sweet. By 
reason, also, of the excellent grass, their cattle yield more 
milk than those of other places, and both countries show 
that greatest proof of excellence and plenty—they are, each, 
very full of people.” In our days Samaria is more pleasant 
than Judea. The limestone hills do not drink in the waters 
that fall on them, like those of the south. Rich level stretches 
of black soil, flooded in the wet season, form splendid 
pastures, which alternate, in the valleys, with fertile tracts 
of corn-land, gardens, and orchards. Grape-vines, and many 
kinds of fruit-trees, cover the warm slopes of the limestone 
hills, and groves of olives and walnut crown their rounded 
tops. The meadows of Samaria have always been famous . 3 
Even the prophets speak of the pastures on its downs, 
and of the thickets of its hill-forests. 1. As Josephus tells us, 
the supply of rain was abundant on the hills, and made them 
richly wooded. The climate was so good and healthy, that 
the Romans greatly preferred the military stations in Sa¬ 
maria to those of Judea . 5 Yet the landscape is tame and 
monotonous compared to that of Galilee. Its flat valleys, 
and straight lines of hills, all rounded atop, and nearly of a 


1 Bell. Jud., ii. 12. 4. Vita, 52. * Bell. Jud., iii. 3,4. 

3 See above from Josephus. 

* Isa. ix. 18; xxviii. 1. 1 Sam. xiv. 25. 2 Sam. xviii. 6. Jubil. can 
34. 

* Plin. Hist. Nat., 14. Strabo, xvi. 2. 
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height, contrast unfavourably with the bold scenery of the 
Galilsan highlands—the home of Jesus. 

Having reached the top of the steep hill up which the 
path stretches, the large and fertile pluin of Muklina, running 
north and south, lay beneath Mounts Ebal and Gerizim, the 
giants of the mountains of Ephraim, which rose midway on 
its western side, while low chains of gently sloping hills 
enclosed it, as a 'whole. The path descends towards the 
hills which skirt the western side of the plain, and runs 
along their base, rising and falling in long undulations. Pic¬ 
turesque clumps of trees still dot the hill-sides, and bare, 
precipitous faces of rock rise above the green fields and 
olive-yards, which more or less cover the slopes, mingling, 
at last, with trees above. Half-way up the plain, a small 
valley opens to the west, between Ebal and Gerizim/ which 
rise, steep and precipitous on the side next the plain, to the 
height, respectively, of 1,250 and 1,100 1 feet, both, as seen 
from below, equally sterile. The path enters the valley 
by a gentle ascent, and a brook of fresh, clear water, which 
turns a mill on its way, flows out with a pleasant murmur, 
into the plain. On the left, Gerizim towers in rugged and bold 
masses; on the right, Ebal, which, though steep, is terraced 
to a considerable height, with gardens fenced by the fig 
cactus ; other terraces, planted with corn, extending, in some 
parts, even to the summit. 

The town of Nablus—the ancient Sliechem—is about a mile 
and a half from the mouth of this side valley, in which it 
stands. Luxuriant gardens, richly watered, girdle it round 
outside its old and dilapidated walls, whose gates, hanging 
off their hinges, are an emblem of all things else, at this day, 
in Palestine. The valley, at the town, is so narrow, that 
that a strong man might almost shoot an arrow from the 
one hill to the other. The houses of Nablus are stone—a 
number of them of several stories—with small windows and 
balconies, and low doors, over which texts of the Koran are 
often painted, as a sign that the householder has made the 
pilgrimage to Mecca. It is a very small place, stretching 
from east to west; with narrow covered streets, running 
uorth and south from the two principal ones. Their sides 
are raised, so as to leave a filthy, sunken path in the middle, 
for cattle; but, as a set-off to this, many copious fountains 
and clear rivulets, flow through those on the west of the 
town. 


1 Pal. Fund. Rep., 1873, p. 66. 
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To this ancient city, then in its glory, and very different 


from its present condition 


along 


this path—Jesus was 


coming, no doubt agreeably impressed by the beauties of a 
spot unequalled in Palestine for its landscape. Clumps of 
lofty walnut-trees, thick groves of almond, pomegranate, 
olive, pear, and plum-trees, adorned the outskirts, and ran 
towards the opening of the valley. The weather was bright 
and warm, and the brightness would fill the many-coloured 
woods and verdure, with the melodious songs of birds. The 
clear, sweet notes of our own blackbird; the loud thrill of 
the lark, high overhead, and the chirping of finches, in each 
copse, rose then, as now. The brooks of clear mountain 
water then, as to-day, played, and splashed, and murmured 


past. 


Thousands of flowers enamelled the grass on the 


slopes, for the “blessings of Joseph ” 1 reached their highest 
in the valley of Shechem. g “ The land of Syria,” said Ma¬ 
homet, “is beloved by Allah beyond all lands, and the part 
of Syria which He loveth most is the district of Jerusalem, 
and the place which He loveth most in the district of Jerusa¬ 
lem is the Mountain of Nablus.” 2 The contrast with nature 
was only an anticipation of the brighter spiritual prospect. 
But before Jesus came to the town, He halted for a time to 
rest. 

Close under the eastern foot of Gerizim, at the opening of 
the side valley from the wide plain, on a slight knoll, a mile 
and a half from the town, surrounded now, by stones and 
broken pillars, is Jacob’s well. h The ruins are those of an 
old church, which stood over the well as early as the fifth 
century, but has long ago perished in the storms of past 
ages. Over the well, a few years since, were still to be 
seen the remains of an alcove, such as is built beside most 
Eastern wells, to give a seat and shelter to the tired way¬ 
farer. There is no question that the name of the ancient 
patriarch is rightly given. Thirty or forty springs are found 
in the neighbourhood, but they were, deubtless, already, in 
Jacob’s day, private property, so that he had no alternative 
but to sink a well for himself. Nor was it a slight under¬ 
taking, for it is dug through the alluvial soil, to an unknown 
depth, and lined throughout with strong rough masonry. It 
is still about seventy-five feet deep, but so recently as 1838 
it was thirty feet deeper, each year helping to fill it up, from 
the practice of all who visit it, both natives and travellers, 


1 Gen. x!ix. 26. 


3 Fundfjr. den Orientcs, vol. ii. p. 139. 
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of throwing in stones, to hear their rebound. This custom, 
which may be recent, adding to the accumulations of nearly 
four thousand years, has filled it 1 up perhaps one-half. The 
shaft is seven and a half feet in diameter, and the whole 
work must have been the labour of years. It is exactly on 
the watershed of the district, 1 but as it depends on rain¬ 
water only, it is, now, often dry, though, perhaps, when of 
a greater depth, always more or less full. Lieut. Anderson 
descended it in 1866 and found it quite dry, but an un¬ 
broken pitcher at the bottom showed that there was w'ater 
in it at some seasons. Latterly, it has been buried under a 
great heap of stones, hiding its mouth, which Lieut. Anderson 
found in a sunken chamber, twenty feet deep, the opening 
being just large enough to admit a man’s body. 

Tired with His long mountain walk, and by the heat of 
noon k —for it was midday, and noon in Palestine, even in 
December, is often warm—Jesus was glad to turn aside, and 
rest by Jacob’s well. It was, moreover, the hour for refresh¬ 
ment, 2 and He re.olved to stay in the grateful shade of the 
trees and the alcove, while His disciples went up to the littlo 
valley to the town to buy food. The funds supplied by 
friends, who delighted to minister to Him, 3 provided the 
ready means. 

As He thus rested, a Samaritan woman, from Sychar, 1 
which may have been the same place as Shecliom, or, perhaps, 
was the village near the well, now known as Askar, 
approached, with a water jar on her head, as is the custom, 
and a long cord in her hand, with which to let the jar down 
the well. Few sought the placo at that hour, for evening 
was the common time for drawing water, and thus Jesus 
and she were alone. To ask a draught of water is a request 
no one in the East thinks of refusing, for the hot climate 
makes all feel its value. Hence, under ordinary circum¬ 
stances, it might have been expected, on Jesus craving this 
favour, that it woujd be granted as a matter of course. His 
dress, or dialect, however, 4 had shown the woman that He was 
a Jew, and the relations between Jews and Samaritans made 
His seeking even such a trifling oourtesy from her seem 
strange, for the two nations were mortal enemies. After the 


1 Mill's Nablus, p. 46. Lieut Anderson, in Our Work in Palestine, p. 
20]. Palest. Fund. Rep., Id71,p. 73. 

* U'tnrr, vol. ii. p. 47. * Luke viii. 2. 

* For the peculiarities of the Samaritan dialect, s0c Herzog, vol. xiii. 
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deportation of the Ten Tribes to Assyria, Samaria had been 
repeopled by heathen colonists from varions provinces of tlio 
Assyrian empire, 1 by fugitives from the authorities of Judea, 
and by stragglers of one or other of the Ten Tribes, who found 
their wav home again. The first heathen settlers, terrified at 
the increase of wild animals, especially lions, and attributing 
it to their not knowing the proper worship of the God of the 
country, 2 sent for one of the exiled priests, and, under his 
instructions, added the worship of Jehovah to that of their 
idols 3 —an incident in their history, from which later 
Jewish hatred and derision taunted them as “ proselytes of 
the lions,” as it branded them, from their Assyrian origin, 
with the name of Cuthites. Ultimately, however, they 
became more rigidly attached to the Law of Moses than even 
the Jews themselves. Anxious to be recognised as Israelites, 
they set their hearts on joining the Two Tribes, on their 
return from captivity, but the stern puritanism of Ezra and 
Jlehemiah admitted no alliance between the pure blood of 
Jerusalem and the tainted race of the north. Resentment 
at this affront was natural, and excited resentment in return, 
till, in Christ’s day, centuries of strife and mutual injury, 
intensified by theological hatred on both sides, had made 
them implacable enemies. The Samaritans had built a temple 
on Mount Gerizim, to rival that of Jerusalem, but it had 
been destroyed by John Hyrcanus, who had also levelled 
Samaria to the ground. 111 They claimed for their mountain 
a greater holiness than that of Moriah; accused the Jews 
of adding to the word of God, by receiving the writings 
of the prophets, and prided themselves on owning only 
the Pentateuch as inspired; favoured Herod because the 
Jews hated him, and were loyal to him and the equally 
hated Roman; had kindled false lights on the hills, to 
vitiate the Jewish reckoning by the new moons, and thus 
throw their feasts into confusion, 4 and, in the early youth of 
Jesus, had even defiled the very Temple itself, by strewing 
human bones in it, at the Passover. 5 

Nor had hatred slumbered on the side of the Jews.“ They 
knew the Samaritans only as Cuthites, or heathen from 
Cuth. “ The race that I hate is no race,” says the son of 
Siraoh. 6 It was held that a people who once had worshipped 

1 2 Kings xvii. 24. * 2 Kings xvii. 26. 

8 2 Kings xvii. 33. 4 De Sacy, Chrcstom.. vol. i. p. 158. 

* Ant., xviii. 2 2. a.d. 10. 6 Ecclus. I. 27. 
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five gods could have no part in Jehovah. The claim of the 
Samaritans, that Moses had buried the Tabernacle and its 
vessels on the top of Gerizim, was laughed to scorn. It was 
said that they had dedicated their temple, under Antioclina 
Epiphanes, to the Greek Jupiter.* Their keeping the com¬ 
mands of Moses even more strictly than the JewR, that it 
might seem they were really of Israel, was not denied ; but 
their heathenism, it was said, had been proved by the discovery 
of a brazen dove, which they worshipped, on the top of 
Gerizim. 2 It would have been enough that they boasted of 
Herod as their good king, who had married a daughter of 
their people ; that he had been free to follow, in their country, 
his Roman tastes, so hated in Judea ; that they had remained 
quiet, after his death, when Judea and Galilee were in uproar, 
and that, for their peacefulness, a fourth of their taxes had 
been remitted and added to the burdens of Judea. Their 
friendliness to the Romans was an additional provocation. 
While the Jews were kept quiet only by the sternest severity, 
and strove to the utmost against the introduction of anything 
foreign, the Samaritans rejoiced in the new importance which 
their loyalty to the empire had given them. Shechem 
flourished ; close by, in Csesarea, the procurator held his 
court; a division of calvary, in barracks at Sebaste—the old 
Samaria—had been raised in the territory. The Roman 
strangers were more than welcome to while away the summer 
in their umbrageous valleys. 

The illimitable hatred rising from so many sources, found 
vent in the tradition that a special curse had been uttered 
against the Samaritans 

It was said that these great ones assembled the whole con¬ 
gregation of Israel in the Temple, and that three hundred 
priests, with three hundred trumpets, and three hundred 
books of the Law, and three hundred scholars of the Law, 
had been employed to repeat, amidst the most solemn cere¬ 
monial, all the curses of the Law against the Samaritans. 
They had been subjected to every form of excommunica¬ 
tion ; by the incommunicable name of Jehovah; by the 
Tables of the Law, and by the heavenly and earthly syna¬ 
gogues. 3 The very name became a reproach. “We know 
that Thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil,” said the Jews, 

1 Ant., xi. 2. 8; xii. 2. 1, 5. * Talmud ; quoted by Cohrn, p. 144. 

* Tnnehuma , xvii. 4. Pirke F.liezrr, o. 38, in Godwyn (48). Sepp, 
vol. iii. p. 143. Light vol. iii. |>. *274. 
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A Jew might be friendly with a 


house would bring down the curse of God. 5 


to Jesus, in Jerusalem. 1 “ There may be friendliness 
between Samaria and Jerusalem,” said a young Rabbi, 
summing up the points in dispute between his nation and 
the Samaritans, “when the Cuthites have-no more to do 
with Mount Gerizim; when they praise Israel, and believe 
in the resurrection of the dead—but not till then.” 2 No 
Israelite could lawfully eat even a mouthful of food that 

V , * 

had been touched by a Samaritan, for “ to do so was as if 
he ate the flesh of swine.” 3 No Samaritan was allowed to 
become a proselyte, nor could he have any part in the 
resurrection of the dead, 
heathen, but never with a Samaritan, and all bargains made 
with one were invalid. 4 The testimony of a Samaritan could 
not be taken in a Jewish court, and to receive one into one’s 

It had even 

become a subject of warm controversy how far a Jew might 
use food or fruit grown on Samaritan soil. What grows on 
trees or in fields was reckoned clean, but it was doubtful 
respecting flour or wine. A Samaritan egg, as the hen laid 
it, could not be unclean, but what of a boiled egg ? Yet in¬ 
terest and convenience strove, by subtle casuistry, to invent 
excuses for what intercourse was unavoidable. The country of 
the Cuthites was clean, so that a Jew might, without scruple, 
gather and eat its produce. The waters of Samaria were 
clean, so that a Jew might drink them or wash in them. 
Their dwellings were clean, so that he might enter them, 
and eat or lodge in them. Their roads were clean, so that 
the dust of them did not defile a Jew’s feet. 6 The Rabbis 
even went so far in their contradictory utterances, as to say 
that the victuals of the Cuthites were allowed, if none of 
their wine or vinegar were mixed with them, and even their 
unleavened bread was to be reckoned fit for use at the Pass- 
over. Opinions thus wavered, but, as a rule, harsher feeling 
prevailed. 0 

Jesus was infinitely above such unworthy strifes and 
prejudices, and His disciples had caught something of His 
calm elevation, for they had already set off to the city for 
food, when He spoke to the woman. She could only, in her 
wonder, ask, in reply, “ How is it that Thou, being a Jew, 
askest drink of me, who am a Samaritan woman ? ” Her 


1 John viii. 48. * Hausrath , vol. i. p. 18. 

8 Lightfoot, vol. iii. p. 275. 4 Gittin, t. 10. 1. Sanhedrin, f. 104. 1, 

8 Pirke , R. EL, c. 38. 

• Ilieios. Avodah Zar., xliv. 4; quoted by Lightfoot , vol. iii. p. 273. 

33 



498 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


frankness and kindly bearing had its reward. With His 
wondrous skill in using even the smallest and commonest 
trifles to lead to the highest and worthiest truths, 1 He lifts 
her thoughts to matters infinitely above the mere wants of 
the body. By an easy transition, He tells her of living 
water, the gift of God, which He has to give—so precious, 
that, if she knew what it was, and who He was who spoke 
with her, she, in her turn, would ask Him to allow her to 
drink. He meant, of course, the Divine grace and truth 
given by Him to those who sought it, the true living water, 
ever fresh in its quickening power and efficacy to satisfy 
the thirst of the soul. Such a metaphor was exactly fitted 
to arrest her attention, but, like Nicodemus, she rises no 
higher than the literal sense. “You cannot mean the water 
in the well here,” says she: “ You cannot give me that, for 
you have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. 
Whence, then, can you get this living water of which you 
speak? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave 
us the well? It was good enough for him and his to drink 
from, and you speak as if you had other and better! ” 
Samaritan tradition had traced the well to the gift of Jacob, 
though it is not mentioned in Genesis; and Jacob—to a 
Samaritan, as to a Jew—was almost more than a man. 3 
Her curiosity was now fairly roused, and her willingness to 
hear was evident. “ This water is, no doubt, good,” replied 
Jesus, “but anyone who drinks it will thirst again; whereas 
he who drinks the water that I give will never thirst, but 
will find it like a well of water in his soul, springing up into 
everlasting life.” More and more interested, the woman 
craves some of this miraculous water, that she may not 
thirst, nor need to come all the way thither to draw. She 
still thinks only of common water. 

But now followed a question which, while apparently of 
no moment, showed her that she was before One who knew 
the secrets of her life, and, while it woke a sense of guilt, 
opened the way for penitence. “ Go, call thy husband.” 
She answered that she had none. “ You are right,” replied 
Jesus, “ for you have had five husbands, and he whom you 
now have is not your husband.” The five had either divorced 
her for immorality, or were dead : to the sixth she was not 
married. 

1 See Sermon by Schleiermacher, vol. i. p. 891. John iv. 9-80. 

* Fetcrmann, Art. Samaria, in Herzog, vol. xiii. p. 961. 
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The light, half-bold mood of the woman was now entirely 
past. “ My lord,” said she, “ I perceive that Thou art a 
prophet,” and, doubtless, with the conviction, there flashed 
through her breast the kindred thought, that the Jewish 
religion, which He seemed to represent, must be the true one. 
Then, perhaps half wishing to turn the conversation—with a 
glance at the holy hill, towering eight hundred feet above 
them—she added, “Our fathers worshipped in this moun¬ 
tain, and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men 
ought to worship.” 

To the Samaritans, Gerizim was the most holy spot on 
earth. It was their sacred mountain, and had been, as they 
believed, the seat of Paradise, while all the streams that 
water the earth were supposed to flow from it. Adam had 
been formed of its dust, and had lived on it. The few 
Samaritans still surviving, show, even at this day, the spot 
on which he built his first altar, and that on which, after¬ 
wards, the altar of Seth, also, was raised. They fancied 
that Gerizim was Ararat, fifteen cubits higher than the next 
highest and next holiest mountain on earth—Mount Ebal, 
and that it was the one pure and hallowed spot in the world, 
which, having risen above the waters of the flood, no corpse 
had defiled. Every Samaritan child of the neighbourhood 
could point out the places on it where Noah came out from 
the ark, and where he raised his altar, and show its seven 
steps, on each of which Noah offered a sacrifice. The altar 
on which Abraham bound Isaac, and the spot where the 
ram was caught in the thicket, were amongst its wonders. 
In the centre of the summit was the broad stone on which 


Jacob rested his head when he saw the mystic ladder, and, 
near it, the spot where Joshua built the first altar in the 
land, after its conquest, and the twelve stones he set up, on 


the under side of which, they believed, the Law of Moses 
had been written. On this holy ground their Temple had 
stood for two hundred years, till destroyed by the Jews a 
hundred and twenty-nine years before Christ. 1 Towards 
Gerizim every Samaritan turned his face when he prayed, 
and it was believed the Messiah would first appear on its 


top, to bring from their hiding-place in it the sacred vessels 
of the Tabernacle of Moses. 2 It was unspeakably dear to 


1 Winer, vol. i. p. 390. Art. Gerizim. 

* Petermann. Art. Samaria, in Herzog, vol. xiii. pp. 378, 379. Light- 
foot, vol. iii. p. 279. 
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the nation, as the one spot on earth where man was nearest 
his Maker. The simple Samaritan woman with whom Jesus 
talked, had been trained up in the undoubting lx*lief of all 
these legends, and her respectful mention of Jerusalem, a 
place sacred in the eyes of the Jew, showed a spirit ready to 
be taught. 

She was only a humble woman, and withal, of poor ante¬ 
cedents, but it was the characteristic of Jesus to recognise 

_ ^ 

the better self, even in the outcast and lost. The hope ami 
joy of the triumphant future of His kingdom rose in His 
soul as He discoursed with her. 1 No narrow intolerance 
had place in His breast; no haughty Jewish nationality 
prejudiced Him against man as man. Away from the close 
stifling bigotry and fierce self-righteousness of Judea, He 
breathed more freely. To the Samaritans He always seems 
to have felt kindly; for in His immortal parable, it was a 
Samaritan whom He chose to illustrate the law of neigh¬ 
bourly love ; 2 it was a Samaritan who, alone, of the ten lcpei*s 
He healed, returned to give glory to God; 3 and, now, it 
was a Samaritan woman who, by opening her heart to His 
words, first cheered His spirit, after the cold unbelief of 
Judea.* The influences of the spot, moreover, had, doubtless, 
their effect on one so much in communion with nature. The 
towering hills on each side—steep—well-nigh precipitous, 
and, as seen from the well where He sat, nuked and sterile ; 
the undulating valley between them, with its babbling brook ; 
the busy and prosperous Shechem, embowered in gardens 
and orchards ; the great plain at hand, ten miles in length 
and half as broad, with its cornfields, vineyards, and olive 
groves, spread far and near; the framework of hills enclosing 
it round; the whole flooded by the bright Eastern noon, 
must have touched His delicate sensibility, as they could not 
have affected duller natures. The very associations of the 
scene must have breathed a sacred inspiration ; for here Jacob 
had wandered; he had paid a hundred pieces of money for 
the very ground on w'hich this well had been dug ; 9 and 
here, Joseph, his famous son, lay buried, within the bounds 
of his father’s purchase. Here Joshua had gathered the 
tribes to hear the Law' from the rounded hill-tops above, and 
Gideon, and a long roll of judges and kings, had made it the 
centre of their rule. The plain before Him had been the 

1 Hase, Leben Jetu, p. 131. 

* Lake xvii. 15. 


1 Luke x. 30. 

4 John iii. 32. 
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Gathering place of the hosts of Israel, and now He, the greater 
Joshua, a mightier judge than Gideon, and the true “ Prince 
of God,” 1 2 was about to summon the peaceful soldiers of the 
spiritual Israel to a loftier struggle than ever earth had seen 
—for Truth and God. A Divine enthusiasm filled His soul, 
and the vision of the sacred future He came to inaugurate 
for man rose within Him, when the local, national, and tran¬ 
sitory in religion should have passed away before the univer¬ 
sal, spiritual, and eternal. “Believe me,” said He, “an hour 
comes, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor in Jeru¬ 
salem, worship the Father. Ye worship God without knowing 
Him—ignorantly. Your Temple, when it stood, was without 
a name ; ~ still worse, your forefathers, after a time, dedicated 
it to idols.’ You have rejected the prophets and all the 
Scriptures after Moses, and, thus, are not in living connection 
M'ith the earlier history of the kingdom of God ; have no 
intelligent know ledge of the advancing steps by which God 
has revealed Himself, but rest on dark traditions and fancies, 
natural in a people whose religion began with the worship of 
strange gods along with Jehovah. We, Jews, worship that 
winch our having received the Scriptures, has taught us to 
know. The Messiah and His salvation must come from 
among the Jews. They have cherished the firm, pure, and 
living hope of Him, revealed more and more fully in the 
prophets, and their Temple, which has always been sacred to 
Jehovah alone, has kept this hope ever before them. But, 
though the Jews be right, as against the Samaritans, in so 
far as relates to the past, both are on equal footing as to the 
far more glorious future. An hour comes, and now is, w r hen 
the time worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for the Father seeketh such as worship Him thus. q 
God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship in 
spirit and truth.” 

Words like these marked an epoch in the spiritual history 
of the world; a revolution in all previous ideas of the re¬ 
lation of man to his Maker. They are the proclamation of 
the essential equality of man before God, and show the 
loftiest superiority to innate human prejudice or narrowness. 
Christ speaks, not as a Jew, but as the Son of Man; the 
representative of the whole race. The bitter controversy 
between race and race is only touched, in passing, with a 

1 “ Israel ”—the name given by the angel to Jacob. 

2 Ant., xii. 5. 5. 3 Ibid. 
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Div iue mildness. Rising high, not merely above his own age, 
but even above the prejudices of all ages since, He gives 
mankind their charter of spiritual liberty for evermore. 
Jerusalem and Geiizim are only local and subordinate con¬ 
siderations. The worth of man’s homage to God docs not 
depend on the place where it is paid. The true worship has 
its temple in the inmost soul; in the spirit and heart. It is 
the life of the soul; it is communion with God; the reverent 
espousal of our nature to truth. It is spiritual and moral, 
not outward and ritual; springing from the great truth, 
rightly apprehended, which Jesus had first uttered, that God 
is a Spirit. The revelation of this, in the wide application 
now given it, was the foundation of the New Religion of all 
Humanity. The isolation and exclusiveness of former creeds 
were swept away by it for ever. Religion was henceforth 
no tribal privilege jealously kept within the narrow bounds 
of mere nationality. The universal presence of a spiritual 
God made the whole world alike His shrine. The veil of the 
Temple was first rent at Jacob’s Well, and He Who, till then, 
had, as men thought, dwelt only in the narrow limits of the 
chamber it shrouded, went forth thence, from that hour, to 
consecrate all the earth as one great Holy of Holies. Samari¬ 
tans, Heathen, Jews, were, henceforth, proclaimed children 
of a common heavenly Father, and Jesus, when He claimed, 
the next moment, to be the Messiah, announced Himself as 
the Saviour of the World . 1 

Perplexed to understand words so lofty, the simple- 
minded woman was fain to put ofE any attempt to solvo 
them, till He came, for whom, in common with the Jews, she 
waited. She felt hardly convinced, and wished to leave the 
question about Gerizim and Jerusalem till the Great Pro¬ 
phet appeared. “I know that Messiah comes, who is called 
Christ; when He shall come, He will tell ns all things.” 
Even the Samaritans had their hopes of a great Deliverer, 
expecting Him to restore the kingdom of Israel, and renew 
the worship at Alount Gerizim, but they thought of him 
only as acting by human agencies for inferior ends.' 

Jesus was far from recognising her as right in all she 
meant by such an answer, but she had displayed a modest and 
docile spirit, such as He always loved. She had acknow¬ 
ledged Him as a prophet, had listened eagerly to His words, 
and shown how she hoped that the Messiah, when He came, 


1 Schenkel, p. 175- 
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would set tlie long controversy to rest. Her honest wish to 
know the truth; her interest in the standing of her people 
to God and the Law, and her anxious yearning for the 
coming of the Messiah, revealed a frame'of mind fitted 
to receive further light. “You need not wait,” said He, “ I 
that speak unto thee am He.” The first great revelation of 
the Saviour was to humble shepherds. The first direct dis¬ 
ci csure of Himself as the Messiah was to an humble Sama¬ 


ritan woman!” 1 


Meanwhile, the disciples had returned from the city, and 
wondered to find him talking with a woman. The relations 
of the sexes, even in common life, were very narrow and sus¬ 
picious among the Jews That a woman should allow herself 
to be seen unveiled was held immodest, and she was reckoned 
almost unchaste if heard singing a song even in private. 
In Judea a bridegroom might be alone with his bride, for 
the first time, an hour before marriage, but in Galilee even 
this was thought unbecoming. Trades which brought the 
two sexes in any measure into contact were regarded with 
suspicion, and no unmarried person of either sex could be 
a teacher, lest the parents of the children might visit the 
school. 2 * In Rabbis especially, even to speak with a woman 
in public was held indecorous in the highest degree. “No 
one ” (that is, no Rabbi), says the Talmud, “ is to speak with 
a woman, even if she be his wife, in the public street.” 3 It 
was forbidden to greet a woman, or take any notice of her. 4 
“ Six things,” we are told, “are to be shunned by a Rabbi. 
He must not be seen in the street, dripping with oil, which 
would imply vanity : he must not go out at night alone : he 
is not to v'ear patched shoes (which in certain cases would 
be carrying a burden, when it was unlawful to do so) : he 
must not speak with a woman in a public place : he must 
shun all intercourse with common people (for, not knowing 
the Law, they might be ‘ unclean ’) : he must not take long 
steps (for that would show that he was not sunk in the study 
of the Law) : and he must not walk erect (for that would 


betray pride).” 


Though 


higher in position and respect 


among the Jews than in other Eastern nations, woman, at 
the ,time of Christ, was treated as wholly inferior to man. 
“ Let the words of the Law be burned,” says Rabbi Eleazer, 


1 Schleiermacher, Predigten, vol. i. p. 399. 

2 Delitzsck’s Handwerkerleben, etc ., p. 40. 

* Joma, 66 4 Kid dun him, lxx. 1. 

* Berachoth , xliii. 2. Nork , p. 171. Lightfoot, vol. iii. pp 286, 287. 
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“rather than committed to women.” 1 “lie who instructs 
his daughter in the Law,” says the Talmud, “instructs 
her in folly.” 2 But He who came to raise mankind to 
spiritual freedom and moral purity, included woman, as well 
as man in His grand philanthropy, and treated with silent 
contempt the prudery by which it was sought to humble the 
one sex and exalt the other. He was a teacher not for nn 
age, but for all time, and woman owes her elevation to social 
equality with man to the lofty respect shown her by Jesus 
of Nazareth. To have the courage of one’s opinions is rare, 
and it is rarer still to retain, with it, a modest humility and 
simple worship of truth. With most of us, it is rather 
supercilious contempt of inferior judgments than lowly 
homage to conviction. In Jesus alone is it found as an 
instinctive and never-failing characteristic, with no blemish 
or qualification of attendant weakness. He acts, at all times, 
as before God alone, and as if unconscious of the presence 
or opinions of man. 

Strange as the incident must have seemed to the dis¬ 
ciples, the awe and reverence which Jesus hail already 
excited in their minds checked any expression of surprise. 
Meanwhile the woman, leaving her pitcher, hurried off to 
the city, to make known the presence of the wonderful 
stranger, and urge as many as she could, to go to Him, and 
see if He were not the expected Messiah. In her absence, the 
disciples once and again 3 invited Jesus to take some re¬ 
freshment. 4 But His soul was too full of other thoughts, 
which drove away all sense of hunger. “ I have meat to eat,” 
said He, “ that ye know not of,”—words, which to their dull 
material range of mind, seemed only to refer to food brought 
in their absence. “ My meat,” said He, seeing their mis¬ 
conception, “is to do the will of Him that scut Me, and lo 
finish His work.” Then, lifting His eyes, and looking up the 
stretching valley, or round the wide sweep of the plain, in 
both of which, doubtless, the busy peasants were scattering 
the seed for the harvest, then four months distant, He caught 
sight of a multitude coming, under the guidance of the 
roman, to hear His words. Fired at the sight, He went 
on,—“ You say, * After four months will come the harvest.’ 
But I say, look yonder at the throng approaching us. They 

* Lirjhtfoot, vol. iii. p. 287. * Delitzacli’s Uandvoerkerleben , p. 40. 

3 •/fpw Twr. 

4 They address Bim as Rabbi In the English version it is translated 
Master. 
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are tlic noblest Harvest, and tlieir coming shows that you 
have not to wait to reap it, as they have to reap the seed now 
sowing ; for their souls, like autumn fields, are already white 
for the sickle. And how rich the reward for you, my 
disciples, who will be the reapers! You will gather fruit, 
nc t like the harvest of earth, but fruit unto life eternal. You 
and I, the Sower and the reapers, may well rejoice together 
in the parts assigned us by God. Think of the final harvest- 
home, when Heaven, the great garner, shall have the last 
sheaf carried thither ! The sower and the reaper are indeed 
distinct, as the proverb has it, speaking of common life. I 
hare prepared and sown the field ; you shall, hereafter, do 
the labour that is needed as it grows, and reap the sheaves 
as they ripen.. Your work will be real of. its kind, but to 
break up the soil, and cast in the seed, is harder than to 
watch the rising green. I send you to enter on the fruit of 
My toil.” 

Judea had yielded no harvest, but the despised people of 
Shechem were better spiritual soil. There was no idle 
thronging around, as in Judea, in hopes of seeing miracles : 
none were asked, and none were wrought. The simpler and 
healthier natures with which He here came in contact, were 
satisfied, in many cases, by the words of the woman alone. 
Gathering to hear, His words deepened the convictions of 
those impressed already, and roused the hearts of others. At 
their request, two days were spent in teaching. To have 
stayed longer might, perhaps, have compromised the future, 
by raising Jewish prejudice. Meanwhile, the work, thus 
auspiciously begun, could not fail to spread. “We believe,” 
said the new converts, after the two days’ intercourse with 
Jesus, “ not because of the woman’s saying, for we have heard 
Him ourselves, and know that this is, indeed, the Saviour of 
the world.” 1 Jews might have acknowledged Him as the 
Messiah, but only Samaritans, with their far more generous 
conceptions of the Messianic Kingdom, could have thought 
of Him as the Saviour of mankind. 

Thus, naturally, from the most indifferent trifle of daily 
life, had come the disclosure of the highest truths, as a legacy 
to all ages. The well of Jacob had become the seat of the 
Great Teacher, before w’hose words, then spoken to a 
humble woman of Samaria, the most embittered enmities of 
nations and religious will, one day, pass away. 


1 The Sinaitic and Vatican MSS. omit " the Christ.’* 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

OPENING OF THE MINISTRY IN GALILEE. 


A NATURE like that of Jesns, as sensitive as strong. mast 

have felt the pleasure "which only first successes can 
give, at His hearty reception by the Samaritans. Rejected 
in Judea, He had found willing hearers in the despised 
people of Shechem. A nucleus of His kingdom had been 
formed, and it must, by its nature, spread from heart to 
heart. Intensely human in His sensibility, He now enjoyed 
the happiness He had called forth in others, as, before, He 
had been depressed by its absence. He neither expected nor 
desired noisy popularity, for He knew that His Kingdom 
could grow only by the secret conviction of soul after soul. 

Yet, in one sense, it w^as already complete in every new 
disciple, for each heart that received Him was a spot in 
which it was fully set up—its laws accepted, and the will 
and affections entirely His. To every new adherent He was 

gned over their whole nature, 
with a majesty such as no other king conld command. The 
highest bliss of each was to have no thought or wish apart 
from His, for in the measure of likeness to Him, lay their 
spiritual purity, peace, and joy. They felt that to become 
His disciples, was to anticipate the brightest hopes of the 
eternal world, for it was to have their bosoms filled w r ith the 
light and love of God. Earth never saw such a king, or such 
a kingdom. 

But He could not stay in Samaria. His work lay in 
Israel. Its people had been prepared for it by the train¬ 
ing of two thousand years, by cherished hopes, and by the 
possession of the oracles of God; the one gTand treasure of 
eternal truth in the hands of man. They, alone, of all man¬ 
kind realized the idea of a true kingdom of God ; they, 
alone, were aglow for its advent. Misconceptions removed, 
they were fitted above all other races, to be the apostles of 


more than king, for He rei 
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tlie new religion, which, in reality, was only the completing 
and perfecting of the old. 1 

After a stay of two days, therefore, at Sheehem, or near 
it, Jesns went on northwards, towards Galilee. The road 
passes through Sheehem, to Samaria, which lies on its hill, 2 
at three hours' distance, on the north-west. It was then in 
its glory, as Herod had left it; no longer the old Samaria, 
hut the splendid Sebaste, named thus in compliment to Au¬ 
gustus. 5 Its grand public buildings, its magnificent temple, 
dedicated, in blasphemous flattery, to Augustus, its colon¬ 
nades, triumphal arches, baths, and theatres, and its famous 
wall, twenty stadia in circuit, 1 * with elaborate gates 3 en¬ 
closing the whole—were before Him as He passed on. At 
Enganuim, “ the Fountain of Gardens,” on the southern 
slope of the great plain of Esdraelon, He crossed the 
Samaritan border, and was once more in Galilee. 

Avoiding Nazareth, with a wise instinct that a prophet 
had no honour in His own country, 4 He continued His 
journey to Cana, across the green pastures and corn-fields 
of the plain of Battauf. He had, indeed, felt, before leav¬ 
ing Samaria, that a district where He had been familiarly 
known in His earlier life would be less disposed to receive 
Him than others in which He was a stranger, but this could 
only apply to the immediate bounds of Nazareth or Caper¬ 
naum. On the other hand, the news of his popularity in 
Judea, and of His miracles and discourses in Jerusalem, had 
been carried back to Galilee, by pilgrims who had returned 
from the feast, 3 and had, doubtless, secured Him a much 
better reception in the province at large than, as Himself a 
Galilrean, He would otherwise have found. But even had 
He felt that He would be rejected in Galilee as He had been 
in Judea, His homage to duty, and grand self-sacrifice to its 
demands, -would have so much the more impelled Him to 
carry His great message thither. Personal feelings had no 
place in His soul. It would have been only one more, added 
to His life-long conflicts with human perversity and evil, to 
brave foreboded indifference and neglect, and offer even 
to those who slighted Him the proofs of His Divine dignity 
and worth. The prophet had foretold that the Great Light 
of the Kingdom of God would shine in Galilee of the 

1 Baur aptly calls Christianity “ Spiritualized Judaism.” Gesch. d, 
Christlichen Kirche, vol. i. p. 16. 

2 Samaria is 1,551 feet above the Mediterranean. 

3 Ant., xv. 8. 5. 4 John iv. 44. 4 John iv. 45. 
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Gentiles , 1 and amidst whatever humiliation and pain of 
heart in anticipated rejection, He, its King, would have 
gone thither to proclaim it, and honour the Divine pre¬ 
diction." 

The first return of Jesus to Galilee, from the Jordan, liad 
been marked by the miracle at the wedding feast of Cana, 
as if to rouse the general mind, and now, His second return 
was proclaimed in the same way . 2 He, perhaps, had gone to 
live for a time with the friends for whom He had turned the 


water into wine, or, it may be, He was a guest of Nathanael, 
as, in Capernaum, of Peter. His reception, as He passed on 
His way to Cana, had been cheering in the extreme, for the 
reports from the south had raised Him to an undefined 


greatness in the popular eyes. 


They had learned to be 


proud of Him as their countryman, when they found Him 


so famous elsewhere. 


That crowds had followed Him in 


Judea, secured Him favour, so far, among the multitude in 
the north . 3 His return had risen to the dignity of a public 
event, and passed from lip to lip through the whole district. 

It had thus speedily become known in Capernaum that He 
was once more in Cana, after His nine or ten months absence 
from Galilee. His miraculous power over sickness and physi¬ 
cal evil, as shown in Jerusalem ,* 1 had become a subject of uni¬ 
versal report, finding its way even into the gilded seclusion 
of mansions and palaces. Among others, a high officer of the 
court of Herod Antipas, whose mansion was in Capernaum, 
had heard of the wonderful Teacher. We know how the 


miracles of Christ reached the ears of Antipas himself ; 4 that 
Menahem," his foster-brother, actually became an humble fol¬ 
lower of Jesus , 5 and that Joanna, the wife of Chnza, the house 
steward or manager of the private affairs 6 of Antipas, was 
one of many 7 devoted -female disciples and friends, of the 
richer classes—and can, thns, easily fancy how such a digni¬ 
fied official had learned respecting the new wonder-working 
Rabbi.* The close heat of the borders of the Lake of Galilee, 
with their fringe of reeds and marsh, though then tempered 
by the shade of countless orchards and wooded clumps, now 
wholly wanting, has in all ages induced a prevalence of fever, 
at certain seasons, and the malady had now seized his only 
son,® who was still a child.* He had been led to look on Jesus 


1 Matt iv. 16. Isa. xlii. 7. * John iv. 64. 

* John iv. 46. 4 Matt. xiv. 1. * Acts xiii. 1. 

* triTf>6ro t (epitopros). See Matt. xx. 8. 1 Lake viii. 3. 

* The article before vMi (ton) shows this. * Ver^e 49. 
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as a wonderful Healer, by the cures reported to have been 
wrought by Him. but he had not, apparently, thought of Him 
as more. Hearing of His arrival at Cana, the hope that He 
might save his son instantly determined Him to go thither 
and ask His aid. The child, he said, was at the point of death, 
would Jesus come down® and heal him ? 


There was something in the poor man’s bearing, however, 
that- showed the superficial conception he had formed of 
Christ’s character and work. Miracles, with Jesus, were 
only means to a higher end, credentials to enforce the re¬ 
ception of spiritual truth. That truth was its own witness, 
aud had sufficed to win a ready homage from the despised 
people of Sychar. To be the Healer of souls, not of the 
body, was His great mission, but the nobleman had, as yet, 
no idea of Him except as a Hakim or Rophai, h who had 
proved His power to overcome disease. He had been led to 
Him not by the report and acceptance of the great truths 
He taught: only the rumour of His miracles had created in¬ 
terest enough to pass through the land. That he was utterly 
unconscious of the spiritual death from which he himself 
needed to be rescued, touched the sympathy of Christ 
“ How is it,” asked He, in effect, “ that you come to Me 
only for outward healing, and believe on Me only as a 
worker of signs and wonders ? Have you no sense of sin ; 
no craving for spiritual healing’; no inner sympathy with 
the teaching of My life and words ? ” Without moral pre¬ 
paration in his own mind, the healing of his son might con¬ 
firm belief in the power of the Healer; but would bring no 
spiritual reception of thte truth, to heal the soul. Apparently 
repelling him for the moment, Jesus was, in fact, opening 
his eyes to the far greater blessings he might freely obtain. 
With royal bounty He wished to bestow the greater while He 
gave the less, for it was His wont, after needed reproof, to 
give more than had been asked. Meanwhile, the only thought 
of the parent’s heart was his dying boy. “ Sir, come down 
ere my child die.” Jesus knew that he would believe if his 
son were healed, but wished to raise a higher moral frame, 
which would do so from kindled sympathy with spiritual 


truth without such an outward 


ground, 


To believe His 


word, from its own internal evidence, showed higher faith 
than that which only followed miracles. It revealed a* re¬ 
cognition of the truth from interest in it: a sensibility of 
soul to what was pure and holy. But belief as the result of 
miracles was not discountenanced: it was only held inferior. 
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The nobleman liad assumed that Jesus would go back 
with him to Capernaum, and heal tin* child; but he wan 
before One to whose power distance offered no hindrance. 
With the easy, unaffected dignity of conscious superiority, 
he is told to “go his way; his son lived:” words few and 
simple, but enough to let him know that the Speaker had, 
on the instant, healed the child. Nor could he doubt it. 
To have spoken with Jesus assured him that he might be¬ 
lieve His word. Forthwith he set out on his return. 

It was about twenty miles from Cana to Capernaum, and 
the miracle had been wrought an hour after noon . 1 Resting 
by the way, at early nightfall, as he well might on a road so 
insecure, he started again next morning, but erelong met 
some of his own slaves, sent to tell him the good news that 
the boy was convalescent, and to prevent his bringing'Jesus 
any further. “Your son,” said they, “is not dead, but is 
getting better. The fever has left him.” “ When,” asked 
the father, “did he begin to amend?” “ Yesterday, about 
one o’clock the fever broke.” It was the very time when 
Jesus had told him that the boy would live. What could he 
do but accept Him as what he now knew He claimed to be— 
the Messiah. “Himself believed and his whole house.” 

How long Jesus remained in Cana is not known, but that 
He was for a time unattended by the small band of disciples 
who had accompanied Him to the Passover, is certain. 
They had remained with Him, in Judea, and had returned 
with Him, through Sychar, to Galilee, but, after so long an 
absence from home, He had let them go back to the Lake of 
Galilee, to their occupations, till Htf should once more call 
them finally to His service. 

He had retired to the north, before the rising signs of 
opposition from the Pharisees , 2 who had at last found means 
to get John imprisoned , 3 by their intrigues with Antipas, and 
might, at any moment, have effected His own arrest. An 
interval of some months now elapsed , 4 perhaps in stillness 
and privacy, the time not having yet come, for some reasons 
unknown to us, for His final and permanent entrance on His 
public work. His mother and the family had returned to 


1 tfokn iv. 62. * John iv. 1. 

• Mutt. iv. 12. Mark i. 14. The word is rapaSo$ijpat—the delivering 

up of John. 

4 Lichtenstein thinks it was nine months. Jet us C hr it tut. Herzog , 
vol. vi. p. 609. 
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Nazareth 1 from tlieir short stay at Capernaum, and, it is 
most probable, therefore, that He, once more, withdrew to 
the seclusion of His early home, and lived there for a time 
in retirement. The fate of the Baptist may have made 
it necessary to avoid for a time giving any pretext of political 
alarm to Herod by His at once taking John’s place. That 
one so venerated had been thrown into the dungeons of 
Macliaerus doubtless spread to the farthest valleys. Men 
almost hoped that the mighty preacher would soften the 
heart even of Antipas, and, in any case, could not credit that 
a man so cowardly and politic would dare to take the life of 
the honoured prophet . 2 This and that measure of the tyrant 
■were attributed by the credulous multitude to John’s influence . 3 
The whole country was agitated, day after day, by rumours 
respecting him. 

Nor were other subjects of popular excitement wanting. 
In the autumn of that, or the year before, apparently at the 
Feast of Tabernacles, there had been a fierce struggle between 
the Roman garrison at Jerusalem 1 and the pilgrims from 
Galilee, ever excitable and ready to fight. In the heat of the 
contest the soldiers from Antonia had pressed into the very 
courts of the Temple, and had hewn down the Galilaeans at 
the ?reat altar, beside their sacrifices, mingling their blood 


with that of the slain beasts . 4 The sons of Judas the Gali- 


laean, the famous leader of the Zealots in their first great 
insurrection against Rome , 5 had, moreover, grown up to 
manhood in the hills near Nazareth, and cherished in 
their own breasts, and kept alive among the people, their 
father’s fierce scheme for the erection of the kingdom of God 
by the sword; a fatal inheritance, for which they were one 
day, like Christ, to be crucified. The whole land heaved 
with religious fanaticism like an ever-threatening volcano. 
Above all the tumult of such a state of things, however, the 
imprisoned prophet was the one thought of the country. 
Laments over him, mingled, doubtless, with fierce mutterings, 
filled every market-place and every home. It was a sign of 
the glowing religious sensibility of the times, and a summons 
to Jesus to take up the great work thus interrupted. The 
tyrant in Perea had silenced the voice that had proclaimed 
the coming of the kingdom of God, but He, whose herald 
John had been, was at hand to take it up again, with grander 


1 Mark vi. 3. 

^ Luke xiii. 1. 


3 Matt. xiv. 5, 9. 8 Mark vi. 20. 

* Ant., xvii. 5. 2 ; xx. 5. 2. 
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emphasis, on a more commanding; theatre. Isaiah, the son of 
Amoz, had once seen a vision of Jehovah in the Temple , 1 and 
had recognised his summons as a prophet, when, amidst the 
chants of the Levites, and the clouds of incense, and the 
blasts of the sacred trumpets, the house was filled with 
smoke, and the very earth seemed to tremble. The Spirit 
came on Amos, the shepherd, as he followed his flocks on 
the lonely pastures, when he thought how the Syrians had 
threshed Gilead with iron sledges, and how Tyre had sold 
the sons of Israel to Edom as slaves; and, seeming to hear 
Jehovah call to him from Zion, and thunder from Jerusalem, 
he forsook his hills, to be a shepherd to Israel . 2 • The loud 
universal lamentations over John were such a final Divine 
call to Jesus . 3 

Finally leaving His early home, therefore, He bent His 
steps once more towards Capernaum, which was, henceforth, 
to become “His own city,” and the centre of His future work. 
The prophet, ages before, had painted the joyous times tlmt 
should efface the memory of the Assyrian invasion , 4 and in 
the appearance of Christ in these regions, their full realiza¬ 
tion had now come. The land of Zebulon, and the land of 
Kaphtali ; the country towards the Sea of Galilee ; 5 the 
districts beyond the Jordan ; and Galilee of the Gentiles, in 
the far north, towards Tyre and Sidon—the people that sat 
in darkness,—saw a great light, and to them that sat in the 
region and shadow of death, a light sprang up. 6k Galilee 
was to be pre-eminently the scene of the ministry of Jesus, 
and it is curious that even the Rabbis, in their earliest tradi¬ 
tions, express the belief that it 'would be that of the manifes¬ 
tation of the Messiah. To this day, Jews gather in Tiberias, 
one of their four holy cities, from all parts of the earth, to 
wait for the coming of the Messiah, or, at least, to be buried 
there, in expectation of His advent . 1 

It would seem as if Jesus had, for a time, been alone. The 
country was densely peopled and He may have passed on, 
slowly, from village to village, opening His mission. The 
burden of His preaching was the same as that of John. 
“ The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand : 

1 Isa. vi. 1. * Amos i. 2; vii. 14. 

* Hauerath, vol. i. p. 941. 4 B.c. 740. 

* Called “ The Way of the Sea," from the great high road running 
bom Damaseas to Ptolemais, p. 164, n. 17. Slayer, on Matt. iv. 16, 
speaks of it as in the text. 

* laa. ix. 1. 2. 
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flowing from changed relations to God. 

o o 


repent and believe in the Gospel.” 1 But though the same in 
form, the import of the words in the mouth of Jesus was 
very different from that of their earlier utterance by His 
herald. John had striven to reform Israel by demanding 
strict outward observances, as strict morality, but Jesus went 
deeper, and required a revolution of the will and affections, 

He would have no 
new pieces on old garments ; no new wine in old bottles ; no 
religious reform on the basis of a compromise with formal 
Judaism. Israel had sunk into spiritual death, in spite of 
its zeal for the precepts of the Rabbis, and the letter of the 
Scriptures: its piety had degenerated largely into hypo¬ 
critical affectation, and merely lip and outward assent to the 
requirements of God’s law. Its mission to the great heathen 
world had become a failure. A wholly new principle was 
needed to take the place of the now decayed and obsolete 
dispensation of Moses; the principle of direct personal re¬ 
sponsibility to God and spiritual freedom, instead of priestly 
mediation and theocratic slavery. The Baptist was, through¬ 
out, an upholder of the ceremonial law, and had no adequate 
conception of a purely spiritual religion . 2 It was reserved 
to Jesus to teach that only a religious and moral new birth 

o 

of Israel and of humanity could avail. He was the first who 
founded a religion, not on external precepts, or on a priest¬ 
hood, or on sacrificial rites, but in the living spirit; in indi¬ 
vidual personal conviction ; in the free, loving surrender of 
the will to God, as the eternal Truth and Good : a religion 
which looked first, not at mere acts, but at what men were, 
and set no value on actions apart from the motive from which 
they sprang . 3 

Hence, the call to repentance was addressed to all without 
exception. He recognised the difference between man and 
man, and acknowledged the existence of possible good even 
in the apparently hopeless. He spoke of the good and evil, 
the righteous and unrighteous, the just and unjust, those 
who had gonp astray and those who had not; of the sound 
and the sick; of the pure and th e impure; of green trees and 
dry; of a good and an evil eye, and of good soil and bad. 
Surveying men, as a whole, with a calm and searching in¬ 
sight, He re joiced in the light which shone in some souls in 
the midst of darkness around and within them, and acknow- 


1 Matt. iv. 17. Mark i. 14. 


2 Hagenbach, vol. i. p. 37 


• Schenkel , in Bibel Lex., vol iii. p. 274. 
34 
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ledged its worth. No cold fear of compromise damped His 
ardour; frank joy and radiant hopefulness, that detected 
good with instinctive quickness, cheered His spirit to greater 
effort. It is, indeed, His glory that He led not only th« 

humble and penitent, but the openly evil, to a higher and 
purer life. 

Yet, though thus wide in His charity, He had a standard 
by which all men alike were pronounced sinful, and in need 
of repentance. In the highest sense, God alone was good. 
Tried by this awful test of comparison with Him, all men 
were “ unclean,” “ corrupt,” “ dark,” “ blind,” “ lustful,” 
“ selfish,” worldly in thought, word, and act; dry trees, dead 
and lost . 1 All are pronounced in danger of the wrath of 
God. They may be more or less sinful in degree; but all 
alike must seek forgiveness; all must repent and be changed, 
or perish. 

Thus, when comparing men with men, He recognised 
better and worse; but before God, and in relation to citizen¬ 
ship in His kingdom, He acknowledged no difference, but 
condemned all alike as sinners. Before the One who alone 
is pure and holy, He humbles all. He will suffer no empty 
pride in the presence of the Creator. In His sight no one 
is to be called good. All are guilty, and even the best 
need pardon. In this view of man He declared that He had 
not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance . 2 
Even the best of men, though righteous before their fellows, 
are guilty before God. It is the unique characteristic of the 
teaching of Jesus, that while He distinctly proclaims the 
moral differences between man and man, He insists with 
supreme and unchangeable earnestness on the infinite moral 
distance and contrast between the creature and the Creator. 
All before Him are evil, or have evil in them. There may 
be good among the bad, but sin is not wanting even in the 
best. The repentance He preached was the child-like humi¬ 
lity which has no claim to merit, but, conscious of its own 
weakness, resigns its will to the guidance of God, and seeks 
His forgiveness. It hus already entered His kingdom. 

Nothing is told respecting the extent of this first northern 
missionary tour, beyond the incidental remark that it em¬ 
braced the towns and villages thickly studded round tho 


1 Matt. ix. 2. 13; xxvi. 45; vii. 11; vi. 22; xii. 39; xv. 20 
xvii. 17 ; vi. 23 ; xv. 14 ; xxiii. 16 ; v. 28 ; xvi. 25; vii. 17 ; xii. 
22; x. 6. 

3 Mark ii. 17. AVim, vol. ii. p. 80. 


; xvi. 6; 

33; viil 
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western shore of the Lake of Galilee.™ The fame of His 
deeds at Jerusalem had everywhere preceded Him, and 
attracted large crowds wherever He came . 1 As yet He 
was alone, for His early followers had returned to their 
calling of fishermen, at Bethsaida and Capernaum. Reach¬ 
ing this neighbourhood after a time, an incident occurred 
which once more drew them from their nets, and transformed 
them into future apostles. 

Jesus had risen early in the morning , 9 as is the custom with 
Orientals, and had gone out to the shore of the lake, which 
was close at hand. The stillness of the morning promised 
temporary relief from the crowds who daily thronged Him, 
and a much needed interval for peaceful solitude. But 
there was, henceforth, no rest for the Son of Man. The 
people were already afoot, and had hurried out to the 
beach, in numbers, “to hear the Word of God;” for they 
recognised Him as speaking with Divine authority, like John, 
or one of the prophets. Unable to advance, and willing to 
feed these “ sheep of the House of Israel,” He turned towards 
two boats drawn up on the white beach; the fishermen 
having come ashore, after a fruitless night’s labour, to wash 
and mend their nets. The one boat was that of His old 
disciples Peter and Andrew, the other, that of James and 
John, who with their father Zebedee, and some hired men, 
were busy preparing for the next evening’s venture. To 
meet again must have been as pleasant to their Master as 
themselves, and their lowly occupation must have lost its 
charm at the recollection of the time when they had shared 
His society. Entering into Peter’s boat, and asking him to 
thrust out a little from the land, that He might have freedom 
to address the people, He sat down, as was usual with the 
Rabbis w r hen they taught, and spoke to the crowd stand¬ 
ing on the shore. The clear rippling water playing gently 
round the boat; the fields, and vineyards, and olive groves 
behind; the eager listeners, with their varied and picturesque 
Eastern dress ; the wondrous Preacher; the calmness and 
delicious coolness of morning, and, over all, the cloudless 
Syrian sky, must have made the scene striking in the 
extreme. 

The public addresses of the Rabbis were always very 
short, and so, doubtless, were those of Jesus. The people 
were soon dismissed, and wandered off, to discuss, as Jewish 


1 Lake v. 1. 


2 Luke v. 1-11 Matt. iv. 18-22. Mark i. 16-20. 
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congregations always did, the sayings they had heard. Bat 
Jesus had received a service, in the use of His strange pulpit, 
and wished to repay it, as only He could. Telling Peter, the 
steersman of the boat, to push off into the deep water, He 
bade him and his brother let down the net. It was a circular 
one , 1 cast from the boat, and then dragged slowly behind, 
towards the shore. The fish in the Sea of Galilee must 
always have been very abundant, even when the fisheries 
were so active, for, at this day, their number can scarcely be 
conceived by those who have not been on the spot. The 
shoals frequently cover an acre of the lake, or even more, 
and the fish, as they slowly move along the surface, with 
their back fins just seen on the level of the water, roughen 
it so that it looks, a short way off, as if beaten by a heavy 
shower. 3 But Simon and his brother had had no success, 
though they had spent the night, when fishing is best, in 
fruitless efforts. There was no hesitation, however, in 
obeying the command, and they had hardly done so, when 
they swept into a shoal, and had to beckon to James and 
John, their partners, to come quickly, and save their net 
from breaking with the catch. Even then, however, the two 
boats were loaded to the water’s edge, and seemed as if they 
would sink. 

Peter, ever impulsive, could not restrain his feelings at 
such an incident-—so unexpected, so grateful. He who had 
wrought so great a wonder must have unknown and incon¬ 
ceivable powers, before which man, guilty as he feels himself, 
might well be afraid. Falling down at the feet of Jesus, ho 
could only utter the words—“ Depart from me, for I am 
a sinful man, O Lord.” Nor were his companions less 
astonished at the miracle. But Jesus had a high purpose 
with these simple, open-hearted friends. They had shown 
their sympathy of spirit with Him already, and now He 
designed to attach them permanently to His service. “ Fear 
not; ” said He, “ come after me ; from henceforth I will make 
you fishers of men. You catch the fish to their death ; you 
wdll take men alive , 3 to save them from death, and give them 
eternal life.” It was enough. Words so apt had their effect. 
From that moment the four were His devoted followers." 
The rich gain they would have prized bo highly but an 

1 dLfuplfJXijaTpow, Matt. iv. 18. 

1 Tristram's Aaf. Hist, of the Bible , p. 285. For the whole scene, see 
The Land and the Book, p. 356. 

* {wyptiv, “ to take alive.” 
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hour before, had lost its charm. Called to decide, there and 
then, as a proof of their meetness for discipleship, they for¬ 
sook all, and followed Him at once . 0 

The few who had first joined Christ, and by doing so had 
shown their fitness for His special intimacy and confidence, 
were thus, once more gathered round Him, and lived with 
Him henceforth, apparently in the same dwelling, on a 
nearer and more tender footing than any He afterwards 
received. They had often heard Him speak of the kingdom 
of God; of the need of faith in Himself and of a sincere 
religious spirit, as the conditions of entering it, and they 
yearned for closer intercourse with Him, that they might 
learn more respecting it. Their instant obedience showed 
their devotion. All that had hitherto engaged their thoughts 
and care,—their boats, their nets, their fishing gear, their 
daily toil for daily bread,—were left behind. They placed 
themselves, henceforth, under the higher authority of Grod 
Himself; ready at any time to separate themselves even 
from their families, in the interest of the new Kingdom. 
Jesus had drawn them to Himself as they were to draw 
others, not by craft or force, but by the power of His living 
words and the spirit of love. Their loyalty was free and 
spontaneous. The calm greatness of the character of Christ 
shines out in such an unpretending beginning, as the germ 
and centre of a movement which is to revolutionize the 
world. But insignificant as it might seem, it was only so 
when judged by a human standard. Tainted by no selfish¬ 
ness, weak ambition, or love of power, the four simple, 
child-like, uncorrupted natures, touched with the love of 
Heavenly Truth, and eager to win others to embrace it, were 
living spiritual forces, destined by a law of nature to repeat 
themselves in ever wider circles, though successive genera¬ 
tions. 

The fishermen and sailors of the Lake of Galilee were a 
numerous and redoubted class, with something of the feeling 
of a clan. In the last Jewish war we find them, under the 
leadership of Jesus son of Sapphias, seizing Tiberias, and 
burning and plundering the great palace of Antipas . 1 Of 
the four who had now definitely cast in their lot with Christ, 
Peter and Andrew were apparently poor; James and John, 
in a better position. For the convenience of tr&de, both 
families had left the neighbouring town of Bethsaida, and 


1 Job., Vita, 12. 
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had settled in Capernaum, one' of the centres of the local 
fisheries, and of the occupations connnected with them. Peter 
alone seems to have been married, and in his house Jesus 
henceforth found a home, as perhaps He had done on His 
former short stay. 


END Ob’ THE FIRST VOLUME). 



NOTES TO VOLUME I. 


CHAPTER I. 

■ In the Talmud, God is often called “ Our Father in Heaven,” as Mr. 
Eeutsch points out (Lit. Remains , 1874, p. 148), but it is as tho Father 
of the Jew, not of mankind. So also in Isa. lxiii. 15, 16. 

b *• The Greeks and Romans, before the time of Christianity, had no 
idea, or even the faintest vestige of an idea, of what in the Scriptural 
system is called Sin ; and the idea was utterly and exquisitely inappreci¬ 
able by Pagan Greece and Rome .”—De Quincey, Works , vol. ix. p. 240. 

« Bollinger, vol. ii. p. 126. Leland, Advantages of Rev., vol. ii. pp. 
170-175 (ed. 1764), quotes many passages of a similar import from 
Epictetus, Seneca, Marcus Antoninus, and others.— Gieseler's Kitchen- 
geschichte , vol. i. p. 28. Neander's Ch. Hist., vol. i. p. 22. 


CHAPTER H. 

» The plain of Philistia is thirty-two miles long, from Ekron to Gaza, 
with a breadth of from nine to sixteen miles, and a height above the sea 
of from 50 to 300 feet.— Capt. Warren, R.E., in Quarterly Statement of 
Palest. Explor. Fund, April, 1871, p. 82. 

b In the hill country (behind the plain of Philistia), the spurs, not 
more than one mile or so apart, are often separated by narrow ravines, 
1,500 to 2,000 feet deep, at the bottom of which, in the rainy season, 
rapid torrents roll.— Capt. Warren, R.E. 

« What is peculiar in Palestine, in the spring they glow with a profu¬ 
sion of wild flowers—daisies, the white flower called the Star of Beth¬ 
lehem, but, especially, with a blaze of scarlet flowers of all kinds, chiefly 
anemones, wild tulips, and poppies .—Sinai and Palestine, p. 136. 

d So lately as 1871, not more than one-fifth or one-sixth of the plain 
was under cultivation. The Turkish government having, however, taken 
steps to protect the fellahin from the Arabs, nearly the whole plain, 
though rudely cultivated, was covered with splendid crops in June, 1672. 
—Tyrwhitt Drake, in Palest. Explor. Fund Rep., Oct., 1872, p. 181. 

6 from bsfc’ to be depressed. *' The low country,” as opposed 

to the “ hill-country.” 

* I Y"!in from TV “ to go down,” “ to descend.” 

9 V 
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CHAPTER IIL 

* Seriphus wae a small rocky islaud in the J2gean Sea. 

b Ovid was banished to Tomi, at the mouths of the Danube, on the 
Black Sea. He only received an order to leave Home in so many days, 
and transport himself to his place of banishment. Guards and jailors 
were unnecessary. 

0 Cic. de Invent, i. 29 :—" In eo autem quod in opinions positum est, 
hujusmodi sunt probabilia - eos, qui philosophise dent operam, non arbi- 
trari deos esse.” Thus, on Cicero’s evidence, those who gave themselves 
to philosophy disbelieved in the existence of the gods. 

d Politicians and philosophers regarded the popular religion as deserv¬ 
ing support from motives of policy, but only on such grounds. “ Retin- 
etur autem et ad opiuioncm vulgi, et ad mHgnaB utilitates reipublicffi, 
moB, religio, disciplina, jus augurum, collegii auctoritas.”— Cic. de Leg. 

ii. 7. 

9 The Edomites had been oonquered, and forced to submit to circum¬ 
cision by John Hyrcanus, b.c. 135-106. Antipater was the son of a 
powerful “ governor ” of Idumea, who had amassed great wealth under 
Alexandra, by leagues with the Arab princes and with the people of Gaxa 
and Askelon, whose trade passed through his territory. 

* The chronology of this disastrous period is briefly as follows:— 

B.O. 69-64. Disputes between Hyrcanus and Aristobulus respecting 

the throne. 

64. The Roman commander in Sjria, Seaurus, being appealed 

to, gives the throne to Aristobulus. 

63. Pompey annuls the act of Scaurus. and gives the kingdom 

to Hyrcanus. Aristobulus is carried off as prisoner 
to Rome. Hyrcanus becomes priest and prince (nasi), 
but not king (rcr). 

67. Alexander, son of .Aristobulus, having returned from im¬ 
prisonment in Rome, raises a momentarily successful 
insurrection, to obtain the orown. The country is di¬ 
vided into five political districts by Gabinius, Governor- 
General of “ Syria” from b.c. 67 to b.c. 65. 

64. Crassus plunders the Temple. 

48. Cesar grants the Jews many privileges after the battle of 

Pharsalia. 

47. Aristobulus having been poisoned at Rome (b.c. 49) by the 

party of Pompey, just as Ca?sar was about to send him 
to Syria with two legions, and his son Alexander having 
been beheaded at Antioch, by Pompey’s orders, Hyr¬ 
canus is, therefore, recognised by Cesar. 

44. Antipater, father of Herod, poisoned by Malichus, a Jew, 

who wished to supplant lum, and free Hyrcanus from 
his domination. Herod marries Mariamne, grand¬ 
daughter of Hyrcanus, and he and his brother Phasael 
are made tetrarohs under Hyrcanus. 

40-87. The Parthians invade Judea, in alliance with Antigonus 

son of the murdered Aristobulus, and make him king. 
Hyrcanus is prisoner, and sent into Asia by the 

Parthians. 
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40. On this the Senate, at the instigation of Antony, name 

Herod as king. 

37- Herod, aided by Antony, expels the Parthians, storms 

Jerusalem, and begins his actual reign. 

* A small kingdom in Lebanon. 

h John Hvrcanus (b.c. 135-106) had destroyed Samaria, thrown down 
its temple, and turned a stream through the site of the city. 


CHAPTER IV. 

• He wrote a History of the World in 144 vols., which seems to have 
closed with the Life of Augustus, and was, doubtless, the source of 
much of the information Josephus gives of Herod’s reign. He had also 
a drama on the “ History of Susanna,” which seems to have been acted 
in the theatre at Jerusalem, and he composed geographical books, and 
a commentary on Aristotle’s Metaphysics. 

b The visit of the Magi must have happened about this time. No 
wonder Herod was alarmed at reports about a new king of the Jews, 
since he heard them from so many quarters. 

c As a Jew, or half-Jew, Herod could not, of course, touch swine. 


CHAPTER V. 

• Winer, Eicald, and Diet, of G. and R. Biog. and Myth. Bosanquet 
gives b.c. 513 as the date.— Trans. Soc. Bib. Archceol., vol. ii. p. 177. 
Pisistratus was then tyrant of Athens, b.c. 560-527 ( Bevseler , and Diet, 
of G. and R. fiiog. and Myth.), and Servius Tullius was closing his reign 
in Rome to be succeeded in b.c. 534 by Tarquinius Superbus (the 
Haughty). 

b Zerubbabel was of the Jewish royal race, and seems to have been 
early recalled to Persia, from jealousy. Judea was, henceforth, for a 
long time, under Persian pachas, such as Nehemiah. 

c See .John vii. 49, where the very proverb occurs. “ This rabble,” 
say the Pharisees, “ who do not know the law, are accursed” (of God). 

d Simon the Just, who was high priest b.c. 224, may be regarded as 
one of the last of them. The Great Synagogue had thus survived for 
about 250 years, i.e. from Ezra's days, b.c. 458.— Derenbourg , Essai, p. 
46. Much respecting it is, however, legendary. 

m 

€ The name Pharisee is from the verb EJH3 to divide, and means “ one 

• T 7 

separated,” “ standing by one’s self.”— burst, Grsenius. “ Rabbini 

dixerint Pharisees, quod ab aliis vitae sanctimonia et munditie 

sejuncti essent.” The Rabbis gave the Pharisees their name because 
they were separated from others by the holiness and (ceremonial) purity 
of their life.— Pagnini, Lex. Heb., p. 2256. Sadducee is probably derived 
from the name of the founder of the party. So Geiger ( Urschrift, p. 
24). Derenbourg (Essai, p. 453), on the contrary, thinks both names 
were originally given in mocking insuic. 
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f The wife of his brother, Pheroras, her mother and sister, and Doris, 
Herod’s first wife. 

* The Jews used the title Rabbi as equivalent to our Doctor. It comes 
from the root 33*1 to increase (Ps. iii. 1). The cognate word in Arab. 

means “ to be great,” and in Svr. and Chald. "to magnify." Rabbi was 
a higher title than Rab, the original form, and Rabban is still higher 
Rabbi is simply Rab, with the Heb. pronom. suffix “ my,” and Rabbom 
(Mark x. 51; John xx. 16) is the same word with Syro-Chald. suffix for 
“ my."— Witter, Pagninus, and Robinson's Lex. 

h One of the lower officials of the Temple. 

• ( A nativo-born proselyte, not a Jew. The word is derived from the 
Gibeonites being made hewers of wood, etc., by Joshua (Josh. ix. 27). 
The word is D'J'fO “ the given,” "the devoted,” from JPJ, to give. 

k A Mamser, or bastard, is the grossest word of reproach amongst the 
Jews. 

1 Ginsburg ( Cyclo . Bib. Lit., Art. Pharisee) describes the fifth class 
as the What-am-I-yet-to-do Pharisee, who knew the Law so badly, that 
after each act he had to ask what was next to be done. 


CHAPTER VI. 

* The Talmud was not put in writing for centuries after Christ’s day, 
but its teachings are even older than His age. 

b On Gen. xlix. 11. There was an idea abroad, however, with many, 
that no man knew from whence the Christ was to come. See John vii. 

27. 

° The Book Sohar is assigned by Reuss to the eighth century ( Herzog, 
vol. vii. p. 196); but its ideas are very much older. 

d The texts quoted are a sample of Rabbinical interpretation :— 

Exod. xix. 8 says, “ All the people answered together etc. ; 
therefore there could be no dumb among them, nor any deaf. 

Exod. xx. 18 says, " And all the people saw the thunder,” etc.; 
therefore there could be no blind among them. 

Exod. xix. 17 Bays, “ Moses brought (led) forth the people out of 
the camp,” etc.; therefore there oould be no lame among 
them. 

No wonder that Jesus 6poke of them as blind leaders of the blind 1 


CHAPTER VH. 

a 

• Simon was made " prince," as well as high priest, but only "until 
there should arise a faithful prophet.”—1 Mace. xiv. 41. 

b David, separating the priestB from the rest of the tribe of Levi, 
found them to be twenty-four families, and ordained that each family 
should Berve in ministry for a week, settling the order by lot, which 
order continues to this day.— Jos. Ant., vii. 147. 
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c The course of Abijah, or Abia, to which Zacharias belonged, was the 
eighth.—1 Cliron. xxiv. 10. It is mentioned in Neh. xii. 4, 17. The 
course took its name from a priest who bore it, descended from Eleazar, 
Aaron’s son.—1 Cliron. xxiv. 2, 3. 

d Thev were so numerous that it was a Jewish tradition that it had 
never fallen to the lot of any priest to offer incense twice. — Ugolini , vol. 
xii. p. 18. 

6 There was a regular profession of “ instructors of the priests,” who 
trained them to a knowledge of the details of their duties. Even the 
high priest had each year to go through a seven days’ preparatory train¬ 
ing from some expert, to fit him for the duties of the Day of Atonement. 
The “learned” priests were called Haberim, or “companions,” and 
formed a “ Union,” or close brotherhood, the condition of membership 
of which was a pledge to observe the prescriptions of the Rabbis with the 
utmost strictness. All priests and others who were not members were 
despised as Am-ha-ai etzin, “ rude peasants.” Every priest, on admission 
to the “ Union,” 6wore before three members of it to be faithful to its laws, 
and must be a zealot for the least detail of Rabbinism.—Jost,'vol. i. pp. 
155, 162, 201. Cohen (Historisch. Kritische Darstelluvg d. Jiidischen 
Gottesdienstes, p. 165) quotes a curious passage from the Talmud which 
says that “ seven days before the Day of Atonement, the high priest was 
taken into a particular chamber, where he, like a scholar, stood under 
Rabbinical teachers, who instructed and watched him, that he did not* 
perform the sacrificial rites, or those of the incense offering, after the 
forms used on some points by the Sadducees. ” 

f They were employed to select the wood for the sacrifices—in which 
there must be no worm-holes—and in other similar humble duties. 

e See Acts vi. 7. The Temple services were in no way interrupted by 
this large secession of priests. The Council was not restricted to priests. 
It was rather a high council of Rabbis, as such. 

h Herod Agrippa IL, son of Herod Agrippa I., reigned from a.d. 52 
till the destruction of Jerusalem, over the provinces formerly under 
Philip and Lysanias. He held the charge of the Temple, and the choice 
of the high priests from a.d. 84.— Winer, Realworterbuch, vol. i. p. 485. 

* Mine is no mean descent, as one of the line of priests, which, with us 
Jews, is the mark of nobility of birth : I am also, which is a high dis¬ 
tinction, of the first of the twenty-four courses.— Jos. Vit., 1. See 
also Keim’s Jesu von Nazara, vol. i. p. 230. Jost (vol. i. p. 147) points 
out rightly that the commanding sanctity and grandeur of the priestly 
office was lost from the time that the creation of kings overthrew the 
old theocratic constitution, in which the priests ruled over the nation, 
as the direct and exclusive representatives of Jehovah. 

k Maimonides, quoted by Jost, reckoned fifty blemishes common to 
men and beasts; ninety found only in men, and twenty-three found only 
in animals.—Yol. i. p. 155. 

1 Ewald’6 Alterthiimer , pp. 369 ff. Jost says that the priests were not 
anointed with holy oil, there being none under the second Temple, 
and therefore the consecration of the high priest was performed by 
clothing him with the eight pieces of his official robes.—Vol. i, p. 149. 
Ewald must therefore speak of consecration in the early ages of 
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Israel. The holy oil was said by the Babbis to have been mixed by Mosei 

himself, and to have been miraculously increased in quantity as it whs 
used, so that no more was ever needed to be made.— Leyrer , in Herzog, 
vol. xiii. p. 322. 

m Vitellius, the last governor of Syria under Tiberius, won great favour 
with the Jews by giving up the custody of the high-priestly robes. They 
had been taken possession of by John Hyrcanus, and had been kept by 
the Herods and the Romans, and given out only a week before the Day 
of Atonement, and taken back the day after it. Vitellius, by conseut of 
Tiberius, gave them up, permanently, to the high priests.— Jost, vol. i. 

. 333. 

n The Jews could neither sell nor work on the day of the new moon, 
and it was also devoted to special religious services.—Pa. lxxxi. 3 ; 
2 Kings iv. 23 ; Amos viii. 6; 1 Chron. xxiii. 31 ; Ezra iii. 5 ; Neb. x. 
33; Col. ii. 16, etc. Delitzsch says that Ps. cxxxiv. was that of the 
night-watch in the Temple. 

° Derenbourg (p. 36) remarks that this mixture of priests and laity had 
been characteristic of the Great Synagogue itself. Priests, from their 
greater leisure, had necessarily most opportunity for becoming eminent 
Rabbis. The Sanhedrim rose about b.c. 160. —Derenbourg, p. 37. 

Jost, a great authority, differs (vol. i. p. 278) from most in regard to 
the power or even active existence of the Sanhedrim under Herod and 
the Romans. He thinks that it had virtually ceased under Herod. This 
point will'come up for fuller consideration hereafter. 

v The high priest might not mourn for his nearest kin (Lev. xxi. 10, 
11). The uncovering of the head was one form of mourning ; the rend¬ 
ing of the garments a second. The Talmudists, however, say that it 
was lawful for the high priest to rend the skirt, or lower part of his 
garment; but to rend it from the bosom downwards was not allowed. 
This explains how Caiaphas could reud his clothes (Matt. xxvi. 66). The 
ordinary priests might mourn for six degrees of relations—a father, 
mother, son, daughter, brother, and sister that had no husband.— God• 
wyn’s Aaron and Moses, p. 17. 

4 Ezekiel (xliv. 22) tried to introduce a rule that priests should in no 
case marry widows, except the widow of-a priest, but it was not carried 
out. The first traces of modifications of the laws of the Pentateuch, 
since greatly developed by the Rabbis, are found in Ezekiel. —Zuns, p. 
40. 

r The course of Abia, to which Zacharias belonged, ended its autumnal 
half-yearly course in October of the year 746 a.o.c. ; and to this period 
Wieseler refers the Annun ciation by the angel.— Herzog’s Ency., vol. 

xxii. p. 644. 

Lichtenstein assumes that the spring course, in April, 748, was the 
time.— -Jesus Christiu, Herzog's Ency. Bunsen thinks it was at the 
autumnal oourse. Bibetwerk , vol. ix. p. 169. So also does Guder. 
Caspari fixes the time as in July.— Chron., Geog. Einleitung, p. 60. 
These differences only show how uncertain the exact season is. The 
autumn seems to me, however, to suit the requirements of the history 
best. 

Bengel fixes the date as from the 2nd to the 9th Sept., adding in 
his striking way, “ Et 2 Sep. eo anno, aptul geniem Jsraelit., responds* 
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bat 1 Tisri [the Jewish New Year’s Day]. Ecce ! inennte anno , cum 
nuncio angelico Zacharies oblato N.T. primordium cepit." ( Gnomon, 
Luke i. 5.) These calculations are made by reckoning backwards from 
the date of the destruction of the Temple, because that is known as 
having been the 9th of the month Ab, and the course'of priests (Jojarib) 
then serving, is also known. 

s The village of Juttah, in the “hill-country” of Judea, south of 
Hebron, has been conjectured by Belaud (Pal., p. 870) to have been the home 
of Zacharias; but Hebron has the support of long-standing Rabbinical 
tradition. Juttah is supported by Dr. Robinson, Winer, Renan, and 
Arnold ; Hebron by Keim (vol. i. p. 47*2), Ewald (vol. v. p. 218), and 
most others. Caspari thinks a place in the Wady Bettir, near Jerusalem, 
Kirbet el Jehud by name,—which in Hebrew would be rn-H"P "I'V (x6\is 

Tou5dl, the name given by St. Luke,—to have been John’s birthplace. 

1 This was the name of Aaron’s wife, in the form Elisheba— 

• • « 

(“ God her oath,” that is, a worshipper of God).—Exod. vi. 23. Eurst 
renders it, “ El des Bnudes ,” “ the Covenant God.” 

Zechariah. Heb. JVlDT (“ whom God remembers).” A name singularly 

T • ■ 

striking in his case. 

u Commandments— ivroXal. Moral precepts, injunctions, prohibitions 
(Mark x. 19 ; xii. 28). But also traditions of the Rabbis (Titus i. 14), or 
precepts of the Mosaic Law (Mark x. 5). 

Ordinances— SiKaitiifiara.. Decrees, ordinances, precepts, rites, and 
ceremonies.—Heb. ix. 1. But also the positive requirements of the Law 
of Moses.— Rom.ii. 26. Meyer is therefore evidently right in saying that 
“ the distinction made by Calvin and Bengel between the two words— 
evToXy being referred to moral precepts, SiKaloi/iara to ceremonial—is not 
well founded.”— Kommentar: Luc. i. 6. 

x Thus a citizen of Nablus, whose name was Abdallah, was known, 
after the birth of a son to him, as Abu Dadud (the father of Dadud), 
and the mother, in the Eame way, was thenceforth Im Dadud (the mother 
of Dadud). “ The new name thus adopted is used, not only in common 
parlance, but also on the gravest occasions, and even in legal documents.” 
— hill's Nablus, p. 119. 

See, on this subject generally, Ewald’s Alterthiimer, pp. 276 ff. 

y I have reckoned the cubit as 18 inches. The common cubit was 
204-8 lines = 18 inches. The sacred cubit 234-33 lines = 21£ inches. 

z Josephus several times speaks of the Temple as an exact square of 
a stadium = 606J English feet.— Ant., xv. 11. 3, 9. 

The Talmud, which is the only other written authority, says that the 
Temple was a square of 500 cubits (Mischna, v. 334), but the Rabbis ex¬ 
plain that in this case the cubit was only 15 inches, which would make 
the square 625 feet. I do not understand how Jost (vol. i. p. 139) can 
make it to have been a square of 500 cubits, each cubit equal to 6 hand- 
breadths (jede Seite 500 Ellen, die Elle zu 6 Handbreiten), as this would 
give a square of about 1,000 feet. Yet Captain Warren, R.E., who is a 
very high authority, gives it as the result of his prolonged researches on 
the spot, that the Temple square must have been one of 900 feet.— 
Recovery of Jerusalem, p. 310. The whole size of the platform, on part 
of which the Temple stood, is, how-ever, much larger. It measures about 
1,500 feet from north to south,"and about 900 feet from east to west. 
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Almost in the centre of this plateau is an irregular, four-sided, paved 
platform, rising some sixteen feet above the general level of tlie plateau, 
and above the centre of this platform the summit of the Sacred Hill 
crops out, inside a Mahomedan building known as the Dome of the Bock. 
— Recovery of Jerwi., p. 312. This spot is supposed by many to have 
been the site of the Holy of Holies. The whole immense area, once 
covered with royal or BAcred buildings, has beeu created artificially, by 
building up huge walls on the four sides from the valleys below, and 
filling in the space thus obtained, with earth, etc., when it was not utilized 
by substructures, in the shape of tanks, arches, etc. The size of the 
tanks may be imagined when it is stated that the total number of 
gallons of water which could be stored in those now known, probably ex¬ 
ceeded ten millions.— Recovery of Jerus ., p. 17. 

“ The Jews called these points “ raven-scarers ” The roof it¬ 

self seems to have had low gables with a balustrade all round it. 

^ The interior of the Temple, strictly so called, seems to have been 
only about 30 feet by 60. 

Josephus says they were 55 cubits (82 feet) high, and 16 cubits (24 
feet) wide.— Bell. Jud., v. 5. 4. 

dd The Veil of the Temple, according to the vice high-priest (Sagan) 
Simon, who had seen it, was woven with 72 strands. Each strand con¬ 
tained 24 threads ;—6 of purple-blue, 6 of purple-red, 6 scarlet, and 6 
white. These were the four specially holy colours.— DeliUach, Jud. 
HandwerkerUben, p. 15. 

M This great vine was made from the gold offered, from time to time, 
at the Temple, and was the embodiment of a symbol often used by the 
prophets.—Jer. ii. 21; Ezek. xix. 10; Joel i. 7 ; Pb. lxxx. 8. There was a 
golden olive in the Temple of Hercules at Gades (Cadiz); and vines of 
gold were frequent as costly deoorations among the Greeks.— Herod ., vii. 
27; Piiit., xxxiii. 15, et al. The charge made against the Jews, that 
they worshipped Bacchus, probably rose from this temple ornament; and 
it iB not impossible that our Lord may have had a reference to it when 
He spoke of Himself as £he True Vine.—John xv. 1. 

So, Winer ( Rauchern ). Others speak of a third priest, who carried 
out the ashes of the preceding service. 

** The number of the priesthood prevented the danger of this, but 
the rule shows the dignity Associated with the act. • 

hb Luke i. 9 ; it was determined in the same way who should slay the 
beasts, who lay them on the altars, who dress the lamps, etc. 

u The “light of Jehovah ” in Zion, and His ever-burning “ altar fire 
it Jerusalem," are alluded to in Isa. xxxi. 9. 

Num. iv. 7. That is, the bread ever renewed, and, thns, ever before 
God.—1 Sam. xxi. 6. It is called the Bread of the Presence. So Lev. 
zxiv. 6, et al. 

u “ When the incense and prayers were ended, the parts of the sacri¬ 
fice were laid on the altar, and then the Levites 'began their psalmody, 
and their sounding the trumpet.’’- Lightfoot, Hora Hebraica, vol. iii. p. 
18 . 

Tradition affirmed that John Hyrcnnus, son and successor of 
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Simon Maccftbneus, when alone in the Temple, offering incense, heard a 
voice saying that his sons had just then won a victory over Antiochus, 
brother of the great enemy of the nation, at Samaria, which proved to 
be true.— Jos. Ant., xiii. 10. 3. 

1111 In the Second Book of Maccabees i. 18-36, and ii. 1, a curious 
legend is given of the preservation of the sacred tire during the period 
of the exile. Jeremiah and other priests, we are told, took it from the 
altar, and hid it in a dry water-cistern, whence Nehemiah recovered it by 
a miracle. Having put wood in order, for an offering, close by, he caused 
water, drawn from the cistern, which was no longer dry, to be poured 
over it, and while the priests prayed and sang around, the sun suddenly 
burst through the clouds, and kindled the wood to a great flame, con¬ 
suming the sacrifice. In the time of Antiochus Epiphanes the holy fire 
was extinguished, and the altar polluted, but legends soon rose to show 
that even in this case the. sacred flame had been miraculously preserved. 
—See Winer, R. fV. B., Art. Brundopferaltar, and Ewald’s Gesch., vol. 
iv. pp. 210 £f. 

00 Simon the Just (b.c. 221-202).—Zunz, d. Gottesdienstliche Vortmge 
d. Juden, p. 36. The Son of Sirach lauds him as having “ beautified 
the House of God,” and “ renewed the Temple,” “ doubling the height 
of the wall of the sanctuary.” “ In his days,” he continues, “ was made 
a water-laver of copper, like a sea in circumference. He guarded his 
people against danger, and strengthened the city against siege.”—Chap. 
1. 1-5. The Jews, in his time, were under the Greek dynasty of Egypt, 
which the Greek dynasty of Syria was victoriously assailing. The 
Egyptian king, Ptolemy Philopator, in one of his campaigns, visited 
Jerusalem, and not only offered in the Temple, but wished to go into the 
Holy of Holies. The whole priesthood, with the high priest at their 
head, resisted, begging and imploring him not to profane the sacred 
place, and the people were with difficulty kept from rising in arms. 
Tradition says he fell to the ground senseless as he entered within the 
veil, and had to be carried out.— Jost, vol. i. p. 109. Fressel, in Herzog , 
vol. xii. p. 475. 

Derenbourg (pp. 46-52) assigns no date to Simon’s pontificate, its 
exact time being very uncertain. Leyrer ( Herzog, vol. xv. p. 297) assigns 
b.c. 300 as the date. 

pp Lightfoot assumes that it was a Sabbath day when Zacharias 
offered incense, as there were few people present on ordinary days. 

is The word in Greek refers to the holy festal procession, in which 
the people marched round the Temple courts, on the great Day of Atone¬ 
ment.— Fritzsche, in loc. Ewald, Geschichte , vol. iv. p. 31. 

11 Of the Holy of Holies, which the high priest alone entered once a 
year, on that day. 

88 Literally, in the days of the first-fruits. 

tt To bring God to a remembrance that Israel was His people. 

nn The worship of God. 

** I have adopted, for the most part, the translation of Fritzsche, in 
the Exeg. Handbuch z. d. Apokryphen. 

yy Praeludium legis ceremonialis finiendse Christo veniente.— Bengel. 

Origen {in Luc., Horn, v.) and Ambrose {in Luc., lib. i. 41) make similar 
reflections. 
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“ The naming a child took place on the eighth day, at its circum¬ 
cision. This was then, as it still is, an occasiou of quiet rejoicing, to 
which the friends of the family gather. The following is the account of 
the ceremony in Mill’s British Jncx (pp. 8-14). 

“ The first thing to be done is to choose Sandakin—something similar 
to a godfather and godmother in the Christian world. The Sandakin, 
however, undertake no future responsibilities towards the child ; all their 
duties are over on the day of circumcisiou. They are generally husband 
and wife, and selected from among the relations or immediate friends of 
the parents. . . . 

“ The parents must also give the child a name, that it may be men* 
tioned at the oircumcision. It must be a Hebrew name, and, generally, 
one adopted in the family, or that of some celebrated man. He may 
have another name, a common one, by giving a Gentile turn to his 
Hebrew one, or by adopting a Gentile name altogether. For example, 
his Hebrew name may be Mo*he, and his common name Moses or Philip. 
Whenever he is named in the synagogue, or elsewhere, connected with 
any religious duty, he is called by his Hebrew name, but in all other 
affairs he is called by hiB common name. 

“ On the Friday evening before the circumcision, it is announced in 
the synagogue, that to A., son of B., a son is boro ; and after the service 
a few friends are entertained at the parents’ house with fruit and wine, 
known by the name Zaehar, i.e. male. The ceremony ought to be per¬ 
formed in the synagogue, but if the parents live at a distance from it, or 
if the weather be rough, they may have it done at home. There must be 
ten persons present to form a Minyan * or 1 private ’ meeting, and amoug 
these must be the Chozani and the secretary of the synagogue. 

“ The ohild is brought to the door of the synagogue by the godmother, 
and there is received by the godfather. As he carries the child towards 
the congregation they say— Blessed, is he that cometh. In the middle is 
a large chair, with two seats, one for the godfather, the other to be left 
vacant: it is the seat of Elijah the prophet, who is called 'the angel of 
the covenant,’ who, it is believed, is preseut to witness the ceremony, 
though invisible. . . . 

“ The rite performed, prayers follow by the official who has thus ad¬ 
mitted the child to the privileges of Israel, and an offering for the poor 
concludes the ceremony. There is afterwards a social gathering, in 
honour of the occasion, at the father’s house." 

Among a people so unchanging as the Jews the customs of to-day are 
the same as those of the remote past, and thus we have only to give an 
Eastern setting to this picture, to have before us the iucident of the 
circumcision of the infant Baptist, nearly two thousand years ago, at 
Hebron. 

Ewald thinks that circumcision is a symbolical dedication of the child 
to God by an offering of part of its body, the idea being that its very 
life is a forfeit, though allowed to be redeemed by this acknowledgment 
of the fact. * The child’s blood must be spilt that its life be saved. Jt 
was thought so well-pleasing to God that it could save even a father's 
life, ns the circumcision of the child of Moses saved that of the great 
lawgiver.! 

• pjp “ Number.” t Ezra vL 17. The Reader (Hazan). 

‘ X AlUrtkftm, pp. 121-123. S Exod iv. 84-20. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


* This priest is said in our English version to be the grandson of 
Manasseh, but it should be Moses. The word Manasseh is printed in the 

Hebrew Bible thus, riET-D the nun being suspended, so as to show that it 

T « 

is in the original text, though omitted in reading; the remaining letters 
being read as HS/D— Moses. The copyists of the Old Testament MSS. 
were equally unwilling to own that the descendant of Moses could 
have sunk to be a priest of idols, or, on the other hand, to alter the 
sacred text. That the reading should be Moses is granted by the Talmud 
(Baba bathra, 109a), but the Egyptian wife of Moses is blamed for the 
grandson's apostasy. The note of Rasclii (called Jarchi), a great Rabbi 
of the Middle Ages, is—“ On account of the honour of Moses he wrote nun 
to change the name, and it is written suspended, to show that it was 
Moses and not Manasseh.” The Vulgate retains the original true reading 
—Moses. 


b The later Rabbis assigned a descent from David, through the female 
side, to Hillel “ pour rehausser ainsi l’eclat des descendants de Hillel.”— 
Derenbourg , p. 339. 

c A fragment of Papias, the grammarian of the 11th century, not the 
Bishop of Hierapolis,* printed by Dr. Routh in his Reliquce Sacra , says 
that both Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Salome, were aunts of 
our Lord, and consequently sisters of his mother. The habit of giving 
the same name to more members of a family than one was not unknown 
among the Jews. Thus the high priest Onias III. had a brother who, 
also, was called Onias. 


d In the Talmud J'C^np from EJHj5, “to be holy, or sacred.” 

e The school of Shammai fixed this at 90 grains of pure gold ; that of 
Hillel fixed it at half a grain of pure silver. The sum was indifferent. 
The contract was binding if eveu a farthing was given. 


f At the present day a Jewish betrothal is effected thus :—The parties 
and their parents, with a number of invited friends, meet at an appointed 
time, and a deed of penalty, which has been drawn up, is read to the 
company. A certain 6um is named as forfeited to the other party should 
either break the engagement. A cup is then broken, as a sign that a 
covenant is made, and a betrothal feast follows. This takes place six or 
twelve months, or even longer in some cases, before the marriage.— Mill's 
British Jews , p. 25. 

On Jewish Betrothal, see Godwyn’s Aaron and Moses, p. 231; Winer 
Tt. W. B., Herzog’s Ency., and Schenkel’s Bibel Lexicon , Arts. Eke, etc.; 
Dr. Ginsburg’s Art. Marriage , in Kitto’s Cyclo. of Bib. Lit., etc. 


k The morning and evening sacrifice were at the third hour (9 a.m.), 
and at the nin th hour (3 p.m.), respectively. 


h 6 iyyeXos (the angel) iB wanting in the MSS. B., L., and is omitted 
by Tischendorf. 

The MSS. etc. to which reference may be made hereafter, are distin¬ 
guished in different ways, according to the class to which they belong. 
The most important authorities for the New Testament text are the 


Sec Lightfoot on the Galatians, ed, 2, p. 261, note. (1860.) 

35 
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Greek Uncial MSS., that ie, those written in capital letters. The prin* 
cipal ones are: 1. The Sinaiticus, known by the sign K* Its date is the 
third quarter of the fourth century ; it contains the complete New Testa¬ 
ment. 2. A. Alexandrinns. Date, first quarter of fifth century ; New 
Testament, nearly complete. 3. B. I aticanus. First quarter of fourth 
century; New Testament, with some parts wanting. For the sake of 
simplicity I shall refer to these by their first letters—S, A, and V. They 
are by far the most important authorities. 4. C. Ephraemi. Second 
quarter of fifth century; New Testament, but with a considerable por¬ 
tion wanting. 5. D. Bezce. First quarter of sixth century; Gospels 
and Acts with lacunas. 6. E. Bnsiliensis. Eighth century ; the four 
Gospels, with some lacunae in St. Luke. 7. F. Boreali. Ninth cen¬ 
tury: four Gospels, many lacunae. 8. G. Wolfii A. Tenth century; 
four Gospels, but many lacunaB. 9. H. Wolfii B. Ninth century; four 
Gospels, but many laounaB. 10. I. Tischendorfinus II. Fifth to seventh 
century; fragments of Gospels, Acts, 1 Corinthians, and Titus. 11. K. 
Cyprius. First quarter of ninth century ; four Gospels complete. 12. L. 
Regius. Eighth or ninth century; four Gospels, complete except sixty- 
six verses. 13. M. Campianus. Fourth quarter of ninth century; four 
Gospels complete. 14. N. Puepureus. Last quarter of sixth century ; 
small fragments of each Gospel. 15. P. Guelpherbytanus A. Sixth 
century; small fragments of four Gospels. 16. Q. Guelpherbytanus B. 
Fifth or sixth century ; fragments of SS. Luke and John. 17. It. Nitri- 
ensis. Sixth century; fragments of St. Luke only. 18. S. Vaticanus. 
No. 354. Tenth century; four Gospels complete. 19. T. Borgianus /. 
Fifth century; some parts of St. John’s Gospel. 20. U. Nanianus I. 
Tenth century; four Gospels complete 21. V. Mosquensis. Eighth 
or ninth century; four Gospels, as far as John vii., with lacuuas. 22. X. 
Monacensis. Ninth century; four Gospels, with many lacunae. 23. Z. 
D ublinensie . Sixth century ; fragments of St. Matthew only. An easily 
accessible list of these and the other classes of MSS. of inferior value, 
with interesting details, will be found in McClellan’s New Testament , vol. 
i., and in the Dictionary of the Bible, Art. New Testament. Lists of tho 
ancient versions of the New Testament are also given, but I shall not 
refer to these or to the inferior MSS. Fuller lists may be found in Mill’s 
Prolegomena, Scholz, Tischendorf, and elsewhere. 


E. V. " highly favoured.” 


r. Meyriek, in Smith's 


* KexapiTiafUvi). 

Bible Dictionary, translates it “ Thou that hast bestowed on thee a free 
gift of graoe.” Webster and Wilkinson give it as “ endued with favour.” 
Meyer, “Welcher Huld (von Gott) widerfahren ist ” (who has found 
favour with God). De Wette, “ Begnadigte,” which iB much the same 
in meaning; and so Oosterzee and .others. Bengel has the fine note: 
“ Non ut mater gratias sed ut filia gratis ” (not as mother but as child of 
grace). 

Mr. Meyriek translates the words 6 KOpios peri, aov —“ the Lord be with 
thee ; ” but he is apparently alone in this. “ Blessed art thou among 
women,” is wanting in S, V, L, and in many of the ancient versions. It 
is rejected by Tischendorf. 

k Jesus. The name Jesus is a later form of Joshua. The name origin* 
ally was Hothea, “ he saves "—Num. xiii. 8,16. This was chnuged 

by Moses into PfS'lrV, “ Jehovah (is) his help or salvation.” It is given 
thus ( Jehothua ) in the English version, Num. xiii. 16; 1 Chron. vii. 
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27. Elsewhere he is called Joshua. After the exile he is called 1MB” 

Joshua, Neh. viii. 17, and this in the Greek became Jesus— the Greek 
’ 1 * 7 jour. A striking illustration of the sense in which St. Matthew uses 
this form, Jesus, “ for He shall save His people from their sins,” occurs 
iu Ecclus. xlvi. 1, where it is said of Joshua (Jesus)— 6s iyevero /card 
to 6 v o pta a v t o u pteyas ewi <rwTT)pi<j. itcXeKTuiv avrov —who, according 
t>) his name, was made great for the saving of the elect (of God), i.e. the 
Jewish nation. 

The name was not uncommon among the Jews. Ecclesiasticns wafl 
written by Jesus, son of Sirach, and a Jesus called Justus was a fellow- 
worker with St. Paul (Col. iv. 11). Jason is a Greek form of Jesus, and 
was of frequent occurrence. It is found twice in the Apocryphal list of 
the seventy-tvo commissioners sent by Eleazar to Ptolemy ( Arist. Hist. 
ap Hody, De text., p. vii.). It is striking that one Joshua conquered 
Canaan and that the first high priest after the return was another 
Joshua, Ezra v. 2. Several other Joshuas are mentioned in the Old Test¬ 
ament, and there was a town called Jeshua in Judah (Neh. xi. 2G). 
Some of the Fathers, not knowing Hebrew, fancied that “Jesus ” wa9 of 
Greek origin, and traced it to (acns (lasts) “ healing,” but not more cor¬ 
rectly that when they derived Aid3o\oy from Suo and jScjXos, because the 
devil swallows man at two bites, first of the soul and then of the body. 
The fancy has often been set at work to find hidden meanings in the 
name of our Lord. Thus the Valentinians, according to Ireuaeus (lib. ii. 
c. 41) held it to mean “ Him who possesseth Heaven and earth,” because 

the three letters in the Hebrew form of it IB”, are, respectively, the first 

letters of the words iHn' (Jehovah), D'DB> (heaven), and (and the 

earth), thus making up “Jehovah of heaven and earth.” Osiander, one 
of the most learned of the Reformers, was equally fanciful, for he main¬ 
tained that Jesus is no other than the name which it is not lawful to 
utter—the Shem-hamphorash—“rendered unutterable by the insertion 

of the letter B’. ” The phrase itself BHbSH D!^ may mean “ the name 

* « ■ • 

distinctly declared.” See Neh. viii. 8, where BH3D is used adverbially 

for “distinctly.” Or—“the name which reveals”—or “the name 
known ” (only to the initiated). It is an invention of the Jewish 
Kabbala, and it is no wonder that its meaning i9 disputed, for no crazed 
brain ever created wilder confusions and follies than those which make 
up this system. Any one who wishes may find details to his satisfaction 
iu the articles Kabbala and Jehovah, by Reuss and Oehler, in Herzog. 
One of the Fathers says, in reference to the number of persons iu Scrip¬ 
ture bearing the name of Jesus—“In tanta multitudine scripturarum 
neminem s :imu9 Jesum peccatorem ”—but the wish, as in too many 
cases, is father to the thought! 


1 The genealogies given by both Matthew and Luke seem unquestion¬ 
ably to refer to Joseph. Meyer, De Wette, Lord Hervey, McClellan, and 
others, who may be taken as representing different schools of thought, 
agree in this. Matthew seems to give Joseph’s legal descent as heir of 
David’s throne; Luke his private genealogy. Through him, Jesus, as 
his adopted son, became his legal heir. Lord Hervey, like many others, 
supposes that Mary was the daughter of Jacob (Matt. i. 16), and, in this 
way, the cousin of Joseph, and that thus, in point of fact, if not in form, 
both genealogies are as much hers as his. But apart from hypothesis, 
which must always be unsatisfactory, the descent of Mary from David, 
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though not established like that of Joseph by a transcript from the 
public registers, is abundantly proved by the constant testimony of the 
New Testament See Matt. i. 1; Acts ii. 30 ; Korn. i. 3 ; 2 Tim. ii. 8; 
Heb. vii. 14; John vii. 41. 42; llev. v. 6, xxii. 16. Jesus Uiui6elf. in¬ 
deed, assumes a descent from David as necessary in the Messiah (Matt, 
xxii. 42). Eusebius (bk. i. c. 7) mentions descendants of our Lord's 
family, known as the Desposyni (iratj row 5e<rirorov e<m—Suidas) as living 
iu Nazara and Coebata, villages of Judea, and relates from Hcgcsipput 
how they were summoned before the Emperor Domitian as being of the 
lineage of David (bk. iii. c. 20). 1 shall allude to this hereafter. There 
is a further striking confirmation of our Lord’s descent from David in a 
statement by Ulla, a Rubbi of the third century, that “ Jesus was treated 
in an exceptional way, because He was <>f the. royal race." — Sanhedrin 
43a (in uumutilated editions), quoted by Derenbourg, L'llistuire de la 
Palestine, p. 349. 

m The relationship of Mar}’ to Elisabeth is not known. It was probably 
a connection through marriage, which the fact of Mary's family belong¬ 
ing to tbe tribe of Judah, aud Elisabeth’s to that of Levi, did not at all 
affect. Marriages between members of different tribes were customary. 
The traditions respecting Mary’s family are numerous and curious. Thus 
she is said, in the Protevang.Jac., and in the Hittor. de Nativ. Maria, to 
have been the daughter of Joachim, a prosperous owner of sheep and 
cattle, and of Anna, a daughter of the priest Mattlmn (Matt. i. 15), tho 
grandfather of Joseph and Mar y.— Niceph, H. E., ii. 8. She was born 
when both her parents were old, and was baptized by Peter and John.— 
Coteler., ad tterm., iii. 9, 16. 

“ Acts i. 14. Tradition relates that Mary lived with John till her 
death at the age of fifty-nine, in the fifth year of Claudius, ut Ephesus, 
whither she had followed her guardiau. 

° Compare Mary's hymn with Hannah’s (1 Sam. ii. 1-10) and Judith's 
(Judith xvi. 2-17) throughout. “Low estate,’’ ravelvwais. Acts viii. 
33: *• in his humiliation his judgment was taken away.” James i. 10: 
“ But the rich, in that he is made low." Phil. iii. 21 : ** Our vile body ” 
(the body of our humiliation). 

p The principal Christian Apocryphal writings are :— 

1. The Protcvangelium Jacobi mivoris is of a very early date. It is 
noticed by Origcn (a. n. 250), Epiphanius (a.d. 402), and other Fathers; 
and some of the incidents it contains are spoken of by Justin Martyr 
(a.d. 106), and Clement of Alexandria (a.d 217). 

2. The Evangelium de Nativitate S. Maria seems to date from the 
sixth century. 

3. The Historia de Nativitate Maria is of uncertain date. 

4. The Evangelium Infantia Servatoris (the Gospel of the Infancy) 
embraces narratives which were current iu the second century. 

6. The Evangelium Thoma Israehta. This is supposed to have been 
the foundation of all the Gospels of the Infancy of our Lord, though it 
has beeu recast and altered. 

These five ore known as the Gospels of tho Infancy. 

a There were little children, thus, in the chambers round tho Temple; 
but, aB in the case of Mary, they lived in it only while quite young. 
Mary left it, we are told, when she was fourteen.— Hojmunn, Pat Lebcn 
Jesu nach den Apoknjphen, p. 36. 
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r Mary is said to have woven a new “ veil ” for the Holy of Holies.— 
Ho fmann, p. 66. 

There are Mahomedftn legends of the childhood of Mary very like 
those given here.—See Weil’s Legends of the Mussulmans, p. 216. 


CHAPTER IX. 

4 Pompeius captis Hierosolymis tributarios Judfeos fecit.”— Chron. 
Euseb. ad Olyinp., p. 179. Jos. Ant., xiv. 4. 5. 

b “ Opes public® continebantur, quantum civium, sociorumque, in 
armis: quot classes regna, provinci®, tributa, et vectigalia, et necessi¬ 
tatis, et largitiones : qu® cuncta sua manu perscripserat Augustus.’’— 
Tac. Annal., i. 11. See also Suetonius, Aug., 28: “ Magistratibus ac 
Senatu domum accitis, Rationarium imperii tradidit.” It must have 
been something of the same kind as the Domesday Book of William the 
Conqueror. In the later Republic the census of Roman citizens—that 
is, of all Italy and of the colonies which had Italian rights—was of small 
importance to the empire, since Roman citizens were no longer subject 
to military conscription, and paid no direct taxes. But the census of 
the provinces was very different, its chief end being the due assessment 
of population and property for taxation.— Zumpt, d. G eburtsjahr Christi, 
pp. 147-175. There were apparently two kinds of direct taxes raised 
throughout the empire—first, the land tax ( tributum soli , or agri), and, 
second, a poll or head tax ( tributum cnpitu). The first was paid, partly 
in kind, partly in money. Under the second, various taxes seem to have 
been included—the income tax, for example, which was assessed much 
as the same tax is with us. Every one was liable to the head tax, and 
the amount was the same for all. Women and slaves had to pay it as 
well as men. In Syria the men were liable to it from the age of four¬ 
teen, the women from that of twelve—both till the age of sixty-five; 
and only children aud the aged were excepted. Each householder had 
to give the particulars of his liabilities, as with us, and the taxation 
lists were made up from these returns or declarations. There seems to 
have been a system of “ offices of inland revenue ” all over the empire, 
to keep the lists duly corrected, and to collect the imposts. If any one 
owned land in another district than that in which he lived, he had to go 
to that district and make his return, or, at least, had to get it made for 
him in that district, “ for the land tax must be paid in that district in 
which the particular land is owned.”—See Schiirer’s L. B. d. N. T. Zeit- 
geschichte, pp. 263 £f. 

c It is frequently said that Tacitus tells us (Ann., vi. 41) that the 
Clitae in Cilicia, though subject to a King Archelaus, of Cappadocia, were 
required to make eeusus returns after the Roman manner, and to sub¬ 
mit to tribute. But, as Schiirer points out ( N . T. Zeitgeschichte. p. 272), 
this passage does not say that the Romans made a census in the terri¬ 
tories of Archelaus, but that Archelaus sought to make one in the Roman 
way among a people subject to himself. 

d Ewald thinks that this probably happened when the people were 
gathered together for the registration or taxing to which Joseph and 
Mary are related by St. Luke to have come.— Geschichte, vol, v. p. 206 
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The taking an oath of allegiance was u Bn ally connected with a census.— 
See authorities quoted in EUUy’s Annotation •«, vol. ii. p. 146. 

• The numbering of the people under David, with its fatal results 
(2 Sam. xxiv.), was deeply fixed on the Jewish memory. It was, more¬ 
over, believed that a census would be the fulfilment of an old prophecy 
that the kingdoms of Syria (including Palestine) and Egypt were to be 
destroyed.— Grotii, Annot., Luke ii. 3. 

f GrotiuB remarks, “ The custom of the Jews was that a census should 
be made by tribes, houses, and families. But this, after the many re¬ 
volutions and chauges the Jews had suffered, could not be done, exec 
by each person going to the place to which his ancestors had belonged." 
—Annotationet ad Lue. f ii. 3. 

* The statement by St. Luke that '• this taxing was first made when 
Cyrenius ’’—or Quirinius, as it should be written—“ was governor of 
Syria," has provoked much discussion. It is urged that Sentius Sutur- 
ninus was governor of Syria from 744 to 748 of Borne, and Quimilins 
Varus from 748 till after Herod's death, as is supposed, in 750. It has 
been shown, however, by Zumpt, that Quirinius was twice Legate of the 
Province of Syria, first in 760-753 of Rome, and a second time, some 
years later.* Caspar! has, moreover, shown very strong grounds (Chrono- 
logisch-G eogra phische Einleitung , pr>. 28-30) for believing that Herod did 
not die in 750, as has been supposed, but on the 1st of Schebtt (21th 
January), 753, in which case all difficulty would vanish. Ewald, 
Wieseler, and some others render the verse of Luke : “ This taxing took 
place before Quirinius was governor,"f etc.; but this is condemned by 
Winer ( Grammatik , 1867, p. 229), and caDnot be sustained. Kohler also 
rejects Wieseler’s translation, and supposes that the census was begun 
before Quirinius came the first time, but w-as discontinued, owing to 
an uproar having been mode, till he arrived, after Herod s death, as is 
supposed, in 750. This is also the explanation of Oosterzee.— K<>tnm<utar, 
p. 25. Wieseler al6o supposes that the tumult with which Judas and 
Mattathias were connected, and for which they were burnt nlive, took 
place at this time.— Herzog's Ency., vol. xxi. p. 545. One thing is 
certain, that Luke, who meutions the second oeusuu (Acts v. 37), is, by 
that very fact, fully reliable when he speaks of an earlier one, at the 
birth of Christ. Bunsen (Bibehcerk, vol. ix. p. 195) supposes that the 
census in the Gospel took place in the second half of April, 750, imme¬ 
diately after Herod’s death (as generally fixed). Kcim (Jem r cm Sazara, 
vol. i. p. 398) and Meyer ( Kommmtar , in loc.) thiuk Luke has mistaken 
the date of Quirinius’census, aDd Hagonbach (Ktrchenge*chichte, vol. i. 
p. 34) is inclined to think with them; but enongh has been said above 
to make it easy to decide whether Luke, at the time, is likely to be right, 
or soholars, nearly 2,000 years after. It is worth notiug that even so 
destructive a critic as Ernest de Bunsen (Chronology of the Bilrir, 1H74, 
p. 70) has to admit that Quirinius may have been governor of Syria iu 
the latter part of the year 750. See also Keim, vol. i. p. 390, where the 
whole subjeet is treated very fully. 

Curiously, the three years specified as those in which a census was 
taken, 726, 746, and 767, were Jewish S&bbatio years, when the laud lay 


* Mertvale’s Roman Umpire, vol. It. p. 467. 
t Ewald’s Qmck ckle, vol. v. p. 301. Usnog, vol. xxi. p, 046. 
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idle, and the people were able to travel where they wished, without 
hindrauce. 


h Luke ii. 4. The tribes which sprang from the sons of Jacob were 
called <pv\cu (ITftSlO), the branches which sprang from these Patriarchs 

were called irarptaX (JTinDfcyp), the separate families were called ohoi 

(ni3X n'D). The second and third words are used here. Joseph was 

thus of the direct family of David, and of the same branch to which 
David had belonged. 


1 


Lightfoot, Horae Hebraicae (Luke ii. 8) says, “ The spring coming on 
they drove their beasts into wildernesses, or champaign grounds, where 
they fed them the whole summer, keeping watch over them night and day, 
that they might not be impaired either by thieves or ravenous beasts. 
The winter coming on, they betook themselves home again with the 
flocks and herds.” He quotes the Talmud in illustration, but as Wieseler 
says, the rule cannot be regarded as having been always observed. The 
particular season would decide for itself. Even in Canada I have seen a 
man ploughing at Christmas. Mr. Tyrwhitt Drake writes on the 15th of 
December, 1872, from near Haifa:—“The winter rains still hold off, 
though the quantity that fell in October and November—‘ the former 
rain ’—has proved quite sufficient to enable the fellahin to begin their 
ploughing. These rains produced an immediate change in the appear¬ 
ance of the country; grass began to sprout all over the hills, the wasted 
grain on the threshing-floors (in the open air) soon produced a close crop 
some six inches high. The cyclamen, white crocus, saffron crocus, and 
jonquil are in full flower on the mountains ; the oak (Quercus cegilops) is 
fast putting out its new leaves, and in sheltered nooks some of the 
hawthorn trees are doing the same. The Zemzarut (species of Judas 
tree ?) is gorgeous at the foot of Carmel, with its clusters of lilac blos¬ 
soms.”— Quart. Rep. of Palest. Explor. Fund , April, 1873, p. 61. 


k The population of Malta, in 1849, was 1,182 to the square mile; 
that of Middlesex is nearly 7,000 to the square mile. We must assume 
that it is an Oriental exaggeration when Josephus speaks of the least 
place having over 15,000 inhabitants, but undoubtedly the population 
was very great. See Furrer in Bibel. Lex., Art. Galilee. 


1 “ He who tastes the bread of a Samaritan is as one who eats the 
flesh of swine.”— Pirk. R. El. c. 38. “Sychar” was even said by the 

Jews, in their hatred, to be derived from “13^ ( Shakar ) to be drunken. 

m The Talmud has the same figure as is used by St. Matthew, of 
Rachel weeping for her children (chap. ii. ver. 18). “ When the children 

of Israel, laden with chains,” it tells us, “ were being driven off by the 
soldiers of Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon, the road led past the grave cf 
our mother Rachel. As they came near her grave they heard cries and 
bitter weeping. It was the voice of Rachel, who had risen from her 
tonb, and was lamenting the fate of her unhappy children.” Quoted in 
Rom. und Jerusalem, p. 20. 

n The population, now, is about 3,000; the number of houses about 
500, and the streets narrow and crooked. 


0 Jer. xli. 17. 2 Sam. x. 37, 38. The word is rVflS which occurs only 

once in the Bible, but can only mean a khan. It is from “133, “to sojourn,” 
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“ to dwell for a time ;" “ a stranger,” “a traveller.”— Gcteniw, Heb 

Lexicon. Fiirst's Jlebr. H. W. /». 

The “inn” (Luke x. 94) to which the Good Samaritan took the man 
who had falleti among thieves, was a khan. The host was the man in 
charge of it, to keep it clean, and attend in some slight measure to the 
wants of travellers and their beasts. 

p Quicunque libenter hospitalitatem exercet, ejus est paradisus.— 
Jalkut Unbent, xli. 2. Majus quid est recipero viatorcm quam ap- 
paritionem Schedrin® habere.— SJwbuoth, xxxv. 2. Both quoted from 
Schottgen, by Winer, Realicorterbuch, p. 391. With the Essenes hospi¬ 
tality was a religious command. Among other particulars we read that 
“In every city where they live there is one appointed particularly to 
take care of strangers, and provide garments and other necessaries for 

them.— Jot., Bell. Jnd., ii. 8. 4. Hhechinah, among the later 

Jews, the visible presence or glory of Jehovah—from “ to dwell ”— 

in allusion to the cloud over the Tabernacle, etc., in which Jehovah 
dwelt.— Huxtorf, Lex. Talrn., p. 2394. In Luke ix. 62, we see that this 
sacred right of hospitality was recognised in some oases even by 
Samaritans to Jews. 

* KardXvfta from xaraXuw “to unbind,” “to unyoke,” “to put up 
for the night ” (when the beasts of burden are unloaded). The verb 
occurs Luke ix. 12; xix. 7, in which hitter passage it is translated gone 
“to be a guest." It has the same meaning in the former verse. Even 
at the paasover. the oountless Btrangers visiting the city, for the feast, 
were provided gratuitously with the necessary apartments, as far as was 
possible. They left, in return, the skins of the paschal lambs, and the 
vessels they had used in the ceremonies.— Jotna, 12a. See also, Luke 
xxii. 10-12; Matt. xxvi. 16. 

On the whole subject the reader may consult artioles by Vaehinger, 
Buetschi, and Lichtenstein, respectively, in Herzog's Encyklopddie, vol. 
v. p. 745; vol. vi. p. 564, and vol. iv. p. COG. 

* “It is not impossible,to say the least, that the apartment in which 
our Saviour was born was, in fact, a cave. I have seen many such, 
consisting of one or more rooms, in frout of and including a cavern, 
where the cattle were kept."— Thomson'» Land and (he Hook, p. 645. 
The evidence in favour of “the rnauger” having been in a cave—most 
likely the very cave now shown as that of the Nativity—is exceedingly 
strong. Justin Martyr, a native of the country, who was born little 
more than a century later (a.d. 103), speaks of our Lord's birth as haviug 
taken place “in a certain cave very close to the village ’’— iv axtjXa l<t> nvl 
avveyyvs tt)s Kufnjs, k.t.X .— Tnjph., chap, lxxviii. Winer (Art. Bethlehem) 
refers to passages in Origen, Eusebius, Jerome, Kpiphanitis, and other 
Fathers, who repeat the tradition. So profound, indeed, was St. 
Jerome's belief in it, that he settled in Bethlehem in a.i>. 38(1, and lived, 
for thirty years after, in a cave close beside the one now snid to have 
been the scene of Christ’s birth, to be near so holy a spot; nor would 
the most tempting offers induce him to leave it. 

The limestone hills of Palestine are pierced by innumerable caves, 
which have in different ages been used for the most various purposes, as 
a reference to the word in any concordance will show. They are still 
used, not only as Thomson describes above, but as dwellings, by shep* 
herds, while pasturing their flocks in the field, and by harvesters, 
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through the whole slimmer.— Robinson's Pal., vol. i. p 353 ^ vol. iii. pp. 
10, 215. Being quite dry, they are very suitable for this. Mr. Palmer 
found the whole hilly region of the desert of the Tih, which is south of 
Judea, full of natural caverns, which had been used for dwellings, etc., 
in former times, and are even still used in this way by the Arabs.— 
Quart. Statement of Pal. Explor. Fund, Jan., 1871, p. 38. Thus, of one 
part, he says, “ The dwellings consist principally of caves in the natural 
rock, some of them with rude arches carved over the doorways, and all 
of them of the greatest antiquity. The spots selected for their excava¬ 
tions are small terraces on the hill-side, and these are walled round with 
mud fences, and form a sort of courtyard in front of the cave itself, in 
which dogs, goats, chickens, children, and other members of the family 
take the air.” 

9 The birth of Christ, without doubt, took place some years before the 
date at present received. The Christian era, as we reckon it, was fixed 
by Dionysius Exiguus (the small or lean), a Roman abbot of the sixth 
ceuturv,* a Scvthian bv birth : and it bears the mark of the age that 
produced it, in its incorrectness. The date of Christ’s birth is calculated 
from various notes of time, some of which are as follows:— 

1. "We know from the Talmud, that on the day of the destruction of 
Jerusalem—the 9th of the month Ab, the 4th of August, a.d. 70—the 
first of the twenty-four classes of priests, that of Jojarib, was on duty. 
— M. Taanith , iv. 6, quoted by Derenbourg, L'JIistoire, etc., de la 
Palestine, p. 291. This can be proved to be correct, for the passage 
above quoted says that the 9th Ab was a Sabbath day, and it has been 
found that it really was so. It is easy to reckon backwards from this, 
and find on what months of the years before Herod’s death the course of 
Abia entered on its term of service ; and it is found that it did so, for 
its autumn duty, on the 3rd of October, 748, and ended its week on the 
9th. 

2. Christ was certainly born before the death of Herod, who, at the 
earliest did not die before March, 750. Josephus says that Archelaus, 
his son, was banished in the tenth year of his ethnarchy ( Aniiq ., xvii. 
13. 2), or in the ninth (Bell., ii. 7. 3) ; but elsewhere ( Antiq ., xviii. 2. 1) 
he says that his property had already been confiscated in the thirty- 
seventh year after the battle of Actium, which would be the year 760. 
His banishment must have taken place, therefore, at the latest, by 760, 
and thus Herod would seem to have died in 750 or 751. But Josephus 
tells us that an eclipse of the moon took place shortly before Herod died, 
and it is found that there was one on the 13th of March, 750. This has 
been thought to confirm the date of 750 as that of Herod’s death. 

3. The visit of the Magi. These illustrious visitors perhaps came from 
the neighbouring Arabia, and were induced to make the journey to 
Bethlehem on astrological grounds. Now it appears that there was a 
“ conjunction ” of Jupiter and Saturn, in the sign Pisces, in the year 747. 
A year later Mars was in conjunction with both the other planets, and, 
a year later still, a new, hitherto unseen star or other heavenly body, 
came into sight—that is, in 749 or 750. It is striking that the Rabbis 
believed that there had been a conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn in the 
constellation of the Fish three years before the birth of Moses, and 
expected a repetition of the same phenomenon before the birth of the 


* He died a.d. 650. 



NOTES. 


538 

Messiah. The knowledge of this belief may lmvePled the Magi t-> make 
the journey. Professor Pritchard, has, however, pointed out that, at 
tbeir conjunctions, the planets Jupiter and Saturn were never Been hh a 
singlo star, but, at their nearest, were at the very considerable distant e 
from each other of double the moon’s diameter (Af. It. A. .S’., vol. xxv.). 

But Wieseler (p 61) shows from a notice of Miinter, that “ the astro¬ 
nomical tables of the Chinese actually record the appearance, for Beventy 
days, of a new star in 750, and this is corroborated by Humb >ldt (Koemoe, 
vol. i. p. 389, anm. iii. p. 561). and by the astronomer Piugro (Comtio- 
graphie , tom. i. p. 281), who calls this new star a comet, and records the 
appearance of two comets —one in February and March, 749. and tho 
other in April 750 (I Vieeeler, p. 62). If thoso comets be accepted as 
the Star of the Messiah, to which the previous conjunction of the planets 
had attracted the attention of the Magi, Christ would appear to have 
been bom in 749 or 750. 

4. The date of the census, which I have noticed already, is another 
datum from which the time of Christ’s birth is reckoned. 

The sea.<on at which Christ was born is inferred from the fact that ho 
was six mouths younger than John, respecting the date of whose birth 
we have the help of knowing the time of the aununciatiou during his 
father’s ministrations in Jerusalem. 

btill, the whole subject is very uncertain. Ewald appears to fix the 
date of the birth as five years earlier than our era. Petavius and I'sucr 
fix it as on the 25th of December, five years before our era ; licngel, on 
the 25th December, four years before our era; Anger and Winer, four 
years before our era, in the spring; Scaliger, three years before our cm, 
in October; St. Jerome, three years before our era, on December 25th ; 
Eusebius, two years before our era, on January 6; and Ideler, seven 
years before our era, in December. 

1 Joseph’s two sons by his former wife. 

® See Lee Evangilce Apocryphee, par Gustave Brunet. Hofmann, Dae 

Leben Jem nock d. Apocryphen. 

z Eusebius, Bishop of Cssarea (a.d. 264-340) wrote a topographical 
account of places mentioned in Scripture. To this the name (Jnuvuuticon 
is given. 

y On the more dangerous pasturages, towers were erected, into the 
enclosures of which the herds might be driven on the approach of 
enemies, and in which the shepherds themselves might find safety. In 
Gen. xxxv. 21, there is a village mentioned near Bethlehem, named, 

“ The Tower of the Flock ” "I’ll? See also 2 Chron. xxvi. 10. 

m _ 

In Micah iv. 8, Migdal Eder is used for the city of Bethlehem itsell 
(Gesefiius), or for a tower on Mount Zion (Fiirst). 

■ The Greek is "watching the watches of the night.” The night 
watches were four in number, and ended at 9, 12, 3, and 6. 

■» There is no article before “ angel ” in the Greek. 

" The glory of the Lord.” The celestial splendour round' about 
God—the Sbechinah of the Rabbis. The expression is used of the 
heavenly splendour revealed to St. Stephen (Acts vii. 55), of the over¬ 
powering light that will surround Christ at His second coming (2 Thess. 
i. 9), of the radiant splendour of the New Jerusalem (Rev. xxi. 11, 23) 
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This latter verse may be fitly quoted in connection with the vision seen 
bv the shepherds—“And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the 
moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb 

is the light thereof.” 

«s ■jtoptI t$ Xav, “ to the whole people ” (of Israel). 

dd There is no article before “ babe ” in the Greek. 

ee The Vulgate reads evBodat, instead of etidoda, its version being 
“ hominibus bon® voluntatis.” Tischendorf, Meyer, Tregelles, Alford, 
and a number of others, support this reading, but Meyer candidly admits 
that weighty authorities are to be found for both readings. 

Meyer s translation is “ Preis [istj in Himmel Gotte, und auf Erden 
Heil unter Menschen, welche wohlgef alien,” which he paraphrases thus 
—“ God is praised in heaven, by the angels, on account of the birth of 
the Messiah; and peace, with all its joys, has begun its reign on earth, 
among men who enjoy the favour of God.” 

Griesbach, Bengel, Kuinoel, Oosterzee, Godet, McClellan, Webster, 
Wilkinson, Scrivener, support the received text. It is the reading in the 
MSS. Nc, B3, E, G, H, and others. The genitive is found in X*, A, B*, 
D, Ital. Vulg. 

But, not to lay stress upon the violation of rhythm by using the 
genitive, the sense seems also to require the nominative. “ Peace to 
men of good will on earth” is Dr. Farrar's rendering, and is thought by 
him to “best maintain the obvious poetic parallelism.” Whether it do 
so, the reader can judge. As to the sense, the introduction of the idea 
of the elect as those to whom only the message of the Saviour is pro¬ 
claimed by the angels is equally opposed to the declarations of God’s 
loving the world, and to the grandeur of Christ’s mission. I therefore 
retain the reading of the received text. 

Some of Bengel’s notes on this passage are very striking. Thus: 
ver. 9 : “ dyyeXos, angelus. In omni huiniliatione Christi, per decoram 
quandam protestationem cautum est glorife ejus divin®. Hoc loco, per 
prseconinm angeli: in circumcisioDe, per nomen Jesu: in purificatione, 
per testimonium Simeonis : in baptismo, per exceptionem Baptist®; in 
passione, modis longe plurimis.” Ver. 14: “ Gloria in excelsissimis Deo 
[sitj, et in terra pax [sit]; cur ? quoniam in hominibus beneplacitum 
[est]. iv v-^larois —in excelsissimis. Non dicunt: in ccelo ubi etiam 
angeli: sed, rara locutione, in excelsissimis, quo angeli non aspirant.” 

ff Curiously, the Talmud ranks shepherds among those whose callings 
were to be avoided. “ Let no one,” says it, “ make his son an ass- 
driver, a camel-driver, a barber, a sailor, a shepherd, or a shopkeeper— 
they are dishonest callings.” (Quoted by F. Delitzsch, in Jiidisches 
Handwerkerleben zur Zeit Jesu, p. 42.) 

es “It is common to find two sides of the one room where the native 
farmer resides with his cattle fitted up with these mangers, and the 
remainder elevated about two feet higher, for the accommodation of the 
family. The mangers are built of small stones and mortar, in the shape 
of a box, or rather of a kneading-trough, and, when cleaned up and 
whitewashed, as they often are in summer, they do very well to lay little 
babes in. Indeed, -»ur own children have slept in them, in our rude 
summer retreats on the mountains.”— Thomson's Land und the Book, 
p. 413. 
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CHAPTER X. 

* The Book of Jubilees is a Jewish book, evidently written before the 
destruction of tbc Temple. Ewald thinks it dates from about the birth 
of Christ; Dillmann and Frankel suppose it was written in the century 
before Christ; while Kruger maintains that it is as old as between 332 
and 320 b.c. It was composed in Hebrew, then translated into Creek, 
and from Greek into Ethiopio, in which language a copy was found by 
Dr. Krapff, some years since, in Abyssinia. Dillmann published a trans¬ 
lation of this version in Ewald's Jalubiicher, 1851-1853. It is a most 

important authority for Jewish opinions and customs in the time of our 
Lord. 

b Female children received their names when they were weaned. 

0 The subject of Hebrew names is interesting. The same feelings 
which obtain in all human hearts led to the names chosen, but the form 
of the names themselves, at different periods, marks the successive 
changes of the national history. After the Return, when Hebrew ceased 
to be a spoken language, and Aramaic had taken its place, names from 
the new dialect were naturally introduced—such as Martha, Tabitha, 
or Caiaphas. After Alexander the Great's time, Greek names came into 
fashion ; and Latin nameB, in the same way, followed the conquest by 
Pompey. Thus we have Alexander, Antipater or Antipas, Aquila, and 
Marcus, among many others. Old Hebrew names were also changed 
into the prevailing mode. Thus, Eleazar became Lazarus, and Amitthai 
Matthew. 

d The hour of morning prayer was 9 a.m., the third hour. 

6 Nicanor’s Gate was fifty cubits high. 

* Bab Taanith, fol. xviii. 2, quoted in Lightfoot’s Chorographical 
Century, p. 69. 

8 Jos., Bell. Jud., vi. 5. 3. It seems impossible to understand the 
description of Josephus exactly. He describes, apparently the same 
gate, differently, indifferent places. Lightfoot IChorog. Cent., pp. 66, 69; 
makes the Beautiful Gate that of the Court of the Women, on the east 
side, and so also does Delitzsch ( Uurch Krankheit , p. 108),—as here. 
Ewald ( Geschichte , vol. iv. p. 420) makes the Nicauor Gate the same us 
the Beautiful Gate, but this seems an error. 

h It would seem, however, from a note in Derenbourg ( Hhtoire de la 
Palentine, p. 467), that the sale of doves was a monopoly of the priests, 
or rather of the powerful family of HannaB (John xviii, 13), who sold 
them to retailers from bazaars kept by them on Mount Olivet. They 
had, it seems, so multiplied the cases in which doves were used in sacri¬ 
fice that a dove had come to be sold at a golden denarius = half a guinea. 

•— Aurum, Diet, of Antiq. 

* The Talmud, quoted by Pressel.— Herzog Beal Eney., vol. xii. p. 624. 
It is curious to notice the similarity of some rites in other religions, to 
this Mosaio one. In the East Indies the mother and child are unclean 
for ten days: the house must be purified with holy water; the mother 
by baths ; the other people in the house by careful washings.— Sonnerat , 
Travel h, vol. i. p. 71. Among Mahomedans there iB an interval of 
forty days required from birth, for purification of mother and child. A 
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Greek mother could not go to a temple till the fortieth day. Rites more 
or less similar have prevailed from the earliest antiquity in many other 
nations.— Meiner's Gesch. d. Rel., vol. ii. pp. 106 if. 

k Thus Onkelos supports it from Exod. xxiv. 5*— Targ. Hieros.. 
xlix. 3. Exod. xix. 22, where priests are spoken of before Aaron and 
his sous were set apart, seems also to favour it. So, also, Nam. xviii. 
22. It was, besides, the custom of all antiquity. 

1 A “ Shekel of the Sanctuary,’’ the coin required by the priests, was 
worth 2a\ Gd. of our money. — Gesenius, Heb. Lex.; Robinson, Greek Lex. 
New Test. Fiirst (Heb. H. W. B.), says the shekel was -worth two-thirds 
of a Prussian thaler, or 2s.; but this may refer to the common shekel, 
which was less pure. 

m On the Continent, the “ redemption money ” may be as much as 
seven or eight florins, but not more. It is generally, however, only 
about two. In Britain twelve s hill ings are reckoned equal to five shekels. 
A poor father gives much less. 

n According to Jewish jurisprudence, the Cohen can claim the firstborn 
as his own. 

0 For the details of the ceremony of redemption among the Jews of 
this dav r , see Mill's British Jews, p. 15 : Pressel, Erstgeburt, and Leyrer, 
Reinigungen, iu Herzog's Ency. 

p Nothing was more common with the Jews of Christ’s day than to 
swear by “ the Consolation of Israel.” Lightfoot gives many examples. 
—Horce Heb., vol. iii. p. 41. 

i “ Instigante spiritu.”— Grot. 

1 The MSS. B, D, L, N, and Vulgate have 6 marijp avrov “ his father,” 
and Griesbach and Tischendorf have adopted it, rightly. So Stier und 
Theile (Bib. Folyglot.), Meyer, McClellan, and others. 

8 Anna is 6aid to have been of the tribe of Asher, one of the ten tribes 
carried off to Assyria 720 years before. That her genealogy had been 
preserved shows that some at least of the ten tribes had joined Judah, 
and, also, that in spite of the confusion caused by Herod’b burning the 
legal registers of family descent formerly kept in the Temple, not a few 
could still trace their pedigree correctly, just as St. Paul traced his from 
the tribe of Benjamin. 

TLe Mischna furnishes many proofs of this, as, for example, where 
it names the different families who were required to supply wood for 
the Temple on special days.— Taanith, iv. 5. We find the members 
of the house of Arach, of the tribe of Judah of the house of David, of 
the tribe of Judah;—of the house of Jonadab the Rechabite;—of the 
house of Senaa, of the tribe of Benjamin,—and a number of others, 
mentioned. Those of uncertain descent supplied the wood on a special 
day known as the day of the “ common wood delivery.”— Jos., Bell. Jud , 
ii. 17. 6. In Nehemiah’s time only the members of the tribes of Judah, 
Benjamin, and Levi, are mentioned separately. The others are classed 
as ” the remnant of Israel ” (chap. xi.). Only these three tribes also 
are mentioned separately in the Misbna. 

4 Augustine has a sermon on Anna, which is a good specimen of the 
allegorizing system in too great vogue in the early Church. The seven 
years of her married life are a symbol of the Law, the eighty-four of he* 
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widowhood, of the Gospel. The law is only seven, while the Apostles, 
who represent the Gospel, are 12x7*84—that is, are of twelve timw 
more value. 

a St. Jerome's bones are said to have beon removed to Home. 


CHAPTER XI. 

* See Isaiah xlv. 7, whioh, while addressed to Cyrus, directly opposes 
this fundamental article of his faith. 

b Zech. iii. 1, 2 ff.; iv. 14. Also in names of angels, as in Daniel. 
Bee also Tobit passim. 

0 Jos., Bell. vi. 6. 4. T4 56 eirapaP avrovs ftiXiara trpbs rbv 

voXc/iop f)v yjrt}<rp^i ifupl(3oXos opoius iv rois Upos ebpopayos ypaupaaiy, 
us Kara rbv Kaipbv tKeivov 4x6 rrjs vis clutup &p£ei rrjs oiKovpevrjs. 

Iovto of fiiv us oineiop c£4Xaf3op, nai rroWol tup <ro<puv tT\avi)6r}<rar 
ire pi TTfv Kplaiv lbi)\ov $ tpa tijp (Jveairaaiavov t6 \6y iop ijyep.opiaP, 
diroSeix&^PTOs tvl ‘lovSalas airroKpdTopos' 

“ But what did most elevate them in undertaking this war was an 
ambiguous oracle that was also found in their sacred writings, how, 
about that time one from their country should become governor of the 
habitable earth. The Jews took this prediction to belong to tliemselves 
iu particular; and many of the wise men were thereby deceived in their 
determination. Now, this oracle certainly denoted the government of 
Vespasian who was appointed emperor in Judea." 

Pluribus persuasio inerat, antiquis sacerdotum literis contineri, eo ipso 
tempore fore ut valesceret oriens, profectique Judtea rerinn potirentur. 
Quae ambages Vespasianum ac Titum priedixerant; sed vulgus more 
Jiuuianee cupidinis sibi tantam futorum mngnitudincm interpretati, no 
adversis quidem ad vera mutabantur.— Tacit. Hist., v. 18. 

“ Many believed that it was written in the ancient books of the priests 
that the East would revive about that time, and that there would come 
from Judea those who should tniiu the empire. These prophecies referred 
to Vespasian and Titus ; but the common people, in the usual way with 
human nature, interpreted such a grand destiny in their own favour, 
and would not be persuaded of the truth even by their troubles. ” 

Percrebuerat oriente toto vetus et constaus opinio, esse iu fatis, ut eo 
tempore Judaea profecti rerum potirentur. Id de i ui per a tore Romano, 
quantum postea eventu paruit, predictum Judtei ad se trahentes re- 
bellarunt.— Sueton. Vesp., o. 4. 

“ An old and fixed belief was spread through the whole East, that at 
that time, some, springing from Judea, should obtain the empire. This, 
though foretold, as the event proved, of the Roman Emperor, the Jews 
applied to themselves, and consequently rebelled." 

Gieseler (Kircheng etch., I. i. 6. 51), and Schiirer ( Lehrbuch , p. 576), 
l»elieve that Tacitus and Suetonius only copied Josephus. Keim, on the 
other hand, in Herzog’s Real-Etic., vol. xvii. p. 164, Art. Vctpasianut, 
rejects such an idea. It certainly was quite unnecessary for them to 
transcribe an opinion which must have been universally known. 

d Prof Dr. Bastian's d. Rcchtverhdltniste bei vertchiedenen Vdlkem, p. 
242. Mr. Bariug-Gould, also, in his very interesting and learned book 
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On tbe 0: igin and Development oj Religious Belief, 2 vols. 8vo, throws 
great light on this subject. It is an injustice to the purchasers of such 
books that no index is provided. 

« A very curious and learned paper, by the Rev. A. H. Snyce. M.A., 
in the Transactions of the Society of Biblical Archaeology, vol. iii. pp. 
145-339, on the Astronomy and Astrology of the Babylonians, may be 
referred to on this subject. Each day of the year (of 360 days) was 
noted as lucky or the reverse. Like the Jews, they intercalated a month 
when necessary, to correct the length of the year. They had seven 
planets, the Moon, the Sun, Mercury, Venus, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, 
auvays given in this order. Twelve fixed stars in the western heavens, 
and twelve in the eastern, were thought to bring with them invasions, 
misfortune, rain, justice, peace, bad laws, pestileuces, blessing, strength, 
happiness, prodigies, plenty, obedience, floods, and so on. The con¬ 
junctions of the planets were also thought to have especial importance 
in affecting nature and human affairs.—See also Dollinger’s Gentile and 
Jew , vol. i. p. 423. 

1 In Persian mogh means priest. In Zend it is meh, mae, mao, and 
seems to be related to the Sanscrit mahat, mahd, in which lies the Greek 
root fie-y as, Latin magis, magnus .— Gesenius, s. v . JD. Fiirst says the 

word means “ a wise man.” 

e The Chaldeans, whose name became after a time synonymous with 
Magi, have been credited with a Hamitic origin, but Renan (Histoire des 
Langnes Semitiques, pp. 66, 67) gives very good reasons for believing the 
earlier Chaldeans as of Aryan extraction. See also Mommsen’s It'd mis che 
Geschichte, vol. i. p. 30. 

h Similar prodigies are recorded in Luc., i. 529; Senec. nat. quees., 
i. 1; Sera. ad Virg. Eel., ix. 47; Justin, xxxvih 2, etc. See list in 
Hofmann’s Leben Jesu, n. d. Apok., p. 129. Allusions to astrologers and 
their science, generally, abound. See e.g. Juv. Sat., vi. 553, 570 ; Pers. 
Sat., v. 45. 

1 There is a place called X3T3 i perhaps the birthplace of the false 

Messiah, from which, very possibly, the idea of Cochba rose.— Fiirst. 
Pressel, however, says that Bar-Cosiba was the name given him after his 
death—from 3T3 ‘‘to lie”—with the meaning “the Son of Lying.”— 

Herzog, vol. i. p. 789. 

There is a capital story from the Talmud, in Buxtorf, under the word 
3313 a star, which is worth giving in English :—“ ‘ I know the number 

of the 6tars,’ said a conceited astronomer to a Rabbi. ‘ Do you ? ’ said 
the Rabbi; ‘ then tell me the number Of teeth in your mouth.’ The 
astronomer put his finger into his mouth to count. ‘ Ha, ha 1 ’ cried 
the Rabbi, laughing, ‘ you don’t know what’s in your mouth, and yet 
. you know all that’s in heaven 1 ’ ” So went life, with its many colours, 
the same two thousand years ago, in the streets of Jerusalem, as round 
us to-day. 

k For curious details on astrological science, see Bell’s Chaucer , vol. 
i. p. 79, note. 

1 Wieseler (p. 59) quotes from the great Jewish Rabbi Abarbanel 
(fifteenth century), a passage as follows :—“ The most important changes 
in this sublunary world are portended by the conjunctions of Jupiter and 
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Saturn. Moses was bora in the third year after such a conjunction in 
the constellation Pisce *, which Is the constellation of Israel, and a similar 
conjunction will herald the advent of Messiah.” (The italics are my 
own.) 

The “ star ” has been thought by some to hare been a temporary 
phenomenon, and this is not impossible. Temporary stars have ap¬ 
peared from time to time in different parts of the heavens, blazing forth 
with extraordinary lustre; and after remaining awhile apparently im¬ 
movable, have died away, and left no trace. Such was the star which, 
suddenly appearing in the year 125 b.c. , is said to have attracted the 
attention of Hipparchus. Such, too, was the star which blazed forth a.d. 
389, remaining for three weeks as bright as Venus, and then disappearing 
entirely. In the years 945, 12G1, and 1572, brilliant stars appeared. 
In 1572, the appearance of the star was so sudden, that Tycho Brahe, a 
celebrated Danish astronomer, returning one evening (the 11th November) 
from his laboratory to his dwelling-house, was surprised to find a group 
of country people gazing at a star, which he was sure did not exist half 
an hour before. This was the star in question. It was then as bright 
as Sirius, and continued to increase till it surpassed Jupiter when 
brightest, and was visible at mid-day. It began to diminish in December 
of the same year, and in March 1574, had entirely disappeared. So, 
also, on the 10th of October, 1604, a star of this kind, and not less 
brilliant, burst forth, and continued visible till October, 1605. In 1670, 
a star of the third magnitude appeared in the head of the Swan, which, 
after becoming completely invisible, reappeared, and after fluctuating in 
its brightness for two years, at last died away entirely, and has not been 
seen since. On a careful re-examination of the heavens, moreover, it is 
found that many stars once visible are now missing — Ilerschcl's Astro¬ 
nomy, p. 383. Within the last few years a bright star appeared for a 
short time, and then, like those mentioned by Herschel, disappeared 
altogether. 

m Gen. xlix. 10. Sept. tA diroKcifMva avr$. Vulg. “ qui inittendus 
est.” 

» The Targums quoted are of a somewhat later date, but they doubt¬ 
less embody the views of Christ's time. 

0 The Sohar is a Middle-Age Jewish book, but its opinions, in a people 
so unchangeable, are no doubt those of early ages. 

See Gfrorer’s Jain hundert, vol. ii. p. 360. 

p That the Rabbis believed Christ to be descended from David seems 
clear from the fact that in the Talmud, Mary is called “ the daughter 
of Eli,” and Jesus, in Sanhediin, 43b, is said to have been ‘‘related to 

the royal house (of David).” 3'Tp. See Delitzsch, Jesus il 

Hillel, p. 13. 

a He is not so bad os the Rabbis, however. So sunk were these 
pedants in their mostly useless studies, that they do not even mention 
the name of the Maccabees—including that of Judas !— Dcrenhourg , 
Jhstoire de la Palestine , p. 58. Nor do they make any mention of the 
building of the Second Temple.— Just, vol. i. p. 323. In the sume way 
Josephus does not mention Hillel, the greatest of the Rabbis 

Josephus, though he does not expressly name tho incident at Beth¬ 
lehem, has two allusions to a massacre whioh Herod ordered shortly 



NOTES. 


545 


before his death, which very probably refer to it. He says : Herod “ did 
not spare those who seemed most dear to him ”—“he slew all those of 
his own family who sided with the Pharisees, and refused to take the 
oath of allegiance to the Emperor, because they looked forward to a 
change in the royal line." — Ant., xvii. 2, 4. 

r They arc brought forward by Caspari in his Chron. Geog. Einleitung , 

p. 28. 

a Jannaeus Alexander, a great persecutor of the party of the Pharisees. 
Reigned b.c. 105—78. 

1 Keim and others reject Caspari’s arguments and date, believing that 
they are irreconcilable with other events, before and after.— Keim , in 
Sclienkel’s Bibel Lexicon , Art. Herodes. 

u See respecting these traditions, Hofmann, d. Leben Jesu; Brunet, 
Les Evangiles Apocryphes; Winer, 11. W. B., Art. Stern d. Weisen; 
Herzog, Ency., vol. vi. p. 564, etc. Schleiermacher’s Sermons on this 
period are well worth notice. Predigten, vol. iv. pp. 802, 494. 


CHAPTER XII. 

B e0papx 7 ?s = ru l er of the people. Simon Maccabseus was elected 
ethnarch by the.people. It was a title somewhat below tetrach. He 
stamped Nasi = prince, on his coins,—the title assumed by the 

president of the Sanhedrim. John Hyrcanus, Simon’s son, was also 
styled ethnarch, and Pompey made Hyrcanus II. ethnarch, though at 
times he called himself king. Herod, like Aristobulus, son of John 
Hyrcanus, took, or rather got, the title of king. Archelaus had to 
content himself with that of ethnarch. There was an ethnarch of the 
Jews in Alexandria, and Aretas was ethnarch of Damascus. 

b The origin of the name Nazareth has been much disputed. The 
principal explanations offered have been that it comes:—1. From "VT3 

9 

( nazir) “consecrated,” or “devoted” to God. 2. From '.“1V3 ( notzeri) 
“my Saviour.” 3. From ( ndtzer ) a “sprout” or “shoot.” But 

the word should have been some form of if it had been intended 

« t • 

• f 

to have had a reference to the Messiah, as the “branch,” or “ sprout 
of David. These are to be rejected. The true etymology seems to be 
that derived from the characteristic of the locality, the high hill over 
looking Nazareth, and as it were guarding it. In this case it would 
come from “iyp (natzar) “ to look, to watch, to guard.” If from IYVI If} 

(netzurah) it would mean “ the watched or guarded one.” If from myj 

T a 

(notzerah), it would mean—“the watcher” or “guardian.” The im¬ 
portance of hills as outlooks, or defences, in ancient times, needs not 
be more than recalled to mind. Moreover, it was the custom to give 
towns their names from some leading feature of their site. Thus 

Sepphoris, on its hill, is “ the bird,” “lisy ( tsippdr ). Safed—high on 

the northern hills—is “the watch tower,” HQV ( zephath ). Magdala is 

“ the tower,” ( migdal ). Ram ah is the “ high place,” HCn, and 

is the name of several trwns on heights. Gibeon—“ the hill city”— 

36 
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JW33 Gibe on. —Lebanon, “ the white ”—from the whitish colour 

' . » 

of its rocks. —Gilboa, " the boiling fountain ”—from a fountain 

on the hills of the name. These are only a sample of a law common to 
all lands and ages. 

c Tobler (Nazareth in Palaestina, p. 4) describes it as tweuty minutes 
long by eight or ten broad. 

d Furrer, under date of April 8th, speaks of the hills as lonely ami 
barren.— Wanderungen durch Pains Lina , p. 267. 

• Mr. Tyrwhitt Drake, writing on the 20th March, from Mizprh, a 
little north of Jerusalem, says:—“ While I am writing, hail is falling, 
and dense fogs, accompanied by sharp showera, at iutervals, are hurried 
up by the violent equinoctial gale from the south-west, which threatens 
every moment to tear the frail cotton shelter from over my head, and 
hurl it into the neighbouring valley. Only a few days ago, the weather 
was like a fine June day in England. These fine days of early spring 
are rare, however, and we must often look for cold, pelting raius, mists, 
hail, and even snow—though the latter very rarely, and only ou the 
central ridge. A fine day at this time of the year shows the country in 
its best cloak. A little later in the season every blade of grass will be 
withered up ; the shrubs on the hills will be blackened and parched ; the 
plain will be covered with an impenetrable veil of white mist, known to 
the African traveller by the appropriate name of ‘ smokes.’ Above head, 
the sky will be that pitiless glare of changeless blue, never to be relieved 
by a single speck of cloud, till the welcome rains of autumn begin to 
cool the scorched soil and burning rocks. 

44 Such arc the changes of temperature to be found in this country, 
from Petra to Damascus. Ju6t two years ago I was snowed up, near the 
former place, at an elcvnliou of 4,500 feet, and three weeks later, iu 
Moab, being only 1,500 feet lower, I sighed for a lump of snow* to put 
in my tea, the thermometer standing at 105° Fahr. in the shade. At 
Damascus (2,340 feet, in the Salahiveh suburb), snow is rare, though 
sleet is not uncommon in winter. In summer, the thermometer ranges 
up to 100° Fahr. in the shade, and there is at times a difference of 
as much as 30 degrees between the dry and wet bulbs.”— Paiest. F.xplor. 
Fund Rep., October, 1872, p. 175. See, also, Furrer’s admirable Art. 
Witterung , in Schenkel’s tiibel Lexicon. 

f Josephus says that no 41 village” in Galilee had fewer than 15,000 
inhabitants; but this seems to be an exaggeration. Keim supposes the 
population of Nazareth in Christ's day to have been about 10,000.— Jesu 
ron Nazara, vol. i. p. 318. It has now about 3,000. 

* I have altered the received translation where it was desirablo to givo 
a more literal rendering of the Hebrew. 

11 Ewald thinks chapters xxx. and xxxi. of Proverbs date 44 from the 
last age before the exile.” Hitzig assigns them to 44 the last quarter of 
the seventh century B.c., which is about the beginning of the exile.” 
Delitzsch says, 44 the time immediately after Hezekiali ” (b.c. 72C-G981. 
Zockler thinks that Lemuel and Agur were shepherd princes of a Jewish 
colony, of the tribe of Simeon, whioh settled in the territories of the 
almost exterminated Amalekites, in the reign of Hezekiah (1 Chron. 
iv. 89-43). Kitzig, Delitzsch, and Bertheau, agree with him, that 
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peculiarities in the language of tlie two chapters prove this Israelitish- 
Arabian origin. Verse 10, begins with K, the first letter, and the thirty- 
first verse begins with fl, the last, the other letters oouiing between in 
their proper order. This form of poetical construction is found also in 
Jeremiah, and in the Psalms. 

1 It is to be remembered that Wordsworth was a staunch Protestant, 
with no thought, the most distant, of Mariolatry. 

k The history of Susanna was a Greek addition to the Book of Daniel. 
Herzog , vol. xv. p. 2G5. Riietschi assigns it to the century before Christ. 
Ewald (vol. iv. p. 636) classes it with the copious literature of the later 
Grecian age—that is, a little earlier than Riietschi’s date. 

diro j3pe<povs. It may be translated “ from the cradle.” 

m Probably the high priest of that name— a.d. 63-65.— Schiirer , p. 463. 
So, Keim , vol. i. p. 428. Isa. ii. 3. 

n This law dates from b.c. 80.— Ginsburg, Cyclo. Bib. Lit. , vol. i. p. 
728 . 


° Dr. Ginsburg quotes the saying of the Talmud, “ The world is pre¬ 
served by the breath of the children in the schools,” as evidence of the 
value attached to education, but Dukes explains it as referring to the 
innocence of young children.— Blumenlese , p. 104. 


p The Hazan, according to Buxtorf, led the prayers and the singing 
of the congregation, and conducted the discussion of some point of the 
Law which followed. He also presided over the reading of the Law, 
showing what part was to be read, and directed in other similar matters 
connected with public worship. Buxtorf calls him a deacon. Winer 
makes him no higher than a sexton. He was sometimes called the 
“Messenger of the Synagogue,” and was evidently the person to whom 
the necessary details of synagogue work generally were entrusted. In 
the Talmud, his position is beneath that of the scribe, and above that 
of the “ boor,” or Avi-ha-aretz. — Buxtorf, Lex. Heb. Chal. et Tal., pp. 
730, 731. Benan { Vie de Jesus , p. 18), calls the Hazan “ the Reader.” 
Delitzsch makes the Hazan of the prayer-liouse of Bethany a village 
baker (Durch Krankheit zur Genesung , p. 99); and in a recent law case 
in London, a “ Reader,” examined as a witness, proved to be also a 
butcher (1875). 

Am-ha-aretz, literally means “ countryman,” but was used for an 
illiterate clown—just as Bauer , “ a peasant,” has come to mean “ boor ; ” 
or paganus, “ a countryman,” what we understand by “ a pagan ”; while 
urbanu », “ a city man,” meant an educated person. Indeed, “ civilized,” 
“ civil,” “ civility,” and the related words, all refer to supposed cha¬ 
racteristics of a citizen, as contrasted with a countryman. 


? The words “ in spirit ” are not in the Sinaitic or Vatican MSS., and 
aie omitted by Mill, Lachmann, Griesbach, Tischendorf, and Meyer. 


1 The same word (x^pis) is used here and in verse 52. • 

8 TTpoeKoirrc. For a very striking sermon of Schleiermacher, on Jesus 
being the “ Son of God,” and possessing, from the first of His life, 
Divine power which qualified Him to be the Saviour of the world, see 
Trcdigtcn , vol. ii. p. 56. 
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CHAPTER XUL 

• This prayer, in later times, has been incorporated with the morning 
prayers of the synagogue service, as the Rabbis have taught that it is 
not proper to ntter it at once on awaking, becaase the bauds are not 
as yet washed.— Cohen, p. 200. 

b That is, who leaves the world as blameless as he enters it. AH then 
sentences are ancient Jewish proverbs. 

0 Seek the company of the learned and the good. 

d A warning against bad companions. 

• The least ground of suspicion should be avoided. 

( He worships himself. 

a The first trace of synagogues in Palestine is in Psalm lxxiv. 8, 
which is apparently of the Maccnbsean period. Josephus (Bell. Jud.) 
speaks of a synagogue in Antioch, under the Syro-Grecian kings. 

b The Rabbis based the duty of prayer on the text, “ And ye shall 
serve the Lord your God.” From this they deduced the obligation of 
praying three times a day. R. Ramban, however, a great Jewish com* 
mentator, thought he could show, from a number of quotations from the 
Talmud, that prayer was only a Rabbinical, not a Mosaic, law. — Cohen, 

p. 186. 

1 The Targums claim that synagogues existed even in the times of the 
Patriarchs.— Targ. Onk., Gen. xxv. 27. 

k Cohen, says, however, “It would appear from the Talmud, that 
there were many synagogues in Alexandria, but none in Jerusalem. As 
regards what is said in the Talmud of Jerusalem { Megilla , 3, 73), of 480 
schools in Jerusalem, it may fairly bo understood of schools, but not of 
synagogues, since there public worship could be held, nowhere but in the 
Temple.”— Cohen, p. 194. See Yitringa, de Vetere Synag., p. 28. But 
in that case, what shall we make of Acts vi. 9 ? 

1 Of seven synagogues of Galilee, of which Captain Wilson examined 
the ruins, the largest was 90 feet long, inside, ly 44 feet 8 inches broad. 
The smallest of them was 48 feet 6 inches by 36 feet 6 inches. Their 
shape was by no means always the same. One was 60 feet by 46 feet 
6 inches; another 57 feet 3 inches by 53 feet. The walls were from 2 
to 4 feet thick, and even, in one instance, 7 feet thick. The space 
between the columns or pillars, inside, varied from 9 feet 6 inches to 
6 feet 1 inch. The spaces in the roof stones for the rafters are 8£ inches 
deep by 2 feet broad.— Quarterly Statement, No. 2, p. 42. 

m They were the Morning Service or Morning Offering, the Mincha or 
Vespers, and the Evening Service or Evening Offering. The Rabbis 
said that these were invented by the Patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob; each having introduced one. 

n Often called “ rulers of the synagogue,” in the New Testament, e.g. 
Mark v. 22 ; Acts xiii. 15, etc. 

0 Antiquity seems to have paid more respect to the wisdom and ex* 
perience of age than later times, if we may judge from the names of their 
dignitaries. The Arab Sheikh, the Italian Signor, the French Seigneur. 
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the Spanish Sefior, all mean an old man. So also does the German 
Graf , a count, which is simply grata, krawo , grey-headed. 

■N 

p The Semicha, introduced by the Rabbis about b.c. 80.—Pressel, 
Itabbinismus , in Herzog , vol. xii. p. 474. The president and members of 
the Sanhedrim were ordained in the same way.—Leyrer, Synedrium , in 
Herzog , vol. xv. p. 318. See also the Art., Volk Gottes, Herzog , vol. xii. 
p. 318, and Schenkel’s Art. Handauflegung , in Bibel Lexicon. Priests 

had been thus consecrated from the first, Exod. xxxii. 29. 

\ 

s Luke iv. 20. Translated “ minister.” The word inryperys means 
prop, an under-rower (in a galley)—a common sailor—a “hand” as 
distinguished from oi vavrai —seamen, or ol eTrifiarai, mariners. Used 
for a constable—a beadle, Matt. v. 25; John vii. 32. Translated “ ser¬ 
vants,” Matt. xxvi. 58; xiv. 54, 65. 

r It is now used to cover the head of worshippers in the synagogue 
during prayer, but 1 Cor. xi. 4, would seem to imply that this was not 
done in the time of Christ. 

8 The fringes of the Tallith were a good illustration of the pedantry 
of Rabbinism. They were fastened to it as follows:—A hole was made 
about two inches from each of the corners, and through this were drawn 
four threads of white lamb’s wool, which were secured by a double knot. 
Seven of these threads were half a yard long, but were doubled so as to 
make them half that length, one of the threads being left longer than 
the rest. This was wound seven times rouud the other seven threads, 
and then a second double knot was made. It was then wound nine times 
more round the other threads, and another double knot made. It was 
next wound eleven times round them, and a fourth double knot made ; 
then thirteen times, after which a fifth double knot was made. The 
whole of the threads were now of an equal length. The space from the 
hole in the Tallith to the first double knot needed to be equal to that 
from this knot to the fifth, and from the fifth to the end of the thread it 
required to be three times the space between each of the remaining 
knots. A kind of pocket was further made in each corner of the Tallith, 
in which to keep the fringes, lest they should be defiled by touching the 
body.— Mill's British Jews, pp. 16, 18. 

4 Schiirer says, that they might also be white; but this is a later 
innovation of the Rabbis. They are now made of seven white threads 
and one blue. The inner Tallith only is now worn, to prevent the 
notice such an outward sign of Judaism would attract. 

® The fringes had to be kissed three times during a prayer, in which 
the word fringe” was repeated thrice. The prayer is, in fact, a repe¬ 
tition of Num. xv. 38, 39. 

x The Tephillin and the Zizith were introduced before the time of 
Alexander the Great.— Jost, vol. i. p. 95. 

y Besides the separate verses, the parts read were, 1 Chron. xvi. 10-37 ; 
Ps. c., except on Sabbaths and feasts, and, as said above, the last six 
Psalms. 

* It is impossible to know exactly the form of worship, in detail, in 
the tim9 of Christ. The prayers, however, are the same, for the most 
part, as they were then, and so are the lessons. Jost (vol. i. p. 174) 
ascribes both prayers and lessons, with slight developments and additions 
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sinco, to the time of tbe Great Synagogue. Schiirer (p. 499) oonfirms 
the substantial identity of the Sch’ma, at present in use, with that used 
in Christ’s day. Zuuz (pp. 367, 369, 371) says, that only the Benedic¬ 
tions have received additions to any extent since the Christian times. 


“ It consisted of Dent. vi. 4-9; xi. 13-21; Num. j.v. 37^41, Every 
child was taught the Sch’mn, as soon as it could speak. So that we thus 
know the first verses learned by our Saviour. 

bb The Sch’mone Esre J1T333 or the " Eighteen Bene¬ 

dictions.” 


cc The Great Synagogue rose about 350 years before Christ (iu n.c. 
348-342).— Hiizig. The 14th and 17th benedictions are of the later 
date. For their antiquity, see Cohen, p. 191. The Jews ascribe them 
to Ezra. Herzfeld (vol. ii. p. 133) thinks the first three uud the last 
three prayers of later origin. Comp. Jost, vol. i. p. 39; vol. ii. p. 262; 
Zunz, pp. 305, 367. Cohen thinks the 7th, 10th, 11th, 13th, 14tli, and 
16th, of later date than the destruction of the Temple (p. 216). 

dd Lightfoot, p; 281, “ Obmurmuravit totus coetus et dixit interpreti, 
Tace, et tacuit.” See also 1 Cor. xiv. 13; Matt. xiii. 54 ; Acts xviii. 6. 

ee On Sabbath and Feast days, only the first three and the last three 
portions of “The Prayer” were read; forms for the special day being 
introduced instead. Many short prayers of different kiuds were also 
early introduced, in addition. On feast days, etc., etc., special lessons.— 
Jost, vol. i. p. 177. 

u The word used, irhypov/xerov, implies a continuous growth in wisdom. 
It would have been veifhgpwpuivov if a finished and perfect act hod been 
meant. 


CHAPTER XIV. 

■ The names of the months of the Hebrew year wero :— 

1. Nisan . . “ the month of flowers,” corresponding nearly to April. 


2. Ijjar . . . “ tbe month of beauty,” ,, ,, May. 

3. Siwan . . “ the bright month,” „ „ June. 

4. Tamuz. „ », July. 

5. Ab . . . “ the fruit mouth,” „ „ Aug. 

6. Elul . . . “ the wine month,” „ „ Sept. 

7. Tisri ...” mouth of the floods,” ,, ,, Oct. 

8. Marclieswau “ ruiuy month,” „ „ Nov. 

9. Kislew . . “ cold mouth,” „ „ Dec. 

10. Tebot . . “ cold month,” „ „ Jan. 

11. Shebet. „ „ Feb. 

12. Adar ...” the returning sun,” „ „ Mar. 


13. Adar II. (introduced from time to time to correct the errors of the 

lunar year). 

The variations of the date of the new moon sometimes made Nisan 
equivalent to parts of our March and April, and so on, throughout. 

b Originally there were only eeven days, but the Rabbis added a day, 
as they did also in the case of other feasts, to guard ugainst a possible 
mistake in reckoning the new moon9. 
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e Passover, HD3, “a passing over, sparing, deliverance,” from I1D2 
“ to pass over, to spare.” 

d 7 rre 0 .ua, here means “ intellect, understanding.” The verse refers to 
the fact that Pie had grown vigorously in mind and body. St. Luke uses 
the phrase, “ His parents,” in verses PI and 43. oi yovels avrod, 

6 It was for being supposed to have taken Trophimus, an Ephesian, 
past the balustrade into this, that Paul was attacked by the mob—Acts 
xxi. 29. 

1 His words are—“The high priests found the number of sacrifices (at 
the Passover in question) was 250,500. Not fewer than ten nor more 
than twenty persons belong to every service, for it is not allowed that 
any one should feast by himself. Now, allowing only ten for each sacri¬ 
fice, this amounts to 2,565,000 persons, that were pure and clean.” He 
adds, that those of both sexes, who, for the time, were ceremonially 
unclean from sickness, etc., and the foreigners, were not counted in this 
vast aggregate. 

5 “ The inhabitants of Jerusalem did not let out their houses at a 
price to those that came to the feasts, but granted them their use gratis.” 
—Gloss on Talmud , quoted by Lightfoot, C 'horograph. Cent., p. 47. 

h One passage in the Talmud says, that gardens of roses were allowed 
in the city.— Lightfoot, p. 48. 

F 

* Eucrro s, a covered colonnade in gymnasia or schools of exercise, where 

athletes exercised in winter. It served also for a promenade. So called 

from its polished floor. In Roman villas a terrace with a colonnade was 

also called a xvstum. 

•/ 

k Fragments of description of Jerusalem by Aristeas in b.c, 250, in 
Appendix to Havercamp’s Josephus. 

1 See the opinions of various authorities given by Arnold, Art. Zion, 
in Herzog, vol. xviii. pp. 047 ff. See also ICiepert's New Map of Jeru¬ 
salem, Berlin, 1875. 


CHAPTER XV. 

• Heb. ni-1»P,il/tftzot/i. 

i 

b A clever authoress gives the following description of the mode of 
keeping the Passover at Jerusalem at the present day :—“ We were very 
anxious to see the Passover kept in Jerusalem, and by the kinduess of 
Mrs. Finn, we received an invitation to the house of one of the most 
respectable Jews for that evening—the night of our Good Friday. We 
went there between eight and nine o'clock, and found the whole family 
—including four generations—assembled in the principal room, which 
was well lighted with lamps and several wax candles; these they were 
obliged to ask the Mooslim kawasses, who came with ns, to replenish, 
when they burnt out later in the evening, as the Jews cannot kindle a 
light or do any kind of work during the feast. We were placed upon 
the divans at one 6ide of the room, the women of the family, with the 
servant and children, remaining together at the bottom of the room, 
only one of the women, the venerable mother of the master of the house, 
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being seated with the men and boys, who were all together in one comer, 
with a small table before them, covered with silk and velvet cloths, 
riohly embroidered with gold, some of which were heirlooms of antiquity. 
A little boy, one of the youngest members of the family, then asked, 
‘ What mean ye by this service?' (in accordance with Exod. xii. 2(3); upon 
which all the males stood up, rocking themselves without ceasing a 
moment, and recited very rapidly, in Hebrew, the story of the dcliveiauco 
of Israel from Egypt. Then a boy repented a very Jong legendary tale 
in Spanish, with a rapidity which was perfectly astouishiug. All had 
books before them, and continued rocking their bodies to and fro, while 
only one was speaking. This is an illustration of the text, * All my 
bones shall praise Thee.' After a long time the men sat down, when a long 
white cloth was placed upon their knees, and the old mother brought in 
a metal ewer and basin, and poured water upon the hands of each, which 
were wiped in the cloth while they continued readiug out aloud. Then 
the master laid a white cloth over one shoulder and removing the cover¬ 
ings from the table, he took one of the large cokes of Passover bread, till 
then concealed, and breaking it in half, tied it into the end of tho cloth 
and slung it over the shoulder of the youugest boy, who kept it for ten 
minutes, and then passed it on to the next, and so on-all continuing to 
recite from the books without stopping; after thi9 tho mother brought 
another basin, and the master took up a glass vessel containing a mix¬ 
ture of bitter herbs and vinegar, and some other ingredients, and, separ¬ 
ating ten portions from it with his finger, threw them into the basin — 
these represented the ten plagues of Egypt. There were plates of lettuco 
and other herbs, and the bonc9 of the roasted lamb, in dishes on tho 

table, besides the unleavened bread, and four cups of wine; three of 

these at certain parts of the ceremony were passed round, and pnrtaken 
of by each individual, including the women and baby; ono cup of wine 
remained untouched, which was said to be for the Prophet Elijah; and 
we were told that in most families, towards the end of the supper, tho 
door of the room is opened, and all stand up, while the Prophet is 
believed to enter and partake of the wine. Among rich Jews, this cup 
is frequently of gold, with jewels. Some other dishes were laid on 
another table, containing nuts and dried fruits, of which they afterwards 
partook; oxcept iu this, tho femAles entered into no part of tho cere- 
moDy. All were dressed in their best and gayest clothes, with jewels 
and dowers in their hair. Before the conclusion they wished each other 
the usual wish, that at the coming of the next Pussover, they might all 
be in Jerusalem, and the usual prayer was offered, that by that time the 
Messiah might come to redeem Israel."— Egyptian Sepulchres and Syrian 
Shrines , by Emily A. Beaufort. 

0 The description of the Passover is taken from Lightfoot, Dillmnnn 
in the Bibcl Lexicon , Crinsburg in Kitto’s Cyclo., Schiircr, Josephus, 
the Talmud, Herzog, etc., etc. 

d There were twenty-four conrscs of these representatives, as of the 
Priests and Levites, so that men from each course were required to be in 
attendance at the Temple for a wook twice a year. 

6 This description of the Temple and of Jerusalem is taken from 
Josephus, Caspari, Hausrath, Delitzsch, Cohen, Jost, Vaihingcr, Keim, 
Bunsen, and others. 

* rtrXijpunibs Iros i}8ij SutH/car or. 
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* ai>efr'}Tovv. Luke ii. 44. 

h Liglitfoot ( Hor . Heb ., vol. iii. pp. 46, 47) gives illustrations of this. 

1 Some suppose Hillel to have been present, but he appears to have 
been a man iu Herod's early youth eighty years before.— Kwald, vol. v. 
p. 407. Jost, vol. i. pp. 828, 265. Schiirer, pp. 36, 454. He is said to 
have died a.d. 10 or 11, aged 120. But Derenbourg thinks that he and 
Sliammai died about the same time as Herod, a.d. 2 or 4. There is, 
indeed, no certainty in these matters. 

k Meyer translates iv tois too TLarpos fiov —“ in my Father’s house." 
So also Kuinoel. De Wette prefers this, but thinks it does not ex¬ 
clude the sense "my Father’s affairs.” Oosterzee, prefers " affairs." 
Tischendorf translates the clause —" Knew ye not that 1 must be in 
my Father’s house ? " 

1 See a fine sermon of Schleiermacher, on this subject.— Prcdigtcn, 
vol. iv. p. 313. 

m See an admirable sermon by Schleiermacher on this verse.— Pre¬ 
dig ten, vol. iv. p. 206. 


CHAPTER XYI. 

B They were of the horns of a ram or he goat. 

b Even he stayed only a moment in the small, dark, damp chamber.— 
Jost, vol. i. p. 164. 

c Even the grape and olive harvests were over. 

d All Jews, everywhere, do so still, even in London. 

e The Jewish name is Khanuca —ilSjn—"Dedication." 

T ■- • 

* Matt. iv. 7, 10. Luke iv. 4, 8, 12. Matt. is. 13; xv. 4. Mark vii. 10. 
Matt. xxii. 36, 38 ; xviii. 16 ; xi. 10 ; xxiv. 15. Mark xiii. 14. Matt, 
xxvi. 54. Luke vii. 27. Matt. xi. 10. Luke xxii. 37. Matt. x. 35 ; xii. 
5 ; xiii. 14. 15 ; xv. 8, 9 ; xxi. 16. 42 ; xxvi. 31. John vi. 45 ; xiii. 18 ; 
xv. 25. Matt. xii. 40 ; xix. 4, 5. Mark x. 6. Matt. xxii. 32. Mark xii. 
26. Luke xx. 41. Matt, xxvii. 46. Mark xv. 34 ; ix. 49. John x. 34. 
See Canon Westcott’s Introduction to the Gospels, p. 380. 

e Jesus must have used the Hebrew text in disputing with the Rabbis, 
and Joseph and Mary, doubtless, understood, read, and taught Christ 
the Hebrew ; but could hardly have known the Greek translation of the 
Seventy. It was, moreover, even then little esteemed among the Jews. 
Paul shows the dislike of the Jews to Greek. Acts xxi. 40. 

h Comp. Matt. vi. 23, “ The light that is in thee; ” vi. 26, “ Are ye not 
much better than they?” xii. 12, "How much is a man better than a 
sheep ? ” ix. 4 ; xii. 25. Luke xiv. 7 ; xxi. 1. 


CHAPTER XVII. 

* Buxtorf explains the title Scribe (Sopher), thus—“ Elias ” (a Rabbi) 
writes:—"Tbe wise are meant by the name Sopherim (Scribes), who are 
called, more exactly, Rabbis, masters, and doctors, or Teachers of the 
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Law.”— Lex . Heb. Tal., etc., tinder the word *1DD. In the New Testa¬ 
ment, the Scribes are sometimes called “lawyers” (ro/uro<), Matt. xxii. 
35; Luke vii. 30; x. 25 *, or “ Teachers of the Law ” (poAu>5t5d<r*a\o«), 
Luke v. 17 ; Acts v. 34 ; 1 Tim. i. 7- In the Mishna the name “ Scribe ” 
is only used of the founders of the Oral Law, that is, of the Scribes 
(D'HBTD), from the time of Ezra to that of the Maccabees. Instead of 

Scribe, the title of “ the Learned ” (D'PDPI), the same word as Hakim— 

which is still that of the East for a learned man—is used. Buxtorf gives 
an extract from the Mishna, which may be added to what has been 
elsewhere said of the corruption of the Pharisees in the days of Christ: 
“ The weak good man, the clever knave, the religions woman, and the 
mesh-like rules of the Pharisees, bring old age on the world and destroy 
it.”—Page 799a. 

b Que chacun se persuade que ceux qui vivent sous Pobeissance 
“ doivent se laisser conduire et diriger, par la divine providence, qui sc 
sert de l’entremise de leurs sup£rieurs, comme s’ils etaient drs cadavres 
qui se laiesent remuer en tout sens et manier comme on veut: ou commo 
le baton que tieut uu vieillard, et qui lui sert A quelque fin qu'il veuiilc 
l’employer, et de quelque cdte qu’il veuille le touruer. Ou obeit, quant A 
l’ex6cution, lorsqu’on fait oe qui est ordonn£; quant A la volonte. lorsquo 
celui qui ob6it n’a pas d’autre volontA que cclle de cclui qni lui com- 
mande: quant A l’esprit, lorsqu’il pense comme lui, et qu'il croit que ce 
qu’on lui commande est command^ A propos,” etc.— Constitutions des 
Jisuites en France. . (Edition prepared by themselves in 1762.) Thus it 
is demanded of the Jesuit that he be towards his superiors like a corpse, 
which can be moved in any way desired ; or like a staff in the hands of 
an old man, which turns any way he wishes, aud serves any end he may 
fancy. He is even to think as his superior commands, and to believe 
that all he orders is right 1 This reminds one of the horrible extinction 
of manhood in the “ assassins,” as told by Von Hammer ( History of the 
Assassins, p. 135), where members of the order threw themselves over 
precipices, or stabbed themselves, at the command of their “ prior,” to 
show visitors how obedient they were! 

0 The taking of Jerusalem by Pompey, B.c. 63, was connected with the 
overthrow of the Syro-Greek kingdom, which, till then, had at intervals 
been paramount in Judea. 

d On this part of the subject see Jost , vol. i. pp. 199, 205. 

* Laws of Manu, quoted in Baring-Gould's Heathenism and Slosaism, 
p. 204. 

* This method of interpretation is called Gomatria (the science of 
figures). 

* Thus — 

J (N) 1 (R) 1 (O) ] (N). p (K) D (S) 1 (R). 

50 + 200 + 6 + 50 + 100 + 60^+ 200 - 666. 

Neron K4sar (Nero the Emperor) was apparently the name by which 
the Christians of Asia Bpoke of the monster. Thus the coins of Asia 
bore tho legend — NEPfl'N KAIZAP—the form of the mystic number. 
See Honan L’Antechrist, p. 416. Sohiirer, L. B. t p. 449. Gfrorer, vol. 
i. p. 245. Hansrath, Zeitgesch ., vol. i. p. 99. There are inscriptions at 
Palmyra in whioh Nero's name and dignity are written exactly as in the 



NOTES. 


555 


cipher in the Apocalypse .—De Vogue's Syrie Centrale , etc., 18G8, pp. 17, 
26. 

h Griitz has a learned and ingenious attempt to show that Jesus was 
indebted to the Pharisees for Christianity.— Griitz, Geschichte der Juden, 
vol. iii. chap. 11, p. 216. Geiger tries to support the same view, but with 

equal want of success. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 

a Josephus speaks of the lavish expenditure at these feasts, which 
reduced many to poverty.— Bell. Jud., ii. 1. 1. 

b Herod had ten wives :— 

1. Doris. Son, Antipater, beheaded by his father (b.c. 4 ?). 

2. Mariamne, grand-daughter of Hyrcanus. Sons, Alexander and 

Aristobulus, put to death by Herod b.c. 7. Daughters, Sa- 
lampsis and Kypros. Salampsis married Phasaelus, her first 
cousin, and had three sons and two daughters. 

3. Mariamne, daughter of the High Priest, Simon (b.c. 24). Son, 

Herod, first husband of Herodias. 

4. Malthace, the Samaritan. Sons, Archelaus and Antipas. Daugh¬ 

ter, Olympias. 

5. Cleopatra, of Jerusalem, Sons, Herod and Philip. 

6. Pallas. Son, Phasael. 

7. Phadra. Daughter, Roxana. 

8. Elpis. Daughter, Salome. 

9 and 10. A brother’s daughter, and a sister’s daughter. No 
children. 

Thus Herod had nine sons and five daughters. Yet the family, except 
a very few obscure descendants, died out within 100 years. Jos., Ant., 
xviii. 5. 3. 

Intermarriages were, doubtless, in part, the cause. 

1. Salampsis, daughter of 2, married her cousin Phasael, son of her 

uncle Phasael. 

2. Aristobulus, son of 2, married Berenice, daughter of Salome, sister 

of his father Herod. 

3. Herod Philip, son of 3, married Herodias, daughter of ALristobulus 

and Berenice. 

4. Antipas, son of 4, married the same Herodias. 

Philip, son of 5, married Salome, daughter of this Herodias. 

In the next generation— 

1. Herod, son of 2, married Mariamne, grand-daughter of Joseph, 

Herod’s brother. 

2. Agrippa, son of 2, married Kypros, grand-daughter of Phasael, 

Herod’s brother (see 2). 

In the third generation— 

Aristobulus, son of 1, married Salome, daughter of Herodias 
(see 5). 

Agrippa (2) is “Herod the King’’—Acts xii. 1. 
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He Lad children, who lived to maturity, and are named in the 
New Testament. 

Agrippa (King Agrippa).—Acts xxv. 13. 

Berenice, married Herod, King of Chalcis; then lived in the 
worst sense with her brother “ King Agrippa,” Acts xxv. 

13, 23, and was finally mistress to the Emperor Vespasian 
and his 6on Titus. 

Drusilla, married to Felix, after he had seduced her. Sim 
had a son by Felix, who, with his mother, perished in the 
eruption of Vesuvius, a.d. 79. 


• His character, a type of that of Roman governors as a rule, is given 
pithily by Velleius, Pat., ii. 117: “ Syriam divitem pauper ingressus 
pauperem reliquit,” which may be translated: “He had nothing when 
he came to rich Syria; Syria had nothing when he left it rich.” 

d Crassus fifty years before (b.c. 54) had plundered them of £1,250,000. 

6 “ A TropaTkon, or Roman Victoriatus, so called from the image of 
the Goddess of Victory on it —of the value of half a denarius, tho 
4 penny’ of the New Testament. Matt. xx. 2, 4, 7; ix. 10, 13.” Tho 
denarius may be taken as having been equal to about 8£rf.— Diet, oj 
Antiq., Art. Denarius. 


f The Roman procurators were lieutenant governors of divisions of 
Roman provinces, under the governors-geueral of each province. They 
were generally Roman knights, and were especially charged with the 
collection of the revenue of their governments, and with any legal 
matters connected with it. Occasionally, in smaller provinces, or in 
districts belonging to a larger province, they took the place of the 
governor-general, and in that case had, in part, the command of the 
troops, and were the judges even in criminal matters, but always in 
subordination to the governor-gen era! of the province. This was the 
position of the procurators in Judea and Samaria after the incorporation 
of these as one district with the province of Syria, on the banishment of 
Archelaus.— Winer, R. W. B., Art. Proeuratoren. 


* The system of the Roman exchequer, by which not only the indirect 
taxation, but the revenue from tho imperial domains, was raised by 
middlemen, secured the most excessive advantages to Roman capitalists, 
at the expense of the tax-payers. The direct imposts consisted either in 
fixed sums of money to be raised from the community—which precluded 
the intervention of the capitalists, or, as in Sicily and Sardinia, in a 
tithe of the produce of the soil, the collection of which, in each separate 
district, was farmed out, most frequently by the rich provincials, and 
often by the communities themselves, to keep away the dreaded middle¬ 
men. When the province of Asia came into Roman hands, the Senate 
had decreed that the former plan, in the main, should be introduced, 
but Caius Gracchus (b.c. 123) got this rejected by a popular vote, and 
net only loaded the province, which, till then, had had scarcely any 
taxation, with the most excessive indirect and direot imposts, especially 
the tithe of the soil, but caused these burdens to be farmed for the whole 
of it, and that in Rome ; a plan which not only shut out all participation 
in the profits by the provincials, but called into existence a colossal asso¬ 
ciation of capitalists, to purchase the tithes, the house tax, and the 
customs. 
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In addition to these imperial burdens, the local charges on the com¬ 
munity (in the provinces) must have been heavy. The costs of govern¬ 
ment, the maintenance of the public buildings, and all civil expenses 
generally, were borne by the municipal budgets, the Homans only under¬ 
taking to pay military expenses. But even of these a good part was 
thrown on the communities. They had to build and maintain the 
military roads outside Italy, and the fleets in all other seas but Italian. 
They had even to pay the expenses of the army, in great measure, for 
the cost of the levies made in each province was raised from the province 
itself, and it was even required to pay its troops when they were sent off 
to other provinces. 

Besides all this, the great chapter of wrongs is not to be forgotten, by 
which Roman officials and farmers of the taxes increased the burdens of 
the provinces in endless ways. Every gift accepted by a governor was, 
in effect, an extortion, and even the right to sell might be claimed by 
him. His official position, moreover, offered him abundant opportunity 
for doing injustice if he wished. The quartering of troops ; free quarters 
for officials, and for a swarm of adjutants of senatorial or knightly rank, 
of scribes, servants of the courts of law, heralds, physicians, and priests ; 
the right of state messengers to free conveyance; the accepting and the 
transport of all natural productions due as taxes, and, above all, forced 
sales and requisitions, gave all officials the opportunity of carrying back 
princely fortunes from the provinces, and the plunder became even more 
and more general, as it grew clearer that the State would not interfere 
with it, and that the tribunals were only dangerous to honourable men. 
— Mommsen's Romische Geschichte , vol. iii. pp. 113, 392. 

h Tacitus (Anna!., iv. 6) says this was the case in the year 17. Jesus 
would then be at least twenty-one years of age. 


CHAPTER XIX. 

■ It is often said, that the Zealots were the same party as ultimately 
became known in the last days of Judaism by the name of “ Sicarii ” or 
“dagger-men,” and were deservedly infamous. But Pressel, in the Art. 
Zelotes, in Herzog , shows that the Sicarii were mere hireling ruffians, 
who had already been in the pay of Gessius Elorus, the Roman pro¬ 
curator. 

b Quirinius was the imperial Legate in Syria, and the governor-general 
cf the province from a.d. 6—11. It is worth adding the following, from 
Ci cero, to what has been said elsewhere, of the rapacity and lawlessness 
of the highest Roman functionaries in the East. 

“ Gabinius (Proconsul or Governor-General of Syria, b.c. 67-55) ex¬ 
torted, daily, an incalculable weight of gold from the well-stocked and 
rich treasures of Syria, and made war on the peaceful, that he might 
cast their ancient and hitherto untouched riches into the bottomless 
gulf of his own lusts .”—Pro Cestio, c. 43. 

“ In Syria his one employment was to make corrupt agreements with 
tyrants, interested decisions, robberies, pillagiDgs, and massacres.”— De 
Provinciis Comularibus, c. 4. 

For notice of Gabinius, see page 276. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

* A read, an anchor, a ship, or a representation of the rock from which 
the hot spring Oowed, were the varying symbols of the city on its coins. 

b The estimates of the size of Galilee vary. Keim puts it at 2,000 
square miles, which is preposterously high. Mr. Phillott calculates it at 
930 square miles. I have followed Henke's map. The boundary line 
of the province, which is minutely stated by Josephus, has not as yet 
been traced, owing to the disappearance of Borne of the towns named by 
him. 

The nearest way from Galilee to Jerusalem by Samaria, was three 
days’ journey. — Jos. Vita , p. 62. Scythopolis, at the south end of 
Galilee, was COO stadia (seventy-five miles) from Jerusalem. Tiberias 
Aud Nazareth were each fifteen miles from Scythopolis. Capernaum 
was between five and eight miles from Tiberias. Tiberias was about 
ninety miles from Jerusalem. 


CHAPTER XXI. 

* DM3H (Isa. viii. 23 Heb.), from ^3, " to turn in a circle.” Lit. 

—“The circle, or region of the nations.” In Isaiah—Galilee of the 
nations ( i.e . heathen). 

b “ City of the Scythians,” apparently thus called from the settlement 
in the ancient Bethshean of some of the Scythians, who invaded Pales¬ 
tine od their way to Egypt, shortly before the taking of Jerusalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar.— Rawlimon's Herodotus , vol. i. p. 246. 

0 Sepphoris kept up a busy intercourse with Ptolemais, and in the last 
war sided, from the first, with the Romans, against the Jews.— Jos. 
Vita, 65. 

d The narrow spirit of the Rabbis is well shown in their way of speak¬ 
ing of Perea. “ The Land of Israel,” they say, “ is holier than all lands, 
because the holy sheaves, the first-fruits and the shewbread are takeu 
from it. Canaan is holier than the land on the other side of the Jordan, 
for Canaan is chosen as the dwelling of the Shechina, but Perea is not 
so.”— titmidbar, r. 7, p 188, quoted by Sepp, Leben Jesu, vol. ii. p. 19. 
Perea means the land on the other side, ij vtpala (x^pv) —Sans. Paras, 
“ tho farther bank ” (of a river). 


CHAPTER XXII. 

■ Josephus informs us that Pompey used battering rams in his s!cgc 
of the Temple. 

b Pompey insisted on entering the Holy of Holies with his officers.— 
Dell. Jud., i. 7. 6. Ant., xiv. 4. 4. Tacit. Hist., v. 9. Livii Epit., c. ii. 

« Slaves were regularly branded. Cioero uses the word Stigmatias of 
the mark of the owner branded on a slave.— Cic. Off., ii. 7, 25. 
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a Pompey was murdered ignominiously by an Egyptian centurion, who 
stabbed him in the back as be was landing. His head was then cut off, 
and his naked body left unburied on the sand. His freedman, Philip, 
alone remained by it, and gathered enough drift wood on the shore to 
make a funeral p} r re and burn it, according to the'Roman custom.—■ 
Plutarch, Pompey, iv. 150. 

6 Befereuees to the Messiah, supposed to belong to the Maccabnean 
times, are found by Hilgenfeld in Ps. lxxxiv. 9 ; lxxxix. 39 ; but the dato 
of these Psalms is too much disputed to argue from any expressions they 

contain. 

1 Psalm cv. 15, is in the Hebrew, Touch not my Messiahs (Christs, 

or Anointed ones) —so 1 Chron. xvi. 22. 

The Jewish kings, also, are constantly spoken of as God’s “ Messiahs.” 
The name is, “the anointed of Jehovah;” or, in the Greek version, 
“ The Christ of the Lord.” 6 xp i<jt ^ s Kv^fov—1 Sam. ii. 10, 35 ; xii. 
3, 5 ; xvi. 6 ; xxiv. 7, 11; xxvi. 9, 11, 23. 2 Sam. i. 14, 16 ; xix. 22 ; 

xxiii. 1. Ps. xviii. 51; xx. 7 ; xxviii. 8. In Isaiah xlv. 1, the name is 
used of Cyrus, King of Persia. 

s They based its application to him on passages like Ps. ii. 2; Dan. 
x. 26. Buxtorf (s. v. ITIt^Jp) gives a list of seventy-one passages of the 

Old Testament, which are made to allude to the Messiah by the Jewish 
Commentators. I copy a few as a specimen of Rabbinical interpretation. 
Gen. xxxv. 21—“ And spread his tent beyond the tower of Edar,” 
(Migdal-Eder, the tower of the Shepherds, that is, Bethlehem, see p. 
116). “ This is the place,” says the Targum of Jonathan, a contem¬ 

porary of Christ, “ from which the King Messias shall be revealed in the 
end of days.” Gen. iii. 15 and xlix. 10, are also applied to the Messiah. 
On Exod. xii. 42, the Jerus. Targum says, “ Moses came out of Egypt; 
the Messiah will come out of Rome.” —The Rabbis, in fact, believed that 
there would he two Messiahs, for only thus could they explain the oppo¬ 
site allusions of suffering and triumph as marking the Messiah, which 
occur in the Old Testament. One Messiah was to be the son of Joseph, 
or Ephraim, and was to fight for Israel, and ultimately to die. To him 
they referred all the passages in which the humiliation of the Messiah is 
spoken of. The other was to be the son of David, who would reign for 
ever. Buxtorf quotes many passages showing this. 

h The approximate age of the principal Apocryphal Books may be set 
down as follows;— 

Wisdom of Sirach. Alexandrian, about b.c. 132. Fritzsche. 
Baruch. About b.c. 150. Ginsburg. 

Wisdom of Solomon. Of Alexandrian origin, b.c. 145-116. 
Fritzsche. 

Judith. Hilgenfeld, b.c. 147-145. Ewald n . b.c. 130. Movers, 
b.c. 105. 

Esther, Supplement to Judith. Traditions dating back to the 
Captivity. Ginsburg. 

The Book of Enoch. About b.c. 110. Hilgenfeld, Dillmann. 

The Book of Jubilees. From b.c. 110 to b.c. 64, and partly even 
during the reign of Herod. Kostlin. 

The Jewish Sibylline Books. About b.c. 140. Hilgenfeld. 

First Book of Esdras. At least, b.c. 100. Ginsburg. 
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Tobit. End of Persian Period, about b.o. 350. EwalJ, Fritzache. 

Translated into Greek about b.c. 100. ,, ,, 

1 Maccabees. About b.c. 90. Fritzsclie. 

The Psalms of Solomon. About b.c. 40. Hilgenfeld. 

2nd Esdras. b.c. 50.—Ginsburg. b.c. 28-25.—Hilgenfeld. 

The Song of the Three Holy Children. The History of Susanna, 
Bel and the Dragon, aud the Prayer of Manasscs are of un¬ 
certain age, but date b.c. 

The Assumption of MoBes. About a.d. 40. Hilgenfeld. 

2 Maccabees. Before tho destruction of Jerusalem in a.d. 70. 
Fritzsche. 

1 The chapters from which some of these quotations are taken, may 

be later than earlier portions of the book, but this would not affect the 
generation of Christ’s day. 

k The friends of the Asmonean princes. The “ pious ” or “ Zealots ” 
supported the Maccabees while they fought for religion, but when they 
set up an earthly monarchy, with themselves at its head, instead of the 
theocracy, they turned against them. 

1 The usurpation of the title of king by Aristobulus I. and the follow¬ 
ing Maccabsan kings.— Lang<n, Das Judenthum in Palaestina, p. 08. 
Hilgenfeld, Messias Judceorum, p. 31. 

m The warlike kings, Jannffius, Alexander, and Aristobulus II. 

n Antipater, the Edomite, father of Herod. 

° Aristobulus II. was poisoned, by Pompey’s orders, B.c. 48; and his 
son, Alexander, was put to death the same year.— Bell. Jud., i. 9. 1, 2. 
Ant., xiv. 7. 4. 

p Pompey, b.c. GC, after him Gabinius, b.o. 57, and after him, Crassus, 
b.c. 52. 

« Pompey sent off great numbers of Jews as captives (slaves) to the 
western parts of the empire, including Home. 

r King Aristobulus, his son Antigonus, his two daughters, and his 
son-in-law Absalom, adorned the triumph of Pompey, b.c. 01. Ant., 
xiv. 4. 5. Aristobulus and Antigonus were again taken prisoners by 
Gabinius, b.c. 56, aud again sent to Borne. Bell. Jud., i. 7. G. Ant., 
xiv. 6. 1. 

■ Part of the army of Hyrcanus was incorporated with tho Boman 
army. Gabinius took 3,000 Jews for soldiers.— Bell. Jud., i. 8. 3. Ant., 
xiv. 5. 2. Cassius, when he took Tarichcea, on the Sea of Galilee, sold 
30,000 Jews as Blaves.— Bell. Jud., i. 8. 9. Ant., xiv. 7. 3. 

* xpurrAt Kupios. See Luke ii. 11. Comp. Isaiah xiv. 1; rii xp ,< tt V f JLOV 
Kvpy —to my Christ, Cyrus. Christ being lit. " anointed one.” 

Comp, also, 4 Esdras vii. 28 ; 6 vlis p.ov 6 xptorfo, “ My son, the Christ.” 
xii. 32. 

a I have given the Greek of these Psalms as literally as possible, with¬ 
out sacrificing the sense. 

1 Dillmann and Frankel believe the Book of Jubilees to have been 
written in the century before Christ. Ewald thinks it was written about 
the time of the birth of Christ. 
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y Given in the Talmud, from the report of Abba Saul Ben Batuit, who 
was in Jerusalem in the time of Agrippa I., or shortly after, and heard 
it from the lips of Abba Joseph, a citizen of Jerusalem. Agrippa reigned 
a.d. 37 — i4, that is, almost immediately after the crucifixion.— Geiger , 
Urschrijt , p. 118. 

B Sons of Eli, is a name given to the priests on account of their 
wickedness.—1 Sam. ii. 22 fiF. 

“ The worthless son of Eli. 

bb Three hundred is a Rabbinical expression for an indefinite numbor. 
It is not, however, said for what time this supply was intended. 


CHAPTER XXIH. 

• The question, whether the Virgin Mary had other children than 
Jesus, has been the subject of much controversy. As early as the second 
century, it was suggested, from a desire to maintain the dignity of 
Christ s birth and the perpetual virginity of Mary, that the “ brethren 
and sisters ” mentioned in the Gospels were either the children of Joseph 
from an earlier marriage, or the family of Mary’s elder sister, and thus, 
only cousins of our Lord. Hegesippus (about 160), Clement of Alex¬ 
andria ( 200 ), Jerome and Augustine (400), advocated the opinion that 
they were cousins, while Origeu (230) and many after him, in both the 
East and West, maintained the view that they were Joseph’s children by 
an earlier marriage. 

The idea that they were half-brothers of Jesus is thought to be justified 
by their hostility to Him, but this is a very weak argument. In support 
of the opinion that they were cousins, it is urged that the same names 
occur in other connections. Thus there are a James and a Joses, sons 
of another Mary, the supposed sister of the Virgin, and of her husband 
Clopas or AJphjeus, the reputed brother of Joseph. Further, this James, 
the son of Alphaeus, it is said, appears in the number of the Apostles, 
and with him a Jude. It is held that Joseph, after the early death of 
his brother Clopas, took the widow and the children into his own house, 
and thus the latter came to be so identified with Joseph’s household 
that, though cousins, they were always regarded as brothers. 

In answer to this, it is replied, that the second Mary is indeed said to 
have been the mother of a James and Joses, but never of a Simon or 
Jude. Moreover, it is held that the true reading of John xix. 25 should 
be, “ There stood by the cross of Jesus, His mother, and His mother’s 
sister Maria, the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.” This is the 
reading of Tischendorf, Davidson, Keim, Hausrath, and others, and it 
makes four women, not three, present at the crucifixion. The relation 
of Clopas to Joseph, moreover, rests on the doubtful testimony of Hege- 
eippus, in the second century. Further, there is no allusion whatever in 
the Gospels to a former marriage of Joseph, and no hint of the child¬ 
lessness of Mary after the birth of Jesus. They rather assume that she 
had a family, since Jesus is twice spoken of as her “ first-born ” (Luke ii. 
7; Matt. i. 28). Then, in the history of Jesus Himself, He is represented 
without any limitation, as the brother of those mentioned. The names of 
His brothers, and the fact of His having sisters, are given by His fellow- 
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townsmen of Nazareth, without a hint at their being only cousins, or 
half-blood to Him. In other places where “ brethren ” are mentioned, 
at times in connection with Mary herself (Matt. xii. 46). the current use 
of the word precludes the idea of any other than the full relationship. 
The substitution of cousins for brothers throughout, is, iudeed, wholly 
arbitrary and contrary to the usage of the language. 

b There is, however, a difference in the original. Mary, the mother of 
our Lord, is called Ma/ud/t—(Mariam); her sister, Mapla — (Maria), tee 
Schmidii Concord. 

0 The name is, correctly, not Cleophas, but Clopas (KXuvaf). See 
John xix. 25. Alpheus, or Alpheus (’AA^aios), and Clopas are different 

ways of pronouncing in Greek the Hebrew name 'PpH (Chal'phai). 

Matthew and Mark give it without the aspirate 'AXtpaios, as the Sept, 
writes 'Ayyalor, for (Haggai), Hag. i.,while John exchanges then for 

the Greek K as tpaaitc (Pha6ek) is used in the Sept. (2 Chron. xxx. 1) for 
npg (Pesach). This is Bobinson’s view, but Mangold (Bibel Lexicon , 

Art. Judas ) denies the identity of the two persons, maintaining that the 
Hebrew name, at the most, could only be Chlopasin Greek, yet Hausratli 
supports Robinson.— Bibel Lex., Art. AlpUaus. 

d This is Keim’s view. Hausrath, Delitzsch, and Schenkel, think 
James the Just was the son of Clophas-Alpheeus. 

• The child was the son of Virgil's patron, C. Asinius Pollio, and was 
the youthful companion of Herod's ill-fated sons, Alexander and Aristo- 
bulus. 

1 It was said to have bellows of elephant hide, and pipes producing a 
hundred tones. 


s The word righteous receives an illustration of its meaning among 
the Jews, from the name by which the Zealots of the Law were known, 
from the time of John Hyrcanus. pn¥ (Tsaddouk) or (Tsad- 

douki)—Sadducees—was the name given to the party who prided them¬ 
selves on strict legality. It came from p'ly (Tsaddik), “just, righteous,'* 

applied both to God and men.—Isa. xlv. 21; Prov. xxix. 7. Yet, 
besides legal exactness, it, in other cases, implied moral worth. 


h In Luke i. 15, it is said that John will drink, neither wine nor strong 
drink (olxo* teal obetpa). Jbtecpa (sikera), Heb. Sikera Hebrseo A.r- 


mone omnis potio, quas inebriare potest, sive ilia, qu® frumento con- 
ficitur sive pomorum succo, aut cum favi decoquuntur in dulcem et 
barbaram potionem, aut palmarum fructus exprimuntur in liquorem, 
ooctisque frugibus aqua pinguior coloratur.— Hieion. Ep. ad Xepotian , 
vol. i. p. 266, ed. Ver. (Sikera in Hebrew is every kind of drink which 
can intoxioate, whether that which is made from grain, or from the juice 
of fruit, or from honey prepared as a sweet and rude beverage, or 


from the juice pressed from the fruit of the palm, and thickened and 
coloured by fruit syrup.) It tlm6 included all fermented liquors, whether 
prepared from grain, fruit, dates, honey, or the like. Pliny sayB, that 
Palestine was especially notod for palm wine.— N. H., xiv. It). 


1 Authorities for this description of the Nazarite vow:—Dillmann, Art. 
Nastiraer, Bibel Lexicon. Oehler, Art. Nasiraer, Herzog’s Heal Eticy. 
Ewald, AUerthUmer, pp. 116-118. Derenbourg, Hittoire de la Palestiue. 
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passim. Jost, Judenthum, passim. Arts. Nasiraer, We in, etc., iu Winer's 
lieul Worterbuch. 

k Lipsius (Art. Essaer, Bibel Lexicon) gives as the origin of the name, 
the Aram, has a and hasdn, “ to be pious,” and thinks it meant “ the 
pious”; also the apparently related name Hasidim,The pious—of the 
Maccabtean time. Dereubourg thinks an attempt at settling the point, 
hopeless. 

1 There was a gate of the Essenes at Jerusalem. 

“ Philo quod omn. pr. lib., 876.— Bell. Jud., vi. 8. 9 ; ii. 8 . 6. 

n The Tigris, T’jTT.H means, “ the swift stream.” The Zend, Teger, 

_ « • 

Pehlv, Tegera, from which our Tigris has coine, itself, means “ The 
Swift.” Tigris, in Median, means “ an arrow,” 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

• In the Talmud a certain Nathan Dezu Zilha is mentioned, who wore 
a dress of camels’ hair as a penitent, that the suffering it caused might 
be accepted for lys pardon.— B. Shabbath, f. 56. 2. 

The sackcloth of Jewish mourners and penitents, and the hair-cloth 
shirt of later ages, had the same idea of penitential self-infliction. “ The 
hair of the camel, especially the coarser woollen tufts, about the hump 
and back, is in some places torn off, but more generally, as I have ob¬ 
served, closely shorn once a year, and used for weaving into a close thick 
fabric by the Arab women. It is of this material that the ‘ black tents 
of Kedar’ are generally constructed, as it is much thicker and stouter 
than woollen stuff. It is very harsh and rough to the touch, and thus 
his dress was in accordance with the austerity of the rest of the Baptist’s 
mode of life.”— Tristram's Nat. Hist, of the Bible, p. 66. 

b It is a touching illustration of the vitality of popular beliefs that the 
remnant of the Samaritans surviving at Nablus—the last of the race— 
still cling to the fond Messianic dreams of the days of Christ. They 
call the Messiah 3nn (taeb), “ He who restores the penitent;” that is, 

who leads men back to God. He will appear in the 6,000th year after the 
creation of the world, which is close at hand. Hence, He is already on 
earth, but without knowing His dignity. In the year 1853, when the 
whole community numbered only 122 souls, they expected a great poli¬ 
tical revolution, and, in consequence of this, the kings of the earth were, 
in 1863, to cause the wisest of all nations to assemble at an appointed 
place, to search out the true faith, by mutual consultation. One would 
be sent thither from the Israelites—that is, from the Samaritans, also, 
and this one would be the Messiah. He would gain the victory in this 
friendly discussion, lead the assembly to Mount Gerizim, where they 
would find, under the twelve stones* on the hill-top, the ten command¬ 
ments, or the whole Law, and under the stone of Bethel,f which is also, 
a3 they think, on Gerizim, the sacred vessels of the Temple, and the pot 

• The twelve stones taken by Joshua from the Jordan.—Joshua iv. 3. 

t The 6tone which Jacob uBed for a pillow. Another legend sayB, that the stone 
U that in the Coronation Chair, in Westminster Abbey. 


564 


NOTES. 


of manna, bo long bidden. All would then believe in the Law, and in 
the Messiah as their king, and acknowledge Him as ruler of the whole 
earth. He will convert all men and make them equal, and will live 111 ) 
years on earth, bnt will then die and be buried on Gerizinv, for his se¬ 
pulchre can be nowhere but on the top of thiB pure, holy hill, which is 
fifteen cubits higher than Ebal, the next highest mountain on earth. 
Gerizim was the Ararat of Genesis, which was not overllowed by the 
food, and, therefore, has never been defiled by a dead body. After this, 
the earth will last some hundreds of years longer, till the seventh thou¬ 
sand year be complete, and then will come the last judgment.— Peter- 
m ami, Art. Samaria, in Herzog, vol. xiii. p. 373. 


CHAPTER XXV. 

• |TVn *133—Kikkar-hayardan — 77 nt^ix^poi too ’lopSarov (Matt. iii. 

6 ) is properly the valley, on both sides of the Jordan, from Tiberias to 
the Dead Sea. The tract near Jericho is so large in proportion to all the 
rest, that it often takes the name. The expression points, however, to 
John’s ministry beiug carried on on both sides of the river. 

b Lord Nugent’s description of the Jordan is Btrikfng. “ The whole 
expanse of the great flat (the Jordan plain beside Jericho), uncultivated 
and dreary as it is, is everywhere broken into patches of green and flow¬ 
ering shrubs—the tamarisk, dwarf oak, myrtle, oleander, wild bramble- 
rose, etc. At the eud of some 6 even miles from the site of Jericho are 
the thickets of Jordan, Buch as line it, I believe, along the whole of its 
course hither from the Sea of Galilee. Jackals and gazelles arc the only 
wild animals now inhabiting these coverts, save a few wolves, which are 
rarely seen but when forced out upon the plain by the swelling of the 
waters from the mountain torrents, after the autumnal rains. The 
stream, when we saw it, at the beginning of March, ran strong, and at 
only a few feet below the level of its steep banks ; the water, of a deep 
yellow hue (from the limestone), but not unpleasant to the tasto. Its 
general breadth is of between fifty and sixty yards; perhaps a littlo 
wider: and in most parts it is too deep, within a few feet out (when thus 
high), to allow any one but swimmers to trust themselves out of arm's 
reach of the brink, and of its drooping branches and tall reeds. The 
pilgrims who come thither in crowds at Easter bathe in this way. Some 
of us tried to make way against the current, but were carried several 
yards down before reaching even the full strength of it. The windings 
of the river are of great beauty.”—Vol. ii. p. 100 . 

John's Baptism must have begun in summer, or at least not in the 
winter months or in the early spring. The waters are then so cold, as 
they flow from the snows of Lebanon, that even Aiabs will not bathe. 
See authorities quoted by Sepp, Das Heilige Land , vol. i. p. 778, etc. 
Nor would it have been fitting, then, as Sepp remarks, to have spoken of 
giving away an extra coat, though the self-denial of doing so in winter 
would, of course, be so much the greater. Even at Easter, no one bnt a 
foreigner thinks of bathing, and pilgrims are carried away every year by 
the rush of the yellow waters. The air and soil are, however, much 
warmer than the river, as may be judged from the faot that intertropical 
plants like indigo, cotton, and the sugar cane, flourish in the Ghor. 
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c Haircloth (pb, sak) was the garment of ascetics and prophets. 

Isaiah wore it (xx. 2), and Zechariah speaks of it as the usual dress of 
prophets (xiii. 4). 

d Mera voew, “ to perceive afterwards,” “ to have another view.” 
Hence, to change one’s mind, or purpose.— Xm. Cyr. i. 1. 3. 

6 This is clear from the presence of publicans and soldiers, and from 
the characteristics of all such great excitements. 

f The Semicha, or laying on of hands, was introduced by the Rabbis, 
about B.c. SO. 

8 “John the Baptist,” Irving's Works , vol. ii. pp. 21, 41. Irving’s 
Lectures on the Baptist are, perhaps, unequalled in the language as 
specimens of pulpit eloquence. 

h The threshing-floors were arranged all round the town. The most 
common mode of threshing is with a heavy wooden slab, into the under 
side of which pieces of stone are often introduced, to serve as teeth. The 
slab is drawn round and round the threshing-floor, by oxen or horses, over 
the grain and straw, the driver standing on it to press it down, till the 
grain is shelled out, and the very straw cut into chaff. The farmer then 
comes with a broad shovel, and throws up the whole into the air, against 
the wind, so that the chaff is carried away, while the grain ultimately 
remains, clean, behind .—Land and Book, p. 538. Furrer's Wanderungen , 

p. 249. 

i Two words for repentance are used by John— Merapoiw, as above, 
“ to perceive afterwards,” to have an after view—hence, “ to change one’s 
mind;” and Mera/teXo/tat, “to change or transfer one’s care;” hence, 
“ to change one’s mind or purpose.” 

k fllN (Adon). The word “Messenger,” (Malach), one sent— 

an angel or a prophet—is the same in both places in the verses. It is 
used in chap. ii. 7 of a priest, as the messenger and teacher sent by God, 
and in Isaiah xlii. 19 of Israel, as the Messenger of God to the nations, 
and their teacher. 

1 See Matt. xxvi. 23; Mark vii. 4 ; Heb. ix. 10. The mode of John’s 
baptism has been and still is much discussed, but the practice of the 
Eastern Church, and the very meaning of the word, leave no sufficient 
grounds for questioning that the original form of baptism was complete 
immersion in the deep baptismal waters. The Western Church, doubt¬ 
less in deference to the requirements of colder climates, the change of 
manners, and the convenience of custom, has changed the mode to 
sprinkling. In a spiritual system like Christianity, the essence of the 
symbol has seemed more important than the outward form, where that 
appeared only to have sprung from local circumstances.— Stanley's 
Eastern Church, p. 34. 

m Dean Stanley makes a curious remark in his Memorials of Canter¬ 
bury —I quote from memory—as to the change in English manners 
in the last five centuries. After a fire which destroyed the choir (1174), 
the people thronged the cathedral, and beat their bodies against the 
pillars with loud weeping and wailing. The self-control of the present 
day is thus only an attainment of later civilization. At a certain stage, 
all nations, like children, appear to have no idea of concealing their 
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emotions, whether painful or the reverse. The word 4^ono\oyovnrvot, 
UBed by the Evangelista, with the 4 k intensive, seems to point to this 
characteristic. 

n Matthew only uses the expression, “ Kingdom of Heaven,” from 
Dan. vii. 13, 14. The other Gospels speak of the Kingdom of God. 


CHAPTER XXVI. 


Caspar! quotes a passage from the Talmud to 6how that John must 
always have baptized in the upper parts of the Jordan, as the lower parts 
were “ unclean ” from their waters being “ mixed.”— Geog. Einleitung , 
p. 96. 


b The most ancient MSS. read Bethany instead of Bethabara, but no 
site of that name is now known on the Jordan. Bethabara wa9 intro¬ 
duced into the text by Origen. The spot supposed to be the scene of 
John’s second ministrations suits the circumstances, and thus has pro¬ 
bability in its favour, since there are, perhaps, no other parts on the 
Jordan which do so. 


e Philip, Peter, and Andrew had come from Bethsaida, on the Lake of 
Galilee, and Nathanael from Cana of Galilee.—John xxii. 1; i. 44. 

d iEnon, near Salim, is said in the Onomasticon to be eight miles 
south of Scythopolis, but the site has not been identified. A Salim was, 
however, found by Robinson close to Nablus, on its east side. 

• The name “ Word of God,” on which St. John dwells in his first 
chapter, was one by which the Messiah was widely known in the days of 
the Baptist. Thus, Jonathan Ben Uzziel, a contemporary of Christ, in 
his Targum, interprets Num. xxiii. 21, “ The Lord his God is with him, 
and the shout of a king is among them”:—“The Word of Jehovah is 
their help, and the trumpets of the King Messiah are heard among 
them.” In Gen. xxvi. 3, his paraphrase of the words “ I will bo with 
thee and will bless thee,” is “My Word will be thy help.” In Gen. 
xxxix. 2, the words “God was with Joseph,” are paraphrased “ My Word 
will be thy help.” In Exod. iii. 8, it is “ the Word of God, who is to go 
down to save Israel,” and so, constantly. It was the Word which pro¬ 
tected Noah in the ark. It was the H'ord of God who revealed Himself 
to Jacob at Bethel; who Hhone in the pillar of cloud and tiro, and who, 
in Isaiah lix. 16 and 17, ib sent by God to bring salvation to all. The 
Targum of Onkelos, a scholar of Gamaliel, abouuds in such interpreta¬ 
tions, and even in the Book of Enoch, dating long before Christ, “ the 
Word ” is frequently used of the expected Messiah, e.g. chaps, xiv. 21 ; 
xv. 1; xci. 1, etc., etc. See Langcn, Jiidenthum, pp. 248 281. Nork, 
Jlabhinische Quellm, passim. Lepsius, in Hibel Lex., vol. i. pp. 85-99. 
Gfrorer, vol. i. pp. 309 ff. Schurer, pp. 659 ff. 

I Paraphrase of John i. 31 in Ewald's Gesehichte , vol. v. p. 230. I 
have adopted Ewald's fine reflections in the preceding paragraph. 

s Hitzig gives this as the meaning of Machaerus. Bepp calls it the 
“ Black Tower.” 

II This description of MachaernB is taken from Josephus, Bi ll. Jud., 
vii. 6; i. 3. Seetzen, 'quoted by Ritter, Geog. of Palestine, vol. iii. p. 1; 
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o. v. (Eng. Trans.) Tristram, Land of Moab, pp. 253-265. Keim, Jesu 
i on Nazara , vol. i. pp. 578-581. Hausrath, vol. i. pp. 329, 330. 

i Her father, Axistobulus, was put to death by his father, Herod, 
b.c. 7. 


* The sacredness of an oath to Eastern monarehs is strikingly shown 
in the same story. The innocent cause of the tragedy had pleased 
Xerxes, and he had promised, with an oath, to give her whatever she 
asked. Forthwith she foolishly asked a splendid cloak he was wearing, 
which had been woven for him by his wife. Partly from liking for the 
cloak, but more for terror of his wife, he would not consent to this, but, 
to honour his oath, he gave her a city, and a vast sum in gold, and a 
military force which she alone should command. Ameatris, thinking 
she had been led by her mother to ask the cloak, determined that that 
unfortunate lady skould'be destroyed, and succeeded, as we have seen, 
in her purpose.— Herod., ix. 108-112. 

1 Marcus Licinius Crassus, the Triumvir and Consul. Born about 
B.c. 115, was slain by the Parthians, after his defeat by them, b.c. 53. 


m Hausrath thinks she was married after the death of John. Perhaps 
so. No one can speak except conjecturally on matters respecting which 
we have so few data. 


CHAPTER XXVII. 

a Milton rightly says, “ the pinnacle.” The arlicle is used by both 
Matthew r and Luke, but it is omitted in our'English version. 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Martyred between a.d. 161-168.— Scmisch, in Herzog , Art. Jtistin 
Martgrer, aeiS-r)s, <S5o£os, drifios. — Just. Dial. c. Tryph., xiv. 36, 85, 88. 

b rrjy 6<ptv alcxpos- — Strom., ii. 440. Peed., i;i. 1, 3. 

c Nec humanse honestatis corpus fait, nedum ccelestis claritatis .—De 
car. Chr. Ne aspectu quidem honestus.— Adv. Jud., 14. 

d Born about a.d. 186, died about a.d. 254. 

e t 6 crw/na fiiKpbv teal dvaeibes /col ayevbs 9jv. — Orig. c. Cels., vi. 75. 

1 IxOvs. c = Itjoovj, Jesus. x—XP lffT ° s t Christos. 8v = Qeov vlds, Son o 
God. s =* au3T-qp, the Saviour. 

* The word used is onrXdis (diplols). It was the large-sized pallium or 
blanket which w r as worn by the poor and by philosophers, over the tunic, 
or close-fitting inner garment, but sometimes alone. It was thrown 
over the left shoulder, and fastened over the right one by a buckle, and 
thus hung down in easy folds over the person, leaving the right arm 
bare from the shoulder, the left one being used by pushing it from under 
the pallium, as with our long cloaks. This was not a Jewish dress, and. 
of itself condemns the statue as certainly not one of Christ, or, at least, 
as simply a work of imaginative art. 
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h It was Bald to be especially powerful in cases of consumption. 
Julian, or according to others, Maximin, is said to have destroyed it.— 
Hofmann's Leben Jesu, p. 293. 

1 The spithame (<nri0a*i7j) was the distance from the tip of the thumb 
to that of the little finger, when the two were stretched apart to the 
utmost. It was thus equal to about nine inches. This would mako 
Christ only five feet three inches high. But it is likely that the measuro 
was used loosely in a larger sense, in the days of Nicephorus, for tho 
idea sought to be conveyed is that of unusual tallness. 

k Nicephorus lived at Constantinople, perhaps as a monk. He closed 
the list of the Greek Church Historians. The dates of his birth and 
death are equally unknown, but he was alive about a.d. 1320 or 1330. 
Legends and fables are largely intermixed with his facta 

1 “Various readings” add—“not less than 15£ palms.” The Roman 
palmus was three inches (the breadth of the four fingers), which would 
make ChriBt a dwarf. The later Roman writers, however, had a palmus 
of nine inches, and, by this,'Christ’s stature would be 11 feet 7} inches. 
This is enough to show the worthlessness of this addition. 

m “ Of the colour of a hardly ripe filbert, and smooth as far as the 
ears, but curly below them, and waving, and a very little darker, with a 
rich brightness.”— Far. Read. 

n The stole (otoXt), used for the Latin stole), was properly a female 
dress, worn over the tunic. It came as low as the ankles, while the 
tunic did not reach much below the knees. It was restricted to Roman 
matrons, and was not allowed to be worn by divorced women. In 
Christ’s day, the word was psed of male robes of more than ordinary 
beauty and length. Thus, the angel in the sepulchre was robed in this 
way.—Mark xvi. 5. It was the robe which the father ordered to be put 
on the returned prodigal.—Luke xv. 22, aud in Rev. vi. and vii. it is 
five times used of the white robes of the redeemed in heaven. 

® It is a great mistake to think of Jesus with the head uncovered. 
As the priests in the Temple, and worshippers at prayer, had their heads 
covered, so no one went with the head bare in common life. Iudeed, 
kpart from religious reverence, the fierce 6un of Palestine makes ex¬ 
posure of the head impossible. The keffiyeh of the modern Bedouiu 
is apparently the representative of the old Hebrew head-covering most 
in use. Strangely enough, the French word coiile seems to be derived 
from it. 

p The majesty of Christ’s appearance on the occasion of His arrest, 
overawed those coming to take Him (John xviii. <*); but it is not pro¬ 
bable that there was anything striking in His usual apjK*aranee. If 
there had been, it seems as if HiB disciples would have recognised Him 
by it. John xxi. 4. Luke xxiv. 13. Mark xvi. 12. The legendary 
narratives of the portraits of our Lord are given more or less fully in 
Hofmann % pp. 67, 292. Hase , § 34. If’iner, vol. i. p. 576- 

4 Christ’s dress has been thought by some to have marked Him as a 
Rabbi, for His seamless robe illustrates Abarbanel’s remark that the 
robe of a Rabbi of Palestine had no seam in it. Urainus says, that 
the dress of a Rabbi was a tunic, without sleeves, which reached to the 
knees, and had no other openings than for the head and the arms.— 
Nork, p. cxcii. 
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■ I confess I have no sympathy with the critics who would seek to in¬ 
validate the fourth Gospel. To me it carries its evidence in itself, for of 
it, as of Him of whom it tells us, we may confidently say, “ Never man 
spake like this. ” An air as from Paradise breathes through its verses, 
and He who walks before us in its holy light is instinctively felt to be 
Divine. If, however, any reader should wish to perplex himself by seeing 
the foolish wisdom of critics refuted, he may turn to Professor West- 
cott's Introduction to the Study of the Gospels, pp. 235 fif.; Lange, Das 
Evan. Johannes, Einleitung ; or to Professor Lightfoot’s Articles on 
“ Supernatural Religion ” in the Contemporary Review for 1875 and 
December 1874. A list of the literature on both sides is given by Meyer, 
Kommentar, Johannes, p. 33. For my part, I am quite willing to accept 
the leadership of such men as De Wette, Bruckner, Luthardt, Bleek, 
Hase, Ewald, and Meyer. “ The recognition of this Gospel as the com¬ 
position of St. John,” says De Wette, “ remains ever more triumphant in 
the Church, after the last and fiercest attacks.”— Handbuch zum Neuen 
Test., Johannes. Einleitung, p. xl. “ In fact,” adds Bruckner, at the same 
place, ‘‘the latest and keenest criticism has served conclusively to estab¬ 
lish and confirm the ApostoLic origin of this Gospel, more and more.” 
“ We may conclude from the experience of the past,” says Meyer, “ that 
this Gospel will awavs emerge from all the storms of criticism radiant 
and victorious in its calm inner majesty, as the last star of evangelical 
history and teaching, shining with the purest and highest light within 
the limits of the Apostolic age ; the spiritual creation of that disciple 
who was most intimate with his master. Nor will it ever set.”— Kom- 
mentar, Johannes, p. 30. 

a The words “ is preferred before me ” are wanting in the best MSS. 
They are, indeed, repeated in the next verse. 

4 The aorist used implies that this was the continued burden of John’s 
ministry. 

n avijp (aner),a more honourable word than S.v6pomos (anthropos). 

x ipeipev, “ continued abiding on Him. ” The aorist is used instead of 
the participle of the former clause, to express the importance of the fact 
stated, and its continuance. See Winer, Grammatik , p. 533. 

r There is no ground for Dr. Farrar’s speculation as to k6<t(ios (kosmos), 
“ the world.” meaning ‘‘the people of Israel.” The word dlpeiv (‘‘to 
takeaway”) is used in the Septuagint.—1 Sam. xv. 25: “Now, there¬ 
fore, I pray thee, pardon my sin.” Lev. x. 17 : “ God hath given it to 
you to bear the iniquity of the congregation, to make atonement for them 
before Jehovah. ” Ex. xxxiv. 7 : “ Forgiving iniquity and transgression 
and sin.” Isaiah vi. 7 : “ Thine iniquity is taken away .” 6 atpwv— pre¬ 

sent participle—He who even now is taking away, etc. 

The genitive in “ Lamb of God ”—6 ipvos too deov —is that of property. 
It is hence equivalent to “ The Lamb appointed by God ” for sacrifice.— 
Meyer, Kommentar, in loc. 

* Even so keen a critic as Meyer ( Kommentar , in loc.) feels that this is 
the true explanation. 

Ba Ipse tibi culpam attrahis, quia nem. habes, c. quo d. lege div. collo- 
quaris.— Schbttg. (quoted byKeim, vol. ii. p. 204). 
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He calls Himself, Ji5<hr/caAos—(didaskalos), teacher. —Matt. z. 24 ; 

xxvi. 18. 

n »• Ka6rrYVTVf— (KathcgCtes) leader , guide . in the 

sense of teacher , matter, equiva¬ 
lent to Rabbi.—Matt, ixiii. 8,10. 
tt M ypafjLfiarevt —Matt. xiii. 52. “ Scribe,” equivalent 

to ‘‘ one instructed,’’ a scholar—a 


learned teacher of religion It 
is used of those who elsewhere 
are called “ lawyers.” 

He is called SiSdaKaXot —By a Scribe.—Matt. viii. 19. By the Phari- 

sees, ix. 11. 

By Scribes and Pharisees.—Matt. xii. 38. 

By the collectors of tribute. ,, xvii. 24. 

By the Sadducees. „ xxii. 24. 

m M —(Rabbi). By Judas.—Matt. xxvi. 25, 49. 

Mark xiv. 45. 

By Peter.—Mark ix. 5; xi. 21. 

By John and Andrew.—John i. 39. 

By Nathanael.—John i. 50. 

By Nicodemus, a “ ruler of the Jews.”—John 


in. 



By the disciples.—John iv. 31; ix. 2 ; xi. 8. 

By the people.—John vi. 25. 

M M paftfiovl —(Rabboni) and f>ap3owl (Kabbouni). By Mary 

Magdalene.—John xx. 10. 

By Blind Bartimceus.—Mark x. 51. 

Didaskalos is the Greek equivalent of Rabbi, and is used exclusively, 
as such, by St. Luke. 

Rabbi was a title of respect implying dignity or age. 

The Rabbis were very fond of being called "Father.”—Matt, xxiii. 9. 

The gradation of title is given thus Major est Rabbi quam Rub, 
et major est Rabban quam Rabbi, et major est qui nomine 6uo 
vocatur quam Rabbnn.” Rabboni or Rabbouni is simply this word 
with the affix for “ my.” " Rabbi is greater than Rab, and Rabban 
than Rabbi, but it is still greater than Rabban to be called by one's 
own name.” 

In ordinary cases, however, to call a teacher by his own name was not 
respectful. He must be oalled Rabbi.— Nork, p. cxcii. 

For the various uses of the title, Bee Godwyn’s Aaron and .Motet, p. 
30. 

M Ewalfl ( Getchichte , vol. v. p. 322) supposes it was the tenth hour by 
Roman reckoning—that is, from midnight—when they entered Christ's 
abode. Meyer thinks it was the tenth hour by Jewish reckoning —that 
is, from six a.m. 

The instance in John xix. 14, where the sixth hour must have been in 
the morning (compare chap, xviii. 28), shows that in each case, in John's 
Gospel, the connection must decide whether Roman or Jewish reckon¬ 
ing is used. Here, the long day suits much better than four p.m.—the 
tenth hour of Jewish reckoning. 


dd The confusion and transitionary character of the times is well 
shown in the Dames of the two brothers—Andrew, a Greek name; Simon, 
an old Hebrew one, slightly changed from Simeon. 
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Dr. Newman lias a beautiful sermon on Andrew calling Simon.— 

Parochial and Plain Sermons, vol. ii. p. 1. 

Sclileieruiacher, also, has admirable sermons on the whole incident.— 

Predigten, vol. i. p. 376; vol. iii. p. 161. 

ee Lange has a fanciful play on the name of Simon’s father—Jonas, 
“ a dove,"’—and the name given to Simon himself. “ Now the shy dove 
of the rock ; in future, thou shalt be the protecting rock of the dove.” 
But this is mere idle fancy. —Life of Christ, vol. ii. p. 286. 

ff It is the fig-tree, verses 48, 50; doubtless the one which stood before 
or near his house, as others did before other houses. Vines and fig-trees 
were very commpnly planted at the doors of country dwellings, so that 
the inmates might be able to sit under them. Micah iv. 4. (Note by 
Ewald, vol. v. p. 326.) 

es Two titles of the Messiah. On the phrase, “ Son of God,” see 
Langen's Judenthum , pp. 281, 296. 

hh airapri —“ Hereafter,” is wanting in the Sinaitic and Vatican MSS., 
and in various ancient versions. It has been omitted by Lachmann 
and Tischendorf. Meyer retains it, with the remark that it was omitted 
from the different MSS., etc., because it seemed to clash with the follow¬ 
ing words, which were understood of actual angelic appearances.— Kom- 
mentar, in loc. Lange ( Kommentar , in loc.) adopts Meyer’s remark as his 
own. 

“ Hereafter ” meant, when our English Bible was translated, “ from 
the present time,” as in the words “ that we may hereafter lead a godly, 
righteous, and sober life ”—that is, from this time forward. 

The title “ Son of Man,” applied to the Messiah, occurs in Daniel vii. 
13, and had become familiar in Christ’s day, through its use in the 
Apocalyptic literature of the Jews. Thus, the Book of Enoch (chap, 
lxii. 6) uses it in a passage where it speaks of the mighty of the earth 
falling down before the Messiah when He comes to judge the world. Till 
then, I may say, it is taught that He will be hidden from all but the 
“Elect.” The name occurs also, chap. xlvi. 1; lxix. 29. But before this 
special application of it, the Old Testament writers had often introduced 
it, e.g. Ps. viii. 5 ; xi. 4; xxxiii. 13 ; xxxvi. 8 ; xc. 3, etc. In Ezekiel, 
Jehovah, throughout, addresses the prophet as “ The Son of Man ” (ii. 
1; iii. 1, 4, 10, 17 ; iv. 1, etc.)—as if to mark the contrast between the 
greatness of the speaker and the low estate of him whom He addresses. 

Jesus applies the title to Himself about eighty times, but it is not ap¬ 
plied to Him by any of the New Testament writers, except in passages 
which refer to His heavenly exaltation (Acts vii. 56. Bev. i. 13-20 ; xiv. 
14). Why He should have used it so especially admits of various rev¬ 
erent conjectures. Was it to awaken in mankind at large, wherever His 
name should spread, the instinctive feeling of His sympathy for all the 
race, and common relation to all its members? Was it to express the 
completeness of His humiliation, that, though Son of God, He had 
stooped to be, in the fullest sense, the Son of Man ? Or was it to keep 
ever before mankind the fact that He came, not as a Scribe, or Priest, or 
Pharisee, or Sadducee, or Essaean, or Nazarite, or Jew, or as anything 
apart from humanity at large, or as a representative of a school or class, 
but simply as a man—the Man Christ Jesus—the elder brother of the 
race ? Was it to keep before all ages the fact, that ai a man, feeling 
and acting for all men—the perfect flower and blossom of Humanity, its 



572 


NOTES. 


ideal Son—He stripped religion, for the first time, from the bands and 
fetters of nationality, and theocratic isolation; restored it to its Divine 
spirituality ; made it a gift for universal man, and embodied its loftiest 
conceptions in His own life, so that He stands before us as the author 
and finisher of the one faith possible for all ages and races; the arche¬ 
type of the race when it shall have risen to its highest; the guide, 
through all generations, into the not yet fully realized kingdom of God ? 

11 Hilgenfeld (Ep. and Briefe Johan , p. 271) thinks Nathanael the 
same as Matthew, but without apparent ground. Matthew may possibly 
mean " The gift of God,” which is also the meaning of Nathanael 

(Mattathiah); (Nathanael). But Matthew Bee ms more 

properly the Greek form of Amittai, ’Fipt? (The truthfuf one), the Greek 

form of Mattathiah being Matthias, as in Acts i. 23. Bpath tries to 
show that Nathanael was John, but this is still more hopeless. 

Talmai, (telem, “ a furrow,”) “ rich in land.” Like Aretas, “ a 
plougher.” 


CHAPTER XXIX. 

* Dr. Ziller ( Pal, Fund Ftp.. 1870-71) decides strongly in favour of a 
village called Kefr Eenna, five miles north-west of Nazareth, as the Cana 
of St. John, and Dr. Farrar agrees with him, but Sepp (Jerusalem u. </. 
Heilige Land , vol. ii. pp. 106, 108) traces the history of the error which 
has led to this transference of the site, which was adopted only in the 
sixteenth century, for the convenience of monks and pilgrims. He, and 
Dr. Robinson, agree on Cana of Galilee, as it seems to be still called, 
twelve miles north of Nazareth, being the true site, and this view is 
supported by Winer, Raumer, Bitter, Meyer, Porter, Van de Velde, and 
others. 

b One tradition makes Alphsns, and Mary, the supposed sister of the 
Virgin, residents in Cana, and the marriage to have been that of one of 
their sons. According to Greswell, it was the marriage of Alphieus and 
Mary themselves. The Mohammedans say that John the Apostle was 
the bridegroom. 

« The common idea that Joseph must have been already dead, from 
not being uamed as at the marriage, seems to be brought in question by 
John vi. 42. 

d This explains bow the deception of substituting Leah for Kachcl 
could be played upon Jacob.—Gen. xxix. 26. 

* Lightfoot thinks the governor of the feast (&pxiTpiK\iwot. Architri- 
klinos) was one “in place of a chaplain, to give thanks and pronounce 
blessings in such kinds of feasts as these.” Among the Jews benedic¬ 
tions preceded and followed every act of a feast. Lightfoot, Hora , 
vol. iii. p. 255. Rabbis were wont to attend such festivities, to pronounce 
these blessings, and also to secure that the conversation turned reverently 
towards the Law. 

* Tho metrete *—the measure named, held about eight gallons. In our 
Version it is translated firkin—a measure equal to eight gallons. This 
would make each hold from sixteen to twenty-four gallons, and thus the 
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e:x would hold ninety-six or 144 gallons, or nearly equal to from two to 
three hogsheads. Professor Westcott, however, thinks the exact words 
exclude the idea of all the water being made wine ( Characteristics of 
Gospel Miracles , p. 14, note). Others think the Greek metretes used here 
for the Boman amphora of about five gallons. 

8 That Christ thus sanctioned the use of wine in a country where the 
population were proverbially temperate, leaves the question open of the 
propriety of Christian men using their liberty in this direction in a 
country like ours, where drinking is a national curse, and where even 
the moderate use of what intoxicates only too often causes “ a brother 
to offend,” “ for whom Christ died.” If He died for such a weak one, 
Christians may well afford to give up wine, etc., for him. 

h Keim (vol. i. pp. B94 ff.; vol. iii. pp. 479 ff.) very exhaustively dis¬ 
cusses the chronological question, but Schiirer ( Neutestament Zeit Gesch.) 
shows the fallacy of his calculations very conclusively. As a statement 
of opinions on chronological points, however, Keim is of great value. 
In Andrew’s Life of our Lord, also, abundant details on the dates of 
Christ’s birth, etc., are given, pp. 1-46. x 


* See passages from the Targums, quoted by Oehler in Art. Messias , 
Herzoi 7 , vol. ix. p. 440. Also, Keim, vol. i. p. 590. But the Targums 
quoted are not the older ones, and represent the ideas of a much later 
age than that of Christ. 

k I assume that Capernaum was identical with Tel Hum. The grounds 
on which that site is accepted are given at length by Furrer, Art. Caper¬ 
naum, in Bihel Lexicon The authorities for the description of Capernaum 
and the Lake of Galilee generally, in the text, are Furrer, as above; 
also, his IVanderungen, pp. 321-325 ; Keim, vol. i. pp. 596 ff.; Hausrath, 
vol. i. pp. 343 ff. ; Recovery of Palestine, pp. 843 ff.; Buetschi, Art. 
Gennezareth (in Herzog ); Lightfoot, etc. Keim decides in favour of 
Khan Minyeh. Hausrath, \Viuer, Ewald, Bitter, Furrer, Vaibinger (in 
Herzog), with many others, in favour of Tel Hum. 

1 Pee the words of Jesus, Matt. xii. 23, as given in the Vatican and 
Sinaitic versions. “ And thou, Capernaum, sbalt thou be exalted to 
heaven ? Thou shalt be thrust down to Hades.” 


nri33 (chinneroth), 


m • 9 jbb 

m. 17. 


1 Kings xv. 20 . 


“lyres.” rP33 (chinnereth), “a lyre.” 

• * 

Josh. xi. 2; xiii. 27. Num. xxxiv. 11 . 


Deut. 


n Josephus says, elsewhere, that the town had 40.000 inhabitants. 
Bell. Jud., ii. 21. 4. 


0 Josephus says, all the ships on the lake were 230 


in number, and 

-Bell. 


into each he put four men. They must have been mere boats.— 

Jud., ii. 21. 8 . Dr. Farrar says they were 4,000 in number, but he does 
not give his authority. 


p The name Gennesareth is derived from the Hebrew name of the 
lake, in the Old Testament. The Sea of Chinnereth m33 D', of which 

* m • 

it is a corruption. The Babbis, with their usual fancifulness, explain 
Gennesar as “ The gardens of Princes”—(D'^D '31)—ganne sarim, and 

thus make it equivalent to the word Paradise, which was the Persian 
name for the pleasure parks of kings. Capernaum means — 44 the village 
of Nahum 11 —D-inj " 1 DD—(Kephar Nahum^ 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

■ The whole question of the sequence of events at this period is diffi¬ 
cult. If the stay at Capernaum was only for a week or two before the 
PaB6over, Jesus must have been baptized about two months before, that 
is, at the end of January, when it is hard to conceive baptisms taking 
place in water so cold as that of the Jordan, supplied from tho icy 
heights of Lebanon. But if He had been baptized in the autumn of the 
year before, He must have remained at Cana for Borne mouths, or have 
returned to Nazareth, and have made the one or other the centre of a 
preliminary activity, before his final removal to Capernaum. In tho 
conflict of theories, I have followed Ewald's idea as the simplest. 

b Similar shops were to be found also, at least during the feast, on the 
Mount of Olives.— Wieseler . Beit., vol. v. p. 209. It was a matter of 
pride with the Jews, that there should be a great display of lambs, etc., 

without which the “house was desolate.”— Keim (quoting the Talmud), 
vol. iii. p. 97. 

The Talmud relates a story of one, Baba Ben Buta, which illustrates 
this feeling. Coming into the Court of the Temple one day, he found it 
quite empty of beasts. “Let their houses,” said he, “be laid waste, 
who have laid waste the House of our God.” Forthwith, he sent for 
three thousand of the sheep of Kedar, and having examined them, to see 
that they were without spot, brought them into the Mountain of the 
Houbo —that is, into the Court of the Geutiles.— Lightfo«t , vol. i. p. 274. 
There was an officer who had the supervision of the trallio in doves, the 
prefectus turturum.— Leyrcr, in Herzog, vol. xv. p. 428. 

0 The Jews had a sad reputation in this wny even in the days of the 
prophets. See Hosea xii. 7. Amos viii. 5, etc. Even at this day the 
Jewish money-changers in Jerusalem often charge 15 per ceut. a month 
for interest on borrowed mouey. 

d “Igneum quidam et sidereum raJiabat ex oculis ejus, et divinitatis 
majestas lucebat in facie.” 

• I have assumed that these reforms were subsequent to our Lord's 

public reproof of the neglect of their duty by the priests. Keim supposes 
them in force before, but how could they be in force if so much neglected 
even at the Passover season ? « 

Thirty years later, under Agrippa II. (C0-G6) things had become worse 
than ever. False prophets misled the people; robbers preyed on them, 
aud murderers plied their trade, in the very Temple, while rival high 
priests and their followers fought in the streets.— Jos. Ant., xx. 8. 5, d ; 

ix. 2. 4. 

* The Canaanites or Phenicians, were famous in early antiquity as 
merchants and traders, and hence a “ Canaani:e ”—the word used in the 
text, is employed for a trader generally. Leyrer ( lirrz«g , vol. v. p. 509, 
Handel) and Ewald ( Grsch ., vol. v. p. 336) think the veree implies the 
existence of the abuse in the days of Zechariah. 

f The studiously enigmatical mode of speech used by the Rabbis may 
be seen very fully in Duke's Babbinische Blumenlese. 

h The striking comparison of the body to a temple, or a tent, occura 
first in the lament of Hezekiah, in Isaiah xxxviii. 12. “ My life is struck, 
and rolled up like a wandering shepherd’s tent, to vanish away from 
where it has been.” So, also. 2 Cor. v. 1 ff. 
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1 Conqueror of the people, Victor Populi. The name was also Jewish 
—JlDHpJ—Nakdemon. The Talmud speaks of a Nicodemus, son of 
Gerion, famous for his wealth, his munificence, and his prayers. It 
relates that once, when vast crowds had gathered in Jerusalem, at the 
time of the feast, there was a great scarcity of water. 'Nicodemus, seeing 
this, asked a rich man to hand over to him, for the time of the feast, 
twelve springs that were on some land belonging to him, that water 
might be secured for the poor pilgrims. In return, he promised to pay 
twelve talents of silver if they were not returned to him full of water by 
a certain day. It had not, however, rained when that day came. 
Nicodemus was in great trouble and betook him self to prayer, and forth¬ 
with the clouds gathered, and such abundance fell that the twelve springs 
were, presently, overflowing. The rich man, however, only laughed and 
pointed to the sun, which, he said, had already gone down—so that the 
bond had been forfeited ! On this Nicodemus prayed again, and the sun 
burst through the clouds, and the Shy lock was cheated of his expected 
gain! This legend shows that this Nicodemus was a priest in the 
Temple, and had the charge of providing the water supply for the 
pilgrims, when they came to Jerusalem. 

The proper name of Nicodemus, it is added, was Bonai, and it lends a 
probability that he may have been the Nicodemus of St. John’s Gospel, 
to learn that this Bonai was accused of being a follower of Jesus. When 
Titus besieged the city, he was one of the richest men in it, but he is 
said to have fallen into such poverty, that his daughter, long after, was 
found picking up what she could, in the streets and gutters, to eat. The 
passages in the Talmud containing these details are quoted by Nork.— 
Rabbinische Quellen, pp. 163—4. Christian traditions say that Nicodemus 
was a relation of Gamaliel, and was baptized with him and his son 
Abiba, by the Apostles, Peter and John. It is added, that he was driven 
from his office and from Jerusalem in consequence of his apostasy, and 
that Gamaliel gave him shelter in his country house, where he lived till 
hi9 death.— Hofmann, p. 352. TViner, vol. ii. p. 152. To account for 
the tradition of his surviving the fall of Jerusalem, it is supposed that 
he may not have alluded to himself in John iii. 4, and that he may thus 
have been a young man when he came to Jesus. 

k The Rabbis say that the devil Sammael, cries before God, “ Lord of 
the world, Thou hast given me power over all nations of the world, 
except Israel.”— Nork, p. 22. 

1 The phrase “ Kingdom of God,” is used by John only in verses 3 and 
5 of this chapter, a fact in itself a striking evidence that the conversa¬ 
tion is given juBt as it took place. John, indeed, was most probably 
present. 

m There is a striking passage in Xenophon’s Memorabilia, in which 
Socrates says to his disciple Euthymius, “ No one can see the wind, but 
its effects are apparent, and, when it comes, we feel it. In the same 
way the soul of mnn, if in some respects human, has something in it of 
the Divine. For it is clear that it reigns with kingly authority in us, 
yet we do not see it. We should reflect on this, and not set light by 
what may not be seen, but since our soul shows its majesty by its effects, 
we should honour the Divine that is thus within us.”— Xenophon , 

Memorabilia, iv. 3. 14. 

/ 

D The two words used of doing evil and doing good are striking. The 
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former is Tpa<r<r&v y “pursuing as one’s end naturally, easily; habitual 
action, as one’s occupation.” The latter ttoiQv simply, “doing/’“ per¬ 
formance with difficulty and effort.” Webster and Wilkinson, and Meyer. 
Alford includes, as implied, that the evil may be pursued and delighted 
in, but bears no permanent results: the good is something done, which 
abides. See Bom. i. 31; ii. 3 ; vii. 15 ; xiii. 4. John v. 29. 

0 The Babbie Bay that the text, “ God saw the light that it was good/ 1 
refers to the Messiah, whose works “ the ever-blessed God praised 
already, before the beginning of the world. At that time, Satan said to 
God : 4 Lord of the world ! what is that light which I see shining forth 
from behind the throne of Thy glory? ’ God answered: 1 He who will 
one day break thy power/ Then Satan replied, ‘ Lord, show Him to 
me/ And when Satan saw Him, he fell down in despair, on his face, 
and cried out, ‘ Verily this is the Messias, who will hurl into hell myself 
and the nations who serve me /”—Jalkut Simeoni ( Nork , p. 23). This is 
only one of many passages of the same character. 


CHAPTEB XXXI. 

B Sepp (vol. iii. p. 99) strangely makes the northern boundary only 
four hours (ten miles) from Jerusalem. Akrabbim is twenty-tive mHes 
from the capital, in a direct line, on Kiepert’s map of 1875. 

b Milman thinks it was in Perea; Lange, Neander, Reynolds. Robin¬ 
son, and some others fancy it was in Samaria, though it is hard to 
believe that so strict a Jew as John would carry a Jewish movement 
into the polluted territory of the Samaritans. Sepp supposes it to have 
been at Beit Ainira, north of Hebron; Lichtenstein places it a little 
west of Hebron, at a spot also called Enon. Barclay thinks it was only 
six miles north-east of Jerusalem. Jerome ( Ononuitt ., Art. Salim) speaks 
of a Salumias, which he seems to identify with Salem, as lying in the 
valley of the Jordan, eight miles south of Scythopolis, ami speaks of 
iEnon as near it. But who will decide where there is so much disagree¬ 
ment of authorities ? 

Buxtorf ( Lex p. 1601) thinks Enon the Chald. pi. of ]'V (Ain), a 
fountain. De Wette thinks it is derived from }V (yon) and (Ain), 
“ the dove’s fountain/’ 

0 The Vatican, Alexandrian, and Sinaitic MSS. read “A Jew/* and 
it is adopted by Lachmann, Tischendorf, Alford, Wordsworth, and 
Ellicott. 

d From roToy, 44 a place, a tract of country,” and £pxo>, “ to rule.” 

* Akrabbim is the pi. of 31PU (Akrah), 44 a scorpion.” The heights oi 

Akrabbim are, thus, “ The Scorpion Hills. ” The name occurs, else¬ 
where, at the south of the Dead Sea. 

* Mount Ebal is 3.029 above the sea; Gerizim, 2,898 feet. The con¬ 
trast between Ebal and Gerizim is less real than is often supposed. The 
dip of the strata sinks to the north across the valley, and this causes a 
want of springs on the eouth side of Ebal, but its north side is almost 
aB rich in them as the northern slope of Gerizim.— Pal. Fund Report 
1879, p. G6. 
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b This picture of the neighbourhood of Shechem was taken from its 
appearance in April, but even in December, in fine weather, in sheltered 
parts like this, it is still largely applicable. 

h It is rightly called a well (Beer not a spring—(|W Ain). It is 

a cistern, not a fountain. A very interesting account is given by Lieu¬ 
tenant Anderson of his descent to the bottom of the well, in the Recovery 
of Jerusalem, p. 465. 

i Shechem (□?£>), means a ridge or shoulder : in reference to its being 

• • 

the watershed of the district. 

k Ewald thinks it was sis in the evening, but it would be dark at that 
hour, in December. There seems no reason for introducing the Roman 
reckoning of the day here.— See Geschichte, vol. v. p. 348. 

1 The question, whether Shechem was the Sychar of which the Samaritan 
woman was a citizen, has been warmly disputed. It seems hardly pro¬ 
bable that she would have come a mile and a half for water when so 
many fountains were to be passed on the way. There is still a village 
called Askar on the north of the well, just outside the valley, at the foot 
of Mount Ebal, and facing the open plain. Between this name and 
Sychar there seems a close resemblance. On the other hand, between 
Sychem, the Greek name for Shechem, and Sychar, there is almost as 
little difference, for changes of letters are common in other cases. 
Sychar, (2ir^dp) seems to have been at first a name given in contempt, 
for it is constantly used against Shechem, as a taunt, by the Rabbis. It 
was, perhaps, derived from the Hebrew (Shacher), “ falsehood," in 

reference to the alleged idolatry of the Shechemites, or from Tf3t^ 

(Shichor), “ a drunkard," in allusion to “ the drunkards of Ephraim.”— 

Isaiah xxviii. 1, 7. The name Samaria is from JUJpb'; (Shomeron), “ a 

watch height,’’ in allusion to the position of the city on a hill. Shechem 
was re-named Neapolis, “ the new town," by Vespasian. It had been 
destroyed in the last Jewish war so completely, that the new name has 
clung ever since to the town built on its site. The identity of Sychar 
with Shechem is supported by Furrer, Hilgenfeld, Hengstenberg, 
Olshausen, Liicke, and others. Hug, Luthardt, Ewald, Meyer, Delitzsch, 
and Caspari, however, think Askar the ancient Sychar. Keim is un¬ 
decided. 

m A gloss on the Megillat Ta’anith brings the feeling between the two 
races vividly before us. The tradition is a mere legend, but it was 
believed in Christ’s day. “ Mourning is forbidden on the 21st Kislew 
(Oct.—Nov.). It was the day when the Cuthites demanded authority 
from Alexander the Macedonian, to destroy the house of our God. 
‘ Grant us,’ said they, ‘ five hours of land on the top of Mount Moriah.' 
The kiDg gave it them. Informed of this, Simeon the Just put on his 
high priestly robes, and set out, accompanied by the nobles of Jerusalem, 
by a thousand counsellors robed in white, and by the young priests, who 
<\'irry the holy instruments (of music). They marched, preceded by 
Ham’oeaux, all night, two by two. ‘Who are these?’ asked Alexander, 
as he saw them from a distance. * These are the Jews,’ said the traitors, 
‘ who have slighted your authority.’ They reached the outposts, at 
Antipatris, as the sun rose. ‘Who are you 9 ’ asked the officers. ‘In¬ 
habitants of Jerusalem,’ was the answer; ‘we are come to crave admis- 
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Bion to the presence of the king.’ Alexander, seeing the figure of Simeon 
the Just, at once came down from his chariot and prostrated himself 
before him. ‘ How is it,’ asked his courtiers, 4 that a great king like 
thee prostratest thyself before a Jew ? ’ 4 Because,’ said ho, 4 tliut figure 

lias always appeared to me before I undertook a war in which 1 tri¬ 
umphed.’ Then, addressing the Jews, he asked why they came. ‘ These 
people, the traitors, deceive thee,'answered Simeon. ' They have asked 
for the spot on which we pray for thee, and for thy long reign.’ 4 "What 
people are they ? ’ 4 They are the Cuthites,’ said Simeon. 4 Their fate is 

in your hands,’ replied Alexander. The Jews forthwith cut holes 
through the heels of the Cuthites, and made ropes of their hair and tied 
these through their heels, and dragged them by them over the rough 
thorns and thistles, till they got to Mount Gerizim. There they ploughed 
over the site of the Temple of their enemies (after destroying it), and 
sowed tares on it, as the Cuthites wished to have done with the Temple 
of our God. This day was then appointed for a feast.”—Quoted iu 
Derenbourg, Hittoire de la Palestine, p. 42. 

n The Romans acted on this deadly hatred between the two raceB, 
in their choice of Caesarea as the capital of the procuratorship. Had 
Jerusalem or Samaria been chosen, it would have raised the bitterest 
jealousy. Cssarea was, moreover, on the 6ea, and thus easy of access 
from Rome, and the high road from Syria ran through it. The President 
of Syria had always four legions (24,000 men) under his command. 
Samaria and Idumea formed part of the Roman procnratorsliip, along 
with Judea, but each was left with its own local laws, as the French 
have been in Canada, the Channel Islands, and the Mauritius. 

0 The bitter feud through generation after generation between tho 
two races, blazed fiercely even among the descendants of the Jews and 
Samaritans carried off by Ptolemy to Egypt. The superior holiness of 
Jerusalem or Gerizim was fought out in bloody riots, time after time, iu 
the streets of Alexandria. 

v The word is (kesitah), Gen. xxxiii. 19, which the Greek 

translates by durds (amnos), 44 a lamb,” and the Vulgate by agnus —which 
means, of course, the same. But both Gesenius and Fiirst reject the 
idea of barter as prevalent in the patriarchal age, and understand by the 

a 

word money weighed out, from (kasat), 44 to weigh." Gesenius adds: 

44 Most of the ancient interpreters, understand by it a lamb, a sense 
which has no support, either from etymology or in the kindred dialects, 
and has none from the usage of the patriarchs, since in their age mer¬ 
chandise was no longer usually exchanged, but actual sales were common 
for money, either by tale or weight. Gen. xxiii. 16; xlvii. 16- A coin 
of Cyprus, bearing the figure of a lamb, has nothing to do with the 
money in question." 

*i Davidson translates this clause. 41 For the Father also seeks them 
who worship Him to be such.*' For the sense given in the text, see 
Liicke, Luthardt, Lange, and Meyer, in loc. Winer (Gramma tik, p. 395) 
has the remark, 4 4 4 In spirit and truth,' is not to be translated 4 spiritually 
and truly; 4 the preposition iw (in) indicates the sphere in which the 
4 worship ’ moves." 

r Eisenmenger (vol. ii. p. 723) gives passages from the Rabbis respect¬ 
ing the Messiah who was to be called 44 The Son of Joseph ’’—that is, of 
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Ephraim. He was to be the head of the Ten Tribes. “The Holy Ever- 
Blessed God will clothe Him with a robe whose brightness will shine 
from one end of the world to the other, and Israel will walk in its light 
and say, ‘ Blessed is the hour in which thou wast created, and the body 
that bore thee.’” He will reveal Himself first in Galilee; then gather 
the Jews: then go to Jerusalem,* and fight against the followers of 
Jesus, by whom He will be regarded as Antichrist. He will perish in 
this contest and be lamented by all Jews. He is not a king but next 
after the king Messiah, the Son of David, f who will come in the clouds, 
re-establish the kingdom of David, rebuild the Temple, and gather the 
Jews. He will be David Himself, or of the seed of David, and will come 
after the death of the Messiah the son of Joseph. He will fight against 
the Heathen and Christians: overcome all nations, crushing them utterly, 
and dividing all the treasures of the world among the Jews. £ The 
resurrection of the dead will inaugurate His reign over a universal Jewish 
kingdom of which Jerusalem will be the capital. It is needless to point 
out that these ideas must in part be later than Christianity, but the part 
referring to the Messiah, Son of Joseph or Ephraim, may reflect some 
of the notions of the Samaritans. As a characteristic illustration of the 
puerility of some of the conceptions of the Eabbis, I may add that the 
Messiah, the Son of David, is to come riding on the same ass on which 
Abraham and Moses rode!—(Gen. xxii. 3. Exod. iv. 20. Zech. ix. 9). In¬ 
deed, Elijah, who is to appear before Him, is to do the same.— Eisenmenger , 
vol. ii. p. 697. Nork (p. 10) gives an extract from a Samaritan source that 
is worth quoting—*• Be thankful that a great prophet is coming, whom God 
pointed out to Moses in the words ' A prophet like unto thee will I raise 
from thy brethren’ (Deut. xviii. 15). This is the prophet who was pro¬ 
mised to our forefather Abraham, where it is said, ‘ A smoking furnace, 
and a burning lamp ’ (Gen. xv. 17). It is He to whom the gathering of 
the people will be (Gen. xlix. 10), and of Him also it is said ‘He shall 
smite the head of the children of Seth, but Israel shall have the victory.’ 
Our Eabbis maintain respecting Him that the nations, at his appearing, 
will believe in Him and in the Holy Scripture (The Pentateuch), aud in 
Mount Gerizim. The doctrines of Moses, the Son of Amram, will 
prevail, and the royal prophet who brings this about will be called the 
Mes6ias. But He will die and will be buried in the grave of Joseph, the 
son of the Faithful one (sic). He will bring the Tabernacle to light 
again, and it will be erected on Mount Gerizim.” See also, Petermann, 
Art. Samaria , Herzog , vol. viii. p. 376, and Milman, History of Chris¬ 
tianity , p. 84. 

8 Goldsmiths, wool-carders, makers of hand mills, spice-dealers, 
weavers, hairdressers, cloth-makers, blood-letters, and bath-heaters could 
be neither kings nor high priests, because their trades were more or less 
disreputable from the familiarity they were supposed to entail between 
the sexes.— Delitzsch , p. 41. 


CHAPTEE XXXII. 

• Sebastos (aeftaerros) is the Greek equivalent of the Latin Augustus, 
“the awful,’’ “the august.” The feminine (Sebaste) only could be 
used of a city. 

• Eisenmenger, vol. ii. pp. 740, 710. t Eisenmenger, vol. ii. pp. 703, 773, 774. 

J Eisenmenger, vol. ii. pp. 772, 819. 
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b A stadium was fiOfif English feet. A furlong is 660 foot. The wall 
was thus over 18 furlongs, or more than 2^ miles, in length. 

• It is curious to see liow hnman nature has been always the Bame. 
I have already quoted Professor Wilson’s experience on the subject of 
familiarity destroying respect, but tbe ancients had as keen a sense of 
this truth as he. Aristides used to say that no philosopher is esteemed 
in his own town, and Seueca (de Benef., iii. 2) re-echoes the complaint. 
“ Vile habetur,” says he, “ quod domi est ”—which is equivalent to our 
“ Familiarity breeds contempt.” Jesus, indeed, felt this so keenly that 
He speaks of one’s enemies being “ those of his own household.” 

d Schleiermacher notes that the wonders wrought in Jerusalem are 
only stated generally, with no specific detail, and that nothing whatever 
is said of the “ many mighty works” wrought in Bethsaida and Chorn/.in. 
We have thus only an imperfect idea, at best, of the measureless activity 
of Christ’s beneficence .—Leben Jesu, p. 194. 

6 The word used in the Acts, is <rvvTpo<f>o i (suntrophos)—lit. “ brought 
up with another, or nursed w r ith another,” ‘‘living together,” “bound 
to another by being educated and living together.” Manaen was evidently 
a Jew, from his name. It was very common in antiquity, for persons of 
rank to associate other children with their own, to excite them to greater 
emulation in their studies, and to be their companions. It was also 
co mm on to have a child fed from the same breaBt as another w’hose 
mother was taken as nurse. Perhaps Manaen may have stood in both 
relations to Antipas, for it must have been he to whom St. Luke refers. 
He probably shared in the early education of Antipas and Archelnus. 
Nothing is known of him beyond the allusion in the Acts, which certainly 
seems to imply companionship in boyhood with Antipas. 

1 Sepp (vol. iii. p. 177) conjectures that the “ nobleman ” may have 
been the imperial steward of Salome's domains, which had been left 
by will to the Empress Livia. But the word used. /ScurtAur^r (basilikos), 
means any one in high position about a king or royal person, either in 
the army, or at court, or in the civil service. 

« It marks the minute exactness of the narration that Jesus is asked 
to “ come down ” from Cana to Capernaum, the one place being 1,350 
feet lower than the other. 

ta D'3n, (Hakkim), “a wise man”—orig. title of the Magi.—Eccles. ix. 

17. Gen. xli. 8. Jer. 1. 35. Esther i. 13. (Rophai), "a healer,” 

properly of wounds. This was the usual word for a physician. See 
Jer. viii. 22. 2 Chr>n. xvi. 12. Gen. 1. 2. 

1 The troops who formed the summer garrison of Samaria were 
marched to Jerusalem for the months of the feasts to be ready to sup¬ 
press tumults, just as Turkish soldiers are massed at Jerusalem, now, at 
Easter, for the same purpose.— Etcald, vol. v. p. 53. 

k This passage is quoted freely, as if from memory, by the Evangelist. 
The words in the Septnagint are :—“ The country of Zebulon ; the land 
of Naphtali; towards the sea (of Galilee); and the populations dwelling 
by the shore of the sea ; and beyond the Jordan; Galilee of the Heathen; 
the parts of Judea - ye people walking in darkness beheld a great light. 
Ye who dwell in the region and shadow of death, to you a light shall 
Bhine.” 
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The Hebrew is—“ The land of Zebulon and tbe land of Naphtali; the 
way of the sea, or. tow r ards the sea (of Galilee); beyond Jordan ; Galilee 
of the Heathen. The people walking in darkness saw a great light: on 
those who were dwelling in the land of the shadow of_ death a light has 
shone.” 


1 At that time the whole earth will tremble, as of old, from one end of 
heaven to the other, because the Messiah is about to be revealed in 
Galilee.— Sohar, Exod ., f. iii. 3. It is appointed that the Messiah shall 
be revealed in Galilee.— Sohar, f. 88. 


01 The word describing it is Treptwaruv—journeying round (the bending 
shore). 


n The fish was a very frequent symbol of early Christian art. Like 
the dove or the lamb, it is used in more than one sense, especially for 
Christians, after Matt. xiii. 47^f9. Luke v. 4-10, for members of the 

was very early used 
as a Christian anagram, its different letters forming the initials of a 
confession of Christianity, thus, ’LjcroOs Xpicrhs Qeov Tibs Xwr-qp, “Jesus 
Christ, tbe Son of God, the Saviour.” It was hence used as a symbol 
among Christians, of Jesus Christ Himself. Thus, “ Tanquam lx&v8s, 
filius aquosa petit .”—Jerome ad Bononum, Ep. 43. “ Nos pisciculi 

secundum 1x0 vu nostrum in aqua nascimur .”—Tertullian de Baptismo , 

o. 1. 


Church. The Greek word IXQTS (ichthus, a fish), 


0 “ To follow ” a Rabbi was the common expression for becoming hia 
scholar. Thus, in the Talmud (Erubin, f. 30. I). “ When X followed 

R.Jochanan.” 
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THE LIFE OF CHRIST 


CHAPTER XXXIII. 

CAPERNAUM. 

T HE final “ call ” addressed to Peter and his brother, and 

to James and John, at the Lake of Galilee, apparently 
insignificant as an event, proved to have been, in reality, one 
of the turning points in the history of the world. The 
“ call ” of Abraham had given the world, as an everlasting 
inheritance, the grand truth of a Living Personal God; that 
of Moses had created a nation, in which the active government 
of human affairs by one God was to be illustrated, and His 
will made known directly to mankind: but that of the poor 
Galilaean fishermen was the foundation of a Society, for which 
all that had preceded it was only the preparation ; a Society 
in which all that was merely outward and temporary in the 
relations of God to man, should be laid aside, and all that 
was imperfect and material replaced by the perfect, spiritual, 
and abiding. The true theocracy, towards which mankind 
had been slowly advancing, through ages, had received its 
first overt establishment, when’ Peter heard, on his knees, 
the summons of Jesus to follow Him, and had, with the 
others, at once from the heart, obeyed. Henceforth, it only 
remained to extend the kingdom thus founded, by winning 
the consciences of men to the same devotion, by the announce¬ 
ment of the Fatherhood of God, and the need of seeking His 
favour by repentance and faith in His .Divine Son ; leading 
to a holy life, of which that of Jesus, as the Saviour-Messiah, 
was the realized ideal. 

From the shores of the lake, Christ went to the house of 
Peter, accepting his invitation to share his hospitality 

The little town itself, with its two or three thousand in- 
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habitants, was surrounded by a wall, and lay partly along 
the shore ; some of the houses close to the water; others 
with a garden between it and them. The black lava or 
basalt, of which all were built, was universally whitewashed, 
so that the town was seen to fine effect, from a distance, 
through the green of its numerous trees and gardens. Peter’s 
household consisted of his wife and her mother—doubtless a 
widow—whom his kindly nature had brought to this second 
home, Andrew his brother, and now, of Jesus, his guest. 
James and John, probably, still lived with their father in 
Capernaum, and the whole four followed their calling in 
the intervals of attending their new Master.* 

It appears to have been on a Friday that Jesus summoned 
Peter and his companions. 1 The day passed, doubtless, in 
further work for the Kingdom. As the sun set, the beginning 
of the Sabbath was announced by three blasts of a trumpet, 
from the roof of the spacious synagogue of the town, which 
the devout commandant of the garrison, though not a Jew, 
had built for the people. The first blast warned the peasants, 
in the far-stretching vineyards and gardens, to cease their 
toil; the second was the signal for the townsfolk to close 
their business for the week; and the third, for all to kindle 
the holy Sabbath light, which was to burn till the saered 
day was past. 2 It was the early spring, and the days were 
still short, for even in summer it is hardly morning twilight, 
in Palestine, at four, and the light is gone by eight. s Jesus 
did not, however, go that night to Peter’s house, but spent 
the hours in solitary devotion.** We can fancy, from what 
is elsewhere told us, that the day closed while He still spoke 
to a listening crowd, under some palm-tree or by the way- 
side. As the moon rose beyond the hills, on the other side 
of the lake, He would dismiss His hearers, with words of 
comfort and a greeting of peace, and then turn to the silent 
hills behind, to be alone with His Heavenly Father. On 
their lonely heights, the noise of men lay far beneath Him, 
and He could find rest after the toils of the day. A wide 
panorama of land and w’ater stretched away on all sides in 
the white moonlight. He was Himself its centre, and gazed 
on it with inexpressible sympathy and emotion. We can 
imagine Him, spreading out His arms, as if to take it all to 
His heart, and then prostrating Himself, as it were with it, 

1 Ewald, Qeachiehte, vol. v. p. 365 

5 Talmud; quoted by Sepp, vol. ii. p. 253. 3 Tag, in M iner. 
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before God, to intercede for it with the Eternal ; His brow 
touching the earth in lowly abasement, while He pleaded for 
man as His friend and brother, in words of infinite love and 
tenderness. “ Rising, erelong, in strong emotion, it would 
seem as if He held up the world in His lifted hands, to offer 
it to His Father. He spoke, was silent, then spoke again. 
His prayer was holy inter-communion with God. At first 
low and almost in a whisper, His voice gradually became 
loud and joyous, till it echoed back from the rocks around 
Him. Thus the nig'ht passed, till morning broke and found 
Him, once more in silent devotion, prostrate as if overcome; 
but the dawn of day was the signal for His rising, and 
passing down again to the abodes of men.” 1 

The morning service in the synagogue began at nine, and 
as the news of the great Rabbi being in the neighbourhood 
had spread, every one strove to attend, in hopes of seeing 
Him. Women came to it by back streets, as was required 
of them ; the men, with slow Sabbath steps, gathered in 
great numbers. The elders had taken their seats, and the 
Reader had recited the Eighteen Prayers—the congregation 
answering with their Amen—for though the prayers might 
be abridged on other days, they could not be shortened oil 
the Sabbath. 2 Next came the first lesson for the day, the 
people rising and turning reverently towards the Shrine, and 
chanting the words after the Reader. Another lesson then 
followed, and the Reader, at its close, called on Jesus, as a 
Rabbi present in the congregation, to speak from the passage 
to the people. 

His words must have sounded strangely new and attractive, 
for, apart from their vividness and force, they spoke of 
matters of the most vital interest, which the Rabbis left 
wholly untouched. He had founded the Kingdom of God, 
and now sought to build it up by realizing its conditions in 
the souls of men, who should each, forthwith, be living centres 
of influence on others. But a course so retired and unknown 
to the world at large, as that which He followed, of speaking 
to modest assemblies in local synagogues, makes it easy to 
understand how His life might be overlooked by the public 
writers of the age. Yet, in the little world in which He 
moved, the noiseless agency by which He carried on His 
work created an intense impression. He gave old truths 

1 Kin Tag in Capernaum , p. 138. 

? Talmud, in Sepp, vol. ii. p. 253. 
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an unwonted freshness of presentation, and added much 
that sounded entirely new, on His own authority, instead of 
confining Himself, like the Rabbis, to lifeless repetitions of 
traditional commonplaces, delivered with a dread of tho 
least deviation or originality. They claimed no power to 
say a word of their own ; He spoke with a startling inde¬ 
pendence. Their synagogue sermons, as we see in the Book 
of Jubilees; were a tiresome iteration of the minutest Rab¬ 
binical rules, with a serious importance which regarded them 
as the basis of all moral order. The kind and quality of 
wood for the altar ; the infinite details of the law of tithes ; 
the moral deadliness of the use of blood ; or the indispens- 
ableness of circumcision on the eighth day, were urged 
with passionate zeal as momentous and fundamental truths. 
The morality and religion of the age had sunk thus low, and 
hence, the fervid words of Jesus, stirring the depths of the 
heart, created profound excitement in Capernaum. Men 
were amazed at the phenomenon of novelty, in a religious 
sphere so unchangeably conservative as that of the syna¬ 
gogue. “New teaching,” said one to the other, “and with 
authority—not like other Rabbis. They only repeat the old : 
this man takes on Him to speak without reference to the 
past.” -But if they were astonished at His teaching, 1 they 
were still more so at the power w’hich He revealed in con¬ 
nection with it. Among those who had gone to the syna¬ 
gogue that morning was an unhappy man, the victim of a 
calamity incident apparently to the age of Christ and the 
Apostles only.* He was “ possessed by a spirit of an unclean 
demon.” 8 Our utter ignorance of the spiritual wrorld leaves 
the significance of such words a mystery, though the popular 
idea of the time is handed down by the Rabbis. An unclean 
demon, in the language of Christ’s day, was an evil spirit 
that drove the person possessed, to haunt burial-places and 
other spots most unclean in the eyes of Jews. There were 
men who affected the black art, pretending, like the witch 
of Endor, to raise the dead, and, for that end, lodging in 
tombs, and macerating themselves with fasting, to secure 
t he fuller aid and inspiration of such evil spirits; and others 
into whom the demons entered, driving them involuntarily 
to these dismal habitations. 3 Both classes were regarded as 
under the power of this order of beings, but it is not told us 

1 Mark i. 22. Luke iv. 32. * Luke iv. 33. 

* Lightfoot , vol. iii. p. 141. 
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to which of the two the person present in the synagogue 
belonged. 

The service had gone on apparently without interruption 
till Jesus began to speak. Then, however, a paroxysm seized 
the unhappy man. Rising in the midst of the congregation, 
a wild howl of demoniacal frenzy burst from him, that must 
have frozen the blood of all with horror. “ Ha! ” yelled the 
demon. “ What have we to do with Thee, Jesus, the Na- 
zarene ? Thou comest to destroy us ! d I know Thee, who 
Thou art; the Holy One of God ! ” Among the crowd Jesus 
alone remained calm. He would not have acknowledgment 
of His Messiahship from such a source. “ Hold thy peace, 
said He, indignantly, “ and come out of him.” The spirit 
felt its Master, and that it must obey, but, demon to the last, 
threw the man down in the midst of the congregation, tear¬ 
ing him as it did so, and then, with a wild howl, fled out of 




him. Nothing could have happened better fitted to impress 
the audience favourably towards Jesus. “This new teach¬ 
ing,” said they amongst themselves, “ is with authority. It 
carries its warrant with it.”® 

So startling an incident had broken up the service for the 
time, and Jesus retired, with His four disciples, and the rest 
of the congregation. But His day’s work of mercy had only 
begun. Arriving at His modest home, he found the mother 
of Peter’s wife struck down with a violent attack of the local 
fever for which Capernaum had so bad a notoriety. The 
quantity of marshy land in the neighbourhood, especially at 
the entrance of the Jordan into the lake, has made fever 
of a very malignant type at times the characteristic of the 
locality, 1 so that the physicians would not allow Josephus, 
when hurt by his horse sinking in the neighbouring marsh, 
to sleep even a single night in Capernaum, but hurried him 


on to Tarichaea." 


It was not to be thought that He who had 


just sent joy and healing into the heart of a stranger, would 
withhold His aid when a friend required it. The anxious 
relatives forthwith besought His help, but the gentlest hint 
w'ould have sufficed. It mattered not that it was fever : He 
was forthwith in the chamber, bending over the sick woman, 
and rebuking the disease as if it had been an evil personality, 
He took her by the hand, doubtless with a look and words 
which made her His for ever, and gently raising her, she 
found the fever gone and health and strength returned, so 


1 Land and Book, p. 356. 


2 Vita, 72. 
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that she could prepare the midday meal for her household 
and their wondrous guest. 

The strict laws of the Jewish Sabbath gave a few hours of 
rest to all, but the blast of the trumpet which announced its 
close was the signal for a renewal of the popular excitement, 
now increased by the rumour of a second miracle. 1 With 
the setting of the sun it W'as once more lawful to move 
beyond the two thousand pa<?es of a Sabbath-day’s journey, 
and to carry whatever burdens one pleased. Forthwith, 
began to gather from every street, and from the thickly sown 
towns and villages round, the strangest assemblage. The 
child led its blind father as near the enclosure of Simon’s 


house as the throng permitted : the father came carrying 
the sick child ; men bore the helpless in swinging hammocks ; 
“ all that had any sick, with whatever disease,” brought them 
to the Great Healer. The whole town was in motion, and 
crowded before the house. What the sick of even a small 


town implied may be imagined. Fevers, convulsions, asthma, 
wasting consumption, swollen dropsy, shaking palsy, the 
deaf, the dumb, the brain-affected, and, besides all, “ many 
that were possessed with devils,” that last, worst symptom 

airing misery and dark confusion of the times. 

Would He leave them as thev were? They had taken it 

• + 

for granted that He would pity them, for was He not a Prophet 
of God, and was it not natural that, like £lijah or Elisha, the 
greatest of the prophets, the power of God might be present 
to heal those who were brought to Him P Already, more¬ 
over, His characteristics had won the confidence of the simple 
crowd. There must have been a mysterious sympathy and 
goodness in His looks, and words, and even in His bearing, 
that seemed to beckon the wretched to Him as their friend, 


of the desp 


and that conquered all uncorrupted hearts. It had drawn 
His disciples from the interests of gain, to follow Him in His 
poverty; it melted into tears the woman that was a sinner ; 
it softened the hard nature of publicans; and drew hundreds 
of weary and heavy-laden to Him for rest. Those who could, 
gathered wherever they might hope to find Him, and as it 
was this evening, those who could not move, had themselves 
carried into His presence. As many as could, strove to touch, 
if it were possible, even His clothes; others confessed their 
sins aloud, and owned that their illness was the punishment 
from God.- One would not venture to ask Him to come to 


* Matt. viii. 15. Mark L 39. Lube iv. 40. 
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his house ; another brought Him in that He might be, as it 
were, constrained to. help. The blind cried out to Him from 
the roadside, and the woman of Canaan followed Him in 
spite of His hard words. When He came near, even those 
possessed felt His Divine greatness. Trembling in every 
limb, they would fain have fled, but felt rooted to the spot, 
the evil spirits owning, in wild shrieks, the presence of One 
whose goodness was torment, and before whose will they 
must yield up their prey. 

The sight of so much misery crowding for relief touched 
Jesus at once and, He soon appeared at the open door, 
before the excited crowd. With a command, “Hold thy 
peace, and come out of Him,” a poor demoniac was presently 
in his right mind. The helpless lame stood up at the words 
“ I say unto thee, Arise.” The paralytic left his couch, at 
the sound of “ Take up thy bed and walk.” To some, He 
had a word of comfort that dispelled alarm and drove off 
its secret cause. “ Be it to thee according to thy faith.” 
“Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity.” “Be of 
good cheer, my son, thy sins are forgiven thee,” was enough 
to turn sorrow and pain into joy and health. Erelong He 
had spoken to all some word of mercy. The blind left with 
their sight restored ; the possessed thanked God for their 
restoration; the fever-stricken felt the glow of returning 
vigour; the dumb shouted His praises ; and thus the strange 
crowd went off one by one, leaving the house once more in 
the silence of the night. No wonder the Evangelist saw 
in such an evening a fulfilment of the words of the prophet, 
“ Himself took our infirmities and bore our diseases.” 1 

It was not, however, by popular excitement and mere out¬ 
ward healing that the kingdom of God was to be spread, but 
by the still and gentle influence of the Truth, working con¬ 
viction in individual souls. The noisy crowd ; the thronging 
numbers of diseased and suffering; the curiosity that ran 
after excitement, and the yearning for help which looked 
only to outward healing, troubled and almost alarmed Him. 
He had come to found a Spiritual Society, of men changed 
in heart towards God, and filled with faith in Himself as its 
Head; and the merely external and mostly selfish notions of 
the multitude could not escape His keen eyes. His Divine 
love and pity sighed over the bodily and mental distress 
around. But, as a rule, the sufferers thought only of their 

1 From the Hebrew, not the Greek, of Isaiah liii. 4. 

39 
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outward misery, in melancholy ignorance of its secret source 
in their own sin and guilt before God, and felt no wants 
besides, when their bodily troubles were removed. 

In one aspect, indeed, these miraculous cures furthered the 
great purpose of Jesus. They might prove no doctrine; for 
mere pow r er could not establish moral and spiritual truth. 
Miracles might possibly be wrought by other influences than 
Divine, and they left religious teaching to stand on its own 
merits, for they appealed only to the senses ; not, like truth, 
to the soul. The display of overwhelming power might 
almost seem, indeed, to endanger, rather than promote, the 
higher aim of Jesus; to win those whom He addressed. It 
awes and repels men to find themselves in the presence of 
forces which they can neither resist nor understand. Igno¬ 
rant minds tremble before powers which may be used to 
destroy them, and seek to win their favour by the flattery 
of worship; surrounding even human despotism with awful 
attributes, before which they cower in terror. 

Jesus, however, could appeal to His miraculous powers as 
evidences of His Divine mission, and often did so. Their 
value lay in the grandeur they added to His character. Even 
in the wilderness, He had refused to exert them, under any 
circumstances, either for His natural wants, or for His per¬ 
sonal ends, and He adhered to this amazing self-restraint 
through His whole career. It was seen from the first, that 
His awful powers were uniformly beneficent; that He came, 
not to destroy men’s lives, but to save them; that He used 
omnipotence to bless, but never to hurt. His words, His 
bearing, and His looks of Divine love and tenderness, doubt¬ 
less predisposed men to expect this, and His uniform course 
soon confirmed it. They saw that nothing could disturb His 
absolute patience, or rouse Him to vindictiveness. They 
heard Him endure meekly the most contemptuous sneers, the 
bitterest criticism, and the most rancorous hostility. No 
one denied His miraculous powers, though some affected to 
call them demoniac, in direct contradiction to their habitual 
exercise for the holiest ends. But they were so invariably 
devoted to the good of others, and so entirely held in 
restraint, as regarded personal ends, that men gradually came 
to treat Him with the recklesR boldness of hatred, notwith¬ 
standing such awful endowment. 

Round one so transcendently meek, self-interest found no 
motive for gathering. He who with such possibilities would 
do nothing for Himself, could not be expected to do more 
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for the personal ends of others. Hypocrisy had nothing to 
gain by seeking His favour. Only sincerity found Him 
attractive. But, on the other hand, with the uncorrupted 
and worthy, this characteristic gave Him unlimited moral 
elevation. No more sublime spectacle can be conceived 
than boundless power, kept in perfect control, for ends 
wholly unselfish and noble. Condescension wins admiration 
when it is only from man to man; when it showed itself 
in veiled Omnipotence, ever ready to bless others, but never 
used on its own behalf, it became a Divine ideal. Men saw 
Him clothed with power over disease, and even over death; 
able to cast forth spirits, or to still the sea; and yet accessible, 
full of sympathy; the lofty patriot, the tender friend, the 
patient counsellor; shedding tears, at times, from a full 
heart, and ever ready with a wise and gentle word for all; 
so unaffected and gentle that children drew round Him 
with a natural instinct, and even worldly hardness and vice 
were softened before Him ; and this contrast of superhuman 
power, and perfect humility, made them feel that He was 
indeed the Head of the Kingdom of God amongst men. The 
secret of His amazing success, as the founder of a new 
religions constitution for mankind, lay in the recognition 
of this perfect sacrifice of One so immeasureably great, 
culminating in “the death of the cross.” 1 It was the 

C 1 _ 

perfect realization, in Himself, of the life He urged on others. 
It implied the ideal fulfilment of all human duties, and no 
less so, of all Divine, for the heavenly love which alone 
could dictate and sustain such a career, was, in itself, the 
most perfect transcript of the nature of God. A life in 
■which every step showed kingly grace and divinely bound¬ 
less love, condescending to the lowliest self-denial for the 
good of man, proclaimed Him the rightful Head of the 
New Kingdom of God. 

The night which followed this busy and eventful Sabbath 
brought no repose to His body or mind. The excitement 
around agitated and disturbed Him. It was His first 
triumphant success; for, in the south, He had met with 
little sympathy, though He had attracted crowds. But 
curiosity was not progress, and excitement was not conver¬ 
sion. Lowliness and concealment, not noisy throngs, were 
the true conditions of His work, and of its firmest establish¬ 
ment and lasting glory. Mere popularity was, moreover, 


1 Ecce Homo , pp. 44 ff. 
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a renewed temptation; for, as a man, He was susceptible of 
tlie same seductions as His brethren. He might be drawn 
aside to think of Himself, and to His holy soul the faintest 
approach to this was a surrender to evil. Rising from His 
couch, therefore, while the deep darkness which precedes 
the dawn still rested on hill and valley, He left the house so 
quietly that no one heard Him, and went, once more, to the 
solitudes of the hills behind the town. Passing through 
groves of palms, and orchards of fig and olive trees, inter¬ 
mixed with vineyards and grassy meadows, with their 
tinkling brooks, so delightful in the East, and their unseen 
glory of lilies and varied flowers, He soon reached the 
heights, amongst which, at no great distance from the town, 
were lonely ravines where He could enjoy perfect seclusion. 
In the stillness of nature He was alone with His Father, 
and far from the temptations which troubled the pure 
simplicity of His soul, and His lowly meekness before God 
and man. We now see the glory of the path He chose; 
but while He lived, even His disciples would have planned 
a very different course. Why not take advantage of the 
excitement of the people to rouse the whole nation, as 
John had done? Was not His miraculous power a means 
of endless benefit to men, and should it not, therefore, be 
made the great feature of His work ? Vanity would have 
suggested plausible grounds for using His gifts in a way, 
that, in reality, was not in harmony with the great end 
of His mission. But His soul remained unsullied, like the 
stainless light. He came to do the will of His Father, and 
nothing could make Him for a moment think of Himself. 
In lonely communion with His own soul, and earnest prayer, 
the rising breath of temptation passed once more aw’ay.* 
Peter and Andrew, discovering his absence, when they 
awoke, were at a loss what to think. More sick persons were 
gathering, and the crowds of yesterday promised to be larger 
to-day. Hasting to the hills, to which they rightly sup¬ 
posed He had retired, and having at last found Him, they 
fancied He would at once return with them, on hearing that 
the whole people were seeking Him. But He had a wider 
sphere than Capernaum, and higher duties than mere bodily 
healing. “ I have not come to heal the sick,” said He, “ but 
to announce and spread the Kingdom of God. All I do is 
subordinate to this. Let us, therefore, go to the neigh¬ 
bouring towns, for I must preach the Kingdom of God to 
other cities, as well as to Capernaum.”* Nor would He be 
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persuaded to return for a time, though some of the people 
had already found out His retreat, and joined with the 
disciples in begging Him to do so. 

The circuit now begun was the first of a series, in which 
Jesus visited every part of Galilee, 1 preaching and teaching 
in the svna°'o<jue of each town that had one, and often, 
doubtless, in the open air. It was the bright and sunny 
time of the year, when the harvest was quickly ripening. 11 
The heat was already oppressive at noon, but the mornings 
and evenings permitted more easy travelling. It was a season 
of intense labour for the Saviour, of which the day’s work 
in Capernaum was only a sample. The bounds of Galilee 


embraced the many villages and towns of the Plain of 
Esdraelon, and the whole of the hilly country north of it, 


almost to Lebanon. Day by day brought its march from 
one village or town to others, over the thirsty limestone 


uplands, where the wanderer thankfully received the cup 
of cold water, as a gift to be recompensed in the Kingdom of 
God, or through glowing vineyards, or among the corn¬ 


fields ’whitening to the harvest, or falling under the sickle 
of the reaper. “Every day,” said Jesus to His disciples, 
“ has its own troubles; ” for weariness; possibly, at times, 
hunger; the dependence on hospitality for shelter; the pres¬ 
sure of crowds ; the stolid indifference of too many ; the idle 
curiosity of more ; the ever-present misery of disease in all its 


forms ; and, it may be, even thus early, the opposition of 
some, must have borne heavily on a nature like His. The 
news of His miracles had spread like running fire through 
the whole country, and attracted crowds from all parts. 
Beyond Palestine, on the north, they had become the com¬ 


mon talk of Syria; on the east, they had stirred the 
population of the wide district of the Ten Cities, 2 and of 
Perea; and, on the south, His name was on all lips in 
Jerusalem and Judea. Erelong, it seemed as if the scenes 


of John’s preaching were returning; for numbers gathered 
to Him frt»m all these parts, and fpllowed Him, day by day, 
in His movements through the land. His progress was, 
indeed, worthy of such an attendance, for no king ever 
celebrated such a triumph. Conquerors returning from 
victory over kingdoms and empires had led columns of 


trembling captives in their train. But, at every resting- 
place, a sad crowd of sufferers from all diseases and painful 
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affections, and of demoniacs, lunatics, and paralytics, was 
gathered in the path of Jesus, arid He healed them by a 
word or a touch. Escorted into each town by those whom 
He had thus restored—the lately sick and dying whom 
He had instantaneously cured—it is no wonder that the 
whole land rang witli the story. The enemies over whom 
He triumphed were pain, and sickness, and death, and the 
rejoicings that greeted Him were shouts of gratitude and 
blessing as the Prince of Life. 

Only one incident of this wondrous journey is recorded at 
any length. 1 In one of the cities Ho visited, 11c was sud¬ 
denly met by a man “full of leprosy;” a disease at ull times 
terrible, but aggravated, in the opinion of that day, by the 
belief that it was a direct “stroke of God,” as a punishment 
for special sins. 2 It began with little specks on the eyelids, 
and on the palms of the hand, and gradually spread over 
different parts of the body, bleaching, the hair white wher¬ 
ever it showed itself, crusting the affected parts with shining 
scales, and causing swellings and sores. Prom the skin it 
slowly ate its way through the tissues, to the bones and 
joints and even to the marrow, 8 rotting the whole body 
piecemeal. The lungs, the organs of speech aud hearing, 
and the eyes were attacked in turn, till, at last, consump¬ 
tion or dropsy brought welcome death. Dread of infection 
kept men aloof from the sufferer, and the Law proscribed 


him, as, above all men, unclean. The disease was heredi¬ 
tary to the fourth generation. No one thus afllieted could 
remain in a walled town, though he might live in a village. 1 
There were different varieties of leprosy, but all were 
dreaded as the saddest calamity of life. The leper was 
required to rend his outer garment, to go bareheaded, and 
to cover his mouth so as to hide his beard, as wus done in 
lamentation for tho dead. He had, further, to warn passers 
by away from him by the cry of “ Unclean, unclean ; not 
without the thought that the sound would call forth a prayer 
for the sufferer, and less from the fear of infection, than to 
prevent contact with one thus visited by God, and unclean. 1 
He could not speak to any one, or receive or return a saluta¬ 
tion. In the lapse of ages, however, these rules had been in 
some degree relaxed. A leper might live in an open village, 


» Matt. viii. 2-4. Mark i. 40-46. Luke v. 12-16. 
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with any one willing to receive him and to become unclean 
for his sake, and he might enter the synagogue, if he had 
a part specially partitioned off for himself, 1 and was the 
first to enter the building, and the last to leave. He even at 
times ventured to enter a town, though forbidden under the 
penalty of forty stripes. But it was a living death, in the 
slow advance of which a man became daily more loathsome 
to himself, and to his dearest friends. “ These four are 
counted as dead,” says the Talmud, “ the blind, the leper, the 
poor, and the childless.” - 

The news of the wondrous cures wrought on so many had 
reached the unfortunate man, who now dared the Law, to 
make his way to the Healer. Falling at His feet in humble 
reverence, he delighted the spirit of Jesus by, perhaps, the 
first open confession of a simple and lowly faith—“ Lord, if 
Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean.” To kneel before 
Him, and address Him by such a title, was, indeed, only 
what he would have done to any one greatly above liim; k but 
such frank belief in His power, and implicit submission to His 
will, touched the tender heart of Christ. Moved with com¬ 
passion for the unfortunate, there was no delay—a touch of 
the hand, and the words, “ I will : be thou clean,” and he rose, 
a leper no longer. To have touched him, w r as, in the eyes of 
a Jew, to have made Himself unclean, but He had come to 
break through the deadly externalism that had taken the 
place of true religion, and could have shown no more strikingly 
how He looked on mere Rabbinical precepts than by making 
a touch which, till then, had entailed the worst uncleanness, 

cr 

O 

the hand on a leper was the proclamation that Judaism was 
abrogated henceforth. 

The popular excitement had already extended widely, and 
a cure like this was certain to raise it still higher. With 
the Baptist in prison on a pretended political charge, and 
the people full of political dreams in connection with the 
expected Messiah, all that might fan the flame was to be 
dreaded. Excitement, moreover, was unfavourable to the 
great work of Christ. He needed a thoughtful calm in the 
mind, for lasting effects. The kingdom of God which He 
proclaimed was no mere appeal to the feelings, but sought 
the understanding and heart. Turning to the newly cured, 
therefore, He counselled him earnestly not to tell any one 


the means of cleansing. Slight though it seemed, the puttin 
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what had happened, threatening him with His anger, if he 
should disobey. 1 “ Go to Jerusalem,” said He, “ and show 
yourself to the priest, and make the offerings for your cleans¬ 
ing, required by the Law, as a proof to your neighbours, to 

the priests, the scribes, and the people at large, that you are 
really clean.” 

A certificate of the recovery of a leper could only be given 
at Jerusalem, by a priest, after a lengthened examination 
and tedious rites, and, no doubt, these were duly undergone 
and performed. To describe them will illustrate the “ bond¬ 
age ” of the ceremonial law, as then in force. With his heart 
full of the first joy of a cure so amazing, for no one had 
ever before heard of the recovery of a man “ full of leprosy,” 
he set off to the Temple for the requisite papers to authorizo 
his return, once more, to the roll of Israel. A tent had to 
be pitched outside the city, and in this the priest examined 
the leper, cutting off all his hair with the utmost care, for 
if only two hairs were left, the ceremony was invalid. Two 
sparrows had to be brought at this first stage of the 
cleansing; the one, to be killed over a small earthen pan of 
water, into which its blood must drop ; the other, after being 
sprinkled with the blood of its mate,—a cedar twig, to which 
scarlet wool and a piece of hyssop were bound, being used to 

do so,—was let free in such a direction that it should flv to 

9 #» 

the open country. After the scrutiny by the priest, the 
leper put on clean clothes, and carried away to a running 
stream those he had worn, to wash them thoroughly, and to 
cleanse himself by a bath. He could now go into the city, but 
for seven days more could not enter his own house. On the 
eighth day after, he once more submitted to the scissors of the 
priest, who cut off whatever hair might have grown in the 
interval. Then followed a second bath, and now he had 
only carefully to avoid any defilement, so as to be fit to 
attend in the Temple next morning, and complete his cleans¬ 
ing. The first step in this final purification was to offer 
three lambs, two males and a female, none of which must be 
under a year old. Standing at the outer edge of the court 
of the men, which he was not yet worthy to enter, the leper 
waited the longed-for rites. These began by the priest 
taking one of the male lambs destined to be slain as an 

n % _ 

atonement for the leper, and leading it to each point of the 
compass in turn, and by his swinging a vessel of oil on all 
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sides, in the same way, as if to offer both to the universally 
present God. He then led the lamb to the leper, who laid 
his hands on its head, and gave it over as a sacrifice for his 
o-uilt. which he now confessed. It was forthwith killed at 
tlie north side of the altar, two priests catching its blood, 
the one in a vessel, the other in his hand. The first now 
sprinkled the altar with the blood, while the other went to 
the leper and anointed his ears, his right thumb, and his 
right toe with it. The one priest then poured some oil of 
the leper’s offering into the left hand of the other, who, in 
his turn, dipped his finger seven times into the oil thus held, 
and sprinkled it as often towards the Holy of Holies. Each 
part of the leper which before had been touched with the 
blood, was then further anointed with the oil, what remained 
being poured or wiped off on his head. 

The leper could now enter the men’s court, and did so 
passing through it to that of the priests. The female lamb 
was next killed as a sin-offering, after he had put his hands 
on its head, part of its blood being smeared on the horns of 
the altar, while the rest was poured out at the altar base. 
The other male lamb was then slain for a burnt sacrifice; the 
leper once more laying his hands on its head, and the priest 
sprinkling its blood on the altar. The fat, and all that was 
fit for an offering, was now laid on the altar, and burned as 
a “sweet-smelling savour” to God. A meat offering of fine 
wheat meal and oil ended the whole ; a portion being laid 
on the altar, while the rest, with the two lambs, of which 


only a small part had been burned, formed the dues of the 
priest. 1 It was not till all this had been done that the full 
ceremony of cleansing, or showing himself to the priest, had 
been carried out, 1 and that the cheering words, “ Thou art 
pure,” restored the sufferer once more to the rights of citizen¬ 
ship and of intercourse with his fellows. No wonder that 
even a man like St. Peter, so tenderly minded to his ancestral 


religion, should speak of its requirements as a yoke which 
“ neither our fathers nor we are able to bear.” 2 


Of the after-history of the leper thus cleansed we are not 
informed. It appears, however, that his joy at being healed 
was too great to be repressed even by Christ’s grave impo¬ 
sition of silence. The multitudes around Jesus would soon, 
of themselves, spread news of the miracle, but the cured 
man widened and heightened the excitement by telling 
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everywhere, on his road to Jerusalem, what had befallen him. 
The result was that Jesus could no longer enter a town or 
city, so great was the commotion His presence excited. Nor 
was it of any avail that He retired to the open country, for 
even when He betook Himself to the upland solitudes, great 
multitudes continually sought Him out,'” either to hear His 
words, or to be healed of their various diseases. 

In such busy and exhausting scenes the days of early 
autumn passed. But, whatever the returning toils of each 
morning, the Saviour still craved and secured hours of lonely 
calm, for we read in St. Luke that, during all these w r eeks, 
He was wont to withdraw, doubtless by night, into lonely 
places to pray. 1 

■ 

1 * {nro'X'Wpujp. Imperfect of custom. Winer , p. 259. 


LIGHT AND DAEKNESS. 


T HE cnre of the leper seems to have resulted in Jesus 

returning, for a time, to Capernaum. He had acted with 
the greatest caution during-His mission, to avoid giving offence, 
and thus raising opposition which would have been fatal, at 
the very opening of His ministry. From many a hill-top on 
His journeyings, He and His disciples had, doubtless, often 
looked to the mountains in the south-east, amidst which John 
lav, a helpless prisoner; and they must have felt that tho 
prince who had thus cut short the work of the great Reformer 
might be readily moved to the same violence towards them¬ 
selves. Jesus had, therefore, shunned notoriety ; and though 
He never hesitated to accept homage, where it was sincere 
and spontaneous, He had never demanded it, and had kept 
even His miraculous powers in strict subordination to the 
great work of proclaiming the advent of the kingdom of 
God. The appeals of pain and misery had, indeed, constrained 
Him to relieve them, but He had accompanied His miracles 
by a strict prohibition of their being made more publicly 
known than was inevitable. 

In spite of every precaution, however, the report of His 
wonderful doings spread far wide, and drew ever increasing 
attention. Political circles, as yet, did not condescend to 
notice Him, but He was already watched by the sleepless 
eyes of the ecclesiastical authorities. It was enough that 
He acted independently of them. Not to be with them was, 
in their eyes, to be against them, for they claimed, as the 
spiritual leaders of the nation, the sole direction of its 
religious teaching. The more wonderful His works, the 
greater their excitement, and the keener their jealousy. In 
any case, therefore, the words which accompanied such ex¬ 
traordinary manifestations, would have been watched with 
the closest scrutiny, for any chance of vindicating their care 
of the religious interests entiusted to them. In an age of 
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such rigid literalism and unchanging conservatism, no teacher 
■with the least individuality of thought or expression could 
hope to escape, where the determination to condemn was 
already fixed. Far less was it possible for one like Jesus— 
so sincere amidst general insincerity, so intense and real 
amidst what was hollow and outward, so pure and elevated 
amidst what was gross and worldly, so tenderly human 
amidst what was harsh and exclusive—to avoid giving pre¬ 
text for censure. The priests and Rabbis through the whole 
land felt instinctively that their influence was imperilled by 
His lightest word. They already were coldly suspicious. 
The next step would be to blame, and they would seek, 
before long, to destroy Him; for it has, in all ages, been the 
sad characteristic of the leaders of dominant religious parties, 
to confound the gratification of the worst passions’ with 
loyalty to their office. 

Perhaps Jesus had hoped that in Capernaum, at least, He 
would find an interval of repose, for His absence might have 
been expected to have allayed the excitement. No spot in 
Palestine seemed less likely to be disturbed by the hostility of 
the schools. In Jerusalem men looked back to a past dating 
from Melchisedek, and were its slaves; but Capernaum was 
so new that its name does not occur at all in the Old Testa¬ 
ment. He soon found, however, that the dark and hateful 
genius of Rabbinism, with its puerile customs and formulas, 
and its fierce bigotry, was abroad through the whole land. 

It was vain to expect that a “ city set on a hill M could be 
hidden. He had scarcely re-entered the town before it ran 
from mouth to mouth that He had returned and was at 
home. 1 Crowds presently gathered, and filled not only the 
house, but the space before it. There was to be no rest for 
the Son of Man till He found it in the garden grave of Joseph 
of Arimathea. The applause, the gaping wonder, the huge 
concourse of people, were only a grief to Him. He had 
broken away from them before, and sought refuge from the 
temptations they tended to excite, in lonely prayer by night, 
on the neighbouring hills, under the pure and silent stars. 
They had followed Him on His journey from town to town, 
and now on His return to Capernaum, the clamour of voices, 
and the pressure of throngs, beset Him more than ever. 
Had anxiety to hear the truths of the new spiritual kingdom 
caused this excitement it would have been healthy, but it had 


* Matt. ii. 2-9. Mark ii. 1-14. Luke v. 17-28. 
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been already shown only too clearly that, while men believed 
in His power to heal, they cared little for His higher claims. 
Regret for bodily illness, or ready sympathy with the 
sufferers, simply as under physical trouble, were evidently 
the only thought, to the exclusion of any- sense of graver 
spiritual disease in all alike. The very maladies often re¬ 
vealed moral impurity as their cause ; and the selfish struggle 
for His favour, and the too frequent ingratitude of the cured, 
saddened His soul. Of the multitudes whom He had healed, 


most had disappeared, without any signs of having heeded 
His appeals and warnings. Even the leper, who had at least 
promised silence, was hardly out of His presence before he 
forgot his pledge. 1 He was already the Man of Sorrows, 
but Divine compassion still urged Him to heal. 

To make the trial greater, it was evident that mischief was 
brewing. The Rabbis were astir. They had heard of the 
multitudes attracted from the other side of the Jordan on the 


east, from as far as Jerusalem 2 and even Idumea on the 
south, and from Phenicia> on the north, 3 and had followed 
the crowds, and gathered in Capernaum from every town of 
Galilee and Judea, and from Jerusalem itself, to hear and 
see the new wonder. Sensitive in their own interest, they 
came with no friendly motive, but cold and hostile, to criticize 
and, if possible, to condemn. 

Even in Galilee the influence of the order was great. It 
had done immense service to the nation in earlier days, in 
kindling an intense feeling of nationality, and an enthusiasm, 
for their faith, at first healthy and beneficial, though now 
perverted. 4 The Rabbis were the heads of the nation in the 
widest sense, for the religion of the people was also their 
politics. They were the theologians, the jurists, the legisla¬ 
tors, the politicians, and, indeed, the soul of Israel. 5 The 
priests had sunk to a subordinate place in the public regard. 
The veneration which the people felt for their Law was 
willingly extended to its teachers. They were greeted 
reverently in the street and in the market-place, men rising 
up before them as they passed; the title of Rabbi was 
universally accorded them ; the front seats of the synagogues 
were set apart for them, and they took the place of honour 
at all family rejoicings, that they might discourse incident- 


1 Schenkel, Charakterbild, p. 76. 2 Matt. iv. 22, 28. 
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ally to the company on the Law. Wise in their generation, 
they fostered this homage by external aids. Their long 
robes, their broad phylacteries or prayer fillets, on their fore¬ 
head and arm, and their conspicuous Tallithin, with the sacred 
tassels dangling from each corner, were part of themselves, 
without which they were never seen. The people gloried in 
them as the crown of Israel, and its distinguishing honour 
above all other nations.* “Learn where is wisdom.” says 

_ m 

Baruch, “ where is strength, where is understanding. It has 
not been heard of in Canaan, nor seen in Teman. The 
Hagarenes seek wisdom, and the traders of Merun and 
Teman, and tlid poets and philosophers, but they have not 
found out the way of wisdom or discovered her path. God 
has found out the whole way of wisdom and hath given it to 
His servant Jacob, and to Israel, His beloved.” 1 Jerusalem 
was, naturally, while the Temple worship continued, the 
head-quarters of the wisdom of the Rabbis, but they were 
found in all the synagogue towns both of Judea and Galilee. 
They formed the members of the local ecclesiastical and 
criminal courts, over the country, and at Jerusalem virtually 
controlled the authorities, and thus framed the religious and 
general law for the nation at large, so far as allowed by the 
Romans. Their activity never rested. Whether as guests 
from the Holy City, or as residents, they pervaded the land, 
visiting every school and synagogue, to extend their influence 
by teaching and exhortations. A Rabbi, indeed, could move 
from place to place with little trouble, for, in most cases, lit; 
lived by trade or handicraft, and could thus unite business 
and religion in his missionary journeys. Their ceaseless cir¬ 
cuits are painted in the Targum on Deborah’s song. It 
makes the prophetess say—“ I am sent to praise the Scribes 
of Israel, who ceased not, in the evil times, to expound the 
Law. It was beautiful to see how they sat in the synagogues 
and taught the people the words of the Law ; how they 
uttered the blessings and confessed the truth before God. 
They neglected their own affairs, and rode on asses round the 
whole land, and sat for judgment.” The paraphrase is an 
anachronism when applied to the age of the Judges, but it 
vividly illustrates Rabbinical zeal in the days of Christ. 2 

Soon after His return to Capernaum, an incident occurred 
which led to the first open difference between Jesus and this 
all-powerful order. The crowds had gathered in such num« 
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bers at Peter’s house, that not only the house itself, but the 
space before it was once more full. Among the audience 
were Scribes from all parts, to see if they should unite with 
the new movement and turn it to their own purposes, or take 
measures against it. If we may judge from the ruins on the 
site of the town, the house was only a single very low storey 
high, with a flat roof, reached by a stairway from the yard or 
court, 1 2 and Jesus may have stood near the door in such 
a position as to be able to address the crowd outside, as well 
as those in the chamber. 1 * Possibly, however, there were two 
storeys in this particular house, as there must have been 
in some in the town, and in that case the upper one would 
probably be a large room—the “ upper ” and best chamber— 
such as was often used elsewhere by Rabbis, for reading and 
expounding the Law to their disciples,- and Jesus may have 
stood near the open window, so as to be heard both outside 
and within. 3 

From some favourable spot He was addressing the thickly 
crowded audience respecting the kingdom of God, so long 
prophesied, and now at last in their midst, when four men 
approached bearing a sick person, on a hammock slung 
between them. It proved to be a man entirely paralyzed. 
Unable to make their way through the throng, the bearers 
went round the house to see what should be done. They 
had perhaps come from a distance, and were thus too late to 
get at once near the great Healer. The outside stairs to the 
roof, however, offered them a solution of their difficulty. 
The sick man was bent on getting to the feet of Jesus, and 
willingly let them take him to the house-top, which they 
were able to do by fastening cords to the hammock, and 
pulling it up, after they themselves had got up to it by the 
narrow and ladder-like steps. 

Their trembling burden once safely on the roof, the rest 
was easy. Eastern houses are, in many ways, very different 
from ours, but in none more strikingly than in the lightness 
of the roof. Rafters are laid on the top of the side walls, 
about three feet apart, and on these short sticks are put, till 
the whole space is covered. Over these, again, a thick coating 
of brushwood, or of some common bush, is spread. A coat of 
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mortar comes next, burying and levelling all beneath it, and 
on this again is spread marl or earth, which is rolled Hat 
and hard . 1 Many roofs, indeed, are much slighter—earth 
closely rolled or beaten down, perhaps mixed with ashes, 
lime, and chopped straw, being all the owners can afford—and 
thus, even at this day, it is common to see grass growing on 
the house-top after the rains, and repairs of cracks made by 
the sun’s rays are often needed in the hot season, to prevent 
heavy leakage . 2 It is thus easy to break up a roof when 
necessary, and it is often done. The earth is merely scraped 
back from a part, and the thorns and short sticks removed, 
till an opening of the required size is made . 3 

Through some such simple rooHng the four bearers now 
opened a space large enough to let down the sick man into 
the chamber where Jesus stood . 0 Cords tied to the couch 


made the rest easy, and the paralytic was presently at the 
feet of Jesus. He lay there, the living dead, but his outward 
troubles were not his greatest. Looking on his calamity 
as a punishment from God for past sins—perhaps feeling 
that it had been brought upon him by a vicious life—he was 
even more sorely stricken in spirit than in body. No one, 
he felt, could help him but He to reach whom had been 
his deepest wish. To be healed within, was even more with 
him than to be restored to outward health. He had nothing 


to say; perhaps he could not speak, for palsy often hinders 
articulation. But his eyes told his whole story, and He 
before whom he had thus strangely come, read it at a glance. 
He was still a young man, which in itself awakened sympathy ; 


but he had, besides, in his anxiety to get neat 


*, by whatever 


means, and the humility which sought cleansing from guilt 


more than restoration to health, shown a recognition of 


Christ’s higher dignity as the dispenser of spiritual blessings. 
With an endearing word used by teachers to disciples, or by 
superiors in age or rank, Jesus flashed the light of hope 
on his troubled spirit.. “My child,” said He, “ thy sins are 
forgiven thee.” 

It was a wondrous utterance, and must have sounded still 
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more strangely, when thus first heard, than to ns, who have 
been familiar with it from childhood. No one had ever 
heard Him admit, even by a passing word, His own sinful¬ 
ness ; He showed no humility before God as ar sinner ; never 
sought pardon at His hands. Yet no Rabbi approached 
Him in opposition to all that was wrong, for He went even 
beyond the act to the sinful desire. The standard He 

t 

demanded was no less than the awful perfection of God. 
But those around heard Him now rise above any mere tacit 
assumption 

open contrast to sinners, in the claim not only to announce 
the forgiveness of sins by God, but, Himself, to dispense it. 
He pardons the sins of the repentant creature before Him, on 
His own authority, as a King, which it would be contradictory 
to have done had He Himself been conscious of having sin 
and guilt of His own. It was clear that He could have 
ventured on no such assumption of the prerogative of God, 
had He not felt in Himself an absolute harmony of spiritual 
nature with Him, so that He only uttered what He knew was 
the Divine will . 1 It was at once a proclamation of His own 
sinlessness, and of His kiugly dignity as the Messiah, in 
whose hands had been placed the rule over the new tlieo- 


o£ this sinless purity by His setting Himself m 


cracy. 

The Rabbis felt, in a moment, all that such words implied. 
Their only idea of a religious teacher was that he should 
never venture a word on his own authority, but slavishly 
follow other earlier Rabbis. They had all the conservatism 
of lawyers. One Beth-din could not put aside the decision 
of another, unless it was superior in wisdom and numbers , 2 
and how little likely it was that, even in such a case, any 
decision should be superseded, may be judged from the fact 
that for any one to dispute with a Rabbi or murmur against 
him, or to hesitate in accepting and obeying his every word, 
was no less a crime than to do the same towards God Himself . 3 


Even the people had caught the spirit of changeless con¬ 
servatism from their teachers, for, when John Hyrcanus, with 
a kindly view to relieve them from an almost intolerable 
burden, ventured to prohibit some trifling Rabbinical rules 
of the Pharisees, his well-meant liberality, instead of gaining 
him favour, excited hatred against him as an intruder and 
innovator . 4 The type of a strict Rabbi found its ideal in 
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Schammai, the rival of Hillel, and fonnder of the school 
which was most bitter against Jesus. It was not enough 
that he sought to make even young children fast through the 
whole Day of Atonement: during the Feast of Tabernacles he 
had the roof taken from the room in which lay his daughter- 
in-law and her new-born son, to have a tent raised over them, 
that the baby might be able to keep the feast . 1 

The lofty words of Jesus at once caught the ears of the 
lawyers, on the watch. They sounded new, and to be new 
was to be dangerous. Nothing in Judaism had been left 
unfixed: every religious act, and indeed, every act whatever, 
must follow minutely prescribed rules. The Law knew 
no such form as an official forgiving of sins, or absolution. 
The leper might be pronounced clean by the priest, and a 
transgressor might present a sin-offering at the Temple, and 
transfer his guilt to it, by laying his hands on its head and 
owning his fault before God,—and the blood sprinkled bv the 
priest on the horns of the altar, and towards the Holy 
of Holies, was an atonement that “ covered ” his sins from 
the eyes of Jehovah, and pledged his forgiveness. Hut that 
forgiveness was the direct act of God ; no human lips dared 
pronounce it. It was a special prerogative of the Almighty," 
and even should mortal man venture to declare it, he could 
only do so in the name of Jehovah, and by His immediate 
authorisation. But Jesus had spoken in His own name. 
He had not hinted at being empowered by God to act for 
Him. The Scribes were greatly excited ; whispers, ominous 
head-shakings, dark looks, and pious gesticulations of alarm, 
showed that they were ill at ease. “ He should have sent 
him to the priest to present his sin-offering, and have it ac¬ 
cepted ; it is blasphemy to speak of forgiving sins ; He is 
intruding on the Divine rights.” The bhvsphemer was to bo 
put to death by stoning, his body hung on a tree, and then 
buried with shame. :$ “ Who can forgive sins but One 

God?” 

It was the turning point in the life of Jesus; for the 
accusation of blasphemy, now muttered in the hearts of the 
Rabbis present, was the beginning of the process which 
ended, after a time, on Calvary; and He knew it. The 
genius of Rabbinism was in direct antagonism to that of 

1 Derenbourp, p. 190. 

* Exod. xxxiv. 7. Ps. xxxii. 2, 5. Jer. xxxi. 84 ; xxxiii. 8 . 

* Lev. xxiv. 16. Ant., iv. 8. 6. 
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His “ new teaching 1 .” Christ required a change of heart, the 
Rabbis, instruction; He looked at the motive of an act, they 
at its strict accordance to legal forms ; He contented Himself 
with implanting a principle of pure and loving obedience in 
the breast, which should make men a law to themselves, 
they taught that every detail of religious observance, from 
the cradle to the grave—to the very smallest—should be 
prescribed, and rigidly followed in every formal particular. 
He promised the Divine Spirit to aid His followers to a 
perfect obedience; the Rabbis enforced obedience by the 
terrors of the Church courts, which they controlled. 1 Rest¬ 
ing thus on wholly different conceptions—the Rabbi, self- 
satisfied in the observance of external rites and require¬ 
ments ; Jesus repudiating merit, and basing His kingdom 
on the willing service of humble and grateful love—the only 
question was, how long, in an intoleiunt theocracy,-active 
hostility might be averted. The lowly, wandering Galilsean 
teacher, who despised long robes and phylacteries, and asso¬ 
ciated with the rude and ignorant, from whom the Rabbis 
shrank as accursed for not knowing the Rabbinical law; 
who had no licence as teacher from any Beth-din; who had 
attended no Beth-ha-Midrash, or Rabbis’ School of the Law, 
and was thus a mere untrained layman, usurping clerical 
functions, was instinctively suspected and hated, though they 
could not affect to despise Him. The kingdom of God which 
He preached was, moreover, something new and irregular. 
In the words of Baruch, 2 they expected that all who kept the 
Law in their sense, would, in return, have eternal life as a 
right, as, indeed, one of their proverbs plainly put it—“ He 
who buy6 the words of the Law, buys everlasting life.” 3 
Esteeming themselves blamelessly righteous, 4 they not only 
despised others, but claimed Heaven, as the special favourites 
of God. It must, therefore, have been galling in the extreme, 
to hear Jesus demand humility and repentance and faith in 
Himself, as the universal conditions of entrance into the new 
kingdom of God; to be confounded with the crowd, on whom 
1h y looked as Brahmins on Sudras; and to be stripped of 
their boasting, and even of their hopes of future political 
glory, by the proclamation of a new and purely spiritual 
theocracy, in the place of the national restoration of which 

1 Pressel, Rabbinismus, in Herzog , vol. xii. p. 473. 

* Baruch iv. 2. 3 P. Aboth. 

* Phil. iii. 6. Luke xviii. 9. Matt, xxiii. 23. 
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they dreamed, with themselves at its head. 1 Only a spark 

was wanting to set their hostility ablaze, and this had now 
been supplied. 

For the time they were helpless in the presence of so much 
enthusiasm for Jesus, but this only increased their bitter¬ 
ness, on their finding that He had kept His eyes on them, 
and knew their thoughts. They were now still more con¬ 
fused by His openly asking them, “ Why they were thinking 
evil in their hearts?” He had long felt that He could not 
hope to make any healthy impression on a class who affected 
to regard Him as half beside Himself on religious matters,? 
and as one who had set Himself up as a Rabbi, and excited 
the people against their teachers. He knew that they put 
the worst construction on all He said, and were laving up 
matter for future open attack. But no passing thought of 
fear disturbed Him. He had come to witness to the truth, 
and at once accepted the challenge which their hostile looks 
and bearing implied. Without waiting to be assailed, He 
suddenly asked them, “ Which is easier ? To sav to this 
paralytic. Thy sins are forgiven, or to say, Rise, and take up 
thy bed and go ? ” There might be deception about the 
forgiveness, for no one could tell if the absolution were of 
auy avail, but there could be none respecting the cure of a 
helpless living corpse. Turning to the bed without waiting 
an answer, He continued—in irresistible self-vindication— 
“ That ye may know that the Son of Man has authority on 
the earth to forgive sins,—^Rise, poor man, take up the mat on 
which you have been lying, and go home.” It was enough ; 
sensibility and power of motion returned to the helpless 
limbs; muscles and nerves lost their torpor j strength poured 
once more through the veins. Slowly, scarce realizing 
what it meant, he rose, little by little, his eyes fixed on his 
Deliverer, till, at last, he stood erect before Him, to sink at 
His knees again in grateful adoration. But he could not he 
allowed to stay. Stepping back, Without saying a word, 
Jesus, by a look, motioned him to retire, and lifting the 
mat, d he did so, his eyes still fixed on his Helper, as he made 
his way backward through the awe-stricken crowd. 

The effect was electrio. The Scribes were, for the time, 
discomfited. Amazement and fear mingled with religious 
awe. “We never saw it thus,” cried some, while others, 

1 Sekriftgelehrte, in Herzog, vol. xiii. p. 740. 
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with true Eastern demonstrativeness, broke out into praise 
of God who had given such power to men. Meanwhile, 
Jesus glided out of the apartment, sad at heart, for the 
shadow of the cross had fallen on His soul. 

A number of disciples must, by this time, have been gained 
in different parts, but the inner circle gathered by Jesus 
as His personal followers, was as yet limited to the few whom 
He had first “ called.” Another was, now, however, to be 
added to their number. Capernaum, as a busy trading town, 
on the marches between the dominions of Philip and those of 
Antipas, and, from its being on the high road between 
Damascus and Ptolemais, 1 had a strong staff of custom¬ 
house officers, or publicans,® to use the common name. The 
traffic landed at Capernaum from across the lake, or shipped 
from it, had to pay dues, and so had all that entered or left 
the town in other directions. There were tolls on the high¬ 
ways and on the bridges, and at each place the humbler 
grades of publicans were required, while a few of a higher 
rank had charge of the aggregate receipts of the minor 
offices of the district. These officials were often freedmen, or 
even slaves of the larger farmers of the local imposts ; some¬ 
times natives of the part, and even poor Roman citizens. 
The whole class, however, had a bad name for greed and 
exaction. 2 So loud, indeed, and serious, did the remon¬ 
strances of the whole Roman world become, at the tyranny 
and plunderings thus suffered, that, a generation later, Hero 
proposed to the Senate to do away with taxes altogether, 
though the idea resulted only in an official admission that 
the “ greed of the publicans must be repressed, lest they 
should at last, by new vexations, render the public burdens 
intolerable.” 3 The underlings, especially, sought to enrich 
themselves by grinding the people; and the checks they 
caused to commerce, the trouble they gave'by reckless ex¬ 
amination of goods and by tedious delays, by false entries 
and illegal duties, made them intensely hated. “ Bears and 
lions,” said a proverb, “ might be the fiercest wild beasts in 
the forests, but publicans and informers were the worst in 
the cities.” 4 The Jews, who bore the Roman yoke with 
more impatience than any other nation, and shunned all 
contact with foreigners, excommunicated every Israelite who 

1 Acre. 

3 Liv., xxv. 3: xlv. 18. Cic . ad Quint ., i. 1, 11. Verr., i. 10; iii. 10. 

* Tac. Ann., xiii 50. * Stub. Semi., ii. 34. 
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became a publican, and declared him incompetent to bear 
■witness in their courts, and the disgrace extended to his 
whole family. Nobody was allowed to take alms from one, 
or to ask him to change money for them. They were even 
classed with highway robbers and murderers, 1 or with 
harlots, heathen, and sinners. No strict Jew would eat, or 
even hold intercourse with them. 2 

With a supreme indifference to the prejudices of the day, 
Jesus resolved to receive one of this proscribed order into 
the chosen group of His followers. With a w ide and generous 
charity, He refused to condemn a whole class. That they 
were outcasts from society was a special reason why He, the 
Son of Man, should seek to win them to a better life. He 
refused to admit anything wrrong in paying tribute to Cirsuiy* 
and hence saw no sin in its collection. There was no neces¬ 


sity for a publican not being just and faithful, alike to the 
people and to the State, and He had seen for Himself that 
there were some against whom nothing could be justly 
urged. 1 It was, moreover, a fundamental principle with Him, 
that the worst of men, if they sincerely repented, and turned 
to God, should be gladly received, as prodigal sons who 
sought to regain the favour of their Father in heaven. He 
had come to seek and to save that which was lost, and He 
sought to proclaim to mankind that He despaired of none, 
by recognising, in the most hopeless, the possibility of good. 
Looking abroad on the world with a Divine love and com¬ 
passion that knew no distinction of race or calling, He 
designed to show, at its very birth, that the Kingdom He 
came to establish was open to all humanity, and that the 


only condition of citizenship was spiritual fitness. 

Among the staff of publicans employed in collecting 
duties at Capernaum, was one whom his name, Leri, marked 
as belonging to the old priestly tribe, though, perhaps, born 
in Galilee, and now sunk to so questionable a position. He 
had another name, Matthew, however, by which he is better 
known as one of the Apostles, and the author of the first 


Gospel. His business was to examine the goods passing 
either way on the great high road between the territories of 
the two neighbouring tetrarchs, to enter them on the official 
record, to receive the duties and credit them in his books, in 


older, finally, to pay over the gross proceeds, at given times, 


1 M. Nrdar, iii. 4. 
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to the local tax-farmer. He seems to have been in comfort¬ 
able cirenmstances, and it is, perhaps, due to his clerkly 
habits as a publican, that we owe to him the earliest of the 
Gospels. He was the son of one Alpheus, the name of the 
father of James the Less. They may, however, have been 
different persons, as the name was a very common one ; 1 and 
we know that there were two Judes, two Simons, and two 
called James, in the little band round Jesus. 

Doubtless Levi, or Matthew, had shown an interest in the 
new Teacher, and had been among- the crowds that thronged 
Him. The quick eye of Jesus had read his heart, and seen 
his sincerity. Though a publican, he was a Jew, and showed 
repentance and hopeful trust, which made him a true son of 
Abraham. The booth in which, in Oriental fashion, he sat 
at his duties, was at the harbour of the town, on the way 
to the shore where Jesus was in the habit of addressing the 
throngs who now always followed Him, and it needed only 
a look and a word of the Master, to make him throw 
his office, and cast in his lot with Him. 


up 

At the command 
of Jesus he “ left all, rose up, and followed Him ; ” not, of 
course, on the moment, for he would have to take formal 
steps to release himself, and would require to settle his 
accounts with his superior, before he was free. Henceforth, 
however, he attended Him who soon had not where to lay 
His head. It was a critical time for Jesus, and His admis¬ 
sion of a publican as a disciple could not fail to irritate His 
enemies still more. But He had no hesitation in His course 
Sent to the lost, He gladly welcomed, to His closest intimacy, 
one of their number in whom He saw the germs of true 
spiritual life, in calm disregard of the prejudices of the 
time, and the false religious narrowness of His fellow- 
countrymen, and their ecclesiastical leaders. He desired, in 
the choice of a publican as apostle, to embody visibly His 
love for sinners, and show the' quickening virtue of the 
kingdom of God, even in the most unlikely. 

An act so entirely new and revolutionary, in the best 
sense, was too momentous in the eyes of Matthew to pass 
unnoticed. It was the opening of a new day for the mul¬ 
titudes whom the narrow self-righteousness of the Rabbis 
had branded as under the curse of God, and had condemned 


as hopeless before Him. The new 


U 


call 




of Jesus was in 


vivid contrast to that of Abraham and Moses, for Abraham 


1 Light foot, Acts i. 13. 
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had been separated even from his tribe, and Moses summoned 
only the Jews to found the theocracy he proposed to estab¬ 
lish. The “ call ” which Matthew had obeyed was as infinitely 
comprehensive &9 the earlier ones had been rigidly exclusive. 
It showed that all would be admitted to the Society Jesus 
was setting up, whatever their social position; if they had 
spiritual fitness for membership. Caste was utterly dis¬ 
allowed ; before the great Teacher, all men, as such, were 
recognised as equally sons of the Heavenly Father. Accus¬ 
tomed from infancy to take this for granted, we cannot 
realize the magnitude of the gift this new principle inaugu¬ 
rated, or its astounding novelty. A Brahmin, who should 
proclaim it in India, and illustrate the social enfranchisement 
he taught, by raising a despised Pariah to his intimate inter¬ 
course and friendship, would be the only counterpart we can 
imagine at this day. 

It was natural, therefore, that Matthew should celebrate 
an event so unique as his call, by a “ great feast 1 in his 
house,” in honour of Jesus ; and no less so that he should 
invite a large number of his class, to rejoice with him at the 
new era opened to them, or that He should extend the invi¬ 
tation to his friends of the proscribed classes generally. A 
number of persons in bad odour with their more correct fel¬ 
low-citizens were, hence, brought together by him, aloDg with 
the publicans of the locality, to do Jesus honour; persons 
branded by public opinion as “ sinners,” a name given indis¬ 
criminately to usurers, gamblers, thieves, publicans,shepherds, 
and sellers of fruit grown in the sabbath years. 2 It might 
have seemed doubtful whether Jesus would sit down with 
such a company, for, even with us, it would be a bold step 
for any public teacher to join a gathering of persons in bad 
repute. The admission of Matthew to the discipleship must 
have seemed to many a great mistake. Nothing could more 
certainly damage the prospects of Jesus with the influential 
classes, or create a wider or deeper prejudice and distrust. 
But nothing weighed for a moment with Him against truth 
and right. His soul was filled with a grand enthusiasm for 
humanity, and no false or narrow exclusiveness of the day 
could be allowed to stand in its way. He accepted the invi¬ 
tation with the readiest cheerfulness, and spent the evening 
in the pleasures of friendly social intercourse with the 
9trange assembly. 


1 Luke v. 29-39. Mark ii. 15-22. Matt. ix. 10-17. * Sank., xxt. 2. 
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The Rabbis had hardly as yet made np their minds how 
to act respecting: Him. They had attended John’s preaching, 
though they did not submit to His baptism, which would 
have been to admit his sweeping charges against their order, 
as a brood of serpents. But Jesus had not as yet attacked 
them. He would fain have won them, as well as the people, 
to the kingdom of God. He had preached this kingdom, 
and the need of righteousness ; had honoured Moses and tho 
prophets ; had pressed, as His great precepts, the love of 
God and our neighbour ; and in all these matters the Phari¬ 
sees could support Him. He had enforced moderation on His 
disciples, and had sought intercourse with the Rabbis, rather 
than shunned it. His reply to their earlier opposition was 
gentle, though unanswerable. Ho doubt He knew from the 
first that they would reject His overtures, but it was none 
the less right to seek to woo them to friendship, that they 
might enter His kingdom if they would. 1 Had they joined 
Him, their influence would have aided His work; if they 
refused, He had done His part. He did, indeed, win some. 
Here and there a Rabbi humbled himself to follow Him, 
though He did not belong to the schools, and was the deadly 
opponent of their cherished traditions. Others hesitated; 
but some even of the leading Pharisees, as at Capernaum, 
invited Him to their houses and tables, listened to His 
teaching, reasoned modestly with Him, and treated Him, 
every way, with respect. He was looked upon by them as 
a friend of the nation, and the title of Rabbi was willingly 
given Him. 2 

But it became clearer, each day, that there could be no 
alliance between views so opposed as His and theirs. Where 
action was needed He would not for a moment conceal His 
difference from them, and Matthew’s feast was an occasion 
on which a great principle demanded decisive expression. 

To the Rabbis, and the Pharisees at large, nothing could 
be more unbecoming and irregular than the presence of Jesus 
at such a gathering. To be Levitically “clean,” was the 
supreme necessity of their religious lives. They regarded 
themselves as true friends of their race, and they were, in 
fact, the leaders of the nation. But they looked at men not 
simply as such, but through the cold superficial medium of 
an artificial theology, which dried up their sympathy. Their 

1 Matt. ix. 6, 12 ; xii. 3. 

3 Matt. viii. 19 ; xvii. 10; xix. 16. Mark xii. 28. 
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philanthropy was narrowed to the limits of Levitical purity. 
Publicans and sinners, and the mass of the lower classes, 
were, to a Pharisee, hopelessly lost, because of their “ unclean¬ 
ness,” and he shrank from all contact with them. He might 
wish to save, but he dared not touch, or come near them, and 


so left them to their misery and sin. No Pharisee would 


receive 


<< 


sinner. 


a person as a guest if he suspected that he was a 
” * He would not let one of the “ Am-ha-aretzm ”— 


the common people—touch him. 2 It was unlawful to come 
into their company, even with the holy design of inducing 
them to read the Law, 3 and it was defilement to take food 
from them, or, indeed, from any stranger, or even to touch a 
knife belonging to them. 4 The thousands “ unclean ” from 
mere ignorance, or from their callings, or from carelessness, 
were an “ abomination,” “ vermin,” “ unclean beasts,” and 
“ twice accursed.” 5 And as to touch the clothes of one of 


the “ common people,” defiled every Pharisee alike, while the 
touch of those of a Pharisee of a lower grade of Levitical 
purity defiled one of a higher. Like the Essenes, one 
Pharisee avoided the contact of another less strict, and, 
therefore, of a lower rank of holiness. 6 

It must, therefore, have been as if a Brahmin had outraged 
every idea of Hindoo religion and morals, by sitting down at 
a meal with Sudras, when the Rabbis at Capernaum saw 
and heard of Jesus reclining at table among a promiscuous 
gathering of publicans and sinners. 7 

They had not yet, however, come to open controversy with 
Him, and contented themselves with contemptuous taunts 
about Him to the disciples, who, as Jews, must have at least 
formerly shared the sovereign contempt felt for such hated 
social outcasts. Even to hold a religious service with them 
would have been a breach of the Law, but to join them on 
a footing of friendly intercourse ! “ Founder of a new holy 

kingdom of God, and recline at table with pnblicans and 
sinners!”* How keenly such words must have wounded 
men like Peter, and the small knot of disciples who followed 
JeBns, may be imagined. They had been taught in the school 
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of the Baptist, an earnest Jew, who had enforced ultra- 
Pliarisaie Judaism. The early scruples of Peter survived 
even to apostolic times. 1 James was a Nazarite till his death, 
if we can trust tradition, 11 and even Matthew, the priestly 
publican, for his name Levi shows him to have been of priestly 
race, is said to have eaten, through life, only fruit, vegetables, 
and bread, but no flesh. 2 In their perplexity and distress 


and not sacrifice 


acts 


they appealed to Jesus. 

It was well they did so, for their distress procured for all 
ages an answer of Divine sweetness and grandeur. “ To 
whom should I go but to such as these ? The whole have no 
need of a physician, but they that are sick. 1 Turn to the 
prophets whom yon revere, and think what the words of 
Hosea mean, 3 ‘ I desire mercy k 
rather than offerings—practical godliness, not legal forms— 
Divine sympathy wdth the lost, rather than only the empty 
show of outward worship—for I have not come to call the 
righteous, but to call sinners to repentance. I expect nothing 
from men who think they are righteous, and despise others. 4 
They feel no need of Me. My help is needed for just such 
‘ sinners ’ as they would have me leave to perish,” 

Jesus had not, of course, the bodily sick in His thoughts. 
He spoke of the mass of the people of the middle and lower 
ranks, too sadly marked by religious shortcomings and un- 
worthiness. The guests at Matthew’s table were, doubtless, 
more or less open to accusations of covetousness, impurity, 
indifference to morality and religion, and doubtful worth as 
citizens. John would have kept himself aloof from them, 
unless they came, as penitents, for baptism. He had lived in 
wildernesses, apart from men, shrinking from the turmoil 
of the great world. He had even forbidden lawful enjoy¬ 


ments and pleasures. He had 


sought 


to build up the 


Kingdom of Heaven on the lonely banks of the Jordan, far 
from men, by sternly commanding the broken hearts that 
sought peace and consolation from him, to live lives of Jewish 
austerity and repentance. Jesus required a change of heart 
no less than he, but He did not lead men out of the world to 
secure it, or burden life with the anxiety and disquiet of 
efforts after out wal'd purity. 

He came trustfully to them into their little world, bringing 


1 Gal. ii. 11. Acts x. 9. 2 Clement, Pccdag., ii. 1. 
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with Qim a heart full of Divine benevolence and tender 
gentleness. In His eyes they were “ sick,” and He treated 
them like a true physieian, entering into all their interests, 
sympathizing with their cares and sorrows, realizing their 
special wants, and bearing Himself as a friend among friends. 
They were men, and, as such, capable of sorrow for sin, and 
efforts towards a nobler life, They had hearts to recognise 
goodness, and might thus be won to faith in Himself, as the 
ideal of the highest spiritual life. Nothing can mark the 
grandeur of His enthusiasm for humanity, more than that 
He thus proposed to lay the foundation of His kingdom in a 
class on which the priests and theologians, and the higher 
ranks of the day, looked down with haughty contempt and 
moral aversion. It shows how deeply He looked into things, 
that He recognised the greater openness for the Truth of 
castes thus discredited; their more frank and decisive 
bearing towards the startling innovations of His teaching; 
their deeper longing for peace of conscience and reconciliation 
to God. It was the sense of this that had led to the choice 
of His first disciples from the ranks of the people ; and it was 
this, in part, that led to that of Matthew. In his case, how¬ 
ever, there was, also, the proclamation of His indifference 
to outward distinctions, or rules, afterwards formulated by 
Peter—who had never forgotten the lesson—into the memor¬ 
able words, “ Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter 
of persons, but, in every nation, he that feareth Him, and 
w’orketh righteousness, is accepted of Him.” 1 A truth evi¬ 
dent enough to-day, but carrying with it, when inaugurated 
by Jesus, an entire revolution in the religious history of man¬ 
kind. 

The Divine charity that ran so counter to the narrow pride 
of the Rabbis was no less startling to the disciples of John, 
but there were other difficulties to both. No open breach 
had yet taken place, and a friendly conference might explain 
much. Jesus had silently left the harsh discipline of fasting 
behind, and had prescribed no formal rules for prayer, 1 such 
as were common to the Rabbis and their disciples, and to 
those of the Baptist; and now a deputation came to ask Him 
for an explanation. - The Law of Moses had appointed only 
one fast in the year, on the Day of Atonement, but the Rab¬ 
bis had added many, both public and private. They enjoined 
one for the Destruction of Jerusalem by the Chaldeans, and 
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others for various incidents connected with the siege, or the 
troubles of the first period after the Captivity. There was 
another to lament the day on which the translation of the 
Scriptures into Greek had been finished, and every public 
calamity or emergency was signalized by a fast specially 
enjoined by the authorities. It was rather to private fasts, 
however, that allusion was made. Strict Pharisees, aiming 


at the 


highest degree 


receiving: revelations. 

o 


of merit, fasted voluntarily every 
Monday and Thursday, to commemorate, respectively, the 
going up of Moses to the Mount on the fifth nay, to receive 
the renewed tables of the Commandments, and his descent on 
the second. They often added other fasts, 1 to have lucky 
dreams, and to obtain their interpretation; for, like the 
Essenes, the Pharisees looked on fasts as a preparation for 

They fasted also to avert evil, or to 
procure some good. Mortification and self-infliction had 
become a formal religions merit, in the mercenary theology 
of the day, and was paraded before the world by some, to 
heighten their reputation for holiness. 2 The idea had, at 
first, risen from a fancied opposition between the body and 
the soul; as if the latter could only be duly raised by 
depressing the former. But asceticism was contrary to the 
genius of the new kingdom of God, which laid no stress on 
meat, or drink, or abstinence from them, but on “ righteous¬ 
ness, peace, and joy, in the Holy Ghost.” 3 

Even prayer had been reduced to a mechanical system, 
as part of “ the hedge of the Law,” invented by the Rabbis. 
Iso one could lay greater stress on it than Jesus, when offered 
as the utterance of contrite humility ; but, as a part of a 
system of merit like the Rabbinical theology of the day, He 
held it lightly. No precepts could be more worthy than 
many found, even yet, in the Rabbis, respecting the true 
worth of prayer; “ but, in practice, these higher teachings 
had fallen into wide disuse. It had come to be tedious for 
length, and abounded in repetitions. 4 Minute rules for correct 
prayer were taught, with fixed hours, and prescribed forms, 
and superstitious power was assigned to the mere words. 
The householder was to repeat the Sch’ma in his house 
morning and evening, to drive away evil spirits. To say it 
when in bed was like grasping a two-edged sword, to slay the 


1 Sepp, vol. ii. p. 310. Winer, Fasten. Nork , p. 59. Lightfoot, vol. ii, 
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assaulting demons. 1 The mere form of prayer, if recited 
rightly and often, was counted as merit laid up in heaven. 
To say the Sch’ma often was, in fact, in the phrase of the 
Rabbis, “ to make the kingdom of heaven one’s own.” 3 

It could not be doubtful how Jesus would bear Himself 
to views so opposed to inner and spiritual religion. Silently 
Emitting any reference to the objection respecting prayer, 
He addressed Himself to the question of fasting. “ His 
presence with His disciples was like that of a bridegroom 
with his companions, during the marriage rejoicings. 1 ' 1 Could 
He ask them to fast while He was with them P It would be 
time for them to do so when He was taken away from them. 
They would fast then I ” Seizing the opportunity, and 
addressing the disciples of John especially, Ho went even 
further. “ John had sought to- do what was worse than 
hopeless—to renew the old theocracy by merely external 
reform ; to patch up the old and tom robe of Judaism, and 
make it serve a new age. It was as vain as a man’s sewing a 
piece of raw unteazled cloth on the rent of an old garment ; 
the patch could only tear off so much more and make the 
rent worse, while the patch itself would be a mere shred. 
Or, it was like putting new wine into old skins, which must 
burst when the wine fermented. 0 New teaching, like His, 
must be put into new bottles ; the forms and rites that had 
served till now were of no more use; a now dispensation 
had come, which these forms would only cumber. 4 New 
forms were needed for the new religious life He came to in¬ 
troduce.” 


Words so fatal to cherished prejudices must have struck 
deep, but the hearts He had unavoidably wounded wore not 
left without tender soothing. “ It was no wonder that John 


had clung to the faith of his fathers, even in its outward 
accidents. He had drunk of the old wine, and would not 


change it for new; contented to know that ‘the old was 
good.’ ” Henceforth, however, the position of Jesus to the 
worn-out forms of the past was unmistakable. He had choson 
His path, and would lead mankind from the bondage of the 
letter to the freedom of the spirit, and the worshippers of 


1 Berachoth Bab., 4 b. Berachoth Jems., 4 4 . 
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the letter arrayed themselves against Him. As became the 
Founder of the first purely spiritual religion the world had 


He henceforth silently ignored the 


seen, He henceforth silently ignored the ceremonial law, 
avoiding open condemnation, but bearing Himself towards 
it throughout as He did in the matter of circumcision, which 
He never enforced on His disciples, or demanded from be¬ 
lieving heathen, and never commended, though He never, in 
words, condemned it. The whole ritual system, of which it 
was the most prominent feature, was treated as merely in¬ 
different. 1 

It was indescribably touching to see, at the very threshold 
of our Lord’s public life, that even when He uses so joyous 
an image of Himself as that of a bridegroom, He dashes in 


the picture with shadow. He had begun His course by the 
Temptation; but, thenceforward, to the close His path lay 
through struggle, suffering, and self-sacrifice, to a far other 

CT5 Oo 1 O' 1 

glory than that which was expected in the Messiah. He would, 
indeed, have known His nation and their Roman masters— 
the dominant Pharisees, and the priesthood—badly, not to 
have foreseen, from the first, that He would have to pass 


through the fiercest conflict, only to reach a tragic end. 
Thoughts of self-denial, self-sacrifice, even to the surrender 
of life; of losing life that He might gain it; of the corn 
dying that it might bring forth fruit, run like a dark thread 
through all His discourses, to the very end. He sends His 
Apostles forth like sheep amongst wolves ; foretells their 
suffering the bitterest persecution; and consoles them only 
with the one thought that it should content the disciple to 
be on the same footing with Himself. 2 In the Sermon on 
the Mount, He predicts that all who believe on Him will 
suffer hatred and evil treatment. 3 He recognises those alone 
as His true followers who, denying themselves, take up His 
cross and bear it. 4 He has nothing to promise His disciples 
but that they should be servants, submitting patiently to the 
extremest wrong, and has no higher vision even for Himself. 6 
He may rejoice, as the bridegroom, with His friends, for a 
time, but wall soon be taken away from them. 6 A kingdom 
founded on such a basis of deliberate self-denial and self¬ 


sacrifice, is unique in the history of the world. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 


THE CHOICE OF THE TWELVE, AND THE SERMON ON THE 

MOUNT. 

TTOW long Jesus remained at Capernaum is not told us, 

but we may readily believe that He was glad to leave 
it, with its gathering opposition, as soon as possible. Though 
it was His ceutre of action, the Kingdom needed to be 
proclaimed over the whole land. Preaching was the special 
agency on which He relied, far more than on any displays 
of supernatural power. It was by it He designed to work 
the stupendous spiritual miracle of the new birth of Israel 
and of Humanity. As the Founder of a religion which 
had no code of laws and repudiated force, addressing itself 
solely to the free convictions of men,—the living word and 
its illustration in His own life, were alone open to Him as 
means for its diffusion. The hearts and‘souls of men must 
be won to the highest truth, by persuading the conscience, 
and thus influencing the will. In these earlier months He 
took advantage of the facilities of the synagogue service, 
to gain the ear of the people, but His preaching was very 
different from the stereotyped lifelessness of the Rabbis, 
and excited universal astonishment by its originality, power, 
and resistless enthusiasm. 1 At a later time, when His 
“ new doctrine ” had roused the opposition of the authorities, 
the use of the synagogues was no longer granted Him. 2 
But, even from the first, He did not confine Himself to 
fixed times or places. He addressed the people on the 
shores of the lake, on the lonely slopes and valleys of the 
hills, in the streets and market-places of towns and vil¬ 
lages, at the crossing points of the public roads, and even 
in houses; 3 any place, indeed, that offered an audience, was 

1 Mark i. 22. Luke iv. 16. 
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alike to Him. The burden and spirit of His preaching may 
be gathered from the Gospels throughout. He proclaimed 
Himself the Good Shepherd seeking to bring back the lost 
sheep to the heavenly fold; to quicken an dr turn towards 
God the weak, sinful, human will, and to breathe into the 
soul aspirations after a higher spiritual life, from the fulness 
of His own perfect example. 1 

To win all, He moved as a man among men, a frieud 
among friends, a helper amongst all who needed help; 
declining every outward honour or flattery, or even the 
appearance of either.- While advancing the most amazing 
pretensions as His kingly prerogative, He was, personally, 
so meek and lowly that He could make this gentle humility 
a ground for the trust and unembarrassed approach of all 
who were troubled. Content with obscurity, and leaving 
to others the struggle for distinction or place, He chose a 
life so humble that the poorest had no awe of His dignity, 
but gathered round Him as their special friend. His tastes 
were in keeping with this simplicity, for He delighted in 
the society of the lowly, and children clustered in His steps 
with the natural instinct that detects one who loves them. 
He was never engrossed by His own affairs, but ever ready 
to give Him self np to those of others—to counsel them in 
difficulties, to sympathize with them in their sorrows or joys, 
and to relieve their sickness or wants. 3 It is His grand pecu¬ 
liarity, that there is a total oblivion of self in His whole life. 
The enthusiasm of a Divine love, in the pure light of which 
no selfish thought could live, filled His whole soul. He 
showed abiding sympathy for human weakness, 4 and to 
cheer the outcast and hopeless, He announced that He came 
to seek such as to others seemed lost. In His joy over a 
sinner won back to righteousness He hears even the angels 
of God rejoicing. 

There had never appeared in any age such a man, sujh a 
friend, or such a helper. He seemed the contrast of a king 
or prince, and yet all His words were kingly, all His acts 
a succession of the kingliest deeds, decisions, and commands, 
and His whole public life, the silent and yet truest founda¬ 
tion of an everlasting kingdom. He must, indeed, have 
seemed anything rather than the founder of a new society, 
or of a new empire, and it must have startled men when 
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they found that He had, by His works and life, established 
in the midst of the old theocracy the framework of the most 
imperishable and the widest-reaching empire this earth has 

former religious 
His absolute self- 

e times when the 
claims of the truth, or the service of His kingdom, brought 
out the full grandeur of His power and kingly greatness. 
It was thus when He had to meet and confute prejudice and 
error, or to heal the sick and diseased. At times we shall 
see Him forced to blame and condemn, but this was only a 
passing shadow on the clear heaven of His unvarying grace 
and love. It is impossible to realize such an appearance, 
but we can imagine it in some measure. The stainless 
truth and uprightness which filled His whole nature; the 
exhaustless love and pity which were the very breath of 
His spirit; the radiant joy of the bridegroom wedding 
redeemed humanity; the calm light as of other worlds in 
His every look, may well account for the deathless love 
and devotion He inspired in those w’hom He suffered to 
follow Him. 1 

The widening success of His work had already required 
an addition to the small circle of His immediate attendants. 
But a single accession, like that of Matthew, was, erelong, 
not enough. It soon became necessary to select a larger 
number who should be constantly in His company, and 
receive His instructions, that they might, in due time, go 
forth to proclaim the Kingdom over a w'ider area than He 
could Himself reach. Its laws, its morality, its relations to 
the Old Dispensation, must be taught them, and they must 
catch His enthusiasm by such a lengthened intercourse in 
the familiarity of private life, as would kindle 2 iu their souls 
the ideal He presented. That they should follow Him at all 
would be left to themselves, but the choice would be made 
by Himself, 3 of such as, on various grounds, He saw fittest. 
They were to be apostles, 4 or missionaries, and would have, 
for their high commission, the organization of the new king¬ 
dom of God, first in Israel, and then through the wor Id. 

To accept such an invitation implied no little enthusiasm. 
No earthly reward was held out, but, on the contrary, the 

1 Ewald, GtsehiehU, vol. v. pp. 306, 307. 
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sacrifice of all personal claims was demanded. They were 
to abandon tlieir former calling, whatever it might be, with 
all its present or prospective advantages, to give up all 
family ties, to bear the worst indignities and ill-treatment, 
and yet repress even just resentment. They were to hold 
their lives at His service, and willingly yield them, if it re¬ 
quired the sacrifice. 1 A measure of self-restriction is implied 
as the basis of any state, for no society could flourish where 
its interests, as a whole, are not spontaneously considered 
before those of the individual citizen. But the self-abnegation 
required by Jesus in those admitted to the Kingdom He was 
now founding, was without a parallel, for "while earthly 
states return an equivalent, in many ways, for the self- 
surrender they impose, He proclaimed from the first that 
those who became His followers must do so “ hoping for 
nothing again ” to compensate for any self-sacrifice, even the 
greatest. In the case of the “Apostles,” the self-surrender 
was not merely contingent, but present and final, for He 
held before them no prospect through life but privation and 
persecution, and even possible martyrdom. In the next 
world, indeed, He promised rewards, but He precluded mere 
mercenary hopes even of these, by making them conditional 
on unfeigned sincerity in the obedience to His laws and love 
of His person. The mere hypocrite—or actor—could have 
no object in joining Him, and. was indignantly denounced. 
The truest honesty in word and deed were alone accepted, 
and the want of it, in any degree, was the one fatal moral 
defect. 2 

It is not surprising, therefore, that all who offered them¬ 
selves as His followers were not accepted. Where He saw 
unfitness, he repelled advances. To a Rabbi who came 
saluting Him as “ Teacher,” and professing his willingness 
to follow Him as His disciple, He returned the discouraging 
answer, that the foxes had holes, and the birds of the air 
nests, but the Son of Man—the Messiah*—had not where to 
lay His head. 3 It might have seemed of moment to secure 
the support of a Rabbi, but Jesus had seen the worldly bent 
of his thoughts, and thus turned him aside, by blasting 
any hopes of advantage or honour in joining Him. Even 
indecision or hesitation, whatever the ground, was fatal to 
admittance to His favour. The request of a disciple to go 
first and bury his father, before finally following Him, was 

1 Eece Homo, p. 120. * Ecce Homo, p. 122. 8 Matt. viii. 19. 
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only met by the command to follow Him at once, and leav<* 
the spiritually dead to bury the corporeally dead : to put off 
decision, even for so worthy a cause as desire to perform 
the last offices to a father, was dangerous ! “ Go, thou, and 

preach the kingdom of God.” 1 The devotion due to it, 
unreservedly, could not be shared, even b y the claims of 
affection and earthly duties. A request to be allowed to bid 
his household farewell, before finally leaving them, was met 
by a similar answer—“ No man having put his hand to the 
plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” a 
The indispensable condition of admittance into the select 
band who followed and lived with Him, was an engrossing 
enthusiasm for Himself and His work, which permitted 
concern for no second interest whatever. 3 

He had determined to surround Himself with a small body 
of such trustworthy followers, limiting the number, by an 
association natural to His race, to twelve. They were to 
form the closest, inmost circle of His disciples, and to be, 
in fact, His friends and companions. He would give them 
His fullest confidence: open His mind to them more fully 
than to others : and, by living among them, inspire them 
with His own fervour, and mould them to His own likeness. 
They would see how His soul never unbent from its grand 
enthusiasm : how He never w’earied in His transcendent 
devotion of body and spirit to His work. In seeing and 
hearing Him, they w T ould gain experience: in the opposition 
and trials they met in His company, their fidelity would be 
put to the test, and, in the end, they would be qualified for 
the special work for which they had been chosen—to be sent 
forth to preach, and to repeat the miraculous w r orks of their 
Master, as evidence of His Divine authority. 4 

It is not stated definitely where the selection of the 
Apostles was made. His preaching had already gained a 
“great multitude” 5 of disciples, who followed Him in His 
journey from town to town, along with a vast crowd drawn 
after Him by various motives. The movement was rapidly 
assuming an importance like that of John; it was extend¬ 
ing over the nation. Withdrawing Himself from the throng, 
by night, as was His frequent custom, He retired once 
more into the hills to pray, and continued in devotion till 

1 Lake ix. 60. * Luke ix. 62. 
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morning. 1 Brought up among hills, He was ever fond of 
their solitude, their pure air and open sky, which seemed to 
bring Him nearer His Father. It was somewhere, apparently, 
in the hilly background of the Sea of Galilee, for though 
spoken of as “ the mountain,” there are no means of deciding 
the precise locality. When the day broke, instead of seeking 
rest, He revealed the subject of His night-long communion 
with H is Heavenly Father, by proceeding to select His 
future Apostles. The crowd of His disciples had returned, 
with the new day, from the neighbouring towns and villages 
w here they had spent the night, when Jesus, coming down 
from His solitary devotions, gathered them once more round 
Him, and “ calling to Him whom He Himself would,” 
“ appointed twelve, that they might be with Him, and that 
He should send them forth to preach—to heal sicknesses, 
and to cast out devils.” 2 

His choice was necessarily made from a comparatively 
small number, for the majority must have lately joined Him, 
and must thus have been, as yet, little known. 8 So far as 
possible He made His selection from those who had been 
longest with Him, and whom He had, in some measure, 
proved; but they were as a whole, simple, unlearned, plastic 
men of the people; for Jesus had already seen that the 
spiritual regeneration of Israel must rise from the humbler 
classes. 4 He knew that the educated men of the nation, the 
Rabbis and priests, were perverted and prejudiced, and He 
could not look to the officials or authorities of any grade, or 
to the prevailing religious schools. The commonalty w r ere 
sounder, freer from the errors of the age,—more open to the 
eternal truths He came to announce, and more ready to 
accept the spiritual kingdom He came to found. 5 Yet, it 
may be, that had the choice been wider, some one might have 
been available from the trained intellects of the nation, with 
results it would be vain to conjecture. Had Paul been one 
of the twelve now chosen by Christ, how much might have 
been changed in the record of the Gospels by the genius, the 
Rabbinical training, the breadth of mind, and the grand 
loving enthusiasm which almost founded Western Christi¬ 
anity ? Christ laid no stress on their former social position 
or religious party, for they included, on the one side, a pub¬ 
lican, who was also a Levite, and on the other, one who had 

1 Lnke vi. 12. 2 Mark iii. 13, 14. 3 Schcvkel , p. 76. 
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belonged to the ultra-puritan zealots, the fanatical party of 
Judas the Galiloean. Nor did He require them to be unmar¬ 
ried, for Peter, we know, had a wife, and if we may trust 
the tradition of the Armenian Church, the only Apostles 
who were single were the sons of Zebedee, b and Thomas. 1 
The Capernaum circle yielded Him no fewer than seven of 
the twelve,—Peter, and his brother Andrew, who lived with 
him ; two sons from the house of Zebedee,—James and John ; 
two sons of Alphceus, 0 —James the Little and Jude, who is 
commonly distinguished as Lebbteus, “ the stout-hearted,” or 
Thaddaeus, “ the brave.” 2 The publican Matthew was also 
from Capernaum, and was the third from the household of 
Alpheeus, if the name refer to the father of James the Little 
and Jude; and Philip belonged to the village of Bethsaida 
in its immediate neighbourhood, making in all, eight of 
the twelve, virtually from the same favoured place. Of 
the remaining four, Nathanael, the son of Talrnai, the Bar¬ 
tholomew of our version, was from Cana, ou the north side 
of the plain of El Battauf, on which Jesus had so often 
looked down from the Nazareth hill-top. Thomas—ready to 
die, but slow to believe: manly and full of grave tenderness, 
—whose Hebrew name 3 was sometimes turned into the 
Greek equivalent Didymus, “ the twin,”—wns the same 
person, one tradition says, as Judas, the brother of Jesus; as 
if Mary had had a double birth, after bearing her eldest son. 4 
If so, one of the household amongst whom Our Saviour had 
grown up, one son of His mother, redeemed the general cold¬ 
ness of the rest. The name of Simon the Zealot, another 
Galileean, and that of the only Apostle from Judea,—Judas, 
the traitor, of the village of Kerioth, 6 in the south of Judah 
—close the list. 

Such -was the band which Jesus now gathered round Him. 
At least four—James and John, and James the Little and 
Jude—seem to have been His relations or connections, to 
whom, if we accept the tradition I have quoted, we must 
aid Thomas. d One, at least, was of priestly race,—tho 
degenerate Levite, Matthew, who had sunk to an office held 
so utterly infamous as a publican’s. He and the sons of 
Zebedee seem to have been in a fair position, but Peter—whom 

1 Fwald, vol. v. p. 395. * John xiv. 22. Hausrath, vol. i. p. 386. 
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we see, in the forty days after the Resurrection, once more 
busy as a fisherman, in his boat on the Lake of Galilee; naked, 
perhaps literally, as the fishermen there still often are,® that 
he might the better, like them, drag the met after him 
through the water, as he swam with it; or casting his fisher's 
coat round him, and leaping into the lake to swim ashore 

—is, it may be, a fair illustration of the social 


to 


Jesu 


l 


5 


position of most of his brethren in the Apostolate. 

In the lists given in the Gospels, Peter, the host of His 
Lord at Capernaum, always holds the first place, but there 
are variations in the order assigned to others. A true Gali- 
laean, Peter was energetic and fiery, rather than self-con¬ 
tained and reflective. Warm-hearted and impulsive, he had 
at once the strength and weakness of such a temperament. 
He is always the first to speak for his brethren; he craves 
earnestly one moment what he as earnestly refused the instant 
before; he is the first to draw the sword for Jesus, but also 
the first to deny Him. John recognises his risen Master first 
at the Lake of Galilee, but Peter throws himself forthwith 
into the lake, and is the first to reach Jesus’ feet; his 
thoughts flash at once into acts, and he has to be rebuked 

O ___ 7 

for too ready counsel. Though for a moment he denies 
Christ, a look melts him, and tradition only fills up what we 
feel a true picture, when it tells us that he rose each night, 
through life, to pray for forgiveness at the hour at which he 
had sinned so weakly; or when it speaks of him, as at last 
crucified with his head downwards, thinking himself un¬ 


worthy of a nearer approach to the death of his Lord. 

In Peter, Jesus had an apostle who gave up his whole 
being to his Master. No one was more receptive of lofty 
impressions, and with this moral sensibility, there was a 
ready, quick, happy insight, which divined the significance 
of Christ’s words with swift intelligence. Yet, with this 
delicacy of forecast, and true conception of the inner and 
the expressed thoughts of Jesus; with his quick eye for the 
signs of the times, and his zeal to act on their indications, 
he was deficient in sharp logical power of thought and in 
tenacious strength of will. In this combination of strength 
and weakness, he was the most perfect type pf the Galilaean 
in the Apostolate, and became a special friend of Christ, who 
found in him the most enthusiastic of His followers ; the 
reflection, in some respects, of His own nature, and a heart 
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than which none beat truer, though in the most decisive 
moments he proved no firm support, but a bending reed, weak 
from momentary trust in himself rather than on his Lord. 1 

James and John, the sons of Zebedce, were men of a 
different mould. They supplied what was wanting in Peter. 
Ready to accept the new ideas, and reproducing them for 
themselves, with mingled enthusiasm and freshness of con¬ 
ception, they had the same intense devotion to their Master 
as Peter, with something, at times, of the same artless and 
unconscious self-prominence. Their energy of will, and 
quick flaming up at any opposition, were marked features 
of both, and obtained for them, from Jesus, the name of 
“ the Sons of Thunder.” In their zeal for His honour they 
would have called down judgment from heaven against an 
inhospitable village, and wished to silence an unknown 
worker, who spoke in His name, though he did not belong 
to the Twelve. In James, the Apostles had their first martyr, 
but John lived to be the last survivor of them all. Hot zeal, 
based on intense devotion, was, however, only a passing 
characteristic, at least of John. He, of all the Twelve, 
drank deepest into his Master’s Spirit, and realized it most. 
Self-contained, meditative, tender, he thought less of Christ’s 
acts, than of the words which were the revelations of His 
inner Being. His whole spiritual nature gave itself up to 
loving contemplation of the wondrous life passing before 
him. We owe to him, in his Gospel, an image of the higher 
nature of our Lord, such as only one to whom He was all in 
all could have painted. If perfect love beget love in return, 
it was inevitable that John should win the supreme place in 
Christ’s affection. If the disciple leaned on the Master’s 
bosom, it was because he had shown the love that at last 
brought him, alone, of the Twelve, to the foot of the Cross. 3 

Of Andrew, the brother of Peter, we know very little. 
Wo have to trust wholly to tradition for his history, after 
Christ’s death. He is said, by one legend, to have gone 
among the Scythians, and, on this ground, the Russians have 
made him their national saint. Another assigns Greece, and 
afterwards Asia Minor and Thrace, as the scene of his work, 
and speaks of him as put to death in Achaia, on a cross of 
the form since known by his name. The incidental notices 

1 Keim, vol. ii. p. 315. Reynolds* John the Baptist , p. 31. Schenkcl, 
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of the others, in the Gospels, are very slight, and need not 
he anticipated. Philip is said, in the ecclesiastical legends, 
to have been a chariot driver; Bartholomew,- a shepherd or 
gardener. But no name is more striking in the list than 
that of Simon the Zealot/ for to none of the Twelve conld 
the contrast be so vivid between their former and their new 
position. What revolution of thought and heart could be 
greater than that which had thus changed into a follower of 


Jesus 


one of the fierce war party of the day, who looked 
on the presence of Rome in the Holy Land as treason 
against the Majesty of Jehovah—a party who were fanatical 
in their Jewish strictness and exclusiveness ? Like many 
others of the Twelve, he is little more than a name. Indeed, 
even in the second century, the vaguest traditions were all 
that survived of any but two or three of them. They were 


men 


of no high commanding powers, to make their names 


rise on all men’s tongues, but they, doubtless, in every case 
but that of the betrayer, did their work faithfully, and 
effected results of permanent value in the spread of the 
Kingdom. Still more, they displayed before the world, for 
the first time, the then amazing spectacle and teaching of a 
Christian life. That we know so little of men who were such 
signal benefactors of the race, is only what we have to ponder 
in the cases of those to whom the world has owed most . 1 
It is the law, in the moral as in the physical world, that one 
sows and another reaps, and the seed which bears the golden 
ears has long died away unremembered, before the gathering 
of the autumn sheaves. 

It is touching to think of Jesus surrounded by the little 
band He had thus chosen—simple, true-hearted men, indeed, 
but needing so much to fit them for their amazing honour 
and momentous duties. No wonder they were timid and 
reverent before Him ; 2 no wonder that He was so sorely tried 
with their dull apprehension and weak human shortcomings, 
as to speak sternly or sadly to them at times; once indeed, 
with the words, “ O unbelieving generation, how long shall 
I be with 
them 


you, how long shall I suffer you ?” 8 He calls 
“ of little understanding,” “ hardened,” “ fearful,” 
“worldly,” and “of little faith .” 3 * But amidst all, they 


1 Newman’s Parochial Sermons , vol. ii. p. 5. 

2 Matt. xvi. 7. John xiii. 22; vi. 18. 

3 Mark iv. 13, 40; vi. 52 ; viii. 17, 18, 21, 33 ; ix. 6, 19, 32, 34; x. 24, 

32, 35 ; xiv. 40, 
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“ continued with Him in His trials ” 1 till the end, and He 
forgot their failings in the tender thought, that if their 
flesh was weak, their spirit was willing. They were His 
“brethren,”- His “servants,” His “ fellow-workers,” His 
“little children,” His “little ones,” and, even, as the end 
approached, “ His friends.” He might, at times, have to 
reprove them, but His bearing towards them, day by day, 
was a loving condescension to their weakness, and a patient 
effort to draw them to Himself, as far as possible. There is 
no trace of such formal instruction as the Rabbis gave their 
followers; they had rather to listen to His words to the 
people, and ask Him in private for explanation, where needed . 3 
He rather trained and developed their spiritnal character, 
than indoctrinated them in systematic theology . 4 Above all, 
He lived before them, and was Himself their great lesson. 
Nor can there be a more striking illustration of the com¬ 
pleteness with which they forgot their own being in the 
presence of their Master, than the silence of the writers of 
the Gospels respecting themselves in their records of Jesus. 
He, alone, filled their eye, their thoughts, their hearts. 
They had been like children before Him, while Ho was with 
them, and in the hallowed reverence of their remembered 
intercourse, His image filled the whole retrospect, to tho 
utter subordination of all things else. The months tliev had 

w » 

spent in His company under the palm-trees, or on the hills, 
or by the sea; when they breathed the same air with Him, 
heard His voice, saw His life, and wondered at His mighty 
acts—raised them, in their own belief, above the prophets 
and the kings, who had longed for such a vision of tho 
Messiah, but had not had it vouchsafed them . 5 

Of the preaching of Jesus, the Gospels preserve numerous 
fragments, but no lengthened abstract of any single discourse, 
except that of the “Sermon on the Mount.” It seems to 
have been delivered immediately after the choice of the 
Twelve, to the disciples at large and the multitude who 
thronged to hear the new Rabbi. Descending from the 
higher point to which He had called np His Apostles, He 
came towards the crowd, which waited for Him at a level 
place below . 8 There were numbers from every part—from 

1 Luke xxii. 28. 

* Matt. xxv. 40. John xviii. 36. Matt. x. 10. John xiii. 33. Matt, 
xviii. 6. John xv. 14, 15. 

* Mark vii. 17. 4 Mark x. 35. 

* Luke x. 24. • Luke vi. 17. 
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Judea and Jerusalem in the south, and even from the sea-coast 
of Tyre and Sidon; some to hear Him, others to be cured of 
their diseases, and many to be delivered from unclean spirits. 
The commotion and excitement were great at His appearance, 
for it had been found that to touch Him was to be cured, and 
hence, all sought, either by their own efforts or with the help 
of friends, to get near enough to Him to do so. After a time, 
however, the tumult was stayed, all having been healed, and 
He proceeded, before they broke up, to care for their 
spiritual, as He had already for their physical, wants. 

Tradition has chosen the hill known as the “ Horns of 
Hattin,” 1 2 two horn-like heights, rising sixty feet above the 
plain between them—two hours west of Tiberias, at the 
mouth of the gorge which opens, past Magdala, into the wild 
cliffs of Arbela, famous in the history of the Zealots as their 
hiding-place, and no less so for Herod’s battles in mid-air 
at the mouths of their caves, by means of great cages filled 
with soldiers let down the precipices. It is greatly in favour 
of this site, to find such a writer as Dean Stanley saying, that 
the situation so strikingly coincides with the intimations of 
the Gospel narrative, as almost to force the inference, that, 
in this instance, the eye of those who selected the spot was 

plain on which the hill stands is 


rightly 


guided . 2 h 

o 


The 


easily accessible from the lake, and it is only a few minutes’ 
walk from it to the summit, before reaching which, a broad 
“ level place ” has to be crossed—exactly suited for the 
gathering of a multitude together. It was to this, apparently, 
that Jesus came down, from one of the higher horns, to 
address the people. Seated on some slightly elevated rock— 
for the teacher always sat while he taught 3 —the people and 
the disciples sitting at His feet, on the grass ; the cloudless 
Syrian sky over them ; the blue lake, with its moving life, 
on the one hand, and in the far north, the grand form of 
Hermon, glittering in the upper air;—He began what is to 
us the Magna Charta 4 of our faith, and to the hearers must 
have been the formal inauguration of the new Kingdom of 
God. 

The choice of the twelve Apostles and the Sermon on the 
Mount mark a turning point in the public life of Jesus. A 


1 Paulus supposes a hill near Safed, the scene. Die drei ersten Evany. 
vol. i. p. 572. 

2 Sinai and Palestine, p. 360. 

? Maimonides; quoted by Nork , p. cxciii. 

* Tholuck, Bergpvediyt, in loo. 
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crisis in the development of His work had arrived. Ho had, 
till now, taken no steps towards a formal and open separation 
from Judaism, but had contented Himself with gathering 
converts, whom He left to follow the new life He taught, 
without any organization as a distinct communion. Tho 
symptoms of an approaching rupture with the priests and 
Rabbis had, however, forced on Him more decisive action. 
He had met the murmurs at the healing of the paralytic, by 
a triumphant vindication of the language which had given 
offence. The choice of a publican as a disciple, immediately 
after, had been a further expression of the fundamental 
opposition between His ideas and those of the schools and tho 
Temple, and His justification of the disuse by His disciples 
of the outward rites and forms which were vital in the eyes 
of the orthodoxy of the day, had been another step in the 
same divergent path. He had openly sanctioned the omission 
of fasts, and of mechanical rules for prayer , 1 which were 
sacred with the Rabbis. He had even set the old and new 
order of things in contrast, and had thus assumed independent 
authority as a religious teacher; the sum of all offence in a 
rigid theocracy. 

The choice of the Twelve, and the Sermon on the Mount, 

were the final and distinct proclamation of His new position. 
The Apostles mnst have seemed, to a Jew, the twelve 
patriarchs of a new spiritual Israel, to be substituted for the 
old; the heads of new tribes, to be gat he red by their teaching, 
as the future people of God. Tho old skins had been proved 
unfit for the new wine; henceforth, new skins must be 
provided ; new forms for a new faith. The society thus 
organized needed a promulgation of the laws under which it 
was to live, and this it received in the Sermon on the Mount. 

The audience addressed consisted of the newly chosen 
Twelve; the unknown crowd who heard Him with favour, 
and were, hence, spoken of as His disciples ; 1 and the promis¬ 
cuous multitude, drawn to Him, for the time, by various 
motives. Jesus had no outer and inner circle, for public and 
secret doctrines, like the Rabbis; for, though He explained 
to the Twelve, in private, any points in His discourses they 
had not understood, the discourses themselves were delivered 
to all who came to hear them. This Sermon, which is the 
fallest statement we have of the nature of His kingdom, and 
of the condition and duties of its citizenship, was spoken 


1 Grotiur, on Matt. xii. 49. 
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under the open sky, to all who happened to form His 
audience. 

In this great declaration of the principles and laws of the 
Christian republic—a republic in the relations of its citizens 
to each other, a kingdom, in their relations to Jesus—the 
omissions are no less striking than the demands. There is no 
reference to the priests or Rabbis—till then the undisputed 
authorities in religion—nor is the rite of circumcision even 
mentioned, though, as a mere theocratic form, it made the 
Jew a member of the Old Covenant, apart from moral re¬ 
quirements. It is not condemned, but it is ignored. Till 
now, a vital condition of entrance into the kingdom of God, 
it is so no longer. Nor are any other outward forms more in 
favour. The New Kingdom is to be founded only on right¬ 
eousness and love, and contrasts with the old by its spiritual 
freedom, untrammelled by outward rules. It opposes to the 
nationality and limitation of the old theocracy, a universal 
invitation, with no restriction except that of character and 
conduct. Citizenship is offered to all who sincerely believe 
in Jesus as the Messiah, and honestly repent before God. 
Even the few opening sentences mark the revolution in reli¬ 
gious couceptions which the new faith involves. Temporal 
evil, which, under the former dispensation had been the 
mark of Divine displeasure, became, in the teaching of Christ, 
the mark of fellowship and pledge of heavenly reward. The 
opinion of the day regarded poverty, hunger, trouble, and 
persecution as punishments for sin: He enumerates them as 
blessings. Throughout the whole Sermon, no political or 
theocratic ideas find place, but only spiritual. For the first 

of religion, a communion is founded with¬ 
out a priesthood, or offerings, or a Temple, or ceremonial 
services ; without symbolical worship or a visible sanctuary. 
There is an utter absence of everything external or sensuous: 
the grand spiritual truths of absolute religious freedom, love, 
and righteousness, alone are heard. Nor is the kingdom, 
thus set up, in itself visible or corporate, in any ordinary 
sense; it is manifested only by the witness of the Spirit in 
the heart, and by the power going forth from it in the lifeJ 
In the fine words of Herder , 2 Christianity was founded in 
direct opposition to the stupid dependence on customs, for¬ 
mulae, and empty usages. It humbled the Jewish, and even 

1 Schenkel, Gemeinde, Bibel Lex., vol. ii. p. 376. 

* Geist des Christenthums, p. 95. 


time in the history 
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the Roman national pride: the moribund Levitieal worship 
and idolatry, how r evcr fanatically defended, were wounded to 
death. 

Nothing can be more certain than that Jesus had never 
studied under the Sopherim, or scribes. His contemporaries, 
the Rabbis of Jerusalem, leave no doubt of this, for they 
frankly avowed their wonder at His knowledge of their 
theology and power of Scriptural exposition, though He had 
never learned theological science in their schools . 1 The 
same minute acquaintance with the opinions and teachings 
of the day is seen through the whole of the Hill Sermon. 
Apart from His mysterious divinity, He was a man like our¬ 
selves, “growing in wisdom ” with His yeai*s, and, therefore, 
indebted in a measure, at least, to the influences and means 
around Him, for His human knowledge and opinions. It 
speaks volumes for His early training by His mother and 
Joseph, that He should have known the Scriptures as He 
did, for it is in childhood that the memory gets the bent 
which marks its strength in manhood. The synagogue 
school, and constantly recurring services, must, however, 
have been the great seminary of the wondrous llov. Pas¬ 
sages of the Law had been His only school-book, and, 
no doubt, the village teacher, steeped in reflected Rabbinism, 
had often flattered his harmless vanity by a display, before 
his young charge, of his knowledge of the traditions and 
glosses, which won so much honour to the scribes. The 
Sabbath and %veek-day homilies of the synagogue lmd made 
Him a constant listener to local or travelling Rabbis, till, in 
the thirty years of His Nazareth life, His mind and memory 
must have been saturated with their modes of thought and 
the opinions of all the different schools. Theology, more¬ 
over, was the staple of village conversation in Nazareth, 
as elsewhere, for the religion of a Jew was also his polities, 
and the justification of his haughty national pride. Doubt¬ 
less, also, in Joseph’s cottage there wns a manuscript of the 
Law; and a soul filled with devotion to His Heavenly Father, 
like that of Jesus, would find some of the Prophets, either 
there or among His family friends. Rabbis from Jerusalem 
or resident in Galilee, must often have come in His wav 

' I 

during the thirty private years, and how much would such a 
mind and heart learn of their “wisdom,” even in casual 
intercourse ? His clearness of intellect, His transparent 


1 John vii. 15. Matt, xiii, 54. 
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innocence of sonl, His freedom of spirit, and transcendent 
loftiness of morals, were all His own, bnt they must have 
used, for their high ends, the facilities around Him. The 
very neighbourhood of a heathen population'may have had 
its influence in breaking down the hereditary narrowness 
of His race, and who can tell what ardours may have been 
kindled by the wondrous view from the hill-top of Nazareth ? 
Free from all thought of Himself; filled with a Divine enthu¬ 
siasm for His Father above, and for humanity ; these moun¬ 
tains, that azure sky, the sweeping table-land beyond the 
Jordan, the wide glory of heaven and earth, veiling, above, the 
eternal kingdoms, and, at His feet, revealing the enchanting 


homes of wide populations differing in blood and in faith, 
but all alike His brethren, may have coloured not a few of 
the sacred utterances of the Sermon on the Mount. 

This unique example of our Saviour’s teaching displays in 
one view nearly all the characteristics presented by the more 
detached illustrations preserved in the Gospels. Never sys¬ 
tematic, the discourses of Jesus were rather pointed utter¬ 
ances of special truths demanded by the occasion. In perfect 
iuner harmony with each other, these sententious teachings 
at times appear to conflict, for they are often designed to 
present opposite sides of the same truth, as required by the 
distinct point to be met . 1 The external and sensuous in all 
His teachings, however, was always made the vehicle of an 
inner and heavenly lesson. He necessarily followed the mode 
to which His hearers were used, and taught them as their own 

At 

times He puts direct questions; at others He is rhetorical or 
polemic, or speaks in proverbs, or in more lengthened dis¬ 
course. He often uses parables, and sometimes even symbol¬ 
ical actions; 2 is always spontaneous and ready ; 3 and even, 
at times, points His words by friendly or cutting irony . 4 
But while thus in many ways adopting the style of the 
Rabbis, His teaching was very different even in outward 
characteristics. They spoke with a slavish adherence to tra¬ 
ditional antecedents, overlaying every address with citations, 
in their fear of saying a word of their own ; but the teaching 
of Christ was the free expression of His own thoughts and 


Rabbis were wont, that He might engage attention. 


John v. 31; viii. 14. Luke ix. 50; xi. 23. Matt, ix. 17 ; xiii. 52 
John xiii. 4. 


Matt. iv. 19; viii. 22 ; xii. 49. Luke viii. 21; xi. 
Luke vii. 47. Mark vii. 9. Luke xiii. 33. 
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feelings, and this, with the weight of the teaching itself, gave 
Him power over the hearts of His audience . 1 With n minute 
and exjict knowledge of the theology of the schools, He 
shows, by repeated use of Rabbinieal proofs and arguments, 
that He was familiar, also, with the current modes of contro¬ 
versy. His fervour, His originality, and the grandeur of the 
truths He proclaimed, were enough in themselves to com¬ 
mend His words, but He constantly supports them by the 
supreme authority of the Scriptures, which were familiar to 
Him as His mother-speech. Simple, as a rule, in all He 
says, He yet often opens glimpses into the infinite heights, 
where no human thought can follow Him. The spirit of 
His preaching is as transcendent as its matter. Tenderness 
and yeaniing love prevail, but there is not wanting, when 
needed, the sternness of the righteous judge. Throughout 
the whole of His ministry, and notably in the Sermon on the 
Mount, He bears Himself with a kingly grandeur, dispensing 
the rewards and punishments of the world to come; opening 
the Kingdom of Heaven to those only who fulfil His require¬ 
ments, and resting the future prospects of men on the re¬ 
ception they give His words, liven to read His utterances 
forces from all the confession of those who heard Him, that 
“Never man spake like this." 


1 Matt. vii. 26. Mark i. 22. John vii. 46. 
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THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT (Continued). 

rriHE opening verses of the Sermon on the Mount mark 
-A- the contrast between the New Kingdom of God and 
the Old. There is no mention of forms, for the whole life 
of Jesus was one unbroken service of God . 1 The Temple 
service, and the burdensome laws of sacrifices, are passed 
over, for the Sermon was delivered in Galilee, far from the 
splendour of the one, or the vexatious minuteness and ma¬ 
terialism of the other. The great question of clean and 
unclean—which divided the nation within itself, made life a 
slavery to rules, and isolated the Jew from all brotherhood 
with humanity at large—is left to sink into indifference before 
the grand spiritual truths enunciated. The Law came with 
threats, prohibitions, and commands; the “ Sermon ” opens 
with benedictions, and moves in an atmosphere of promises 
and enticements . 3 Its first sentences are a succession of 
lofty congratulations of those whose spirit and bearing al¬ 
ready proclaim them fit for the new society. 

The virtues thus praised are not the active only, but the 
passive; not those only of doing, but of bearing. “Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
blessed the meek, for they will inherit the earth ; blessed 
they that mourn, for they will be comforted; blessed they 
that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they will be 
satisfied ; blessed the merciful, for they will find mercy ; 
blessed the peace-makers, for they will be called sons of God; 
blessed they that have been persecuted for righteousness 
sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are ye, 
when they shall reproach and persecute you, and shall say 
all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake. Rejoice 
and exult, for your reward is great in heaven; for so did 
they persecute the prophets that were before you.” 3 

1 Bibel Lex., vol. ii. pp. 525. 

9 Luther, quoted by Meyer. Matt, in loc. 

9 Matt. v. 3-12. I give the version of Tischendorf. 
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The mission of Christ was said by Himself, in a quotation 


from Isaiah, to be to preach to the 


and hence it is 


poor, 

with no surprise that we find St. Luke substitute simply 
“ the poor ” for the “ poor in spirit,” for both are right. The 
first disciples were won almost exclusively from among the 
lowly. “ The contented poor,” Jesus would here sav, “ who 
bear their burden meekly, since it comes from God—those, that 

is, who are ‘ poor in spirit,’—have, in their very meekness, 
the sign and proof that, though poor in outward things, they 
are rich in higher, for they will, so much the more surely, 
be, hereafter, the opposite of what they are now. They are 
the poor who have nothing and yet have all. They have 
none of this world’s possessions, and have not yet received 
the blessing in tho world to come. But the very longing 
for the future, and hope of it, are virtually a present pos¬ 
session. Their devout poverty is their wealth, for it secures 
treasures hereafter . 1 The * Kingdom of Heaven ’ is theirs 
already.” This principle runs through all the beatitudes. 
As Christ’s disciples, the future will be the contrast to tho 
present, riches for poverty; joy for mourning; plenty for 
hunger; a heavenly crown for earthly suffering for the 
Master’s sake. The contrast of sin and pardon ; the lowly 
sense of needed salvation, which already has in itself the 
assurance that salvation is granted, are implied in all the 
states of heart recounted. Through all, there is the 
deepest sense of the sinfulness and troubles of the present, 
and springing from this, the loftiest religious aspirations, 
rising far above the earth, to eternal realities. They thus 
disclose the inmost and central principle of the new King¬ 
dom ; the willing and even joyful surrender of the present, 
in lowly hope of the future—and that from no lower motive 
than loving obedience and fidelity to Christ. Immediate 
self-interest is to be disregarded, for the infinitely higher 
prospects of the future world. The one passion of the heart 
is to be for greater righteousness,—that is, for an ever more 
complete self-snrrcnder to the will of God, and active ful¬ 
filment of its demands. Towards Himself, Jesus claims the 
most loyal devotion, even to the endurance of “all manner 
of evil,” for His sake. To seek happiness is to fail to obtain 

it, but self-surrender to God, and faith in Christ ns the 
Messiah, in themselves bring it, when disinterested and 
Bincere. 


1 Baur’s Getchichte, p. 27. 
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It is striking to note the anticipations of suffering asso¬ 
ciated by Jesus with true discipleship . 1 It is assumed 
as the inevitable result. He holds out no attractions to 
insincerity or worldliness; but at the very outset, fans the 
chaff from the wheat, and repels all but the earnest and 
devoted. 


Four benedictions are bestowed on the passive virtues, 
four on the active. To bear poverty with lowly resignation 
to God; to mourn, and yet trust that all is for the best; 
to reproduce the meekness which Jesus Himself displayed j 
and to endure trials and persecutions loyally for His sake, 
are the negative graces demanded as conditions of member¬ 
ship of the New Kingdom.^ But active virtues are no less 
required : the hungering and thirsting after righteousness, 
which finds its food in fresh, joyful, continuous acts of good¬ 
ness ; the mercy which delights to bless the wretched; the 
purity of heart which strives to realize in the soul the 
image of God; and the gentleness which spreads peace 
around it. b 


The key-note of all the utterances of Christ reveals itself 
in these few sentences. His kingdom is at once present and 
future: present by the undoubting faith in His assurances 
that it would hereafter assuredly be attained; future in the 
fact that the realization of its joys was reserved for the 
life to come. Unlike John, He proclaims that the time of 
expectation is over: that the New Kingdom has already 
come as a living power in the soul, diffusing its blessings, 
at once within and around its members. It is established, 
in its rights and duties, to develop and advance, henceforth, 
till its glory cover the earth. In one aspect, it is incomplete 
till its full realization in the distant future ; in another it is 
already perfect, for it reigns in every single soul which has 
humbly accepted Jesus as its King. 

After this introduction, He proceeds to enforce on His 
disciples the duties of their new relation to Him, and to 
cheer them, by recalling the dignity it confers. “You have 
indeed, good cause to rejoice,” says He, “ and to be bravo 
of heart, for you are the salt of the earth; the light of the 
world ; a city set on a hill.” Mere ostentation, or insincere 
parade of virtue, were abhorrent to Him, and formed His 
great charge against the acted religion of the day. But the 
enthusiasm of true goodness, He tells them, must of necessity 


1 See Ullmami’e Sitndloxighit, p. 112. 
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be seen and felt. Life is shown by its energy ; where 
there is no active vital power, there is only death. He 
prescribes no lengthened code of duties, but trusts to tho 
ardour and devotion of loyalty to Himself, as a perfect 
equivalent. Drawn to Him as they were by grateful and 
lowly affection, He leaves it to the love of His followers to 
exceed all precise directions, and outstrip all formal require¬ 
ments, His kingdom is as strictly under law us any other ; 
but, for the endless statutes of earthly monarchies, and 
the equally unnumbered prescriptions of the old theocracy, 
He substitutes a single all-sufficing law'—the law of love, 
which makes each member of His kingdom a law to himself. 
All are to give themselves up to Him as unreservedly us 
He has given Himself up for them. 

Intense sincerity is thus made the fundamental demand, 
and His own personal example their standard and pattern. 
To ho the light of the world, they must needs look to Him, 
for He had especially applied that name to Himself . 1 They 
had the immense advantage of example, so much more 
effective than precept. The New Kingdom was only tho 
reflection of His own character, and, thus, His commands 
were best carried out by imitating His life; for He, Himself, 
was the one perfect illustration of complete fulfilment of 
its laws. No grudging or partial devotion would suffice. 
They must heartily conform their inmost being to His 
image, 2 and shed round them, in their respective spheres, the 
spiritual blessings which beamed brightest from Himself. 
Thus calmly, and as His natural right and place, He consti¬ 
tutes Himself the grand ideal of humanity, and men feel 
that there is no rashness or incongruity in His assumption 
of the stupendous dignity. 

Failnre, however, is human, and hence a few solemn words 
of warning are added. “ Salt keeps and makes sound what 
would else corrupt. But impure salt may lose its saltness, and 
once lost it cannot be restored. What was before of blessed 
use, is henceforth worthless, and may be cast out upon the 
road, to be trodden underfoot. If you, the salt of the earth,* 
lose your spiritual worth, by faint-heartedness, or sloth, or 
dark unfaithfulness, your needed energy and efficiency are 

Who will take your place ? You will be 
the work I have assigned you. If the salt 
be pure, it will not lose its power ; it is the earth and im* 


irreparably gone 
no longer fit for 


1 John viii. 12. 
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purities mixed with it, that make it worthless and so you 
must put away all that might make you go back, if you 
would be true disciples. Your lasting worth depends on your 
devotion to Me being unqualified and absolute ? 1 You are to 
enlighten men as the sun enlightens the world. I am the 
Light of the world : you shine by My light: see that, in turn, 
you illumine the darkness round you. A light is to shine, 
not to be hidden. Like a lamp on its stand, it is your office 
to shed light, and drive off darkness. The beams of your 
good works must shine before men, that they may honour 
God, vour Father, in Heaven. Like a city set on a hill, you 
are to draw on you all eyes.” 

Passing from general principles to specific details, Jesus 
now proceeded to show the relations of His New Kingdom to 
the old theocracy . 2 The charge of hostility to the Law had 
been brought against Him, and would be urged against His 
disciples . 3 He would show them that the new roots itself 
in the old, and is its completion and glory, not its destruc¬ 
tion. 

“ Think not,” said He, “ that I came to supersede your 
ancient Scriptures—the Law and the Prophets. I came not 
to destroy, but to fulfil. Worthless forms, worn out with 
age, may perish, and must ; but not the least jot or tittle of the 
sacred truths they for a time have clothed, shall pass, while 
heaven or earth endure. The forms are not the Law. Hites 
and ceremonies are only helps, for simple ages, which need 
material symbols. The kingdom of God has now outgrown 

* O 

them. The truth must henceforth stand alone, appealing to 
the spirit without such outward aids. Local and national, 
they have served their day, but the New Kingdom of God, 
which is for all times and races, knows only a worship in 
spirit and in truth. So far am I from slighting or destroy¬ 
ing the truth hidden under these outward forms, that he 
who breaks one of the least spiritual demands of the Law, and 
teaches men to copy him in doing so, shall be called least 
in my kingdom ; while he who obeys and teaches them as a 
whole, shall be'called great in it. The Law is for ever sacred. 
I only strip it of its outward accidents, to reveal the better 
ils Divine glory. Spoken by God, it is eternal. I come to 
do it honour ; to confirm, but also to clear it from human 
additions and corruptions.” 

1 See Luke xiv. 33. Matt. v. 13-16. 

2 Matt. v. 17-4.8. 3 Acts vi. 11. 
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Jesus, in thus speaking, had a very different conception of 
the Law froin that of the Rabbis. To Him it meant tho 
sacred moral commands given from Sinai. The whole ap¬ 
paratus of ceremony and rite at first connected with them, 
were only rude external accommodations to the childhood of 
religion, to aid the simple and gross ideas of early ages. 
Looking beneath the symbol to the essential truth, it was 
a lofty, religious, moral, and social legislation, far deeper, 
wiser, holier, and more complete than the highest human 
system. He knew how the prophets had drawn from it the 
pure and exalted conceptions they had enforced, anticipating 
in their spirituality His own teaching. But centuries lay 
between Him and the prophets, and Judaism had snnk to a 
painful idolatry of the letter and outward form of the Law, 
to the neglect of its spirit and substance. The Exile had 
weakened and perverted the national conscience, and a burning 
zeal for rigid external observance of the letter had followed 
the just belief that their national troubles had been a punish¬ 
ment for previous shortcomings. 

The Pharisees, who gave the tone to the people, filled up 
their life with a weary round of offerings, ceremonies, and 
purifications; and, not content with the prescriptions of 
Moses, had added a tedious system of meritorious works— 
fasts, washings, alms, and prayers. The Esscnes, and still 
more, John, had turned back from this barren, mechanical 
piety, to the purer air of the prophets, and had taught that 
righteousness, love, and human sympathy, were tho highest 
requirements of tho Law. But the veil was still on their 
eyes ; their reforms were partial. The Esseucs lmd even 
more washings than the Pharisees; they eschewed marriage, 
property, and the world, and the Baptist fasted, and imposed 
Pharisaic rites . 1 Jesus pierced to the heart of the truth. 
Stripping off all obsolete wrappings of form and symbol, und 
repudiating all human additions, He proclaimed the Law in 
its Divine ideal, as binding for ever, in its least part, d on all 
ages. 

His supreme loyalty to the Law could not fail, in a spirit 
so divinely sincere, to involve a condemnation of its corruption 
by the religious teachers of the day. It followed presently: 
“ Except your righteousness exceed that of the scribes and 
Pharisees,” He continued, “ ye will not enter into the 

1 Keim'fl Chnttus, p. 87. Schleiermacher's Prcdigten, vol. iv. pp. 508, 
704. Reynolds’ John the Bapti«t t p. 490. 
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kingdom of heaven.” He charges them not only with break¬ 
ing the commandments themselves, by their subtle casuistry 
and their immoral additions, but with leading men at large 
in the same evil path. 

The fundamental principle of the Pharisaic conception of 
righteousness which Jesus thus strenuously opposed, was 
their idea that strict observance of the traditions and com¬ 
mands of their schools in itself satisfied the requirements 
of God. Fulfilment of what was written in the Law and its 
Rabbinical expositions, was, in their opinion, only a question 
of punctilious outward observance. They weakened the 
conception of moral evil by specious sophistical discrimin¬ 
ations . 1 In trifles, the most exact minuteness was required; 
but in greater matters the principles of morality were boldly 
undermined or surrendered. The tithing of mint, dill and 
cummin—mere garden herbs—was vital, but grave questions 
of right and wrong were treated with indifference. This 
moral prudery and pedantry, which strained the wine before 
drinking it, lest a fly might have fallen into it and made it 
unclean, but made no trouble of swallowing a camel , 2 was 
the hypocritical righteousness against which Jesus directed 
His bitterest words . 3 With all their lip veneration for the 
Law, they set little value on the study of it, but much on 
that of the commentaries of the Rabbis; now embodied in 
the Mishna and Gemara . 4 * The Rabbinical tradition so 
amplified and twisted the words of the Law as to make it 
express, in many cases, the opposite of its natural meaning . 3 
Religion had become almost wholly a mechanical service, 
without reference to the heart. As in other theocratic corn- 

religious, in the Phari¬ 
saic sense, and yet utterly depraved and immoral. The 
teaching of the prophets,® which demanded internal g'odliness, 
was slighted, and the study of their writings almost entirely 
put aside for that of the legal traditions and of the Law . 1 
The desire to define, to the smallest detail, what the Law 
required, had led, in the course of ages, to a mass of con¬ 
flicting Rabbinical opinions, which darkened rather than ex¬ 
plained each command. The “ hedge ” round the Law had 
proved one of thorns, for Rabbis and people alike . 6 The 

1 Schenlcel, Bibel Lex., vol. ii. p. 397. 

2 Matt, xxiii. 24. 3 Matt, xxiii. 13, 23. 

4 Quotation from Baba Mezia, in Cohen, p. 158. 

* See instances in Cohen, p. 183. 

* Pressel, Iiabbinismus, in Herzog, vol. xii. p. 473. 


munities, a man might be eminently 
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question was, not what was right or wrong, but what the 
Law, as expounded by the Rabbis, .demanded, and zeal waa 
stimulated by the mercenary expectation of an equivalent 
reward , 1 for scrupulous exactness in fulfilment. 

A better illustration of the moral w r orthlessncss of the 
Pharisaic ideas of righteousness could hardly, perhaps, be 
found, than in the fact that, with all their ostentatious rever¬ 
ence for the Scriptures, he who touched a copy of them was 
thereby made unclean. “ According to you,” said the Sad- 
ducees of their rivals, “the Scriptures defile the hands, while 
Homer does not.” The skins on which the sacred books were 
written might have been those of an unclean beast, or, at 
least, they were part of a dead body. But the Pharisees had 
their retort ready. “ Why,” asked they, “ are the bones of 
an ass clean and those of the high priest, John Hyrcanus, 
unclean? ” “It is the kind of bone that determines the un¬ 
cleanness,” answered the Saddncees, “ else we would make 
spoons of the bones of our relatives ! ” “ Just so,” retorted 

the Pharisees, “it is the value we attach to the Scriptures 
which has made us decide that they defile the hands, while 
Homer does not .” 2 They worshipped the letter, but miscon¬ 
ceived the essence of Scripture ; treated morality as a trifle, 
and trifles as the only religion. Fired in their early days by 
a true zeal for God, they had now degenerated, as a body, into 
mere “actors.” “There were plenty of Pharisees,” says 
even Jost, himself a Jew, “ who used the appearance of piety 
as a cloak for shameful ends.” Nor did this escape the 
people, especially as these hypocrites sought to attract atten¬ 
tion by exaggerated displays—and contemptuous bynames 
were presently given them. The name of Pharisee came to 
be like that of Jesuit on the lips of friends or opponents. 
Even Philo does not mention it, and it soon died out of the 
month of the people, and survived only as a term of the 
schools . 5 

With a system so utterly hollow, and yet so deeply rooted 
in popular favour, Jesus could hold no terms. With the 
better side of Pharisaism He had much in common, but, as 
it showed itself, in its growing corruption. He could only 
condemn it. Zealots for words and forms ; lofty in abstract 
views ; the mouthpiece of the nation at large, in its religious 


1 Schflrtr, p. 483. 

* Derenboiirg, p. 133. See also pp. 134,135, 147, 148. 

• Jost, vol. i. p. 205. 
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and political aspirations ; there must, nevertheless, have been 
little real soundness in a body, of which a spirit so gentle as 
that of Christ could speak as whited sepulchres and a genera¬ 
tion of vipers. 

To illustrate His meaning, Jesus proceeds to give examples 
of Pharisaic abuse of the Law, holding up what is implied in 
its due observance, that he may show how it was broken by 
its professed zealous defenders. The sublime morality of the 
New Kingdom, with its lofty spiritualization of the Law, is, 
He implies, the true conservatism—it is His opponents who 
are undermining it. 

The Mosaic prohibition of murder had been limited by the 
Rabbis to literal homicide, and they had added to the brief 
words of the Law, that the criminal was in danger of the 
judgment of God in some cases, and of the Sanhedrim in 
others. But this did not satisfy the high spirituality of the 
New Kingdom. It included in the brief utterance of God, 

n * 

through Moses, a condemnation even of angry words or 
thoughts. “ I say unto you, that every one who is angry 
with his brother will be liable to the judgment of God ; and 
whosoever shall express contempt for his brother, will be 
liable to the Sanhedrim ; e and w'hosoever shall say, Thou 
worthless one, will be liable to hell fire. I go beyond the 
scribes, for I declare, as the fulfiller of the Law, that un¬ 
righteous anger is worthy of the full punishment they attach 
to its overt result in homicide; nay, more, I declare the ex¬ 
pression of such anger in bitter words as incurring the danger 
of hell. Not to love one’s 1 brother ’ 1 is, with me, the essence 
of the crime condemned by the Law: the lesser expressions 
of anger I denounce as worthy of Divine punishment in 
this world; in the worst cases, as worthy of punishment in 
the world to come.” Anger with a brother entails the anger 
and judgment of God: public reproach merits a public 
penalty, but he who would consign another to hell is himself 
in danger of being sent thither. 1 * He does not suppose His 
disciples could possibly commit the crime of murder, or even 
break into open violence, but He ranks the passions which 
lead to them in others as equal in guilt. He charges the 
murder, not against the hand that strikes, but the heart that 
hates . 1 

This w T as startling enough, but the application made of it 
must have sounded no less so. “ Only the pure in heart can 


1 John i:i. 15. Matt. v. 2C-26. 
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see God, and hence it is vain for you to seek His presence by 
an offering, if you have in any way thus offended. If you 
have, and in the solemn moment of appearing before God 
remember it—evil though men think it to break off or inter¬ 
rupt a sacrifice—leave your offering before the altar; seek 
him whom you have wronged, and be reconciled to him, and 
then, come and offer your gift. k You have wronged God, 
not man only. Beware lest, if you do not make peaee with 
Him, by instant atonement to your brother, He net to you us 
a creditor does with a debtor he meets in the street—whom ho 
delivers up to the judge, and whom the judge hands over to 
the officer to cast into prison. I tell you, if God thus let 
His anger kindle upon you, you will not come out till you 
have paid the last farthing ! ” 1 

The Pharisaic doctrine of marriage offences and divorce 
was next unsparingly condemned, as an inadequate expres¬ 
sion of the spirit of the Law. It restricted adultery to the 
ciime itself, and it sanctioned divorce at the mere whim 
of the husband. Doubtless individual Rabbis represented 
healthier views than others, but they did not affect the pre¬ 
vailing tone. As with homicide, so, in adultery, the morality 
of the New Kingdom traced the crime home to the heurt, 
and condemned the unclean glance as a virtual commission 
of the crime itself. The thoughts were nothing, in the loose 
morality of the day ; but Jesus arraigns the secret lusts of the 
breast, with an earnestness unknown to the Rabbis. Un¬ 
conditional self-mortification is to be carried out, when guilty 
thoughts imperil the soul. “ If your right eye,” says He, 
“ or your right hand, your sight or your touch, lead you into 
temptation, it is better for you to pluck out the one, and cut off 
the other, rather than be led astray, and not only lose a share 
in My kingdom, but be cast into hell hereafter.” 1 Not that 
He meant this in a hard and literal sense. With Him the 


6in is in the heart; but the senses are its instruments, and 


no guard cun be too strict, no self-restraint too great, 
spiritual purity be endangered. 

The Pharisaic laws of divorce were shamefully' loose. “ 


if 

If 


any one,” said the ltabbis, “see a woman handsomer than his 
wife, he may dismiss his wife and marry that woman," and 
they had the audacity to justify this by a text of Scripture. 1 " 
Even the strict Schammai held that if a wife went out with¬ 


out being shrouded in the veil which Eastern women still 


1 Ilor. Ucb., vol. ii. p. 117. Buxtorf, col. 2126. Matt. v. 27-30. 
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wear, she might be divorced, and hence many Rabbis when 
they went out locked up their wives ! While some held 
that divorce should be lawful only for adultery, others, like 
Josephus, claimed the right to send away their.wives if they 
were not pleased with their behaviour. 1 The school of Hillel 
even maintained that, if a wife cooked her husband's food 
badly, by over-salting or over-roasting it, he might put her 
a wav, and he might further do so if she were stricken by 


any grievous bodily affliction ! 2 3 The facility of divorce 
among the Jews, had, indeed, become so great a scandal, even 
to their heathen neighbours, that the Rabbis were fain to boast 
of it as a privilege granted to Israel, but not to other nations! 

The woman divorced was at once free to marry ; her letter 
of dismissal, signed by witnesses, expressly granting her the 
liberty to do so. 

Rising high above all this festering hypocrisy, the law of 
the Xew Kingdom sounded out, clear and decisive. “ It has 

o * 

been said by Moses,” 6 continued Jesus, “Whosoever shall 
put away his wife, let him give her a bill of divorce. But I 
say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, except 
for fornication, causes her to be the occasion of adultery 1 
if she marry again, for she is still a wife; and whosoever 
marries her, when thus put away, commits adultery. 

The use of oaths was no less prevalent in Christ’s day than 
it still is in the East, and the Rabbis had sanctioned the 
practice by laying down minute rules for its 




regulation. 

The law of Moses had absolutely forbidden perjury, 5 but the 
casuistry of the Rabbis had so darkened the whole subject 
of oaths, that they had, in effect, become utterly worthless. 
They were formally classed under different heads, in Rab¬ 
binical jurisprudence, and subtle refinements opened facilities 
for any one to break them who wished. Their number was 
endless ; men swore by heaven, by the earth, by the sun, by 
the prophets, by the Temple, by Jerusalem, by the altar, by 
the wood used for it, by the sacrifices, by the Temple vessels, 

bv their own heads. 6 
* 

By joining a second text, from a different part, to that 
which prohibited perjury, the scribes had, in effect, opened tho 


1 Vita, 76. 

3 //or. lleb. vol. ii. p. 120-123. Keim, vol. ii. p. 253. 

3 Deut. xxiv. 1. Matt. v. 31, 32. 4 Tischendorfs corrected text. 

5 Lev. six. 12. 

6 Examples in Hot. Heb vol. ii. pp. 127,128. Keim , vol. ii. p. 255 

IVetstein, pp. 3l'5, 420. 
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door to every abase. To the prohibition of Moses, “ Thou 
shalt not swear falsely,” 1 they had added the charge, “ but 
ehalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths,” 2 and from this it 
was argued that no oath was binding, either personally or 
towards others, which had no vow of sacrifice as a part of it, 
or if the vow had been punctually fulfilled. 3 Any oath, any 
deception towards God or man, and even perjury itself, was 
thus sanctioned, if it were only consecrated and purified by 
an offering. The garrulous, exaggerating, crafty Jew needed 
to be checked, rather than helped in his untruthfulness; but 
the guardians of the purity of the Law had invented endless 
oaths, with nice discriminations, and verbal shades and 
catches, which did not expressly name God, or the Temple, 
or the altar, and these the people might use, without scruple; 
mock oaths, harmless to themselves and of no binding force! 

Against such equivocation and consecrated hypocrisy Jesus 
lifted His voice. “I say unto you, swear not at all; neither 
by heaven, for it is God’s throne ; neither by the earth, for 
it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is tlie city of the 
Great King. You would tremble to swear by God ; but when 
you swear by anything connected with His works or His 
worship, you swear, in reality, by Himself. Nor shall you 
swear by your head, for you cannot make a hair of it white 
or black ; and, thus, your oaths by it are idle words. But 
let your speech be simply, yes, and no, for what exceeds these 
is from the ‘ evil one.’ As My disciples, your word is enough : 
speak as ever in the presence of God.” “ 

The theory of life under the New Kingdom, as we have 
seen, was the very opposite of that held by the schools of the 
day. Prosperity, with them, was an unbroken enjoyment 
of life to extreme old age, abundance of worldly comforts, 
continuous success in all undertakings, and triumphant 
victory over all enemies. All this was expected as the just 
reward of a strict obedience to Rabbinical prescriptions, 
which constituted the “righteousness of the Law.” Jesus 
held forth the very opposite of all this as the blessedness 
to be sought in the New Kingdom. Poverty, sorrow, and 
persecution, were to be the natural lot of His followers; but 
their transcendent reward hereafter, and the love which in¬ 
spired such devotion, transfigured these to gain und honour, 
and demanded the highest joy. * 

To make the contrast more vivid between the Old King- 

1 Lev. xix. 12. 3 Dcut. xxiii. 21. * Schott., p. 26. Matt, xxiii. 16 ff. 
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dom and tlie New, lie had added “ woes ” in connection with 
all that the former had praised as specially blessed. The 
rich, who have their reward in their earthly possessions; 
the prosperous, who care for nothing except this world, 
would suffer hunger hereafter; those who seek only for 
present joy, would one day mourn and weep ; those whom 
men praise, would find the praise only deceiving flattery. 
Patience, humility, gentleness, resignation, and love, the 
virtues and rewards of the soul, were to characterize the 
New Israel; the piety of form, and rewards in this world, 
were discountenanced. The New Kingdom was to win hearts 
by spiritual attractions, till now little valued. 

As a practical application of the ideal thus sketched, 
He required His followers to repudiate the Old Testament 
doctrine of retaliation, with the wide elaborations of the 
Rabbis, and to adopt, in its place, the principle of over¬ 
coming evil with good. Antiquity, both Jewish and heathen, 
cherished the idea of revenge for injuries. To requite like 
with like was assumed as both just and righteous. Even 
Socrates had no higher idea of virtue than to surpass friends 
in showing kindness, and enemies in inflicting hurt. 1 Plato. 2 
indeed, held that revenge was wrong, and that no one should 
do evil on any ground; that it was worse to do wrong than 
to suffer it, and that the virtuous man would not injure any 
one, because to do so injured himself. But Plato had only 
in his mind, in these noble sentiments, the relations of Greek 
citizens to each other, to the exclusion of slaves and of all 


the world but his own race; and the motive for his mag¬ 
nanimity was not love for the individual man, or for ideal 
humanity, but only political justice and right. Roman 
stoicism rose higher, but its injunctions of kindness to enemies 
were rather the expression of self-approving virtue than of 
loving moral conviction. Among the Jews, retaliation had 
the sanction of Moses. Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand 
for hand, foot for foot, burning for burning, wound for 
wound, stripe for stripe, are required by him. 30 The stern 
Sadducee party clung to the letter of the Law, but the milder 
Pharisees had invented a scale of money payments instead. 
Aj in our own Middle Ages, a tariff of fines was constructed 


for each personal injury; for tearing the hair, for a cuff on 


* Xen. Mem., ii. 6. 35. 

3 Critias, 469. Gorrjias, 469. De Repub., i. 334. 

3 Excel, xxi. 24. 
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the ear. a blow on the back, spitting’ on the person, taking 
away an under garment, uncovering a woman’s head, and 
the like. 1 The value of a hand, or foot, or an eye, was com¬ 
puted by the depreciation it would have made in the value 
of a slave. A blow on the ear was variously set at the line 
of a shilling or* a pound : a blow on the one cheek at two 
hundred zu/t.-es; on both cheeks, at double. To tear out 
hair, to spit on the person, to take away one’s coat, or to 
uncover a woman’s head, was compensated by a payment of 
four hundred zuzees. p 


This rude and often mercenary softening of the harshness 
of the old Law fell wholly below the requirements of tin* 
New Kingdom. Its members must suffer wrong patiently, 
that the conscience of the wrong-doer—become its own 
accuser—might be won to repentance by the lesson of un¬ 
resisting meekness. Christ’s own Divine charity and for¬ 
giveness were to be repeated by His followers. Sin was to 
be conquered by being made to feel the power of goodness. 
The present was, at best, only a discipline for the future, 
and the patient endurance of wrong, with Christ-like love 
and gentleness, was part of the preparation for the pure joys 
of the Messianic kingdom. “ Ye have heard,” said Ho, 
“that it was said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. 
But I say unto you, that yc resist not the evil man ; but 
whosoever smites thee on the right cheek, turn to him the 
other also. q And to him who desires to contend with thee 


and take thy coat, leave him thy cloak also. And whoso¬ 
ever shall press thee one mile, go with him two. To him 
that~asks thee, give, and from him that desires to borrow of 


thee, turn not away. 


*> r 


The spirit of such injunctions is 


evident. Hasty retaliation ; readiness to stand on one’s rights 


in all cases; deliberate revenge rather than pity, are unwort hy 


a member of the New Kingdom. 


It is for him to teach by 


bearing, yielding, and giving, and not by words only. The 
virtues he commends lie is to illustrate. But it is far from 


the teaching of Christ that law is to cease, or that the evil¬ 
doer is to have everything at his mercy. Only, as far as 
possible, the principle of His kingdom is to be the purest, 
deepest, self-sacrificing love. 


1 Robertson's Works, vol. iii. p. 239 (State of Europe in Middle Ages). 
Bastian, Rechtsvertuiltnisse, ttc., p. 210. Hor. licb ., vol. ii. p. 13U 
Sepp, vol. iv. p. 224. 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT (Concluded). 


J ESUS had led His audience step by step to higher and 

higher conceptions, and now, by an easy transition, 
raised them to the highest of all. 1 

The character of any religion depends on its idea of God. 
The Jews had no loftier thought of Him than as a national 
deity, the Father of Israel and of its proselytes, but not the 
God of the world at large. They looked on Him also as a 
jealous God, and the Pharisee urged himself to a painful zeal 
in. his fulfilment of the Law, by the thought that the sins of 
the father were visited on the third and fourth generation. 
If he agonized to cany out a thousand minute prescriptions, 
if the Essene secluded himself in hurtful loneliness, if the 
Sadducee toiled to discharge all that was required in the 
service of the Temple, and in the presentation of offerings, if 
the people mourned in the apprehension that God had for¬ 
saken them, it was because all alike looked up to a Being who, 
as they believed, required what they could scarcely render. 
They should have drawn other conceptions from their ancient 
Scriptures, but they did not. They had always learned much 
that was true and sublime from the Law and the Prophets 
—the Majesty of God and the dependence of the creature— 
the dignity of man as the Divine image, and the kingly 
relation of Jehovah to Israel, His son, His first-born, His 
bride, His spouse. They had never lost the conviction that 
their nation could not perish, because the honour of God 
was pledged to defend it, and they even looked forward, with 
a frenzied earnestness, to a future when He would send His 
Messiah, and raise them above all the nations. As Jews, 
many doubtless drew comfort from the Divine words, that, 
like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them 
that fear Him. But their theology had sunk to a mere mer« 

1 Chrysostom; quoted iu Meyer, Matthaus, p. 157. 
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ecnary relation of performance and reward. The idea of a 
strict return of good for good, or evil for evil, extended to 
the next world as well as this, and, at the best, God was 
only the Father of Israel, not of mankind. Still, above all, 
the Master, looking for service from man ns the servant— 
the fond thought of His fatherhood, even in its limited 
national sense, grew more and more common ns Christ’s (.lay 
drew near. The Jew was beingr educated for the Divine 

o 

announcement of the whole truth. 

The heathen world, also, had long been unconsciously pre¬ 
paring for its proclamation. Greek philosophy hnd spoken 
of the Father of gods and men. Man was the Divine image 
and of Divine origin—the friend, the fellow-citizen, the emana¬ 
tion, the son, of God. 1 A generation later, in an insincere nge, 
when fine words were used as mere rhetorical flourishes, 
springing from no conviction or earnestness, Seneca 2 was 
able to speak almost like a Christian. “ The gods,” said he, 
“are full of pity and friendliness—do everything for our 
good, and for our benefit have created all kinds of blessings 
with exhaustless bounty, and prepared everything for us 
beforehand. What they have they make over to us: that is 
how they use things ; and they are unwearied, day and night, 
dispensing their benefits as the protectors of the human race. 
We are loved by them as children of their bosom, and, like 
loving parents, they smile at the faults of their children, and 
cease not to bestow kindness on kindness to us; give us 
before we ask, and continue to do so, although we do not 
thank them, and even though we cry out defiantly, ‘ I shall 
take nothing from them; let them keep what they have for 
themselves ! ' The sun rises over the unjust, and the seas 
spread out even for sea robbers. The gods are easily appeased, 
never unforgiving; how unfortunate were we if they were 
not so!” 3 Thus also “ The way of man, in which the god¬ 
like walks, goes upwards to the gods, who reach out the 
hand to us without pride or jealousy, to help us to rise. We 
need no temple, nor even to- lift up our hands to heaven: 
God is near thee; the Holy Spirit, the Watcher over good 
or evil, who ever, unweariedly, leads us to God.”* Words 
like these sound Christian, though we know that they were 
only artificial rhetoric, composed to turn aside the charge of 

1 Authorities in Keim, vol. ii. p. 58. * Renan, // Antichrist, p. 126. 

• Seneca d. Ir., ii. 27; d. Bene/., vi. 23 ; ii. 29 ; iv, 5. lxxiii. 95. 

4 Senec. F.pin., Ixiii. 
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worshipping stocks and stones. Faith in the divinity often 
gives way, in Seneca, to haughty pride in humanity, and 
that pride, in turn, sinks before the dark future. The fancy 
plaved over the dark abyss with empty words of comfort, 
respecting the father-like gods and god-like man, but even 
prosperity could hardly amuse itself with them, and the 
hour of trial repeated them with hollow laughter and self- 
murder. 1 Yet they were there to use for the highest good, 
had men chosen. Th^religious education of the world had 
gradually, through long ages, become ready for the teachings 
of Jesus.* 


When the Sermon on the Mount was delivered every sign 
of the wrath of God with the nation lay on it like a burden, 
and perplexed the masters in Israel. Yet it was then that 
Jesus revealed God as the Father of men, who had loved 
them from the beginning of the. world; appealing for 
proof even to the lilies of the field and the birds of the 
air. 2 For the first time, men heard that their whole race 
were sons of the great heavenly Father; that the world 
lay in the sunshine of His eternal love, and that all alike 
were invited to seek His face. b It was the first proclamation 
of a universal religion, and, as such, an event unique in the 
history of mankind. In the early ages of the world, war 
was perpetual. Even after men had long adopted city life 
and its civilization, a stranger and an enemy were synony¬ 
mous. Thus, in the first ages of Rome, a stranger who 
had not put himself formally under the protection of some 
Roman, had no rights and no protection. What the Roman 
citizen took from him was as lawful gain as the shell which 
no one owned, picked up on the sea-shore. 3 He was like 
a wild beast, to be hunted and preyed on at any one’s will. 4 


To use Mommsen’s figure, a tribe or people must be either 
the anvil or the hammer. Ulysses was only the type of 
the world at large in his day, when, in the early part of his 


wanderings, he landed in Thrace, and having found a city, 
instantly sacked it and killed all the inhabitants. Where 


there was no express treaty, plunder and murder were 


always to be dreaded. The only safety of individuals or 
communities was their own capacity of self-defence. As 
tribes and clans expanded to nations, the blood connection 


secured peace, more or less, in the area they occupied, and, 


1 Keim, vol. ii. p. 59. a Matt. vi. 28. 

3 Mommsen’s Worn. Gesch vol. i. p. 158. 4 Ibid., p, 161. 

43 



72 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


ultimately, the interests of commerce, or the impulse of self* 

preservation, joined even states of different nationalities 

in peaceful alliances. Isolated nations, like the Jews, still 

kept up the intense aversion to all but their own race, but 

the progress of the world made this more and more excep¬ 
tional. 

Before the age of Christ, the conquests of Rome had broken 
down the dividing walls of nationality over the civilized 
earth, and had united all lands under a common government, 
which secured a widespread peace, hitherto unknown. Men 
of races living far apart found themselves free to compete 
for the highest honours of public life or of letters, and Rome 
accepted men of genius, and even emperors, from the obscure 
populations of the provinces." 

But though couquest had forced the nations into an out¬ 
ward unity, there was no real fusion or brotherhood. Alan, 
as man, had gained nothing. The barbarian and the slave 
were no less despised than before, and had secured no more 
rights. The Romans had been forced, for their own sake*, 
to raise the conquered to more or less political equality with 
themselves, but they did so from no sentiment of respect to 
them as fellow-men, and still bore themselves towards them 
with the same haughty superiority and ill-concculcd aversion. 
It was the peace of political and even moral death. All 
mankind had become the slaves of the despot on the Tiber. 
Ancient virtues had passed away, and vice and corruption, 
unequalled perhaps in any age, lay like a deadly miasma 
over universal society. The union of the world was regret tin 1, 
as superseding the times when Rome could indulge its tastes 
in war and plunder. It was a political comprehension, not 
a moral federation. The hostility of the past was impos¬ 
sible, but the world had only become a mob, not a brother¬ 
hood, of nations , 1 and had sunk in morality ns it had 

advanced in outward alliance. 

With the Jews, the old hatred of all races but their own 
had grown with the calamities of the nation. It seemed 
to them a duty to hate the heathen and the Samaritai, 
but their cynicism extended, besides, to all in whom their 
jealousy for the honour of the Law saw cause for dislike. 
They hated the publicans; the Rabbi hated the priest, the 
Pharisee the Sadducee, and both loathed And hated the 
common people, who did not know the ten thousand injunc- 

1 See a flue chapter in Ecce Homo, pp. 127-141. 
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tions of tlie schools. They had forgotten what the Old 
Testament taught of the love of God towards men, and of 
the lore due by man to his fellow. They remembered that 
they had been commanded to show no favour do the sunken 
nations of Caanan, but they forgot that they had not been 
told to hate them. The Law had said “ Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself ; ” 1 2 * but their neighbour, they assumed, 
meant only a Jew or a proselyte, and they had added that 

thev should “hate their enemies.” “If a Jew see a Gentile 

_ 

fall into the sea,” wrote Maimonides, still cherishing the old 
feeling centuries later, “ let him by no means take him out; 
for it is written, ‘ Thou shalt not rise up against the blood 
of thy neighbour,’ but this is not thy neighbour.” - The 
spirit of revenge which prevailed, embittered even private 
life among the Jews themselves. Each had his own enemies, 
whom he felt free to hate and to injure, and all, alike, hated 
whole classes of their own nation, and the whole heathen 

races. 

Jesus was, now, by a simple utterance, to create a new 
religious era. “Ye have heard,” said He, “that it was said, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour and hate thine enemy. But 
I say unto you, Love your enemies, and pray for them who 
persecute you; that ye may become sons of your Father, 
who is in heaven; for He makes His sun to rise on the 
evil and srood, and sends rain on the righteous and un- 

O 1 o 

righteous. For if ye love them that love you, what reward 
have ye in my kingdom ? Do not even the hated pub¬ 
licans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, 
what do ye that exceeds ? Do not even the heathen 
Gentiles the same thing ? Be ye, therefore, perfect, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.” 

It was a new era for man. Heathenism had fine senti¬ 
ments, but they were supported by no high morality, and no 
living hopes. The Old Testament often commended kindness 
and mercy , 5 but it also sanctioned revenge and triumph 
over the fall of an enemy , 4 and, even in the most attractive 
passages, it seemed as if piety were expected to make the 
anger of God on one’s adversaries the more certain . 5 Bat 


1 Lev. xix. 18. 

2 Art. Ndehster, in Herzog, vol. x. p. 185. Hor. Heb., vol. ii. p. 134. 

9 Exod. xxiii. 4, 5. Ps. vii. 5. Prov. xxiv. 17. Job xxxi. 29, 30. 
Prov. xxv. 21. 

4 Ps. vii. 6 ; liv. 7. 


9 Ps. vii. 6, 7. 
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Jesas throws down the dividing 1 prejudices of nationality, 
and teaches universal love without distinction of race, merit, 
or rank. A man’s neighbour, henceforth, was every one 
who needed help, even an enemy. All men, from the slave 
to the highest, were sons of one Father in heaven,and should 
feel and act towards oath other as brethren. No hunin.i 
standard of virtue would suffice; no imitation of the loftiest 
examples among men. Moral perfection had been recognised, 
alike by heathen and Jews, as found only in likeness to the 
Divine, and that Jesus proclaims as, henceforth, the one 
standard for all humanity. With a sublime enthusiasm and 
brotherly love for the race, He rises above His age, and an¬ 
nounces a common Father of all mankind, and one great 
spiritual ideal in resemblance to Hun. 

With this grand truth of Christianity the relation of man 
to his Maker was entirely changed. The loyalty of a child to 
a father took the place of fear, as a motive to His service. 
A new spiritual kingdom of filial love and obedience was 
called into being, with tender yearnings after Him, and child¬ 
like devotion to His will—a kingdom in which the humble, 
the meek, and the merciful found their heaven, and in which 
all who hungered and thirsted after righteousness felt that 
they could be satisfied. The pure in heart were, as such, its 
citizens; the souls who love the things of peace were called 
its children, and those who bore persecution and sorrow for 
the sake of righteousness were to inherit it. d 

To be “ perfect as the great Father in heaven is perfect,” 
is to do God’s will on earth as the angels do it above, and, 
hence,'the New Kingdom is thus spoken of elsewhei'e. It 
was to be wholly spiritual, in contrast to the political dreams 
of the Pharisees. They had transformed the predictions of 
the prophets to a political programme, which should be 
realized by war against Rome, and zealous agitation against 
the Sadducean aristocracy. They thought of another Mac- 
cabeean war, to be followed by a revelation of the Messiah 
from heaven. The kingdom of Jesus, on the contrary, was 
not to rise like a state, so that men could say it was here, 
or there, because it was already in their midst . 1 It could 
not be otherwise. He had proclaimed that God w as the great 
Father, and, as such, the loving, fervent desire that they might 
be His children thrust aside the cold thought of reward, 
which had hitherto ruled. He proclaimed that God loved 


1 Luke xvii. 20, 21. 
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them, not in return for their services, but from the love and 
tenderness of a Father’s heart, which sent forth His sun over 
good and bad alike, and rejoiced more at a sinner’s repentance 
than over the weary exactness in Rabbinical rnles of ninety 
and nine who thought themselves righteous. The funda¬ 
mental principle of the Judaism of the day was undermined 
by the new doctrine. What need was there for offerings, for 
Temple ritual, for washings or fastings, or scrupulous tithings, 
w'hen the great Father sought only the heart of His penitent 
child ? The hope of the Rabbis that they could hold God to 
the fulfilment of what they thought His promises, if only 
the Mosaic ideal of the theocracy, in their sense, was restored, 
fell to the ground. The isolation of the Jews, and their 
glory as the chosen people of God, were things of the past. 
One part of the theocracy after the other w^as doomed to 
fall before this grand proclamation, for its foundations were 
sapped. The Fatherhood of God, which to-day falls like an 
empty sound on the ear of the multitude, was, at its first 
utterance, the creation of a new w r orld. le 

Jesus had now set forth the characteristics of citizenship 
in His New Kingdom, and the new law ; He passed, next, 
to the new life . 2 A warning was needed to guard His 
followers, in their religious duties, from the abuses of the 
Rabbinical party. 

^Almsgiving had been exalted by the scribes to an act 
in itself meritorious before God. The words “ alms,” and 
“ righteousness,”* were, indeed, used interchangeably . 3 “ For 
one farthing given to the poor,” said the Rabbis, “ a man 
will receive heaven.” The w r ords, “ I shall behold Thy face 
in righteousness,” were rendered in the gloss “ because of 
alms.” “This money,” said others, “goes for alms, that 
my sons may live, and that I may obtain the world to 
come.” “ A man’s table now expiates by alms, as the altar, 
heretofore, did by sacrifice.” “ He who gives alms will be 
kept from all evil.” In an age when the religious spirit 
was -dead, outward acts of religion were ostentatiously 
practised, at once to earn a reward from God, and to secure 
honour for holiness from men. Religion was acted for gain, 
either present or future. Against such hypocrisy, Jesus 
warns His followers. “ Take heed that ye do not your 
righteousness 8 before men , 4 to be seen by them, otherwise 


1 Haugrath , vol. i. p. 356. 

• Hot. Heb. t vol. ii. p. 136. 


3 Westcott, Introduction, p. 358. 

4 Matt. vi. 1-16. 
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yon have no reward with yonr Father who is in heaven.” 
Thev were not to draw attention to their charitv, bv bavin** 
it proclaimed in the synagogue, h or by ostentatiously giv¬ 
ing it in the streets, to earn praise of men, but were to 
hide it as if they would not even let their left hand know 
what their right hand was doing. Sincerity, only, gave 
charity value. The amount was not essential : the spirit was 
all. Insincerity had no reward but the empty honour from 
men, got by deceit; sinceiity was rewarded by their Father 
in Heaven, who saw the secret deed . 1 


r en prayer had become a formal, mechanical act, pre¬ 
scribed by exact rules. The hours, the matter, the manner, 
were all laid down. A rigid Pharisee prayed many times a 
day, and too many took care to have the houra of prayer 
overtake them, decked in their broad phylacteries, at the 
street corners, that they might publicly show their devout- 
ness—or went to the synagogue that the congregation might 
see it. Nor were they content with short prayers, but 
lengthened their devotions as if to make a merit of their 
duration . 1 Instead of this, the members of the New King¬ 
dom were to retire to strict secrecy when they prayed, nnd 
address their Father who sees in secret, and He would reward 
them hereafter, in the fnture world, for their sincerity. Nor 
were they to use the foolish repetitions in vogue with the 
heathen, who thought they would be heard for their much 
speaking. The great Father knows what we need before 
we ask Him, and requires no lengthened petitions . 11 Prayer 
in the congregation is not forbidden, for Jesus Himself 
frequented the synagogue, and joined in public devotions. 
But private prayer must be private, to guard against humnu 
weakness corrupting it into worthless parade. The simplest, 
shortest prayer, unheard by human ear, is accepted of God, 
if it rise from the heart: if the heart be wanting, all prayer 
is mere form. 

It is always much easier, however, to follow a pattern 
than a precept, and, hence, Jesus proceeded to set before 
them a model prayer. “After this manner, therefore, pray 
ye. Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 
name, Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, 
so also on earth. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts (to Thee), ns we, also, have forgiven our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 


1 See Schfirer, p. 505. Hor. Heb. t voL ii. pp. 144-147. Matt. vi. 6, ff. 
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from the evil one.” 1 He added that our being forgiven our 
trespasses by God depended on our forgiving men theirs 
asrainst us. 

_ _ 

It was the custom of every Rabbi to teach his disciples 
a form of prayer , 2 and in “ The Lord’s Prayer,” Jesus, as 
John already had done, followed the example. But what 
a difference between His model and that of other teachers ! 
He had created a new heaven and a new earth for the 
soul, and in this prayer the mighty revelation of the Father¬ 
hood of God shines, like a sun, over all humanity. The 
highest conceivable ideal of perfection and felicity for the 
race, is offered in the wall of the Eternal Father being done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Childlike trust and dependence 
ask, and are contented with, daily bounty from that Father’s 
hand. His mercy is pleaded by hearts that already have 
learned to show" it to others. The spirit stands before Him 
clothed in humility, and full of love and tenderness towards 
its fellow's. Conscious weakness stretches out its hand for 
heavenly help, distrusting itself, but strong in a Higher. 
Each clause, almost each word, is full of the deepest signifi¬ 
cance. Each is filled with Divine light . 1 After eighteen 
centuries, Christendom know T s no expression of thoughts and 
feelings so full in so small a compass; so rich, so majestic in 
praise and petition. Hallowed phrases, current in His day, 
may be quoted as parallels of single parts, but He alone 

united them to words of His own with a breadth and soliditv, 

%/ 1 

a childlike simplicity and wisdom, a strength and lowliness 
■wholly unknown in Jewish literature . 01 

Fasting had become one of the prominent religious usages 
of our Saviour’s day. Though only one fast had been 
appointed by Moses—that of the Day of Atonement—the 
Pharisees had added numerous others, especially on the two 
days of the week, Monday and Thursday, on which syna¬ 
gogue worship was held. When fasting, they strewed their 
heads with ashes, and neither washed nor anointed them¬ 
selves 3 nor trimmed their beards, but put on wrelched 
clothing, and showed themselves in all the outward signs of 
mourning and sadness used for the dead. n Insincerity made 
capital of feigned humiliation and contrition, till even the 

1 The Doxology does not appear before the middle of the fourth cen¬ 
tury. rt is a late addition. Herzog , vol. i. p. 493. 

2 Srpp, vol. ii. p. 326. 

3 Light-foot, volii. p. T55 
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Roman theatre noticed it. In one of the plays of the time, 
a camel, covered with a mourning cloth, was led on the 
stage. “ Why is the camel in mourning ? ” asked one of the 
players. “ Because the Jews are keeping the Sabbath year, 
and grow nothing, but are living on thistles. The camel is 
mourning because its food is thus taken from it.” 1 Rabbis 
were forbidden to anoint themselves before going out , 2 and 
it was recorded of a specially famous doctor, that his face 
was always black with fasting . 3 All pretence was abhorrent 
to the soul of Jesus, especially in religion. “ When ye fast^” 
said He, “ be not as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance; 
for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto 
men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 
But do thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head Hnd wash 
thy face; that thou mayest not appear unto men to fast, but 
to thy Father who is in secret, and thy Father, who set's in 
secret, will reward thee.” To seek effect, applause, credit, 
or gain, by a show of godliness, must be shunned by 
members of the New Kingdom. It would be better to let 
men think evil of them, than to be tempted to use religion foi 
ulterior ends. True pain and true sorrow hide from the eye 
of strangers ; they withdraw to the secrecy of the breast. 

He had already spoken of the need of care in the right 
use of the blessings of life; but He knew our proneness to 
forget, and returns to the subject once more. “ Heap not 
up for yourselves,” said He, “ treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust consume, and where thieves break through and 
steal. But lay up for yonrselves treasures in heaven," 
where neither moth nor rust consumes, and where thieves do 
not break through nor steal. For, if your treasure is on 
earth, your heart must needs be careless of heaven. But if 
it be in heaven, your hearts will be there also. To have 
it there, you must have the inner light in your souls, your 
mind 4 and heart—by which yon perceive ami cherish the 
truth—unclouded. If they bo darkened, it will turn your 
heart away from the right and Divine. The body without 
the eye is in darkness; for light enters only by the eye, as 
from a lamp. When your eye is sound, your body is full of 
light; when it is darkened, all within is night. So it is with 
the eye of the soul.” 

1 Sepp . vol. ii. p. 845. * Qfriirer, vol. i. p. 165. 

3 Liphtfnot , vol. ii. p. 154. Keim, vol. ii. p. 272. Schiirer, pp. 605, 
615. Malt. vi. 16-18. 

4 o rout, Chrysost. Matt. vi. 19-28. 
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“ Do not fancy,” he continued, “ that you can strive at 


They 


are 


once for riches and for the kingdom of God. 
absolutely opposed. No man can serve two masters whose 
interests are opposite. Either he will hate the- one and love 
the other, or he will hold to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot worship the God of heaven, and Mammon, the 
god of wealth. 1 * To serve God, and yet make money your 


Consider the lilies of the field, how fair 


idol, is impossible! 

“ An undivided heart, which worships God alone, and 
trusts Him as it should, is raised above anxiety for earthly 
wants. Therefore, I say unto you, Be not anxious for your 
life, what ye shall eat, nor yet for your body, what ye shall 
put on. 1 Is not the life more than the food, and the body 
than the raiment ? Behold the birds of the air; they sow 
not, neither reap, nor gather into barns, and yet you* Hea¬ 
venly Father feeds them.* 1 Are ye not much better than 
they? Which of you, by anxious thought, can add one 
cubit to the length of his life ? And about raiment why 
are ye anxious ? 
aud beautiful they grow. 2 They toil not, neither do they 
spin, and yet Solomon, in his royal robes, was not arrayed 
like one of these. But if God so clothe the grass of the 
field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into an oven, r 
will He not much more clothe you, 0 ye of little faith ? Be 
not, therefore, anxious, saying, What shall we eat, or what 
shall we drink, or what shall we put on ? 9 For the Gentiles 
seek after all these things. But your Heavenly Father 
knows that ye have need of them. Seek, first, His kingdom 
and righteousness, and they shall all be added to you. Be 
not, therefore, anxious for the morrow. 3 * The morrow will 
have its own cares. Each day’s evil is sufficient for the 
day.” He enjoins not idle indifference and easiness of temper, 
but the freedom from care of a soul which firmly trusts in 
the Providence of God. 
might well confide in their Heavenly Father, and amidst all 
the trials and straits even of such a martyr life as had been 
predicted for them, might and should retain calm and un- 


The citizens of the New Kingdom 


shaken confidence in the sustaining and guiding wisdom and 
love of God. As His children, they had an express right 
to look for His all-sufficient care. 


1 Schleiermacber, Prediyten, vol. iii. p. 389. Matt. vi. 24-34 

2 Sepp, vol. iii. p. 207. 

* Sclilfeiermaciier, Prediyten, vol. i. p. 124. Dukes, p. 68. Jud. Hand • 

ucrkerb bni , p. 22. 
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No vice was more rank among 1 the Jews, through the 
influence of their priestly and Rabbinical leaders, than 
narrow bigotry, which condemned all opinions varying in 
the least from their own. They were trained to take it for 
granted that their whole religious system, in its minutest 
forms and rules—their religious thought, faith, and life— 
had been revealed by God from heaven. They were a nation 
of fanatics, ready to fight to the death for any one of the 
ten thousand ritual injunctions of their religious teachers. 
A discourse designed to proclaim the advent, character, and 
laws of the new theocracy, could not close without touching 
on the duties of social life, and laying down principles for 
guidance. Christ had enjoined the broad law of gentle love, 
as the rule for intercourse with men at large. He now 
illustrates it in additional applications. 

“ Judge not,” said He, “ that ye be not judged 1 (by God) ; 
condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned ; forgive, and 
ye shall be forgiven. For with what judgment ye judgo 
(men) ye shall be judged (hereafter). Give, and it will be 
given to you ; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, will they give into your bosom. For with 
what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you. Be 
charitable respecting the errors and shortcomings of others, 
that you may not have your own sins brought against you 
at the great day, and find there the condemnation you have 
yourself pronounced here. It is a fearful thing for you, who 
are to teach men, to fall away from the truth, for how, then, 
will you instruct sinful men aright ? If the blind attempt 
to lead the blind, both fall into a ditch; and if you your¬ 
selves be wrong you cannot lead others, who know nothing 
of it, to the salvation of the New Kingdom. You will both 
go more and more hopele 
into Gehenna. Those you teach cannot be wiser than you, 
their teachers, for a disciple is not above his master, but 
comes, at best, in the end, to be like him. If, then, you 
would not be blind leaders of the blind, take care, before 
you essay to judge and better the religious state of others, 
to examine your own spiritual condition, and reform what¬ 
ever is wrong in it . 8 Why should you mark the atom of 

1 Matt. vii. 1-12. Luke vi. 87-42. Bee Sermon by Schleiermacher, 
vol. iii. p. 34. Jacox’s Secular Annotations , first series, p. 208. Schenket , 
p. 101. Kcim, vol. ii p. 80, 

* Luke vi. 39-41. 
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straw or dust that is in your brother’s eye—his petty fault— 


if you do not, in your self-righteousness, see the beam that 
is in your own eye F 14 Self-blinded hypocrite ! first cast the 
beam out of your own eye, and then you wiir see clearly to 
cast the mote out of your brother’s eye.” 

■'You will meet with men,” He continued, “ who, when 
the Divine truth is offered them, will only profane it—men 
utterly ungodly and hardened, who wilfully reject the counsel 
of God. with blasphemy, mocking, and slandering. Do not 
put it in their power to dishonour it. To do so is like 
casting a holy thing to the street dogs, or throwing pearls 
before wild swine, who would only trample them under 
their feet, as worthless, and turn against yourselves and rend 
you.”" “ 


“ You will need help from God in your great task ; for 
your own spiritual welfare, and for success in your work. 
Ask, therefore, and it will be given you ; seek, and ye will 
find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For every one 
that asks receives ; and he that seeks finds; and to him that 
knocks it shall be opened. If your son ask bread, do you 
mock him by giving him a stone ? or, if he ask a fish, do 
you mock him by giving him a serpent ? or, if he ask an 
egg, will you give him a scorpion? 331 You need, then, 
have no fear of refusal of spiritual help from your heavenly 
Father, for if you who are sinful, though members of the 
New Kingdom, would not think of refusing to supply the 
wants of your children, far less will your Father above 
refuse you, His spiritual children, what you need.” 

Jesus had now come to the close of His exposition of the 
nature and duties of His kingdom, and ended His statement 
of them by a brief recapitulation and summary of all He 
had said of the latter, in their relation to men at large. 
44 All things, therefore, whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye also so to them, for this is the Law and the 
Prophets.” The Law had said, “ Thou shalt love thy neigh¬ 
bour as thyself,” 4 but it had meant by neighbour a Jew 
or a proselyte, and had commanded the extirpation of the 
Canaanites, and sanctioned merciless war with the heathen 
around. These grand words were, therefore, a rule for the 
nation towards its own members, but no great law for man- 


1 See a curious Lay Sermon, by Jacox, 1st series, p. 187. Keim , vol. 

ii. p. 31. Dukes, p. 165. 

* See Sermons by Schleiennachier, vol. iii. pp. 46, 59, 84 
3 Luke xi. 12. 4 Lev. xix. 18. 
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kind. But Jesus ignores this narrowness, and proclaims all 
men brethren, as common children of one Father in Heaven. 
This golden rule had been proclaimed more or less fully 
before. It is found in Socrates 1 and Menander, ~ and even 
in the Chinese classics .' 1 Philo quotes, as an old Jewish 
saying, “ Do not to others what you w r ould be unwilling to 
suffer;'* and the Book of Tobit 4 enjoins, “Do that to no 
man which thou hatest.” y In the generation before Jesus 
it had been repeated by Hillel to a heathen, who mockingly 
asked him if he could teach him the whole Law while he 
stood on one foot. “ What you would not like done to 
yourself, do not to thy neighbour,” replied the Rabbi—“ this 
is the whole Law : all the rest is a commentary oil it—go 
learn this .” 5 But, as Hillel gave it, this noble answer was 
only misleading. It was striking to find a Rabbi with such 
enlightened insight into the essence of the Law, as to see 
that all its ordinances and rites had a moral* end ; but it 
was also much more than a mere code of literals between 
mail and man. Its fitting summary is much rather that 
central requirement uttered each day, even now, by every 
Jew in his prayers—“Thou slialt love the Lord thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy might .” 6 Morality, apart from its religious basis and 
supreme enforcement, degrades the Law to a level with the 
common morality of the world at large." It was reserved 
for Jesus to announce our duty to man in its subordination 
to our higher relation to God; to make it only part of 
that filial love which reflects on all our brethren the tender¬ 
ness it feels supremely towards their Father and ours, in 
Heaven. With Him, love 'of universal humanity has its 
deep religious ground in the love of God—whom we are to 
resemble—towards all the race, as His children. The love 
of man, He tells us, is the second great commandment, not 
the first ; 8 it is th'e moon shining by light borrowed from 
that Sun. The highest of the Rabbis cannot stand in the 
presence of the Son of Mary ! 9 

He had reached His peroration. It remained only to add 
solemn warnings, and these-He now gave. “Enter in,” said 
He, “ through the narrow gate , 10 for narrow is the gate and 

1 n.c. 436-338. 5 n.c. 342-291. 3 Etcald, vol. iv. p. 270. 

4 (‘Imp. iv. 15. * Jesus u. Hillel , p. 29. 

* Dent. vi. 5. 7 Jesus u. UilM , 19. 8 Mark xii. 28-34. 

• hl-rtt, vol. i. p. 138. AVi'm, vol. ii. p. 184. JJaur, p. 31. 

10 Lit mi and Look, p. 28. Matt. vi. 13-23. Luke vi. 41-46. 
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straitened is the way of self-denial and struggle that leads to 
life, and few there are that find it. But wide is the gate and 
broad is the way of sin that leads to destruction, and those 
who enter through it are many. Beware of false teachers, 1 
who would turn you aside from the safe road. They \ rill 
come to you affecting to be my followers, but they will be 
only wolves in sheep’s clothing. You will know them fully 
bv their fruits—that is, by their lives. Do men gather grapes 
off thorns, or figs off thistles ? 2 So, every good tree brings 
forth good fruit; but the corrupt tree brings forth evil fruit. 
The good, out of the good treasure of the heart, bring forth 
that which is good ; and the evil man, out of the evil, brings 
forth that which is evil; for out of the abundance of the 
heart his mouth speaks. 3 A good tree cannot bring forth 
evil fruit; neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
Have nothing to do with them, and do not follow them, for 
every tree that brings not forth good fruit is cut down and 
cast into the fire. So, then, by their fruits ye will know 
them fully.” 

“Nor is the danger of being led astray by false teachers, 
light, for not all who acknowledge me as their Master will 
enter into the glory of the heavenly Kingdom, but those only 
who do the will of My Father, who is in heaven. Many will 
say to me in that day, ‘ Lord, Lord, did we not teach in Thy 
name confessing Thee as Jesus Messias, and by the power of 
Thy name cast out devils, and, by the same power, did we 
not do many mighty works, owning Thee, and working 
through Thee, in all things ’ 2 And then shall I say unto 
them, ‘ I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity.’ Take warning, for even some of you call me Lord, 
Lord, 4 and do not the things which I say.” 5 

That one in the position of Jesus—-an unknown Galileean ; 
untrained in the schools; in early manhood; with no support 
from the learned or the powerful—should have used such 
words, in a discourse so transcendently lofty in its teachings, 
is to be explained only on the ground that He spoke with a 
Divine consciousness of being the Messiah, who should here¬ 
after be the Judge of mankind. He calmly founds a kingdom 
in which the only rewards and punishments are those of the 
conscience here, and those of eternity, after death. He bears 

1 L'Antechrist, p. 417. 

2 Tristram, pp. 426, 427. Herzog, vol. xi. p. 25. 3 Luko vi. 45. 

4 Winer , p. 161. 6 Luke vi. 4G. 
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Himself, and speaks, as a King; supersedes or perfects the 
laws of the existing theocracy as He thinks best ; invites ad¬ 
herents, but warns off all except the truly godly and sincere, 
by holding out the most discouraging prospects through life; 
keeps aloof from the civil or ecclesiastical authorities, and 
acts independently of both. Finally, as the one law of His 
invisible kingdom in the souls of men, He requires supremo 
love and devotion to Himself, aud demands that this be 
shown by humble and continuous efforts after likeness to 
God, and by the imitation of His own pure and universal 
love to mankind. To have conceived a spiritual empire so 
unique in the history of religion, is to have proved His title 
to His highest claims. 

His concluding words are in keeping with these. He hail 
announced that He would judge the world at the great day, 
and now makes hearty acceptance and performance of His 
commands the condition of future salvation or ruin. “ Every 
one, therefore (now, or hereafter), who hears these sayings 
of mine and obeys them, is like a man, who, in building a 
house, digged deep, and laid a foundation upon the rock. 
And the winter rains fell , 1 and the torrents rose, and the 
storms blew, and beat upon that house, and did not shake it, 
because it was well built, and had been founded upon the 
rock. But every one who hears them, and dues not obey 
them, is like a foolish man, who, without a foundation, built 
his house upon the sandy earth. Aud the rain descended, 
and the torrents rushed down, and the winds blew, and beat 
upon that house, and straightway it fell, and the ruin of thut 
house was great.” “ 

No wonder that, when He had finished such an address, the 
multitudes were astonished at His teaching. They had been 
accustomed to the tame and slavish servility of the ltabbis— 
with their dread of varying a word from precedent and 
authority ; their cobwebbery of endless sophistries and verbal 
trifling; theft* laborious dissertations on the infinitely little; 
their unconscious oversight of all that could affect the heart; 
their industrious trackings through the jungle of tradition 
and prescription—and felt that in the preaching of Jesus, 
they, for the first time, had something that stirred their 
souls and came home to their consciences. One of the 
Rabbis had boasted that every verse of the Bible was 
capable of six hundred thousand different explanations, and 


1 Keim, vol. ii. p. 32. Matt. vii. 24-27. Luke vi. 47-49. 
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there were seventy different modes of interpretation cur¬ 
rent, 1 but the vast mass of explanations and interpretations 
were no better than pedantic folly, concerning itself with 
mere insignificant minuthe which had no bearing on religion 

o o o 

or morals. Instead of this, Jesus had spoken as a legislator, 
vested with greater authority than Moses. To transmit, un¬ 
changed, the traditions received from the past, was the one 
idea of all other teachers ; but He, while reverent, was not 
afraid to criticize, to reject, and to supplement. To venture 
on originality and independence was something hitherto un¬ 
known. 

The life of Jesus, in all its aspects, is the great lesson of 
humanity : His death is its hope. But there lies a wondrous 
treasure in His words. What but a pure and sinless soul 
could have conceived such au idea of God as the Father of 
mankind, drawing us to Himself by the attraction of holy 
and exhaustless love ? “ It could only rise,” says Hausratb, 

in a spirit that stood pure, guiltless and sinless before God 
—a spirit in which all human unrest and disturbance were 
unknown, on which there lay no sense of the littleness of 
life, no distracting feeling of disappointed ambition. Sinful 
man, with a stained or even uneasy conscience, will always 
think of God as jealous, wrathful, and about to avenge Him¬ 
self. The revelation that God is the Father of men could 

W 

rise only in a mind in which the image of God mirrored 
itself in calm completeness, because the mirror had no specks 
to mar it. The revelation of God as the Father is the 
strongest proof of the absolute perfection of the human 
nature in Jesus.” 2 

r 

“ He has left us not only a life, but a rich world of 
thoughts,” says Keim, 3 “ in which all the best inspirations 
and longings of mankind meet and are reflected. It is the 
expression of the purest and directest truths which rise in 
the depths of the soul, and they are made common to all 
mankind by being uttered in the simplest and most popular 
form.” 


1 Eisenmenger’s Entdeclctes Jud., vol. i. pp. 453, 457. 

3 Hamrath , vol. i. p. 355. 

3 Der Geschichtliche Chris tus , p. 184. 



CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

OPEN CONFLICT. 


J ESUS had now been some months in Galileo, and the 

season of the great feasts had returned. It was meet 
that Judea, which had rejected Him when He first preached 
in it, should be once more visited, and the news of the King¬ 
dom once more sent abroad among the throngs of pilgrims 
from every part of the world, attracted at such times to 
Jerusalem. 

Leaving the north, therefore, for a time, He again jour¬ 
neyed south ; perhaps by short stages, preaching as He went ; 
perhaps with one of the bands of pilgrims which gathered 
from each neighbourhood to go up to “the House of the 
Lord .’ 1 No voice would join with so rapt a devotion in 
the joyful solemnities of such a* journey,—in the psalms that 
enlivened the way,—or the formal devotions of morning ana 
evening. But what feast it was He thus honoured is not 
told, nor are there means for deciding. That of Purim, a 
month before the Passover, the Passover itself, Pentecost, 
and the Feast of Tabernacles, have each found favour on 
plausible grounds, but where there is such contrariety of 
opinion, the safest course is to leave the matter unsettled.* 

Of the visit we know only one incident , 1 but it was the 
turning point in the life of Our Lord. 

Jerusalem in those days was a contrast, in its water supply, 
as in much else, to the fallen glory of its present condition. 
Several natural springs seem to have flowed in the city or 
near it, in ancient times, but they have long been choked up, 
with the exception of the single “ Fountain of the Virgin,” still 
found in the Kedron valley. Besides this, there is now only 
a solitary well—that of Joab, at the junction of the Kedron 
and Hinnom valleys, near Siloam, south-east from the town. 
It was doubtless used in Christ's day, and it is still one 


1 John v. 1-47. 
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of the principal sources of summer supply for Jerusalem, 
though, like everything else under the withering spell of 
Turkish rule, it is in such disrepair that its water, drawn 
from a depth of 1*25 feet, is tainted with sewage. The ancient 
supply, however, seems to have been mainly obtained by 
collecting the rainwater in pools and cisterns, and by aque¬ 
ducts which drained distant hills, and brought abundance 
into the various public pools and reservoirs of the city and 
Temple, b the space beneath which was honeycombed by 
immense rock-hewn cisterns. Many houses, also, had cisterns, 
hewn in the rock, in the shape of an inverted funnel, to 
collect the rain, but it was from the numerous “ pools ” that 
the public supply was mainly derived. Eight still remain, 
in more or less ruinous condition, and there appear to have 
been at least three others, in ancient times. 

One of the most famous of these, in Christ’s day, was 
known as the Pool of Bethesda, which recent explorations 
appear to have re-discovered at the north-west corner of the 
Temple enclosure. If the identification be valid, the pool 
was a great reservoir, 1C5 feet in length, hewn in the lime¬ 
stone rock to a breadth of 48 feet, and divided in halves by 
a pier of masonry 5 feet thick, built across it. Water still 
enters it from the north-west corner, probably from an 
abundant spring, though now so mixed with sewage as to 
be unfit for drinking. Eusebius speaks of the Bethesda of 
his day as “ twin pools, one of which is filled by the rains of 
the year, but the other has water tinged in an extraordinary 
way with red.” 1 This effect was likely produced by the 
rapid influx of water through underground channels, after 
heavy rains. It is said by St. John to have been close to 
the “ Sheep Gate ”—the entrance, doubtless, of the numerous 
flocks for the Temple market. 0 

Bathing in mineral waters has, in all ages, been regarded as 
one of the most potent aids to recovery from various diseases, 
and in the East, where water is everything, this belief has 
always prevailed. 2 The Pool of Bethesda, from whatever 
cause, was in especial favour for its curative powers, which 
were supposed to be most effective when the waters were 
“ troubled,” either by the discolouration after heavy rains, or 
by periodical flowing after intermission, as is still the case 
with the Fountain of the Virgin, near Siloam. d 

1 Onomasticon, quoted in Recov. of Jerusalem , p. 196. 

2 Vaihinger, in Herzog , vol. i. p. 657. 

44 



88 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


Natural explanations of ordinary phenomena were unknown 
in those simple times, for there was no such thing as science. 
Among the Jews, as among other races, everything was 
attributed to the direct action of supernatural beings. In 
the Book of Jubilees,* which shows the popular ideas of 
Christ’s day, there are angels of adoration, of fire, wind, 
clouds, hail, hoar frost, valleys, thunder, lightning, winter, 
spring, summer, and autumn, and of “ all things in tho 
heavens and earth, and in all valleys; of darkness, of light, of 
dawn, and of evening'.” The healing powers of the Betlicsda 
waters were, hence, ascribed to periodical visits of an angel, 
who “ troubled the water.” Popular fancy had, indeed, 
created a complicated legend to account for the wonder. At 


least as far back as the days of Nehemiah , 2 the ebbing and 
flowing of some springs had been ascribed to a great dragon 
which lived at their source, and drank up the waters when it 


woke, leaving them to flow only while it was asleep. It was 


even said that a good angel dwelt beside healing springs, and 


each morning gave them their virtue afresh, and a Rabbi 


had gone so far as to report that, as he sat by a fountain, the 
good angel who dwelt in it appeared to him, and said that a 
demon was trying to get into it, to hurt those who frequented 
it. He was, therefore, to go and tell the townsfolk to come 
with hammers, or iron rods or bars, 1 * and beat the wnter till 
it grew red with thick drops of blood—the sign that the 
demon was conquered and slain." 


Some such fanciful notions, based, very probably, on real 
curative powers in the water at certain seasons, attracted 
daily to Bethesda a multitude of unfortunates who hoped to 
be healed of blindness, atrophy, lameness, and other intirmities, 
by bathing, at the right moment, a sufficient number of times. 
Charity had built five porches round the pool, to afford the 
crowd a shelter, and these, and the great steps leading down 
to the waters, were constantly thronged, like the steps of a 
sacred bathing-place to-day, on the Ganges. 

Among the sufferers was one who had been 
crippled by rheumatism * or paralysis for thirty-ei 
but. still clung to the hope that he would, one day, be healed. 
He had, apparently, caused himself to be brought from a dis¬ 
tance,, for he had no friends on the spot, and hence suffered 


helplessly 

^ht years, 


1 Cap. ii. See also Art. Engel, in Herzog, vol. iv. p. 22. 
a Chap. ii. 13. 

9 Vujicra Rabba, § 24. Sepp, vol. ii. p. 37. //or. Heb., vol. iii. p. 203. 
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the pain of many times seeing others, less helpless, crowd 
into the waters, while he lay on his mat for want of some 

pitying aid. 

Jesus had every motive, at this time, to avoid attracting 
attention in Jerusalem, for it might rouse the open hostility 
of the Church authorities, which only waited an oppor¬ 
tunity. The pitiful plight of the sufferer, however, awoke 
His compassion, and in sympathy for his story, though with¬ 
out committing Himself to his ideas respecting the pool, 
He healed him by a word, telling him to “ rise, take up 
his sleeping-mat, and 'walk.” 

The common feelings of humanity, one might have thought, 

would have followed an act so tender and beautiful, with 

■ 

admiration and hearty approval. But there is no crime mat 
may not be done by fanaticism allied to religious opinions ; 
no deadness to true religion too profound for the champion¬ 
ship of fancied orthodoxy. Pity, charity, recognition of 
worth, or nobleness of act or word, give place to remorseless 
hatred and bloodthirsty vengeance where there is religious 
hatred. Inquisitors who sent thousands to the stake for 
an abstract proposition, or immured them in dungeons, and 
feasted on their torture, for their refusal to repeat some 
wTetched Shibboleth, have been amiable and gentle in all 
other relations. The hierarchical party in Jerusalem com¬ 
prised men of all dispositions, and of every shade of sincerity 
and its opposite. But it had been touched in its tenderest 
susceptibilities by the preaching of the Baptist; for it had 
been called to account, and had had its shortcomings held 
up before the nation. The instinct of self-preservation, and 
the conservatism of a priestly and legal order, were instantly 
roused, and assailed the Reformer with the cry that the Law 
and the Temple were in danger. The Baptist had already 
fallen, most likely by their help; but a successor, more to be 
dreaded, had risen in Jesus. They had watched His course 
in Galilee with anxiety, which had already shown itself 
during His first short visit to Jerusalem at the Passover 
before, and in His subsequent circuits through Judea. 
Spies, sent from Jerusalem, dogged His steps and noted His 
words and acts, to report them duly, to the ecclesiastical 
authorities, who had seen more clearly, day by day, that a 
mortal struggle was inevitable between the old theocracy 
and the Innovator. Everything was in their favour. They 
were in power, and could at any moment bring Him before 
their own courts on trial, even for life. But they dreaded 
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Lengthened tuIor 


overt hostility, and for a time preferred to undermine Him 
secretly, by mooting among the people suspicions of His 
being a heretic, or affecting to think Him a mere crazed 
enthusiast. His most innocent sayings were perverted to 
evil; His purest aims purposely misconstrued. Only tho 
favour of the multitude, and His own moderation, prudence, 
and wisdom, warded off open violence. 

He had now, however, given a pretext for more decided 
action than they hod yet taken. No feature of the Jewish 
system was so marked as its extraordinary strictness in 
the outward observance of the Sabbath, as a day of entire 
rest. The scribes had elaborated, from the command of 
Moses, a vast array of prohibitions and injunctions, covering 
the whole of social, individual, and public life, and carried it 
to the extreme of ridiculous caricature, 
were prescribed as to the kinds of knots which might legally 
be tied on Sabbath. The camel-driver's knot and the sailor’s 
were unlawful, and it was equally illegal to tie or to loose 
them. A knot which could be untied with one hand might 
be undone. A shoe or sandal, a woman’s cup, a wine or oil¬ 
skin, or a flesh-pot might be tied. A pitcher at a spring 
might be tied to the body-sash, but not with a cord. 

It was forbidden to write two letters, either with the right 
hand or the left, whether of the same size or of different 
sizes, or with different inks, or in different languages, or 
with any pigment; with ruddle, gum, vitriol, or anything 
that can make marks; or even to write two letters, one on 
each side of a corner of two walls, or on two leaves of a 
writing-tablet, if they could be read together, or to write 
them on the body. But they might be written on any dark 
fluid, on the sap of a fruit-tree, on road-dust, on sand, or on 
anything in which the writing did not remain. If they were 
written with the hand turned upside down, or with the foot, 
or the mouth, or the elbow, or if one letter were added to 
another previously made, or other letters traced over, or if 
a person designed to write the letter n and only wrote two t h 
or if he wrote one letter on the ground and one on the wall, 
or on two walls, or on two pages of a book, so that they 
could not be read together, it was not illegal. If a person, 
through forgetfulness, wrote two characters at differc nt 
times, one in the morning, the other perhaps towards even¬ 
ing, it was a question among the Rabbis whether he had 01 
had not broken the Sabbath. 

The quantity of food that might be carried on Sabbutb 
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from one place to another was duly settled. It must be less 
in bulk than a dried fig: if of honey, only as much as would 
anoint a wound; if water, as much as would make eye- 
salve ; if paper, as much as would be put in a-phylactery ; if 
ink, as much as would form two letters. 1 

To kindle or extinguish a fire on the Sabbath was a great 
desecration of the day, nor was even sickness allowed to 
violate Rabbinical rules. It was forbidden to give an emetic 
on Sabbath, to set a broken bone, or put back a dislocated 
joint, 2 though some Rabbis, more liberal, held that whatever 
endangered life made the Sabbath law void, “ for the com- 
mands were given to Israel only that they might live by 
them.” 3b One who was buried under ruins on Sabbath, 


might be dug for and taken out, if alive, but, if dead, he was 
to be left where he was, till the Sabbath was over. 4 


The holy day began with sunset on Friday, and ended 
with the sunset of Saturday, but as the disappearance of the 


sun was the only mark of time, its commencement was 
different on a hill-top and in a valley. If it were cloudy, 
the hens going to roost was the signal. The beginning and 
close of the Sabbath were announced by trumpet blasts, in 
Jerusalem and in the different towns. From the decline of 


the sun on Friday, to its setting, was Sabbath-eve, and 
on work which would continue into the hours of Sabbath, 
could be done in this interval. All food must be prepared, 
all vessels washed, and all lights kindled, before sunset. 
The money girdle must be taken off, and all tools laid aside. 
‘ £ On Friday, before the beginning of the Sabbath,” said one 
law, “ no one must go out of his house with a needle or a 
pen, lest he forget to lay them aside before the Sabbath 
opens. Every one must also search his pockets at that time, 
to see that there is nothing left in them with which it is 
forbidden to go out on the Sabbath.” 5 The refinements of 
Rabbinical casuistry were, indeed, endless. To wear one 
kind of sandals was carrying a burden, while to wear another 
kind was not. One might carry a burden on his shoulder, 
but it must not be slung between two. 6 It was unlawful to 
go out with wooden sandals or shoes which had nails in 
the soles, or with a shoe and a slipper, unless one foot wero 


1 Schiirer, p. 490. a M. Shah,, xxii. 0, 

3 Lev. xviii. 5. * Junta, viii. 7. 
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Orach Chajim , ed. Lotoe , p. 55. 

6 Oriyen; quoted by Gfrover , vol. i. p. 18. 
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hurt. 1 It was unlawful for any one to cany a loaf on the 
public street, but if two carried it, it was not unlawful.’ 
The Sabbath was believed to prevail in all its strictness, 
from eternity, throughout the universe. All the Rabbinical 
precepts respecting it had been revealed to Jacob from the 
originals on the tablets of heaven. 3 Even in hell the lost 
had rest from their torments on its sacred hours, and the 
waters of Bethesda might be troubled on other days, but 
were still and unmoved on this. 4h 

In an insimere age such excessive strictness led to con¬ 
stant evasions by Pharisees and Sadducees alike. To escape 
the restrictions which limited a journey on Sabbath to 2,000 
cubits from a town or city, they carried food on Friday 
evening to a spot that distance beyond the walls, and 
assumed, by a fiction, that this made that spot also tlieir 
dwelling. They could thus, on the Sabbath, walk the full 
distance "to it, and an equal distance beyond it, this journey 
being only the legal distance from the fictitious place of 
residence ! 5 To make it lawful to eat together on the Sab¬ 
bath the Rabbis put chains across the two ends of a street in 
which the members of a special fraternity lived, and called it 
a single dwelling, while to excuse their carrying the materials 
of their Sabbath repast to the common hall, they each laid 
some food in it on Friday evening, to create the fiction of its 
being part of the common dwelling. The priestly Sadducees, 
on the other hand, made no scruple to have even the beasts 
destined for their kitchen driven to their shambles on the 
Sabbath, on the pretext that their common meals were only 
a continuation of the Temple service, by wrhich the rest of 
the Sabbath was not legally broken. 

Nor were such equivocations the only liberties taken with 
the sacred day, for, however uncompromising towards others, 
the Pharisees were themselves disposed to violate the Sabbath 
laws when occasion demanded. They had one maxim, timidly 
applied it is true, but still theirs: “The Sabbath is for you, 
but you are not for the Sabbath ; ” and another, still bolder, 
“ Make a common day of your Sabbath rather than go to 
your neighbour for help.” 6 

The priests and Rabbis, thus secretly indulgent to them¬ 
selves, but austerely strict before the world, found an oppor- 

1 Mifhna Schabbaih , x. 6. * ftfrttrer, vol. i. p. 18. 

• B. d. Jubil. o. 1. 4 Sepp, vol. iv. p. 35. 

* Derenbourg, p. 142 * Ibid-, pp. 143, 144. 
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tunitv in the cure at Bethesda for parading their hollow 
Puritanism, and at the same time raising a charge against 
Jesus, for the man had been healed on the Sabbath, and had 
been told to carry his sleeping-mat 1 with him to his home. 
This was enough. Met in the street, carrying his pallet, by 
one of these purists, he had been reprimanded for doing 
so as contrary to the Law, and had shielded himself by the 
command of Him who had miraculously healed him. It was 
not till some time after, when Jesus had come upon him in 
the Temple, that he knew the name of his benefactor, for 
Jesus had hurried away from the pool, after curing him, to 
avoid exciting the multitude round. 

It seems from the caution-given him at this second meet¬ 
ing, to “ sin no more, lest something worse should befall 
him,” as if the man had brought his infirmity on himself by 
misconduct. Nor did his subsequent behaviour do him much 
credit. He had no sooner discovered w r ho had healed him, than 
he went to the officials and told them. From that moment 
the doom of Jesus was fixed. Pharisee and Sadducee, Rabbi 
and priest, forgetting their mutual hatreds, caballed, hence¬ 
forth, to fasten such accusations upon Him as would secure 
His death, and never faltered in their resolve till they carried 
it out, two years later, on Calvary. 

Jesus seems forthwith to have been for the first time cited 
before the authorities, on the formal charge of Sabbath- 
breaking ; but His judges were little prepared for the tone 
of His defence. Left to answer for Himself, He threw the 
assembly into a paroxysm of religious fury by claiming to 
work at all times for the good of men, since it was only what 
God, His Father, had done from the beginning, notwith¬ 
standing the Sabbath law. As His Son, He was not to be 
fettered by that law, or subject to it, but was Lord of/the 
Sabbath. The assembly saw what this implied. He had 
added to His Sabbath desecration the higher crime of blas¬ 
phemously “ making Himself equal with God by calling Him 
specially 1 His father.” 2 The excitement must have been 
great, for Orientals give free vent to their feelings, under any 
circumstances. Some years after, the same tribunal, with the 
crowd of spectators, gnashed their teeth -at the martyr 
Stephen, in their infuriated bigotry, and cried out with loud 
voices, and stopped their ears at his words. 3 In all proba¬ 
bility a similar storm rose around Jesus now. But He 


1 See page 89. 


8 John v. 19. 


3 Acts vii. 54, 57. 
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remained perfectly calm, and when silence was in a measure 
restored, proceeded with His defence against this second 
charge. 

He did not for a moment deny that they were right in the 
meaning they put on His words, but stated more fully why 
He used them. It was impossible for Him to act indepen¬ 
dently of His father; He could only do so if He were not 
His Son. There was absolute oneness in the spirit and aim 
of the works of both, as in those of a son who looks with 
reverence at the acts of a Father, and has no thought but to 

in His love lor me, the 
Son, lays ever open before me, in direct self-disclosure, all 
that He Himself does, that I may do the same. Yon marvel 
at my healing the lame man, but the Father will show me 
greater works than this, that I may repeat them here on 
earth, and that you may wonder, not in curiosity as now, but 
in shame at your unbelief.” 

“ Let me tell you,” He continued, “ what these greater works 
are. In your Law it is the special prerogative of the Father 
to awaken and quicken the dead, 1 but it is mine also, for I, 
the Son, quiekeu whom I will. And as to judging men here 
(as to their spiritual state), it is left to me alone by my 
Father, that all men may honour me as His representative, 
as they honour Him. He who does not honour me, the. 
Son, does not honour the Father who sent me. If you wish 
to know whom I spiritually quicken, they are those who hear 
my word, and believe Him who sent me, for they have ever¬ 
lasting life even here, and are not under condemnation, but 
have passed from death to life. Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the (spiritually) 
dead will hear my voice—the voice of the Son of God—and 
they that hear it shall live. I thus wake them to life, because 
the Father has made me the Divine fountain of life, as He 
Himself, the living God, is. He has also given me authority 
to judge men, because I am the Son of man. 

“ But marvel not at what I have said of waking and 
judging the spiritually dead, for I will do yet greater works. 
I shall one day wake the actually dead from their graves, and 
will judge them at the great day, raising those that did good 
in this world to the resurrection of life, and those that did 
evil to a resurrection of judgment. Nor is there a fear of 
error, for I can do nothing of myself. 1 judge as I hear 

1 Deut. xxzii. SO. 1 Sam. ii. 6. See also Tob. xiii. 2. Wisdom xvi- 13. 


reproduce them, “My Father, God, 
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from God, who, in His abiding communion with me, makes 
known His Divine judgment, which, alone, I utter. Hence 
ray judgment cannot err, because I speak only that of God. 

“ You may say that I am bearing witness respecting my¬ 
self, and that, therefore, it is of no value ; but, if you think 
thus, there is another that bears witness to me, and ye know 
that His testimony is true—I mean God Himself. You sent 
to John, and he bore witness to the truth. But the testimony 
1 receive is not that of man. I only say these things that 
you may be saved, by taking John’s testimony to heart, and 
being waked by it to faith in me, and a share in the salvation 
which, as the Messiah, I offer you. What a wondrous ap¬ 
pearance John was ! He was a burning and shining lamp, 
and you wished for a time to rejoice in his light; but when 
you found that he called you to repentance rather than to 
national glory and worldly prosperity, you forsook him, and 
became his enemies. The light he shed was not of the kind 
you desired. 

‘•But I have a witness which is greater than that of John. 
The work which the Father has given me to bring to com¬ 
pletion—the work of founding and raising the new kingdom 
of God, as His Messiah—this, in all that it implies of out¬ 
ward and spiritual wonders, bears witness that the Father 
has sent me. And not only does God Himself testify of me 
indirectly by my work as His Messiah ; He does so directly, 
in your Scriptures. But ye have not recognised the voice 
of this testimony, nor realized the image of me it presents. 
You are spiritually deaf to the one and blind to the other. 
Ye have not the true sense of God’s word in your consciences, 
for you do not believe in His Messiah, whom He has sent, 
and of whom these Scriptures testify. They witness to me 
as the mediator of eternal life, and therefore every one who 
humbly studies them as the guide to that life, will be pointed 
by them to me. You search the Scriptures, professing to wish 
to find life, and yet refuse to accept me ! How self-contra¬ 
dictory and self-condemning ! 

“ I do not reproach you thus, from any feeling of wounded 
pride, for I care nothing for the applause of men. I do it 
be cause I know the ground of your disbelief—you have not 
the love of God in your hearts. If you had, you would 
recognise and receive His Son whom He has sent. I have 
come in my Father’s name, as His commissioned representa¬ 
tive—the true Messiah—and you have rejected me with un¬ 
believing contempt, but when a false Messiah comes in his 
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own name, you will receive him ! It is no wonder you have 
rejected me, for how is it possible that such as you could 
believe, who have no higher craving than to give and accept 
empty earthly honours, and are indifferent to the only true 
honour that comes from being acknowledged and praised of 
God ? 

“ You trust in Moses, who, you think, has premised you 
favour with God, here and hereafter. Beware! There is no 
need that I should accuse you before my Father, for your 
unbelief in me. Moses, himself, in the books in which ye 
trust, is your accuser, for if ye had believed His writings ye 
would have believed me, for he wrote of me. But if ye be so 
blinded as neither to see, nor to believe his writings, how will 
ye believe my words ? ” 

The authorities had never had such a prisoner before 
them. They knew not what to do with Him, and, in their 
confusion and utter defeat, could only let Him depart un¬ 
harmed. They had not yet summoned coumge to proceed 
to open violence. 

This was the turning point in the life of Jesus. Till now 
He had enjoyed a measure of toleration and even of accept¬ 
ance ; but, henceforth, all was changed. Jerusalem was no 
longer safe for Him, and even in Galilee He was dogged by 
determined enmity. 1 The shadow of the Cross darkened His 
whole future career. 

Free from His enemies, Jesus appears to have returned at 
once to Galilee, in the hope, perhaps, that there—far from 
Jerusalem, with its fierce religious fanaticism and malevolent 
hypocrisy—He could breathe more freely in the still and clear 
air of the hills. But religious hatred is beyond all others 
intense and persistent. There were Rabbis and priests 
in the north as well as the south, and they watched His 
every step. 

A fresh occasion for accusation could not be long of 
rising. He had left Jerusalem immediately after the Pass- 
over, and on the Sabbath after the second day of the Feast 1 * 
—or, it may be, a Sabbath later 2 —a new charge was brought 
against Him, In the short distance which it was lawful to 
walk on a Sabbath—leas than three-quarters of a mile 1 —the 
path lay through ripening fields of barley—for Nisan, the 


1 Ellicott, p. 142. 

* Ewald's Qrtchichte. vol. v. p. 380. Bibel T,ex.,v ol. ▼. p. 125. Lights 
foot, in loc. Matt. xii. 1-8. Mark ii. 23-28. Luke vi. 1-6. 
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Passover month, was the ancient Abib, or month of earing-, 
and the first early sheaf was offered on the second day of the 
Passover. It was, by the Law and by Eastern custom, free 
to all to pluck ears enough in a corn field, or grapes enough 
from a vine, to supply hunger , 1 and the disciples, as every 
Oriental still does in the same circumstances, availed them¬ 
selves of this liberty, plucking some ears of the barley, and 
rubbing them in their hands as they went on. The field 
must have been near some town, most likely Capernaum, for 
a number of people were about, and among others, some 
spies.™ It was no wonder both He and the disciples were 
hungry, for no Jew could break his fast till after the morn¬ 
ing service at the synagogue, or take supper till after the 
evening service; but He had sanctioned two offences against 
the Sabbath laws. The plucking the ears, was a kind of 
reaping, and the rubbing was a kind of grinding or threshing. 
Besides, it was required that all food should be prepared on 
Friday, before sunset, and the rubbing was a preparation." 
On any other day there would have been no cause of blame ; 
but to break the Sabbath rather than suffer hunger for a 
few hours, was guilt worthy of stoning . 0 Was it not their 
boast that Jews were known over the world by their readi¬ 
ness to die rather than break the holy day P Every one had 
stories of grand fidelity to it. The Jewish sailor had refused, 
even when threatened with death, to touch the helm a 
moment after the sun had set on Friday, though a storm was 
raging; and had not thousands allowed themselves to be 
butchered rather than lift a weapon in self-defence on the 
Sabbath ? 2 The “ new doctrine ” of Jesus would turn the 
world upside down 3 if not stopped. 

The spies of the hierarchical party, who had seen the 

offence, at once accused Him for permitting it, but His answer 

onlv made matters worse. He reminded them how David, 
%/ 9 

when pressed by hunger, in his flight from Saul, had eaten 
the holy bread, and given it to his followers, though it was 
not lawful for any but priests to eat it. 4p Did that not 
show that the claims of nature overrode those of a cere¬ 
monial rule ? that the necessity of David and his followers 
was to be considered before the observance of a tradition ? 
The law of nature came from God; the theocratic prohibi- 

1 J.avd and Book, p. 684. Ewald’s Alt., p. 248. Lev. xix. 9. Deut. 
Xxiv 19-22 ; xxiii. 25. Ruth ii. 2. 

2 This was changed after the first sad instance. 1 Macc. ii. 41. 

* Acts xvii. 6. 4 1 Sam. xxi. 1. Lev. xxiv. 9. 
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tion was of man. “ And have you not read in the Law,” * 
added He, “ how the priests work at their duties on the 
Sabbath, and yet are held blameless, though they are in faet 
breaking the holy day, if your traditions and rules are to bo 
the unbending standard ? q What is lawful for the servants 
of the Temple to do on Sabbath must, much more, be lawful 
for my servants to do on that day, for I am greater than the 
Temple. You condemn my disciples, because your thoughts 
are so fixed on outward rites that you have forgotten that 
God thinks less of them than of acts of mercy. Does He 
not say , 2 ‘ I will have mercy and not sacrifice ? ’ It is in 
your want of mercy that you accuse my followers. They 
have, besides, acted under my authority. The Sabbath was 
made for man, not man for the Sabbath, as even the Phari¬ 
sees allow, and therefore, in any case, its laws must give way 
before human necessities. But I, the Son of man—the 


representative of man as man—the Messiah of God—am still 
higher than any individual man, and above all your Sabbath 
laws.” 


Such a retort and such transcendent claims mav well have 
startled His accusers, but they only deepened their hatred, 
for bigotry is blind and deaf to reason. Charge was 
being added to charge, accusation to accusation. He had 
claimed the power to foigive sins; He had associated with 
publicans and sinners; He had shown no zeal for washings 
or fasts, and now He had, a second time, opeuly desecrated 
the Sabbath. 

His defence had only made His position towards the Phari¬ 
saic laws more antagonistic than ever, for it had denied that 
they were unconditionally binding. Their authority depended 
on circumstances: they were not owned as directly Divine. 
God had planted a higher law in the human breast, and the 
system of the Rabbis must yield before it. He had virtually 
alleged that the time w r as come to free Israel from the yoke 
of traditional observance, and to raise a new spiritual king¬ 
dom on the imperishable basis of truly Divine law . 3 By 
their system man was subordinated to the Sabbath; not the 
Sabbath to man. This harshness was not the design or will 
of God. The Sabbath had been given by Him for the good 
of man, and was to be a day of refreshment, peace, and joy; 
not of pain, sorrow, and terror. Jesus, therefore, proclaimed! 
expressly that m a n is greater than the Sabbath, in direct: 


1 Num. xxviii. 9 ff. 


1 Hoe. vi. 6. 


* Schenkel , p. 87. 
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contradiction to the Pharisaic teaching, which made the 
Sabbath of immeasurably greater worth than man. Man, 
and still more Himself, as the representative of humanity, 
iu its abiding dignity and rights—the Son of man—is the 
Lord of the Sabbath. It was a proclamation of spiritual 

freedom. 

By such teaching, the Rabbinical and the priestly party, 
alike, felt themselves threatened in their cherished hopes, 
wishes, and interests. Since His half-contemptuous words 
about the old garment and the old bottles, the breach be- 

O 9 

tween them and Jesus had been final. They had marked Him 
definitely, as opposed to traditional Rabbinism, as a danger¬ 
ous agitator, and an enemy of the venerated “ Hedge of the 
Law,”—the glory of successive generations of Rabbis. The 
hierarchy would at once have indicted Him publicly, but for 
His wide popularity, the devotion felt for Him by the multi¬ 
tudes He had healed or comforted, the transparent singleness 
of His aims and labours, the gentleness and dignity of His 
character, which enforced reverence, and His Divine humility 
and lowliness of heart , 1 which made Him so unassailable. 

The synagogues were, as yet, open to Him, and He still 
frequented them, for the facilities they offered of teaching 
the people. Another violation of the Pharisaic laws of the 
Sabbath soon followed, in one of the services. He had gone 
to the synagogue, and was teaching in it, when He noticed a 
man 2 whose right hand, withered by long-standing local 
paralysis and its consequent atrophy , 3 hung helpless by his 
side. Meanwhile, the angry scribes and Pharisees, now 
constantly on the watch against Him, sat with keen eyes to 
see if he would venture to break their Sabbath laws once 
more, by healing the sufferer, who could claim no help till 
the sacred day was over, as he was in no immediate danger 
of life. Their fine-spun casuistry had elaborated endless 
rules for the treatment of all maladies on the sacred day. 
A person in health was not to take medicine on the Sabbath. 
For the toothache, vinegar might be put in the mouth, if it 
were afterwards swallowed, but it must not be spat out 
again. A sore throat must not be gargled with oil, but tho 
oil might be swallowed. It was unlawful to rub the teeth 
with sweet spice for a cure, but, if it were done to sweeten 


1 Schevkel , p. 89. 

* Matt. xii. 9-14. Mark iii. 1-6. Luke vi. 6-11, 

3 Bibel Lex., vol. ii. p. 586. 
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the breath, it was permitted. No fomentations, etc., could bo 
pat to affected parte of the body . 1 One prohibition I mast 
give in Latin. “ Qui pediculum occidit sabb. idem est ac 
ei occideret camelum.” The school of Shainmai held it 
unlawful to comfort the sick, or visit the mourner on the 
Sabbath, but the school of Hillel permitted it. 

It was clear, therefore, that, if any cure of the witheied 
hand were attempted, there would be ground for another 
formal charge of Sabbath-breaking, which brought with it 
death by stoning. 

But Jesus never feared to da right. No thought of self 
ever came between Him and His witness to the truth. 
Looking over at His enemies, as they sat on the chief seats, 
He read their hearts, and felt that fidelity to the very law 
which His expected action would be held to have broken, 
demanded that that act be done. 

His whole soul was kindled with righteous anger and 
sorrow at the hardness which forced conscience to be silent, 
rather than confess the truth. It was needful that such 
hollowness and wilful perversity should be exposed. As the 
Son of God—the Messiah—sent to found a kingdom of pure 
spiritual religion, He felt that the wisdom of the schools, 
priestly mediation, sacrifices, Temple rites, and Sabbath 
laws, were only a glittering veil, which shut out the know¬ 
ledge of eternal truth, alike towards God and towards man. 
He had taught and healed, announced the kingdom of spirit 
and truth, cheered the poor, reproved sinners, lifted the 
humble from the dust, and gathered the godly round Him¬ 
self. Dull, mechanical obedience to worthless forms; or 
love, from the fulness of the heart, was now the question, in 
religion and morals. Should true religion be spread, or 
error confirmed ? 2 Should He silently allow blinded men 
to fancy their blind leaders right, or should He brave all, to 
open their eyes and lead them into the true ways of His 
Father P Looking at the paralyzed man, He bade him rise 
from the floor—on which, with the rest of the congregation, 
he had been sitting s —and stand forth in the midst, and, on 
his doing so, in ready obedience to one so famous, turned 
once more to the scowling Rabbis on the dais. “ Is it lawful 
on the Sabbath days,” He asked them, “to do good or to do 
evil, to save life or to destroy it P” But they held their 
peace, fearing they might commit themselves by answering 

1 Hor. Heb., vol. ii. p. 201. * Schenkel, p. 91. * Schiirer, p. 415, 
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without careful reflection, “ It is allowable, is it not,” He 
resumed, “ to lay hold on a sheep which has fallen into a pit 
on the Sabbath day, and help it out ? 1 How much then, is 
a man better than a sheep ? Wherefore it is 'lawful to do 
well on the Sabbath.” “ Stretch forth thy hand,” said He, 
to the sufferer;—and the hand which, till then, had hung 
wasted and lifeless at his side, was healthy and strong as 
the other. 

Jesus knew the significance of the moment. He felt that 

o 

the silence of His accusers was not from conviction, but 
sullen obstinacy, which had shut its ears against the truth. 
He saw that, between him and the leaders of the nation, 
there was henceforth a hopeless separation. They had finally 
rejected Him, and would henceforward seek His destruc¬ 
tion. Their fanaticism, now fairly roused, forgot all minor 
hatreds, and united the hostile factions of the nation in 
common eagerness for His destruction. No parties could be 
more opposed than the nationalists or Pharisees, and the 
Friends of Rome 1 gathered round Herod An ti pas at Tiberias, 
but they now joined in hunting Jesus to the death. The 
alliance boded the greatest danger, for it showed that, in 
addition to religious fanaticism, He had now to encounter 
the suspicion of designing political revolution. The Church 
and the State had banded together to put “ the deceiver of 
the people ” out of the way as soon as possible. 

It had been inevitable from the first that it should be so. 

M 

The Jerusalem party expected the “ Salvation of Israel ” 
from the unconditional restoration of the theocracy, with 
themselves at its head, and from the strictest enforcement 
of outward legal observances. While the contrast between 
Judaism and heathenism was, meanwhile, intensified and 
embittered to the utmost, they hoped before long to crash 
Rome, or perish in the attempt. They would have greeted 
any one who proved able to impose their Law, in all its 
strictness, on mankind,—as a deliverer, as the stem from the 
root of David, as the Saviour and Messiah. In Jesus, on the 
contrary, there appeared one who, while constraining their 
wonder at His lofty morality and spiritual greatness, was 
the very opposite of all they wished and hoped. He claimed 
to be the Messiah, but His ideal of the Messiahship was the 
antithesis of that of the Rabbis and priesthood. He had 
announced Himself as the founder of a new theocracy more 


1 Hot. H(b. t vol. ii. p. 201. 
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spiritual and more holy than that of Moses. He had thrown 
a new light on the Scriptures; had revealed God in a now 
aspect as no mere national deity, but the Father of all 
mankind—and He had taught the most startling novelties as 
to the freedom of the individual conscience. The Rabbis 
had enjoyed, as their exclusive prerogative, the exposition of 
Scripture, but they now found themselves dethroned by the 
religious freedom Jesus had proclaimed, and He had even 
spoken of them as a hindrance to true knowledge. The spirit 
of,His teaching compromised the whole state of things in the 
religious world. He announced a new future: the vested 
rights of the day clung to the past, with which their in¬ 
terests and their passions were identified. 

The new wine was thus already bursting the old bottles, 
and the result could not be doubtful. Conservatism felt 
itself imperilled, for it had been weighed and found want¬ 
ing. The priesthood had become a dividing wall between 
God and Israel. Its condition was a fit expression of the 
religious decay of the nation. The sacrifices were mere 
outward forms ; the Temple, notwithstanding the glory with 
which Herod’s love of magnificence and hypocritical piety 
had adorned it, was a symbol of exclusiveness, intolerance, 
and hatred of humanity at large; the high officialism of 
the day, was a dam against every reform, every breath of 
fresh religious thought, and every attempt at a purer spiritual 

life . 1 


1 Sehenkel, voh i. p. 90b 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 


GALILEE. 

T HE opposition of the Rabbis and priests, however malig¬ 
nant and fixed, was as yet confined to secret plottings . 1 
With the people at large, Jesus continued even increasingly 
popular. It was advisable, however, to avoid any pretext 
for overt hostility, and hence He withdrew from Capernaum 
for a time, on another mission to the towns and villages on 
the edge of the lake, till the storm, in a measure, blew over. 

To the chagrin of His enemies, the multitudes attracted to 

^ _ 1 _ 

see and hear Him were larger than ever. The excitement 
was evidently spreading through all Palestine, for numbers 
still continued to come from Jerusalem and Idumea on the 
south, from Perea and Decapolis and other parts on the east, 
and even from the heathen district round Tyre and Sidon on 
the north. There were many Jews settled in every part of 
the land, and the concourse was no doubt of such almost 
exclusively. It was even found necessary that a boat should 
attend Him, as He journeyed along the shore, that He might 
betake Himself to it when the throng grew oppressive. 
Miraculous cases in great number increased the excitement, 
many who crowded round Him finding relief by touching 
even His clothes, and unclean spirits falling down before 
Him in involuntary confession of His being the Son of God. 
But though His pity would not refuse to heal any who came, 
He still sought to avoid the offence of too great notoriety, by 
requiring secrecy. His gentle and -unostentatious progress 
was in such vivid contrast to the noisy and disputatious ways 
of the Rabbis, that St. Matthew saw in it a fulfilment of the 
Messianic visions of Isaiah, for He did not strive, nor cry 
aloud, nor was His voice heard in the streets, and in His 
tender gentleness He would not break a bruised reed, or 
quench even the smoking flax . 2 



att. xii. 15-21. 



Mark iii. 7, 12. 


2 Isa. xlii. 1-3. 
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The Gospels do not enable us, in the incidents recorded by 
them, to follow any chronological sequence of these months 
of our Lord’s ministry, but it must have been about this 
time, perhaps on His return to Capernaum, from this mis¬ 
sion, that we must date one of the most interesting of their 
narratives . 1 He had scarcely reached home, after His cir¬ 
cuit, when a deputation of “ the elders of the Jews ” waited 
on Him. They were the foremost men in the Capernaum 
community—the governing body of the synagogue, and, as 
such, the Jewish magistrates of the town. It is the habit 
in the East to send such embassies when any request is to 
be made or invitation given with circumstances of special 
respect , 2 but there was a feature in this case that made it 
very unusual. The members of the deputation, though 
Jewish ecclesiastical officials, came as the representatives of 
a heathen, possibly of a Samaritan. Lying on the edge of 
his territory, Herod Antipas kept a small garrison in Caper¬ 
naum, and this, at that time, was under command of a 
centurion, who, like many of the better heathen of the day, 
had been drawn towards Judaism by its favourable contrast 
with idolatry. He had shown his sympathy with the nation 
and his generous spirit, in a way then not uncommon among 
the wealthy, by building a synagogue 3 in the town—perhaps 
that of which the massive ruins still remain . 4 One of his 


slaves had been struck with a paralytic affection, and was 
fast sinking; and with a tenderness that did him infinite 
honour in an age when a slave was treated by many 
masters, and even in the eye of the Roman law,* ns a mere 
chattel, he prayed Jesus, through the Jewish elders ,* 1 to 


chattel, he prayed Jesus, through the Jewish elders, to 
heal the sufferer. Their request was at once complied with, 
and Jesus forthwith set out with them to the centurion s 


zeal of the messengers had outrun their commis¬ 
sion, for, as Jesus approached the house, a second deputation 
met Him, to deprecate His being put to so much trouble, 
and to apologize, by a humble expression of the centurion's 
sense of his unworthiness of the honour of such an One com¬ 
ing under his roof. He, himself, appears to have followed, 
as if it had been too great a liberty to approach Jesus ex¬ 
cept at the distance of two mediations. “ Lord,” said he, 


quarters. 
But th 


1 Matt. viii. 6-13. Luke vii. 1-10. * Land and Book , p 211. 

3 It is called the Synagogue in the Greek text, apparently to mark that 

it was the only one. 

4 Funer, p. 324. 
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trouble not Thyself; for 

ft/ ' 


am not worthy that Thou 


shouldest enter under my roof. Wherefore, neither thought 
I mvself worthy to come to Thee; but say in a word, and 
mv servant shall be healed. For I, also, am a man set under 
authority (and render obedience to my superiors), and have 
soldiers under me, and I say to this one, Go, and he goes ; to 
another, Come, and he comes; and to my servant, Do this, 
and he does it. If, therefore, Tou indicate your pleasure only 
by a word, the demons who cause diseases will at once obey 
Von and leave the sick man, for they are under your authority 0 
as my servants are under mine.” 

Faith so clear, undoubting, and humble, had never before 
cheered the heart of Jesus, even from a Jew, and, coming as 
it did from the lips of a heathen, it seemed the first-fruits of 
a vast harvest, outside the limits of the Ancient People. He 
had found a welcome in Samaria when rejected in Judea; 
and now it was from a heathen He received this lowly 
homage. The clouds that had lain over the world through 
the past seemed to break away, and a new earth spread it¬ 
self out before His soul. The Kingdom of God, rejected by 
Israel, would be welcomed by the despised Gentile nations. 
“ Verily,” said He, “I tell you, I have not found so great 
faith, no, not in Israel. And I say unto you, that many shall 
come from the east and the west, and lie down at the table 


of God in the kingdom of the Messiah, as honoured guests, 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, while the Jew, who prided 
himself on being, by birth, the child of the heavenly king¬ 
dom, and despised all others, as doomed to sit in the dark¬ 
ness outside the banquet hall of the Messiah, will have to 
change places with them ! ” To His hearers such language 
would speak with a force to be measured only by their fierce 
pride and intolerance. To share a grand banquet with the 
patriarchs in the Messianic kingdom, was a favourite mode 
with the Jews of picturing the blessedness that kingdom 
would bring. “ In the future world,” they made God say, in 
one of their Rabbinical lessons, “ I shall spread for you Jews 
a great table, which the Gentiles will see and be ashamed.” 1 
But now the rejection and despair are to be theirs ! The con¬ 
trast between Jesus and the Rabbis was daily becoming more 
marked, for He adds to all else a grand vision of a uni¬ 
versal religion, and of a kingdom of the Messiah, no longer 
national, but sending a welcome to all humanity who will 
submit to its laws. 


1 Tanchum. in Schottgen . 
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“ Go thy way,” added He, to the centurion, “ and as thou 
hast believed, so be it done to thee.” And his slave was 
healed in that very hour. 

He had apparently left Capernaum the same day, for we 
find Him, on the next, at a village called Nain, twenty-fivo 
miles to the south-west, on the northern slope of “Little Her- 
mon,” a clump of hills at the eastern end of the great plain 
of Esdraelon. It was still the early and popular time of His 
ministry, and crowds followed Him wherever He appearetl. 
Nain, which is now a poor and miserable hamlet, inhabited 
only by a few fanatical Mahometans, may then have deserved 
its name, “ the beautiful.” The only antiquities about it are 
some tombs hewn in the hills, seen, as you approach, beside 
the road which winds up to the village. The presence of 
the Prince of Life, with a throng of disciples and followers, 
might well have banished thoughts of sadness, but shadows 
everywhere lie side by side with the light. As He came 
near, another procession met Him, descending from Nain, 
the dismal sounds rising from it, even at a distance, telling 
too plainly what it was. Death had been busy under those 
blue summer skies, and its prey was now being borne, amidst 
the wail of the mourner, to its last resting-place. A colder 
heart than that of Jesus w r ould have been touched, for it was 
a case so sad that the whole town had poured forth to show 
its sympathy with the broken heart that followed next the 
bier. d It was the funeral of a young man, the only son of a 
widow, now left in that saddest of all positions to a Jew—to 
mourn alone, in the desolated home in which ho had died, 
doubtless, only a very few hours before.* Moved with the 
pity at all times an instinct with Him, Jesus could not let the 
train, sweep on. It was not meet that death should reap 
its triumph in His presence. Stepping towards the poor 
mother, He dined up the fountain of her tears by a soft appeal. 
“Weep not,” said He, and then—careless of the defilement 
which would have made a Rabbi pass as far as he could from 
the dead—moved to the bier. Touching it, those who bore 
the body at once stood still. It was, no doubt, a mere open 
frame, like that still used for such purposes in Palestine. 
“ Young man,” said He, “ I say unto thee, Arise.” It was 
enough. “ He that was dead sat up and began to speak. 
And He delivered him to his mother.” 

It was at Shunem, now Solani , 1 a village on the other side 
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of the very hill on which Nain stood, that Elisha had rinsed 
the only son of the lady who had hospitably entertained 
him; and the luxuriant plain of Jezreel, stretching out 
beneath, had been the scene of the greatest events in the life 


of Elijah, who had raised to life the son of the widow, in the 
Phenician village of Sarepta, on the far northern coast. No 
prouder sign of their greatness as prophets had lingered in 
the mind of the nation than such triumphs over the grave, 
and in no place could such associations have been more rife 
than in the very scene of the life of both. At the sight of 
the young man once more alive, the memory of Elijah and 
Elisha was on every lip, and cries rose on all sides that a 
great prophet had again risen, and that God had visited His 
people. Nor did the report confine itself to these upland 
regions. It flew far and near, to Judea in the south, and 

c 9 * 

even to the remote Perea. 


For now six months ; it may be, for more than a year/the 
Baptist—the one man hitherto recognised, in those days, 
as a prophet—had lain a prisoner in the dungeons of 
Machaerus, in hourly expectation of a violent death—a 
man, young in years, but wasted with his own fiery zeal, 
and now by the shadows of his prison-house. But Antipas 
had not yet determined on his ultimate fate. Shielding 
him from the fury of Herodias, and yet dreading to let him 
go free , 1 he still suffered him, as Felix permitted Paul long 
afterwards, at Caesarea, to receive visits from his disciples, 
as if almost ashamed to confine one so blameless. The 


rumours of Christ’s doings had thus, all along, reached the 
lofty castle where he lay, and must have been the one great 
subject of his thought and conversation. As a Jew, he had 
clung to Jewish ideas of the Messiah, expecting apparently 
a national movement, which would establish a pure theo¬ 
cracy, under Jesus. Why had He left him to languish in 
prison ? Why had He not used His supernatural powers to 
advance the Kingdom of God P 

To solve such questions, which could not be repressed, 
two of his disciples were deputed to visit Jesus, and learn 
from Himself whether He was, indeed, the Messiah, or 
whether the nation should still look for another? From 


first to last, more than sixty claimants of the title were to 
rise. John might well wonder if the past were not a dream, 
and Jesus only a herald like himself. He had everything 
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to depress him. A child of the desert, accustomed to its 
wild freedom, he was now caged in a dismal fortress, with 
no outlook except black lava-crags, and deep gorges, yawn¬ 
ing in seemingly bottomless depths. Burning with zeal, ho 
found himself set aside as if forsaken by God, or of no use 
in His kingdom. Even the people appeared to have forgotten 
him, for their fickle applause had begun to lessen, even 
before his imprisonment. His work seemed to have been 
without results ; a momentary excitement which had already 
died away. He could not hope for visits from Jesus, which 
would only have given a second prisoner to Machaerus—“ the 

Black Castle.” 

The reaction from the sense of boundless liberty in the 
desert and the stir and enthusiasm of the great assemblies 
at the fords of the Jordan, to the forced inaction and close 
walls of a prison, affected even the strong and firm soul 
of the hero, as similar influences have affected the bravest 
hearts since his day. Moses and Elijah had had their times 
of profound despondency, and it was no wonder that a 
passing cloud threw its shadow over the Baptist in his 
lonely dungeon. 

The answer of Jesus was full of calm dignity. Isaiah, the 
special favourite of John, had given the marks, ages before, 
by which the Messiah should be known, and these Jesus 
proceeded at once to display to the disciples sent from 
Machaerus. Among the crowds around Him, there were 
always many who had been attracted by the hope of a 
miraculous cure of tlieir diseases or infirmities, and those 
He forthwith summoned to His presence, aud healed. John 
would understand the significance of such an answer, and ii. 
left undisturbed the delicacy which shrank from verbal self- 
assertion. His acts, and the gracious words that accom¬ 
panied them, were left to speak for Him. It was enough 
that He should refer the envoys to Isaiah, and to what they 
saw. “ Go your way, and tell John what you have seen 
and heard. The blind see, the lame walk, the lepers arc 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 
have the Gospel preached to them.” 1 * “ Tell him, moreover, 

that I know how he is tempted j but let him comfort himself 
with the thought that he who holds fast his faith in spite 
of all fiery trials, and does not reject the kingdom of God 
because of its small beginnings, and gentle spirituality, so 
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different from the worldly power and glory expected, already 
has the blessings it is sent to bring.” 1 

The messengers had hardly departed, when His full heart 
broke out into a eulogy on John, tender, lofty, and fervent. 
“It was no weak and wavering man,” said He, “bending 
this way and that, likd the tall waving reeds, h that ye went 
out in bands to the desert hanks of the Jordan to see ! No 
soft and silken man, tricked out in splendid dress, and living 
on dainty fare, like the glittering courtiers at Tiberias! 
John was a prophet of Giod—aye, the last and the greatest of 
prophets, for he was sent as the herald to prepare the way for 
me, the Messiah ! I tell you, among all that have been born 
of women, a greater and more honoured than John the 
Baptist has not risen ! ” 

Passing from this tender tribute, which He had already 
paid to His great forerunner, even before the authorities at 
Jerusalem,- He proceeded, as was meet, to point out the 
greater privileges enjoyed by His hearers, than even by one 
so famous. “ He was great indeed in the surpassing dignity 
of his office, as the herald of the Kingdom ; yet one far less, 1 
but still a member of that Kingdom which is now set up 
among you, is gTeater in the honour of his citizenship 3 than 
he, for he stood outside. But he did a mighty work ; he 
roused the land to a grand earnestness for the kingdom of 

o o 

the Messiah, and they who were thus stirred by him, are 
those now being received into it The Prophets and the Law 
only prophesied of my coming: John announced me as 
having come. Believe me, he was the Elias who was to 
appear.” k 

To a Jewish audience, no honour could be so great as this, 
for Elijah was the greatest of all the prophets. “ Elijah 
appeared,” says the son of Sirach, “ a prophet like fire, and 
his words burned like a torch. He brought down famine on 
Israel, and by his stormy zeal, he took it away. Through 
the word of the Lord he shut np the heavens, and thrice 
brought down fire from them. 0 ! how wert thou magni¬ 
fied, 0 Elijah, by thy mighty deeds, and who can boast that 
he is thine equal! He raised the dead to life, and brought 
them from the underworld by the word of the Highest. He 
cast kings to destruction, and the noble from their seats. 
He received power to punish on Sinai, and judgments on 

1 Eirald, vol. v. p. 401. 3 John v. 35. 

* Liyhtfoot , vol. ii. p. 191. Meyer, in loc. 
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Horeb. He anointed kings to revenge guilt, and prophets to 
be his successors. He was carried up in a flaming storm, 
in a chariot with horses of fire ; he is appointed for the cor¬ 
rection of times to come, to abate God’s wrath before judg¬ 
ment be let loose, to turn the heart of the father to the sons, 
and to restore the tribes of Jacob. It is well for those who 
shall behold thee ! ” 1 All the majesty of the prophetic othee 
seemed incorporate in the Tishbite, and yet this did not appear 
enough to Jesus to express the dignity of John, for he was 
more than a prophet, and no greater had ever risen among 
all the sons of men . 3 


The message from John was only the utterance of the 
general feeling which, by its want of spiritual elevation, 
questioned the Messiahship of Jesus, because He had not real¬ 
ized the national idea of a Jewish hero-king, at the head of a 
great revolt from Rome, destroying the heathen, and estab¬ 
lishing the theocracy by wonders like the dividing of the 
Red Sea, or the thunderings of Sinai. It struck home to the 
heart of the Saviour, that even His herald should have no 


higher or worthier conception of the true nature of the 
kingdom of God,—that even he, so near the light,—should 
have caught so little of its brightness. No wonder the 
people, as a mass, rejectedHim. How long had He taught 
in the towns of Galilee, and yet how disproportionately small 
was the number He had really won, in spite of the throngs 


who had pressed with eager curiosity and wonder round 
Him, and the respect He had excited by His teachings ! 


His heart was bowed with sorrow. He had come to His 


own, and His own did not receive Him. Infinite love and 
pity for them filled His soul, for He was Himself a son of 
Israel, and would fain have led His» brethren into the New 
Kingdom, as the first-fruits of the nations. But they refused 
to let themselves be delivered from the spiritual and moral 
slavery under which they had long sunk. The yoke of the 
Romans was not their greatest misfortune. That of the 
dead letter and of frozen forms and formulap, which chilled 
every nobler aspiration, and shut up the heart against true 
repentance and practical holiness, was a far greater calamity. 
Even their highest ideal—the conception of the Messiah — 
had become a heated fantastic dream of universal dominion, 


1 Eccloa. xlviii. 1-1L 
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apart from religious reform. A glimpse of other fields, 
which promised a richer harvest, had, however, lifted His 
spirit to consoling thoughts, for the heathen centurion had 
shown the faith which was wanting in Israel. - His homage 
had been like the wave-offering before God of the first sheaf 
of the Gentile world! Heathenism might be sunk in error 
and sin, crime and lust, and all moral confusion might reign 
widely in it; there was more hope of repentance and a 
return to a better life, from heathen indifference or guilt, 
than from Jewish insane, self-righteous pride. 1 

The crowd of despised common people and publicans, 2 to 
whom Jesus had addressed His eulogy of John, received it 
with delight, for they had themselves been baptized by the 
now imprisoned prophet. There were not wanting others, 
however, whom it greatly offended—the Pharisees and Scribes 
presentjfor no friendly purpose. With the instinct of mono¬ 
poly, they condemned at once whatever had not come through 
the legitimate channels of authorized teaching. They had 
gone out to John, but with the foregone conclusion to hear, 
criticize, and reject him with supercilious contempt, as only 
fit for the vulgar. Though a priest’s son, he was virtually a 
layman, for he had not been duly ordained. He might be 
good enough in his way, but he was not a Rabbi. He was 
almost guilty of schism, like Korah. He was not licensed 
by the authorities, and yet preached, as, indeed, for that 
matter, was the case with Jesus Himself. A thought of 
the bitter hostilitv John and He had met, rose in the 

4 / _ ’ 

Saviour’s mind at the sight of the Rahbis on the skirts of the 
crowd, and the sadness and indignation of His heart broke 
out in stem denunciation. “ To what shall I liken the men 
of this generation ? They are like children in the empty 
market-places, playing at marriages and mournings ; some 
making music on the flute for the one, some acting like 
mourners for the other; but neither the cheerful piping, nor 
the sad beating on the breast, pleasing the companion audi¬ 
ence. John the Baptist came upholding the traditions and 
customs of you Rabbis ; for He fasted, and paid attention to 
washings and set prayers, and enjoined these on his disciples ; 
but you said he was too strict, and would have nothing to do 
with him, and that he spoke in so strange a way because he 
had a devil. I came eating and drinking—neither a Nazarite 
like John, nor requiring fasts like him; nor avoiding the 
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table of all but the ceremonially pure, like the Pharisees; 
and you 6ay I am too fond of eating and of wine, and still 
worse, am a friend of the publicans and sinners you despise. 
But the true Divine wisdom, which both he and I have pro¬ 
claimed, is justified by those who honour and follow it, for 
they know its surpassing worth, though you treat it as folly ! 
The Divine wisdom of both his and my coming as we have 
come, is vindicated by all who humbly seek to be wise, and 
the folly of men is 6een in their fancied wisdom.” 

He would fain have led into the ways of peace all to whom 
He had preached in His frequent journeys. But tender 
though He was, He was also stern when stolid obduracy shut 
its eyes on the sacred light He had brought to them. Most 
of His mighty works had been done, and most of Hi9 no less 
mighty words had been spoken, in Chorazin, Bethsaida, and 
Capernaum, the district which He had made His home. But 
they had led to no general penitence. With a voice of un¬ 
speakable sadness, mingled with holy wrath, He denounced 
such wilful perversity. “ Woe unto thee, Chorazin, woe unto 
thee, Bethsaida, for if the mighty works I have done in you 
had been done even in Tyre and Sidon, the types of besotted 
heathenism, they would have repented long ago, in sackcloth 
and ashes. But I say unto you, It will be more tolerable for 
Tyre and Sidon in the Day of Judgment than for you. And 
thou, Capernaum, exalted to heaven by my dwelling and 
working in you, shalt be thrust down to Hades, at the Day of 
Judgment; for if the mighty works I have done in thee had 
been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 
But I say unto you, It will be more tolerable for the land of 
Sodom, in the Day of Judgment, than for thee ! ” 

It would seem as if, at this point, some communicsition that 
pleased him had been made to Jesus. Perhaps His disciples 
had told Him of some success obtained among the simple 
crowds to whom they had preached the New Kingdom. What¬ 
ever it was, He broke forth on hearing it into thanksgiving. 

“ I praise Thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven and earth, that 
Thouhast hid the things of Thy Kingdom from those who 
are thought, and who think themselves, wise, and qualified to 
judge—the Rabbis, and priests, and Pharisees—and hast 
revealed them to simple souls, unskilled in the wisdom of the 
schools. I thank Thee that what is well-pleasing to Thee has 
happened thus! ” The New Kingdom was not to rest on the 
theology of the schoolmen of the day, or on official authority, 
or on the sanction of a corrupt Church, or on the support of 



113 


THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN FOR “ BABES.” 

4 


privileged classes, but upon, childlike faith and humble love. 
It was not to spread downwards, from among the powerful and 
influential, but to rise from amidst the weak and ignoble, the 
poor and lowly, who would receive it in love’and humility. 
It was to spread upwards by no artificial aids, but by the 
attractions of its own heavenly worth alone. It was a vital 
condition of its nature that it should, for it can only be re¬ 
ceived in sincerity, where its unaided spiritual beauty wins 
the heart. 


Among the “ babes ” were doubtless included the con¬ 
fessors to be won from the world at large, and not from 
Israel alone, for the law of growth from below, upwards, is 
that of religious movements in every age and country. All 
reformations begin with the laity and with the obscure. 
Jesus had nothing to hope, but everything to fear, from the 
privileged orders, the learned guilds, the ecclesiastical author¬ 
ities, and the officials of the Church generally. It sounds 
startling to read of His thanking God that these all-powerful 
classes showed neither sympathy for the New Kingdom 
founded by Him, nor even the power of comprehending it, 
and that it was left to the simple and childlike minds of the 
common people, in their freedom from prejudice, to embrace 
it with eagerness. It was because He saw in the fact, the 
Divine law of all moral and religious progress. New epochs 
in the spiritual history of the world always spring, like seeds, 
in darkness and obscurity, and only show themselves when 
they have already struck root in the soil. The moral and 
religious life finds an unnoticed welcome in the mass of the 
people, when the higher ranks of lay, and even of ecclesiastical 
society, are morally and spiritually effete, unfit to introduce 
a reform, and bound by their interests to things as they are. 1 

The overflowing fulness of heart, which had found utter¬ 
ance in prayer, added a few'sentences more, of undying in¬ 
terest and beauty. It might be feared that, if old guides 
were forsaken, those who took Him for their leader might 
find Him unequal to direct them aright. To dispel any such 
apprehension He draws aside the veil from some of the awful 
mysteries of His nature and His relation to the Eternal, in 
words which must have strangely comforted the simple souls 
who heard them first, and which still carry with them won¬ 
drous spiritual support, intensified by their awful sublimity as 
the words of One, in outward seeming, a man like ourselves. 
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All things concerning the New Kingdom are delivered 
nnto me*of my Father—its founding, its establishment, its 
spread. I am, therefore, the King and Leader of the new 
people of God—the head of the new Theocracy, divinely 
commissioned to rule over it. All that 1 teach I have re¬ 
ceived from my Father. I speak, in all things, the mind 
of God, and thus you are for ever safe. No one but the 
Father, who has commissioned and sent me forth—Me, His 
Son—knows fully what I am, and what measure of gifts I 
have received as Messiah. Nor does any man know the 
Father, in His counsels for the salvation of man, as I, His Son, 
do, and those to whom I make Him known. I am the true 
Light, who alone can lighten men, the one true Teacher, who 
cannot mislead. 1 

“ Come unto me, therefore, all ye that labour and are 
heavy-laden with the burdens of rites and traditions of 
men, which your teachers lay on you—you, who can find no 
deliverance from the misery of your souls by all these ob¬ 
servances—and I will give your spirits rest. Cast off their 
heavy yoke and take mine, and learn of me, for I am not 
hard and haughty like your Rabbis, but meek and lowly in 
heart, and ye shall find rest for your souls. For the yoke I 
lay on you, the law I require you to honour, is not like 
that which you have hitherto borne, but brings health to the 
spirit, and my burden is light, for it is the Law of love.” 2 

Language like this, briefly expanded, for greater clearness, 
demands reverent thought. Who does not feel that such 
words could not fall from the lips of a sinful man, but only 
from those of one whose nature and life lay far above all 
human imperfection ? Who, even of the highest, or wisest, 
or best, of human teachers, could invite all , without excep¬ 
tion to come to him, with the promise that he would give* 
them true rest for their souls ? a And who, in doing so, 
could speak of it as a thing apparent to all who heard him, 
that he was meek and lowly in heart? Who would think 
of claiming the stately dignity of sole representative of the 
Unseen God, and who could speak of God as his Father, in 
the same way as Jesus? And who would dare to link Him¬ 
self with the Eternal in a communion so awful and an inter- 
revelation so absolute ? He makes us feel that, as we listen, 
we are face to face with the Incarnate Divine. 

• Kuinoeli Comment, in loc. * Mtyer, in loc. 
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DAKKENING SHADOWS.—LIFE IN GALILEE. 

T HE mptnre with the hierarchical party was not as yet so 

pronounced as to prevent a more or less friendly inter¬ 
course between Jesns and some of its members. An incident 
connected with one happened about this time. 

A Pharisee of the name of Simon, who seems to have been 
in good social position, had met with Jesus in some of the 
Galilaean towns, and had been so attracted by Him, that he 
invited Him to his house, to eat with him. This was a mark 
of high consideration from one of a party so strict, for a 
Pharisee was as careful with whom he ate as a Brahmin. 
Defilement was temporary loss of caste, and neutralized long- 
continued effort to attain a higher grade of legal purity, and 
it lurked, in a thousand forms, behind the simplest actB of 
daily life and intercourse. 1 To invite one who was neither 
a Pharisee, nor a member of even the lowest grade of legal 
guilds, was amazing liberality in a Jewish precisian. It 
would seem as if, when Jesus accepted the invitation, the 
courtesy had already excited timid fear of having gone too 
far, and had given place to a cold patronizing condescension, 
which fancied it had conferred, rather than received, an 
honour by His presence. 

In the earlier ages of the nation it bad been the habit to 
sit on mats at meals, 2 with the feet crossed beneath the 
body, as at present in the East, round a low table, now 
only about a foot in height. But the foreign custom of re¬ 
clining on cushions, long in use among the Persians, Greeks, 
and Romans, had been introduced into Palestine apparently 
as early as the days of Amos, 3 and had become general in 
those of Christ. Raised divans or table couches, provided 
with cushions and arranged on three sides of a square, sup* 

1 Jost, vol. i. p. 202. 
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plied a rest for guests, and on these they lay on their left 
arm, with their feet at ease behind them, outside. The 
place of honour was at the upper end of the right side, 
which had no one above it, while all below could easily 
lean back on the bosom of the person immediately behind. 
Hospitality, among the poor, was prefaced by various cour¬ 
tesies and attentions to the guest, more or less peculiar to 
the nation. To enter a house except with bare feet was 
much the same as our doing so without removing the hat, 
and, therefore, all shoes and sandals were, taken off and left 
at the threshold. A kiss on the cheek, from the master of 
the house, with the invocation “ The Lord be with you,” 
conveyed a formal welcome, and was followed, when the guest 
took his place on the couch, by a servant bringing water 
and washing the feet, to cool and refresh them, as well as to 
remove the dust of the road and give ceremonial cleanness. 
The host himself, or one of his servants, next anointed the 
head and beard of the guests with fragrant oil, attention to 
the hair being a great point with Orientals. Before and after 
eating, water was again brought to wash the hands, as the re¬ 
quirements of legal purity demanded, and from the fact that 
the food was taken by dipping the fingers, or a piece of bread, 
into a common dish. “ To wash the hands before a meal,” 
says the Talmud, “ is a command ; to do so during eating 
is left matter of choice, but, to wash them after it, is a 
duty.” 1 

With all Jews, but especially with scrupulous formalists 
like the Pharisees, religious observances formed a marked 
feature in every entertainment, however humble, and, as 
these were duly prescribed by the Rabbis, we are able to 
picture a meal like that given to Jesus by Simon.* 

Houses in the East are far from enjoying the privacy we 
prize so highly. Even at the present day, strangers pass 
in and out at pleasure, to see the guests, and join in conver¬ 
sation with them and’with the host. 1 * Among those who 
did so in Simon’s house, w*as one at whose presence in his 
dwelling, under any circumstances, he must have been 
equally astonished and disturbed.* Silently gliding int) the 
chamber, perhaps to the seat round the wall, came a woman, 
though women could not with propriety make their appear¬ 
ance at such entertainments. She was, moreover, unveiled, 
which, in itself, was contrary to recognised rules. In the 
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little town every one was known, and Simon saw, at the first 
glance, that she was no other than one familiar to the com¬ 
munity as a poor fallen woman. She was evidently in dis¬ 
tress, but he had no eyes or heart for such a consideration. 
She had compromised his respectability, and his frigid self- 
righteousness could think only of itself. To eat with publi¬ 
cans or sinners was the sum of all evils to a Pharisee. It 
was the approach of one under moral quarantine, whose very 
neighbourhood was disastrous, and yet, here she was, in his 
own house. 

A tenderer heart than his, however, knew the deeper 
aspects of her case, and welcomed her approach. She had 
listened to the words of Jesus, perhaps to His invitation to 
the weary and heavy-laden to come to Him for rest, and was 
bowed down with penitent shame and contrition, which were 
the promise of a new and purer life. Lost, till now, to self- 
respect, an outcast for whom no one cared, she had found in 
Him that there was a friend of sinners, who beckoned even 
the most hopeless to take shelter by His side. Tn Him and 
His words hope had returned, and in His respect for her 
womanhood, though fallen, quickening self-respect had been 
once more awakened in her bosom. She might yet be saved 
from her degradation ; might yet retrace her steps from pol¬ 
lution and sorrow, to a pure life and peace of mind. What 
could she do but seek the presence of One who had won her 
back from ruin P What could she do but express her lowly 
gratitude for the sympathy He alone had shown ; the belief 
in the possibility of her restoration that had been revived in 
her heart ? 

The object of her visit however, was not, long a mystery. 
Kneeling down behind Jesus, she proceeded to anoint His 
feet with fragrant ointment, but as she was about to do so, 
her tears fell on them so fast that she was fain to wipe them 
with her long hair, which, in her distress, had escaped its 
fastenings. To anoint the head was the usual course, but 
she would not venture on such an honour, and would only 
make bold to anoint His feet. Unmindful of her disorder, 
which Simon coldly noted as an additional shame, she could 
think only of her benefactor. Weeping, and wiping away 
the tears, and covering the feet with kisses,® her heart gave 
itself vent till it was calmed enough to let her anoint them, 
and, meanwhile, Jesus left her to her lowly loving will. 

The Pharisee was horrified. That a Rabbi should allow 
such a woman, or, indeed, any woman, to approach him, was 
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contrary to all the traditions, but it was incredibly worse in 
one whom the people regarded as a prophet. He would not 
speak aloud, but his looks showed his thoughts. “ This man, 
if He were a prophet, would have known what kind of 
woman this is that- touches Him, for she is a sinner.” 

Jesus saw what w r as passing in his mind, and turning to 
him, requested an answer to a question. “ There was a 
certain creditor,” said He, “ who had two debtors. The one 
owed him five hundred pence, the other fifty. And when 
they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. 
Tell me, therefore, which of them will love Him most ? ” 
Utterly unconscious of the bearing of these words on him¬ 
self, the Pharisee readily answered, that he suppposed he 
to whom the creditor forgave most, would love him most. 

“Thou hast rightly judged,” replied Jesus. Then, like 
Nathan with David, He proceeded to bring the parable home 
to the conscience of His host. 

Turning to the weeping, penitent woman at His feet, and 
pointing to her, He continued, “ Simon, seest thou this 
woman ? I entered into thine house; thou gavest me no 
water for my feet as even courtesy demanded ; but she has 
washed my feet with tears, and \Hped them with her hair. 
Thou gavest me no kiss ; but this woman, since the time I 
entered, has not ceased to kiss my feet tenderly. Thou didst 
not anoint my head with oil; but she has anointed my feet 
with ointment. I say unto thee, therefore, her sins, which 
are many, are forgiven, for she loved much ; but one to whom 
little is forgiven, loves little.” Then addressing the sobbing 
woman herself, He told her, “ Thy sins are forgiven. Thy 
faith has saved thee: go in peace ; ” 

That He should claim to forgive sins had already raised 
a charge of blasphemy against Him, and it did not pass 
unnoticed now. But the time had not yet come for open 
hostility, and His words, in the meanwhile, were only trea¬ 
sured up to be used against Him hereafter. 

We are indebted to a notice in St. Luke 1 for a glimpse of 
the mode of life of Jesus in these months. He seems to 
have spent them in successive circuits, from Capernaum as 
a centre, t.hi'ough all the towns and villages of Galilee, very 
much as the Rabbis were accustomed to do over the country 
at large. In these journeys He was attended by the Twelve, 
and by a group of loving women, attracted to Him by re- 


1 Chap, viii, 1-8. 
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lationship, or by His having healed them of various diseases; 
who provided, in part at least, for His wants, and those of 
His followers. That He was not absolutely poor, in the 
sense of suffering from want, is implied in His recognition 
as a Rabbi, and even as a prophet, which secured Him hos¬ 
pitality and welcome, as an act of supreme religious merit, 
wherever He went. To entertain a Rabbi was to secure the 
favour of God, and it was coveted as a special honour. 1 
Thus, though He had no home He could call His own, He 
would never want ready admission to the homes of others 
wherever He went, so long as popular prejudice was not 
excited against Him. The cottage of Lazarus at Bethany 2 
was only one of many that opened its doors to Him, and 
He could even reckon on a cheerful reception so confidently, 
as to invite Himself to houses like that of Zaccheus, 3 or that 
of him in whose upper room He instituted the Last Supper. 
Many disciples, or persons favourably inclined to Him, were 
scattered over the land. d The simplicity of Eastern life 
favoured such kindly relations, and hence His wants would 
be freely supplied, except in desert parts, or when He was 
journeying through Samaria, or distant places on the fron¬ 
tiers of Galilee. 4 The willing gifts of friends, thrown into 
a common fund, supplied so fully all that was needed in 
such cases, that there was always, indeed, a surplus from 
which to give to the poor. 5 

The names of some of the group of women who thus 
attended Jesus have been handed down as a fitting tribute 
to their devotion, while those of the men who followed Him, 
with the exception of the twelve Apostles, are lost. The 
religious enthusiasm of the age, always seen most in the 
gentler sex, had already spread among all Jewish women, 
for the Pharisees found them their most earnest supporters. 6 
It was only natural, therefore, that Jesus should attract a 
similar devotion. His purity of soul, His reverent courtesy 
to the sex, His championship of their equal dignity with 
man, before God, and His demand for supreme zeal from 
both sexes, in the spread of the New Kingdom, drew them 
after Him. But so accustomed were all classes to such 
attendance on their own Rabbis, that even the enemies of 
Jesus found no ground for censuring it in His case. 

1 Gfrorer, vol. i. p. 144. 3 John xii, 1. 

3 Lake xix. 5. 4 Matt. xiv. 17. John iv. 8. 

3 John xii. 5; xiii. 29. Hase’s Leben Jesu, p. 136. Schleiermacher'a 

Leben Jesu, p. 191. 6 Jos.. Ant. xvii. 2. 4; xviii. 1. 3; xiii. 10. 6. 
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Of these earliest mothers of the Church, five are named. 
Mary, or Miriam, of the town of Magdala, from whom Jesus 
had cast seven devils; Johanna, the wife, not the widow, of 
Chuza, a high official in the palace of Herod Antipas at 
Tiberias ; Susanna, of whom only the name is known ; Mary, 
the mother of James the Less and of Joses, and wife of 
Klopas; and Schelamith, or Salome, mother of Janies and 
John, and wife of Zebedee or Zabdai, perhaps also the sistci 
of Mary the mother of Jesus, 1 as Mary the wife of Klopas 
is also thought by many to have been. Of this little band, 
so slightly yet so endearingly mentioned, a surpassing 
interest attaches to Mary Magdalene, from her unfounded 
identification with the fallen penitent who did Jesus honour 
in the house of the Pharisee Simon. There is nothing 
whatever to connect her with that narrative, for to think 
that she led a sinful life, from the fact of her having 
suffered from demoniacal possession, confounds what the 
New Testament distinguishes by the clearest language. 
Never, perhaps, has a figment so utterly baseless obtained 
so wide an acceptance, as that which we connect with her 
name. 3 But it is hopeless to try to explode it, for the word 
has passed into the vocabularies of Europe as a synonym of 

penitent frailty. 

Mary appears to have belonged to the villnge of Magdala, 
or Migdol, “the Tower,” about three miles north of Tiberias, 
on the water’s edge, at the south-east comer of the plain of 
Gennesareth. It is now represented by the few wretched 
hovels which form the Mahometan village of El-Mejdel, 
with a solitary thorn-bush beside it, as the last trace of the 
rich groves and orchards, amidst which it was, doubtless, 
embowered in the days of our Lord. A high limestone 
rock, full of caves, overhangs it on the south-west, and be¬ 
neath this, out of a deep ravine at the back of the plain, a 
clear stream rushes past to the lake, which it enters through 
a tangled thicket of thorn and willows and oleandei-s, covered 
in their season with clouds of varied blossoms. Who Mary 
was, or what, no one can tell; but legend, with a cruel in¬ 
justice, has associated her name for ever with the spot, now 
sacred to her, as the lost one reclaimed by Jesus. 3 

The circle which thus attended Him on His journeys was 

1 John xix. 25. Matt, xxvii. 56. Winer, Art. Salome. De Wetto, 
Handbueh d. N. Test, in loc. 

* Smith’s Dictionary , Art. Mary Magdalene. 

* Art. Magdala, in Winer, Bibel Lex., Smith’s Diet., and Herzog. 
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peculiar, above all things, in an age of intense ritualism, by 
its slight care for the external observances and mortifications, 
which form the sum of religion with so many. This simplicity 
was made the great accusation against Jesus, as, in after 
times, the absence of sacrifices and temples led the heathen 
to charge Christianity with atheism. 1 Even the initiatory 
rite of baptism had fallen into abeyance, and fasting and 
the established rules for prayer and ceremonial purifications 
were so neglected, as to cause remark and animadversion. 2 
There is, indeed, great reason for the belief of some, that 
Jesus and His followers differed, alike in dress, demeanour, 
mode of life, and customs, from the teachers of the day and 
their followers. 3 The simple tunic and upper garment may 
have had the Tallith worn by all other Jews, but we may be 
certain that the tassels at its corners were in contrast to the 
huge, ostentatious size 4 affected by the Rabbis. Nor can we 
imagine that either Jesus, or the Twelve, sanctioned by their 
use the superstitious leathern phylacteries 0 which others 
bound, with long fillets, on their left arm and their forehead, 
at prayers. The countless rules, then as now in force, for 
the length of the straps, for the size of the leather cells to 
hold the prescribed texts—for their shape, manufacture, etc., 
and even for the exact mode of winding the straps round the 
arm, or tying them on the forehead—marked too strongly 
the cold, mechanical conceptions of prayer then prevailing, 
to let us imagine that our Lord or the disciples wore them. 
There was no such neglect of the person as many of His 
contemporaries thought identical with holiness, for He did 
not decline the anointing of His head or beard, or the 
washing of His feet, at each resting-place. 5 Nor did He 
require ascetic restrictions at table, for we find Him per¬ 
mitting the use of wine, bread, and honey, f and of fish, flesh, 
and fowl. 6 In Peter’s house He invited others to eat with 
Him; and He readily accepted invitations, with all the 
customary refinements of the kiss of salutation, and foot¬ 
washing, and anointing even with the costliest perfume. 7 

1 Mimic. F. Octav., x. 8. 

2 Matt ix. 14; xii. 1; xv. 1. Luke v. 33. 

* Keim , vol. ii. p. 281. 4 Matt, xxiii. 5, 

5 Matt. vi. 16 ; xxvi. 6. Luke vii. 44. 

6 Matt. xi. 19 ; vii. 10 ; x. 29; xiv. 17. Luke xxiv. 42. John xxi. 13. 

Ha se’s Lehen Jesu, p. 139. 

7 Matt. viii. 15; ix. 10; xxvi. 6. Luke vii. 36; x. 40 ; xi. 37; xiv. 1 
Mark xiv. 3. 
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The Pharisee atoned for his occasional entertainments by 
fasting on Mondays and Thursdays, but Jesus exposed Him¬ 
self to the charge of indulgence, because He never practised 
even such intermittent austerities . 1 Expense was, however, 
the exception and not the rule, for He praised the Baptist 
for having nothing costly or effeminate in his dress, and He 
enjoined the strictest moderation, both in appearance and 
living , 2 on His disciples. 

It is the great characteristic of Jesus that He elevated the 
common details of life to the loftiest uses, and ennobled even 


the familiar and simple. In His company, the evening meal, 
when not forgotten in the press of overwhelming labours, 


was an opportunity always gladly embraced for informal in¬ 
struction, not only to the Twelve, but to the many strangers 
whom the easy manners of the East permitted to gather in 
the apartment . 3 After evening devotions, the family group 
invited the familiar and unconstrained exchange of thought, 
in which Jesus so much delighted. As the Father and Head 


of the circle, He would, doubtless, use the form of thanks 


and blessing hallowed by the custom of His nation, open¬ 
ing the meal by the bread and wine passed round to he 
tasted by each, after acknowledgment of the bounty of God 
in His gifts. Then would follow a word to all, in turn : 
the story of the day, and each one’s share in it, would be 
reviewed with tender blame, or praise, or counsel ; and the 
faith, and hope, and love of all would be refreshed by their 
very meeting round the table. How dear these hours of 
quiet home life were to Jesus Himself, is seen in the tender¬ 


ness with which He saw His “ children ” in the group they 
brought around Him,—as if they replaced in His heart the 
household affections of the family; and in the pain and 
almost womanly fondness, with which He hesitated to pro¬ 
nounce His last farewell to them. To the disciples them¬ 


selves, they grew to be an imperishable memory, which they 
were fain, in compliance with their Master’s wish, to per¬ 
petuate daily, in their breaking of bread. His greatness 
and condescension, the loving familiarity and fond endear¬ 
ments of close intercourse, the peace and quiet after the 
strife of the day, the 
care, made these hours a recollection that grew brighter and 


feeling of security under His eye and 


1 Matt. xi. 19 ; xiiii. 6, 36. 

* Matt. xi. 8; viii. 20; x. 9. Compare Phil. iv. 12. 
B Matt. ix. 10. Luke xxii. 14 ; xx. 14, 29 ff. 
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more sacred with the lapse of years, and deepened the long¬ 
ing for His return, or for their departure to be with Him. 

In this delightful family life there was, however, nothing 
like communism, for there is not a trace of the property of 
each being thrown into a common fund. His disciples had, 
indeed, left all; but they had not sold it to help the general 
treasury . 1 Some of them still retained funds of their own , 2 
and the women who accompanied them still kept their pro¬ 
perty . 3 When Jesijs paid the Temple tax for Himself and 
Peter , 4 He did not think of doing so for all His disciples. It 
was left to them to pay for themselves. The simple wants 
of each day were provided by free contributions, when not 
proffered by hospitality, nor did He receive even these from 
His disciples, though Rabbis were permitted to accept a 
honorarium from their scholars. “ Ye have received for 
nothing,” said He, “ give for nothing.” 0 He took no gifts 
of money from the people, nor did He let His disciples 
collect alms, as the Rabbis did their scholars. The only 
bounty He accepted was the entertainment and shelter al¬ 
ways ready for Him in friendly Galilee. Prom the generous 
women who followed Him, He, indeed, accepted passing 
support, but, in contrast to the greed of the Rabbis, He only 
used their liberality for the need of the moment. His little 
circle was never allowed to suffer want, but was always able 
to distribute charity, and, though He seems to have carried 
no money, He expressly distinguishes both Himself and His 
disciples from the poor . 6 

His presence among His disciples was seldom interrupted, 
even for a brief interval. He might be summoned to heal 
some sick person, or invited to some meal; or He might wish 
to be alone, for a time, in His chamber or among the hills, 
while He prayed ; but these were only absences of a few 
hours. It would seem as if the kiss of salutation in such 
cases greeted His return . 7 He gave the word for setting out 
on a journey, or for going by boat, and the disciples pro¬ 
cured what was needed by the way, if by land, and plied the 
oar, if on the lake . 8 

He always travelled on foot, and was often thankful for a 
draught of water, as He toiled along the hot sides of the 

1 Matt, xix, 21, 27. 2 Matt. x. 9. 3 Luke viii. 3. 

4 Matt. xvii. 27. 6 Matt. x. 8. Luke viii. 1. 

8 Luke xxii. 35. Matt. x. 9 ; xvii. 27 ; xxvi. 9. John xiii. 29. Schleier* 
tnacher’s Leben Jem, p. 192. 

7 Matt. xxvi. 49. 8 Matt. viii. 18; xvi. 5, 7. 
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white hills, or for a piece of bread, procured in some village 
through which He passed . 1 Sometimes He went with His 
disciples, sometimes before them; leaving them to their own 
conversation, but noting and reproving, at once, their mis¬ 
understandings, or momentary misconceptions .' 2 

When a resting-place had to be found for the night, Ho 
was wont to send on some of His disciples before, or Ho 
awaited an invitation on His arrival; His disciples sharing 
the friendly welcome, or distributing themselves in other 
houses . 3 The entertainment must have varied in different 
dwellings, from the simplicity of the prophet s chamber 
where the Shunammite had provided a bed, a table, a stool, 
and a lamp, to the friendship, and busy womanly ministra¬ 
tions, and homage of lowly diseipleship, of homes like the 
cottage of Bethany. Where He was received, He entered 
with the invocation, “ Peace be to this house ”—but, unlike 
the Pharisees, without asking any questions as to the Levi- 
tical cleanness of the house, or its tables, or benches, or 
vessels . 4 It was very rarely, one would suppose, that He 
was not gladly entertained, but w’hen at any time He met 
inhospitality, He only went on to the next village. Some¬ 
times He bore His rejection silently, but at others, moved at 
the spirit evinced, He shook the very dust of the town from 
His feet on leaving it, as a protest. When meekness could 
be shown He showed it, but where circumstances demanded, 
He was as stem as commonly He was gentle . 6 

It is not easy to realize the daily life of one so different 
from ourselves as Jesus, but a delicately poetical mind has 
imagined the scene of the healing of Mary Magdalene", and 
the appearance and acts of Christ so finely, that I borrow 
some passages from his pen.® 

The landing-place at Capernaum was at the south side of 
the town. Thither the boats came that brought over wood 
from the forests of Gaulonitis, and thither the boat steered 
that bore Jesus, His four earliest disciples acting as boatmen. 
He had been on the other side of the lake, and had returned 
now, in the evening. The sun was just setting, but a few 
beams seemed to have lingered, to die away on llis face, and 
the full moon rose, from behind the brown hills still bathed 
in purple, as if to see Him. The soft evening wind had 


1 

a 

* 
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Matt. x. 42. Mark vi 36. 
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risen to cool His brow, and the waters, sparkling- in the 
moonlight, heaved and sank round the boat, rocking it 
gently. As it touched the shore there were few people about, 
but a boat from Magdala lay near, with a sick, person in it, 
whom it had taken her mother’s utmost strength to hold, 
and keep from uttering loud cries of distress. She had 
been brought in the hope of finding Jesus, that He might 
cure her. 

“ blaster,” said John, “ there is work yonder for you 
already.” “ I must always be doing the work of Him that 
sent me,” replied Jesus; “the night cometh when no man 
can work.” The mother of the sick woman had recognised 
Him at the first glance, for no one could mistake Him, and 
forthwith cried out with a heart-rending voice, “ O Jesus, 
our helper and teacher, Thou Messenger of the All-Merciful, 
help my poor child,—for the Holy One, blessed be His name, 
has heard my prayer that we should find Thee, and Thou 
us.” Peter forthwith, with the help of the other three, who 
had let their oars rest idly on the water, turned the boat, so 
that it lay alongside the one from Magdala. Jesus now 
rose; the mother sank on her knees ; but the sick woman 
tried with all her might to break away, and to throw herself 
into the water, on the far side of the boat. The steersman, 
however, and John, who had sprung over, held her by the 
arms, while her mother buried her face in the long plaited 
hair of her child. Her tears had ceased to flow ; she was 
lost in silent prayer. “ Where are these people from ? ” 
asked Jesus of the boatman, and added, to His disciples, 
when He heard that she came from Magdala, “Woe to this 

O 7 

Magdala, for it will become a ruin for its wickedness ! The 
rich gifts it sends to Jerusalem will not help it, for, as the 
prophet says, ‘ They are bought with the wages of unclean¬ 
ness, and to that they will again return.’ 1 Turn her face 
to me, that I may see her,” added He. It was not easy to 
do this, for the sick one held her face bent over towards 


the "water, as far as possible. John managed it, however, by 
kind words. “Mary,” said he, for he had asked her mother 
her name, “ do you wish to be for ever under the power of 
demons ? See, the Conqueror of demons is before thee ; look 


on Him, that you may be healed. We are all praying for 
you, as Moses, peace be to him, once prayed for his sister,— 


* 0 God, heal her.’ Do not put our prayer to shame ; now is 


1 Micah i. 7. 
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the moment when yon can make yonrself and your mother 
happy.” These words told ; and no longer opposing strength 
to strength, she allowed them to raise her head, and turn her 
face to Jesus. But when she saw Him, her whole body 
was so violently convulsed, that the boat swayed to and fro, 
and she shrieked out the most piercing wails, which sounded 
far over the lake. 

Jesus, however, fixing His eyes on hers, kept them from 
turning away, and as He gazed, His look seemed to enter 
her soul, and break the sevenfold chain in which it lay 
bound. 1 The poor raving creature now became quiet, 
and did not need to be held; her convulsions ceased, the 
contortions of her features and the wildness of her eyes 
passed off, and profuse sweat burst from her brow and 
mingled with her tears. Her mother stepped back, and the 
healed one sank down on the spot where her mother had 
been praying, and muttered, with subdued trembling words, 
to Jesus,—“0 Lord, I am a great sinner; is the door 
of repentance still open for me?” “Be comforted, my 
daughter,” answered He, “ God has no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked; thou hast been a habitation of evil 
spirits, become now a temple of the living God.” The 
mother, unable to restrain herself, broke out—“Thanks to 
Thee, Thou Consolation of Israel,” but Ho went on,—“ Re¬ 
turn now, quickly, to Magdala, and be calm, and give thanks 
to God in silence.” John stepped back into the boat to 
Jesus, and the other boat shot out into the lake, on the 
way home. The two women sat on the middle seat. Mary 
held her mother in her arms in grateful thanks, and neither 
spoke, but both kept their eyes fixed on Jesus, till the shore, 
jutting out westwards, hid Him from their sight. 

When the boat with the women was gone, Peter bound 
his to the post to which the other had been tied, but Jesus 
sat still in deep thought, without looking round, and the 
disciples remained motionless beside Him, for reverence for¬ 
bade them to ask Him to go ashore. Meanwhile, the people 
of Capernaum, men, women, and children, streamed down in 
bands ; some soldiers of the Ronmn-Herodian garrison, and 
some strange faces from Perea, Decapolis, and Syria, among 
them. 

The open space had filled, and now Peter ventured to 
whisper, in a low voice which concealed his impatience, 
“ Maranu we Rabbinu—Our .Lord and Master—the peoplo 
have assembled and wait for Thee.” On this Jesus rose. 
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Peter made a bridge from the boat to the shore with a 
plank, hastening across to make it secure, and to open the 
way ; for the crowd was very dense at the edge of the water. 
Christ now left the boat, followed by the three other disciples, 
and, when He had stepped ashore, said to Peter, — “ Schim’on 
Kefa ”—for thus He addressed him when He had need of 
his faithful and zealous service in the things of the kingdom 
of God—“ I shall take my stand under the palm-tree yonder.” 
It was hard, however, to make way through the crowd, for 
those who had set themselves nearest the water were mostly 
sick people, to whom the others, from compassion, had given 
the front place. Indeed, Jesus had scarcely landed, before 
cries for help rose, in different dialects, and in every form 
of appeal. “Rabbi, Rabboni,” “Holy One of the Most 
High!” “Son of David!” “Son of God!” mingled one 
with the other. Jesus, however, waving them back with 
His hand, said, “Let me pass! to-night is not to be for 
the healing of your bodily troubles, but that you may hear 
the word of life, for the good of your souls.” On hearing 
this they pressed towards Him, that they might at least 
touch Him. When, at last, with the help of His disciples, 
He made His way to the palm, He motioned to the people 
to sit down on the grass. The knoll from which the palm 
rose was only a slight one, but when the crowd had 
arranged themselves in rows, it sufficed to lift Him suffi- 
ciently above them. The men stood in the background, 
leaving the front for the women and children. 

o # 

It is a mistake to think of Jesus standing while He taught. 
He stood in the synagogue at Nazareth while the Prophets 
were being read, but He sat down to teach. He sat as He 
taught in the Temple, and when He addressed the multitude 
whom He had miraculously fed ; and when He spoke from 
Simon Peter’s boat, He did so sitting. 

Under the palm lay a large stone, on which many had 
sat before, to enjoy the view over the lake, or the shade of 
the branches above. The Rabbis often chose such open air 
spots for their addresses. There was nothing extraordinary, 
therefore, when Jesus sat down on it, and made it His 
pulpit. His dress was clean and carefully chosen, but 
simple. On His head, held in its place by a cord, He wore 
a white sudar, the ends of which hung down His shoulders 
Over His tunic, which reached to*the hands and feet, was a 
blue Tallith, with the prescribed tassels at the four cornel’s, 
but only as large as Moses required. It was so thrown over 
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Him, and so held together, that the grey red-striped under¬ 
garment was little seen, and His feet, which had sandals, 
not shoes, were only noticed occasionally, when He moved. 
Whe n He had sat down and looked over the people, they 
became stiller and stiller, till nothing was heard but the soft 
plush of the ripple on the beach. 

As He sat on the stone, Simon and Andrew, the sons of 
Jonas, stood on His right and left hand, with James and 
John, the sons of Zabdai. The people stood around the 
slope, for as yet Rabbis were heard, standing. “ Sickness 


came into the world,” 


Gamaliel 


says 

died, and it became 


the Talmud, “ when Kabban 


the rule to hear the Law 


sitting.” 1 “ Sons of Israel, men of Galilee,” He began, “ the 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come ; repent, 
and believe the Gospel. Moses, your teacher, peace be to 
him, has said—‘ A prophet will the Lord your God raise 
unto you from your brethren, like unto me. Him shall ye 
hear. But he who will not hear this prophet shall die!’ 
Amen, I say unto you : he who believes on me has everlast¬ 
ing life. No man knows the Father but the Son, and no 
man knows the Son but the Father, and he to whom the 
Son reveals Him.” Then, with a louder voice, He continued, 
“ Come to me, all ye that labour and are heavy-laden, and 
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of 
me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest 
for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 

Then, drawing to a close, He added, “ Take on you 
the yoke of the kingdom of heaven, for the kingdom of 
heaven is the fulfilling of the Law and the Prophets. Give 
up that which is worth little, that you may have what is of 
great price. Become w ise changers who value holy money 
above all other, and the pearl of price above all. 1 * He that 
has ears to hear, let him hear.” 1 


light. 


19 


1 Lightfoot, vol. ii. p. 213. 



CHAPTER XLI. 


THE BURSTING OF THE STORM. 

T HE summer passed in a succession of excitements and an 

unbroken recurrence of exhausting toil. Wherever 
Jesus appeared He was surrounded by crowds, anxious to 
see and to hear. The sick everywhere pressed in His way, 
and friends brought the bed-ridden and helpless to Him, 
from all quarters. From early morning till night, day by 
day, without respite, there was a strain on mind, heart, and 
body, alike. Even the retirement of the house in which He 
might be resting, could not save Him from intruding crowds, 
and time or free space for meals was hardly to be had. Such 
tension of His whole nature must have told on Him, and 
must have affected His whole nervous and physical system. 
To be continually surrounded by misery in every form, is 
itself distressing; but, in addition to this, to be kept on the 
strain by the higher spiritual excitement of a great religious 
crisis and to be overtaxed in mere physical demands, could 
not fail to show results, in careworn features, feverishness of 
the brain, and the need of temporary quiet and rest. Yet 
sympathy was felt for Him only by a few. The thoughtless 
crowds did not realize that they were consuming in the fires 
of its own devotion, the nature they intended to honour, and 
His enemies, seeing everything only through the disturbing 
light of their hatred, invented a theory for it all that was 
sinister enough. 

The continued and increasing support Jesus received from 
the people, was a daily growing evil, in the eyes of the 
ecclesiastical authorities. They were in danger of losing 
their influence, which they identified with the interests of 
orthodoxy, and national favour with God. They had let 
Him gather four or five disciples, without feeling alarmed, 
for a movement as yet so insignificant was almost beneath 
their notice. The choice of a publican as one of this handful 
had, indeed, apparently neutralized any possible danger, by 
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the shock it gave to public feeling. The further selection 
of the Twelve was, however, more serious. It seemed like 
consolidation, and progress towards open schism. There 
were, already, parties in Judaism, but there were no sects, 
for all were alike fanatically loyal to the Law, the Temple, 
and the scribes, and ready to unite against any one who did 
not identify himself with them, in every sense. Criticism 
was utterly proscribed: blind worship of things as they were 

imperatively required, and hence, Jesus, with His free* 


was 


examination of received opinions, provoked the bitterest 
hostility. As long, however, as He had no following He was 
little dreaded, but signs of organization and permanence, 
such as the choice of the Twelve, and the growing enthusiasm 
of the people towards Him, determined the authorities on 
vigorous action. 

salem, where He had already been challenged, and Rabbis 
were sent down to investigate the w'hole question. 

Every movement which did not rise in the Rabbinical 
schools was suspected by the Rabbis and their disciples, 
and there were circumstances in that of Jesus, which were 


Information was laid against Him at Jcrn- 


especially formidable. The superhuman powers He displayed 
could not be questioned, and the Rabbis could boast of 
nothing as imposing. They were falling into the shade. 
Respect for Jesus was growing among the people, in spite of 
them. 1 His claims were daily urged more frankly, and the 
masses were disposed to assent to them. On His return to 
Capernaum He had cured a man who was blind, dumb, and 
mad, and possessed, besides, with a devil; and so astounding 
a miracle had raised the question, far and wide, whether, in 
spite of their former ideas, He were not the Son of David*— 
the Messiah, 2 after all. Men had, indeed, expected an out¬ 
ward political kingdom, with a blaze of miracle wrought on 
behalf of the nation at large, but they began to ask each 
other, “ When the Christ cometh will He do more miracles 
than this man lias done ? ” 3 It could not be endured. The 
movement of John had just been crushed, and, now, in 
restless Galilee, one far more dangerous to the Jerusalem 
dignitaries was rapidly taking shape and consistence. It 
must be put down at any cost. 

The Rabbis from the capital, reverend and gray, did nob 
know whether to be more bitter at the discredit thrown on 


‘ Htrtog . vol. ix. p. 432. Schurer, p &82. 
1 John vii. 31. 


1 Keim, vol. ii. p. 289. 
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their own claims to supernatural powers, or at tlie popular 
favour shown to Jesus. He cast out devils, indeed, but so 
did they, and their disciples, 1 the exorcists. It was enough 
for Him, however, to speak, and the sufferer was cured of all 
ailments alike, while they used adjurations, spells, and magic 
formulae, which were dangerously like the superstitions of 
the despised heathen. They laid stress on their knowledge 
of the secret names of God and the angels. To utter the 
cipher which stood for these, was, in their belief, to set in 
motion the Divine and angelic powers themselves, and a 
whole science of the black art had been invented, defining 
how and for what ends they could be pressed into the service 
of their invoker, like the genii of the Arabian Nights into 
that of a magician. 

The calm dignity and simplicity of Jesus, contrasted with 
their doubtful rites, was, indeed, humiliating to them. The 
mightiest of all agencies at their command was the unutter¬ 
able name of “Jehovah”—called in the Book of Enoch, in 
the jargon of the Rabbinical exorcists—the oath Akal and 
“ the number of Kesbeel.” 3 By this number, or oath, it was 
held, all that is has its being. It had also a secret magical 
power. It was made known to men by the wicked angels—• 
“ the sons of God ”—who allied themselves with women, and 
brought on the flood. 3 “ It was revealed by the Head of the 
Oath to the holy ones who dwell above in majesty; and his 
name is Beqa. b And he said to the holy Michael that he 
should reveal to them that secret name, that they might see 
it, and that they might use it for an oath, that they who 
reveal to the sons of men all that is hidden, may shrink 
away before that name and that oath. And this is the 
power of that oath, and these are its secret works, and these 
things were established by the swearing of it. The heaven 
was hung up for ever and ever (by it), before the world was 
created. By it the earth was founded above the water, and 
the fair streams come by it for the use of the living, from the 
hidden places of the hills, from the foundation of the earth, 
for ever. And by that oath was the sea made, and under¬ 
neath it He spread the sand, to restrain it in the time of its 
rage, and it dare not overstep this bound from the creation 
of the world to eternity. And through that oath the abysses 
are confirmed, and stand, and move not from their place, 

1 Matt. xii. 22-37. Mark iii. 19-30. Luke xi. 14, 15, 17-23. 

- Or “Beka.” Buck Henoch, lxix. 12. 13. 15. G9. 3 Gen. vi. 2. 
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from eternity to eternity. And through that onth the sun 
and the moon fulfil their course, and turn not aside from the 
path assigned them, for ever and ever. And through that 
oath the stars fulfil their course, and He calls their names, 
and they answer, from eternity to eternity. And even so 
the spirits of the waters, of the winds, of all airs, and their 
ways, according to all the combinations of the spirits. And 
by that oath are the treasuries of the voice of the thunder 
and of the brightness of the lightning maintained, and the 
treasuries of the rain, and of the hoar frost, and of the clouds, 
and of the rain, and of the dew. And over them all this 
oath is mighty.” 1 

Possessing spells so mighty as they believed the secret names 
of the higher powers thus to be, the Rabbis had created a 
vast science of magic, as fantastic as that of mediaeval super¬ 
stition, to bring these awful powers to bear on the mysteries 
of the future, and the diseases and troubles of the present. 
Combinations of numbers of lines, or of letters based on them, 
were believed to put these powers at the service of the seer, 
or the exorcist. Resistless talismans, protecting amulets, 
frightful curses, by which miracles could be wrought, the sick 
healed, and demons put to flight, were thus formed. Armed 
with a mystic text from the opening of Genesis, or the visions 
of Ezekiel, 2 or the secret name of God, or of sonic of the 
angels, or with secret mysterious unions of letters, the Rabbis 
who dealt in the dark arts had the power to draw the moon 
from heaven, or to open the abysses of the earth! * The 
uninitiated saw only unmeaning signs in their most awful 
formulae, but he who could reckon their mystic value aright 
was master of angelic or even Divine attributes. 3 

The appearance of Jesus as a miracle-worker so different 
from themselves, must have excited the Rabbinical schools 
greatly. They made no little gain from their exorcisms, and 
now they were in danger of being wholly discredited. 4 At a 
loss what to do, they determined to slander what they could 
not deny, and attribute the miracles of Jesus to a league with 
the devil. They had indeed, for some time back been whisper¬ 
ing this insinuation about, 6 to poison the minds of the people 
against Him, as an emissary of Satan, and thus, necessarily, a 
disguised enemy of Israel, and of man. It would raise super- 

* Das Buck Iltnoch, lxix. 12-26. 

* Qfrorer , vol. i. pp. 60, 246. * Hausrath, vol. i. p. 108. 

4 Schroder’s Paulus, vol. ii. p. 80. Acts xvi. 16. * Matt. ix. 34. 
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stitious terror, if they could brand Him as a mere instrument 
of the kingdom of darkness. 

o 

The cure of a man, blind, dumb, and possessed, was so 
astounding, that the Rabbis ventured to spread'their malig¬ 
nant slanders more widely than heretofore. Jesus had re¬ 
tired to Peter’s house, weaned and faint, after the miracle, 
but the multitude were so greatly excited that they crowded 
into the room, till He could not even eat, and among them 
the Jerusalem scribes, in their bitterness against Him, took 
care to find a place. He" read their faces, and knew their 
words. “ This fellow, unauthorized and uneducated as 
He is, casts out devils through Beelzebub their prince.” 
They believed that the world of evil spirits, like that of the 
angels, formed a great army, in various divisions, each with 
its head and subordinates, its rank and file ; the whole under 
the command of Satan. Beelzebub 1 —the “ filth god,”—was 
the name given by Jewish wit and contempt to Beelzebul, d — 
“ the lord of the (royal) habitation ”—a god of the Pheni- 
cians. To him was assigned the control of that division which 
inflicted disease of all kinds on man, and Jesus, they hinted, 
was playing a part under him, in pretending to drive out 
devils from the sick, that He might win the people to listen 
to His pestiferous teaching. They would not admit that His 
power was Divine, and the ideas of the times necessarily 
assumed that it must be the opposite. It was of no avail that 
light streamed in on them; for bigotry, like the pupil of the 
eye, contracts in proportion to the outward brightness. He 
was, with them, an emissary and champion of the kingdom of 
the devil, and an enemy of God. 

They even went further. Not only was He in league 
with the devil; He Himself was possessed with an unclean 
spirit, 2 and the demon in Him had turned His brain : “ He 
had a devil, and was mad,” 3 They had spread this far and 
wide, and yet ventured now into His presence. 

Jesus at once challenged them for their slanders, and 
brought them, in the presence -of the multitude, to an 
account. “ His whole life was before the world. The aim 
and spirit of it were transparent. Was it not expressly to 
fight against the evil and confused spirit of the day; to 
overthrow all wickedness and all evil; to restore moral and 

1 Buxtorf, pp. 334, 389. Gfrorer, vol. i. p. 372. Lightfoot, vol. ii. p. 
203; vol. iii. p. 114. Langen , p. 324. Herzog, vol. i. p. 769. Deren* 
bourg, p. 93. Tristram , p. 327. 

2 Mark iii. 30. 3 John x. 20. 
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spiritual soundness in the people ; did He not strive after all 
this, with the fulness of His power? Who could deny that 
He only sought good, and spent all His energy to advance it Y 
And could He league Himself with the prince of darkness to 
do good ? What a ridiculous, self-contradictory charge ! To 
think of Him overcoming evil by evil, fighting against the 
kingdom of darkness, with the weapons of darkness, was al¬ 
most too foolish to repeat! No kingdom is willingly in con¬ 
flict with itself, for if there be division in it, already it is in 
process of dissolution, since nothing more is needed to bring 
it quickly to ruin.”* There was no answering such an 
argument. But Jesus had still more to say. 

“ If I,” said He, “ cast out devils by the power of Beelze¬ 
bub, by whom do your disciples cast them out ? 1 You do 
not attribute their works to the prince of devils, why speak 
of mine as from him ? But if I do these things by the power 
of God, I prove myself to be sent from Him, and to be 
His Messiah, and where the Messiah is, there is His King¬ 
dom. 2 Do you still hesitate to draw this conclusion ? Ask 
yourselves, then, how I can invade the kingdom of Satan, 
and take from him his servants, instruments, and victims— 
the sick, and the possessed—without having first overcome 
himself ? The strong man’s palace can only be spoiled when 
he, himself, is first bound. It is no light matter to put your¬ 
selves in the position you take towards me. He who is not 
with me, is, as may be seen in your case, my enemy. No 
neutrality between the Messiah and the devil is possible. If 
you do not help, with me, to gather in the harvest, you scat¬ 
ter it, and hinder its being gathered ! ” 3 

The arguments of Jesus were so irresistible that the Rab¬ 
bis, taken in the snares they had set for Him, could say 
nothing, and now, while they were silenced before the people 
they had striven to pervert, He advanced from defence to 
attack. They claimed to be the righteous of the land, but 
had no idea of what true righteousness meant. Jesus had 
come to offer forgiveness to sinners, not to judge them. He 
desired rather to deliver them from their guilt. But Ho 
saw that His enemies, the theologians and clergy of the day, 
and the privileged classes generally, had determined to reject 
Him, whatever proofs of His Divine mission He might ad- 

1 Derenbourg, p. 106. Melvill's Sermon *, vol. i. p. 219. 

* Weidernann, Darttellungen , p. 99. 

* Ullmann , p. 225. Scbleiemaclier's Pr^digten, vol. iii. p. 661. 
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vauce. Tlieir prejudices and self-interest had blinded them 
till their religious faculty was destroyed. They had deliber¬ 
ately refused to be convinced, and conscience grows dead if 
its convictions are slighted. The heart becomes, incapable of 
seeing the truth against which it has closed itself. They 
dared to denounce as a spirit of evil the Holy Spirit of God, 
who inspired the New Kingdom, and in whose fulness Jesus 
wrestled against selfishness and ambition, soothed the woes 

O 7 

of the people, opened a pure and heavenly future, and sought 
to win men to eternal life. Light was to them darkness, and 
darkness light. They even sought to quench the light in its 
source by plotting against His life. This, He told them, was 
blasphemy against the Divine Spirit. They had -wilfully 
rejected the clear revelation of His presence and power, and 
had shown deliberate and conscious enmity against Him. 

This awful sin,” said He, “ cannot be forgiven, because, 
when it occurs, the religious faculty has been voluntarily 
destroyed, and wilful, declared opposition to heavenly truth 
has possessed the soul as with a devil.” “ To spea.k against 
me as a man,” He continued, “ and not recognise me as the 
Messiah, is not a hopeless sin, for bett&r knowledge, a change 
of heart and faith, may come, and I may be acknowledged. 
But it is different when the truth itself is blasphemed ; when 
the Holy Spirit, by whom alone the heart can be changed, is 
contemned as evil. 1 The soul has then shut out the light, 
and has chosen darkness as its portion. 1 

“ I warn you to beware of speaking thus any longer. 
Either decide that the tree is good and its fruit consequently 
good, or that it is bad and its fruit bad, but do not act so 
foolishly as you have done in your judgment on me, by call¬ 
ing the tree bad—that is, calling me a tool of the devil, and 
yet ascribing good fruit to me—such, I mean, as the casting 
out devils. Do not think what you say is mere words, for 
words rise from the heart, as if from the root of the man: 
as the tree and the stem, such is the fruit. See that you do 
your duty by yourselves, that the tree of your own spiritual 
being be good and bear good fruit. The tree is known by its 
fruits. It is no wonder you blaspheme as you have done; a 
generation of vipers, your hearts are evil, and you are morally 
incapable of acknowledging the truth, for the lips speak as 
the heart feels. Witness to the truth flows from the lips 
of the good; such language as yours, from the lips of the evil. 

x Keim, vol. ii. p. 342. Schenkel , p. 106. Herzog, vol. v. p. 283. 
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But, beware; for I tell you that, as such words are tlie utter¬ 
ance of the heart, and show how you are affected towards 
God and His Spirit, you will have to give account of them 
when I come as the Messiah, to judgment. Your words 
res pc 

II 

you. 

At this point, as was common in the most solemn Jewish 
assemblies, He was interrupted by some of the Rabbis pre¬ 
sent. They demanded, in strange contradiction to the theory 
that He was a secret agent of Beelzebub, some astounding 
miracle, as a sign from heaven in support of His claims as 
the Messiah: as hereafter they did, in every part of the 
world, from the Apostles. 2 The masses, and even their 
leaders, expected the repetition of all the great deeds of 


cting me and my Kingdom will then justify or condemn 


Moses and Joshua, to inaugurate the coming of the Messiah, 


and other claimants did not venture to resist the demand. 


Under the Procurator Fadus, a certain Tlieudas drew out 
the people to the Jordan to see Israel walk through, once 
more, on dry ground. 3 Under Felix, a prophet promised to 
throw down the walls of Jerusalem, as Joshua did those of 
Jericho, and gathered thirty thousand men on the Mount of 
Olives to see them fall. 4 Others invited the nation to follow 


them into the wilderness, where they promised to show them 
stupendous signs of the kingdom of God having come. 6 It 
might have seemed a temptation to Oue possessing super¬ 
natural power, to silence all cavil by a miracle of irresistible 
grandeur. But outward acknowledgment of His claims was 
of no worth in a kingdom like that of Christ, resting on 
love, and homage to holiness. He cared nothing for popu¬ 
larity or fame, and lived in unbroken self-restraint, using 
His mighty power only to further spiritual ends. It wus 
easy, therefore, to repel the seduction, which He had already 
overcome in His first great wilderness struggle. “An evil 
and adulterous generation,” said He—“ unfaithful to God, 
who chose Israel for His bride—asks for a sign, grand be¬ 
yond all I have given, that I am the Messiah.” Then, pre¬ 
dicting His violent death, He went on—“ There shall be no 
sign given it, but that of the prophet Jonah. For, as he whh 
three days and three nights in the belly of the fish, so shall 
the Son of man be three days and three nights in the king- 


1 Schleiermacher’g Predigten , vol. iii. p. 712. 

* 1 Cor. i. 22. 1 Ant., u. 6. 1. 

4 Veil. Jud., i. 19 . 6 . • Veil. Jud.. i. 13. 4 , 
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dom of the dead.”* The spiritual miracle of His life and 
words were the only signs He could vouchsafe while He 
lived, for at no time did He lay stress on miracles alone as 
a means of gaining disciples, but subordinated them to His 
proclamation of the Truth. 11 His preaching would itself be 
«, sign like that of the preaching of Jonah to the Ninevites. 1 
‘•The men of that city,” said He, “would rise in the judg¬ 
ment day, to witness against this generation, for they re¬ 
pented at the preaching of Jonah, and He was greater than 
that prophet. The Queen of the South, who came from 
Sheba to hear the wisdom of Solomon, would then condemn 
them; for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth, 
and great as they thought the glory of Solomon, 1 they had 
One greater than he before them, in Himself. Vast multi¬ 
tudes had gone out to hear John, and had professed repent¬ 
ance ; vast multitudes had followed Himself, and, yet, the 
result had been only temporary and superficial. It would 
prove with this generation as with a man from whom an 
unclean spirit has for a time gone out. Meeting no suitable 
rest elsewhere, it returns, and finding its former dwelling in 
the man’s soul ready for it, allies itself with seven demons 
still worse than itself, and with their help enters the man 
once more. The Reformation under John, and under Him¬ 
self, was but for a time ; the nation would fall back again 
to its old sinful ways, and become worse than ever.” 2 He 
foresaw His rejection, and thus foretold it. 

He had silenced the Rabbis, and no doubt by doing so had 
intensified their hatred ; but a new trial awaited Him. The 
insinuation that His brain was affected had reached His 
family, who still lived at Nazareth. The effects of the ex¬ 
hausting toil and constant excitement of these months, had, 
apparently, led even His friends to fear that He would give 
way under such tension, and now the hints of the Rabbis 
that He was possessed, and spoke and acted as He did under 
demoniacal influence, raised the fear that judicial action 
would be begun qgainst Him, on the part of the Jerusalem 
authorities. 3 Very possibly the simple household at Naza¬ 
reth, who, like other Jews, must have looked on the Rabbis 
with superstitious reverence, and have shrunk from question¬ 
ing anything they said, had innocently accepted the insinua- 

1 Schenkel, p. 134. Keim , vol. ii. p. 434. Matt. xii. 38-45. Luke xi. 
24-26 29-32. 

5 Hamrath, vol. i. p. 378. Keim , vol. ii. p. 433. 

3 Lightfoot, vol. ii. p. 205. 
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tion that He was really out of His mind, as a result of being 
possessed. Prejudiced in favour of the common idea of the 
Messiah as a national hero, at the head of Jewish armies, 
they had not risen to any higher conception, and felt impelled 
by every motive to interfere, and, if possible, put a stop to 
what seemed to them an unaccountable course of action on 
His part. It was only about seven hours’ distance from 
Nazareth to Capernaum, over the hills; they would go and 
see for themselves ; and so Mary and the brothel's and sisters 
of Jesus—the whole household, for Joseph was dead—set out 
for Peter’s house. 

They arrived while the crowd, excited by the miracle they 
had just seen, and half believing that Jesus must be the 
expected Messiah, still filled the house and thronged the 
courtyard, so that the Rabbis, overawed, could do nothing 
against him. Anxious to withdraw Him from His dangerous 
course, and unable as yet to understand Him, they had come 
to the conclusion, perhaps at the instigation of the Rabbis, 
that the best plan would be to lay hold on Him, and take 
Him home by force, as one beside Himself. If they could keep 
Him for a time at. Nazareth, under restraint, if necessary, the 
quiet, they hoped, would calm His mind and free Him from 
His hallucinations. It is wonderful that they could argue 
with themselves in such a way; especially that Mary could 
have fancied it madness that He acted as He did, and called 
Himself the Messiah; but vision, in spiritual things as in 
nature, depends, not on the flood of light around us, but on 
the eye on which it falls. 

On coming near, however, they found they could not mnko 
their way through the press, and had to request those near 
to let Him know their presence, and that they wished to 
speak with Him. At any moment, when busy with the 
work of the Kingdom, all lower relations, bonds, and cares 
of His earlier life ceased to engage Him, but much moro 
was it so at a time like this, when engrossed with its supremo 
interests, and with the victory over its enemies which He 
had hardly as yet completed. The most sacred of earthly 
ties lost its greatness before the grandeur of spiritual kinship 
in the new deathless communion He was founding. “Who 
is my mother? ” asked He, “ and who are my brethren ? ” 
Then, stretching His hands towards those around Him, 
“ Behold,” said He, “ my mother and my brethren ! For 
whosoover shall do the will of my Father in Heaven, 1 the 

1 Ullmann, p. 50. 
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same is mv brother, and sister, and mother.” 1 It was the 
same answer, in effect, as He had, perhaps before this, given 
when a woman in the crowd, unable to restrain herself, had 
expressed aloud her sense of the surpassing honour of her 
who had borne and nursed Him. “ Yea,” replied He, 
“ rather, blessed are they that hear the Word of God and 
keep it.” 

It was from no want of tenderness Jesus thus spoke. A 
holy duty to Himself, His honour, and His calling, demanded 
His acting as He did. It was imperative that He should 
keep Himself from the hands even of His nearest friends, to 
prevent their unconsciously carrying out the plans of His 
enemies by violently restraining Him. He had, moreover, 
founded a new family of which He was the Spiritual Head, 
and this, henceforth, as it spread among men, was to be 
His supreme earthly, relationship. The ready faith of the 
Samaritans, and the surpassing example of the heathen cen¬ 
turion, had foreshadowed the extension of the New Kingdom, 
beyond Israel, to all nations. To do the will of mere men, 
whether priests or Rabbis, was no longer the condition of 
heavenly favour. Henceforth, over the earth, to do the will 
of God was the one condition required to open the gates of 
the wav of life. 

t/ 

Foiled in their attempt to brand Jesus publicly as in 
league with the devil, the Pharisees 14 resolved to try the 
subtler plan of pretending friendliness, and inviting Him to 
partake of their hospitality, that they might watch what He 
said, and, if possible, provoke Him to commit Himself in 
some way that would bring Him within the reach of the 
law. It was yet early, and one of them asked Him, with 
this treacherous object, to join the light morning meal, then 
lately introduced into Palestine by the Romans. 1 He ac¬ 
cepted the invitation, with a full knowledge of the spirit in 
which it had been given. It had been expected, perhaps, 
that the honour of entertainment in a circle of Rabbis would 
awe a layman of humble standing like Jesus, but He took 
care to show His true bearing towards them from the moment 
He reclined at table. Washing the hands before eating was 
in all cases a vital requirement of Pharisaic duty. A Rabbi 
would rather have suffered death than eat before he had done 
so. “ It is better,” said Rabbi Akiba, “ in a time of perse- 

m 

1 F.wald , vol. v. p. 413. Matt* xii. 46-50. Mark iii. 31-35. Luke viii. 
19-21; xl 27, 28. 
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cution, to die of thirst than to break the commandment, and 
thus die eternally,” and proceeded, before touching food, to 
wash his hands, with the allowance of drinking water brought 
him by his jailer.” 1 But observance of Pharisaic rules 
required much more. Christ had just come from among a 
crowd, and had, besides, cast out a devil, and ilius doubly 
defiled, ought to have purified Himself by a bath before 
coming to table with those who were Levitically clean. A 
Pharisee always bathed himself before eating, on coming from 
the market-place, 2 to wash away the defilement of contact 
with the unclean multitude, and it was naturally expected 
that Jesus would have been equally scrupulous. 1 " He had 
committed Himself, however, to uncompromising opposition 
to a system which substituted forms for true spiritual 
religion, and took His place on the couch without any cere¬ 
monial purification. The host and his guests were astonished, 
and betrayed, at least in their looks, their real feelings towards 
Him ; bitter enough before, but now fiercer than ever, at this 
defiant affront to their cherished usages. 

Roused by their uncourteous hostility, He instantly took 
His position of calm independence and superiority, for Ho 
feared no human face, nor any combination of human violence. 
Knowing perfectly that He was alone against the world, Ho 
felt that the truth required Him to witness for it, come what 
might to Himself. 

“ I see,” said He, “ what you are thinking. You Pharisees 
clean the outside of the cup and the platter,but you fill 
both, within, with the gains of hypocritical robbery and 
wickedness; you cleanse the outside of a cup, and think 
nothing of your own souls being full of all evil." Fools! did 
not Ho who made the outside of a cup make the inside as 
well? As He made all outward and visible things, has He 
not also made all inward and spiritnul ? How absurd to take 
so much care of the one and to neglect the other! Let mo 
tell you how you may attain true purification. Give with 
willing, loving hearts, what you have in your cups and 
platters, as alms, and this will make all your ceremonial 
washings of the outside superfluous, and demise both tho 
vessels and your hearts. The Rabbis have told you that 
8 chanty is worth all other virtues together,’ 4 but your covet- 

1 Frubin , fol. 21. 2. 

* Mark vii. 4. Nork, p. 140. Godwin, p. 88. Hauerath, vol. i. p. 88, 

• Luke xi. 37-64. 4 Hava Bathra , 9. 1. 



i < 


WOE TO YOU, LAWYERS!" 


141 


ousuess is a proverb, for yon devour widows’ houses, and 
have invented excuses for a son robbing even his father for 
your good. 1 But woe to you, Pharisees! for it is vain to 
expect this of you, who know nothing of true love. You lay 
stress on external trifles, and neglect the principles and 
duties of the inner life ; you tithe petty garden herbs, like 
mint and rue, and all kinds besides, and are indifferent to 
right and wrong, and to the love of God. If you wish to 
tithe the garden herbs, 3 it is well to do so, but you should be 
as zealous for what is much more important. 0 Your vanity 
is as great as yonr grasping hypocrisy ! Woe to you, 
Pharisees ! for ye love the chief seats in the synagogues, and 
to be flattered by men rising up as you pass in the crowded 
market-place, and greeting you with reverent salutations of 
Rabbi, Rabbi, your reverence, your reverence. 3 Woe to you ! 
you are like graves sunk in the earth, over which men 
walk, thinking the ground clean, and are defiled when they 
least suspect it. p Men think themselves with saints if in 
your company, but to be near you is to be near pollution! 


A Rabbi q 


“ Teacher, 


}) 


among the guests here interrupted Him. 
said he, “ you are condemning not only the 


common lay Pharisees, but us, the Rabbis.” The interruption 
only turned Jesus against the “ lawyers ” specially. “Woe 
to you, lawyers, also! ” said He, “ for ye load men with 
burdens grievous to be borne, while ye, yourselves, touch not 
these burdens with one of your fingers to help the shoulders 
to bear them. Ye sit in your chambers and schools, and 
create legal rules, endless, harassing, intolerable, for the 
people, but not affecting yourselves—shut out as you are 
from busy life. Woe to you! for ye build the tombs of the 
prophets, but your fathers, in whose acts ye glory, killed 
them. Shame for their having done so might make you. tvish 
those sacred tombs forgotten ; but you have no shame, and 
rebuild these tombs to win favour with the people, while in 
your hearts you are ready to repeat to the prophets of to¬ 
day the deeds of your fathers towards those of old! Your 
pretended reverence for these martyrs, shown in restoring 
their sepulchres, while you are ready to repeat the wicked¬ 
ness of their murderers, makes these tombs a witness against 
you. The Holy Spirit had this in view, when He said by 
me, some time since, 1 ‘ I will send them prophets and apostles, 


1 Matt, xxiii. 14. Mark vii. 11. Nork, p. 141. 

1 Tristram, pp. 419, 471, 478. 3 Schiirer, p. 443. 
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and some of them they will persecute and kill, that the blood 
of all the prophets, shed from the foundation of the world, 
may be required of this generation—from the blood of Abel 
to that of Zachariah, who perished between the altar and the 
Temple.’ Yes, I say unto yon, it will be required of this 
generation. Under the guidance of yon lawyers it was that 
the people treated them as they did ! Woe to von ! yon have 
taken away from the nation the key to the temple of heavenly 
knowledge, and have made them incapable of recognising the 
truth, by yonr teaching. You yourselves have not entered, 
and you have hindered those from entering who were on the 
point of doing so ! ” 

The die was finally cast. Henceforth Jesus stood con¬ 
sciously alone, the rejected of the leaders of his nation. 
There was before Him only a weary path of persecution, and, 
at its end, the Cross. An incident recorded by St. Luke, 
seems to belong to this period. The multitudes thronging 
to hear the new teaching were daily greater, in spite of the 
hostility of the Rabbis; for their calumnies and insinuations 
had not yet abated the general excitement. “ An innumer¬ 
able multitude ” waited for the reappearance of Jesus, and 
hung on His lips to catch every word. He might be attacked 
and slandered in the house of the Pharisee, but as yet, 
the crowd looked on Him with astonishment and respect. 
Opinions differed only as to the scope of His action: that He 
was a great Rabbi, was felt by all. 

It was the custom to refer questions of all kinds to the 
Rabbis for their counsel and decision, which carried grout 
weight, though it might be informal and extra-judicial. Their 
words were virtually law, for to dispute or oppose them whs 
well-nigh criminal. 1 To get the support of one so great as 
Jesus, therefore, in any matter, would, as it 6eoined, decide a 
point at once in favour of any one He supported. 

One of the crowd, reasoning thus, chose an opportunity to 
solicit His weighty interference in a question of inheritance, 3 
in which there was a strife with a brother. “ Teacher,’’ 


to my brother 


w 

with me. 


tl 


misconceived 


phere 


In the briefest and most direct words 


He had anything to do with “judgi 


off a Li's was repudiated 


as not His province 


gave an occasion 


1 Eismmenger, vol. i. pp. 331, 332. 
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ing against the unworthy greed and selfishness which lie at 
the root of all such strife, on one side or the other. Address¬ 
ing the crowd, who had heard the request, He gave them, 
in the following parable, a caution against -all forms of 
covetousness, or excessive desire of worldly possessions. 

“Watch,” said He, “ and keep yourselves from all covet¬ 
ousness. For, though a man may abound in riches, his life 
does not depend on his wealth, but on the will of God, who 
can lengthen or shorten his existence, and make it happy or 
sad, at His pleasure. Let me show you what I mean. 

“ The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plenti¬ 
fully. And he reasoned within himself, saying, ‘ What shall I 
do, because I have no room to stow away my crops ? ’ And 
he said, ‘ This will I do. I will pull down my barns and 
build greater, and I will gather together into them all my 
crops and my property, and will say to my soul, Soul, thou 
hast much property laid up for many years; take thine ease, 
eat, drink, and be merry.’ 

“ But God said unto him, ‘ Fool, this night thy soul is 
required of thee, and whose will those things be which thou 
hast prepared ? ’ 

“ So,” added Jesus, “ is he who heaps up treasures for 
himself, and is not rich towards God. Death, coming unex¬ 
pectedly, even when latest, strips him of all, if he has only 
thought of himself and of this world. ' The true wisdom is to 
use what we have so as to lay up treasures, by its right em¬ 
ployment, in heaven, that God may give us these, after death, 
in the kingdom of the Messiah.” 



CHAPTER XLII. 


AFTER THE STORM. 

mHE meal in the house of the Pharisee was a momentous 
-A- event in the life of Jesus. The fierceness of his enemies 
had broken out into open rage, so that, as He left, He was 
followed bj the infuriated Rabbis, gesticulating’, 1 as they 
pressed round Him, and provoking Him to commit Himself 
by words of which they might lay hold. A great crowd had 
meanwhile gathered, 2 partly on His side, partly turned 
against Him by the arts of his accusers. The excitement 
had reached its highest. 

With such a multitude before Him, it was certain that He 
would not let the opportunity pass of proclaiming afresh tho 
New Kingdom of God. It had been called a kingdom of the 
devil, and it was meet that He should turn aside the calumny. 
His past mode of teaching did not, however, seem suited for 
the new circumstances. It had left but small permanent 
results; and a new and still simpler style of instruction, 
specially .adapted to their dulness and untrained minds and 
hearts, would at least arrest their attention more surely, nnd 
'force them to a measure of reflection. Pressing through the 
vast throng, to the shore of the lake, he entered a fishing- 
boat, and, sitting down at its prow, the highest part of it, 
began, from this convenient pulpit, as it lightly rocked on 
the waters, the first of those wondrous parables, in which Ho 
henceforth so frequently embodied His teachings. 

The Parable or Mashal was a mode of instruction already 
familiar to Israel since the days of the Judges, 3 and was in 
familiar and constant use among the Rabbis. Its charac¬ 
teristic is the presentation of moral and religious truth in a 
more vivid form than is possible by mere precept or abstract 
statement, use being made for this end of some incident 
drawn from life or nature, by which the lesson sought to 

1 Luke xi. 63. 5 Luke xii. 1. 

* Judges ix. 7. Isaiah v. 1. Ezek. xiii. 11, etc. 
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be given is pictured to the eye, and thus imprinted on tho 
memory, and made more emphatic. Analogies, hitherto un¬ 
suspected, between familiar natural facts and spiritual pheno¬ 
mena ; lessons of duty enforced by some simple imaginary 
narrative or incident; striking’ parallels and comparisons, 
which made the homeliest trifles symbols of the highest 
truths, abound in all the discourses of Jesus, but are still 
more frequent from this time. Nothing was henceforth left 
unused. The light, the darkness, the houses around, the 
games of childhood, the sightless wayside beggar, the foxes 
of the hills, the leathern bottles hung up from every rafter, 
the patched or new garment, and even the noisy hen amidst 
her chickens, served, in turn, to illustrate some lofty truth. 
The sower on the hill-side at hand, the gaudy weeds among 
the corn, the common mustard plant, the leaven in the 
woman’s dough, the treasure disclosed by the passing plough¬ 
share, the pearl brought by the travelling merchant from 
distant lands for sale at Bethsaida or Tiberias—at Philip’s 
court or that of Antipas,—the draw-net seen daily on the 
lake, the pitiless servant, the labourers in the vineyards 
around—any detail of every-day life, was elevated, as occa¬ 
sion demanded, to be the vehicle of the sublimest lessons. 
Others have uttered parables ; but Jesus so far transcends 
them, that He may justly be called the creator of this mode 
of instruction. 1 


The first of the wondrous series was, fitly, that of the 
Sower, for the planting of the New Kingdom must needs be 
the first stage towards further truths respecting it. In a 
country like Galilee no illustration could be more easily in¬ 
telligible, and it is no wonder that Jesus often uses it. As 
He sat in the boat, with the multitude standing on the shore, 
each feature of the parable would be before Him—the sower 
going out from the neighbouring town or village to sow his 
patch on the unenclosed hill-side, with its varied soil, here 
warm and deep, there a mere skin over the limestone rock, 


invaded at some spots by thorns, then, as now, so plentiful 
in Palestine, and crossed by the bridle path, along which men 
and beasts were passing constantly. The seed was-good, and 
the sower faithfully did his work, but it depended on the soil 
itself what w r ould be the result, for the rain, and the light, 
and the heat came equally on all. Part fell on the trodden 


1 Renan’s Vie de Jesus, p. 167. Keim , vol. ii. p. 438. Matt. xiii. 1-23. 
Mark iv. 1-25. Luke viii, 4-18. 
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path—which, itself, though now beaten hard, waa once as 
soft and yielding as any part of the field—and was crushed 
under foot, or picked up by the birds hovering near. Some 
fell on spots in which the springing thistles had already taken 
root, and were about to shoot up in rank vigour; some on 
the shallow skin of earth over the rock, where the hot sun 
hastened the growth, while the hard rock hindered the root 
from striking down ; and only a part fell on good soil, and 
yielded a return for the sower’s toil.* 

This parable, apparently so self-illustrative, troubled, alike, 
the minds of the Twelve, and of the wider circle of hearers 
who had any interest in Christ’s words. 1 The mode of teach¬ 
ing was new to them from Him, 9 and the conceptions embodied 
in what they had heard were directly opposite to all they had 
been accustomed, as Jews, to associate with the Messianic 
kingdom. The careless multitude, drawn together only by 
curiosity, had scattered when Jesus, having finished His ad¬ 
dress, had returned to Peter’s house. Thither, however, a 
number of graver spirits followed, with the Twelve, to seek 
the explanation they felt assured would be vouchsafed. It 
was, indeed, precisely what Jesus desired, for it afforded an 
opportunity for the fuller instruction of all whose state of 
heart fitted them to receive it, and it drew them into closer 
personal intercourse with Himself. He received them with 
frank delight. “Unto you, who thus show your interest in 
the mysteries of the kingdom of God,” said He, “ it is given 
to know them, but to the indifferent outside multitude/ they 
are designedly left veiled in parable.” To understand spi¬ 
ritual truth, the heart must be in sympathy with it; otherwise, 
to try to explain it, would be as idle as to speak of colours 
to the blind, or of music to the deaf. Where the religious 
faculty was dead or dormant, religious truth was necessarily 
incomprehensible and undesired. “ He came to be a Light 
to men, 3 4 * and to reveal the truth, not to hide it; but men must 
have willing ears, 6 and take heed to what they hear, 6 pon¬ 
dering over it in their hearts. To listen only with tho 
outward ear, like the careless multitude, is to draw down 
the punishment of God. In natures thus wilfully indifferent, 
stolid insensibility only increases, the more they hear. To 
such, the very word of life becomes a word of death. 


1 Mark iv. 12. 
a Mark iv. 11. 
6 Mark iv. 23. 
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Rejecting me, the Light, they are given np by God to the 
darkness they have chosen, and lose, erelong, even the super¬ 
ficial interest in higher things they may have had. 

“ Ye, on the other hand,” He continued, who really 
have received the truth into a willing heart, have thereby 
proved your fitness for higher disclosures, and shall have 
them . 1 The honest interest you show determines the measure 
of knowledge you are able to receive, and it will be given 
you. b He who has opened his soul to me will receive contin¬ 
ually richer insight into the truth. Alas for those who shut 
their eyes and stop their ears ! But blessed are your eyes, 
into which you hav£ let the truth enter, and blessed are your 
ears, into which you have let it sink. Amen ! I say to you, 
many prophets and righteous men longed to see those things 
which ye see, and did not see them; and to hear those things 
which ye hear, and did not hear them.” 2 

Such, in brief explanatory paraphrase, was the welcome to 
those really anxious to understand the parable, which Jesus 
forthwith expounded to them; disclosing, as He did so, 
conceptions and principles which required a complete revo¬ 
lution in their minds to understand and appropriate. He 
announced that the ancient kingdom of God was, henceforth, 
spiritualized, so that the only relation of man to it, from this 
time, was a moral one; not, as heretofore, in part a political. 
So entirely, indeed, was this the case, that He did not eveif 
speak of the external agencies or organization by which men 
should be outwardly received as its citizens, but assumed that 
acceptance depended on the man himself; on his will and 
his sympathy with what the Hew Kingdom offered. “ The 
Word is the living Seed of the Gospel. As the embodiment of 
all truth, it is by following it that the Will of God is realized 
by men, and the one grand law of the kingdom thus obeyed. 
It is given to men, as the seed to the ground, and they can 
hear and understand it if they choose, but all depends on 
their doing so. As the strewn seed neither springs nor bears 
fruit on much of the ground, and fails except where it sinks 
into good soil, so the relations of men to the Word of God 
are very various. Few, it may be, receive it aright, but it 
is always the fault of men themselves if it be not living seed 
in their hearts. Wordly indifference may have made the 
soil impenetrable as the trodden path, or have left only a 
skin of sentiment over hidden callousness; or worldly cares 


1 Mark iy. 24. 
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or pleasures may spring up rankly, and choke tho better 
growth; in all cases it is the man, not the seed or the sower, 
on whom the result turns. Before all things, this is to bo 
felt, so that no one may imagine that entrance into the New 
Kingdom depends on any but moral conditions. Every 
merely outward claim to citizenship must be laid aside; it 
is a matter strictly between God and the 6oul. The more 
completely this is done, the greater the fitness for entrance. 
We must be willing simply to receive, without a thought 
of merit or right, what God is pleased to give of His free 
bounty. The New Kingdom is, in truth, altogether spiritual. 
It works directly on the soul, by spiritual truth. It advances 
in the individual and the world, not by outward power, or 
political glory, or by miracles, but by the Word sown in the 
heart, and its aim, like its nature, is spiritual; to make the 
heart and life visibly fruitful in all heavenly grace.'* 1 

As the parable of the Sower described the planting of the 
New Kingdom in the heart, others set forth the secret 
invisible energy of the Word, by the indestructible vigour of 
which the New Kingdom unfolds itself in the individual and 
in the world. It was compared to the silent and mysterious 
growth of seed, which springs up by unperceived develop¬ 
ment, first into the blade, then into the ear, and finally 
into the ripened corn. The triumphant future found an 
hnalogy in the growth of a grain of mustard-Beed—which, 
though at first a mere speck, grows to be greater than the 
herbs, shooting out wide branches, and becoming a tree, in 
the shade of which the birds of the air come and lodge. 
It found another in the silent leavening of three measures 
of meal by a spot of yeast hidden in them. As surely as 
the seed will spring, or the mustard-seed become a tree, 0 or 
the yeast spread through all the three measures of meal, as 
certainly as the spark kindles to a flame, the New Kingdom 


It needs no 


will grow and expand to world-wide glory. It needs no 
battles to be won, as the hearers fancied ; no violent revo¬ 
lutions. Jesus knew that the living force of truth in each 
single heart must diffuse itself, and that, os soul after soul 
was won, it would silently revolutionize the world, and leaven 
all humanity. 


1 Baur, Geschiehte, p. 33. Keim, vol. ii. p. 448. Hausrath, vol. i. p. 
861. Lie Wette and Meyer , in loc. Schleierraacher’s Predii/ten, vol. iv. 
pp. 707, 721, 739, 755. Jacox. See. Annot., 1st series, p. 38G. Schenkel, 
p. 116. L»nd and Book , p. 82. Furrer, Paldstina, p. 18. Iiobertson’t 
Sermons, 1st series, p. 16. Matt. xiii. 24-33. Mark iv. 20-34. 
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That there should be hindrances was only natural, and 
these He shadowed out in the parable of the Tares secretly 
sown by an enemy in a man’s field, and undistinguishable 
from the grain till both had come to fruit . 1 For the sake 

o 

of the wheat, both were left, by the householder, till the 
harvest, but in the end, the tares would be gathered for 
burning - , and the wheat for the barn. d The full meaning of 
this parable was given afterwards by Jesus Himself. The 
visible Church would include in it, till the last day, many 
who were not true members. To separate them is not the 
part of man, but of the Judge. But this is, and could be, 
meant only in a general sense; for the whole spirit of the 
Gospels implies the rejection of the openly unworthy, and 
their reception again on their repentance. “ Those who 
to-day are thorns,” says Augustine, “ may be wheat to¬ 
morrow.” 


“ So,” said He, also, “my kingdom may be likened to a net 
cast into the lake ; which encloses good fish and bad, and, 
when full, is drawn to shore, and the good gathered into 
vessels while the bad are cast away.” e 

The supreme worth of citizenship in His kingdom He set 
forth in separate parables. It was like a treasure hidden in 
a field/ which, when found, so filled the heart of the dis¬ 
coverer, that, for joy, he went away and sold all he had, 
and bought the field, that the treasure might be his. Or, it 
was like a priceless pearl met with by a merchant seeking 
such a treasure, and secured by him at the cost of all he 
had. The kingdom might be found by some without their 
seeking it, as the treasure by the peasant in the field; or it 
might be met by one in earnest search for it, like him who 
found the costly pearl. In either case, it could only be 
obtained by joyful self-sacrifice of all things else for its sake, 
and by the realization of the worthlessness of all human 
possessions in comparison with it. 

It is not certain that all these parables were spoken the 
same day, though there is nothing improbable in the suppo¬ 
sition that Jesus should have given such a free utterance to 
the wealth of imagery and illustration which flowed from 
It is lips with no mental effort. But the evening came at 
last, and found him wearied out with the work and agitations 
of such an eventful day. Capernaum could, however, no 
longer be the quiet home for Him which it had been. The 
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fierce rage of the priests and Rabbis in the morning, and 
their intrigne with the household of Nazareth, to lay hold 
on Him as a madman, possessed with a devil, showed that 
they would stop at no wickedness to get Him into their 


power. 


The controversy respecting Him had penetrated 


every humble cottage, and quiet work was no longer possible. 
Moreover, it was necessary to introduce His disciples to a 
wider sphere of life and work than Capernaum and the 
little districts round it, in preparation for their independent 
action, and to form and strengthen their character and power 
of self-reliance by pntting it to the proof, and revealiug to 
them the weaknesses yet to be overcome. 

The wall of lonely hills on the east side of the lake, 
seamed by deep gorges through which the path led to the 
vast upland plains of the eastern Jordan—a region little 
known to the busy population of Galilee, and in bad repu¬ 
tation with most, as more heathen than Jewish—offered Him 
a secure retreat. Instead of returning to Peter’s house, 
where new troubles might have awaited Him, He ordered His 
disciples to carry Him to the opposite shore, that He might 
escape from all painful scenes, and en joy peace and rest for 
a time. His enemies would not be likely to seek a Rabbi 
like Him in such an unclean district; least of all in the 
neighbourhood He first visited—that of the heathen city, 
Gadara. 


were not yet over. The 
streets on the way to the boat were full of the evening 
gossips, glad to talk with their neighbours in the browning 
twilight, now their day’s work was done ; and, with others 
lingering about, in the hope of seeing the great Rabbi. A 
number of these soon gathered round Christ and His dis¬ 
ciples as they made towards the shore, and at last the silence 
was broken by one of them, strange to 6ay, himself a Rabbi, 
offering to follow Him as His scholar. “ Teacher,” 1 said 
he, “ I will follow Thee wherever you go.” * It might have 
seemed a great thing for one in the position of Jesus to have 
a Rabbi among His disciples, but He never courted human 
aid, or acted on mere expediency. The highest, no less 
than the humblest, could only b© received on the condition 
of absolute self-sacrifice and sincerity. Nor did He readily 
accept those who offered themselves, but chose rather to 


But the incidents of the day 
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snmmon such as He wished, to His immediate circle. 


U 


Ye 


have not chosen me,” said He, on a future occasion, “ but I 
have chosen tou.” 1 He returned, therefore, only an answer 
which should test the applicant’s motives to the uttermost. 
“The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air nests, but 
the Son of man hath not where to lay His head.” Virtually 
driven from the one dwelling at Capernaum He could regard 
as His home, and rejected from Nazareth, He was, henceforth, 
a wanderer, with no fixed dwelling. From this time He 
was almost a fugitive from His enemies, never remaining 
long in any one place—a homeless and houseless man. 

To a second applicant, who professed himself willing to 
follow Him as soon as he had discharged the pious duty of 
burying his father, the startling answer was returned, “ Let 
the (spiritually) dead bury their dead, but go thou and 
preach the kingdom of God.” 2 Under other circumstances 
Christ would have commended such filial love ; but it was 
necessary now to show, by a supreme example, that those 
who sought to follow Him must deny natural feelings, other¬ 
wise entirely sacred, when the interests of the kingdom of 
God required it . 3 He had in mind, doubtless, the thirty 
days’ mourning 4 that were virtually implied, and knew the 
results of indecision in a matter so paramount. It was, more¬ 
over, a requirement of the Rabbis, in similar cases, that if any 
one who wished to be a scholar of the Law, had to choose 
between burying even his nearest relation—his parent, or 
his brother, or sister—and devoting himself at once to his 
sacred calling, he should leave the burial to others, as the less 
important duty, and give himself up on the moment, undi- 
videdly to the Law . 5 The words of Jesus were the familiar 
and well-known expression of this recognised condition of 
even Rabbinical discipleship. The applicant would have 
been required to act thus had he chosen to follow a Rabbi, 
and less devotion and sincerity could not be demanded in 
the service of the New Kingdom . 11 

A third, who asked leave before finally following Christ, 
to go home and bid his family circle farewell, received a 
similar answer—“ No one having put his hand to the plough, 
and looking back, ife fit for the kingdom of God; he who 
gives himself up to the kingdom of' God, must do so with 
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an undivided heart, suffering no earthly cares to distract 

h * »> * 

ira. 

He had set out for the lake side as soon as the multitudes 
had scattered sufficiently to open the way ; and now, having 
reached it, He went into a fishing-boat, just as He was, 1 and 
they pushed off in company with some other boats. It was 
already late for Orientals to be abroad, and the rest in the 
open air, after such continuous mental and bodily excitement, 
soon brought the sweet relief of deep refreshing sleep. We 
never hear of Jesus being ill; and, indeed, such a life as His, 
utterly free from all disturbing causes which might induce 
disease, may well have been exceptionally healthy. The 
coarse leather boss of the steersman’s seat, at the end of the 
boat, sufficed for a pillow, 1 and presently he forgot, in deep 
slumber, the cares and labours of the day. 

The sail across, however, though usually so refreshing and 
delightful, was destined to be rudely disturbed. The lake 
lies in its deep bed among the hills, ordinarily, smooth as a 
mirror, but sudden storms at times rush down every wady 
on the north-east and east, and lash the waters into furious 
roughness. The winds sweeping over the vast bare table¬ 
land of Gaulonitis and the Hauran and the boundless desert 
beyhnd, pour down the deep ravines and gorges, cut in the 
course of ages by streams and torrents, on their way to the 
lake, and lash it into incredible commotion. Its position, 
about six hundred feet below the Mediterranean, induces sueh 
sudden hurricanes, the lower level heating the air over the 
waters till the colder atmosphere of the hills rushes down to 
fill the vacuum caused by the rarefaction. 2 

Such a storm now burst on the calm bosom of the luke, 
and presently raised the waves to such a height, that the 
unprotected boat was all but swamped. In the wild roaring 
of the wind—amidst blinding torrents of rain, and the thick 
darkness of the hurricane cloud, which blotted out the stars ; 
and the dashing of the sea, which broke over them* each 
moment—even bronzed sailors like the Twelve lost their 
presence of mind, and were filled with dismay. Driven 
before the wind, they were fast filling, nnd, as it seemed, 
must presently go down. Through all the wild tumult of 
wind, darkness, rain, and sea, however, Jesus lay peacefully 
asleep, so profoundly had He been exhausted. It seemed 

1 Matt. viii. 23.-ix. 1. Mark iv. 36.-V. 21. Lake viii. 23-40. 

* Winer, Wind. Thomson, I and and Book, pp. 374, 332. 
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as 


if He "were indifferent to their fate. In their natural 


reverence they long hesitated to rouse Him, but at last did so, 
aud appealed to Him to save them. Amidst the terror around, 
He was entirely self-possessed. Rising, He gently rebuked 
the fear that had so unnerved them, and then, with an awful 
sublimit v, rebuked the wind as if it had been a living power, 
and bade the angry sea be still; and both wind and sea 1 
at once obeyed Him. A great calm spread over the lake. 
'•‘Why are ye fearful,” said He, “0 ye of little faith?” 
They had seen Him control disease, cast out devils, and even 
raise the dead; could they not have felt assured that neither 
winds nor waves could harm them when He was there ? 

What manner of man is 


this ? 


muttered the awe-struck 


Apostles, “ for He commands even the winds and water 
and they obey Him ! ” 


The boat had been driven to the southern end of the lake, 
and Christ consequently landed in the territory of the city 
of Gadara, a half-heathen town on the table-land, twelve 
hundred feet above the shore, and at some distance from it.™ 
It was then in its glory, and lay round the top of the hill, 
looking far over the country. Long avenues of marble 
pillars lined its streets; fine buildings of squared stones 
abounded. Two great amphitheatres of black basalt adorned 
the west and north sides, and there was a third theatre near 
its splendid public baths. It was the proud home of a great 
trading community, to whom life was bright and warm when 
Jesus landed that morning, on the shore beneath, and looked 
up towards its walls. 

The hill on which Gadara 11 stands is of soft limestone, full, 
like the limestone of Palestine generally, of larger and 
smaller caves, many of which had been enlarged by the 
poorer classes and turned into dwelling-places, 0 for which 
they are used even now, while others had been converted 
into tombs, with massy stone doors. The roadside is still 
strewn with a number of sarcophagi of basalt, 1 sculptured 
with low reliefs of genii, garlands, wreaths of flowers, and 
human faces, in good preservation, though long emptied of 
their dead. 

Madness in every form has, in all ages, been treated by 
the rude therapeutics of the Bast, as a supernatural visitation, 
with which it is unsafe to interfere more than is needed, 
and, hence, even at this day, furious and dangerous maniacs 


1 Burckhardt counted 71. Sepp, vol. iii. p. 286. 
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may, from time to time, be Been in the towns of Palestine, 
in some cases, absolutely naked. Others, equally furious, 
often betake themselves to the mountains, and sleep in 
tombs and caves. In their paroxysms they become terribly 
dangerous, for their mental excitement gives them prodigious 

strength, and, hence, one is sometimes a terror to a whole 
neighbourhood. 1 

Two such madmen, it seems, had taken up their abode in 
the caves and tombs by the side of the road from the lake 
to Gadara, and had made it almost impassable, from their 
fierceness. Jesus had hardly set His foot on shore before 
they sallied out towards Him, shrieking amidst the wild 
howls of their frenzy, as they approached, in deprecation 
of His interference with them. From some reason, now 
unknown, St. Mark and St. Luke 6peak only of one of these 
two sufferers, and as their account is the fuller, it is better 
to keep to it. Both were more than merely insane: they 
were possessed with devils, and conscious that they were so. 
As in similar cases, the demoniac presence controlled the 
human will, and spoke in its own name. Both had already 
shown their terror at the coming of One whom they recog¬ 
nised as the Son of God, and adjured Him not to torment 
them before the time. But now the one of whom especially 
St. Mark and St. Luke speak, ran and fell down before Jesus, 
in the manner of Eastern reverence. He had been a terror 
to the whole country side, for he would wear no clothes, but 
roamed the hills, naked, and would live only in the tombs. 
Efforts had been made to put him in restraint, but neither 
the ropes nor chains used had sufficed to hold him. p Night 
and day he wandered the mountains, driven hither and 
thither by the mysterious possession that had him in its 
power, filling the air with his howls and shrieks, and cutting 
himself with sharp stones in his frenzy. But a greater than 
the strong man by whom he was enslaved was now here. 
Though dreading His presence, the demon could not keep 
away from it. It may be that, in the confused human con¬ 
sciousness, there was yet a glimmer of reason and moral 
health which drove him to the Saviour; but, if so, the spirit 
took the word from him, and spoke in his stead. “ What is 
thy name ? " said Jesus to the demon, and the mysterious 
answer was, “ Legion, for we are many.” Forthwith came 
the command to depart out of the man. But, true to diabolical 


1 Land and Book, p. 148. 
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instinct, the spirits would fain injure, even in leaving. On 
the slopes of the hill, a great herd of swine, the unclean and 
hateful abomination of the Jew, were feeding. They were, 
doubtless, owned by some of the heathen citizens of Gadara, 
for swine were in great demand among the foreign popula¬ 
tion, as sacrifices and food. “ Send us into the swine,” cried 
the devils, “ and do not drive us into the abyss,” q and the 
request was granted, to the destruction of the whole herd, 
which ran violently down the slope into the lake and were 
drowned. Jesus, as Son of God, was free to act at His will 
with all things, for they were all His by the supreme right 
of creation, and this right is continually used in the moral 
government of the world. There is no ground for a moment’s 
discussion respecting an act of One to whom all things were 
committed, as Head of the New Kingdom, by the Father. 1 

It is idle, in our utter ignorance of the spirit world, to 
raise difficulties, as some have done, at this incident. It is 
recorded in three of the four Gospels, and cannot be ex¬ 
plained away except by doing violence to the concurrent lan¬ 
guage of the three Evangelists. However mysterious, it is 
no more so than many facts in the life of Jesus, and must be 
taken simply as it stands. 

The terror of the Apostles in the storm had shown how 
little Jesus could rely on them in the far worse trials of 
future years; but the mighty power He had shown in stilling 
the tumult of the elements, had been a lesson of confidence 
in Him, which they could hardly forget. It was a further 
step in their training to trust in Him, when they now saw 
Him perform the still mere wonderful miracle of calming the 
inward tempest of a human soul. In neither case could they 
say a word. They stood silent and ashamed. They were 
far, as yet, from having grown to the spiritual manhood of 
their great office. 

The new teaching of Jesus had excited, for a time, a wide 
popularity that had even besieged His dwelling and thronged 
His person. The people had given Him their unhesitating 
confidence. But His collisions with the priests and Rabbis, 
and His disturbed relations to His family—with the whisper¬ 
ings of calumny on all sides—had chilled the enthusiasm 
of many. Distrust and suspicion had been sown in hitherto 
trustful minds, and these reports had penetrated even to the 

1 Matt. xi. 27. Neander's Life of Christ , p. 341. Ullmann, p. 133« 
Dukes, pp. 160, 196. 
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east of the Jordan. Their earliest open results were seen 
at Gadara, for it was here He first met with open want of 
sympathy with His person and work. The incident of tlio 


destruction of the swine, infuriating the owners, was enough, 

• * t l « , l l 11 « a * 


with 

Him 


He 


with their chief, filled wcuk minds "with terror. 


He 


hardly landed, and was in sore need of rest, yet was at once 
forced to leave. For the first time, the disciples had an 
example of that invincible unbelief they were, hereafter, to 
meet so often. But, if Jesus were hindered from preaching 
in Decapolis, He had the satisfaction of leaving behind Him 
the former maniac, now clothed and in his right mind, to 
spread the fact of his deliverance. The poor man would 
fain have followed his Benefactor, but Jesus had other work 


for him. Contrary to His rule hitherto, He dismissed him, 


with directions to go home to his friends, and tell them the 


great things the Lord had done for him, and how He had 
had compassion on Him. His preaching, however simple, 
was a seed of future good in these regions. 

Forced to return to Capernaum, Jesus had scarcely landed, 
when a demand was made on His sympathy which He could 
not resist. One of the rulers, or chief men of the synagogue, 
a local dignitary, named Jairus, 7 had an only daughter, a 
rising girl of about twelve, at the point of death. After all 
that had passed between Jesus and the Rabbis in the town, 
it must have been a great effort for one in the position, ami 
with the inevitable prejudices of Jairns, to seek His aid; but 
distress humbles pride, and often quickens faith. Pressing 
towards Him, he fell at His feet,—as inferiors then did, and 


still do, in the East, before those greatly above them,—re¬ 
gardless of the crowd around, and besought Him to come 
and lay His hand on his child, and restore her to health. A 
heart that sympathized with all sorrow could not withstand 
such an appeal, and, forthwith, He set out to tho ruler’s 
house, through the throng that attended all His movements. 
Before arriving there, however, a message came that tlio 
sufferer was dead, and that there was no need of further 


trouble. They little knew who was on His way to them. 
“ Be not afraid/’ said He to the ruler, “ only believe.” The 
crowd of relatives and friends that always throng the chamber 
of death in Palestine, had already begun the pitiful wails 
and cries of Eastern lamentations, and the dirge-flutes 'had 
commenced to add their sad burden to the tumult. Jesus had 
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perhaps been delayed before starting, and, as preparations 
for burial commence as soon as breath leaves the body, the 
corpse had probably been washed, and laid out in the custom¬ 
ary way for the grave, before He came. 

The noise and confusion were not in keeping with the 
work Jesus designed. “ Why make ye this ado and weep ? ” * 
said He, as He entered; “ The damsel is not dead, but 
sleepeth.” ln He used the word, doubtless, just as He after¬ 
wards did in the case of Lazarus, but they mocked at His 
pretended knowledge, which seemed to impute error to them¬ 
selves ; for they knew that she was dead. He was the Prince 
of Peace, and would have no such disturbing excitement, and 
therefore caused the crowd to leave the chamber of death. 
Only the father and the mother of the girl, and the three 
disciples, Peter, James and John, were allowed to see His 
triumph over the King of Terrors. Taking the damsel by 
the hand, and using words of the language of His people— 
“Talitha cumi—Damsel, I say unto thee, arise ” x —the spirit 
returned to the pale form, and she rose and walked. But in 
Capernaum, at a time when His enemies were so keenly watch¬ 
ful, cautious obscurity was needed, and He therefore enjoined 
silence as to the miracle. 


On the way a touching incident had happened. A woman, 
troubled for many years with an internal ailment, after 
“ having suffered many things of many physicians, and hav¬ 
ing spent her all ” in the vain hope of cure, resolved to seek 
help from Jesus. It is no wonder that she had given up the 
faculty of the day, for their practice was in keeping with the 
scientific ignorance of the times. Lightfoot quotes from the 
Talmud the Jewish medical treatment of such a complaint. 
It was as follows : “ Take of the gum of Alexandria the 


weight of a zuzee (a fractional silver coin) ; of alum the 
same ; of crocus the same. Let them be bruised together, 
and sfiven in wine to the woman that has an issue of blood. 
If this does not benefit, take of Persian onions three logs 
(pints) ; boil them in wine and give her to drink, and say, 
4 Arise from thy flux.’ If this does not cure her, set her in a 


place where two ways meet, and let her hold a cup of wine 


in her right hand, and let some one come behind and frighten 
her, and say, ‘ Arise from thy flux.’ But if that do no good, 
take a handful of cummin (a kind of fennel), a handful of 


1 Matt. ix. 18-26. Mark v. 22^43. Luke viii. 41-56. Nork, p. 49. 
F. D. Robertson’s Sermons, 2nd series, p. 34. 
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crocus, and a handful of fenugreek (another kind of fennel). 
Let these be boiled in wine, and give them her to drink, and 
say, ‘Arise from thy flux.’ ” If these do no good, other cures! 
over ten in number, are prescribed ; among them, this—“ Let 
them dig seven ditches, in which let them burn some cuttings 
of vines, not yet four years old. Let her take in her hand u 
cup of wine, and let them lead her away from this ditch, and 
make her sit down over that. And let them remove her 
from that, and make her sit down ovor another, saying to 
her at each remove,—‘Arise from thy flux.’ ” 17 

But these were only a few of the more harmless prescrip¬ 
tions in vogue. The condition of medical science in the East 
may be judged from its character at the centre of civilization 
and progress in the West. Pliny’s Natural History gives us 
some curious glimpses of this. Ashes of burnt wolf’s skull, 
stags’ horns, the heads of mice, the eyes of crabs, owls’ 
brains, the livers of frogs, vipers’ fat, grasshoppers, bats, etc., 
supplied the alkalis which were prescribed. Physicians were 
wont to order doses of the gall of wild swine, of horses’ foam, 
of woman’s milk; the laying a piece of serpent’s skin on un 
affected part, mixtures of the urine of cows that had not been 
sucked, the fat of bears, the juice of boiled bucks’ horns, and 
other similar abominations. 2 For colic, they prescribed the 
dung of swine or hares, for dysentery powdered horses’ teeth, 
for affections of the bladder the urine of wild swine, or asses' 
kidneys, or plasters of mice-dung. 3 It was a great assistance 
in childbirth if the mother, or any of her circle, ate wolf’s 
flesh. 4 Cold in the head was cured by kissing a mule’s nose. 6 
Sore throat was removed by embrocations of snails’ slime, and 
the inhalation of the fumes of snails slowly burnt. 0 Quinsy 
was cured with the brain of the marsh owl: 7 diseases of the 
lungs, with mouse-flesh; 8 disorders of the stomach with boiled 
snails, of which, however, only an odd number must be 
taken; weakness of the bowels, with powdered bats ; miscar¬ 
riages were prevented by carrying about with ono a living 
amphisbfena, a small snake which was believed to be able to 
go either backwards or forwards ; frogs’ eyes were useful for 
contusions, if the eyes were taken out at the conjunction of 
the moon, and kept in an egg-shell. Frogs boiled in vinegar 
were sovereign for toothache; for cough, the slime of frogs 

' Hor Heb., vol. ii. p. 413. 5 Plin. Hist. Nat., xxviii. 48 ff. 

* Jbid, 63 ff. xxx. 21. 4 Ibid, xxvi. 77. 

4 Ibid, xxx. 11. * Ibid, xxx. 11. 

7 Ibid, xxx. 12. • Ibid, xxx. 14. 
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which had been hnng up by the feet; for rupture, sea hedge¬ 
hogs—the echinus—dissolved in asses’ milk : for diseases of 
the glands, scorpions boiled in wine; for ague or intermittent 
fever, the stone from the head of sea-eels, but it must be 
taken out at the full moon. 1 

The poor woman who now determined to seek help from 
Jesus had endured all the tortures of such medical treatment 
for twelve years, and, of course, was hurt rather than healed. 
She could not, however, venture to speak to Jesus ; perhaps 
womanly shame to tell her disease in public kept her back ; 
perhaps reverence for One so mysteriously above other men. 
Besides, she was unclean, and had to stand aloof from society. 
Joining the crowd following Him to the house of Jairus, she 
could only dare to touch the zizith, 1 or tassel, that hung on 
the corner of his outer garment, as on those of all other 
Jews, 2 The touch at once healed her, but it did not pass 
unnoticed. To have let it do so, might have seemed to give 
countenance to a superstitious fancy that His clothes had 
virtue in themselves. Turning round, He at once asked who 
touched Him. She could no longer hide her act, and, alarmed 
lest her boldness should be punished by the renewal of the 
trouble she now felt to have been healed, fell down before 
Him, and told Him all the truth. It was enough. “ Daugh¬ 
ter,” said He, “ thy faith hath made thee whole ; go in peace, 
and be whole of thy plague.” 

1 Plin. Hist. Nat., xxx. 15 ; xx. 43, 44; xxxii. 24; xxvi. 29, 32, 34 ; 

xxxvii. 1. 

2 Num. xv. 38. Sehet Welch ein Mensch , p. 28. Sauin, Winer, 
Godwyn’s Aaron and Hoses, p. 44. Schiirer, p. 496. 



CHAPTER XLIH. 

DARK AND BRIGHT. 


A MONG the crowd that had gathered round the house of 
Jairus, the supernatural powers of Jesus found renewed 


exercise. 1 No sooner had He reappeared than two blind men 
followed Him to Peter’s house, appealing to Him as the long- 
expected Messiah—“Have mercy upon us, Son of David.” 
It was an invariable condition of His granting His miracul¬ 
ous aid that those who sought it should come with sineero 
and trustful hearts, for to such alone could any higher good 
be gained by mere outward relief. The poor men eagerly 
assured him that they believed He could do what they asked, 
and with a touch of His hand their eyes were opened. “ Ac¬ 
cording to your faith,” said He, “be it unto you.” The prudent 
charge not to speak of their restored sight, so necessary after 
all that had lately passed, was heard only to be forgotten, 
for, in their joy, they could not refrain from publishing it 
wherever they went. Another miracle of these days is re¬ 


corded—the casting out a devil from one who was dumb, so 
that the sufferer, henceforth, spoke freely. The multitudes 
were greatly moved by such repeated demonstrations of 
transcendent power, which seemed to surpass all that had 
ever been seen in Israel, but this popularity embittered 
His enemies the more. Repeating their old blasphemy, 
they could only mutter, “ He casts out devils by being in 
league with their prince.” 2 That Ho should thus recognise 
classes whom they represented as accursed, and from whofn 
they withdrew themselves as unclean, seemed a reflection on 
their teaching and conduct. The blind, the leper, the poor, 
and the childless, were alike accounted stricken of God, and 
“ dead,” by the hard Judaism of the day, 3 and yet He asso¬ 
ciated freely with all who sought Him. Either He or they 
must be vitally wrong. 

1 Matt. ix. 27-34. * Hot. Heb. % vol. ii. pp. 203-205. 

• Light/oot, vol. lii. p. 94. 
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It was now late in the year, and the Twelve had not yet 
gone out on any independent mission. He had taken them 
with Him on His circuits round Capernaum, to train them 
for wider fields. They had seen Him scattering the first 
seed, and caring for it in its growth; preserving what had 
been won, strengthening the weak, and calling the careless 
to repentance. Their experience though gained in this 
narrow sphere had been widely varied. More lately they had 
seen unbelief in the Gadarenes, weak faith in themselves, and 
loving trust in the woman who had touched Jesus, and even 
in the two blind men at Peter’s house. Another lesson, 
however, was needed—that of fierce opposition—which they 
were destined to meet so often hereafter. 


Jesus had never visited Nazareth since His leaving it, and 
His heart must have yearned to proclaim the New Kingdom 
to the population among whom He had lived so long. The 
visit of Mary and of His sisters and brothers, to Capernaum, 
to take Him away with them, however mistaken, had, 
doubtless, been prompted by the tenderest motives. Simple 
country people, they had heard from them holy Rabbis that 
He whom they so loved had overstrained His mind and 
body till His reason had failed, and that there was ground 
to fear that the Evil One had secretly taken advantage of 

His enthusiasm to work miracles bv His hands. What could 

_ %/ 

it be. indeed, but serving the Prince of Darkness, to slight 
the sacred traditions by acts like mixing with the common 
people without bathing afterwards, or breaking the Sabbath 
by healing on it, or by allowing the disciples to pluck corn and 
rub it in their hands on the holy day, or letting a leper come 
near Him, or eating with unclean publicans and sinners P 
He was a revolutionist; He was turning the world upside 
down ; He was questioning the wisdom and authority of the 
Rabbis, and who but the devil or his emissary could do 
that ? 


It was a grave matter, however, to revisit Nazareth. If 
His nearest relatives had given way to such fears respecting 
Him, what could He expect from the multitude, who had 
known Him only in His humble obscurity P He must seem 
to them, at the least, a dangerous disturber of the religion of 
the land; a fanatic who was stirring up confusion in Israel. 
But, where duty called, He never knew fear. In company 
with His disciples He set out from Capernaum, taking the 
road along the hills 
ward from it, through the Valley of Doves, by Arbela, with 


by the lake, to Magdala, turning west- 
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its high cliffs and robber caves, and the Horns of Hattin, 
past Tabor, south-westerly to Nazareth. It was only a 
journey of seven hours, and could easily be made in a day. 
He stayed in Nazareth several days, 1 no doubt in His 
mother’s house. 

The sword had already begun to pierce the Virgin’s heart. 4 
Tender, humble, patient, and loving, she had trials we can¬ 
not realize. Knowing that her son was the Messiah, her 
faith was sorely perplexed by His past course, for her ideas 
were those of her nation, and His were wholly the opposite. 
Her intimate knowledge of the sacred oracles of her people 
had shown itself in the Mugnijicat: her simple trust in God, 
her happy thankfulness of soul, her musing thoughtfulness, 
her modest humility, her strength of mind and energy of 
purpose, had all been seen in earlier days, and, no doubt, as 
she grew older, the light of a higher world was reflected 
with ever-increasing glory from her soul. But she was, and 
must have been, in sore trouble at the position of her 8011. 
His first interview with her has been conceived thus : *— 

“Refreshment over, and thanks returned, with covered 
head, by Jesus, we may fancy how Mary followed Him to 
His own chamber. When, at last, she thus had Him alone, 
she fell on His neck ; but instead of kissing Him, as she had 
done a thousand times, secretly, in spirit, she hid her face 
on His shoulder, and a stream of tears fell from her eyes. 
She wept without speaking, and would not let Him go. 

“ At last, Jesus said, ‘ Mother, be calm, and sit down by 
me, and tell me why you weep ? ’ She did so, and began 
—her hand in His, and His eyes fixed on hers—‘ I rejoice 
that at last I have you again, and grieve that we shall soon 
have once more to part.’ ‘ Do you know, then,’ asked Jesus, 
‘ how soon or how late I shall leave this world ? * ‘ O my 

child,’ replied Mary, * does not the deathly whiteness of 
your face tell me that you are wearing yourself out ? and if 
you do not wear yourself out, though I am a woman, shut 
in by the four corners of my house, how can I help seeing 
that the hatred of your enemies increases daily, and that 
they have long sworn your death?’ ‘Granted,’ broke in 
Jesus, ‘ but has not a great part of the people banded round 
me, and does not this stand in the way of the plots against 
me?* ‘Indeed,’ replied Mary, ‘the might of your preaching, 
your independence towards those in power at Jerusalem, the 


1 Mark vi 2. 


* Luke ii. 35. 
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novelty of your whole appearance, and, above all, your 
miracles, have won many to your side, but the favour of the 
people is like a rain-torrent, which swells quickly only to 
pass away as soon.’ ‘ You are right, 0 blessed among 
women,’ answered Jesus ; ‘ most of this people seek not 
salvation from sin, but from quite other burdens, and when 
the decisive moment comes, they will forsake me, faint¬ 
heartedly and ungratefully. Your look into the future does 
not deceive you, but even the enmity and evil of men serve 
the counsels of God, which I came to fulfil. My way 
goes downwards to deep darkness, from which my soul 
shrinks, but I follow the will of my Father, whether the 
road be up or down.’ As He spoke, His countenance, which 
had been clouded for a moment, was, as it were, transfigured, 
as the Divine in His nature shone through the human; and 
Mary, drinking in all these beams, thrilled with a more than 
mortal joy. There was a long pause. Mary was silent, but 
she was, as always, wrapt in prayer. ‘ Fair,’ said she, in 
the thoughts of her soul, ‘ is the rising sun, fair the green 
vine, fair the blue sea, but fairer than all is He. What an 
hour is this ! My eyes have beheld the King in His beauty.’ ” 
The picture is beautiful, but it ascribes feelings to Mary 

which sprang only later. 

It had been the instinctive practice of Jesus, from early 
childhood, to attend all the synagogue, services, and He was 
still suffered to do so, in spite of the opposition He had 
excited. 1 When Sabbath came, therefore, He went to morn¬ 
ing worship, and, after the reading of the Torah, stood up 
in silent offer to read the Haphtara of the day from the 
Prophets. He was forthwith called to the reading desk, 
when the Sheliach Tsibbur, or Hazan, handed him the roll. 
The lesson for the day could not have been more appropriate, 
for it contained the passage of Isaiah which spoke of the 
Messiah—“ The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He 
anointed me to preach the Gospel to the poor. He has 
sent me to proclaim deliverance to the captives, and re¬ 
covery of sight to the blind : to set at liberty the oppressed: 
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” b Then sitting 
down, He began His Midrash, or explanation, commenting 
on the passage in language which astonished the hearers, 
and applying the predictions of the prophets to Himself. 

% 

1 Sfhet Welch ein Mensch , p. 34. Jost , vol i. p. 177. Godioyn, p. 71. 
Kitto’s Cyclo., vol. ii. p. 228. 
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But the honest wonder and delight at His words speedily 
gave way to less friendly feeling. Whispers soon rnn through 
the congregation respecting Him. How came He by such 
wisdom ? He belonged to no school : claimed no place in 
the succession of Rabbis : spoke on his own authority, with J 
out ordination or sanction from the doctors. Is not this the 
carpenter, the son of Mary and Joseph, 1 the brother of James 
and Joses, and of Juda and Simon? and are not His sisters 
here with us? They could not realize that One with whom, 
and with whose circle, they had been on familiar relations 
could be a prophet. Perhaps His freedom towards the 
traditions had offended the strict notions of some of His 
brothers, and the petty jealousy of a country village could 
not acknowledge a superior in one whom they had long 
treated as an equal, or even an inferior. His humble origin, 
His position as a carpenter—a trade He had learned among 
them—the absence of anything special in His family, and the 
fact that even they did not acknowledge His claims, were all 
remembered. PerhapR jealousy of Capernaum mingled with 
other thoughts, for He had done miracles there, and none in 
Nazareth. Moreover, if He did not belong to the schools, 
He could not speak or act by inspiration from above, for the 
Rabbis were the teachers appointed by God. 2 He must do 
His miracles, as the Rabbis said, by the help of the devil. 
He could not, they began to thiuk, have come by His know¬ 
ledge and eloquence by fair means, or in the usual way. Ho 
must have unholy aid. 

This was enough to turn the synagogue against Him, and 
His own words intensified the revolution of feeling, and 
brought it to a crisis. He frankly told them that He knew 
they thought “ that before helping them He should help 
Himself, by removing the suspicion and disrespect they grow- 
ingly felt; doing miracles like those of Capernaum, as the only 
w r ay to convince them of His claims! But He would not do 
in Nazareth what He had done there, for He well knew that 
no prophet had any honour in his own country. Had not 
Elijah confined his miraculous power to strangers, and th ey 
heathen, and withdrawn it from Israel ? Their hardness of 
I eart enforced the same on Him, and if Israel, as a whole, 
showed a like spirit, it, also, would see His mighty works 

1 Luke iv. 22. Mark vi. 3. The Proverb, “ Physician heal thyself,” 
was common to Greeks, Romans and Rabbis. 

* Jesus it. Hillrl, p. 17. Hansrath, vol. i. pp. 348,396. Keim , vol. ii* 
pp 123-423. Schenkel , pp. 114. 115. 
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withdrawn, and shown among the heathen.” They could 
stand no more. The whole synagogue rose in commotion, 
and in wild uproar hustled Him towards the steep wall of 
rock 0 hard by, to throw Him from it, headlong. But His 
time was not yet come. A spell cast on the fierce mob 
opened a way for Him, and He passed through them, and 
left the town unhurt. 1 

This disastrous result so far exceeded all previous ex¬ 
perience, that Jesus Himself marvelled at their unbelief. 2 
It even fettered His action, for “ He could do no mighty 
work, save that He laid His hands upon a few sick, and 
healed them.” 3 He exerted His miraculous power only 
towards those in whom He found moral sympathy, however 
imperfect. The human will, mysteriously independent, 
needed to meet His supernatural might, and give it entrance ; 
as if the soul, opposed or indifferent, were wayside soil, on 
which the seeds of physical, as of moral blessing, fell with¬ 
out fruit. 

But though He left Nazareth never to return, He re¬ 
mained in the neighbourhood for a time, preaching in the 
villages of the great plain of Esdraelon, far and near. The 
whole theatre of His activity, however, in this circuit, as in 
previous ones, was limited beyond ordinary conception. 
From north to south, between Chorazin, which lay beyond 
Capernaum and Jezreel in the great plain, was only a dis¬ 
tance of ten hours, and from east to west, from Chorazin to 
Cana, or Nazareth, only six or seven. His whole life was 
spent in a space represented by one or two English counties, 
but the seed sown on this speck of ground is yet to cover 
the earth! 

The Apostles had now passed through a lengthened and 
varied experience, and besides the constant instruction of 
their Master’s words and life, had learned from their own 
hearts how great their moral deficiencies still were. Their 
faint-heartedness, irresolutene6S, and want of faith, were 
evident, and they were thus brought to that modest self- 
distmst which alone could fit them for the heavier duties 
before them. They were now to rise from the position of 
merely dependent followers and scholars,* 1 and become 
co-workers with Jesus, and that not only on the good soil 
already sown, but, also, on the hard trodden paths, the 


1 

2 


Luke iv. 16-30. 
Mark vi. 6. 



!att. xiii. 54-58. Mark vi. 1-6. 

3 Mark vi. 6. 
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stony ground, and that pre-occupied by thorns. In Gadnm 
and Nazareth, they had learned to distinguish the opposite 
aspects of unbelief; in the one, that of common natural 
selfishness and harshness; in the other, that of proud per¬ 
verted fanaticism. After long wanderings and continuous 
trials, the Twelve w’ere now, in their Master's opinion, in a 
measure prepared to work by themselves* in spreading the 
New Kingdom. In spite of the opposition of the interested 
professional classes, the enthusiasm of the people to hear 
the new teaching was unabated. Multitudes followed Jesus 
w T herever He appeared, the synagogues still offered access 
to the whole population each Sabbath, and in all the cities 
and villages of Galilee, the “ Gospel of the Kingdom ” was 
the great topic of conversation. 

The times, moreover, were exciting. The whole conntry 
rang with the story of a massacre of Galiheans by Pilate, ut 
the last Feast of Tabernacles—perhaps at the same tumult 
in which Joseph Barabbas was arrested as a ringleader; to 
be afterwards freed instead of Jesus. 1 Pilate was always 
ready to shed the blood of a people he bated, and the hot¬ 
headed Galilceans, ever ready to take affront at the hated 
infidels, gave him only too many excuses for violence. They 
had a standing grievance in the sacrifices offered daily for 
the Empire and the Emperor, 2 and at the presence of a 
Roman garrison and Roman pickets at the Temple during 
the feasts, to keep the peace, as Turkish soldiers do at this 
day, during Easter, at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 
But Pilate had given special offence, at this time, by appro¬ 
priating part of the treasures of the Temple—derived mainly 
from dues voluntarily paid by all Jews, over the world, and 
amounting to vast sums in the aggregate—to defray the cost , 
of great conduits he had begun for the better supply of Jeru¬ 
salem with water. Stirred up by the priests and Rabbis, 
the people had besieged Pilate’s residence when he came 
up to the city at the feast, and with loud continuous 
cries had demanded that the works be given up. Seditious 
words against himself, the representative of the Emperor, , 
had not been wanting. He had more than once been forced !l 
to yield to such clamour, but this time determined to put it s 
down. Numbers of soldiers, in plain clothes, and armed J 
only with clubs, snrrounded tlie vast mob, and used their p 
cudgels so remorselessly that many, both of the innocent I 

* Evald , vol. ▼. p. 91. Krim, vol. ii. p. 491. • Godtcyn, p. 60. p 
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and guilty, were left dead on the spot. The very precincts 
of the Temple were invaded by the legionaries, and some 
pilgrims who were so poor that they were slaying their own 
sacrifices, were struck down while doing so, their blood 
mingling with that of the beasts they were preparing for the 
priests, 1 and thus polluting the House of God. 1 It was an 
unprecedented outrage, and filled every breast in Judea and 
Galilee with the wildest indignation, though such brawls 
were of frequent occurrence. 2 The excitement had even 
penetrated the palace at Tiberias, and kindled bitter ill- 
feeling in Antipas towards Pilate, for the men slain were 
Galiltean subjects. 

Another misfortune had happened in Jerusalem a short 
time before. A tower, apparently on the top of Ophel, 
near the Fountain of the Virgin, opposite Siloam, had fallen 
—perhaps one of the buildings connected with Pilate’s 
public-spirited steps to bring water to the Holy City—and 
eighteen men had been buried beneath it ; in the opinion of 
the people, as a judgment of God, for their having helped 
the sacrilegious undertaking. 8 

The cry for a national rising to avenge the murdered 
pilgrims rose on every side, but Jesus did not sanction it for 
a moment. He saw the arm of God even in the hated 
Romans and in the fall of the tower, and, instead of re- 
cognisiDg special guilt in the sufferers or joining in a cry for 
insurrection for the crime of Pilate, told His hearers that 
the same horrors were like to fall on the whole nation. 
“ Suppose ye,” He asked, “that these Galilaeans were sinners 
above all the Galilseans, because they have suffered such 
things ? I tell you nay; but, except ye repent, ye shall 
all perish in like manner. Or those eighteen, upon whom 
the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, suppose ye that 
they were sinners above all the men that dwell in Jerusalem P 
I tell you nay ; but, except ye repent, ye will all perish in 
the same manner.” “ Israel,” He added, “ is like a fig-tree, 
planted by a man in his vineyard, which year after year bore 
no fruit. h Wearied by its barrenness, the householder was 
determined to cut it down, and it was now spared at the 
intercession of the vine-dresser, only for another year, to 
give it a last respite. After that, if it still bore no fruit, he 
would cut it down, as merely cumbering the ground. 31 That 

1 Eicald, vol. v. p. 90. Hausrath, vol. i. pp. 303, 339. 

f Ant., xx. 5. 3. Eu-atd, vol. v. p. 90. 3 Luke xiii, 1-9. 
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year of merciful delay was the passing moment of His own 
presence and work among them. The nation had given itself 
up to a wild dream, that would end in its ruin. Led by the 
priests and Rabbis, it trusted that God would appear on 
its behalf, and, by a political revolution, overthrow the hated 
foreign domination. The fruits of repentance and faith, 
which God required, were still wanting. As the vine¬ 
dresser, Jesus had done all possible to win them to a better 
frame. He had warned, besought, counselled; but they 
were wedded to their sins and their sinful pride. His 
peaceful kingdom offered them the only escape from ruin, 
here and hereafter ; but, as a nation, they were more and 
more leaning towards the worldly schemes of their eccle¬ 
siastical leaders, and turned a deaf ear to all proposals of 
spiritual 6elf-reform. Continuance in this course would 
bring the fate of those they now lamented on the whole race. 
If they rejected Him, God would erelong destroy them as a 
people. 0 

There was still another matter agitating all minds, and 
helping to keep up the volcanic excitement of the country. 
John lay a prisoner in the black fortress of Muchaerus, 
almost within sight, and each day men wondered if Antipits 
had yet dared to put him to death. 

Under any circumstances, the crowds following Jesus 
would have touched a heart so tender; but their wild despair 
and religious enthusiasm made the sight of them doubly 
affecting. Might they not be won to the peace and joy of 
the glad tidings ? They seemed to Him, the Good Shepherd, 
like a great flock needing many shepherds, but with none; 
footsore with long travel, wandering they knew not whither, 
with no one to lead them to the still waters and green pas¬ 
tures. “ The harvest,” said He to His disciples, “ is plen¬ 
teous, but the labourers are few ; pray ye, therefore, the 
Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth labourers into 
His harvest.” There were multitudes to be won for the 


New Kingdom—multitudes prepared to hear; for their 
spirits were broken under personal and national sorrow. 
But the number of right teachers was small. k 

He decided, therefore, to delay no longer sending forth the 


Twelve. Calling them together, He told them His purpose, 
and fitted them to carry it out. As a proof of their mission 
from Him, He invested them with authority over spirits, and 
gave them power to heal diseases. They were to confine 
themselves for the present to Jew’ish districts, avoiding 
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Samaritan towns, and not turning their faces to heathen 
parts. Galilee itself was thus virtually their field of labour, 
for idolatry had a footing in every place round it, and 
within a few miles of them lay Gadara, Hippos, Pella, 
Scytbopolis, and even Sepphoris, with heathen worship in 
their midst. Judea and Jerusalem were not to be thought 
of. The simple Galilaeans would be a better beginning for 
the Apostles than the dark bigoted population of the south. 
One day they would be free to visit Samaria, 1 as He Him- 



Jewish hatred by going to either Samaritans or heathen. 
Moreover, their Jewish prejudices unfitted them for a mission 
to any but Jews, for even after this, the first signs of hostility 
made John wish to call down fire from heaven on a Samaritan 
village, and they could not as yet handle aright the many 
questions such a journey would elicit. Besides, Israel must 
have another year in which to bring forth fruit; and withal, 
it was their first independent journey. 2 

The burden of their preaching was to be the repetition of 
that of John, and of the earlier ministry of Jesus Himself. 
“ The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” Like John, they were 
heralds, to prepare the way. They were to “ Heal the sick, 
raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons.” They had 
received their miraculous gifts freely, and must dispense 
them as freely. 1 Their equipment was to be of the simplest, 
for superfluity would - divert the mind from their great object, 
and give extra trouble which would only hinder them on 
their journeys. It became them, also, by their humble guise, 
to disarm the suspicion of worldliness, and to show their im¬ 
plicit trust in God. They were to take no money, not even 
any copper coin, in their girdles, the usual Eastern purse; 
nor a wallet for their food by the way; nor two under gar¬ 
ments, but were to wear only one; nor were they to have 
shoes, which looked like luxury, but only the sandals of the 
common people, and they were to have only one staff. m 
They were to trust to hospitality for food and shelter, as the 
peasants of Palestine often do even now; offering in their 
simplicity a striking contrast to the flowing robes and bright 
colours of the population at large. But they were not to go 
alone. Each must have a companion, to accustom them to 

1 Fnrrer, p. 242. Nork , p. 61. Matt. x. 1-11. Mark vi. 7-13. Luke 

ix. 1-6. 

- Keim, vol. ii. p. 325. Ewald, vol. v. p. 425. 
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brotherly communion, to give counsel and help to each other 
in difficulties, and to cheer each other on the way. We may 
fancy that Peter was sent with Andrew, James with John, 
Philip with Bartholomew, the grave Thomas with the prac¬ 
tical Alatthew, James the Small with Judas the Bmvc-heartod, 
and Simon the Zealot with Judas Iscariot; the brother with 
the brother; the friend with the friend; the zealous with the 
cold. 

No mention ismadeof the synagogues in their instructions; 
it may be because the Apostles were not yet confident enough 
to come forward so publicly. It w r as to be a house to house 
mission. While every traveller, according to the custom of 
the country, greeted his acquaintances with laborious for¬ 
mality, raising the hand from the heart to the forehead, and 
then laying it in the right hand of the person met; bowing 
thrice, or even as many as seven times, according to cir¬ 
cumstances ; they were forbidden to indulge in any greetings 
by the way. Time was too precious, and their mission too 
earnest, for empty courtesies. On entering a town or vil¬ 
lage, they were to make inquiries, and thus avoid seeking 
hospitality from the unw’orthy ; but having once become 
guests, they were to stay in the same family till they left 
the place. They were to enter the dwelling which heartily 
welcomed them, with a prayer for its peace." Any house or 
city, however, that refused to receive them, was to be treated 
openly ns heathen, by shaking off its dust from their feet ns 
they left it.° But woe to such as brought down this wruth ; 
it would be better at the lust day for Sodom nnd Gomorrah 
than for the Galihean village, in such a case! 

To these directions for the w*ay, Jesus added warnings that 
might have well filled with dismay men less devoted. He 
predicted for them only persecution and universal hatred, 
jails, public whipping, and even death, but cheered them by 
the promise that their brave and faithful confession of faith 
in Him, before governors and kings, would serve His cause, 
and that endurance to the end would secure their eternal 
salvation. They would he like helpless sheep in the midst 
of treacherous wolves. 1 Even their work would be different 
from what they might expect. To-day it was an olive- 
branch ; to-morrow it would be a sword. Instead of peace, 
it would divide households and communities, and turn the 
closest relations into deadly enemies.* They would need to 

1 Trirtram , p. 163. Newman’s Select Sermon*, p. 203. 
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labour diligently, for before they had gone over all the towns 
of Israel, He Himself would come to their aid as the risen 
and glorified Messiah. They might expect slander, for He 
Himself had been charged with being in league with the 
devil, and they could not hope to fare better. 1 They were, 
however, to be stout of heart, for the Providence that watches 
the birds of the air would keep them safe.* 1 He had nothing 
to offer in this world, but if they confessed Him here He 
would confess them, in the great day, before His Father. If, 
on the other hand, they denied Him, He would, on that day, 
deny them. He frankly demanded a loyalty so supreme and 
undivided, that the most sacred claims of blood were to be 
subordinated to it. Instead of receiving honours, He told 
them that they might expect to be crucified, as He would 
be.' To save this life by denying Him would be to lose the 
life to come; but to lose it by fidelity to Him, was to find 
life eternal. 3 Amidst all this dark anticipation, they need 
not fear for their bodily wants, for the greater the danger 
braved, the greater would be the reward in His kingdom, 
to those who showed them favour, 4 and this would always 
secure them friends. 

Such an address, under such circumstances, was assuredly 
never given before or since. To propose to found a kingdom 
by the services of men, who, as their reward, would meet 
only shame, torture, and death; to claim from them an 
absolute devotion, from mere personal reverence and love, 
with no prospects of reward except those of another world; 
and despite of the opposition of all the authority of the day, 
to launch an enterprise, thus supported only by moral in¬ 
fluences, simply that men might be won to righteousness by 
the display of pure, unselfish devotion to their good, astounds 
us by the sublime grandeur of the conception. 

No details are given of the mission, except that the Twelve 
went on a lengthened circuit through the towns and villages 
of Galilee, preaching the need of repentance, and the glad 
tidings of the New Kingdom ; 5 and that their ministry was 
accompanied by miraculous works of mercy—the casting out 
devils, and the anointing with oil many sick, and healing 
them—which were themselves proofs of their higher success, 
since such wonders were, doubtless, as in the case of their 
Master, wrought only when there was a measure of faith/ 

1 Gfrorer, vol. i. pp. 381, 389. 2 Godicyn , p. 200. 

3 Schleiermacher’s Predigten, vol. i. p. 278. * Nork, p. 66. 

* Mark vi. 12. Luke ix. 6. 
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How long this mission lasted is uncertain. It may havo 

embraced weeks, or have extended over months, tliomrh, as 

9 _ 1 

the first jonmey of the Twelve, alone, it is not likely to have 
been very protracted. The success must have been unusual, 
for, as they appeared, two by two, in the villages of Galilee, 
the name of Jesus was on every tongue, and penetrated even 
the gilded saloons of the hated Roman palace of Antipas, 
at Tiberias. Jesns, Himself, had not been idle while His 
followers were away, for their departure was the signal for 
a new, solitary journey, to preach and teach in the various 
cities . 1 His name was thus spread abroad everywhere, and 
His claims and character discussed by all. He had been 
nearly two years before the world, and had steadily risen 
in popular favour, in spite of the hierarchical party. His 
claims had become the engrossing topic of the day. Hitherto 
the most opposite views perplexed all alike. More than 
all men, Antipas felt his eyes irresistibly fixed on Him, for 
his conscience was ill at ease. He had at last pnt John to 
death, and, true to his superstitions and weak nature, con¬ 
cluded that Jesus was no other than the murdered Baptist 
risen from the dead, clothed with the awful powers of 
the invisible world. Since that dear head had fallen, the 
weak and crafty worldling had hoped for peace and security, 
hut an awful echo of the voice he had silenced sounded 
louder and more terrible, from the lips of Jesus, at hisjrery 
doors. He was now again in Tiberias, and the wide disper¬ 
sion of a whole hand of preachers of the same apparently 
revolutionary kingdom, in his immediate territory, seemed 
a designed defiance of his violence at Macliacrus, and its 
connterstroke. It was certain that, when he gained courage 
enough, he would try to repeat the murder of the first pro¬ 
phet by that of the second. Suspicion and crafty foresight 
were his characteristics. Jesus readily, however, learned all 
that passed respecting Himself in the palace, for He had 
followers in it, such as Johanna, the wife of Chuza, and 
Menaliem, the foster-brother of the tetrarch, and He was on 
His guard. 

While Antipas thus interpreted the rumours respecting 
Jesus, others formed an opinion hardly more acute or 
thoughtful, who took Him for a second Elijah. John and 
that prophet, in their whole spirit and work, were men de¬ 
voted to the traditional outward theocracy: men who looked 


1 Matt. xi. 1: xiv. 1, 2, 6-12. Mark vi. 14-lfi, 21-29. Luke ix. 7-9. 
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to the past. Jesus, on the other hand, had proclaimed, even 
in His consecration-sermon on the mount, that He de¬ 
voted His life to the founding a New Covenant. Their 
opinion was nearer the truth who believed Him a prophet, 
though distance threw a mysterious glory round the pro¬ 
phets of the past, which they failed to realize of one in their 
midst. 

The news of the death of John seems to have reached 
Jesus about the same time as the Apostles returned, and, 
must have seemed the prediction of His own fate. The pro¬ 
spect of the cross had been before His mind from the first, 
for even at the Jordan He had been announced as the Lamb 


of God. The Sermon on the Mount had struck the key-note 
of self-sacrifice, and He had once and again foretold, more 
or less clearly, that He knew His path would be towards a 
violent death. It was inevitable that one whom the interest, 
the pride, and the reputation of the existing ecclesiastical 
authorities combined to proscribe, must fall before their 
hostility. Even the prophets, as a rule, had suffered violent 
deaths, though their protest against the corruption of their 
day involved no condemnation of the religious economy of 
the nation. But He had committed Himself deliberately to 
principles fatal to the theocracy; for He had violated tra¬ 
dition, He had eaten with publicans, and He had denounced 
the leaders of the people as hypocrites, blind, and wicked. 
It was a life and death matter for the hierarchical party to 
try to quench in His own blood the fire He- had kindled. 

The meeting with the Apostles was perhaps pre-arranged, 
and Jesus returned to the neighbourhood of Capernaum, or, 
perhaps, of Tiberias , 1 to effect it. He had been away for a 
length of time, and His absence had evidently been deeply 
felt, for multitudes at once gathered round Him again, as 
soon as He re-appeared. Every village, far and near, poured 
out its population to hear Him once more, and the throng 
was increased by the countless passing bands of pilgrims to 
the Feast at Jerusalem, for Passover was near at hand . 2 He 
needed rest, and there was much to hear from the Twelve, 
but it was impossible to have either the rest or the quiet 
intercourse amidst such crowds. They had no leisure even 
to eat . 3 It was, moreover, no longer safe for Him to be in 
the territories of Antipas . 4 Taking the Twelve with Him, 


1 John vi. 23. 3 John vi. 4. 8 Mark vi. 31. 

4 Matt. xiv. 13-21. Mark vi. 30-44. Luke ix. 10-17. 
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therefore, He crossed over to the tctrarchy of Philip, at tho 
head of the lake, going by water, and landing at the plain of 
Batiha, under the shadow of Bethsaida, or Julias, where Ho 
could hope for privacy, and secure a safe retreat in the quiet 
glens, with their rich green slopes, passing gmdnally into 
the marshes round the entrauce of the Jordan into the 
lake . 1 

But it was vain to hope for escape. Some had seen Him 
put off, and watched the direction of the boat till they saw 
that He was making for Batiha, which was known as one of 
His resorts. It was only six miles across the water from 
Capernaum. The news soon spread, and crowds of those 
most anxious to see and hear Him set out by land for the 
spot. The distance was farther than by water, but they 
ran afoot, out of all the villages, and were waiting for Him 
when He arrived. He had come for rest, but it was denied 
Him now as at other times. Looking up as the boat touched 
the shore, the slopes were alive with multitudes, who showed 
by their very presence, that they felt themselves like sheep 
without a shepherd. The evil times, the restless uncn.sino.ss 
of all, the high religious excitement, the darkness of their 
spiritual condition, and the deep misery of their national 
prospects, combined to touch His soul with pity. They had 
brought all the sick who could be carried, or who could 
come, and as He passed through the crowds He healed them 
by a word or touch. They had greater wants, however, than 
bodily healing, and He could not let them go away mi* 
comforted. Ascending tho hill-side, and gathering the vast 
throng before Him, He “ spake unto them of the kingdom 
of God, and taught them many things.” 

The day was spent in this arduous labour, but tho pcoplo 
still lingered. They had been fed with the bread of truth, 
and seemed indifFerent, for the time, to anything besides. 
Poor shepherdless sheep ; it was His delight, as the Good 
Shepherd, to lead them to rich pastures, and ns they sat and 
stood round Him, they forgot their bodily wants in the 
beauty and power of His words. 

It was now towards evening, and the company showed no 
signs of dispersing . 2 Food could not be had in that lonely 
place, and the Twelve, afraid on this and perhaps other 
grounds, anxiously urged Jesus to send them away, that 
they might buy bread in tho country round. To thoir as* 


1 Land and Hook , p. 372. 
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tonishment, however, He told them that the crowd must be 
fed ; it would never do to dismiss them hungry ; they might 
faint by the way. No more impossible a request could have 
been made. Between thirty and forty pounds’ worth of 
bread, at the value of money in those days, would be needed 
to erive each even an insufficient share . 18 The Apostles could 
not understand Him. Andrew, perhaps the provider tor 
the band, could only demonstrate their helplessness by say¬ 
ing that the lad in attendance on them had no more than 

o 

five loaves of common barley bread—the food of the poor—- 
aud two small fishes, but what, he added, were they among 

so manv ? 

%/ 

“Make the men sit down,” said Jesus. It was in Nisan, 

“the month of flowers,” and the slopes were rich with the 
soft green of the spring grass—that simplest and most 
touching- lesson of the care of God for all nature. The 

O 

Twelve presently divided the vast multitude into companies 
of fifties and hundreds, reminding St. Peter, long after, from 
the bright colours of their Eastern dresses, of the flower¬ 
beds of a great garden.* 

This done, like the great Father of the far-stretching 
household, Jesus took the bread and the fishes, and looking 
up to Heaven, invoked the blessing of God on their use, u and 
giving thanks for them,- as was customary before all meals, 
proceeded to hand portions to the disciples, who, in turn, 
gave them to the crowd. Elisha 3 had once fed a hundred 
men with twenty loaves, and increased the oil in the widow’s 
cruse, and Elijah had made the meal and the oil of the 
widow of Sarepta endure till the Lord sent rain on the earth. 
But Christ, from five loaves and two small fishes, not only 
satisfied the hunger of five thousand men, besides women 
and children , 4 but did it so royally that the fragments that 
remained were enough to fill twelve of the little baskets in 
which Passover pilgrims and other Jews were wont to carry 
their provisions for the way. x More was left than there had 
been at first! 

Jesus had thus supplied the wants of the needy, in a way 
the full significance of which was as yet far beyond what the 
disciples either understood or dreamed, for He had shown 
how there dwelt in Him a virtue sufficient to meet all higher 
wants, as well as the lower, so that none who believed in 

1 John vi. 7. 2 Luke xii. 16. John vi. 11. 

3 2 Kings iv. 42. * Matt. xiv. 21. 
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Him would ever have either hunger or thirst of soul any 
longer, but would find in Him their all . 1 Had they known 
it, He had shown them that He Himself was the Bread of 
Life, that came down from Heaven . 2 But they at least 
knew how much they came short of a lofty faith, which, in 
loving trust, despairs least when the need is greatest, and 
in the strength of which all is doubled by joyful imparting, 
while abundance remains instead of want . 3 

The effect on the multitude was in keeping with the idejus 
of the time. Murmurs ran through the excited throng, that 
Jesus must be the expected prophet—the Messiah. Like 
Moses, He had fed Israel by a miracle, in the wilderness, 
which the Rabbis said the Messiah would do. Surely He 
would manifest Himself now, if they put Him at their head ? 
They had no higher idea of the Messianic kingdom than 
the outward and political, and would hasten its advent by 
forcing Him, if possible, to proclaim Himself King, and 
thus open the longed-for war with the hated Romans, in 
which God would appear on their behalf. 

Material power, not moral preparation, was the national 
conception of the path to the Messianic triumph. The 
Rabbis and the people had decided for themselves the way 
in which the salvation of Israel was to show itself, but be¬ 
tween their views and those of Jesus there was a great gulf 
He would not use force, and they were bent on it. His 
refusal to carry out their plan made opposition inevitable, 
and it necessarily grew deeper each day as that refusal 
became more clearly final. 

While visions of national splendour dazzled the thoughts 
of His countrymen, the ideal of greatness for Himself and 
them lay, with Jesus, in humiliation. His path was in the 
lowly valleys, not on the high places of the earth. He 
aimed only to find the humble and needy, to seek the lost, 
to serve rather than to be served. Hiding His glory in out¬ 
ward lowliness, and never seeking honour from men, He 
had, throughout, identified His will with that of God, with a 
self-restraint which showed the grandest force of will. The 
outward and material were indifferent to Him, nnd utterly 
opposed to the Divine purpose, if made an aim in connection 
with His work. The reign of God in His own soul was the 
perfect realization of the only kingdom He sought to found 

* John vi. 35. » Ibid. 41, 48. 

* Evald, vol. v. p. 411. 
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in the souls of men at large, and it had nothing in common 
with the vulgar parade of an earthly royalty . 1 
A.s soon, therefore, as He perceived the 


design of 


the 

crowd to force Him to act as their leader, and to instal Him 
at Jerusalem at the head of a national insurrection, He 
hurriedlv left them, and went into the bosom of the hills, 

i' * 

bevond their reach. JBut His having declined to be led by 
them to the throne of David, in their way, was, in reality, 
a step towards the Cross. The very proposal was a fore¬ 
shadowing of His final rejection and violent death. The 
solitude of the mountains was His fittest retreat, to strengthen 
Himself against this new assault of the temptation He had 
so often repelled, and to gird up His soul for the trials that 

lay in His path. 

At the first signs of tumult among the people, He had sent 
off the Twelve to cross the lake again at once, to the Beth- 


It was the last watch of the night 

o 


saida near Capernaum , 2 while He dismissed the multitudes. 
They had waited for Him till night fell, but, at last, as He 
did not come, they set off without Him. As they rowed, 
however, a sudden squall, blowing every way, struck down 
on the lake from the hills around, and caught their boat. 

—between three and six 
o'clock in the wild morning, and the weary boatmen had 
been toiling at their oars through the long night, but though 
the whole distance to be rowed was only six miles, a third 
of the way was still before them. Jesus was not with them 
to still the wind, and their own strength and skill had availed 
little. But suddenly, close to the boat, they saw through 
the gleam of the water and the broken light of the stars, a 
human form walking on the sea. The sight, which would 
have troubled men less superstitious than simple fishermen, 
made them cry out in their terror. But it was only momen¬ 
tary, for close at hand, so that it was heard above the wind 
and the waves, came the words, “ Be of good cheer ; it is I : 
be not afraid,” in a voice which they knew was that of Jesus. 
Always impulsive, the warm-hearted Peter could not wait 
till the Deliverer came among them. “ Would not his Master 
suffer him to come to Him on the water? ” Then followed 
that touching incident which has supplied a lesson for all 
ages ; the safe footing on the waves while the Apostle kept 
His eyes fixed on his Lord, and the instant sinking when His 


1 Ullmann, p. 45. 

3 Matt. xiv. 22-33. John vi. 15-21. Mark vi. 45-52. 
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faith gave way—an image of His whole nature, and of all 
his future life. But the saving hand was near, and with the 
gentle rebuke, “ 0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou 
doubt? ” they were in the boat, and as they entered, the wind 
ceased, so that, presently, with easy sweeps, their oars earned 
them to the shore. 

Like the mass of men, the Twelve were slow at reasoning, 
or applying broadly the plainest lesson. Had they realized 
the greatness of the miracle they had seen the day before, 
even the walking on the sea, and the calming of the wind, 
would have seemed only what they might have expected. 
But their minds were dull and unreflecting, and their amaze¬ 
ment knew no bounds. 7 It is the characteristic of the un¬ 
educated, that they think without continuity, and forthwith 
relapse into stolid listlessness after the strongest excitement. 
The miracle of the loaves had ceased to be a wonder, for it, 
was some hours old. But this new illustration of the super¬ 
human power of their Master was so transcendent, that their 
wonder passed into worship. The impression, like many 
before, might soon lose its force; but for the moment they 
were so awed that, approaching Him, they kneeled in lowliest 
reverence, and, through Peter, ever their spokesman, paid 
Him homage in words then first heard from human lips— 
“ Of a truth Thou art the Son of God.” 



CHAPTER XLIV. 


THE TURN OF THE DAY. 

**■ 

W HEN day broke on the scene of the miraculous meal 

of the evening before, a number who had slept in the 
open air, through the warm spring night, still remained on 
the spot. They had noticed that Jesus did not cross with 
the Twelve, and fancied that He was still on their side of 
the lake. Meanwhile, a number of the boats which usually 
carried over wood or other commodities, from these eastern 
districts, had come from Tiberias ; blown roughly on their 
way by the same wind that had been against the disciples. 
In these, many, finding that Jesus had left the neighbour¬ 
hood, took passage, and came to Capernaum, seeking for 
Him . 1 It was one of the days of synagogue worship— 
Monday or Thursday—and they met Him on His way to 
the synagogue, to which they, forthwith, eagerly pressed . 2 
Excitement was at its height. News of His arrival had 
spread far and near, and His way was hindered by crowds, 
who had, as usual, brought their sick to the streets through 
which He was passing, in hope of His healing them. 

The incidents of the preceding day might well have raised 
desires for the higher spiritual food which even the Rabbis 
taught them to expect from the Messiah. But they felt 
nothing higher than vulgar wonder, and came after Jesus in 
hopes of further advantages of the same kind, and, above all, 
that they would still find in Him a second Judas the Gaulon- 
ite, to lead them against the Romans. A few, doubtless, had 
worthier thoughts ; but, with the mass, the Messiah’s earthly 
kingdom was to be as gross as Mahomet’s paradise. They 
were to be gathered together into the garden of Eden, to eat 
and drink, and satisfy themselves all their days, with houses 
of precious stones, beds of silk, and rivers flowing with wine 

1 John vi. 22—vii. 1. 

3 John vi. 59. Matt. xiv. 34-36. Mark vi. 53-56. 
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and spicy oil. 1 It was that He might gain this for them 
that they had wished to set Him up as king. 

Feeling how utterly He and they were at variance, Jesus 
resolved to enter into no irrelevant conversation with them, 
and waiving aside a question as to His crossing the lake, at 
onco pointed out their misapprehension respecting Himself, 
and urged them not to set their hearts on the perishable food 
of the body, but to seek earnestly for that food of the soul 
which secures eternal life. So long as they did not crave 
this beyond all things else, they missed tlieir highest advan¬ 
tage. As the Son of man—the Messiah-—accredited from 
God the Father by His wondrous works,- He was appointed 
to give them this heavenly food, and would do so if they 
showed a sincere desire for it by becoming His disciples. 3 

The Rabbis were accustomed to teach by metaphors, and 
the people saw at once that He alluded to some religious 
duty. What it was, however, they did not understand, but 
fancied He referred to some special works appointed by 
God. 4 * As Jews, they had been painfully keeping all the 
Rabbinical precepts, to secure so much the richer an inheri¬ 
tance under the Messiah. Yet, if Jesus had some additinal 
injunctions, they were willing to add them to the rest, that 
they might still further strengthen their claim for favour in 
the New Kingdom of God. 6 But, instead of multiplied 
observances, He startled them by announcing that citizen¬ 
ship in the New Theocracy required no more than their 
believing in Him. as sent from the Father. In this lay all, 
for the manifold “ works of God *’ would spring naturally 
from it. 6 

Those of the crowd around who had not seen the miracle 
of the previous day had, doubtless, ere this, heaivl of it. It 
had been an amazing proof of supernatural power, but their 
craving for wonders demanded something still more astound¬ 
ing, as a justification of Christ's claim to be “ the Sent of the 
Father.” A voice,' perhaps that of some open opponent—for 
the Rabbis had taken care to be present—therefore broke in, 
apparently half mocking, with the question, “ What ‘ sign * 
He had to show, that they might see it, and believe Him ? 
Moses proved his authority by stupendous ‘ signs.’ What 

1 Lightfoot, Hot. Ileb ., vol. iii. p. 304. 

* John ▼. 30. • John vi. 28. 4 Ibid. 

* Luthardt , vol. ii. p. 62. • Luckt, vol. ii. p. 76. 

7 “ The Jews *’ is the expression used by John for Christ's opponents. 
It is employed here. 
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6iiru worthy the name do you show, to prove your right to 
introduce new laws, in addition to his, or in their room ? 
Our fathers ate manna in the wilderness, as it is written. ‘ He 
gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ 1 What voucher as 
great as this do you offer? ” 

The miracle of the manna had become a subject of the 
proudest remembrances and fondest legends of the nation. 
*'• God,” says the Talmud, “ made manna to descend for them, 
in which were all manner of tastes. Every Israelite found 
in it what best pleased him. The young tasted bread, the 
old honey, and the children oil.” 3 It had even become a 
fixed belief that the Messiah, when He came, would sig¬ 
nalize His advent by a repetition of this stupendous wonder. 
“As the first Saviour—the deliverer from Egyptian bond¬ 
age,” said the Rabbis, “ caused manna to fall for Israel from 
heaven, so the second Savionr—the Messiah—will also cause 
manna to descend for them once more, for it is written, 3 
‘ There will be abundance of corn in the land.’ ” 4 Moses 
had gradually been half deified. It was taught that God 
counted him of as much value as all Israel. 5 Most believed 
that he was five grades in knowledge above all creatures, even 

O O ' 

angels. The lower part of his body was human ; the upper 
divine. On his entrance to paradise, God left the upper 
heavens and came to him, and the angels also came and 
ministered to him, and sang hymns before him. Even the 
sun, the moon, and the stars came, and craved liberty from 
him to shine on the world, which they could not have done 
had he refused. 

It was thus only an expression of the public feeling of the 
day when Jesus was asked to repeat the descent of manna— 
the greatest of the miracles of Moses. It is in human nature, 
but above all, in Eastern human nature, to associate high 
office and dignity with display and outward circumstance, and 
hence what must have been the popular expectations of exter¬ 
nal grandeur and majesty in the Messiah, when they saw a 
demigod in Moses, whom he was to resemble ? No demand 
for overpowering “ signs ” of the Divine approval of a claim 
to be the Messiah could, in this point of view, be too great, 
from One whose outward appearance, and whole life, in other 
respects, so entirely contradicted the general Messianic 

anticipations. 

1 Exod. xvi. 4. * Lightfoot, Hor. Heb ., vol. iii. p. 304. 

3 Ps. lxxii. 16. 4 Nork , p. 174. 6 Gfrorer, vol. i. pp. 217-220, 
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But Jesus, at all times resolute in withholding miraculous 
action for any personal end, had no thought of satisfying 
their craving for wonders. “Moses indeed,” said He, “gave 
you manna, but it was not the true Bread of Heaven.” 
He wished to draw them from the merely outward miracle to 
that far higher marvel, even then enacting before their eyes, 
the free offer of the true Bread of Heaven, 1 in the offer of 
Himself as their Saviour. The manna, He implied, could 
only by a figure be called bread of heaven, for it was 
material and perishable, and the heaven from which it fell 
was only the visible sky, not that in which God dwells. 
Moses gave what was called by a figure, “ Broad of Heaven,” 
bnt the tru h Bread of Heaven only His Father could give, 
and He was giving it now. That alone can be the true Bread 
of God, which comes b down from the highest heaven—He 
might have said, from the pure heaven of His own soul— 
and gives life to the world ; for with Jesus, those who had 
not this bread were spiritually dead. 3 

“ Master,” cried many voices, “ give us this bread hence¬ 
forth, for life.” Like Ponce de Leon, with the spring of 
Unfading Youth, in Florida, 3 they thought that the new gift 
would literally make them immortal, and eagerly clamoured 
to have a boon so far in advance of the mere barley loaves of 
the day before. 

“ I am the Bread of Life,” replied Jesus ; in a moment i 
scattering to the winds their visions of material plenty and I 
endless natural life. Then, explaining Himself, He added, 

“ He that comes to me shall never hunger, and he that 
believes on me shall never thirst. But, as I said a moment I 
ago, 4 yon have not only heard of me, but have also Been ( 
me, and been eye-witnesses of my deeds as the Messiah, and j 
yet yon do not believe. All whom the Father gives me will jl 
come to me. You may resist my invitations or yield, 5 but i, 
he who resists is not given me by my Father. Believe mejj 
no hungering and thirsting soul that comes to me will I castt 
out of my Kingdom when it is erected. How could I, in-r 
deed, when I have come down from heaven, not to act on i 
my own human will, but only to carry out the will of myli 
Father in Heaven, which is, in this matter, that of all whomtr 
He has given me—not Jews alone, bnt all, without ex-k 

1 Liieke , vol. ii. p. 76. 8 John vi. 36, 39, 40. I 

* Bancroft’s United States, vol. i. p. 23. I 

* Verse 29. 6 John v. 40 ; iii. 19 ; i. 11. Matt, xxiii. 37. f,' 
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ception—I should lose none, but should raise them up at the 
last day ; or, in other words, should give them eternal life.” 

These words, spoken in the synagogue at Capernaum, 1 
created a great sensation. The congregation, comprising 
some Rabbis and other enemies, had, from time to time, 
in Jewish fashion, freely expressed their feelings, and had 
taken such offence at His claim to be the Bread that camo 
down from heaven, that their whispers and murmurs now 
ran through the whole building. “ How can He say He 
has come down from heaven ? We know His father and 
mother. He is from Naz'areth, and would have us believe 
He is from God above. He is mad. He has a devil. When 


the Messiah comes, no one will know whence He is. 


> J 


li Do not murmur 


“ Natural sense 


among 


yourselves, 


1 > 


said Jesus. 


is worth nothing 


in this matter; it will 


never help yon to understand how I am the True Bread 
come down from heaven. If yon wish to know how I can 
say so, you must submit yourselves to the teaching and influ¬ 
ence of God: must hear and learn what God says, for He 
tells us in the prophets—‘ They shall be all taught of God.’ 3 
Only those thus taught come to me or believe in me. The 
yielding your souls to God and your rising thus to com¬ 
munion with Him by spiritual oneness, can alone lead to the 
faith that recognises the truth respecting me.” 

“ Perhaps you think,” He continued, to paraphrase His 
words, “ that to hear and learn of God, you must yourselves 


see Him, or commune directly with Him! 
greatly err. To see God immediately, face to face, is given 
to no mortal man, but only to Him who is from God. No 
one but His only-begotten Son, who was in heaven and has 
come down thence, has seen, and now sees, the Bather, and 
reveals Him to man. Him, therefore, the Son—that is, Me— 
must you hear ; from Me must you learn, if you would hear 
and learn from God. 4 Amen, amen, I say to you, He that 
believes on me as, thus, the ‘ Word ’ and Revealer of the 


If so, you 


Father, has everlasting life. I myself am, as such, that 
Bread of Life of which I have spoken. Your forefathers 
ate the manna which Moses gave in the wilderness, and 
died; but it is the grand virtue of the true Bread of Heaven, 
that if a man eat of it—that is, if he receive my words into 
his soul—he shall not die, but shall have everlasting life.” 


1 John vi. 59. 

3 Isaiah liv. 13. 


John vii. 27. Heb. vii. 3. See vol. i. pp. 76,140, 563. 

* John viii. 47 ; xiv. 9 ; vi. 47. 




THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 



“ I am not only the Life-giving Bread,” He added, “ but 
the Living Bread, and as all that is living communicates life, 
so whoever eats this true Bread of Heaven, that is, who¬ 
ever believes in me, shall live for ever. As the Living 
Bread I will give myself—my flesh—that is, my life—for 
the life of the world.” 

He pointed thus—in language which His hearers could 
have readily understood, had their minds not been blinded 
by opposite preconceptions—to His death as the “ Lamb of 
God,” for mankind. This, He implied, must above all l>e 
received, to secure everlasting life, for so, only, could Ilia 
claims and authority be felt. He would give His life for the 
spiritual life of men, as bread is given for their bodily life ; 
the one to be taken by the soul, the other by the body. 

The idea of eating, as a metaphor for receiving spiritual 
benefit, was familiar to Christ’s hearers, and was as readily 
understood as our expressions of “ devouring a book,” or 
“ drinking in ” instruction. In Isaiah iii. 1, the words “ the 
whole stay of bread,” were explained by the Rabbis as re¬ 
ferring to their own teaching, 1 and they laid it down as a 
rule, that wherever, in Ecclesiastes, allusion was made to 
food or drink, it meant study of the Law, and the practice of 
good works. 3 It was a saying among them—“ In the time 
of the Messiah the Israelites will be fed by Him.” 3 Nothing 
was more common in the schools and synagogues than the 
phrases of eating and drinking, in a metaphorical sense. 
“Messiah is not likely to come to Israel,” said Hillel, “ for 
they have already eaten Him”—that is, greedily received His 
words 4 —“in the days of Hezekiah.” A current conven¬ 
tionalism in the synagogues was that the just would “ eat tho 
Shechinah.” It was peculiar to the Jews to be taught in 
such metaphorical language. Their Rabbis never spoke in 
plain words, and it is expressly said that Jesus submitted to 
the popular taste, for “ without a parable spake He not unto 
them.” 5 

But nothing blinds the mind so much as preconceived 
ideas; and dreams of national glory had so inseparably 
associated themselves with their conception of the Messiah, 
that a figure, which in other cases would have created no 
difficulty, led to violent discussion, some contending for the 

* Chagiga, fol. 14. 1. * Midrash, Kohfleth . fol. 88, c. 4. 

• Sanhedrim , fol. 98, c. 2. 4 Ligbtfoot, Hot. Heh., vol. iii. p. 309, 

This Hillel was not the great contemporary of Christ, but lived later. 

4 Mark t. 31. 
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literal sense, which they held as a self-contradiction, others 
favouring a metaphorical explanation. 0 

Instead, however, of answering the eager questions which 
now rose, how this could be, Jesus—resolved to break finally 
with the gross outward ideas of His kingdom which pre- 
vailed—proceeded to carry out the paradox further, by 
adding that they must not only eat His flesh, but drink His 
blood—thus intimating still more clearly His violent death 
and its mysterious virtue for the salvation of mankind, as 
He was hereafter to do still more vividly by the abiding 
symbols of the Last Supper. On no other condition than 
bv making the lessons and merits of that death their own, 
could they have eternal life, or be raised up at the last day. 
Without this they were spiritually dead. His flesh and 
blood were true spiritual food ; the heavenly bread of the 
soul, the nourishment of the Divine life within. The hearty 
recognition and reception of this great truth ■would create an 

communion between Him and those 
who thus, as it were, fed on Him as their inner life. Living 
in Him, He would live and reign in them. Nay, as a further 
result of this intimate spiritual union, this oneness of will 
and heart with Him, Divine life would go forth from Him to 
those in whom He found it as it came forth to Himself from 


abidinsr and intimate 

o 


the Father, 


Then, with a repetition of the original 


of His being the Bread 


figure 

that came down from heaven—not 
the manna, of which those w T ho ate were long since dead, but 
the bread, to eat which gave eternal life—He closed His 
address. 

The Baptist had spoken of the fan in the hand of his great 
successor : this discourse was the realization of the figure. 
Those who had hoped to find a popular political leader in Christ 
saw their dreams melt away ; those who had no true sympathy 
for His life and words had an excuse for leaving Him. None 
but those bound to Him by sincere loyalty and devotion 
had any longer a motive for following Him. Fierce pa¬ 
triotism burning for insurrection, mean self-interest seeking 
worldly advantage, and vulgar curiosity craving excitement, 
were equally disappointed. It was the first vivigL instance 

the offence of the Cross ”—henceforth to become the 


of 


special stumbling-block of the nation. 1 The wishes and 
hopes of the crowds who had called themselves disciples had 
proved self-deceptions. They expected from the Messiah 


1 1 Cor. 1 23. Gal. v. 11. 
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quite other favours than the identity of spiritual nature 
symbolized by eating His flesh and drinking His bloou. 
The violent death implied in the metaphor was in direct 
contradiction to all their ideas. A lowly and suffering 
Messiah thus unmistakably set before them was revolting to 
their national pride and gross material tastes. “ We have 
heard out of the Law,” said some, a little later, “ that the 
Christ abideth for ever, and how sayest thou, the Son of man 
must be ‘ lifted up,’ 1 —that is crucified ! ” “ That be far 

from Thee, Lord; this shall not be unto Thee,” said even 
Peter, almost at the last, when he heard of the Cross, so near 
at hand, from his Master’s lips. 2 The Messiah of popular 
conception would use force to establish His kingdom, but 
Jesus, while claiming the Messiahship, spoke only of self- 
sacrifice. Outward glory and material wealth were the 
national dream; He spoke only of inward purity. If He* 
would not help them with His Almighty power, to get Judea 
for the nation, they would not have Him. Their idea of tlu* 
kingdom of God was the exact opposite of His. 

The discourse had been interrupted in its progress, and 
now at its close, the murmuring and whispering grew more 
earnest than ever. “ This is a hard saying,” was the general 
feeling, “ who can bear it ? ” “ No one could submit to such 

self-denial,” said one. “ I don’t understand it,” said nnothor. 

Blasphemy,” said a third. “ He claims to be God.” “ He 
is not the Messiah for me,” said a fourth. 4 Jesus, now on 
His way out of the synagogue, noticed all. “ Does wliat I 
Jiave said offend you ? ” said He. “ If, now, while I urn with 
you, you think my words hard and stumble at them, wlmt 
will you say when I tell you that when I have returned to 
heaven, whence I came, you will still have to eat my flesh 


and drink my blood, if you would become partakers of 
eternal life ? Do you not see from this that I speak in meta¬ 
phor, and that you are not to take my words literally, but 
in their spirit and inner meaning ? It is not my flesh you 
are to eat, but my words, which you have just heard. These 
vou must receive into your hearts, and they will quicken 
you into spiritual life, for they are spirit and life. If you 
do not believe on me as the true Messiah, by His death the 
life of the world; but expect only a national salvation front 


my visible bodily presence, as one who will live on earth for 
evor, and reign in deathless splendour, you must find what 


* John xii. 34. 


* Matt. xvi. 32. 
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I have said, an offence. But he who desires from me, as the 
Messiah, only the hidden life of the soul, its renewal in the 
holy image of God, and His reign within, will find no offence 
in any of my words. The truths I have told "you are spirit 
and life, and quicken the soul that receives them into a 
heavenly life, as bread quickens the body. My mere outward 
natural life, as such, profits you nothing. If my words have 
been hard to any, it is because they do not believe in me, for 
only the believing heart can realize their truth.” 

In the Sermon on the Mount, which inaugurated His 
public ministry, Jesus had contrasted the theocratic forms of 
pupilage and the letter, w r ith the law of the Hew Kingdom; a 
law of the spirit and of liberty. In this address to the people 
He contrasted with the theocratic life in its mere outward¬ 


ness and its slavery to forms, the new life from God which 
He made known a life kindled and maintained by the 


Spirit from above, the gift of the Heavenly Father. The 
dead letter, the outward material flesh, He told them, 


profited nothing ; the form, the rite, the dogma, the institu¬ 
tion, however venerable in itself—even His own flesh, as the 


symbol of mere material life—had no magic virtue. Only the 
inward essence, the truth embodied, the living principle, the 
quickening spirit received into the heart, availed with God, 
or sustained the heavenly life in the soul. The lifegiving 


Spirit, as it flows from the infinite fulness of God, and repro¬ 
duces itself in the heart, was the true manna of humanity in 


the wilderness of the world. 


The false enthusiasm which had hitherto gathered the 
masses round Jesus was henceforth at an end, now that 
their worldly hopes of Him as the Messiah were exploded. 
His discourse had finallv undeceived them. He was found- 
ing a mysterious spiritual kingdom; they only cared for a 
kingdom of this world. It became for the first time clear 


that no worldly rewards or honours were to be had by 

|/ t- 


following Him, but only spiritual gifts and benefits, for 


which most of them cared nothing. They wanted to see 
wonders, to eat bread from heaven that would protect them 
from dying, and to get places and wealth in the new kingdom 

set up. T 

miracle-worker than a spiritual Saviour, and wished to be 
healed rather by touching His garments than by sympathy 
and communion with His Spirit. But He had come to save 
sinners, not to work miracles, even of healing; to be a 
physician of souls, not of bodies. He had disenchanted the 


hey had looked on Jesus more as a 
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insincere and selfish who had hitherto flocked after Him, and 
they forthwith showed their altered feeling’s. From the 
moment* of this address, the crowds that had thronged Him 
began to disappear, returning to their homes, doubtless in 
angry disappointment. It seemed as if He would be entirely 
forsaken. Could it be that even the Twelve would leave 
Him ? He knew them too thoroughly to look for any answer 
but an earnest assurance of their loyalty. Yet it was w^ell 
to put them to the test, and strengthen their faith by trying 
it. “ Do you, also, wish to leave me ? ” asked He. “ To 
whom, Lord, shall we go away ? ” answered Peter, ever the 
first to speak,—“ Thou hast words of eternal life, and wc 1 
have believed and known that Thou art the Holy One of 
God.” Bnt even among the Twelve, as Jesus knew, the fan 
had chaff to separate from the wheat. “ Did not I myself 
choose you Twelve to be specially my own, and one even of 
you is a devil ? Beware of self-confidence. If yon think you 
stand, take heed lest yon fall 1 ” Eleven, as we know, refused 
to leave Him. Did the first thought of treachery rise in the 
mind of Judas with the blasting of worldly hopes entertained, 
almost unconsciously, till now ? His Master had never 
before spoken so plainly. Henceforth, to follow Him clearly 
meant to give up all worldly aims or prospects, and volun¬ 
tarily choose a life, and it might be a death, of self-denial 
and self-sacrifice for the nation and the world—or act the 
hypocrite with a faint hope of ulterior advantage. 

Jesus had not gone to the Passover, for it would have been 
unsafe to have shown Himself in Jerusalem. 1 His disciples, 
however, doubtless went up, for no Jew neglected to do so, 
if possible. 2 He had now been publicly teaching in Galilee 
for some months over a year, and had not revisited Judea, 
except for a few days at the Passover 5 before, since His 
first discouraging circuit 4 in the south. The north had 
received Him with a warmth and frankness that had won 
His heart by the contrast with the cold self-righteous bigotry 
of Judea. It had given him the Twelve, and the ready 
audience he had found had enabled Him to make a small but 
healthy beginning of the New Kingdom. The impulsive, 
excitable Galilieans seemed for a time, indeed, likely almost 
as a whole, to leave the Rabbis for His new teaching. But 
the movement had been checked, and the popular favour 

1 John vii. 1 . Matt. xv. 1-20. Mark vii. 1-23. 

* Preesel, Ltben Jeatt , p. 145. • John v. 1. 4 John iii. 82 
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chilled by the restless efforts of the party threatened. Weak 
in the north, they had sent word to Jerusalem of the success 
of the Teacher from Nazareth, whom the orthodoxy of Judea 
had refused to follow. The Rabbis of the capital—known 
variously as “the Pharisees,” “Scribes,” or Sopherim, 
“lawyers,” “ masters of the traditions,” “ Hakamin, or 
wise men,” “ doctors,” “ expounders of the Law,” and 
“ disputers,” of the Gospels and the Epistles ; and the official 
ecclesiastical world at large, the priests, canonists, and 
preachers of Judaism, had their stronghold in the Temple 
courts, and rivalled the bigotry of the more modern Mollahs 
and Softas of Mecca and Medina. At the first hint of danger, 
a deputation had been sent to Capernaum, but they had 
failed to carry the people with them in their attempts to fix 
charges on the new Teacher. He had defended Himself so 

n 

dexterously against their allegations of Sabbath-breaking and 
blasphemy, that for the time they retired discomfited. Fresh 
news from the north, however, had again roused them. 
More Rabbis appeared, sent by the authorities in Jerusalem, 
to see if the rash Innovator could not be crushed, and tlieir 
presence speedily led to a further conflict. 

In the training of the Twelve for their future work, it was 
necessary, above all things, to create and foster the concep¬ 
tion of moral freedom ; for the central point in the contrast 
between the New Kingdom and the old Theocracy was the 
liberty of the former as opposed to the bondage to the letter 
that had prevailed. The deep and pure religiousness Christ 
demanded could only flourish where the conscience was 
quickened, and made responsible by a sense of perfect spiritual 
freedom. He had already announced this great principle in 
the Sermon on the Mount. The T welve had been disciplined 
in it by their mission journeys, but new illustrations daily 
showed how hard it was for them to emancipate themselves 
from hereditary prejudices, and from Rabbinical authority. 

The very foundation of the new Society was in itself a 
breaking away from the established Theocracy, and it neces¬ 
sarily led to continually more decisive acts of independence 
and separation. The Jewish theologians of the Pharisaic 
party, with their pedantic devotion to precedent and form, 
and their claim to direct the conscience of the people, had to 
a great extent produced a mere outward religionism, which 
had weakened the moral sense of the nation, and withered up 
all aspirations for spiritual manhood and liberty of thought. 
They had been very popular for generations, past as the 
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reverend and zealous defenders of the holy Law handed down 
from the Fathers. They had recognised in Jesus, still more 
than in His hated and feared predecessor the Baptist, a 
deadly foe, and the success of the new teaching in Galilee 
imperilled their influence if it remained unchecked. With 

keen foresight they had sought to anticipate the danger, 
but hitherto had failed so ignominiously that they hud for 
some time past refrained from open attack, contenting them¬ 
selves with a secret hostility of dark hints, suspicions and 
blasphemies, to poison the minds of the people. Till now, 
however, Jesus had refrained from turning on them, but, 
while watched and assailed, had kept strictly on the defensive. 
Henceforth He took a different course. To expose their 
innuendoes and calumnies was no longer enough. He felt 
constrained, for the future, to show that not He but His 
accusers were really obnoxious to the charges made against 
Him so recklessly; that not He, but they, were Icudiug tho 
people from the right way, and acting under unholy influence, 
and that their zeal for God was blind, not His. 

A new attack by them led to this change. Reports of the 
popular readiness to accept Him as Messianic King, ami of 
His resolute refusal to head such a political movement, as 
alone could meet their own wishes, had doubtless reached 
Jerusalem, and this, coupled with rumours of His innovations 
and independence as a religious reformer, had thoroughly 
alarmed the authorities at Jerusalem. Discarding invective, 
craft, or indirect approach, their deputies now came, no 
longer to the disciples, but to Himself, with specific com¬ 
plaints, which the easy access to- private life permitted by 
the freedom of Eastern manners had enabled them to estab¬ 
lish. The disciples had already given offence by plucking and 
rubbing ears of barley on the Sabbath, and thus, as it was 
held, reaping and threshing on the sacred day; but a still 
graver scandal in Pharisaic eyes had been detected in their 
sitting down to eat without ceremonially washing their hands. 
The Law of Moses required purifications in certain cases, but 
the Rabbis had perverted the spirit of Leviticus in this, as in 
other things, for they taught that food and drink could not 
be taken with a good conscience when there was the possi¬ 
bility of ceremonial defilement. If every conceivable pre¬ 
caution had not been taken, the person or the vessel used 
might have contracted impurity, which would thns be con- 
veved to the food, and through the food to the body, and by 
it to the soul. Hence it had been long a custom, and latterly 
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a strict law, that before every meal not only the hands but 
even the dishes, conches, and tables should be scrupulously 
washed. 


The legal washing of the hands before eating .was especially 
sacred to the Rabbinist; not to do so was a crime as great as 
to eat the flesh of swine. “ He who neglects hand-washing,” 


says the book Sohar, 1 “ deserves to be punished here and 
hereafter.” “ He is to be destroyed out of the world, for in 
hand-washing is contained the secret of the ten command¬ 
ments.” “ He is guilty of death.” “ Three sins briner poverty 


“ Three sins bring poverty 


after them,” says the Mishna, 2 and to slight hand-washing 

• 11 II TT 1 i l 1 'll i 1 1_1 •_ }> _ 


is one. 


“ He who eats bread without hand-washing, 


Rabbi Jose, “ is as if he went in to a harlot. 


i> 


ng, says 
The later 


Schulchan Aruch enumerates twenty-six rules for this rite 
in the morning alone. “ It is better to go four miles to water 


in the morning alone. “ It is better to go four miles to water 
than to incur guiit by neglecting hand-washing,” says the 
Talmud. 3 “ He who does not wash his hands after eating,” 
it is said, “ is as bad as a murderer.” 4 The devil Sckibta sits 
on unwashed hands and on the bread. 0 It was a special 
mark of the Pharisees that- “ they ate their daily bread with 
due purification,” and to neglect doing so was to be despised 
as unclean. 


Rabbinism was now in its highest glory, for the great 
teachers Hillel and Shammai, who had died hardly a genera¬ 
tion before, had developed it to the uttermost. They disputed 
so fiercely, indeed, on many trifling details, that it was often 
said that Elias himself, when he came, would hardly be able 
to decide between them. But they agreed respecting hand¬ 
washing, so that the Talmud maintains that “ any one living 
in the land of Israel, eating his daily food in purification, 
speaking the Hebrew of the day, and morning and evening 
praying duly with the phylacteries, is certain that he will eat 
bread in the kingdom of God.” 6 

It was laid down that the hands were first to be washed 


clean. The tips of the ten fingers were then joined and lifted 
up so that the water ran down to the elbows, then turned 
down so that it might run off to the ground. Fresh water 
was poured on them as they w~ere lifted up, and twice again 
as they hung down. The washing itself was to be done by 
rubbing the fist of one hand in the hollow of the otlierJ 


1 Gen. f. CO. 2. Num. f. 100. 3. Dent. f. 107. 2. 

8 Shabhath, 62. 1. 8 Calla, f. 58. 3. 

4 Tanclnnna, I. 73. 2. 6 Joma, f. 77. 2 glofls. 

* Shabbath, f. 3. 4. 7 Codwyn, p. 39. Meyer, Markus vii. 3. 
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When the hands were washed before eating they must bo 
held upwards; when after it, downwards, but so that the 
water should not run beyond the knuckles . 1 The vessel used 
must be held first in the right, then in the left hand; the 
water was to be poured first on the right, then on the left 
hand, and at every third time the words repeated : “ Blessed 
art Thou who hast given us the command to wash the 
hands.” It was keenly disputed whether the cup of blessing 
or the hand-washing should come first; whether the towel 
used should be laid on the table or on the couch ; and 
whether the table was to be cleared before the final washing 
or after it.” 2 


This anxious trifling over the infinitely little was, however, 
only part of a system. If a Pharisee proposed to eat common 
food it was enough that the hands were washed by water 
poured on them. Before eating Tcrnmnli—the holy tithes 
and the shew-bread—they must be dipped completely in the 
water, and before the portions of the holy offerings could be 
tasted, a bath must be taken. Hand-washing before prayer, 
or touching anything in the morning, was as rigidly observed, 
for evil spirits might have defiled the hands iu the night. 
To touch the mouth, nose, ear, eyes, or the one hand with 
the other, before the rite, was to incur the risk of disease in 
the part touched. The occasions that demanded the observ¬ 
ance were countless : it must be done even after cutting the 
nails, or killing a flea . 3 The more water used, the more 
piety. “ He who uses abundant water for hand-washing,” 
says R. Chasda, “ will have abundant riches.” If one had 
not been out it was enough to pour water on the hands ; but 
one coming in from without needed to plunge his hands into 
the water, for he knew not what uncleanness might have 
been near him while in the streets, and this plunging could 
not be done except in a spot where there were not less than 
sixty gallons of water.” 

The same scrupulous, superstitious minuteness extended 
to possible defilements of all the household details of daily 
life. Dishes, hollow or flat, of whatever material, knives, 


tables, and couches, were constantly subjected to purifications, 
less they should have contracted any Levitical defilement by 
being used by some one unclean. 


1 Sfpp, vol. iv. p. 97. * Ibid. 

* Herzog, Rtinigunpen, vol. xii. p. 639. 

* Lightfoot, Rot. Ueb., vol. ii. p. 418. 
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This ritual exaggeration was, apparently, a result of the 
jealousy between the democratic Pharisees and the lordly 
Sadducees. The latter attached supreme importance to the 
ceremonial sanctity of the officiating priests, to exalt them¬ 
selves as the clerical aristocracy. The Pharisees, to humble 
them, laid the stress, as far as possible, on the vessels used, 
and the exactness of the act. In keeping with their endless 
washings in private, they demanded that all the vessels of the 
Temple itself should be purified after each feast, lest some 
unclean person might have defiled them —p refinement which 
drew down on a Pharisee, who was carrying out even the 
golden candlestick itself to wash it after a festival, the mock¬ 
ing gibe from a Sadducee, that he expected before long the 
Pharisees would give the sun a washing. 1 


The authority for this endless, mechanical religionism 
was the commands or “ traditions ” of the Fathers, handed 


down from the days of the Great Synagogue, but ascribed 
with pious exaggeration to the Almighty, who, it was said, 
had delivered them orally to Moses on Mount Sinai. Inter¬ 
pretations, expositions, and discussions of all kinds, were 
based, not only on every separate word, or on every letter, 
but even on every pause and breathing, to create new laws 
and observances, and where these were not enough, oral 


traditions, said to have been given by God to Moses on the 
Mount, were invented to justify new refinements. These 
“ traditions ” were constantly increased, and formed a New 
Law', which passed from mouth to mouth, and from genera¬ 
tion to generation, till, at last, public schools rose for its 
study and development, of which the most famous were 
those of Hillel and Shammai, in the generation before 
Jesus, and even, perhaps, in His early childhood. In His 
lifetime it was still a fundamental rule that they should 
not be committed to writing. It was left to Rabbi Judah 
the Holy, to commence the collection and formal engrossing 
of the almost countless fragments of which it consisted, and 
from his weary labour ultimately rose the huge folios of the 
Talmud. 2 

As in the case of the Brahminical theocracy of India, that 
of Judea attached more importance to the ceremonial precepts 
of its schools than to the sacred text on which they were 
based. Wherever Scripture and tradition seemed opposed, 

1 Derenbourg , pp. 132-134. 

3 Cohen , pp. 157, 158. Schiirer, p. 36. Hurwitz, Die Sagen der Ebnicr, 

p. ix. 
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the latter was treated as the higher authority. Pharisaism 
openly proclaimed this, and set itself, as the Gospel expresses 
it, in the chair of Moses, 1 displacing the great lawgiver. 
“ It is a greater offence,” says the Mishna, “ to teach any¬ 
thing contrary to the voice of the Rabbis, than to contradict 
Scripture itself. He who says, contrary to Scripture, 4 It is 
not lawful to wear the Tephillin ’ ”—the little leather boxes 


containing texts of Scripture, bound, during prayer, on the 


forehead and on the arm 


U 


is not to be punished as 


a 


troubler. But he who says there should be five divisions in 


the Totaphoth 


another name for the Tephillin, or phylac¬ 


teries 2 —“ and thus teaches differently from the Rabbis, is 
guilty.” 3 “ He who expounds the Scriptures in opposition 
to the tradition,” says R. Eleazar, “ has no share in the 
world to come.” The mass of Rabbinical prescriptions—not 
the Scripture—was regarded as the basis of religion, “ for 
the Covenant of God was declared to have been made with 


Israel on account of the oral Law, as it is written, 4 After the 
tenor of these words I have made a covenant,’ etc. 4 For 
God knew that, in after ages, Israel would be carried away 
among strange people, who would copy off the written Law, 
and, therefore, He gave them the oral Law, that His will 
might be kept secret among themselves.” 6 Those who gave 
themselves to the knowledge of the traditions 44 saw a great 
light,” 6 for God enlightened their eyes, and showed them 
how they ought to act in relation to lawful and unlawful 
things, clean and unclean, which are not told thus fully atid 
clearly in Scripture. It was, perhaps, good to give one's 
self to the reading of the Scripture, but he who reads 
diligently the traditions receives a reward from God, and 
he who gives himself to the Commentaries on these traditions 
has the greatest reward of all." “ The Bible whs like water, 
the Traditions like wine, the Commentaries on them like 
spiced wine.” ‘‘My son,” says the Talmud, “give more 
heed to the words of the Rabbis than to the words of the 
Law,” 8 So exact ly alike is Ultra-High-churchism in every 
age, and in all religions ! 


1 Matt, xxiii. 2. * Buxtorf, Lex., sab voc. 

* Sanhedrim, xi. 3. Jost, Oesehichte d. Judenthums, vol. i. p. 93. 
Gfrorer, Jahrhundert, etc., vol. i. pp. 146-153. Eisenmetiger, vol. i. p. 329. 
Buxtorfi Synagoga Judaica, pp. 62-05. 

* Exod. xxxiv. 27. * Ammude golah, in Buxtorfi Syn. Jud.,p. 63. 

* Isaiah ix. 1. f Ei*fnmengcr, vol. i. p. 329. Buxtorfi Syn. Jud. p. 65 

* Eiscnnungcr, p. 330. 
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Jesus had no sympathy with a system which thus ignored 
conscience, and found the essence of religion in the slavery 
of outward forms. The New Kingdom was in the heart; in 
the loving sonship of the Father in Heaven; anil all outward 
observances had value only as expressions of this tender 
relationship. The Pharisees had refined the Law into a 
microscopic casuistry which prescribed for every isolated 
act, but Jesus brought it into the compass of a living prin¬ 
ciple in the soul. From the outer particular requirement, 
He passed to the spirit it was intended to express. Special 
enactments were suffered to fall aside, if the vital idea they 
embodied were honoured. A lifetime was hardly enough 
to learn the Rabbinical precepts respecting offerings, but 
Jesus virtually abrogated them all by the short utterance 
that “ mercy was better than sacrifice.” 1 The schools had 
added to the simple distinctions of the Law between clean 
and unclean beasts, endless refinements respecting different 
parts of each, and the necessary rites ; the simple rule of 
Jesus was—It is not what enters the mouth that defiles a man, 
but what comes from the heart. 2 The Rabbis contended 
respecting the occasions on which vessels should be purified 
in running rather than in drawn water, and how the puri¬ 
fications of wooden and metal dishes were to be minutely 
discriminated. Jesus waived aside this trifling and deadly 
pedantry, and told his hearers to take care to be clean within, 
and then the outside would be clean also. 3 Even the Sab¬ 
bath laws, with their countless enactments, were as briefly 
condensed. “ It is lawful to do good on the Sabbath day.” 
“ The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” 4 
Such teaching was new in Israel. It was revolutionary in 
the grandest sense. 

The deputation of Rabbis now sent to Capernaum were 
determined to bring matters to a crisis. Their spies, and 
perhaps themselves, had carefully gathered evidence whether 
Jesus and His disciples observed the traditions, and carried 
them out with the minuteness of a recognised religious duty ; 
whether He and they dipped their hands duly before eating ; 
whether they held them up or down in doing so; whether 
they wetted them to the elbows or to the knuckles, or 
wetted only the finger-tips, as the school of Shammai pre¬ 
scribed for certain cases ; and they had found, to their horror, 


1 Matt. ix. 13 ; xii. 7- 
* Luke xi. 39. 


2 Matt. xv. 11. Mark vii. 15. 
4 Mark ii. 27. 
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that neither He nor His disciples washed their hands thus 
ceremonially at all. The next Passover would show how 
formally they had laid their information against Him, before 
the Sanhedrim, with its leaders, the high priest Caiaphas and 
the powerful Hannas, for such independence and audacity. 

Meanwhile, their demand for an explanation gave Jesn> 
the desired opportunity to break, finally, with their whole 
party. A casuistry worthy of Suarez or Escobar, had 
sapped the fundamental principles of morality, in the name 
of religion. With a keen eye to the interests of their caste, 
the Rabbis had trifled with the subject of oaths and vows 
in such a way that the treasury of the Temple was not only 
sacred from all public appeals, but was continually enriched 
by money which ought, rightfully, to have gone to the 
support of families and relations, and even of aged or poor 
parents. The utterance of the word “ Corban ” L —“ I have 
vowed it to sacred uses ”—sequestrated anything, absolutely 
and irreversibly, to the Temple. It might be spoken under 
the influence of death-bed terror, or in the weakness of super¬ 
stitious fear, but if once uttered, the Church threw round 
the money or property thus secured, the impassable barrier 
of her ghostly claims. 

To honour one’s parents was one of the “Ten Words” of 
Sinai, and no duty was held more sacred by a Jew unper¬ 
verted by Rabbinical sophistry. It "was not forgotten that 
it was the one commandment to which a promise of reward 


was attached. “ A child is bound to maintain Jus parents 
when old and helpless,” says one passage in the Talmud, 
“ even if he have to beg to do so.” J3ut this, unfortunately, 
was not the uniform teaching of Christ's day. If one Rabbi 
had put filial duty before the right to vow for one’s own 
advantage, otherR had taught that it was a duty to honour 
God before honouring human relationships 1 —a smooth 
phrase for legalising gifts to the Church at the expense 
even of father and mother. The hierarchical party ignored 
all interests but their own, and subordinated natural duty 
to their own enrichment. Pharisaism, in its moral decay, 
had come to be a spiritual death, corrupting the springs of 
national life. A few years later, in the time of the great 




famine of the year A.D. 45, under Claudius, the theocratic 
party cared for themselves so heartlessly, that while the 
people were perishing of hunger by hundreds, no remission 


1 Nedarim, L G4. coL L 
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of Temple dues was permitted, and the Passover alone saw 
forty-one A Hie bushels of wheat presented at the altar, to be 
presently removed for the use of the priests, though the issa- 
rion—a measure of three and a half pints 1 2 —sold for four 
drachmas,- a sum equal to about twenty-sis shillings at the 
present value of money . 3 Josephus, indeed, boasts that no 
priest ate a crumb of the grain thus relentlessly hoarded; 
but when even a high priest w r as known as “the disciple of 
gluttons,” rioting in great feasts on the sacrifices and wine 
of the altar , 4 the mass of his order would not be fastidious 
about the wheat and the bread. 

Representatives of this smooth hypocrisy had now gathered 
round Jesus, and proceeded to inquire into His alleged un¬ 
lawful acts. “How comes it,” asked they, “ that a teacher 
who claims a higher sanctity than others, can quietly permit 
His disciples to neglect a custom imposed by our wise fore¬ 
fathers, and so cai'efully observed by every pious Israelite ? 
How is it that they do not wash their hands before eating ?” 

“ They neglect only a ceremony introduced by men,” re¬ 
torted Jesus; “but how comes it that you, who know the 
Law, transgress commands which are not of man, but from 
God Himself ? How comes it that, for the sake of traditions 
invented by the Rabbis, you set aside the most explicit 
commands of God ? He has, for example, said that we must 
honour our father and mother, and support and care for 
them in old age . 1 He has declared it worthy of death for 
any one to deny his parents due reverence, or to treat them 
harshly or with neglect. But you have invented a doctrine 
which absolves children, in many cases, from this command¬ 
ment. ‘ If any one,’ says your ‘ tradition,’ ‘ is asked by his 
parents for a gift or help, for their benefit, he has only to 
say that he has vowed that very part of his means to the 
Temple, and they cannot press him further to contribute to 
their support.’ How cunningly have yon thus circumvented 
God’s law! How easy is it for any one to break it, and 
affect a zeal for religion in doing so ! 

“Ye hypocrites ! acting religion ”—now for the first time 
thus denouncing them and their party—“ well has Isaiah 
painted you when he introduces God as saying, ‘ This nation 

1 Diet, of Antiquities, Table. Diet, of Bible, Weights, eto. 

2 Jos., Ant., iii. 15. 3. 

* Davidson’s Sew Test., Table. 

4 Talmud, quoted in Derenbourg, p. 234. Matt. xv. 1-20. Mark vii. 
1-23. 
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has its worship in words, and its religion is of the lips, while 
its heart is far from Me. Their service of Me is worthless, 
for it is not My Law, but only human invention .’ 1 These 
words describe you to the letter. You put aside what God 
has commanded, and has enforced by promises and threats, 
and yet keep superstitiously, ‘ traditions ’ which only cus¬ 
tom. and homage to human teachers, have introduced. Of 
this kind are your hand-washings, and many similar usages.” 

Such a defence was an open declaration of war against 
Pharisaism, and the hierarchy closely identified with it. 
His words struck at the insincerity and false-heartedness 
of the party as a whole, at its fundamental principles, its 
practice, its modes of thought, its whole ideas and aims. 
They are pious, very pious, He tells them, in outward seem¬ 
ing. They keep the traditions fastidiously, but their piety 
is from the lips, not the heart; obedience to the Rabbis, not 
God. They wash pots and cups, and care for gifts, as their 
religion, and ignore the commands of Jehovah. No irony 
could be more keen or annihilating. What flames of rage 
must it have kindled in the hearts of the great party so 
mortally assailed P They could not challenge His loyalty to 
the higher law, for He spoke as its Champion against their 
human additions and perversions. They could not but feel 
that, far from destroying either the Law or the Prophets, 
He was ennobling and exalting them. But the very light 
He poured on the oracles of God showed so much the more 
the worthleSsness of their cherished system, and their mis¬ 
conception of their office as the teachers of the people. He had 
virtually condemned not only their putting washings above 
duty to parents; He had denounced them for laying more 
stress on the Temple worship and ritual than on such filial 
piety. Hence washings, sacrifices, alms, and fasts ; all the 
boastful, pretentious worship and outward practice on which 
they rested, were of no value compared with the great 
eternal commands of God, and were even crimes and im¬ 
piety, when they proudly set themselves in their room. He 
arraigned Pharisaism, the dominant orthodoxy, as a whole. 
The system, so famous, so arrogant, so intensely Jewish, wns 
only an invention of man; a subversion of the Lnw it claimed 
to represent, an antagonism to the Prophets as well as to 
Moses, the spiritual ruin of the nation ! 

The die was finally cast. All that it involved had been 


1 Isa. xxix. 13. 
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long weighed, but He who had come into the world to 
witness to the Truth, could let no prudent regard for self 
restrain His testimony. It was vital that the people who 
followed the Rabbis and priests should know what the 
religion and morals thus taught by them were worth. The 
truth could not find open ears while men’s hearts were 
misled and prejudiced by such instructors. No one would 
seek inward renewal who had been taught to care only 
for externals, and to ignore the sin and corruption within. 
Pharisaism was a creed of moral cosmetics and religious 
masks, as all ritual systems must ever be. With Jesus, the 
only true religion was purity of heart and absolute sincerity 
to truth. Leaving the Rabbis, therefore, and calling round 
Him the crowd which was lingering near, He proclaimed 
aloud the great principle He had laid down—“ Hear me, all 
of you,” cried He, “ and understand. There is nothing from 
without the man that, entering into him, can defile him; but 
the thinsrs which come out of the man are those that defile 

o 

him.” Words clear enough to us, perhaps, but grand be¬ 
yond thought when uttered 
—heard now, for the first time, in the history of the world;— 
the knell of national divisions and hatreds, and of the religious 
worth of external observances, as such, and the inauguration 
of a universal religion of spirit and truth ! They proclaimed 
that nothing external, made clean or unclean, holy or unholy. 
Purity and impurity were words applicable only to the soul 
and its utterances and acts. The charter of spiritual re¬ 
ligion, the abrogation of the supremacy of forms and 
formula for ever, was at last announced; the leaven of 
religious freedom cast into the life of humanity, to leaven it 
throughout in the end ! 

Even the disciples were alarmed at an attitude so revolu¬ 
tionary. In common with the nation at large, they looked 
on the Rabbis with a superstitious reverence, and now 
hastened to tell Jesus how deeply the whole class was 
offended by His words. It was hard for simple Galilcean 
peasants to break away from hereditary habits of thought. 
But Christ’s answer was ready. “ Every plant which my 
Heavenly Father has not planted, shall be rooted out. 
Leave them: they are blind leaders of the blind, and, as 
such, both they and their followers must stumble on to 
destruction ! ” 1 The plants of human, not Divine planting, 


, for they were the knell of caste 
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were the “ traditions ” and “ commandments of men ”—the 


“ hedge of the Law,” in which the Rabbis gloried. Hence¬ 
forth, there was a breach for ever between the men of the 
schools and the New Kingdom. 

But the mind is slow to realize great spiritual truths. To 
the disciples, their Master’s words were dark and strange, 
demanding explanation. Nor was it possible, either then, or 
even to the very last, to familiarize them with the new ideas 
they involved, or free them from the influence of past- 
modes of thought. The tendency to regard the external 
and formal as a vital and leading characteristic of religion, 
was well-nigh unconquerable in minds habituated to Jewish 
conceptions. An earnest request of Peter for further ex¬ 
planation, only drew forth an amplification of what had been 
already said. The evil in man was traced directly to the 
thoughts ; but to eat with unwashed hands, it was repeated, 


made a man in no way “ common ” or polluted, as alleged by 
the Pharisees. Yet the truth had to lie long in the breasts 
of the Twelve before it wrought their spiritual emancipation 
from the slavery of the past. The natural and eternal dis¬ 
tinction of good and evil was proclaimed, after having been 


obscured for ages by an artificial morality; but fully to 
unlearn inveterate prejudice would require the lapse of 
generations. 



CHAPTER XLV. 


THE COASTS OF THE HEATHEN. 

J ESUS had now, apparently, been two years before the 

world as a religions teacher, and had shared the nsual 
lot of those who seek to reform entrenched and prosperous 
abuses. His brief and dazzling popularity had roused the 
bitter hostility of threatened interests, and they were at last 
banded together for His destruction. For months past He 
had seen the death-clouds gathering ever more threateningly 
over Him, and devoted Himself, -with calm anticipation 
of the end, to the task of training the Twelve to continue 
His work when He had perished. He had taken the utmost 
care to avoid open collision with His enemies, and to confine 
Hims elf to the instruction of the little circle round Him; 
but the priests and Rabbis had been quick to see in this 
very quiet and retirement their greatest danger, for open 
conflict might destroy what peaceful seclusion would give 
opportunity to take root. “ The world,” as He Himself 
expressed it, “ hated Him, because He witnessed of it that 
its works were evil .” 1 Not only His formal accusations 
and the spirit of His teaching, but His whole life and 
actions, and even His gentlest words, arraigned things as 
they were. 

Rumours of possible action against Him by Antipas 
increased the difficulty of the situation. Every one knew 
that He and many of His followers had come from the 
school of the Baptist, whom Antipas had just murdered, 
and it was evident that His aim was more or less similar to 
that of John, though His acts were more wonderful. Hence 
speculation was rife respecting Him. Was He the promised 
Elias ? or, at least, Jeremiah, risen from the dead ? or was 
He some special prophet sent from God ? 2 Many, indeed, 
were questioning if He might not even be the Messiah, and 

1 John vii. 7. 3 Mark vi. 15; viii. 28. Matt. xvi. 14. 
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were willing to accept Him as snch, if He would only liead 
a national revolt, in alliance with the Rabbis and priests, 
against the Romans. To Anfipas His appearance was doubly 
alarming, for it seemed as if the fancied revolutionary move¬ 
ment of John had broken out afresh, more fiercely than ever, 
and superstition, working in an uneasy conscience, easily saw 
in Him a resurrection of the murdered Baptist, endowed, 
now, with the awful power of the eternal world from which 
he had returned. A second murder seemed needed to make 
the first effective, and to avoid this additional danger Jesus 
for a time sought concealment. 

But the craft and violence of the half-heathen Antipas 
was a slight evil compared with the hatred which glowed 
ever more intensely in the breasts of the Rabbis and priests 
of Jerusalem, and in those of the Pharisees and other 
disciples of the schools, scattered over the country. The 
demands of Jesus went far beyond the mere summons of the 
Baptist, to prepare for a new and better time. He required 
immediate submission to a new Theocracy. Ho excited the 
fury of the dominant party, not like the Baptist, by isolated 
bursts of denunciation, but by working quietly, as a King in 
His own kingdom, which, though in the world, was yet some¬ 
thing far higher. Hence, the feeling against Him was very 
different from the partial, cautions, and intermittent hatred 
to the Baptist. The hierarchy and the Rabbis, as the 
centre of that which, with all its corruptions, was, as yet, 
the only true religion on earth, felt themselves compromised 
directly and fatally by Him, and could not maintain them¬ 
selves as they were, if He were tolerated. The whole 
spiritual power of Israel was thus arrayed against Him; a 
force slowly created by the possession, for ages, of the 
grandest religious truths known to the ancient world, and 
by the pride of a long and incomparably sublime national 
history. In the past, it had been assailed from without, at 
long intervals, but in recent years it had been, for the first 
time, attacked from within by the Baptist, and now felt 
itself still mbre dangerously assaulted by this Galilaean. 
To crush such an apparently insignificant opponent—a 
peasant of Nazareth, rising, singly and unsupported, against 
a power so colossal—seemed easy; nor could it bo fancied 
more difficult to scatter and destroy His small band of 
followers, as yet, mostly, despised peasants. 

The first official step towards the repression of the new 
movement had, apparently, been already taken, on the 
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occasion of the last visit of Jesus to Jerusalem. His cure 
of the bliud man on the Sabbath, had then brought down 
on Him the warning punishment of the lesser excommuni¬ 
cation, which entailed formal exclusion from the synagogues 
of Judea , 1 and was all they dared as yet inflict. In conse¬ 
quence of it, He had never returned to the south, but 
confined Himself to the north, where the synagogues were 
still open to Him. The same sentence seems now to have 
been gradually extended to the synagogues of Galilee, for 
we cease to read of His entering* them or teaching in them. 
But as this measure evidently failed, spies were let loose on 
Him, to dog His steps constantly, and find ground for fresh 
charges, even by invading the privacy of His home life. 

This deadly hatred, with all that it involved in the future, 
had been foreseen from the first, and His utmost care, His 
seclusion, and His innocence, had only delayed the crisis 
that had now come. The foundation of His Hew Kingdom 
on a firm basis, by the choice and preparation of the Twelve, 
had, however, lightened the thought of it, and neutralized 
its worse consequences. Yet it was still necessary to ward 
off the catastrophe as long as possible, in order to advance 
the great work of building up and consolidating the infant 
society He had established; for it was slow work to ripen 
vigorous faith and adequate spirituality, even in those under 
His personal influence. But the growing hatred and ill-will 
of His enemies made lengthened residence in any one place 
henceforth undesirable, and He had from this time to take 
more frequent, as well as wider circuits, to escape them. 
Yet there were compensating benefits even in this wandering 
life, for it made it easier, amidst the many unforeseen inci¬ 
dents of each day, to raise the Twelve to that higher faith 
and greater steadfastness which yet failed them, and it 
enabled Him to help many in outlying parts, who were fitted 
to receive good at His hands. The gracious purpose of God 
was thus leading Him to visit, in peace, all the chief places of 
the land, which it was Has great mission to summon to enter 
His kingdom. 

One inevitable result was, that the nearer the end came, 
the more necessary was it to make clear to the Twelve 
the causes of this hatred shown towards Him, and the 
Divine necessity of His approaching death. Hence, He 
took every opportunity from this time to impress both 

1 John vii. 1; xiii. 21; ix. 22, 34; xii. 42. Ewald’s Christus, p. 384, 
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thoughts more and more clearly on His followers. His 
warnings against the corruptions of the hierarchical party 
became more frequent, and constantly keener, until, at 
last, the Twelve understood, in some measure, the whole 
situation . l 


Forsaking the shores of the Sea of Galilee, He now turned 
to the far north, with the Twelve as companions of His 
flight. His way led Him over the rough uplands towanls 
Safed, with its near view of the snowy summits of Lebanon. 
Then, leaving Gischala on the right, the road passed through 
one of the many woody valleys of these highland regions, 
till, at the distance of two days’ journey from the lake, it 
reached the slope at the foot of which lay the plains of Tyre. 
A yellow strip of beach and sand divides the hills from 
the sea, into which stretched the insular tongue of land on 
which Tyre was built . 2 He looked down, perhaps for the 
first time so closely, on the smoking chimneys of the glass 
works of Sidon and of the dye works at Tyre ; on the long 
rows of warehouses filled with the merchandise of the world; 
on the mansions, monuments, public buildings, palaces and 
temples of the two cities, and their harbours nnd moles 
crowded with shipping. The busy scene before Him was 
the land of the accursed Canaanite ; the seat of the worship 
of Baal and Ashtaroth, which had of old so often corrupted 
Israel; a region, with all its wealth and splendour, and sur¬ 
passing beauty of palm groves and gardens and embowering 
green, so depraved and polluted, that the Hebrew had 
adopted the name of Beelzebub—one of its chief idols—os 
that of the Prince of Devils. Yet, even here, Jesus felt a 
pity and charity unknown to His nation, and the great sea 
beyond, whitened with wing-like sails, awoke a fair dream 
of the future, when distant lands, washed by the waves over 
which these vessels sped, would gladly receive the message 
He came to deliver. 


Whether He passed into heathen territory is a question. 
He may only have gone as far as the border of the alien 
district. The whole region was more or less thickly settled 
by Jews, drawn by commerce, or through long historic asso¬ 
ciation with the district, which hnd been assigned to Asshur, 


though never won by that trilje. As long ago as the days of 
the Judges, the population had been hnlf heathen, half Jewish,* 


1 Ew&ld’s Christus, pp. 449-454. 

* Hautrath, vol. i. p. 402. 1 Judges L 92. 
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Kept back, through all their history, from the sea-coast, Israel 
had come to hate the life of a sailor from which they were 
thus debarred, and hence were contented to settle amidst the 
busy traders of Phenicia, without attemptingj after the first 
failure, to dispossess them . 1 No retreat could have promised 
more safe retirement, but Jesus was now too universally 
known to remain anywhere undiscovered, for numbers had 
come to Galilee, even from these very districts, to see and 
hear Him. 

His mission, during His life, had been repeatedly defined 
by Himself, as only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel. 
That he felt no narrow exclusiveness had been already shown 
by the incidents of His journey through Samaria, and by the 
prophetic joy with which He had predicted the entrance of 
many from the heathen world into His New Society . 2 Even 
His sympathy with publicans and sinners, and with the out¬ 
cast sunken multitude, whose ignorance of Rabbinical pre¬ 
cepts was held to mark them as accursed of God, had, in fact, 
been as distinct protests against Pharisaic bigotry as He 
could have made even by the formal recognition of heathen 
as citizens of His New Kingdom. And had He not proclaimed 
the supreme truth that God was the great Father of all man¬ 
kind, and that the human race, round the world, were brethren 


in His great household ? 


But pity for His own nation 


the Israel of the Old Covenant—for the time forbade His 
going forth to all races, with the open invitation to join the 
new Theocracy. It would at once have sealed the fate of His 
people ; for what was offered to the heathen would, from that 
very fact, have been instantly rejected by the fanatical Jew. 

It was vain for Him to seek rest. A woman of the country, 
by language a Greek, by nationality a Canaanite, and by 
residence a Syro-Phenician—for Phenicia was attached to 
the Roman province of Syria—perhaps a heathen, but, in any 
case, of a humble religious heart, heard that He was in the 

His fame had long before spread so widely, 
that the wondrous cures He had performed were everywhere 
known. Among others, this woman had heard of them, and 
maternal love was quick to turn them to its own unselfish 
account. She had a daughter “ grievously vexed with a 
devil,” and at once came over the border 1 * to implore Jesus 


neighbourhood . 3 


1 Rosenmiiller, vol. i. p. 324. Sepp, vol. iv. p. 104. Keim, vol. ii. p. 407. 

2 Matt. viii. 11 ; xviii. 29. 

8 Matt. xv. 21-28. Mark vii. 24-30. Paulas, Leben Jesu, vol. i. p. 380« 
Evald’s ChrUtus, p. 454. Hess, Leben Jesu, vol. i. p. 420. 
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to have mercy on her child. The half belief that He was the 
Messiah had spread even to Tyre, and was accepted, in her 
poor unenlightened way, by the supplicant. He was abroad 
with the Twelve when she found Him, and forthwith entreated 

Him—“ Lord, son of David, have meicy on me.” She had 
made her child’s trouble her own. Such an incident, at n 
time when He sought to remain unknown, must have been 
very disturbing, for it might put His enemies on His track. 
From whatever cause, He took no notice of her prayers. 
But she would not be denied, and persistently followed Him 
with her wailing petitions, as He went along, till the Twelve, 
filled with harsh Jewish prejudice, and mistaking the reason 
of their Master’s silence, grew indignant at her pertinacity, 
and begged Him to send her away and stop her crying after 
them. That a foreigner, and, above all, a Canaanite, uccursed 
of God, should share His mercies, was, as yet, far too liberal 
a conception for them. Did not the Rabbis teach that the 
race built their houses in the name of their idols, so that evil 
spirits came and dwelt in them ? 1 and was not Beelzebub, 
the Prince of the Devils, their chief God ? The answer of 
Jesus seemed to favour this bitter exclusiveness—“ He was 
not sent except to the lost sheep of the House of Israel ! ” 
They little knew that His help was kept back only in pity for 
His own nation, whom mercy to abhorred unclean Canaanites 
would embitter against Him to their own destruction. It 
was vain, however, to try to weary out a mother’s love. 
Following Him into the house, though He would fain have 
remained unknown, 6he cast herself at His feet and renewed 
her prayer. To the Twelve she was only a “ dog,” as the 
Jews regarded all heathen.- Veiling the tenderness of Ilis 
heart in affected roughness of speech, softened, doubtless, by 
the trembling sympathy of His voice and His gentle looks, 
He told her that the children—Israel, the sons of God—must 
first be fed before others could be noticed. “ It is not right,” 
said He, “ to take the children’s bread and cast it to the 
dogs.” Then, as now, the traveller, entering or leaving a 
town or village, had only too much reason to notice the troops 
of lean, sharp-nosed masterless dogs, which filled the air 
with their cries as he passed, and no one could sit at a meal 
without the chance of some of them coming in at the ever- 

1 EUenmtnger , vol. i. p. 622. 

8 Eitevmenyer , vol. i. p. 716. Lightfooi, Hot. Heb., vol. i. p. 230. 
Nork, p. 76. 
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open door to pick up the fragments, 1 * always to be found 
where only the fingers were used at table. 

With a woman s quickness, and a mother’s invincible love, 
deepened by irrepressible trust in Him whose face and tones 
so conti'adicted His words, even this seeming harshness was 
turned to a resistless appeal. “Yes, Lord,” said she “it is 
true: still the dogs are allowed to eat the fragments that 
fall from the children’s table.” She had conquered. “ O 
woman,” said Jesus, “ great is thy faith; be it unto thee as 
thou wilt.” His word was enough, and going her way she 
found, on reaching her house, that her daughter, no longer 
raving, was perfectly cured, and lay calmly in bed, once more 
herself.® The Twelve had learned, at last, that even heathen 
“ dogs ” were not to be sent away unheard. 

How long Jesus stayed in these parts is unknown. It 
would seem as if this incident had forced Him to leave 
sooner than He had proposed. He did not, however, return 
at once to Capernaum, but set out north-eastwards, through 
the territory of Sidon, to the country east of Jordan. The 
Roman road, which ran over the richly wooded hills, almost 
straight eastward, from Tyre to Caesarea Philippi, was too far 
to the south. He must have taken the caravan road, which 
still runs'* from Sidon on the south side of the mountain 
stream Bostrenus, climbing the spurs of Lebanon, with their 
woods and noble mountain scenery, till it crosses the range, 
amidst peaks six thousand feet high, at the natural rock- 
bridge over the deep, rushing Leontes. Turning, now, down 
the valley of the Upper Jordan, under the shadow of the 
Hermon range, rising 9,500 feet high in their highest peak, 
He, erelong, at Caesarea Philippi, reached the open country, 
with a wide view of the broad reedy marshes of Ulatha and 
Merom, the hills of Galilee, and the wide uplands of Gaulo- 
nitis. How long He spent on the journey is not told. Per¬ 
haps He stopped by the way, for Lebanon was full then, as 
now, of villages; perhaps He only passed through them on 
His journey. His final purpose'by this wide circuit, was to 
reach His old haunts without going through Galilee, and 
this brought Him, apparently for the first time, to the wide 
territory of the ten allied free cities—the Decapolis. 

These cities were simply places which the Jews had not 
succeeded in re-conquering, after their return from Babylon. 
They had thus remained in the hands of the heathen, though 
in Palestine; had preserved distinct municipal government, 
and had joined in a political alliance, offensive and defensive. 
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To the Jew9 they were a continual offence, and they were 
the first to suffer from the frenzied fanaticism of the nation 
when it rose in its last great revolt. Most of them, full of 
busy life, and adorned with splendid temples, baths, theatres, 
and public-buildings, when Jesus passed through them, were 
destined, before another generation, to perish by fire and 
sword. 

Even here the fame of the great Teacher attracted multi¬ 
tudes of Jews settled all over the half-foreign district, espe¬ 
cially in its towns and cities, and revived for a time the 
cheering scenes of the past. The cripple, the blind, the dumb, 
the deformed, d and many others, variously atHicted, were 
either brought to Him, or came ; till He was once more forced, 
as of old, to retreat to the hills, in the vain effort to secure 
quiet. The popular excitement, however, made rest impos¬ 
sible. They Bought and found Him wherever He might be, 
and enjoyed not only the benefits of His supernatural power, 
but the richer blessings of His teaching. 1 Only one inci¬ 
dent is given in detail. 2 A man had been brought to Him 
who was deaf, and could only stammer inarticulately; and 
He was besought to heal him. From some motive not stated, 
He varied from His usual course. Taking him aside from 
the multitude, perhaps to have more freedom, perhaps to 
avoid their too great excitement and its possibly hurtful 
political consequences, He put His fingers into the man’s ears 
and touched his tongue with a finger moistened on His own 
lips. It may be that these simple forms were intended to 
waken faith in one who could hear no words, for without the 
fitting spirit, the miracle would not have been wrought. 
Looking up to heaven, as if to lift the thoughts of the unfor¬ 
tunate man to the Eternal Father, whose power alone could 
heal him, Jesus then, at last, uttered the single word of the 
popular dialect—“ Ephphnthn,” “Be opened”—and He was 
perfectly cured. An injunction to keep the miracle private 
was of no avail; the whole country was presently filled with 
reports of it, and of other similar wonders. 

The vast concourse attracted by such scenes may be ima¬ 
gined ; 3 for in the East especially, it is easy for the popula- 
livtion, with their simple wants, and the mildness of the sky, 
which in the warm months invites sleeping in the open air 
by night, to camp out as they think fit. But, as often 

1 Matt. xv. 29-81. 9 Mark vii. 32-87. 

• Matt. xv. 82-38. Mark viii. 1-9. 
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happens, even in our own day, with the Easter pilgrims at 
Jerusalem, many found their provisions run short, and as 
in these strange and motley crowds numbers often die of 
want, 1 not a few of those following Jesus might have sunk 
bv the way before they reached home, but for His thought¬ 
ful care. Once more the crowds were caused to sit on the 
grass, and were fed from the scanty provision found on 
the spot, which was only seven of the thin round loaves 
of the conntrv, and a few small dried fish from the Lake 
of Galilee. Four thousand men, besides women and child¬ 
ren, were supplied from this scanty store, and seven baskets 0 
of fragments, afterwards gathered, attested that they had 
suffered no stint. 


Leaving the eastern side of the lake, to which His wan¬ 
derings had led Him, Jesus now, once more, crossed to the 
neighbourhood of Magdala/ at the lower end of the plain 
of Gennesareth, and close to Capernaum. He had scarcely 
reappeared before His enemies were once more in motion. 
The Pharisees had already stifled- their dislike of the Hero- 
dians, and had formed an alliance with them, that they 
might the more easily crush Him. It marked the growing 
malignity of feeling, that a class fanatically proud of their 
ceremonial and moral purity—a class from whose midst had 
sprung the Zealots for the Law, who abhorred all rule except 
that of a restored Theocracy—should have banded themselves 
with a party of moral indifferentists, partial to monarchy, 
and guilty of flattering even the hated family of Herod. 
But a still more ominous sign of increasing danger showed 
itself in even Sadducees joining the Pharisees to make new 
attempts to compromise Jesus with the authorities. 

The Sadducees, few, but haughty and powerful, enjoyed the 
highest posts in the Jewish state, and represented the Law. 
They were of the priestly caste, and held the chief offices in 
the hierarchy. Their name was perhaps derived from the 
famous ancient family of Zadok, of whom Ezekiel speaks as 
having the charge of the altar, and as, alone, of the sons of 
Levi, appointed to come before the Eternal, to serve Him. 2 
Joshua, the son of Jozedek, the comrade of Zerubbabel, was 
of this House, so that, both before and after the Return, it 
seems to have been the foremost among the priestly families. 
In any case, the Sadducees of the times of Josephus and the 


1 Tobler’s Topograph, v. Jerm., vol. ii. p. 698. 
3 Ezek. xl. 46. Zunz und Fiirst' Bibel. 
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Apostles not only held the highest Temple offices, but repre- 
sented the purest Jewish blood. 1 

But this priestly aristocracy were by no means the most 


zealous for the sanctuary from which they 
honours and w’ealth. They counted in their 


drew their 
ancestry not 


only high priests like Joshua and Simon the Just, but 
traitors to their country like Manasseh,* Menelaus, and the 
younger Onias. Already, in the time of Ezra and Nehemiah, 
they had given occasion for the charge that the highest 
officials had been foremost in breaking the Theocratic laws, 
and had even sought to turn parts of the Temple into a 
splendid family mansion. 2 They had coquetted and debased 
their offices to win favour with the Ptolemies and the Syrian 
kings; they had held back, in cold, selfish worldliucss, 
from taking a vigorous part in the glorious Maccaba'un 
struggle, and now truckled to heathen procurators, or a 
half heathen king, to preserve their honours and vested in¬ 
terests. To please Herod, they had admitted Simon Boethus, 
the Alexandrian, the father of the king’s young wdfe, to the 
high priesthood, from which a strict Jew, Jesus the son of 
Phabi, had been expelled, to make room for him. They had 
even shown frank and hearty submission and loyalty to 
Rome. 


The nation, with its chosen religious leaders, the Pharisees 
—the representatives of the “ Saints ” who had conquered in 
the great war of religious independence—never forgot the 
faint-heartedness and treachery of the priestly nobles in 
that magnificent struggle. Their descent might secure them 
hereditary possession of the dignified offices of the Church, 
and there might still be a charm in their historical names; 
but they were regarded with open distrust and aversion 
by the nation and the Phurisces alike, and hud to make 
many concessions to Pharisaic rules to protect themselveB 
from actual violence. 

The strict fanatical heads of the synagogue—the leaders of 
the people—and the cold and polished Temple aristocracy, 
were thus bitterly opposed, and it added to the keennoss of 
the dislike that the dreams by the Rabbinical, or Pharisaic 
party, of a restored Theocracy, could only be realized throughl 
the existing organization of the priesthood, of which the in¬ 
different Sadducees had the control. 

* Ant., xviii. 3. 4. Acts iv. 1-3; v. 17. I 

* Ezra ix. 2. Nell. xiii. 7. I 
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Theological hatred, the bitterest of all passions, added addi¬ 
tional intensity to this political opposition. The Sadducees 
had no inclination to be taught their duty by the Rabbis of 
village synagogues, and rejected the whole body of Pharisaic 
tradition and jurisprudence, taking for .their only authority 
the written Law of Moses, though to this were generally 
added some traditions of their own. As the highest dig¬ 
nitaries of the Theocracy, and members of families which 
had officiated in the Temple of Solomon itself, they disdained 
to be taught what was lawful in Israel, or to accept the hair¬ 
splitting refinements of the democratic and puritan Pharisees. 
To the constantly increasing decisions and requirements of 
the Rabbis, they stolidly opposed the venerable letter of the 
ancient Law. That their creed was cold and rationalistic, 
compared to that of the Rabbis, was, perhaps, the result of 
this attitude, but was not its cause. The instinctive conser¬ 


vatism of “ the first in rank,” inevitably took its stand on 
the original documents of the Law in opposition to the heated 
exaggerations of the plebeian schoolmen. Both sides vaunted 
their orthodoxy. 1 The Sadducees were as deeply committed 
to support the Theocracy as their popular rivals, for it was 
the basis of their dignities, their wealth, and even their 

_ O’ * 

existence. Fierce controversies, often culminating in blood¬ 
shed, marked the equal devotion of both to their respective 
opinions, and these opinions themselves illustrated the position 
of the two parties. The Sadducees uniformly fell back on 
the letter of the Law, the prescriptive rights of the Temple, 
and the glory of the priesthood ; the Pharisees, on the other 
hand, not only maintained the authority of the Rabbinical 
traditions, the value of sacred acts apart from the interposi¬ 
tion of the priest, but advocated popular interests generally. 

The contrast between the spirit of the two parties showed 
itself prominently in the harsh tenacity with which the 
Temple aristocracy held to the letter of the Mosaic Law in 
its penalties, as opposed to the milder spirit in which the 


Pharisees interpreted them, in accordance with the spirit of 
the times The Pharisees, for example, explained the Mosaic 


demand—an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth 2 —meta¬ 


phorically, and allowed recompense to be made in money, 
but their rivals insisted on exact compliance. The Sad¬ 
ducees required that the widow should literally spit in the 
face of the brother-in-law who refused her the Levirate mar* 


1 Ant., xvii. 2. 4; xviii. 1. 4. 


2 Deut. xxii. 24. 
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riage rights, 1 but it was enough for the Pharisees that she 
spat on the ground before him. The Pharisees permitted 
the carcass of a beast that had died 3 to be used for any 
other purpose than food, to save loss to the owner, but the 
Sadducees denounced the penalties of uncleanness on so lax ' 
a practice. They sternly required a false witness to be 
put to death, according to the letter of the Law, even'if his 
testimony had done the accused no injury, and many did 
not even shrink from carrying out the reasoning of the 
Rabbis, that, as two witnesses were always required to con¬ 
demn the accused, both witnesses should always be executed 
when any perjury had been committed in the ease.' 1 

This blind insistance on the letter of laws which ages had 
made obsolete, fixed on the Sadducees the name of 44 The • 
Condemning Judges,” and Josephus testifies that they were i 
more ruthless in their judicial decisions than any other r 
Jews. 4 The Pharisees, on the other hand, had for their j 
axiom the saying of Joshua Ben Perachia—“Judge every- I 
thing on the presumption of innocence; ” or that of Hillcl— « 
44 Put yourself in your neighbour’s place before you judge I 
him.” Hence, a prisoner congratulated himself when he fl 
saw on his judges, opposite him, the broad phylactery of the I 
Pharisee, and not the white robe of the priestly Sadducee. I 
Both our Lord and St. Paul had the multitude stirred up I 
against them by the Pharisees, but they were condemned I 
by Sadducee judges, and it was Sadducee judges who mur- I 
dered St. James. 6 H 

This relentless ferocity of priestly Houses, who rested on I 
the favour of the rich and titled few, w r as dictated only by I 
the class interests of the Temple nobility, whose claims and I 
privileges could not be justified except by the blind main- I 
tenance of things as they were. Resolute unyielding immo- ■ 
bility was their only safety; the least innovation seemed an Ih 

omen of revolution. t 

k 

But there were even deeper grounds of dislike and oppo- lb 
sition. The Pharisees, as the hereditary representatives of fa 
Puritans who had delivered the nation in the great struggle ■ 
against Syria, looked forward with touching though fana* p 
iical yearning, to the realization of the prophecies of Daniel, e 
which, as they understood them, promised that Israel, under fa 

V W 

■ 

1 Dent. xxv. 9. 5 Lev. vii. 24. I 

• Gjatz, Geseh. d Jud., 2 Auf. vol. iii. p. 459. 4 Ant., xx. 9. L 

1 Derenbourp, p. 200. Renan, Vie de Jitu*, p. 46. | 
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the Messiah, and with it, themselves, should be raised “ to 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom; that all peoples, 
nations, and languages should serve Him, and that His 
kingdom should be everlasting.” 1 They believed that this 
national triumph would be inaugurated so soon as Israel, on 
its part, carried out to the full the requirements of the 
ceremonial law, as expounded in their traditions. It was a 
matter of formal covenant, in which the truth and righteous¬ 
ness—that is, the justice, of Jehovah were involved. The 
morals they demanded might be only mechanical, and their 
observances a mere slavery to rites and forms ; but they be¬ 
lieved that if they fulfilled their part, God must needs fulfil 
His, and they strove hard to make the nation, like them¬ 
selves, “ blameless,” touching this righteousness ; 2 that they 
might claim Divine interposition as a right. The zeal of the 
Pharisee for the Law was, thus, a mere hired service, with 
all the restlessness, exaggeration, emulation, and moral 
impurity, inseparable from a mercenary spirit. 

To this dream of the future, the Sadducees opposed a stolid 
and contemptuous indifference. Enjoying the honours and 
good things of the world, they had no taste for a revolution 
which should introduce, they knew not what, in the place of 
a state of things with which they were quite contented. 
Their fathers had had no such ideas, and the sons ridiculed 
them. They not only laughed aside the Pharisaic notion of 
righteousness, as identified with a life of minute and endless 
observance, but fell back on the Mosaic Law, and mocked 
at the Messianic hope from which the zeal of their rivals had 
sprung. “ The Sadducees,” says Josephus, “ believe that the 
soul dies with the body, and recognise no authority "but that 
of the Law. 3 Good was to be done for its own sake, not for 
reward in the Messianic kingdom, or at the resurrection of 
the dead.” “ The Sadducees,” says Rabbi Nathan, 4 “ use 
daily, vessels of gold and silver, not for pride, but because 
the Pharisees torment themselves in this life, though they 
will have nothing in the next.” h As to the world to come, 
they left it doubtful, maintaining, in opposition to the Phari¬ 
sees, if the words in the Talmud be not an interpolation, that 
it could not be proved from the Books of Moses. 5 They even 
went the length of inventing difficulties which they supposed 
involved in the resurrection of the dead. 6 “ They believe 

1 Dan. vii. 14. 2 Phil. iii. 6. 3 Ant., xviii. 1. 4. 

4 Geiger, Unchrift , p. 105, note. 6 Derenbourg , p. 131. 

* Matt. xxii. 23. 
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neither in the resurrection, nor in angel, nor spirit, but tlie 
Pharis cos confess both,” says St. Luke. 1 

To all this was added the embitterment of opposite views 
on the great subject of human freedom and Divine fore¬ 
knowledge. Like all puritans, the Pharisees exalted the 
latter though they did not deny the former. They had 
a profound belief in Providence, understanding by it that 
they themselves were the favourites of Jehovah, and could 
count on His taking their side. “ The Sadducees,” says 
Josephus, “ maintain that there is no such thing as pre¬ 
destination, and deny that human affairs are regulated by 
it, maintaining that our destiny rests with ourselves; that 
we are the cause of our own good fortune, and bring evil on 
us by our own folly.” - They were, in fact, mere men of the 
world, believing only in the present; the Pharisees were 
mystics, to whom the future and the supernatural were all- 
important. 

The nation zealously supported the Pharisees. The spirit 
of the age was against the Sadducees. The multitude dis¬ 
liked to hear that what the Maccabeeans had defended with 

yielded cheerfully to the 
5, for, the more burden¬ 
some the duties required, the greater the future reward for 
performance. The Pharisees, moreover, were part of the 
people, mingled habitually with them as their spiritual 
guides, and were the examples of exact obedience to their 
own precepts. Their Messianic dreams were of national 
glory, and thus the crowd saw in them the representatives 
of their own fondest aspirations. The Sadducees—isoluted, 
haughty, harsh, and unnational—were hated; their rivals 
honoured and followed. The extrav'agances and the hypo¬ 
crisy of some might be ridiculed, but they were the accepted 
popular leaders. 8 

Indeed, apart from all other considerations, the fact thati 
the Sadducees supported zealously every government in; 
turn, was enough to set the people against them. Instead< 
of this, the Pharisees shared and fostered the patriotic undi 
religious abhorrence of the Roman supremacy, and werei 
sworn enemies of the hated Herodian family. The resultj 
was that, in the words of Josephus, “ the Pharisees had sucho 

1 Acts xxiii. 8. 3 Ant , xiii. 5. 9. 

3 Hamrath, vol. i. pp. 117-132. Derenbourg, pp. 127-139, 157- 
lt>8, 104. Herzog , vol. xii. p. 475. 
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an influence "with the people, that nothing could be done 
about Divine worship, prayers, or sacrifices, 1 except accord¬ 
ing to their wishes and rules, for the community believed 
they sought only the loftiest and worthiest aims alike in 
word and deed. The Sadducees were few in number ; and 
though they belonged to the highest ranks, had so little 
influence, that when elected to office, they were forced to 
comply with the ritual of the Pharisees from fear of the 

people.” 

There were, doubtless, many priests who were not Sad¬ 
ducees—men serving God humbly ; devoted to their sacred 
duties, and living in full sympathy of thought and life with 
the Pharisees. 2 In the disputes with Jesus, we may be 
sure that many such Pharisaic priests—the great company, 
perhaps, who, within a short time after His death, became 
“ obedient to the Paith ” 3 —took no part in the fierce malignity 
of their brethren. But now, for the first time, the Sad¬ 
ducees—haughty clerical aristocrats of the Temple—joined 
with the hated vulgar Pharisees of the synagogue to accom¬ 
plish the destruction of the new Teacher. It was the most 
ominous sign of the beginning of the end that had yet 
appeared. 

Eager for a fresh dispute, the strange allies, very likely 
fresh from Jerusalem, no sooner found that He had returned, 
than they sallied forth 4 to open a discussion. “You claim,” 
said they, “to be a teacher come from God, and have given 
many ‘ signs ’ that you are so in the miracles you have per¬ 
formed. But all these signs have been untrustworthy, for 
we know that the earth and even the air is filled with 
demons. It is quite possible that the prince of the devils, to 
deceive men into supporting your claims, may have given you 
power for a time over these demons, and thus all that you 
have done may be only a dark plot to ruin us. The 
Egyptian magicians did miracles, but our fathers refused to 
believe even many of the wonders wrought by Moses, for they 
might have been achieved only by magic and incantations. 3 
A sign from heaven, however, is different. It is beyond the 
power of devils : ‘ they can neither shine like the sun, nor 
give light like the moon, nor give rain unto men.’ 6 Our 
Rabbis tell us that when the King-Messias comes, and the 

1 Ant., xviii. 1. 3, 4. 2 Berenhourg, p. 121. 

8 Acts vi. 7. 4 Mark viii. 10-12. 

, B Maimonides, in Sepp, vol. v. p. 62. 6 Baruch vi. 53, 66. 
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great war between Gog and Magog begins, signs from heaven 
will appear. 1 We are not to expect Him till a rainbow has 
spanned the world and filled it with light. 2 Give us bread 
from heaven, as Moses did ; or signs in the sun and moon, like 
Joshua; or call down thunder and hail, like Samuel; or live 
and rain, like Elijah ; or make the sun turn buck, like Isnial ; 
or let us hear the Bath Kol which came to Simon the Just-- 
tliat we may believe you.” 3 

But Jesus knew the men with whom he had to do, and 
would hold as little communication with them as possible. 
The tempter had long before urged Him to make a vain dis¬ 
play of His supernatural power in support of His claims ; but 
as it was monstrous that miracles should be thrown away on 
the prince of darkness, or wrought at his will, it was no less 
so to work them at the bidding of men filled with his spirit. 
The worth of proof depends on the openness to conviction. 
He had already said that to cast pearls before wild swine w'as 
only to invite them to turn and rend you. No “ sign ” could 
avail where there was no sympathy. The truth He came to 
proclaim appealed to the heart, and must be its own evidence, 
winning its way, by its own Divine beauty, into humble and 
ready breasts. External proofs could only establish external 
facts. 


With biting irony He turned on them in a few brief incisive 
sentences. “ How’ is it that ye, who are so skilled in tho 
signs of the heavens, are so dull to read those around you P 
You watch the sky, and talk of signs in it. In the evening 
you say, ‘ Fair weather, for the sky is red ; ’ aud in the morn¬ 
ing, ‘Foul weather to-day, for the sky is red nnd lowering.’ 
When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say, * There 
comes a shower; * when you see a south wind blowing, you say 
‘ There will be heat.’ 41 You pretend to tell, by the way tho 
smoke blows on the last evening of the Feast of Tabernacles, 
what weather there will be for the year. If it turn north¬ 
ward, you say there will be much rain, and the poor will 
rejoice ; if it turn south, you say that the rich will rejoice and 
the poor mourn, for there will be little rain; if it turn east¬ 
ward, all will rejoice ; if westward, all mourn. 6 If God have 
been so gracious to men as to give signs of fair weather, of 


* Talmud, Sabbat ., f. 139. 1. 2 Sohar. Gen., f. 63. 2. 

* Itosienmiiller, vol. i. p. 328. Faulu*, vol. ii. p. 328. Sepp, vol. v. p. 

66. Lightfoot, Hor. Heb., vol. ii pp. 231, 421. 

* Matt. xvi. 1-4. Luke xii. 54-57. 

* Lightfoot, Hor. Heb., vol. ii. p. 231. 
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wind, and of rain, how much more must He have given signs 
of the near approach of the Messiah ? You are diligent to 
excess in studying the sky, but you ask signs of my being 
the Messiah, as if none had been given, when many unmis¬ 
takable ones invite you in your own Scriptures, in the events 
of the day, the preaching of John, and in my own miracles, 
teaching, and life. 1 An evil and adulterous generation seeks 
after a sign of the approach of the kingdom of God, of its own 
choosing, while it is blind to those around it, that the Messiah 
must come, if the nation is not to perish. I will give you no 
sign but that of the prophet Jonah; for as the warning of his 
words was the only one given to the Ninevites, my preaching 
will be the only sign given to you. It is its own evidence. 
Apart from my miracles, my life and the Divine and heavenly 
truth I preach, are sufficient proof that I am sent by God. 
Hereafter, indeed, Jonah will become a sign in another sense; 
for as He was three days and three nights in the whale’s 
belly, so I, when put to death, shall be the same time in the 
grave.” 

So saying, He left them. It was clearly unsafe to stay in 
their neighbourhood. Henceforth He could only lead a 
fugitive outlawed life, and with a deep sigh at the hopeless¬ 
ness of winning over men blinded by prejudice and hardened 
in heart, He entered the boat once more and crossed the 
lake to the lonely and secure eastern side. 


1 Rosenm tiller’s Scholia on New Test., vol. i. p. 329. 



CHAPTER XLVI. 

IN FLIGBT ONCE MORE. 

r 11HE renewed attempt to involve Jesus in a damaging 

dispute had failed. He had not made an ostentations 
display of supernatural power at the bidding of His enemies, 
but had turned sharply on them, and had left them discom¬ 
fited before the multitude. They had hoped to have depre¬ 
ciated Him, as a mere unauthorized intruder into the office 
of Rabbi, and to have had an easy triumph, but His modest, 
yet dignified and keen retort^had put them to shame. Their 
bitterness against One, now hated and feared more than ever, 
was so much the greater. 

His departure that autumn evening might well have sad¬ 
dened His heart. It was His final rejection on the very spot 
where He had laboured most, and He was leaving it, to 
return indeed, for a passing visit, but never to appear again 
publicly, or to teach or work miracles. As the boat swept 
out into the lake, and the whole scene opened before Him— 
the white beach, the green plain, the wooded hills behind, 
the white houses reflected in the water, and over them the 
stately synagogue, in which He had taught so often and done 
such mighty acts—it was no wonder that He sighed deeply 
in spirit, borne down by the thought of the darkened mind, 
the perverted conscience, and the stony heart that had re¬ 
jected the things of their peace. 

Sitting in the boat amidst His disciples He was still 
full of such thoughts. They had heard His word? to His 
enemies, but they did not seem to have realized all the danger 
implied in the incident. Many had been led away from 
Him by the deceitful slanders, or specious arguments, of the 
hierarchical party, and it was well that they should be put 
on their guard. 

“ Take heed, beware,” said He solemnly, “ of the leaven of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees, and of the party of Herod.” 1 

1 Matt. xvi. 6-12. Mark viii. 14-21. 
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having’-come without 


It so happened, however, that in their hurried flight, having 
had no time to lay in provisions, there was only one loaf in 
the boat, and with the childishness of uneducated minds, they 
at once fancied He referred to their 
bread. At the well of Samaria they had thought he referred 
to common food when He spoke of the meat of the soul; 
they had been as dull in catching the metaphor of His flesh 
being the bread of life, and hereafter they were to think only 
of natural rest when he spoke of the dead Lazarus as sleep- 

Reflection, like continuity of thought, comes only with 
mental training. The uncultured mind, whether old or 
young, learns slowly. They might have remembered, from 
the twice repeated miraculous feedings of the multitude, that 
it was indifferent how little they had with them when their 
Master was in their midst, but it needs a thoughtfulness and 
depth beyond that of average fishermen and peasants, such 


mg. 


as they were, to reason and reflect. “ He tells us 


5 


they 


whispered, “that if we buy bread from a Pharisee or a Sad- 
ducee, the bread would defile us, as it would if we bought it 
from a Samaritan.” 1 So rude was the spiritual material 
from which Jesus had to create the founders of Christianity! 

“ 0 ye of little faith,” interrupted He, “ why do ye reason 
among yourselves because ye have no loaves F Are your 
hearts hardened that you cannot understand ? Have you 
forgotten when I broke the five loaves among the five thou¬ 
sand, and the seven among the four thousand, how many 
baskets and wallets full of fragments ye took up ? How 
could you think you would ever want after that, whether we 
had bread with us or not ? Do you not see that when I 
spoke of leaven I was thinking not of loaves but of instruc¬ 
tion ? Beware of the teaching of the Pharisees, Sadducees, 
and Herodians, 2 about me or about religion. They would 
gladly fill your minds with slanders and misleading fancies ; 
draw you away from me, and corrupt your hearts by their 
superstition and religious acting, and self-righteous pride, or 
by their worldliness and unbelief.” 

The course of the boat was directed to the head of the 
lake, to Bethsaida, newly re-named Julias by the tetrarch 
Philip, in honour of the daughter of Augustus, his patron. 
The old name of the village had not yet, however, been lost. 


1 Rofenmiiller’s Scholia on New Test., vol. i. p. 331. Hot. Heb., vol< 
ii. ]). *233. Buxtorf. Syn Jnd., p. 401. 

- Wieseler’s Beit r (ige , p. 124. Godwyn’s Aaron and J loses, p. 61. 
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It was on the route to the district to which Jesus was hurry¬ 
ing, and might well have detained Him as a resting place 
under other circumstances. Lying on the green hill above 
the plain of Batiha—the Rcene of the miraculous feeding—it 
overlooked, at a short distance, the entrance of the Jordan 
into the lake. To the west stretched the w r ide tract of black 
basalt, rough and barren, reaching from the marshes of 
Jordan—dotted with buffaloes luxuriating in the mire—to 
Chorazin and Capernaum. To the south rose the bare table¬ 
land on the east of the lake, and the town itself, boasting the 
splendid tomb just built by Philip, for his own use, was not 
wanting in beauty. 1 But Jesus had no leisure to stay, nor 
was there an inducement in any kindly bearing of the popu¬ 
lation towards Him. He had often taught in their streets 
and synagogue, and had lived in their houses, 2 and done 
many mighty works before them, yet, like the people of 
Chorazin and Capernaum, they had listened to their Rabbis 
rather than to Him, and had refused to repent. There still, 
however, were some who had better thoughts, and these, 
seeing Him enter the town, hurriedly brought a bliud man, 
that He might touch and heal him. Even in a place that 
would not hear Him, His tender heart could not withhold its 
pity. It would have attracted notice when it was most to 
be avoided had He healed the sufferer in the public street, 
and, therefore, taking him by the hand, he led him into the 
fields outside. The cure might have been wrought by a word, 
but He chose to use the same simple form as in the case of the 
dumb man in the Decapolis. Touching the blind eyes with 
His moistened finger, perhaps to arrest the wandering 
thoughts and predispose him to trust in the Healer, He asked 
the blind man “ if he saw aught ? ” The supernatural power 
of the touch had had due effect. With upturned eyes, the 
hitherto blind could see indistinctly. Men moved before him, 
in undefined haze, like trees.* The partial cure must liavo 
strengthened his faith, and thus prepared him for perfect 
restoration. Another touch and he could see clearly, far and 
near. 8 “ Go to your home,” said Jesus, “ without returning 
to the town, and tell no one about it.” b The less publicity 
given to His acts or words, the safer for Christ. 

The retreat to which Jesus was making was the town of 
CflBsarea Philippi. It lay on the north-east of the reedy 

1 Thomson l.and and Book , p. 360, Rohr’s Paltitina , p. 126. 
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and marshy plain of El Huleh. It was close to Dan, the 
extreme north of the bounds of ancient Israel, as Beersheba 
was the extreme south. Almost on a line with Tyre, it was 
thus, far out of the reach of the Rabbis and High Priests. A 
town, Baa-l-Gad—named from the Canaanite god of fortune 
—had occupied the site from immemorial antiquity; but 
Philip having rebuilt it splendidly, three years before Christ’s 
birth, had called it Caesarea, in honour of Augustus, in ac¬ 
cordance with the prevailing flattery of the Emperor. It 
had been the pleasure of his peaceful reign to adorn it with 
altars, votive images, and statues, 1 and his own name had 
been added by the people, to distinguish it from the Caesarea 
on the sea-coast. 2 Nineteen years before Christ’s birth, 
Herod the Great, Philip’s father, in grateful acknowledg¬ 
ment of the gift of the districts of Panias and IJlatha, 
adorned the spot with a grand temple of white marble, 
dedicated to the Emperor, who, while still alive, was thus 
deified by the king of the Jews. The worship of the shepherd 
god Pan, to whom a cave out of which burst the waters of 
the Jordan, was sacred, had given its second name, Panias 
—now, Banias— to the place. It was one of the loveliest 
spots in the Holy Land, built on a terrace of rock, part of 
the range of Hermon, w’hich rose behind it seven or eight 
thousand feet. Countless streams murmured down the 
slopes, amidst a unique richness and variety of flower, and 
shrub, and tree. The chief source of the Jordan still bursts 
in a full silver-clear stream from a bottomless depth of 
water, in the old cave of Pan, at the foot of the mountain, 
beneath a high perpendicular wall of rock, adorned with 
niches once filled with marble Naiads of the stream and 
Satyrs of the woods, and with countless votive tablets; but 
now strewn round with the ruins of the ancient temple of the 
god. Thick woods still shade the channel of the young 
liver. Oaks and olive groves alternate with pastures and 
fields of grain, and high over all rises the old castle of Banias, 
perhaps the “ Tower of Lebanon that looketh towards 
Damascus,” of the Song of Solomon. 3 

To this scene Jesus had now come, and might have found 
in the beauty of nature a balm for His tired and stricken 
heart, had he been free to think of such outward charms. 

1 Ant. xv. 10. 3. Bell. Jud., i. 21. 3 ; iii. 10. 7. Vita, 13. Renar\ 
chap. viii. 

2 W<hr, p. 183. Thomson, p. 228. Furrer, p. 362, 

3 Song of Sol. vii. 4. 
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From the hill on which the town stood—one of the lower 
spurs of Hermuu—the view ranged over all northern 
Palestine, from the plains of Pheuicia to the hills of Samaria. 
In the north-west rose the dark gigantic mountain foims of 
Lebanon; to the south stretched out the rich table-land of 
the Hauran. From Hermon, not from Zion, or the Mount of 
Olives, one beholds “ the good land, the land of brooks, of 
waters, of fountains, of depths that spring out of the valleys 
and hills ; a land of wheat and barley, and vines, and lig-trees, 
and pomegranates; a land of oil olive and honey .” 1 Far 
and near the surpassingly fruitful landscape was watered by 
sparkling brooks flowing into the main stream of Jordan, 
here only twenty steps broad. So far back as the days of 
the Judges, the children of Dan, wandering hither from the 
south, had found it wanting in nothing that earth could give. 
Wheat fields alternated with fields of barley, maize, sesame, 
and rice, olive orchards, meadows, and flowery pastures—the 
delight of countless bees; and the slopes were covered with 
woods, vocal with the songs of birds. 

But even Jesus had few thoughts, at such a time, for mere 
rural glories. He was a fugitive and outlaw, rejected by 
the nation He had come to redeem ; safe only because He was 
outside the bounds of Israel, in a heathen region. It was 
clear that His public work was virtually over, for even in 
Galilee, where multitudes had followed Him, His popularity 
had waned under the calumnies of the Rabbis, and His steady 
refusal to sanction the popular conception of the Messiah. 
From the moment they had seen that He sought only spirit ual 
aims, and was not a second Judas the Galiheun, they had 
gone back to their own teachers, who favoured the national 
views, and instead of demanding repentance and a new life, 
recognised their race as the favourites of Jehovah, and the 
predestined heirs of the Messiah’s Kingdom. The death of 
the Baptist foretold Christ’s own fate. The crisis of His life 
had come. If He had won few true followers, He had 
securely founded the New Kingdom of God. It might indeed, 
as yet, be but a seed in the great field of the world, or a 
speck of leaven in the vast mass of humanity ; but the seed 
would multiply itself to the ends of the earth, and the leaven 
would slowly but surely spread, age after age, through the 
whole race of man. His own death would now no longer bo 
fatal to the New Society; the germ of its fullest development 

1 Dent. viii. 7, 8. 
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would survive in the bosom of the Twelve, and of the other 
faithful souls who had received Him. 

But it was necessary that the band, to whom the spread of 
His Kingdom after His death would be entrusted, should be 
confirmed in their faith, and enlightened by explicit dis¬ 
closures of His spiritual dignity and His relations to them¬ 
selves. There was much, even in their humble and honest 
hearts, that needed correction and elevation. They were 
Jews, trained in the theology of His enemies, and still 
unconsciously influenced by it to a gTeat extent. 

The conceptions of Jesus respecting His kingdom were 
utterly different from theirs, and therefore He had not, as 
yet, formally claimed the title of Messiah, even in the circle 
of the Twelve, though He had never hesitated to accept Mes¬ 
sianic homage when it was offered. Once, to the Samaritan 
woman, and once, by silent assent, to the Twelve, He had 
assumed the awful dignity, and the whole spirit of His teaching 
and life implied His claim to it. But, even to the Apostles, 
there had been a reticence and caution, that He might not 
anticipate the development of their religious nature, and 
disclose a mystery they were, as yet, unable to receive. 
Before the people at large He had never assumed the Messiah- 
ship, for, with their gross political ideas, to have done so 
would have been to bring Himself into collision with the 
State at once. He had even, as far as possible, kept His 
supernatural work in the background, shunning publicity as 
a worker of miracles, and leaving the progress of His Kingdom 
rather to the Divine beauty of His teaching and life. To have 
put Himself forward, from the first, as the Messiah, would 
have closed at once all avenues of influence; for He was in 
every way the very opposite of the national ideal. They 
expected their race to be exalted to supreme honour and 
power; He sought to humble them to the lowliest contrition. 
They expected that, under the Messiah, the heathen would 
bow before Israel; He proclaimed that the heathen were to 
have equal rank and rights with “ the people of God.” They 
expected that the traditions of the Rabbis, with their infinite 
observances, were to be made the law for all countries and 
ages ; He announced their utter abrogation, and the establish¬ 
ment, with men at large, of a new covenant of filial liberty, in 
place of the old covenant with a single people. They expected 
a sudden and violent political convulsion, heralded by a 
disturbance of the order of nature by unprecedented signs 
and wonders in the heavens and on earth, and of the history 
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of nations; He taught that the Messianic Kingdom would l>e 
brought about only by the silent might of words, and of the 
Spirit of God, renewing all natural and moral relations of men, 
but only by a slow and well-nigh imperceptible advance. Not 
only the nation, but even the Twelve, had utterly to unlearn 
the fixed ideas of the past, before a spiritual Messiahship 
could be welcome to them. How difficult that was, is shown 
by the request of Salome, the mother of James and John, after 
the disciples had openly acknowledged their Leader as the 
Messiah, that her two sons should sit in the high places of 
honour, on the right and left of the Messianic throne . 1 

In the conscious Divinity of His nature, Jesus had never 
yet asked the Twelve any question respecting Himself, but 
it was necessary, now that the end was approaching, that 
they should know Him in His true dignity. He must re¬ 
veal Himself definitely as the Messiah, and be formally 
accepted as such. To have confined Himself, like John, to 
the announcement of the kingdom of God as at hand, would 
have left that kingdom incomplete, and have created ex¬ 
pectations of the future advent of some other as its Head. 
Without a personal centre round which to gather, all that 
He had done would speedily fade away. He Himself, in 
the matchless beauty of His life, and the infinite attractive¬ 
ness of His self-sacrificing death, must necessarily be the 
abiding soul of the New Society through all ages, for its 
fundamental principle, from the first, had been personal 
love towards Him. His words, His whole life, His voluntary 
humiliation, the transcendent self-restraint and self-denial 
which had used unlimited supernatural power only for 
others, and had submitted to poverty, obscurity, and op¬ 
position, erelong to culminate in the endurance of a violent 
death for the good of mankind, raised Him to a Divine and 
perfect ideal of love and goodness, which, of itself, pro¬ 
claimed Him the King—that is, the Messiah—in the new 
kingdom He had founded. “ The love of Christ ” was to be 
the watchword of His followers in all ages; the sentiment 
that would nerve them to endure triumphantly the bitterest 
persecutions, and even death ; that would constrain them to 
life-long devotion to His cause, in obedience to His com¬ 
mands, and in imitation of His example. The words of a I 
future disciple, St. Paul, would be only the utterance of all I 
others worthy the name, in every age : “ The love of Christ I 
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constraineth us .” 1 With St. John, they would “ love Him 
because He first loved us.” 2 He had established a kingdom, 
for the first and only time in history, on personal love to 
the founder, and it was necessary that He sholild definitely 
reveal Himself in His spiritual relation to it as, henceforth, 
its recognised Messiah-King. 

A crisis so momentous in the development of His great 
work must have profoundly affected a nature, sensitive and 
holy, like His. His whole life was an unbroken communion 
with His rather in Heaven, but there were moments when 
this passion of the soul appeared to grow more intense. His 
human weakness, though unstained by evil, was fain to 
strengthen itself by drawing near to His Father above, with 
whom every beat of His thoughts moved in undisturbed 
and awful harmony. In all His temptations, He had ever 
betaken Himself to prayer, and this was a moment of unspeak¬ 
able sublimity. For Israel had now rejected Him, and there 
rose before Him only the vision of the Cross. His Kingdom, 
more clearly than ever, was to go forth to conquer the 
world, from the gates of His opened grave, and He had, 
therefore, while yet with them, to take His seat as the 
Messiah-King among those in whom that kingdom saw its 
first subjects. 

He had, thus, been absorbed in thought and separated in 
fervent prayer, as they passed from town to town on His 
northward journey, until at last they reached the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Caesarea Philippi . 3 There, He once more went 
aside, in some lonely spot among the rich wooded valleys, 
for solitary devotion. Before He returned to the Twelve, He 
had determined to delay no longer a full self-revelation; to 
throw aside the veil, and openly assume the Messiahship 
which had long been silently ascribed to Him in His little 
circle, and as silently accepted, without a formal and definite 
investiture. 

“ Whom do men say that I, the Son of man, am ? ” sufficed 
to introduce the momentous topic. The answer showed how 
little He had been understood, and how utterly the fixed 
national idea of a Messiah had darkened the general mind. 
“ Some say, with Antipas, the spirit of John the Baptist has 
entered Thee, and that Thou workest through it, or that 
Thou art John himself, risen from the dead, and appearing 

1 2 Cor. v. 14. 2 1 John iv. 19. 

* Matt. vi. 13-20. Mark viii. 27-30. Luke ix. 18-21. 
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under another name; some, that Thou art Elias, who, liko 
Enoch, has never died, but was taken up alive to heaven, 
and has now returned in the body, as Malachi predicted, to 
prepare for the Messiah ; some, that Thou art Jeremiah, come 
to reveal the Ark and the sacred vessels which he hid in 
Mount Nebo, and thus inaugurate the approachiug reign of 
the Messiah; or one of the prophets, sent from the other 
world by God, as a herald of the Coming One .” 0 They could 
not add that any regarded Him as the Messiah. His refusal 
to appeal to force, and head a political revolution, had caused 
an almost universal repudiation of the thought. 

Jesus expressed neither sorrow nor displeasure at such an 
utter failure to recognise His true character and dignity. He 
had been the subject of the keenest interest and discussion, 
from His relation to the Expected One, and this, of itself, pro¬ 
mised a rich result, when His followers, after His departure, 
directed the minds of men to a clearer conception of the 
Messianic kingdom. He Himself knew His rightful glory 
and was unaffected by any popular judgment. But He had 
now to obtain from the lips of the Twelve—the special 
witnesses of His life and daily words—a higher confession, 
which He knew they only needed a question from Him to 
utter gladly. “ But whom say ye that I am ? ” Instantly 
from the lips of Simon Peter, the impulsive, tender, loving, 
rock-like disciple, came all that the full heart of His Master 
waited to hear. “ Thou, my Master and Lord,” said he, 
doubtless with beaming joy, “ Thou art the Christ—Antah 
Mescliicha—the son of the living God.” Thus, in the out¬ 
skirts of the heathen town dedicated to the deified Augustus, 
Jesus w r as proclaimed, with no preparatory circumstance, in 
the privacy of a small band of Galilnean fishermen, as the 
King of the Universal Israel; here, a fugitive wdiose only 
earthly crown was to be the one of thorns, He assumed pub¬ 
licly the empire of all the world, as the Messiah of God. 

The greatness and significance of this confession of Peter, 
made in the name of the Twelve, cannot be exaggerated. It 
was a striking advance towards realizing the great truth of 
the Incarnation, and the clear intelligence would one day 
follow' the open and ardent utterance of the heart. Hitherto 
Jesus had revealed Himself chiefly as the “ Son of man,” 
and “the Son of God;” but He now received from those 
who had been constantly with Him, as a faint acknowledg¬ 
ment of the conviction wrought by His life and words and 
mighty works, the formal inauguration os the Mcssiah-King 
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M a spiritual and deathless empire. Nathanael had, indeed, 
anticipated the great confession at the opening of His 
ministry , 1 and the disciples had recognised Him as the Son 
of God, on that wild night when they found that the form 
walking on the waves was not the Spirit of the storm, hut 
their loving Master, and when the very winds and waves 
were seen to obey Him . 3 But the time was not then ripe for 
His definite installation as Messiah, and the incidents passed 
off. Simon, also, had cheered His troubled soul, when the 
great secession of the disciples took place at Capernaum , 3 by 
an anticipation of His confession at Ctesarea Philippi, but 
He had, as it were, waived it aside. Now, however, He 
formally accepted what, hitherto, He had silently allowed; 
for the hour had come. 

m 

“ Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona,” said He; “ flesh and 
blood hath not revealed this to you ; you have not learned 
it from my lowly outward form, and it has come to you from 
no human teaching; my Father in Heaven has disclosed it 
to you.” As a deliberate confession of faith it was, indeed, 
amazing. The Twelve had been the daily witnesses of 
the human simplicity and poverty of His life, His home¬ 
lessness, His weary wanderings afoot, and all the circum¬ 
stances of His constant humiliation, which might well 
have counterbalanced the great memories their privileged 
intimacy had afforded, and obscured their spiritual signifi¬ 
cance. These last months had, moreover, surrounded Him 
with all the depreciations of a fugitive life. Yet the 
Apostles broke through the hereditary prejudice of their 
race, with whom tradition and absolute uniformity in reli¬ 
gious things had an inconceivable power,—they disregarded 
the judgment of their spiritual rulers and leaders ; rising 
above the utmost ideas of those around; and had seen, 
in their lowly rejected Master, the true Lord of the New 
Kingdom of God. Nor is the fact less wonderful that the life 
and words of Jesus, seen thus closely, should have created 
such a lofty and holy conception of His spiritual greatness, 
amidst all the counteractions of outward fact and daily fami- 
liarity. In spite of all, He was the Malka Meschicha—the 
King-Messiah—to those who had known Him best. 

The ardent, immovable devotion of Peter, the first to own 
his Master as Messiah, as He had been first in all other utter¬ 
ances of trust and reverence, won for itself an illustrious 

1 John i. 50. 3 Matt. xiv. 33. * John vi. 69. 
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tribute from Jesus. The weary sad heart, that had so much 
to grieve it, was tilled for the time with a pure and kingly 
joy at the proof thus given, that, at last, a true and solid 
beginning had been made. He had, doubtless, long yearned 
for a time when the Twelve would be advanced enough 
in spiritual things to allow Him to disclose His utmost 
thoughts and ultimate designs, and this time had now come. 
He had never yet spoken of the future government or organ¬ 
ization of the New Kingdom, as a visible communion, and 
did not propose to lay down any detailed laws even now. 
He hastened to tell Peter, however, that this Society,—His 
Church" or congregation, “called out” from the world at 
large, would be entrusted to him after His own decease. As 
buildings in the country around "were founded on a rock, 
that the floods and storms might not overthrow them, so it 
would be raised on the rock-like fidelity shown 
great confession. 

Turning to him, Christ continued, “ I have something to 
say that concerns you. You are to me, as when I first saw 
you,—Petros—the rock (petra) which I will make the founda¬ 
tion stone, when my Church, in which my followers will bo 
enrolled, is to be built. In its building you will do me the 
greatest service, like the stone on w r hich all others rest, itself 
resting on the firm rock beneath—which is Myself. On you 
and such rock-likc souls, it will rise, but on you first, and the 
gates of death will be powerless against it; for it shall outlive 
the grave and reach on into eternity. Fast closed as are 
the gates of the grave, they shall open wide to let forth 
my followers to the resurrection of the just, nor shall the 
powers of evil be able to overturn the New Society thus 
gathered. I have called you the rock on which I shall raise 
my Church®—I call you also the steward, to whom the charge 
of it is entrusted. As such I shall give you, after my ascent 
to heaven, the keys of it , 1 to admit such as you think worthy, 
both Jews and heathen, and to shut out those whom you 
think unfit. I commit to you, moreover, the government 
and discipline of its membership : whatever you forbid as un¬ 
becoming my kingdom, or as unfitting for membership in it, 
shall be as if forbidden by me, myself, in heaven; and what¬ 
ever yon permit, as not contrary to its welfare, or not exclud¬ 
ing from it, shall be as if I myself permitted it, from above. 
It will be left to your decision, which will be recognised 

1 See Isaiah xxii 22. O/rdrer, vol. i. p. 155. 
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bcfore God, what may be forbidden, as a hindrance to entry 
into mv Church oh earth, or unworthy of it; and what may 
be permitted, as not barring from its membership.”* How 
Peter exercised this honour in the Apostolic * Church was 
hereafter to be seen, when he rose as mouthpiece of the eleven 
in the election of a twelfth when he spoke for them on the 
Day of Pentecost, before the multitude, and by his constant 
mention as chief and foremost of the Apostles. Jesus was 
almost immediately to extend the same dignityand authority 
to the whole of the Twelve , 1 2 but Peter had just precedence 
in recognition of his worth and character. The figments of 


Roman creation, by which, from this tribute to his love and 
enthusiasm, a vast structure of priestly arrogance and usur¬ 
pation has been raised, need no notice in this place. 

The New Society was at last formally constituted, and 
provision made for its government and continuance after its 
founder’s death. Henceforth, He moved in the midst of the 
Twelve as the recognised Messiah, of whom they were the 
future designated envoys. 

But the approaching end of the great drama could not be 
left untold. Jerusalem was the one spot in which alone the 
work of Jesus could be completed. Galilee had been only 
the place of preparation. The Temple and its ministering 
priests, the Rabbis and the schools, were in the Holy City. 
David had reigned there, and there must the Messiah be 
declared, to vindicate the honour of God, and proclaim the 
new spiritual theocracy in the centre of the religious world. 
His work in Galilee was virtually over; for though not 
finished, it was hopelessly paralyzed and checked. He might 
return, but it would avail nothing against the conspiracy 
that everywhere faced Him. But in Jerusalem He had both 
to begin and to complete His work. He must go to the 
capital, for Galilee was in great measure closed against Him. 
He had assumed the Messiahship, and-he must needs pro¬ 
claim it openly before His enemies in their stronghold. He 
knew that only death awaited Him, but that death had been 
foreseen in the eternal counsels of God as the mysterious 
aton unent for the sins of the world. 

It would have been premature to have spread abroad the 
momentous incident of the ascription and formal acceptance 


1 Acts i. 15; ii. 14, 37, 38; iii. 1, 4, 12 ; iv. 8, 19; v. 3, 29 ; viii. 20; 
x. 5; xi. 2 ; xii. 5, etc., etc. 

2 Matt, xviii. 18. See Stanley’s Apostolic Age , pp. 152 fit. 
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of the title of Messiah. The Twelve must needs know the 
great truth, but the multitude must, for a time, be left to 
their own faneies. He was to be preached ns n crucified nml 
risen Saviour, not as a Jewish Messiah, and this could not 
be till the end had come. Nor did even the Apostles ns yet 
understand the Divine plan of salvation clearly enough, nml 
the Jews, moreover, might have taken advantage of the 
preaching, for seditious movements. So imperative was 
temporary Becrecy, indeed, that He gave the strictest in¬ 
junctions that no man should be told what had happened. 

The idea of a suffering Messiah, was, however, so wholly 
foreign to all prevailing conceptions, that it was indispens¬ 
able that the catastrophe at Jerusalem, foreseen by Jesus 
from the first, but now near at hand, should be made familiar 
t<) the Twelve, as part of the all-wise purpose of God in the 
development of the new spiritual kingdom. It has been a 
disputed point whether any of the Rabbis of Christ’s day had 
thought of the Messiah as destined to suffer and die* Beyond 
question some had applied to Him the passages of Isaiah, 
which speak of the servant of God as wounded for our trans¬ 
gressions, but it is equally certain that the idea had not only 
found no general acceptance, but was entirely opposed to the 
feeling of the nation. From this time, therefore, Jesus began 
systematically to prepare the Apostles for His approaching 
violent death, returning to the sad topic at every oppor¬ 
tunity ; that a truth so disagreeable and 60 contrary to their 
lifelong ideas might gradually become familiar to them ; 
and that they might come to feel that it was in accord¬ 
ance with the Divine plan of His kingdom. He had spoken 
of it before, but now threw aside all vagueness, and im¬ 
pressed it on them with the utmost distinctness ; doubtless, 
explaining from their own Scriptures, as He did afterwards to 
the disciples on the way to Emmaus, how the Christ needed 
to suffer these things, before entering into His glory . 1 To 
revolutionize fixed belief is never easy, for the will has to 
be persuaded as well as the understanding. Hitherto, their 
minds had not been prepared for 6 uch a shock, and even yet, 
as we shall often see, they were very slow to give up their 
pieconceptions, and realize what seemed so contradictory. 

It was impossible, however, to mistake the warnings of 
their Master, however hard it might be to reconcile them 

1 Luke xxiv. 26. Matt. xvi. 21-28. Mark viii. 31-38 ; ix. 1. Luke 
lx. 22-27. 
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with their own ideas. “ He must go to Jerusalem,” He said, 
“ and suffer many things of the elders, and chief priests, 
and scribes, and be killed, and after three days, rise again.” 
But so far were the Twelve from comprehending such an 
announcement, that Peter, too impulsive to wait for an 
opportunity of telling how much it distressed him, could not 
restrain his feelings. True to his character, he forthwith 
took Jesus by the hand, and led Him aside, to remonstrate 
with Him, and dissuade Him from a journey which would 
have such results. “ God keep this evil far from Thee, my 
Lord and Master ,” 11 said he. “ You must not let such things 
happen. They vrill utterly ruin the prospects of your king¬ 
dom, for they match ill with the dignity of the Messiah. If 
there be any danger such as you fear, why not use your 
supernatural power to preserve yourself and us. It is not 
to be endured that you should suffer such indignities.” It 
was the ver}' same temptation as the arch enemy had set 
before Christ in the wilderness,—to employ His Divine power 
for His own advantage, instead of using it, with absolute 
self-surrender, only to carry out the will of His Father. 
But, as ever before, it was instantly repelled. His quick, 
stern answer must have made Peter recoil, afraid. “ Get 
thee behind me,” said He, “out of my sight, thou tempter; 
thou art laying a snare for me; thy words show that in these 
things thou enterest not into the thoughts and plans of God, 
but considerest all things only from the ideas of men, with 
their dreams of ambition and human advantage.” Peter 
still fancied that Jesus would be an earthly monarch, and 
that the proper course to take, under the circumstances, was 
to oppose force with force. He had yet to learn that the 
kingdom of his Master was to be established by suffering 
and self-denial. 

It was a moment unspeakably solemn. Even the few 
faithful ones, ahd their very Coryphaeus—their leader and 
mouthpiece—while hailing Jesus as the Messiah, clung to 
the old national ideas, and could not reconcile them with 
His suffering and dying. He had rebuked the temptation 
which appealed to Him, as a man, so strongly, to take the 
ease and glory which invited Him, and to abandon the path 
of sorrow and lowliness, which might be the spiritual life of 
the w r orld, but was His own humiliation and martyrdom. It 
had been driven away from His stainless soul, like darkness 
from the sun, but its power in the minds, even of the Twelve, 
was only too clear. The truth, in all its repugnancy, must 

53 
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be forced on them more clearly than ever, that they might 
no longer continue with Him if it offended them ; for Ho 
‘would receive none as His disciples who did not cheerfully 
embrace a career of self-denial and absolute devotion, oven 
to the sacrifice of life, for His sake, with no prospect whatever 
of earthly reward. Nor would He even accept any ono 
willing, from a mercenary spirit, to suffer here that lie might 
receive a reward hereafter; for though such a reward was 
promised to those who were faithful to the end, absolute 
sincerity was required in His service. It must be the grate¬ 
ful, spontaneous expression of true love and devotion. 

Even in such an outlying district as that of Cccsarca 
Philippi, numbers of the population—for there were manv 
Jews in the region—had gathered to hear and see Him, and 
were near at hand at the moment. The test required from 
the Twelve was no less imperative for these; the “ floor ” 
must be thoroughly “fanned and cleansed” from all self-de¬ 
ception or designed hypocrisy. 

Without giving Peter time, therefore, to excuse himself, 
and leaving him to the shame of his reproof, Jesus called 
the people and the Apostles round Him, and continued tho 
subject on wdiich He had begun to speak. 

“ I must needs suffer,” said He, “ before I enter into my 
glory, but so must all who would be my followers. If any 
man propose to be my disciple, he must literally follow me 
in my path of humiliation and sorrow. Whatever would 
hinder absolute devotion and self-sacrifice must be given up. 
He must make me his one aim. All that stands in the way 
of undivided loyalty to me—the love of ease, of pleasure, 
and even of life—must be surrendered. The hopes and 
prospects which engage other men must be abandoned, and 
in their stead lie must, daily take up the sufferings and self- 
denials which come on him for iny sake, and liear them, as a 
man condemned to death bears the cross on which he is to 
die. I have set, and shall set him, the example I require him 
to follow. Any one who thinks he can be my disciple, and 
enter into my kingdom hereafter, and yet carry himself so in 
this evil time as to escape suffering and enjoy life and its 
comforts, deceives himself. If lie seek this life by denying 
my name, as he must needs do, in this age, to escape persecu¬ 
tion, he will lose life eternal. Hut he who is willing, for my 
sake, to sacrifice his natural desire for pleasure and case, 
and even to give up life itself, if required, will assuredly, 
receive everlasting life when I come in my kingdom. Hard 
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though this seem, it is the wisest and best thing you can do 
to comply heartily with it. What has a man in the end if, 
hr denying me for his worldly interests, he gain even the 
whole world, and lose that existence which alone is worthy 
the name ? Unprepared for the eternal life of my kingdom, 
and without a share in it: with his breath he loses not onlv 

t •/ 

all that he has, but himself as well. What gain here will 
repay him for the loss of the life hereafter ? 

I say this on good grounds, and with absolute truth. 
For, though now only a man like yourselves, I shall one 
day return in a very different form, with the majesty of my 
Father in heaven, and accompanied by legions of angels, to 
recompense every one according to his works. In that day 
each true disciple will be rewarded according to his loving 
devotion and self-sacrifice for my sake, and will be received 
by me, as the Messiah, into my kingdom. But I shall be 
ashamed of any one, and count him unfit to enter that 
kingdom, who for love of life and ease, or for fear of man, 
or from shame of my present lowly estate, or of my cross, 
has wanted courage and heart to confess me openly, and 
separate himself, for love to me, from this sinful generation. 
It may be hard for you to think, aS you see me standing 
here before you, that I shall one day come in heavenly 
majesty; but that you may know how surely it will be so, I 
shall grant to some of you, now present, a glimpse of this 
majesty, not after my death, but while I am still with you, 
that they may see me, the Son of man, in the glory in which 
I will come when I return to enter on my kingdom.” 



CHAPTER XLVII. 

THE TRANSFIGURATION. 


TESUS had now utterly broken with the past. 1 Hitherto 
^ He had been slowly educating” the Twelve to right con¬ 
ceptions of Himself and His great work, and in doing so 
had had to oppose their stubborn prejudice, enlighten their 
ignorance, illustrate His meaning by significant acts, resist 
the sophistiy and superficial literalism of the Rabbis, and 
lead the way to a higher spiritual ideal and life by His own 
daily example and words. They had now been in His 
society, however, for over two years, and, at last, had risen 
to a more just estimate of His dignity and of the nature of 
His work. He was henceforth free from the anxiety which 
had been inevitable so long as nothing had been definitely 
accomplished towards the perpetuity of His Kingdom ; for 
the confession of Peter, in the name of his brethren, was the 
assurance that that kingdom would outlive His own death, 
and spread ever more widely through an unending future. 
The joy of victory filled His soul, though the cross was al¬ 
ready near at hand. Henceforth He bore Himself as soon 
to leave the circle with whom He had dwelt so long; now, 
preparing them for His humiliation by showing its Divine 
necessity; now, uttering His deepest thoughts on the things 
of His kingdom; now, kindling their hearts bv visions of the 
joy that would spread over all nations through the Gospel 
they were to preach. The future alone filled His heart and 
mind. 

His gladness of soul at Peter’s confession had, like all 
human raptures, been tempered by shadow. He had read 
the hearts of the Twelve, and saw that, though they had 
approached the truth in their conception of the Messiah, 

1 Authorities for this chapter: Hess, Lehen Jeeu, vol. ii. pp. 113 ff. 
Ewald, vol. v. pp. 460, 461. Pres$el , pp. 186 ff. Lightfoot, Ilor. Heh., 
vol. ii. p. 243. Schleiermacher’s Prcdigten , vol. ii. p. 386; vol. iv. p. 388. 
Rosenmtiller’s Scholia on New Test, in loc. Meyer, in loc., etc. etc. 
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they were still Jews, in linking with it the expectation of an 
earthly political kingdom, with its ambitions and worldly 
satisfactions. They had risen above the difficulties that 
blinded the nation: the thought of Nazareth—Galilee- 

s C? 


human relationship—lowly position—human wants—rejec¬ 
tion bv the Rabbis—familiar intercourse with the “ unclean ” 
multitude, and much beside,'that had been a stumbling block 
to others; but it was hard for them, in the presence of one 
who, to outward appearance, was only a man, to realize that 
He was also the only-begotten Son of God, and, like His 
Father, Divine. 

The announcement that He was to enter into His glory as 
Messiah, by suffering shame and death, not only shocked all 
their preconceptions : they could not understand it, and were 


sorely 


discouraged. 


They needed to be cheered in their 


despondency, and led gradually to accept the disclosure 
of His approaching humiliation. His promise that some of 
them, before their death, should see His kingdom come with 
power, was doubtless treasured in their hearts; but they 
little thought its fulfilment was so near. 

o 


Six days passed ; 1 or eight, including the first and last; 
days full, no doubt, of sad and grave, as well as joyous, 
thoughts ; sad that their Master spoke of suffering violence, 
and death; grave that He should not only have dashed all 
their hopes of a national regeneration, but should' have 
painted their own future in colours so sombre ; yet joyous, 
amidst all, in vague anticipations of the predicted spiritual 
grandeur of the New Kingdom, of which they were to be 
heralds. Little by little, they would be sure to catch more of 
His spirit from daily intercourse with Him, and learn imper¬ 
ceptibly how the purest joy and the noblest glory come from 
self-sacrificing love; how, in the highest sense, it is more 
blessed to give than to receive. We are told nothing of this 
sacred interval, but may well conjecture how it passed. 

The scene of the Transfiguration, like that of nearly all 
other incidents in the life of our Lord, is not minutely stated. 
St. Luke, indeed, calls it “The Mountain,” but gives it no 
closer name. It seems, however, certain, that the tradition 


is incorrect, which from the days of St. Jerome - has pointed 
to Mount Tabor as the locality. The summit of that hill 
—an irregular platform, embracing a circuit of half an hour’s 


1 Matt. xvii. 1-13. Mark ix. 2-13. Luke ix. 28-36. 

• a.d. 310-420. Tobler a Palast. Description, iv. v. vi. 
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walk—was fortified, apparently from the earliest ages, and 
Josephus mentions, about a.d. GO, that he strengthened the 
defences of a city built on it. Picturesque, therefore, though 
the hill looks, as the traveller approaches it over the wide 
plain of Esdraelon, it could not have been the spot where 
Jesus revealed His glory, for it could not offer the seclusion 
and isolation indicated in the Gospels. Nor is there any 
reason to think that the Twelve and their Master had left 
the neighbourhood of Caesarea Philippi, for St. Mark 1 ex¬ 
pressly mentions that they did not start for Galilee till at 
least the day after. 

It must have been, therefore, on one of the spurs of Hcrmon, 
“the lofty mountain,” near which He then found Himself, 
that the Transfiguration took place. Brought up among the 
hills, snch a region, with distant summits, white in spots wit h 
snow even in summer, its pure air, and the solitude of 
woody slopes and shady valleys, must have breathed on 
the wearied and troubled spirit of our Lord, an ethereal calm 
and deep peaceful joy, seldom felt amidst the abodes of 
men. 

Taking the three of His little band most closely in 
sympathy with Him, and most able to receive the disclosures 
that might be made to them, He ascended into the hills 
towards evening, for silent prayer. The favoured friends 
were Peter, the rock-like, His host at Capernaum from the 
first; and the two Sons of Thunder, John and James; loved 
disciples both, but John, the younger, nearest his Master's 
heart of all the Twelve, as most like Himself in spirit. 
They had been singled out, already, for similar especial 
honour, for they alone had entered the death-chamber in the 
house of Jairus, and they were, hereafter, to be the only 
witnesses of the awful sorrow of Gethsemane. 

Evening fell while Jesus poured out His soul in high com¬ 
munion w’ith His Father, and the three, having finished their 
nightly devotions, had wrapped themselves in their abbas 
and Iain down on the hill-side, to sleep. Meanwhile their 
Master continued in prayer, His whole soul filled with the 
crisis so fast approaching. He had taken the three with 
Him, to overcome their dread of His death and repugnance 
to the thonght of it, as unbefitting the Messiah ; to strengthen 
them to bear the sight of His humiliation hereafter; and to 
give them an earnest of the glory into which He would enter 


1 Chap. ix. 30. 
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after His decease, and thus teach them that, though unseen, 
He was, more than ever, mighty to help. He was about to 
receive a solemn consecration for the cross, but, with it, a 
strong support to His soul in the prospect of such a death. 
He was a man like ourselves, and His nature, now in its 
high prime, and delighting in life, must have shrunk from 
the thought of dying. The prolonged agony and shame of 
so painful and ignominious an end, must have clouded His 
spirit at times; but, above all, who can conceive the moral 
suffering that mpst have been in the thought that, though 
the Holy One, He was to be made an offering for sin ; that, 
though filled with unutterable love to His people, He was to 
die at their hands as their enemy; that, though innocent 
and stainless, He was to suffer as a criminal; that, though 
the beloved Son of God, He was to be condemned as a 
blasphemer ? As He continued praying, His soul rose above 
all earthly sorrows. Drawn forth by the nearness of His 
Heavenly Father, the Divinity within shone through the veil¬ 
ing flesh till His raiment kindled to the dazzling brightness 
of light, or of the glittering snow on the peaks above Him, 
and His face glowed with a sunlike majesty. Amidst such 
an effulgence it was impossible the three could sleep. Roused 
by the splendour, they gazed, awe-struck, at the wonder, 
when, lo! two human forms, in glory like that of the angels, 
stood by His side—Moses * and Elijah, the founder, and the 
great defender, of the Old Economy, which He had come 
at once to supersede and to fulfil. Their presence from the 
upper world was a symbol that the Law and the Prophets 
henceforth gave place to a higher Dispensation; but they 
had also another mission. They had passed through death, 
or, at least, from life, and knew the triumph that lay beyond 
mortality to the faithful servants of God. Who could speak 
to Him as they, of His decease which He should accomplish 
at Jerusalem, and temper the gloom of its anticipation ? 
Their presence spoke of the grave conquered, and of the 
eternal glory beyond. The empty tomb under Mount Abarim, 
and the horses and chariot of Elijah, dispelled all fears of the 
future, and instantly banished all human weakness . 1 That 
His Eternal Father should have honoured and cheered Him by 
such an embassy at such a time, girt His soul to the joyful 
acceptance of the awful task of redemption. Human agitation 
and spiritual conflict passed away, to return no more in their 

1 lluskin’s Mod . Painters, vol. iii. p. 392. 
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bitterness till the night before Calvary. His whole nature 
rose to the height of His great enterprise. Henceforth His 
one thought was to finish the work His Father had given 
Him to do. 

Meanwhile, the three Apostles, dazzled, confused, and lost 
in wonder, gazed silently on the amazing sight, and listened. 
But it is not given to earth to have more than brief glimpses 
of Heaven. Moses and Elijah had erelong finished their 
mission, and were about to return to the presence of God. 
Could they not be induced to stay awhile?* Peter, ever first 
to speak, and hardly knowing, in his confusion, what he said, 
would at least try to prolong such an interview. “ Master," 
said he, to amplify his words, “ it is good for us to be here; 
let us gather some branches from the slopes around, and put 
np three booths, like those of the Feast of Tabernacles ; one 
for Thee, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” The cares and 
troubles of his wandering life, and all his gloomy forelxnlings 
for his Master and himself, had faded away before such 
brightness and joy, and, in his fond childlike simplicity, he 
dreamed of lengthening out the delight. 

The Almighty bad come down of old, to Mount Sinai, in 
blackness, and darkness, and tempest; but now, a bright 

cloud descended from the clear skv, like that from which He 

7 

had of old spoken to Moses at the door of the Tabernacle, 

and overshadowed Jesus and the two heavenlv visitors, fill- 

* 9 

ing the three Apostles with fear, as they saw it spread round 
and over their Master, and those with Him. It was the 
symbol of the presence of God, for He, also, had drawn nigh 
to bear witness to His Eternal Son. It was not enough that 
Moses and Elijah had honoured Him—a voice from the 
midst of the cloud added a still higher testimony : “ This is 
my beloved Son, in w'hom I am well pleased ; hear ye Him.” 
Such a confirmation of the great confession of Peter was 
never to be forgotten. Almost a generation later, when he 
wrote his second Epistle, the remembrance of this night was 
as vivid as ever. “ We were eye-witnesses,” says he, “ of 
His Majesty. For He received from God the Father honour 
aud glory, when there came such a voice to Him from tho 
excellent glory, 4 This is my beloved Son,' in whom I am 
well pleased j hear ye Him.’ And this voice which came 
from heaven, we heard, when we were ■with Him in the holy 
mount.” 1 The brightness of a vision so amazing lingered in 


» 2 Pet. i. 17. 18. 
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the memory of those who beheld it to the latest day of their 
lives. 

Sore afraid, the three fell on their faces, for who could 
stand before God P But the Voice had come and gone, and, 
with it, the cloud and the visitors from the eternal world; 
aud Jesus was once more alone. Calming their fears by a 
gentle touch, He bade them “arise and not be afraid,” and 
they found themselves once more alone, Master and followers, 
with the stars over them, and the silent hills around. The 
Hiviue glory had faded from His countenance, and His robes 
were once more like their own, but they could never forget 
in what Majesty they had seen Him; never forget, in His 
humiliation, that they had heard Him called “ the beloved 
Son,” by the lips of the Eternal Himself; nor could they 
ever hesitate whom to obey when 
Elijah—representatives of the Law and the Prophets—with¬ 
draw before Him, and had heard Him proclaimed from the 
Cloud of the Presence as far higher than they. God Himself 
had said, in express words, or in effect, “ He who is now 
with you alone, whose heavenly dignity you have seen, He 
whom you daily see in His wonted lowliness, is the same, 
even in this humiliation, as when in the bosom of the Father 
—‘ My Son, who pleases me always.’ Henceforth receive 
the Law from His lips alone; henceforth, let all men hear 
Him only ; He is the Living Voice of the unseen God.” b 

It was now morning, and the nine were awaiting the return 

r? 5 O 

of their Master and His friends. What the conversation was 
betw r een Jesus and the three, as they descended from the 
mountain, is not told us. There was, once more, freedom to 
speak, though, doubtless, they did so with a strange rever¬ 
ence, hardly venturing to talk of w r hat they had seen and 
heard. Nor could they relieve their minds by telling the 
wonders of the night to the others of the Twelve, for even 
they were so little prepared for such disclosures, that Jesus 
commanded that the vision should be told “ to no man, till 
the Son of man be risen from the dead.” 

It illustrates the difficulty Jesus had to overcome, before 
dcw religious ideas could be familiarized to the minds even 
of those under His continuous teaching, that, though the 
three had often heard of the resurrection of the dead directly 
or indirectly from Jesus Himself , 1 they were at a loss to 
know what the words meant, as He now used them, and 


they had seen Moses and 


1 John ii. 19. Mark viii. 31. 
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disputed among themselves about them. He had told the 
Jews that if they destroyed the Temple of His body, He 
should raise it aguin the third day; and only a week before 
the Transfiguration, on the day of Peter's memorable utter¬ 
ance, He liud used almost the very words which perplexed 
them now. But though thrice repeated, they were still dark 
and mysterious. 

The resurrection from the dead was, indeed, nn article of 
the current Jewish theology, but it was so taught by the 
Rabbis, that the three found it hard to reconcile their pre¬ 
vious ideas with the language of Jesus. They had heard 
from some of the preachers in the synagogues, that Israel 
alone would rise; 1 from others, that the resurrection would 
include godly heathen also,- who had kept the seven com¬ 
mands given to the sons of Noah; from some, that all the 
heathen outside the Holy Land would be raised, but only to 
shame and everlasting contempt before Israel ; a while still 
others maintained, that neither the Samaritans, nor the great 
mass of their own nation, who did not observe the precepts 
of the Rabbis, would have part in the resurrection. 4 But 
if there was confusion as to who should rise ngain, there 
was still more contradiction between what they had always 
heard before, of the occasion and time of the resurrection; 
and the words that had fallen from Jesus. Thev had been 
trained to believe that all Israel would be gathered from the 
four quarters of the earth, at the coming of the Messiah, and 
that the dead would be raised immediatelv after. 5 But 
before this resurrection, which would thus inaugurate the 
reign of the Messiah, Elias was first to come, and they still 
clung to this idea, in spite of all that Jesus had said 6 to 
remove it. They had always, moreover, heard the syna¬ 
gogue preachers say that the holy dead, when thus raised, 
were to take part in the kingdom of the Messiah, at Jerusalem, 
and once more become fellow-citizens with the living. 

At the mention of the resurrection, therefore, the thought 
instantly rose in their minds, how it could take place when 
Elijah had not yet appeared, and how Jesus could speak of 
Himself, alone, as risiug from the grave, and that on the third 
day. It was clear there must be some contradiction between 
His words and what they had hitherto been taught. What 
could He mean by this rising from the dead 'i Ouly He 

* Et*enmenqcr, vol. ii. p. 904-907. ® Ibid, p. 908. * Ibid, p. TOD, 

« Ibid, pp. 915, 916. * Ibid, p. 895. 6 Matt. xi. 14. 
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could answer. To solve the point they asked Him, “ How 
is it that our Rabbis say Elias must come before the dead 
shall be raised—that is, before the opening of the reign of 
the Messiah, which the resurrection is to announce ? You 
speak of yourself alone, rising from the dead, and that on 
the third day, and say nothing about this reappearance of 
Elias, which the Rabbis tell us, is to be three days before 
the coming of the Messiah . 1 Is it wrong when they say 
that he will stand on the hills of Israel, and weep and 
lament over the desolate and forsaken land, till his voice is 
heard through the world, and that he will then cry to the 
mountains, ‘Peace and blessing come into the world, peace 
and blessing come into the world! ’—‘ Salvation cometh, 
salvation cometh! ’ 2 and gather all the scattered sons of 
Jacob, and restore all things in Israel as in ancient times ? 
Thev affirm that Elias will turn the hearts of all Israel to 
the Messiah; how is this to be reconciled with your saying 
that the Messiah must suffer many things of the high priests 
and rulers, and be rejected and put to death? ” 

“You are right,” replied Jesus, “ w r hen you say that 
Elias must come before me, the Messiah. The purpose of 
God, and ancient prophecy, require it. But, as I, the Son 
of man, now when I am come, must suffer many things, 
and be set at nought and rejected, as the prophets have fore¬ 
told, although I have given so many proofs of my heavenly 
mission; so has it already happened with him who was the 
Elias sent by my Father to prepare my way. He, like my¬ 
self, has already come, but they knew him as little as they 
have known me, and they have done to him as their hearts 
wished. He has suffered even to death, as I, the Messiah, 
must also suffer.” Words so precise could not be misunder¬ 
stood. They saw that He spoke of John the Baptist . 3 

Our moments of exaltation and rapture are only passing, 
and are often thrown into vivid contrast by the shadows 
that constantly linger beside the light. When He ascended 
the mountain with Peter and the sons of Zebedee, Jesus 
had left the other disciples at the foot. The night, with 
its w'ondrous vision, had passed away, and He was now 
returning to His little band, who waited for Him in a 
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neighbouring hamlet or village. The Jewish population 
scattered round Caesarea Philippi had alrendy heard of His 
arrival m their parts, and, from various motives, had gathered 
to see and hear Him. Hence no sooner was He seen de¬ 
scending the slopes, than the whole multitude moved ir. 
His direction, to meet Him. His sudden appearance was 
opportune. An incident had just taken place, which was 
still exciting no little dispute between some scribes and the 
disciples. A Jew in the crow'd had a son—his only child — 
w'bo had been afflicted from birth with the form of demoniac 
possession shown by epilepsy, joined with madness and want 
of speech. He had brought him, in the hope that Jesus 
would heal him, and the disciples, who had often before 
wrought similar miracles when sent on missions through the 
country, had tried, in His absence, to cure the boy, and 
had failed. It was, indeed, a special case, for the lad was 
subject to violent convulsions, in which he foamed at the 
mouth, and gnashed with his teeth, and these had often en¬ 
dangered his life, by eoming on him at times when he would 
have been drowned or burned had not help been near, llis 
whole body, moreover, was withering away under their in¬ 
fluence. 

The failure of the disciples had, apparently, been connected 
with the excitement and agitations of the last week. Peter’s 
confession in their name, that they believed their Master to 
be the Messiah, had been sadly overcast by the shock to all 
their previous ideas from His repeated intimations of His 
approaching violent death, and of a similar fate possibly over¬ 
taking themselves. It had been a week of spiritual strug¬ 
gle, which Jesus designedly left them to undergo, though He 
knew, throughout, that one of them would yield to the trial. 
The nearer the time came for the journey to Judea of which 
He had spoken, and the less they could conceal from them¬ 
selves that their devotion to Him imperilled their own safety, 
the more troubled and faltering grew their minds, and this 
inevitably affected them in all their relations. In such a 
hesitating and half-dispirited frame, they had no such tri¬ 
umphant faith as when they had gone out on their first 
independent apostolic mission, and diseases and evil spirits 
yielded to their commands, in their Leader’s name. Hence, 
they had the mortification not only of failing to work a cure, 
but of having to bear the cavils and sneers of the Rabbis, 
who were only too glad to seize a momentary triumph at 
their expense. 
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Meanwhile, the people showed Jesus all outward respect. 
The report of His wonderful deeds elsewhere had raised an 
excitement that was visible on every face. They greeted and 
welcomed Him, and were impatient to hear what He should 
sav in this matter between His followers and their own 
Doctors. 

Turning to these, now in the flush of victory, Jesus dis¬ 
concerted them by the simple demand to know the matter 
in dispute. But though they had been bold enough before 
the humble disciples, they were silent in the commanding 
presence of the Master. 

Presently, the father of the unfortunate boy pressed 
through the crowd, catching fresh hope that the Teacher 
could, perhaps, do what the disciples could not. Kneeling 
before Him, he told all that had happened ; how the disciples 
had been willing to help, but had failed. The whole story 
kindled Christ’s sad indignation. He had been long with 
both disciples and people, and after all His mighty acts and 
unwearied teaching, the former had at best a dark and waver¬ 
ing faith, and the latter were ready to reject Him entirely. 
“ 0 faithless and perverse generation,” cried He, “ have ye, 
then, no faith at all P Must I be always present with you ? 
Are all the proofs you have had of my help, when absent 
from you in body, forgotten ? Have not I given you power 
over demons, and to cure diseases, and promised to be with 
you, that you might do such wonders ? How could yon 
show such want of faith as to doubt my promises, and think 
anything too difficult either to attempt or do, whether I am 
present with you or not ? Will you never conquer your 
unbelief ? How long shall I suffer you P Where is the boy ? 
Bring him to me.” 

The boy was brought at once; but his eyes no sooner met 
those of Jesus than he was seized with a paroxysm of his 
malady, and fell on the ground, in violent convulsions, and 
foaming at the mouth. Insane, dumb, and writhing on the 
earth, no sadder spectacle of the kind could well have been 
seen. 

It was desirable that the throng around should have the 
whole incident impressed on their minds, and it was neces¬ 
sary for the permanent good of the agonized father himself 
that his faith should be strengthened. 

“ How long has he suffered in this way ? ” asked Jesus. 

“ From childhood, and often the spirit casts him into the 
water and into the fire, to kill him. But if Thou canst do 
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ing at all , have compassion on me and him, and help 

“ Tf Thou const ? ” replied Jesus, repeating his words in 
gentle rebuke. “All things are possible to him that be¬ 
lieves.” 

The intense emotion of the father conld restrain itself no 
longer. His son’s cure had been made to turn on his own 
confidence in the Healer, and that, even if sincere, might not 
be deep enough to secure the favour so unspeakably wished. 
In his distress he could only break out into the pitiful cry, 
which has risen from unnumbered hearts since his< day. 
“ Yes, I believe: help Thou mine unbelief, if my faith is too 
w'eak.”* 

The crowd had been closing in from all sides on Jesus and 
the unhappy father and son, and further delay was to bo 
avoided. Turning, therefore, to the boy, Jesus addressed 
the demon : “ Speechless and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come 
out of him, and enter no more into him.” A wild shriek 
and a dreadful convulsion d followed, and then the boy lay 
still and motionless, so that he seemed dead. Many, indeed, 
said he was dead. But Jesus took him by the hand, and, 
lifting him up, delivered him to his fnther, amidst the 
loudly expressed wonder of the multitude at the mighty 
power of God. 

The disciples, humbled by their failure, and unable, in 
their self-deception, to account for it, took the first opportu¬ 
nity, on their gaining privacy, to ask their Master to what it 
was owing. “ It was simply,” said Jesus, “because of your 
little faith j * indeed, I may say your want of faith : for I as¬ 
sure you that if you had steadfast, unwavering faith, though 
ever so small, in my help, and in the power of God, no dif¬ 
ficulty would be too great for you to remove. You know 
how men call overcoming difficulties ‘ removing a mountain ; '* 
I tell you that'no mountain of difficulty would be so great—- 
far less this one which foiled you—that it would not, at the 
word of firm trust in God, be moved out of your way.” 1 
“As'regards this cure,” He added, “you had to do with a 
kind of demoniac possession, w’hich especially demands strong 
faith, for every attempt to overcome it without such faith 
as comes through prayer so persistent that it neglects even 
the needs of the body for the time, must be fruitless.* It 
never is the greatness of the difficulty, but only the weakness 

1 Sclileicrmaclid's Pi edigten, vol. iii. p. G75. 
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of your faith, that stands in your- way. Remember this in 
years to come.” 

Jesus did not stay long 1 in the district of Caesarea Philippi, 
but soon turned once more towards Galilee, probably taking 
the road by Dan, across the slopes of Lebanon, with the 
wild reed-forests of the Huleh marshes on its south side, 
and on its north the huge mountain masses of Lebanon and 
Hermon, and the broad, well-watered sweep of upland valley 
between. 1 lie would thus most easily reach the hills of 

and escape the 

approach by the ordinary roads. It was the last time He 
was to visit the scene of so great a part of His public life, 
and He felt, as He journeyed on, that He could no more pass 
from village to village as openly as in days gone by, for the 
eyes of His enemies were everywhere on Him. The time 
He had previously given to teaching and healing was now 
devoted mainly to the special preparation of His disciples 
for the approaching end. Now and then, when special 
occasion demanded, He was as ready as ever to relieve the 
wretched, or to justify and repeat the words which He had 
so often delivered in the synagogues ; but He usually shunned 
notice, not wishing, in the wnrds of St. Mark, that any man 
should know. Avoiding the more populous places, and 
seeking by-paths among the hills, u where He would meet 
few and escape notice, He made His way towards His old 
home, Capernaum. But He could no longer show Himself 
anywhere as He had done in the days of His popularity, for 
every word or act would have created new excitement, and 
given a fresh ground for accusation. He had resolved to go 
to Jerusalem and there meet His fate, but He could only do 
this by guarding against anything which might lead to His 
arrest in Galilee, for in that case He would be tried and 
condemned by a local court. Jerusalem alone must see the 
catastrophe, for it was the centre of the nation, the head¬ 
quarters of the priesthood and Rabbis, His enemies, and 
His death there would be distinctly their work—their open 
and formal rejection, as representatives of the nation, of the 
New Kingdom, and of Himself as the Messiah. 

He stayed in Galilee, therefore, only so long as His purpose 
to go to Jerusalem permitted, and meanwhile withdrew from 
public life, to devote Himself especially to the Twelve, and 
prepare them for His death, of which He seems to have 


Galilee by an unusual route, 


publicity of an 
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spoken very often. One of the fragments of His intercourse 
with them, while slowly journeying onwards to His own town, 
has been preserved to us. “ You have heard,” said He, “ how 
the multitudes express their amazement at the mighty power 
of God shown in the miracles they have seen me perform, as 
in the case of the cure of the boy after my descent from the 
mount. Let their words, in which they have thus acknow¬ 
ledged and magnified my acts as not less than Divine, sink 
into your memories, and strengthen and confirm your faith 
in me as the Messiah. For I, the Son of man—t he Messiah 


whose mighty works you have heard extolled so greatly, 
might easily have set myself at the head of the people, and 
led them by supernatural power, as they and their chief men 
wish, to outward national glory. But I will assuredly lx* 
abandoned by the multitude, and delivered up to the authori¬ 
ties, because I will not use my power for any but holy and 
spiritual ends. I will be betrayed into' the hands of my 
enemies, and they will put me to death, but I shall rise again 
on the third day.” 

They were too full of their worldly hopes, which still 


th 


eir 


mingled strangely with their vague recognition of 
Master as the Son of God,—too unwilling also to think 
earnestly on a subject so unpleasant, and so opposed to their 
ideas of the Messiah,—to understand what He meant by these 
sad forebodings. He needed only to speak the word, and the 
people would follow Him, and He might, by His miraculous 
power, which it seemed to them could not be used for a 
nobler end, set up the Theocracy, as even John, apparently, 
had expected He would. Such language seemed part of His 
dark sayings, with a secret meaning which He would some 
day explain. They would fain have wished this explanation, 
indeed, at once, to calm their minds, but they hesitated to 
ask Him for it. He might, perhaps, if they did so, tell them 
something still moro unpleasant, a9 He had done lately to 
Peter, in a similar case. Besides, they did not like to think 
about what they disliked so greatly, and turned from mat¬ 
ters which only filled them with gloom to others more in 
keeping with their wishes and hopes. 

These offered themselves in the distinction Jesus often 
seemed to make in His bearing to one or other of their 
number. 1 Human nature is always the same, and jealousy 
was as rife in those days ns now. However impartially Ho 


1 Matt xviii. 1-35. Mark ix. 33-50. Luke ix. 40-50. 
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might treat them, their own characteristics made it impos¬ 
sible that he should be as intimate and confidential with 
some as with others. In some cases, as at the Transfigura- 
tion, He had thought fit to take only a few of them with 
Him, and He seemed lately to have put especial honour on 
Peter, while his friendship for John was closer and more 
tender than for any other. All this, however, would have 
troubled the less favoured ones little but for their almost 
invincible belief that He would soon proclaim Himself as the 
Messiah in the Jewish sense, and found a great political 
kingdom. Everything was seen through this preconception, 
and any marks of preference were taken as indications of 
future position in the expected revolution. They assumed 
that, having been chosen from all tlieir countrymen, by Jesus, 
as His closest followers, they would have the chief places in 
the new empire He was to found, but there was abundant 
room for jealousy in their individual claims to this or that 
prominent dignity. Accustomed to discuss everything openly, 
they naturally fell into warm controversy as to the just 
distribution of the great offices of state among them, when 
Jesus should be installed at Jerusalem as Monarch of the 
world. 

In this dispute, however, their Master took no part. Nor, 
indeed, did they wish Him to do so, for they had fallen 
behind, in order that He might not hear them. They were 
ashamed to have Him know what occupied their thoughts, 
so little in harmony with His teaching and spirit. But He 
had noticed all, though He said nothing for the moment. 
Meanwhile they once more entered Capernaum. 



CHAPTER XLVIII. 


BEFORE THE FEAST. 

t INHERE is something intensely linman in the return of 

Jesus to Capernaum in the face of imminent danger . 1 
It had been His home, and He was in all sinless regards a 
man. He longed to see the old familiar spots once more; 
the hills behind the town, among which He had so often 
wandered; the shady woods and orchards and vineyards, 
rich in foliage, or glowing with their ripening fruit in these 
summer months. He had often looked out from them on the 
sparkling waters, and at the clustered houses, which Imd 
yielded the few whom He had gathered round Him in His 
long sojourn as their fellow-citizen. These lie would now 
fain strengthen in their faith, before leaving them for ever. 

His entrance into the town was marked by an application 
to Peter, by the local collectors of the Temple tax, for its 
payment by bis Master. Moses had provided funds for the 
erection of the Tabernacle, by the imposition of a tax of half 
a shekel on each male, payable at the “ numbering of the 
people,” - and this, since the Bnbylonish Captivity, had bec?i 
required yearly. It was equal, nominally, to about one and 
threepence of onr money, but really, to at least six times as 
much , 3 and was demanded from all Israelites of the age of 
twenty, even the poorest. 

It was mainly from this heavy tax, paid ns a sacred duty 
by every Jew, in whatever country, that the Temple treasury 
was filled with the millions of silver coins which were so 
strong a temptation to lawless greed. Crassus, Sabinus, and 
Pilate, in succession, had laid violent hands on this un¬ 
measured wealth, and the reckless greed of Floras, in its 

1 Matt. xvii. 24 27. Mark ix. 33. 

* Exod. xxx. 11, 12. 2 Chron. xxiv. 6. Neh. x. 32. 

* Ruxtorf, p. 577. Ewald, Alirrthuuxr, p. 403. Michaelis, Das Recht 
Hosts , vol. iii. § 173. 
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plunder, was the proximate cause of the last great war, which 

destroyed both Temple and city. 1 b 

The Shelihim, a or “ messengers,” who collected this tax in 
Judea, visited each town at fixed times. In foreign countries, 
places were appointed for its collection in every city or district 
where there were Jews—and where were they not ?—the 
chief men of their community in each acting as treasurer, 
and conveying the amounts in due course to Jerusalem. 2 
Three huge chests, carefully guarded in a particular chamber 
in the Temple, held the yearly receipts, which served, besides 
providing the beasts for sacrifice, to pay the Rabbis, inspectors 
of victims, copyists, bakers, judges, and others connected with 
the Temple service, and numerous women, who wove or 
washed the Temple linen. It supplied, also, the costs of the 
water supply, and of the repairs of the vast Temple build¬ 
ings. 

The collection began in the Holy Land on the 1st of Adar 
—part of our February and March—the month of the “re¬ 
turning sun,” and the next before that of the Passover. By 
the middle of it the official exchangers in each town had set 
up their tables, and opened their two chests for the tax 
of the current and of the past year, for many paid it for 
two years together. They supplied for a trifling charge, to 
all who required it, the old sacred shekel, coined by Simon 
the Maccabee, for only that coin was received by the 
Temple authorities, in homage to Pharisaic and national 
sentiment. At first everything was left to the good will of 
the people, but after the 25th, prompt payment was required, 
and securities, such as an under garment, or the like, were 
taken even from pilgrims coming up to the feast. 

It was very likely, therefore, that the time of grace had 
expired bef ore Jesus reached Capernaum, so that the collectors 
—apparently respectable citizens—felt themselves justified in 
broaching the question to Peter, whether his Teacher did 
not pay the two drachmas ? Perhaps they fancied He was 
of the irreconcilable school of Judas the Galilaean, who would 
pay no Temple tax so long as the Holy City was polluted by 
the heathen Roman. 3 His enemies, indeed, had probably 
insinuated that this was the case, to bring Him into suspicion 
with the government. 

1 Jos., Bell. Jud., ii. 3. 3 ; 14. 6 ; 15. 0. 

* Philo, de Monarch., vol. ii. p. 224. Jos., Ant., xviii. 9. 1. 

* Lightfoot, Ilor. Heh , vol. ii. p. 252. Sepp, vol. ii. p. 247. 
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Peter, ever zealous for his Master’s honour, and, as usual, 
impulsive, no sooner heard the application than he answered 
affirmatively, on his own authority, and forthwith set oil to 
find Jesus and report the matter to Him. 

If the exact time for payment had passed while Christ 
had been awaiy from Capernaum, the collectors were, doubt¬ 
less, anxious to gather all arrears, to take with them to 
Jerusalem at the approaching Feast of Tabernacles in Sep¬ 
tember, As if to show that not even the most insignificant 
matter that concerned His disciples escaped His notice, even 
when not bodily present with them, Peter no sooner appeared 
than He anticipated his errand by asking him his opinion, 
whether, when kings levy taxes or tolls, they exacted them 
from their own children, or only from their subjects ? 

“ I think,” replied Peter, “ that only the subjects pay.” 
“ Then, of course,” replied Jesus, “the king's children are 
free.” 

He wished to show that it would have been no failure of 
duty to leave the tax unpaid. Peter had already owned Him 
as the “ Son of God,” and it was for the Temple of God the 
impost was levied. It might, therefore, be just and proper 
to collect it from the nation at large, but it was not fitting 
to ask it from Him. “ I am a king and a king’s son ; far 
more than any Roman or Herodian prince—for I am the Son 
of God, as thou hast said, and this tax is for the Templo 
of God, My Father, the Great King, and thus I should bo 

free.” 0 

But, while thus maintaining to His apostle His rightful 
immunity, He was too prudent to urge it in public. Ho 
was not recognised as the Son of God outside the little circle 
of His disciples, but was only an Israelite, like others, to 
men at large, and, as such, was under the Law. It would 
have given ground of accusation and misconception lmd He 
hesitated to pay what all Jews gave cheerfully as a religious 
duty. 4 

“ It would not do for me, nevertheless,” continued He, 
therefore, “ to seem to refuse. They would not understand 
what I have been saying to you. Take your line aud go to 
the lake; you need not w r ait till you catch a number of fish 
to make up the amount. Take the first that comes to your 
hook, and you will find in its mouth a stater,* which is twice 
as much as is needed. With it you cun pay for me and for 
yourself.” 

The result is not given, but there can be no question that 
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the command secured its own fulfilment. 1 


No lesson could 


have been given more suited to benefit Peter and his com¬ 
panions. It taught them that, though they were His apostles, 
they could not claim exemption from labour for their own 
support, but yet it quickened them to a firm repose on His 
watchful care, which could help them in any extremity. 

They remained for a short time in Capernaum, and, hap¬ 
pily, we have a glimpse of their quiet private intercourse; 
doubtless the picture of their ordinary life. 3 He had de¬ 
layed allusion to the hot discussion on the way till the quiet 


of evening and home. 

“ Tell me,” said He, turning to one of them, “about what 
were you disputing among yourselves on the road ” But the 
question received no answer, for all were alike ashamed of 
their unworthy jealousies and ambitions, and sat humbled 
and silent. 


It was an opportunity for impressing on them once more 
the fundamental characteristic of His kingdom. Their daily 
work, as disciples, reminded them continually of their rela¬ 
tions to it, and it already engrossed their thoughts, but they 
still failed to realize its purely spiritual character. The 
trials waiting them rendered it, thus, the more necessary to 
strengthen and support them beforehand, by correcting their 
misapprehensions, and elevating their tone. 

In the Sermon on the Mount they had heard, if they could 
have understood it, how utterly His kingdom contrasted 
with all their previous ideas. They had been repeatedly told 
that moral fitness alone secured entrance to it, and that 
every external claim—whether the fulfilment of legal duties, 
or national privilege, or sacred calling, or whatever had 
hitherto been supposed to give a title to membership in the 
old Theocracy—must be abandoned as worthless. 3 The reign 
of God, now proclaimed, was, in fact, only the homage of 
the soul, which had prepared itself, like a purified Temple, 
by humble repentance and holy life, to be a habitation of His 
Heavenly Father. Man must only receive from God ; not 
pretend to give to Him. 

Citizenship in the New Kingdom of the Messiah was pos¬ 
sible only when no thought of claim obtruded. 

It was thus, in effect, simply a reproduction of the spirit 


1 Trench’s Miracles, pp. 373-388. 

3 Matt, xviii. 1-35. Mark ix. 33, 50. Luke ix. 4G-50 
* Luur, Die Drci Ersten Jahrh., p. 34. Schenkel, p. 153. 
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of Jesus Himself that was demanded, for the great charac¬ 
teristic which gave His life its matchless beauty, was His 
perfect Divine humility. His lowly meekness had protected 
Him at the opening of His ministry, when tempted to self- 
exaltation ; it had subordinated His own will, as by a law of 
His being, to that of God ; it had opened His heart to the 
poor of His nation, cast out and despised by the religious 
pride of the day; it had made Him, throughout, the friend 
of the oppressed, the lowly, and the wretched; it had led 
Him, of His free choice, to despise all worldly honour, and 
it weis now bearing Him, with a kingly grandeur, to the 
abasement of the Cross, that He might open to His people, 
and to mankind, the way to peace with their Father in 
Heaven, and found a kingdom of holiness, truth, and love; 
to ennoble and bless the present, and expand into eternal 
felicity in the world to come. 

It weis vital, therefore, for His disciples, then, as now, 
that they should have the same heavenly temper. Without 
it, they could neither be efficient instruments in spreading 
His kingdom, nor have any share in it themselves, for it 
was, itself, the Kingdom—the reign of God—in the sonl. 
The danger of self-elevation had been greatly increased from 
the moment when Jesus had accepted from them, at Ciosaroa 
Philippi, their formal ascription of the Messianic dignity. 
What seductive dreams lay for Galiliean fishermen in their 
being commissioned by the Messiah, as His confidential 

They 


i 


friends, and the first dignitaries of His kingdom I 
had, indeed, heard Jesus speak of suffering a shameful dent! 
as the immediate result of His proclaiming Himself as the 
Messiah; but when the mind is already preoccupied by 
strong views, it is incredibly hard to turn. IS von the most 
discouraging incidents are transformed into supports, or at 
least argued aside. “ Perhaps Jesus had only spoken thus 
to try them ; perhaps it was one of the dark sayings lie 
used so often.” Their future dignity in the Kingdom had 
been the topic of constant disputes and discussions, ever 
6inec the eventful day at Caesarea Philippi. Had they not 
received spiritual graces and powers ? For what had they 
gone through so much toil and danger ? The reward could 
not be far distant. When it came, which of them should 
have the first place, and be the Minister of the New Reign ? 

They must be taught how utterly they deceived them¬ 
selves, 

Jesus had sat down in the house and called the Twclvo 
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before putting the question. 1 As they stood round Him— 
for disciples of a Rabbi always stood when their masters sat 
down to teach them—His first words scattered the whole 
unworthy dream of their hearts. 

“ Whoever of you,” said He, “ it matters not which, seeks 
to be before the other, and would distinguish himself in My 
Kingdom, 2 can only do so by cheerfully stooping to render 
even the humblest services to all the rest. He must show 
himself the willing servant of all, by doing whatever he can 
to serve the others. He must seek and find his greatness in 
this lowly humility.” 1 

Such language was well-nigh incomprehensible to men 
misled by worldly pride and ambition. They were thinking 
of themselves rather than of their Master ; of receiving 
rather than rendering; of selfish ease and honour, rather 
than loving self-sacrifice, which He had often told them was 
the condition of their discipleship. He, therefore, resolved 
to bring them to a better frame, and this by an illustration 
rather than words. They knew, by experience, that even 
His most unpalatable and His darkest words, had a greater 
fulness of truth than their imperfect insight could realize. 
They had, doubtless, also at times, misgivings respecting 
their dreams of the future, though they could not as yet lay 
these aside. Some of them had even gone so far as to ask 
Him the particular dignities He intended for each, that 
future strife might be checked by an authoritative announce¬ 
ment. 

Calling a little boy of the household; lifting him in His 
arms, and pressing him fondly to His breast, as if to show 
how much nearer such an one was to Him than even the 
Apostles in their present mood, He drew their attention 
to the child. Love of children and of their childish traits, 
had always marked Him. A child, in His eyes, was a type 
of humility,—the grace so dear to Him. It raises no over¬ 
weening claims such as men advance, and accepts all its 
relations in life as it finds them; it adapts itself uncon¬ 
sciously to the lowliest and most ungenial lot, and finds 
happiness in it. It is the embodiment of dependence and 
need; of having nothing, and yet looking with simple trust 
to a higher than itself. 

The Twelve noted His act with wonder, not knowing what 
it meant. He now proceeded to explain it. 

1 Matt, xviii. 1. Mark ix. 33. Luke ix. 46. 1 Hess, vol. ii. p. 147. 
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“Ton sec this child,” said He; “ I tell you solemnly, that, 
unless you abandon your present worldly ideas and ambi¬ 
tious thoughts, and become as simple and humble, and as 
lovingly dependent on God as it is on man, you shull not 
even enter my Kingdom, far less hold a high place in it. 
You see how this child has no thought but of perfect loving 
trust towards me; how it does not pretend to give the worth 
of what it receives, but opens its whole soul to me with artless 
innocence. Such sweet humility must be found in him who 
w’ould seek to be greatest in my New Kingdom. To have the 
heart of a child is the fixed, abiding, condition of admission, 
of accepted service, or of honour. This child is willing to bo 
the least of you all, and to serve you all, and, as I have said, 
whoever of you is like it in this, is the greatest among you. 
Your ambition must guide itself by this rule. Your strife 
shows that you have not yet rightly grasped the true nature 
of my Kingdom. It has no external dignities of power and 
rank ; for it is a reign of principles, not a worldly dominion. 
All its members are therefore, brethren, on a footing of 
perfect equality. Any one may, indeed, distinguish himself 
beyond others, but not by external honour and dignity, as in 
the kingdom set up by Moses, or as in that of the Messiah 
expected by the nation. The honours of my Kingdom are 
won only by spiritual likeness to myself, your example and 
Master. Self-denial, self-sacrifice, the surrender of person 
nad goods for the sake of the brotherhood, unselfish love, 
are the only path to the highest place.” 

He had now answered the question; but the sight of tho 
child kindled another thought of no less moment. “ You 
are looking for great events, and thinking, with weak pride, 
of your claims os my followers, and maybe tempted to 
slight and despise any one as spiritless, and beneath you, 
who is humble and unassuming, like this child on my knee. 
But lot me tell you, that any one ■who honours and receives 
to his heart even a single child-like soul which delights in 
meekness and humility, as learned from me, has done the 
same in spirit, and will receive a like reward as if he had 
received me myself, and done me personal honour. And 
since all that is done to me from an honest heart, is homage 
done to my Father who sent me, He Himself will show His 
approval, for even the humblest that lives, if he be my 
disciple, is great and honoured before Him.” 

The use of the words “in my name” had, meanwhile, 
recalled to John “ the Son of Thunder,” an incident of 
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tlieir recent journey. The Twelve had met, in their way, one 
casting out devils in the name of Jesus, though he was not 
one of their company, and instead of “ receiving ” him, had 
charged him to desist, because he was not -of their own 
number. John now reported the matter, as if struck by 
Ihe contrast between his own conduct and the counsel just 
given. “Forbid him not,” replied Jesus; “One who, 
though not of my circle, has yet attained so strong a faith 
in me that he works miracles through my name, needs not 
be feared as likely, by any sudden change, to speak against 
me.” The want of forbearance had sprung from the want 
of humility, for pride is the special source of impatience. 
“He who is not against us,” continued Jesus, “is for us.” 
He whom John had treated so harshly had, at least, acted 
in His name, though perhaps, with a very imperfect con¬ 
ception of His true dignity, or of the scope and greatness of 
His work. But he was very different from the blasphemers 
who did not shrink from speaking of the Holy Spirit as a 
spirit of evil. Moreover, the nearer the end approached, the 
more needful it was to root out any signs of selfish or 
haughty feelings in the Twelve, and to lead them to look 
with kindly eyes on even a partial, if friendly, relationship 
to Him. He wished them to realize that worthiness to rank 
in the New Society was shown by the goodwill, and trustful, 
child-like spirit, which led to devotion to Him, rather than 
by the measure of knowledge evinced. It was of great 
moment, at this time, to "wake kindly and broad-hearted 
feelings towards any, who, while acting apart, were yet 
well-disposed. Were He once gone, it would be left to His 
disciples to continue His work, and it would depend upon 
them whether the Society founded by Him, would be really 
the beginning of a new epoch in religion, or only a piece of 
new cloth sewed on an old garment ; whether it would be 
a Jewish sect or a faith for mankind. 6 

“ No one is to be lightly esteemed,” continued Jesus, “ who 
shows you the slightest mark of goodwill or friendship, were 
it only what all give so readily in these sultry lands, a drink 
of cold water, when given because you are my disciples. 
Even this will be rewarded by God as an act worthy His 
favour. Nor are you, only, thus honoured. So precious to 
me is the humble child-like spirit which you are ready to 
despise, that if any one, by words or deeds, cause even one 
such soul who believes, to turn away from me; as you were 
in danger of doing when you forbade the stranger to cast 
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out devils in my name ; it would be better for him that ono 
of the huge mill-stones h turned by an ass were hung round 
his neck, and he drowned in the depths of the lake, that ho 
might be saved from so great a sin. 

“Alas for the world-wide sorrow which the sins of many, 
who will call themselves mine, will cause, by keeping men 
from me ! They will judge of me by these unworthy fol¬ 
lowers, and keep aloof from my Kingdom. It cannot, indeed, 
be otherwise, for the evil that is in man will make even the 
name of religion a scandal. But how awful the judgment 
that awaits him w r ho turns another from the way of life ! 

“ I have said that it would be better for a man to die than 


that he should lead another astray. So, whatever may tempt 
you to sin, and thus bring scandal on my name, had much 
better be put from you, at any cost. If anything, therefore, 
however dear to you, incites you to evil, or keeps yon from 
a godly life, thrust it from you. If the most precious mem¬ 
bers of the body—a foot or a hand—be cut off, to prevent 
death of the whole; how much rather should we put away, 
at any sacrifice, any sins of thought or act, which, by mis¬ 
leading others, would cause us to lose eternal life, and be 
cast into hell-fire, where the worm never dies, and the fire 
is not quenched. 1 

“Every one cast into the fire, which the prophet thus 
calls unquenchable—every one, that is, who gives himself 
np to sin—shall certainly suffer the wrath of God, and bo 
salted with fire, as the victims on the altar are salted with 
salt. But every one whose humble and steadfast faith in 
me has shown him to be, as it were, a pure and worthy 
sacrifice, fit to be laid on the altar of God, will, on his en¬ 


trance into the heavenly kingdom of the Messiah, be salted, 
not with fire, but with the gift of higher grace, that he may 
endure unto life eternal. 1 Salt is of value to prevent cor¬ 
ruption, and I have, before now, called you ‘ the salt of the 
earth;’ because, if you are my true disciples, you will 
arrest the corruption that prevails among men, and make 
the community sound. How dreadful, however, if you, the 
salt, lose your savour. How "will you regain it ? If you 
turn to evil, and, through sloth or faint-heartedness, be 
untrue to your calling, how can your needful energy and 
efficiency be restored Y You wish to be accepted at last as 
pure and worthy offerings to God, and to receive the gift 


1 Isa. lxvi. 24. Sork, p. 121. Schtirer, p. 596. 
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of heavenly wisdom, which is everlasting life. To attain 
it, take care to guard the salt of true wisdom, which has 
been already given you—the grace bestowed on you to be 
my disciples. Remember, moreover, that salt-is the symbol 
of peace ; be at peace among yourselves, and do not dispute 
and argue as you have been doing, lest you lose the power 
and fruits of my teaching.” 

Jesus had for the time digressed from His original subject 
—the humble and child-like among His followers—but now 

returned to it. 


“ Respecting those little ones of whom I was speaking— 
lowly, self-distrustful; weak yet it may be in faith, as little 
children are in strength—I would further say : Take heed 1 
that ye do not slight or contemn any one of them, for I tell 
you, so greatly honoured and so dear are they in the sight of 
God, that the humblest of them, for their very humility, are 
placed by Him under the loving care of the highest angels, 
who stand before Him, and see His face continually. Glori¬ 
ous though all angels be, only such exalted spirits—the 
princes of heaven—are thought worthy, by God, to minister 
to them and protect them. k 

“ To slight or despise even one such would, indeed, be to 
undo, so far, the very end for which I have come as the 
Messiah. You may, by doing so, turn him away from me, 
and so cause his soul to be lost. Much rather, if you meet 
with a humble spirit, still weak in the faith, which has 
gone astray, should you do your utmost to bring it back. 
For what shepherd feeding, it may be, a hundred sheep, in 
our upland pastures, if one of them stray, does not leave the 
ninety and nine, and set off into the hills to seek for the one 
that has wandered ? And if he be so happy as to find it, I 


say to you, beyond doubt he rejoices more over the one thus 
saved than over the ninety and nine that had not strayed. 


In the same way as it grieves the shepherd if even one of 


his sheep should be lost, so it grieves my Father in Heaven 


that one of these feeble, simple souls should perish, and it 
sorely displeases Him if it do so by the neglect or fault of 
any of my disciples. 


“ Let me pass to a distinct, yet related subject—the proper 
treatment of a brother in the faith who does you any wrong, 
b J anger, envy, selfishness, or in any other way. Do not 
wait till he who has thus injured you comes to you to make 


1 Gjrorcr, vol. i. p. 374. Langett, p. 331. 
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amends, but go to him by yourself, and tell him his fault in 
private ; that, if possible, you may get him to own it be¬ 
tween you and him alone, and thus the scandal of difference 
between disciples spread no farther, and he be won for my 
New Kingdom, from which he would have been shut out, 
if, by refusing to be reconciled, he had shown no repentance. 
Seek his good, not your own justification merely; however 
wronged, think less of yourself than of his eternal salvation. 

“ If, however, he will not listen to your kindly remon¬ 
strance and persuasion, go a second time to him, taking two 
or three witnesses with you, as Moses directed in other 
cases; 1 if, perchance, though he has not been moved by 
your single appeal, that of two or three, supporting you, may 
lead him to see and acknowledge his fault. Their testimony, 
besides, will prevent his denial of his confession, should he 
make one, and afterwards repudiate it; while, if lie refuse to 
listen and to admit his fault, and the matter must be brought 
before the Assembly, it will establish and confirm at once the 
fact of your private visit for attempted reconciliation, and 
his stubborn refusal to hear even the two or three brethren 
taken wdtli you on the second visit. 

“The Rabbis enjoin that the offender ahull go to him 
whom he has injured, and own his fault, and that if lie can¬ 
not thus procure forgiveness, he shall take others with him 
and seek to obtain it; 2 but I .require that he wdio is wronged 
do this, that he may show his humility and his patient love 
for a guilty brother. 

“ You know, moreover, how a stubborn offender, who 
refuses private amends, is at last publicly reproved in the 
synagogue and in the schools. 3 In my new society, the 
congregation of the new Israel—the Kahal, or assembly of 
my followers, which will, hereafter, be called the Church,— is 
to make a third, final, attempt to win the guilty one to re¬ 
pentance. You are to tell the facts to the ‘ congregation,’ 
and ask their godly offices, and they, through appointed 
representatives, will then seek to bring him to a right frame 
of mind. If, after all, he refuse to hear even the congre¬ 
gation, you are freed from further responsibility, and are 
absolved from all future religious relationship to him; as 
you have hitherto thought yourselves to be from the heathen, 
and from men of vicious life, such as the publicans. Not that 

1 Dcut. xix. 15, in Sept. a Lightfoot, Hor. Ilcb ., vol. ii. p. 251. 

* Liyhtfoot, vol. ii. p. 255. 
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if thus obdurate before the congregation. 


you are to despise him, or refuse him the common offices of 
humanity, as your countrymen do to such classes ; you are 
still to love and seek to win him back, even till the very last, 
as your Heavenly Father does with the unthankful and evil. 

“ Let every offender think how solemn his position will be 

I have already 

giveu Peter—as the key-bearer of my spiritual Temple, the 
Xew Society I have founded—power to fovbid and allow, to 
enact and define, what is needed for its future government 
and discipline, and have told you that what he ordains, so 
far as it is in harmony with the mind of the Spirit of God, 
will be confirmed by me in heaven, as if I were still with 
you on earth. This power I now extend to you all, my twelve 
faithful followers, and I give you, as a body, the same assur¬ 
ance of my confirmation of what you appoint for the govern¬ 
ment of my Society. Peter is, thus, only the first among 
equals. If the remedy I have pointed out be insufficient to 
meet such offences as my Kingdom extends, I leave it to you 
to devise and apply what other means may seem needed, as 
the occasion demands. And that you may feel how formally 
and solemnly I now, before my departure, depute this power 
to you, I tell you, further, that if two of you shall agree on 
any matter, thus affecting the salvation of souls by the right 
discipline of my Church, or for other good ends, and shall 
ask my Father in Heaven to grant your desire, He will do 
so. For where two or three of you are gathered together in 
my name, I am in their midst, so that you need not doubt 
my promise, that what even so few agree to ask my Father, 
in matter's pertaining to my Kingdom, will be granted.” 1 

The Twelve had listened to their Master in reverent silenoe, 
but now the ever self-asserting Peter, still intensely Jewish 
in feeling, interrupted Him by a question conceived in the 
narrow and formal spirit of Rabbin ism. 

“ Lord,” said he, “ our teachers tell us that if a person do 
us wrong we are to forgive him, a first, second, and third 
time, but not a fourth. 1 What sayest Thou ? Would seven 
times be enough ? ” 

“ I am far from limiting my requirement to seven times,” 
replied Jesus. “ Instead of that, if you be of a truly humble 
and child-like spirit, as you ought, you will forgive to seventy 
times seven—that is, any number of times. Let me show 
you my thoughts on this point by a parable. 


1 Babyl. Jovia, i. 86. 2. 
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“ The subjects of my kingdom arc like the servants of a 
certain ruler, with whom their lord would make a reckoning. 
So he called before him his revenue collectors, the gatherers 
of his taxes and tolls, and demanded a settlement from them. 
Among others, one was brought to him who owed him ten 
thousand talents—that is, thirty millions of shekels™—a sum 
it was hopeless for him to think of repaying. When the king 
heard how much he owed, he cried out that ‘ he went hi be 
paid,’ and commanded him to be sold as a slave, with his 
wife and children, and all that he had, in satisfaction of 
the debt. n Hearing this, the servant fell down before him, 
beseeching him, ‘ Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay 
thee all.’ At this his lord was moved with compassion, and 
having ordered him to be unbound, not only gave him time, 
as he had asked, but, knowing he could never pay, forgave 
him the debt altogether. 

“ This servant, however, thus freely forgiven, went out 
and found one of his fellow-servants who owed him a hun¬ 
dred denarii 1 —less than the seven hundredth-thousandth 


of what he had himself owed—and laid hold of him by the 
throat, saying fiercely, ‘ Pay what you owe.’ The debtor 
thereupon fell down at his feet, as lit had fallen at those of 
his lord, and besought him, 1 Have patience with me, and I 
will pay thee.’ But he had no pity, and cast him into prison, 
till he should pay the debt. His fellow-servants, seeing what 
was being done, were troubled at such hardheartedness, and 
at the ill-treatment of the poor man, and came and told their 
lord all that had happened. Then the lord, having called the 
offender, said to him, ‘ O wicked servant, 1 forgavo you 


all the great debt you owed me, because you asked me, 
though you sought only time, not forgiveness. Should not 
you also have had pity on your fellow-servant, as I had pity 
on you ? ’ And his lord was indignant, and delivered him 
over to the torturers, to deal with him in the prison-house as 


they thought fit, till he should pay all that was due to him. 

“ So, the forgiveness God has granted you, of your great 
debt to Him, which you could never pay—the guilt of your 
sins—must lead you from your heart to forgive your brother 
man, not seven, but any number of times, the far smaller 
debt he may owe you ; for if you do not forgive him, the 
wrath of God will burn upon you at the great day, and you 
will be cast into everlasting punishment.” 


1 At 7id. a denarius, the whole debt was £3 2n. C d. 
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The transcendent loftiness of Christ’s spiritual nature 
shines out through this whole episode. In His perfect humi- 
litv, He makes no personal claims. As on every occasion, 
He declares simplicity, and lowliness, like that of childhood, 
the mark of true discipleship; asks no higher or more signal 
acknowledgment, as a man, than was to he shown to all 
others ; and ranks the friendly and kind treatment of any 
of His followers as if done to Himself. He demands no ex¬ 


clusive honour, hut, on the contrary, every childlike spirit in 
the kingdom of God has in His sight a priceless value, how¬ 
ever slight the instance by which its character was shown. 


The good deed done to the least of His people is considered 


as personal to Himself. Neither now, nor at any time, 


does He hear Himself as one to whom all were to bow as 


servants ; He takes His place in the midst of the little hand 
round Him, as one who shares with them the highest and 
holiest joys. Within this circle we ever find Him strength¬ 
ening and encouraging each to surrender himself for the good 
of the rest, and to cheer and honour especially, the humblest, 
the least esteemed, the most unpretentious; or, it may be, 
the mere workers who could not push themselves into notice. 
Meek and lowly in heart, He was no less of an infinite pity. 
The New Society, taught by His example and words, learned 
that they were to reproduce the spirit of little children, in 
that hitherto unimagined grandeur of humility which almost 
rejoices to suffer because it gives an opportunity to forgive. 



CHAPTER XL1X. 

AT THE FEAST OF TABEBNACLES. 


fPHE seventh month, Tisri, part of onr September and 

October, “the month of the full streams,” and the 
autumnal equinox, had now come. Nisan, “the flower 
month,” known of old as Abib, “ the earing month,” had 
seen the Passover go by without the presence of Jesus. 1 Ijjur, 
“ the beautiful month,” with its blossoming trees; Siwan, 
“ the bright; ” Tammuz ; Ab, “ the fruit month ; ” and Elul, 
“ the month of wine ; ” had gone by in the journey to Tyro 
and Sidon and to Ccesarea Philippi. Jesus had now boon 
well-nigh half ft year little better than an outlawed fugitive, 
hiding, in unsuspected districts, from His enemies. The 
fifteenth day of Tisri was the first of the great harvest feast 
of the year, that of Tabernacles ; a time all the more joyful 
from its coming only four days after the Day of Atonement 
—the close of the Jewish Lent. Galilee was no longer open 
to Him, and the Kingdom was yet to be proclaimed in Jeru¬ 
salem, the haughty city of the Temple and of David. He 
knew that to go there would be, sooner or later, to die; but, 
with this clearly before Him, He calmly resolved, at the sum¬ 
mons of duty, to transfer the sphere of His activity from the 
remote and secluded security of the North to the head-quarters 
of the Rabbis and priests. He had come into the world to be 
the Lamb of God, bringing salvation to His people and man¬ 
kind by the proclamation of the New Kingdom, sealed with 
His blood; aud Jerusalem alone, the seat of the dispensation 
He came to supersede, was the fitting scene for inaugurating 
the economy that was to take its place. 

He was still in Capernaum when the great caravan of 
pilgrims began to pass to the feast. His relations, who ns 
yet had declared neither for nor against Him, had, appar¬ 
ently, come over from Nazareth to get Him to go up to Jeru¬ 
salem with them. They could not have felt any hostility to 


1 Jo]in vii. 2-10. Luke i. 1-1G; xvii. 11-19. 
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One whose holy life had passed under their C}’es, hut, like 
the nation at large, they clung to what they had always been 
taught by the Rabbis,—that the Messiah was to restore Israel 
to national glory, and to transfer the sceptre-of universal 
power from Rome to Jerusalem. In their worldly wisdom 
they could not understand Him. It seemed to them unwise 
that He should stay in a corner of the land, if he wished to 
establish the kingdom of the Messiah. The Rabbis, as He 
knew, taught that it was to be set up in Jerusalem, and it 
was clear that it could be extended best from the Holy City, 
as a centre. Why did He not go up with them now, they 
asked, to the feast, that all who were friendly to Him, or 
who misfit become so, might see His miracles and thus be 

4 I • L) 


constrained to support Him ? “Nobody,” they urged, “ who 
aimed at being a great national leader, as they fancied He 
did by His claiming to be the Messiah, could hope for success 
if all the ‘ signs ’ which were to rally the people round Him, 
were wrought in an out-of-the-way place like Galilee. He 
had not been at the last Passover, or at Pentecost, when the 
pe' 'pie were gathered in the Holy City from all the land, and, 


indeed, from all the world ; but He might, perhaps, repair this 
error even yet, if He w'ent up now and displayed His power 
to the assembled myriads of Israel. If they accepted Him 
as Messiah, their very numbers would sweep away the 
heathen like chaff before the wind, especially when supported 
by miraculous help. It was unwise to keep back in this 
obscure and hidden district; He should show Himself openly 
to the Jewish world, which He could only do in Jerusalem.” 

“ You think the present the fit moment for carrying out 
my plans,” said Jesus. “ You err. It is not yet the divinely 
appointed time for my doing this. You may go up openly 
before all Israel, at any time, because you and they are at 
one in not receiving me. They have no reason to hate you, 
nor have the priests and Rabbis, their leaders ; but they 
hate me, because I, the Light of the World, the true Messiah, 


on whom all should believe, am a standing protest against 
them, that they sin in hating and persecuting me as a trans¬ 
gressor of the Law and a blasphemer, because I have wit¬ 
nessed against their corruption and hypocrisy. They wish 
a political Messiah; I seek only spiritual ends. Go up, your¬ 
selves. The present time does not suit me to go with you.” 
Their hope that He would lift the family to the highest 
honour, by heading a national Messianic movement, had 
come to nothing, 

5o 



264 


THB LIFE OF CHRIST. 


The object of His delay was to avoid going with the great 
Galileean caravan, wliich entered the Holy City with public 
rejoicings. He would be recognised at once, and the multi¬ 
tude, in the excitement of the time, might again try to force 
Him into political action. Publicity and popular enthusiasm 
would have drawn the attention of those in power, and this 
He at present earnestly wished to avoid. His work was not 
to be rashly broken off by any imprudent act, for He needed 
all the opportunities that remained, to devote Himself to the 
Twelve and to His other followers. He conld go up a few 
days later, and thus avoid the caravan. The feast lasted 
seven days, closing with the eighth as the greatest, and thus, 
even if He started later, He could mingle with the multi¬ 
tudes, and find out how men felt towards Him and His work, 
and proclaim the New Kingdom as He saw fit. The danger 
would be averted, and His great end better served. It was 
more in keeping with His spirit to avoid all appearance of 
courting popularity, and peacefully deliver His great message 
of love; leaving its reception to its own charms, and to the 
lowly humility, self-denial, and gentleness with which it was 
delivered. 


Waiting, therefore, for some days, till things were quiet, 
He started with the Twelve, and a number of disciples, for 
Jerusalem. 1 Crossing Esdraelon, now stripped of its harvest, 
Engannim, the “ fountain of gardens,’* saw Him once more 
on Samaritan soil, The caravans had perhaps gone over the 
Jordan, to travel down its eastern bank, and thus avoid the 


pollution of the direct route through hated Samaria. 

He had been kindly received in the alien district on His 
former passage through it, northwards; but He was now 
going towards Jerusalem instead of leaving it, and this was 
enough to rouse the bitterness of the Samaritans. As was 
His custom. He had sent on messengers before Him to secure 
hospitality for the night, but it was at once refused. John 
and James, u the Sons of Thunder,” who had perhaps been 


the messengers, were especially indignant, and showed how 
little they had profited by the lessons of meekness they had 


bo long been receiving 


With the harsh Jewish feeling, 


which regarded every one except a Jew as accursed and 
hateful to God, and sought to establish the New Kingdom, 
not by mildness and love, but by force, they would fain have 
had fire c&llod down from heaven to consume the unfriendly 


1 John vii. 1-10. 
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village. 1 * They had perhaps spoken of Jesus as the Messiah, 
but, in any case, His fame had, no doubt, already crossed the 
border. But the Samaritans expected from the Messiah 
that he would restore the Temple on Mountr Gerizim, and 
instead of that, Jesus was going up to a feast in Jerusalem, 
John and Japies, however, could make no allowance. Elijah 
had once called fire from heaven in his own honour: 1 how 
much more should men perish who had rejected the Messiah. 
The teaching of Jesus had not as yet softened the fierce 
Jewish spirit of the Twelve. Fanatical bitterness had struck 
its roots into their deepest nature. How utterly were they 
still wanting in patience towards the erring, and filled only 
with the thought of wrath and destruction ! They had not 
vet realized that the Kingdom of Jesus is one of faith alone: 
that it cannot be spread by compulsion and violence, but 
must spring from humility and love ; that it must rest on 
free and honest conviction, and can grow strong and abiding 
only when received and obeyed in a child-like spirit. 

Deeply troubled, and no less offended, Jesus turned 
towards the fierce zealots, and rebuked their foolish and 

had heard Him say that He came 
to serve, not to reign; to suffer for others, not to inflict 
suffering on any ; and He had but lately told them, once and 
again, how He was about to give Himself up to death for 
the good of the world. But though their ears had heard, 

O C 7 

and their conscience approved, their hearts had not willingly 
accepted the intimation, and hence they were ever ready to 
flame out into Jewish fanaticism. 2 Rebuking them sternly, 
He taught them a needed lesson, by merely passing to 
another village. 

o 

It was hard for the disciples to realize that, to be followers 
of Jesus, they must surrender themselves unconditionally to 
the will of God, and devote themselves to the work of the 
Kingdom, without a lingering tie to the world they had left. 
The circumstances demanded explicit statements of all that 
discipleship thus involved, and hence, when fresh applicants 
for the honour presented themselves, Jesus was more frank 
and earnest, if possible, than ever before, in setting the cost 
before them. A Samaritan had come forward asking leave 

to follow Him, as if to show that all were not like the 

■ 

villagers who had treated Him so unkindly. It may be ho 
had very imperfect ideas of what his wish implied, but Jesus 


cruel harshness. They 


1 2 Kings i. 9-18. 


2 Schenkel , p. 172, 
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did not leave him in doubt. He told him His own position, 
and all that awaited His disciples; that He had forsaken 
house and home for ever, and that the birds of the air and 
the beasts of the field had a lot to be envied compared 
with His. 

The seeming harshness of His replies to two others, per¬ 
haps Samaritans, who also asked leave to follow Him, is 
explained by these facts. From the first He hud held out 
no rewards, but predicted only privation and suffering to 
His disciples; but these were closer at hand now than they 
had been when He called the Twelve. To follow Him had 
come to mean, literally, to leave all, and to make up one’s 
mind to the worst. He was a mark for the fiercest hatred of 
those in authority, and His followers could not escape suffering 
with their Master. The most utter, unqualified devotion, the 
purest spirit of self-sacrifice, were required. “ Let the dead, 
those who will not receive the preaching of the Kingdom, 
bury their dead,” said He, to one who wished to bury his 
father. “ Surrender yourself utterly to God.” Another, 
whose want of the supreme resolution demanded, showed 
itself in a request to be allowed to bid farewell to his friends, 
was told that it could not be. “ The prayers, the tears of 
your ciicle at home, might shake your decision to consecrate 
yourself wholly to the kingdom of God.” 1 

It was now many months since the sending out of the 
Twelve on their first missionary journey. It had been neces¬ 
sary to confine them to strictly Jewish ground, to avoid 
offence, and from their own defective sympathy with other 
populations. Both difficulties were now, however, iu part 
removed: the openly hostile attitude of the leaders of the 
nation made it unnecessary to consider their prejudices ; the 
Apostles had, in some degree, gained broader charity; and, 
above all, the near approach of the end mode it desirable 
that the full grandeur of the New Kingdom, as intended for 
all men alike, should be clearly shown before its Founder’s 
death, that there might be no possible misconception after¬ 
wards. Jesus had always yearned to proclaim the words of 
life to the different races whom He saw around Him. A 
boundless field opened itself for the missionary labours of 
any number of disciples, and He now had round Him a 
larger* number than formerly, whom Ho could thus employ. 
Ho determined, therefore, to send out no fewer than seventy, 


1 Schtnkcl, p. 173. 
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which, in Jewish opinion, was the number of the nations 
of the world. The lesson could not be doubtful. It was a 
significant announcement that, for the first time in the 
history of man, a universal religion Avas being-proclaimed. 

Samaria, through which He was passing, had naturally 
the first claim on the new enterprise, and that all the more 
from the proof of its need of spiritual light, furnished by the 
inhospitality shown to Him who was bringing that light to 
its borders. 

The Seventy, journeying two and two, were directed to carry 
the message of peace to all the habitations of the race they 
had formerly, as Jews, so hated. They had grown up from 
childhood in the narrowest Pharisaic spirit, and were still, 
in some measure, under its spell. The Rabbis did not permit 
any close intercourse of Jews with heathen or Samaritans; 
they were forbidden to enter their houses, or return their 
greetings, and, still more, to join them in a common meal. 
But the grand maxims of charity and love, which Jesus had 
so often taught, were now to be put in practice. Jewish 
exclusiveness was to be done away for ever, by the proclama¬ 
tion of a Saviour of Mankind. His messengers, therefore, 
while losing no time on the way by long and formal saluta¬ 
tions, were to bear themselves with loving trust even among 
hostile populations, taking neither purse nor wallet, and 
wearing only the sandals of the poor—to show their lowly 
spirit, and humble personal claims. The instructions given 
formerly to the Twelve, were, in fact, repeated ; instructions 
then as amazing as if Hindoo Brahmins of to-day were sent 
forth with orders to care nothing for caste, and associate 
freely, and even eat, with abhorred Pariahs and Sudras. 
The Seventy were to join, without hesitation or reserve, in 
the household life of the hated Samaritans, and eat with them 
at their tables ! Ho other condition of spiritual brotherhood 
was to be required than that of a believing reception of the 
salvation through Jesus. 1 

Only one incident of the journey of Jesus Himself is re¬ 
corded, but it is wondrously significant. His repulse at the 
border village had changed His route; for now, instead of 
going straight south, He turned eastwards, and followed 
the road that rnns between Samaria and Galilee, 2 b down the 
ravines, to the fertile meadows of B.ethshean or Scythopolis, 
where a ford or bridge led over the Jordan. The route 
stretched thence southwards to Jericho. 

1 Schenkel , vol. i. p. 162. 2 Luke xvii. 11-19. 
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The calm rehuke of John and James for their anger and 
revengeful spirit, and the return of good for evil in the 
sending forth the Seventy to preach the Kingdom throughout 
the Samaritan region, had shown that the rudeness Ho 
had received had not ruffled His spirit. He was now to add 
another proof of His serene and loving nature. As they 
approached a border village, a dismal spectacle was pre¬ 
sented. Ten men, hideous with leprosy, ranged themselves 
at a distance from the road, as similar sufferers still do 
before their huts at the Zion Gate at Jerusalem. It was a 
law in Samaria that no leper could enter a town. 1 and hence 
the unfortunate creatures accosted Jesus while He was still 
outside the village. Misery had broken down all prejudice 
of race or faith, and had brought together even Jew and 
Samaritan, as it still does in the leper haunts of Jerusalem 
and Nablous. The ten had heard of Jesus, and the wonderful 
cures He had performed on such as they, and no sooner saw 
Hum than they broke out with the common cry—“ Turne! 
Tame! Unclean, unclean! Jesus, Master, have mercy on 
us. M It was a sight that might have touched any heart, for 
it must have been like that which still repents itself to passers- 
by at the leper quarters elsewhere—a crowd of beggars 
without eyebrows, or hair on their faces or heads; the nails 
of their hands and feet, and even a hand or a foot itself, 
gone from some ; the nose, the eyes, the tongue, the palate, 
more or less wanting in others.* As they stood afar off, 
their lips covered with their abbas, like mourners for the 
dead—for they were smitten with a living death, which cut 
them off from intercourse with their fellows—the pity of 
Jesus was excited, and without even waiting to come near, 
sent hope to them in the words, “ Go, show yourselves to the 
priests.” They knew what the command meant, for no ono 
who was not cleansed could approach a priest, and os they 
moved off, the disease left them. The Samaritan would 
have to show himself to a Samaritan priest; the nine Jews 
needed to go up to the Temple at Jerusalem for an official 
certificate of health; but it was the least either the one or 
the others could do, when they felt their cure, to ret urn, if 
only for a moment, to thank their benefactor for a deliver¬ 
ance from worse than death. The nine Jews, however, were 
too concentrated on themselves to think of this. Only one, 
the Samaritan, had natural gratitude enough to come back and 

1 Ant., ix. 4, 6. * Rohr Palantina, p. 83. Thomson, p. 661. 
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throw himself at the feet of Jesus in lmmble acknowledgment 
of the goodness shown him. “ Were there not ten cleansed ? ” 

i 

asked Christ; “ where are the nine ? The only one who has 


returned to 


give 


glory to God is this Samaritan, whom 


Jews call a heathen and an alien from Israel. Arise, go thy 
way, thy faith hath made thee whole.” The Twelve had 
received another lesson of universal charity. 

The Feast of Tabernacles was one of the three great feasts 
which every Jew was required to attend. It was held from 
the fifteenth of Tisri to the twenty-second, the first and last 
days being Sabbaths—the latter “ the great day of the feast.” 
It commemorated, in part, the tent-life of Israel in the 
wilderness, but was also, still more, a feast of thanks for the 
harvest, which was now ended even in the orchards and 
vinevards. Every one lived in booths of living 


in the right the lulab 


twigs— 

branches of olive, myrtle, fir, and the like—raised in the 
open courts of houses, on roofs, and in the streets and open 
places of the city. All carried in the left hand a citron, 0 and 

a branch of palm woven round with 
willow and myrtle. On each of the seven feast days the 
priests went out with music and the choir of Levites, and 
the shouts of vast multitudes, to draw water in a golden 
vessel, from the spring of Siloah ; to be poured out at the 
time of the morning offering, as a libation, on the west side 
of the great altar, 1 amidst great joy, singing and dancing, 
such as was not all the year besides. On the evening of the 
first day a grand illumination, from huge candelabra, which 
shed light far and near over the city, began in the Court of 
the Women, d and torch dances of men were kept up, in the 
court, with music and songs, till the Temple gates closed. 2 

The Jewish authorities kept looking for Jesus, 3 for they 
had counted on His attending the great national holiday, and 
thus coming within their reach; but. to their disappointment, 
He appeared not to be in Jerusalem. So, their officers 
reported. His absence had, indeed, been noted by the 
multitude, and everywhere He was the subject of conversa¬ 
tion and discussion. The Rabbis and higher Temple digni¬ 
taries had shown themselves so hostile to Him that no one 
dared to mention His name, except in whispers, for fear of 
excommunication but He was more or less the one engrossing 


1 John vii. 37. 

3 Bibel Lex. and Winer, R. W. B., Laubhuttenfest. Lightfoot, vol. iii. 
pp. 310 ff. 
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topic of the bazaars and the booths of the feast. Opinions 
were divided. Some, who judged for themselves, main¬ 
tained that He was a good man, and that it would be well 
for all to follow what He taught; others, and they no doubt 
the great majority, who took their opinions from their re¬ 
ligious leaders, hotly and loudly denounced Him as unsafe 
and dangerous, a breaker of the Sabbath, for had He not, 
on His last visit, healed a blind man on the holy day ? 

Meanwhile, when the feast was at its height, Jesus sud¬ 
denly made His appearance in the Temple porch, where the 
Rabbis taught, and, calmly taking His seat, began to teach 
the crowd that soon gathered round Him. It is not told 
ns when He had arrived, or whether He lived for the week, 
like the crowds, in a succnh or booth of His own or of a 
friend; or whether He carried the lulab and citron, as others 


did, round the great altar, or attended only to the graver 


matters of His 


New Kingdom. 


We only know that Ho 


showed Himself openly in the city and in the Temple courts, 
under the very eyes of His enemies. Loyalty to His work 
had demanded His delay in coming, for His life was still 
needed to proclaim the New Kingdom in Jerusalem as well 
as in Galilee, if it were permitted Him. He had lived mostly 
in the latter, but Jerusalem was the religious centre of the 
nation, and all that happened, or was spoken publicly during 
one of the great feasts, would be wafted, like seeds, to every 
land. As a Jew, moreover, He had a tender love for the 


City of David, the chosen scat of Jehovah, His Heavenly 
Father—a spot dear then, as now, beyond expression, to every 
Israelite. Before it was for ever too late, He would fain 


bring its children to listen to the things of their peace, which 
He alone could tell them. 


The Jewish authorities were astounded, and hardly knew 
what course to take. Some of them who approached, to 
listen to the fearless intruder, were still more amazed at what 


they heard. They could now understand how it had been 
said of Him, that He taught as one who had a commission 
direct from God; and not like the Rabbis, who never spoke 
without quoting an authority; and how He had made so 
great a popular impression. Art and study of effect had no 
place in His discourses, for the copiousness and finish of a 
mere rhetorician were wanting. His resistless power lay 
as much in Himself as in His words; His calm dignity, and 
His look of mingled purity and tenderness, confirming all 
He said, as by a holy sanction. He did not merely treat of 
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general religious and moral truths, but spoke of quickening 
facts and realities. The advent of the Kingdom of God, its 
nature and its glorious future, but above all, His own posi¬ 
tion in it, as its Head and King, as He in whom the Father 
revealed Himself, and in whom men were to find salvation, 
were the substance of His addresses. They were, in fact, 
essentially a testimony respecting Himself, and a self-revela¬ 
tion. Th_*re were no sudden and violent bursts, no brilliant 
flashes, but an atmosphere of more than earthly peace rested 
over both speaker and words, from first to last. 1 The most 
amazing claims were uttered, not only without a trace of 
self-consciousness, but with the lowliest humility. It seemed 
as if all He said was only what became Him. 

But with His humility, and in addition to His trans¬ 
cendent dignity, the fulness of His knowledge was no less 
remarkable. He was intimately familiar with the sacred 
books, and even with the honoured extra-canonical writings. 
He met and confuted opinions of the Rabbis by the subtlest 
and most original references to Scripture; He pierced be¬ 
neath its letter to the spirit; He distinguished with the 
keenest acuteness between the Law, as given by God, in its 
scope and essence, and the Pharisaic traditions ; and He 
clothed in the simplest language, the profoundest spiritual 
truths of both the Law and the Prophets. 2 Such a pheno¬ 
menon was inexplicable. 

The authorities, in amazement, could only ask, themselves 
how he could have such learning, when he had never studied 
in the schools. Where could He have got this power of 
handling the Scriptures like a great Rabbi P He was a 
Galilaean, and had never attended any teacher. Like the 
old prophets, He must have been “ taught of God,” and it 
was evident that the people did not hesitate to recognise 
Him as one, though the official classes were fain to decry 
Him, and knew the effect of a harsh and contemptuous name. 
“ How could a common man like this,” said they, “ who has 
never been educated as a Rabbi, possibly understand the 
Scriptures?” Against their consciences, they tried to de¬ 
preciate both Him and His teaching. 

Had they shown only curious or friendly wonder, Jesus 
would, perhaps, have remained silent. But it was different 
when they were trying to excite doubt and suspicion against 
Himself and His words, as it was clear they were doing, from 


1 Ullmann, pp. 168, 169. 


2 Keim’s Christus , p. 12. 
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what He saw and heard. A deputation from the chief pries! s 
having at last, by a direct interrogation, given Him an op¬ 
portunity of speech, He seized it at once. “ Beyond doubt,” 
said He, to paraphrase His words slightly , 1 “I have not 
learned in your schools what I teach. But my doctrine is not 
a mere invention of my own ; it is not mine at all, but His 
who has sent me. I only repeat what He instructs me to 
make known in His name. You speak as if religious truth 
were a mere matter of tedious study. But it is to be learned 
by obedience, rather than from books, as your own Wisdom 
of Siracb tells you, * He that keepeth the law of the Lord 
getteth tho understanding thereof .’ 2 It needs a heart 
willing to be taught of God, to comprehend it; a heart at 
one with Him, and eager to do His will, however contrary to 
one’s own. He whose soul has no love of truth, no oneness 
with God, cannot recognise His truth even when lie hears it. 
If you had true love to Him and desired to know His revealed 
will, and to carry it out in your lives, you would know from 
whom I have received the doctrine I teach, by its power 
to purify and calm the heart, and by the hopes it gives for 
the world to come. That I do not advance a doctrine of my 
own invention is, moreover, clear from this, that if I did so 
I should seek my own honour and advantage. But if I seek 
no honour for myself, but only for Him by whom I have 
been sent, it shows that I am worthy of trust. To strive 
only for the glory of God is in itself a proof of being His 
true mouthpiece and messenger, and I leave you to say 
whether this does not apply to me. Have I ever sought 
honour from men, and not rather the honour of my Father 
alone? Have I not always professed to have received all 
from my Father ? I have had no personal end, and it is, 
therefore, incredible that I should be a deceiver, seeking to 
lead men astray. 

The cavil of the Rabbis thus answered, Jesus forthwith 


>> 


took the offensive. “You charge me,” said He, “ with not 
knowing the Law; you do not keep it. You boast of your 
zeal for it, and affect indignation for my having, as you 
assert, broken it by healing a blind man on the Sabbath ; 
an indignation so real that you would put me to death if you 
could. But this, itself, is a violation of the Law, for the Law 
commands love to our neighbour above even the Sabbath, 


1 Meyer, T.uthardt , Tholuck, Liicke, RotenmillUr, et al., in loo. 

2 Ecclus. xxi. 11. 
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and that should be my perfect defence.” He knew that the 
authorities had never forgiven Him His answer, at His 
former visit, to their charge of having broken the Sabbath 
bv the miracle at the pool of Bethesda, and that they were 
plotting His death, even now, on account of it. 

Meanwhile, the crowd, perhaps knowing less than He 
of the secret designs of the hierarchy, or affecting to deny 
them, believed, or feigned to believe, Him in no danger, 
and broke out in angry repudiation of such a charge. They 
had heard the Rabbis often ascribe His works to Beelzebub, 
and fell back on their blasphemous slander as an explanation 
of His language. He must have a devil . 1 The Rabbis were 

o o _ 

right. He was crazed. The evil spirit that spoke through 
Ham was trying to stir them up against their spiritual guides. 

Without noticing the interruption, Jesus continued ad¬ 
dressing the crowd at large : “ Tour leaders are plotting to 
kill me for doing an act of mercy on the Sabbath. But all 
of you are in a measure guilty, by vour sympathy with them; 
for you are offended with me at the miracle, on the same 
unrighteous ground. But that you may see the injustice of 
your charge, let me remind you of what often takes place 
in regard to circumcision. That rite was commanded by 
M oses, though it dates from Abraham, and you are so strict 
in performing it at the prescribed time, the eighth day, that 
you circumcise a child even on the Sabbath, if necessary, 
that the law of Moses in this particular be not broken. Do 
you think the Sabbath was first instituted at Sinai, and hence 
give the law of circumcision the preference as older ? Or, 
rather, have you not, of yourselves, decided that in some 
cases the law of the Sabbath must give way to other parts 
of the Law ? You accept the saying of the Rabbis, that 
‘ circumcision drives away the Sabbath.’ But, if you perform 
circumcision, with all the work it involves, on the Sabbath, 
without breaking the day, how can you be angry at me, as 
if I had broken it by a work of mercy so much more bene¬ 
ficial as the making a blind man whole ? Never judge 
by appearance, but look beneath the surface and judge 
righteously.” 

But now some joined the crowd who knew of the plots of 
the authorities against His life , 2 and could not understand 
how He should be allowed to teach thus openly without 
interference. His words anl demeanour had softened their 
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prejudice, and made it seem possible that the authorities 
had become convinced that He was, in reality, the Messiah, 
and sanctioned this course. But the mere suggestion, in the 
shape of a question, was enough to raise a hot dispute 
among theologians so keen. “ Do not the Rabbis toll us,” 
said some, “ that the Messiah will be born at Bethlehem, 
but that He will be snatched away by spirits and tempests 
soon after His birth, and that when He returns the second 
time no one will know from whence He has come ? 1 But, 
we know that this man comes from Nazareth. Our chief men, 
if they choose, may accept Him as the Messiah ; we will not.” 

Jesus was still sitting iu the Temple porch, teaching, but, 
on hearing what was thus openly said in disparagement of 
His Messiahship, He broke off His discourse, and called out. 
to the noisy disputants in a louder voice than He had hitherto 
used,—“ You do certainly, in your own sense, know who 
I am, and whence I come, but in a higher sense you know 
neither. I come forward as the Messiah, not of myself; I 
am sent by One whom you cannot truly know, so long as you 
cling to your worldly ideas of the Messiah—by One win*, 
alone, has the right and power to send forth the Messiah, 
and has exercised them in sending me. I know Him, though 
you do not, for I have come forth from Him, and no other 
than He has sent me.” 

His hearers at once saw what was implied in this. It was 
no less than a claim to have come forth from God, and was 
equivalent to asserting Divine dignity, for He said nothing 
of being only an angel, or embodied heavenly spirit, or 
prophet raised from the dead. He had once before, after the 
very miracle for which He had been so assailed, justified 
Himself by saying, “My Father worketh hitherto, and I 
work ,” 2 and the w ords had sounded so blasphemous, that 
the authorities had sought to kill Him, because He had not 
only broken the Sabbath, but had said that God was His 
Father, making Himself equal with God. The hostile part 
of the' crowd rightly saw a similar claim repeated now, and 
with the wild fanaticism of their ruce in that age, proposed 
to lay hold of Him, and hurry Him outside the city on the 
instant, to stone Him, as the law against blasphemy enjoined. 
But His hour had not yet come, and whether from fear of 
the Galileeans at the feast, or from other reasons, their rage 
died away in words. 


1 Lightfoot on Matt. ii. L 
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The fame of His. miracles in the north had preceded Him 
to Jerusalem, and being now further spread by the reports of 
the Galilman pilgrims, deepened the effect of His cure of 
the blind man at His last visit—the very bitterness of His 
enemies having kept it from being forgotten. Numbers had 
thus been impressed in His favour, even before His appear¬ 
ance at the feast, and not a few of these were so far won 
over by the still higher evidence of His wondrous words, 


and whole 'air and tone, that 


felt constrained to 


many 

admit His claim to be the Messiah. Miracles bad always 
been held a characteristic of the Messiah’s advent, and even 
the bitterest enemies of Jesns did not deny His supernatural 
power. It was evident that He was rapidly gaining ground, 
and the hierarchy knew that if He rose they must fall. If 
they could arrest Him, while His adherents had not as yet 
ventured on an open movement in His support, all might be 


well. 


The Pharisees, therefore, and the Sadducean chief 


priests—mortal enemies at all other times—hastily issued a 
warrant to apprehend Him, and sent some of the Temple 
police to carry it out. 

The sight of the well-known dress of these officials, on the 
outskirts of His audience, told the whole story to the quick 
intelligence of Jesus, and with that readiness which always 
marked Him, He forthwith began a calm and clear antici¬ 
pation of His death as near at hand. 

“ I shall be with you,” said He, “ only a short time longer, 
for I shall soon return to my Father in Heaven, who sent 
me. Then the days will come when sore distress will fall 
upon this city and land for rejecting me, and you will seek 
help and deliverance from the Messiah, that is, from me, but 
ye will not find me then. Persecuted and put to death now, 
ye will then long for me in vain, when for ever gone from 
you, for where I shall then be you cannot go, to fetch me 
from thence as your Saviour.” 

“ What does He mean ? ” asked those around; “ will He go 
to our Greek-speaking brethren—the Hellenists in Egypt, or 
Asia Minor, or some other of the lands of the Gentiles ? ” 6 

The day passed without any attempt to lay hold of Him, nor 
was He disturbed again during the week. The last day of 
the Feast/ known as “ the Hosanna Rabba,” and the “ Great 
Day,” found Him, as each day before doubtless had done, in 
the Temple arcades. He had gone thither early, to meet 
the crowds assembled for morning prayer. It was a day of 
special rejoicing. A great procession of pilgrims marched 
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Beven times round the city, with their lulabs, music and loud- 
voiced choirs preceding, and the air was rent with shouts of 
Hosanna, in commemoration of the taking of Jericho, the 
first city in the Holy Land that fell int-o the handB of their 
fathers. Other multitudes streamed to the brook of Siloah, 
after the priests and Levites, bearing the golden vessels, 
with which to draw some of the water. Ab many as could 
get near the stream drank of it amidst loud chanting of the 
words of Isaiah—“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come yo to 
the waters,” “With joy shall we draw water from the wells 
of salvation ”—which rose in jubilant harmony from the lips 
of all. The water drawn by the priests, was, meanwhile, 
borne up to the Temple, amidst boundless excitement. Such 
a crowd was, apparently, passing at this moment. 

Rising, ns the crowds went by, His spirit was moved at 
such honest enthusiasm, yet saddened at the morul decay 
which mistook a mere ceremony for religion. It was burning 
autumn weather, when the sun had for months shone in a 
cloudless sky, and the early rains were longed for as the 
monsoons in India after the summer heat. Water at all 
times is a magic word in a sultry climate like Palestine, but 
at this moment it had a double power. Standing, therefore, 
to give His words more solemnity, His voice now sounded 
far and near over the throDg, with soft clearness, which 
arrested all : 

“ If any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink , 1 for 
I will give him the living waters of God’s heavenly grace, of 
which, as your Rabbis tell you, the water you have now 
drawn from Siloah is only a type. He who believes in me 
drinks into his soul from my fulness, as from a fountain, the 
riches of Divine grace and truth. Nor do they bring life to 
him alone who thus drinks. They become in his own heart, 
as the whole burden of Scripture tells , 2 a living spring, which 
sKall flow forth from his lips and life in holy words and 
deeds, quickening the thirsty arouud him.”* He meant, adds 
St. John, that this quickening missionary zeal and power 
would first show itself after the descent of the Holy Spirit, 
when He HimStdt had entered on His glory. Streams of 
holy influence, like rivers of living water, would go forth 
from His Apostles through the Spirit’s overflowing fulness in 
their souls. 

1 Liflhtfoot, vol. ii. p. 823. 

* Isaiah xliv. 3; lv. 1; Iviii. 11. Ezek. xlvii. 1, 12. Zech. xiii. I; 
xiv. 8. Joel iii. 1 -23. 
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The whole discourse was now ended. The impressions it 
had left were various. Many who had listened to it, whis¬ 
pered to their neighbours that they were sure “ This was the 
Prophet to come before the Messiah.” Others maintained 
He was the Messiah Himself; but this opinion led to hot 
dispute. “ Does the Messiah, then, come out of Hazareth P ” 
asked the incredulous Rabbinists. “ Does not the Scripture 
say that the Christ comes of the seed of David, and from 
Bethlehem, the village where David was ?” But the division 

1 o 

in the crowd was the safety of Jesus; for those who were 
fiercest to lay hands on Him as a blasphemer and Sabbath- 
breaker, were afraid to do so, so strong did the party seem 
which supported Him. 

The Temple police sent to arrest Him had remained near, 
to the close, to watch their opportunity. But the power and 
majesty of His discourse, which had spell-bound so many 
others, had overawed and impressed even them, so that they 
dared not touch him, and went back to their masters empty- 
handed. To the angry demand for an explanation, they 
could only answer, “ Hever man spake as this man speaks.” 
The Pharisees in the Council, the special guardians of the 
public orthodoxy, professed themselves shocked at such dis¬ 
loyalty on the part of men entrusted with the commission of 
the high ecclesiastical court. “ How can you be so led away ? 
Do you not see that only some of the ignorant rabble believe 
in Him P Have any men of position, any members of the 
Council, or any Rabbis, done so ? They are qualified to 
judge on such matters; but as for the common people, who 
have accepted such a transgressor as the Messiah, it shows 
that they do not know the Law, and are therefore accursed 
of God.” 

One faint voice only was heard in the Council in hesitating 
defence of Jesus. It was that of Nicodemus, His visitor 
by night on His first appearance. “ I know, sirs, you are 
zealous for the Law, 'and rightly condemn those who are 
ignorant of it. But does the Law sanction our thus con- 
demning a man before it has heard Him, and found exactly 
what He has done ? ” He had not moral courage to take a 
side, but could not withhold a timid word. Like all weak 
men, he found little favour for his faint-hearted caution. 

Are you, also, like Jesus, out of Galilee,” they asked, “ that 
you believe in Him? only ignorant Galiloeans do so. Search 
the Scriptures, and you will see that no Galilcean was ever 
inspired as a prophet by God; the race is despised of the 



278 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


Highest, and is it likely it should give Jerusalem the 
Messiah ? ” 

In their blind rage they forgot that, at least, Jonah and 
Hosea and Nahum were Galila?ans, and thev ignored the 
fact that if the followers of Jesus were mostly from the 
illiterate North, He had also not a few even from the sons of 
bigoted Jerusalem. 



CHAPTER L. 


AFTER THE FEAST. 

A LL who attended the Feast of Tabernacles were required 

to sleep in the city the first night at least, but were free 
afterwards to go any distance outside, within the limit of a 
Sabbath day’s journey. Jesus, accustomed to the pure air 
of the hills and open country, and with little sympathy for 
the noise and merriment, or for the crowds and confusion, of 
the great holiday, was glad to avail Himself of this freedom, 
and went out, each night, after leaving the Temple, to seek 
sleep in the house of some friend on the Mount of Olives ; 1 
perhaps to that of the family of Bethany, of which we hear 
so much soon after this. The early morning, however, saw 
Him always at His post in the Temple courts; now in the 
royal porch, now in the Court of the Women, through which 
the men passed to their own. 

The vast concourse of people from all countries, and the 
general excitement and relaxation of the season, had gradu¬ 
ally led to abuses. Pilgrimages, in all ages, have had an 
indifferent name for their influence on morals, and the yearly 
feasts at Jerusalem were probably no exception. 

A large number of people had already gathered round 
Jesus, when a commotion was seen in the Court of the Women, 
where He had sat down to teach. A woman of the humbler 
class had been guilty of immorality, and the scribes, on the 
moment, saw in her sin a possible snare for the hated Galilaean. 
It was not their business, but that of her husband, to accuse 
her; nor could she be legally punished, except by divorce, if 
he, himself, were not a man of pure life. It was the custom, 
however, in cases of difficulty, to consult a famous Rabbi, 
and advantage was taken of this, to entrap Jesus, if possible, 
by asking Him to adjudicate on the case. If he condemned 
her, and insisted that she should be stoned to death , 2 it would 


1 John viii. 1-11. 
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injure Him in the eyes of the people, for the Law, in this 
particular, had long been obsolete, from the very common¬ 
ness of the offence. If, on the other hand, he simply 
dismissed her, they could charge Him with slighting the 
Law, for it was still formally binding. To condemn her to 
death would, moreover, bring Him under the Roman law, 
as an invasion of the right of the governor. 

Leading forward their trembling prisoner, unveiled, and 
exposed before the crowd of men—the bitterest degradation 
to an Eastern woman—they set her before Jesus, and asked 
with feigned humility : 

“ Teacher, this woman has been guilty of sin. Now Moses, 
in the Law, charged us that such should be stoned. What is 
your opinion ? ” 

Knowing their smooth dissimulation, He instinctively felt 
that this mock respect was a mere cloak for sinister designs. 

Yet the incident threw Him into a moment’s confusion. 

/ 

His soul shrank from the spectacle thus brought before Him, 
and in His stainless purity He could not bear to look on the 
fallen one. Stooping down, therefore, at once to hide the 
blush He could not prevent, and to show that He would 
have nothing to do with such a matter, He began to write 
on the dust before Him—most likely the very words He 
was presently to utter. Had they chosen to read them, they 
might have spared themselves the open exposure that 
followed. But they were too occupied with their plot to 
read the warning, and again and again repeated the question, 
to force Him to answer. At last, raising His face for a 
moment and looking straight at them, He 6aid : 

“ Let him, among you, who is free from sin of a like kind, 
cast the first stone at her, as is required of the chief witness, 

by Moses.” 1 

It was an age of deep immorality, and the words of Jesus 
went to their consciences. He had again stooped and begun 
to write, as soon as He had spoken, perhaps to remind them 
how sin, when followed by penitence, is effaced for ever, like 
characters written in dust. Meanwhile, their own bosoms 


became their judges. One after another, beginning at the 
oldest among them, moved off, to the very lust, and Jesus 
was left alone, with the woman, in the midst of the crowd. 


1 Dent. liii. 9, 10 ; xvii. 7. Acts vii. 68. Lucke thinks the reference 
would not be to a sin of like kind only, else it would have set her life too 
much on the cast. 
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Bising once more, and finding only the woman left. He 
asked her : 

“Woman, where are thine accusers? Did no one con¬ 
demn thee, by casting a stone at thee ? ” 

“ No one, Lord.” 

“Neither,” said He, “shall I. I come not to condemn, 
but to save. I am no criminal judge, either to sentence or 
acquit. Go, repent of thy guilt, and sin no more.” 1 

His enemies had often murmured at the pity and favour 
He had shown to the fallen and outcast. They knew how 
He had allowed one sinful woman to wash His feet with her 
tears, and wipe them with her loose hair ; how He had eaten 
with publicans and sinners, and how He even had a publican 
among His disciples. They had hoped to use all this against 
Him, but, once more, their schemes had only turned to their 
own shame. He had given no opinion for the obsolete Law, 
or against it: their own consciences had set the offender 
free.* 

This incident past, He began His discourse again to those 
round Him. He still sat in the Court of the Women, or, as 
it was sometimes called, “ the treasury,” from the thirteen 
brazen chests for offerings, with their trumpet-like mouths 
opening through the wall of its buildings. 3 The court was 
the great thoroughfare to that of the Israelites, which was 

n o 1 

reached from it by the fifteen steps leading to the great 
cate. 

In the address of the day before, He had spoken of 
Himself as alone having the water of life for the thirst of the 
soul. “ To give water to drink,” was a common phrase for 
teaching and explaining the Law, and hence its meaning, 
when used by our Lord, was familiar to all His hearers. 3 
Water, in such a climate, was the first necessary of life, and 
flowing or living waters pictured at once every image of 
joy and prosperity. But the mighty light, filling the heavens, 
the first-born creation of God, lifts the thoughts from in¬ 
dividual benefit to that of the whole race, for light is the 
condition and source of blessing, alike to nature and man. It 
was the characteristic of Jesus to make everything round 
Him, in creation or common life, His texts and illustrations. 
The shouts of the multitude, as they brought up the golden 

1 Paulus, vol. i. p. 410. Sepp, vol. v. p. 176. Lightfoot, vol. iii. p. 328. 
RosenmVller, Liicke, Tholuck, Luthardt, in loc. Ewald , vol. y. p. 480. 
Bibel Lex., vol. ii. p. 63. 

* Godwyn , p. 66. 8 1Work, p. 168. 
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vessel of water from Siloam, had introduced flic discourse on 
the living waters. Round the court in which lie now sat, 
rose the great candelabra, in wlio.se huge cups were kindled 
the illuminations of "the feasts that banished night from the 
city, and in whose brightness the multitudes fouud darkness 
changed to day, and these He now used as a text. 

Pointing to them, and from them to the glorious sun, just 
risen over the Mount of Olives, and shining with dazzling 
splendour on the white houses of the city and the marble and 
gold of the Temple walls and gates, He began a new discourse, 
in language, which, from the lips of a Jew, was a direct claim 
to be the Messiah. 1 * 

“ I am the Light of the World,” said He ; “ that is, of tho 
whole race of man! ” Such words from One who was humi¬ 
lity itself—One acknowledged by all to have unbounded super¬ 
natural power at his command, yet so self-restrained that. 
He never used it for His own advantage, and so unassuming 
and lowly that even the weakest and poorest felt perfectly 
free to approach Him—were uttered with a calm dignity 
which vouched their truth. “In me dwells Divine truth,*’ 
He continued, “ and from me it shines forth, like the light, 
to all mankind. He who becomes my true disciple, and 
follows me sincerely, will no longer walk in the darkness of 
ignorance and sin, which is the death of the 6oul, but in the 
light of everlasting life, given to the children of the Messiah’s 
kingdom.” 

Some adherents of the Rabbinical party, who remained to 
watch Him, listened with eager attention to every word. 
Enraged at the failure of the last attempt to entrap Him, 
the language they had now heard, which was far beyond 
what any prophet had ever claimed for Himself, deepened 
their bitterness. 

“You make yourself judge in your own favour,” said they. 
“You require us to believe you, on your own word. It is 
too much to ask. A man’s witness on his own behalf is 
worthless.” 

“ I do not make myself witness in my own favour,” replied 
Jesus. “ Your rule does not apply to me, for I speak not for 
myself alone, but as the mouthpiece of Him from whom I 
came, and to whom I shall soon return. If yon knew who 
He was, you would be forced to receive His testimony to me. 
But yon do not know Him, and therefore you reject it, for 
you know neither whence I came nor whither I shall return. 
I know, and must know, best, whose messenger I am, and 
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what commission He has given me. Yon have no right to 
accuse me as a deceiver, for you are not in a position to judge 
of me, since you know nothing of my mission. You look at 
me with jaundiced eyes, and judge only by m-y lowly out¬ 
ward appearance, and are thus misled. I, by myself, judge 
neither in my own favour, nor against any one, for I have 
come not to condemn, but to save. If, indeed, in any case I 
seem to judge, as in this instance respecting my commission, 
it is not I, alone, who do so, but I and my Father who has 
sent me judge together, and thus the judgment must be true. 
I am not alone ; the Father who sent me is with me, and 
thus, even by your own Law, 1 by which the testimony of two 
vtf'H is received as true, that which I offer for myself is more 
than sufficient, for I offer you my own word, and no one can 
convict me of untruthfulness, and also the witness of My 
Father. He witnesses for me by the very truths I utter, 
and by the miracles you admit I perform.” 

“ Where is, then, this second witness, Thy Father ? ” re¬ 
torted His adversaries. “ We do not see Him. He must be 


here, if, as you say, He is a witness for you ? ” He had too 
often spoken of God as His Father to permit of any mistake 
as to His meaning, but they affected to misunderstand Him. 
With perfect calmness, Jesus replied, “You ask who is my 
Father, and do not know me, myself. I cannot answer you 
till you have juster conceptions of me. If you looked at me, 
my teaching, and my deeds, in a right light, you would know 
Avho my Father is, for He reveals Himself in me. But your 
hearts are now so prejudiced, that you would not understand 
what I might tell you, either of myself or of Him, were I to 
attempt it.” 

These were bold words in such a place, the very strong¬ 
hold of His enemies ; but as He finished and rose to depart, 
no one laid hands on Him. His hour was not yet come. 

A fragment of another discourse delivered like this in the 
Temple, on one of the following days, has been preserved. 3 
The immediate circumstances preceding are not recorded, but 
there must have been another dispute with His opponents. A 
fresh attempt to win them, followed; with solemn warnings 


of the results of their finally rejecting Him. 

“ The time approaches,” said He, in effect, “ when I shall 
leave you, and when I am gone you will seek me, that is, you 
will cry ont for the Messiah, but in vain, and will look for 


1 Deut. xvii. 6. 


2 John viii. 21. 
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Him without success; yon will fain be delivered from the 
calamities that will come on yon ; but you will die, unpnr- 
doned and unsanctified, with your sins on your souls—die 
here, and die for ever; for your seeking 1 me, that is, the 
Messiah, will not be from faith and repentance, but only a 
despairing cry for deliverance from temporal distress. You 
cannot hope to be able to go up to heaven, to find and bring 

mo down as your Saviour. I shall be gone from you for 
ever.” 


“Will He kill Himself ? ” 


asked one of the bitterest among 


the bystanders, with blasphemous irony. “ In that case, 
certainly, we shall not be either able or willing to follow 
Him, to where He will go ! M 

Taking no notice of the coarse insulting jest, Jesus went 
on to point out, calmly, and with surpassing dignity, that they 
spake as they did only because they could not comprehend 
Him or His sayings, coming as He did from above. “You 
spring from the earth, I from heaven; your natures and 
hearts, in keeping with your origin, are without the higher 
wisdom and Divine life of those who are born of God. You 
have the thoughts and ideas of this age ; I speak those of tho 
New Kingdom of God. It was on this ground I said to you, 
that you would die in your sins, for only faith in me as the 
Messiah, can raise those "who nre not born from above—gross 


fleshly souls, bom only of the flesh—to higher Divine life, in 
time and eternity. If yon do not believe that I am He, you 


shall certainly die in your sins. 



“I am He,” was the sum of Jehovah’s self-proclamation in 
the Old Testament, and it was now repeated, in its lofty 
majesty, by Jesus, of His own Messianic dignity. He could 
assume that the question of the Messiah was the ever-present, 
and supreme thought of all His hearers. The one point wns 
whether He, or another yet to come, "were the expected One. 


The Rabbinists perfectly understood Him, but would not 
acknowledge that they did so, and asked Him contemptuously, 
“ Who art Thou, then ? ” 


“ I am what I have said from the beginning of my minis¬ 
try I was—how can you still ask ? I have much to say 
respecting you, much especially to blame ; but I refrain, and 
coniine myself to my immediate mission—to proclaim to 
mankind what I have received from Him who sent me.” 


Strange as it might seem, though He had used similar temis 
so often that the allusion to God was generally recognised at 
once, His hearers did not in this instance understand Him. 
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Seeing their hesitation, He went on : “ Had you acknow¬ 
ledged me as the Messiah, you would have understood what 

^ * i,' 

I have said of my Father. But when you have crucified me, 

4 - «/ 

you will know that I am He, anpl that I never act alone, hut 

speak only what I have heard from my Father before I came 

into the world. My glory, which will be revealed after I die, 

will force vou to realize this.” He referred to the future 

* 

descent of the Holy Spirit after His resurrection, the 
miracles of the Apostles, the spread of His Kingdom, the 
judgment of God on the nation, and His final return in the 
clouds of heaven at the last day. “ My Father who sent me,” 
He continued, “ has not left me alone, thoug-h you do not see 
Him, but have before you only a lowly man, in the midst of 
enemies ; He is ever with me, for I do always the things that 
please Him.” 

These lofty words must have been wondrously borne out 
by His whole air, and by the calm truth and heavenliness of 
His tone and looks; for, instead of repelling His hearers 
bv the contradiction between claims so awful, and Him who 
made them, which we instinctively feel there must have 
been had they been uttered by sinful men like ourselves, 
they won many to believe in Him, there and then, as the 
Messiah. 

It is impossible not to feel that such words were a distinct 
claim of absolute sinlessness, on which no mere man could 
for a moment venture. Yet in His mouth they seemed only 
the fitting expression of evident truth. Nor is it possible 
to exaggerate their importance. When we remember how 
entirely His whole life was devoted to the enforcement of 
the purest morals, even in the domain of thought and con¬ 
science they acquire a significance that awes the mind. 
Such an absolute purity implied the keenest discrimination 
between good and evil, holiness and sin. “To please God,” 
was with Him no empty phrase, but implied a Divine holi¬ 
ness in th e very fountains of being; pure as the light of a 
morning without clouds. Yet His language respecting Him¬ 
self was always the same. The greatest saints are most 
ready to bewail their unworthiness; but He never for a 
moment humbles Himself before God for sin ; never asks 
pardon for it; and not only makes no approach to expressing 
a sense of needing repentance and forgiveness, but calmly 
takes on Himself the Divine prerogative of forgiving the sins 
of men. The Ideal of humility and truth and holy life, He 
must have known His own spiritual state with exact fidelity, 
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for the passing of even an unworthy thought over such a 
soul, would have instantly clouded its peace and joy. Yet, 
with this perfect self-knowledge, He could calmly claim that 
His Father saw in Him only His own image of perfect holi¬ 
ness, which alone can please Him. 1 

The overpowering impression produced on His hearers, 
was, however, too sudden and superficial for permanence. 

Resuming His discourse, therefore, He went on address¬ 
ing those who, for the moment, in spite of themselves, 
believed on Him—“ If your present professions be deep and 
lasting, and you continue permanently in the same mind, 
acknowledging me as the Messiah, and carrying out my 
teaching in your hearts and lives, you will be my disciples 
indeed. You will then, by experience, know tho power and 
worth of the Divine truths of my Person and teaching, for 
my words are the truth, and the truth will make you 
free.” 2 " 


He spoke, of course, of spiritual freedom ; of emancipation 
from a Binful life by the elevating and purifying influence of 
their new faith; but, like Nicodemus with the new birth, or 
the Samaritan woman with the living water, or the Twelve 
with the leaven of the Pharisees, they understood the word 
only of political liberty, and in a moment showed how little 
they comprehended their new Master's spirit. Their fierce 
Jewish pride was instantly in a blaze. 

“Free! what do you mean?” said they. “We are the 
descendants of Abraham; the race to whom God gave the 
promise of being the first of nations, His chosen people. 
We have never been in bondage to any. What do you 
mean ? ” They conveniently forgot the episodes of Egypt 
and Babylon, and thought of the shadow of political libe rty 
they enjoyed under the prudent Romans, 3 by the retention 
of their own laws, as in the protected States of India under 
Britain. It was an offence punishable with excommunica¬ 
tion for one Jew to call another a slave, 4 and part of their 
morning prayer, even when under a foreign yoke, ran thus 
“ Blessed be the Lord our God, King of the Universe, who 
has made me a free man.” 

But Jesus answered, “With all earnestness, let me tell 
you that every one who commits sin is under the power of 


1 Vllmann, pp. 73, 166. * 

* Bibel Lex., vol. ii. p. 296. Melvill’s Sermons, vol. i. p. 148. New- 
man’H Plain Sermons, vol. ii p. 44. Robertson’s Sermons, vol. i. pp. 2, (jj, 
9 Bell Jud., vi. 6. 2. 4 Eiseumengcr, vol. i. p. 076. 
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sin—a slave under that of his master. I speak of spiritual 
liberty, not of political. You have need of the help I can 
and will give you, if you desire to free yourself from this 
moral slavery—the bondage to your own sinful inclinations 
and habits. You are slaves in the great household of God, 
not sons, and the slave has no claim to remain always in 
the household; it is in the power of his lord to sell him 
to another, or to put him out, when he pleases. All men, 
whether Jews or others, are sinners, and as such, slaves of 
their sin, and must be made free, before they can claim, as 
vou do, to belonsr of risrht to the household of God. He 
will not treat the slaves of sin as His sons, but will turn 
them out of His kingdom as a lord drives out an unworthy 
slave. But I, the Son of God, abide in God’s household, as 
His Son, for ever, and hence if by the truth I proclaim, 
and the grace I secure you, I free you from slavery to sin, 
you will be really free ; not outwardly only, and in name, as 
now. Were I not to be always, as His Son, in the House¬ 
hold of God, my Father, you might doubt my power, or 
fear because of my absence ; but my presence there for ever 
gives you perfect security that the freedom I offer will be 
real and abiding. I know that vou are descended from 


real and abiding. I know that you are descended from 
Abraham, but it is only in a bodily sense. If you were his 
spiritual sons, you would believe in me; but, now, in spite 
of your passing belief, I see that you have turned against 
me already, and gone back to those who would kill me. 
Need I say that you act thus only because my teaching had 
no real hold on your hearts ? I have told you what I have 
seen when I was still with my Father; but you act accord¬ 
ing to the teaching of your father.” 

“ Our father,” interrupted some, “ is Abraham,”—for they 
saw that He meant something else. “ If ye were in the 
true sense,” replied Jesus, “not in mere outward descent, 


the sons of Abraham, you would imitate Abraham; to do so 
is the only descent from him of worth before God. But you 
seek to kill Me, a man who has spoken to you the truth, 
which I have received from God, for your good, because it 
humbles your pride and self-righteousness. Abraham would 
never have acted thus. He received and rejoiced in the truth 
as revealed to him, though it was far less clear than my 
words have made it to you. The fact is, I repeat, with 
unutterable sadness, you act as your father teaches you.” 

“ What do you mean ? ” cried out a number at once. 
“You say that Abraham is not our father; who is our 
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father, then ? Do yon mean that Sarah, onr mother, was 
nnfaithful to Abraham, and that he was only our father 
in name, not in fact r We have only one father, not toro, as 
they who are born from adultery, and if you deny it is 
Abraham , it must be God'* 

“ If God were your father, you would love Me,” quietly 
replied Jesus, “for I am the Very Son of God, proceeding. 
In my Being, from Him, and descending from heaven to 
mankind. I have not come from any personal and private 
act of my own, but as the Messiah sent forth by the Father. 
You cannot understand what I say, because your hearts are 
so gross that you have no ears for my teaching; it is durk 
to you because you are morally blind. So far from being 
the spiritual children of Abraham, far less of God, you are 
children of the devil; and, true to your nature, ye copy your 
father. From the beginning of the human race he was u 
murderer, and put away the truth from him, because there 
is no truth in him. The devil is a bar by nature, and lives 
in lies, and knows nothing of truth, and his children are liars 
like their father—that is, they thrust away the truth from 
them, as you are doing now. 

“ Because I speak the truth, and do not seek, like Satan, 
to win you to evil, by flattering your self-deception and sins, 
you do not believe me. Yet would I deceive you ? \Y1 IO 

of you can convict me of sin? But if I be sinless, I can 
have no untruthfulness, no lie, in me, and, therefore, what 
I speak must be truth and truth only. Hence I am right in 
saying you cannot be the children of God, for he that, is of 
God hears God’s words, that is, hears me, for I speak the 
words of God. That you are not really the children of God, 
though you call yourselves such, explains w f hy you do not 
beheve in Me.” 1 

“ That proves what we said of you,” interrupted some of 
the crowd. “Such language about your own nation shows 
that we were right in saying that you were a Samaritan. J 
an enemy of the true people of God, and possessed with a 

devil.” 

“I have not a devil,” replied Jesus; “ I honour my Father 
by these very words, for they tend to the glory of God. As 
He has taught me, so I teach yon, when 1 say that the 
wicked are servants and children of the devil. Yet, though 
t speak not from my own authority, but that of God, you do 


1 Ullmann , p. 166. 
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me, His messenger, the great dishonour of saying 1 have a 
devil. But I shall not attempt to refute the slander, for 
I care nothing for either your approval or praise. There is 
one here—my Father—who cares for my honour, and will 
judge those who contemn Me. Would that none of you 
expose yourselves to His wrath ! May you rather receive 
from Him life eternal! Once more, let me repeat, He that 


believes in me, and obeys my words, shall never taste 


death.” 

As usual, the hearers put a material sense on those words, 
and understood them of natural death ; taking it as a proof 
of their assertion as to His having a devil, that He could pro¬ 
mise any one that He should never die. “ Even Abraham 
died,” said they, “ and so did the prophets. Whom do you 
make yourself ? Tou put yourself above all men, even the 
greatest. Abraham could not ward off death, nor could the 
prophets. Do you claim to be greater than they ? ” 

“Were I. for mere desire of edorv.” renlied Jesus, “to 


“ Were I, for mere desire of glory,” replied Jesus, 


boast of being greater than Abraham, such glory would be 
idle. If what I have said tend to exalt me, it is not I who 
honour myself, but my Father, by whose authority I act and 
speak, that honours me—my Father, of whom you say He 
is your God. If you fail to see that He constantly does so, 
it is because, in spite of your calling yourselves His people, 
you have not known Him. But I know Him, as only His 
Son can. If I were to say that I did not know Him, and 
speak His words, I should be, like yourselves, untruthful; but 
I both know Him, and keep all His commands, for my whole 
life is obedience to Him. 

“But that you may know that I really am greater than 
even Abraham, the Friend of God ; let me tell you that 
Abraham, when he received, with such joy, the promise that 
the Messiah should come from his race, and bless all nations, 
was rejoicing that He would, hereafter, from Heaven, see 
My day, and He has seen My appearing, from His abode in 
Paradise, and exulted at it.” 

The crowd, gross as usual, understood these words to refer 
to Abraham’s earthly life, and fancied that Jesus was now 
claiming to have been alive so long ago as the time of 
Abraham, and to have known him. 

“ It is two thousand years ago since Abraham’s day,” 
broke in a voice, “ and you are not fifty years old yet; do 
you mean to say you have seen Abraham ? ” 

“ I mean to say,” replied Jesus, “ far more than even that. 
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Let Me tell you, with the utmost solemnity, before Abraham 
was born, I Am.” 

This was the very phrase in which Jehovah had announced 
Himself to Israel in Egypt. 1 It implied a continuous 
existence from the beginuiug, 2 as if the speaker, Himself, 
claimed to be the Uncreated Eternal. Abraham had come 
into being, but He had independent existence, without a 
beginning. 

His hearers instantly took it in this august meaning, and 
Jesus, the Truth, made no attempt, then or afterwards, to 
undeceive them. Utterly turned against Him, they rushed 
hither and thither, in wild fanaticism, for stones, with which 
to put Him to death as a blasphemer. Many of those used 
in the building of parts of the Temple, still incomplete, lay 
in piles at different spots. 3 But Jesus hid Himself among 
the crowd, some of whom were less hostile, and, in the con¬ 
fusion, passed safely out of the sacred precincts. 

* Ezod. iii. 14. 

3 Liicke and Meyer iu loc., Winer, p. 250. VUmann , p. 179. 

* Ant., xvii. 9. 3. 



CHAPTER LI. 


THE LAST MONTH OF THE YEAR. 


P RUDENCE demanded that Jesus should for a time with¬ 
draw from Jerusalem, after the outbreak of murderous 
fanaticism in the Temple courts, and He would be the more 
inclined to this because Judea had, as yet, en joyed so small a 
share of His ministry. The unmeasured religious pride, 
which had resisted any impression in His first lengthened 
visit, might possibly yield, in some cases, after the incidents 
of His work in Galilee and Jerusalem, and doubtless did so ; 
perhaps in more instances than we suspect. But whatever 
the success, He could not leave the special home-land of 
Israel without one more attempt to win it to the New King¬ 
dom* of God. Hence the next months, till after the Feast of 
Dedication in December, were spent either in Jerusalem or 
Judea. 

In these last weeks of His life Jesus found a home, from 
time to time, in the bosom of a village family in Bethany, on 
the east side of the Mount of Olives. When He first came to 
know them is not told; perhaps they were among the few 
fruits of his former sojourn in Judea; possibly the family of 
him who is known in the Gospels as Simon the Leper; 1 whom 
Christ had cured during His early Judean labours, and thus 
won to the Faith. Bethany is easily reached from Jeru¬ 
salem. The flight of steps on the east side of the Temple, 
before the Golden Gate, led to the quiet valley of the Kedron. 
A bridge over the sometimes dry channel of the stream 
opened into a camel path, rising, past Gethsemane, in a slow 
and gentle ascent, over the brow of the hill which lies between 
the Mount of Olives and that which Pompey had defiled by 
his camp,—called, from this, the Hill of Offence. To save 
distance, however, a footway ran from Gethsemane over 
the top of Olivet, and this, travellers like Jesus for the 
most part preferred to the other, easier, but more circuitous 

1 Mark xiv. 3. Matt. xxvi. 2. John xii. 1. 
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road. Descending the eastern slope, a few steps led from the 
bare hill-side, with its scattered, prickly shrubs, to a sweet 
hollow, rich in fig, almond, and olive trees, through which 
wound a road, here and there cut out in the side of the hill. 
Ascending the east end of this dell, Bethany lay close in 
sight, only three-quarters of an hour’s distance from Jeru¬ 
salem, but hidden from it by a spur of the Mount of Olives. 
The ruins of a tower rise, now, over the highest point of the 
village, but they are of later date than the days of our Lord. 
The houses, whitewashed and flat-roofed, lie hidden among 
the surrounding heights, amidst green fields and trees of 
many kinds ; all the more charming, as the eastern side of 
Mount Olivet, the background to the picture, is much more 
barren and dreary than the western. 

In this sequestered spot, on the edge of the great wilder¬ 
ness of Judea, Jesus found a delightful retreat in the vine- 
covered cottage of Martha and Mary and their brother 
Lazarus. Loving and beloved, it always offered a peaceful 
retirement from the confusion and danger of the Temple 
courts, or the still more exhausting circuits of His wider 
southern journeys. It was the one spot, 60 far as we know, 
that He could call home in these last months, but it^ "was 
apparently the sweetest and best loved, He had ever had. 

The household consisted of two sisters anti a brother — 
Martha, Mary, and Lazarus—names which mark the trans¬ 
ition character of the times; for, while “ Martha ” was the 


unchanged native equivalent of “lady,” “Mary” and 
“ Lazarus ” were Greek forms of the old Hebrew “ Miriam ” 


and “ Eleazer.” May we trace, in this superiority to narrow 
conservatism, a liberality in their parents, which led both 
them and their children to receive the Galilamn teacher so 
readily and so fondly? They had evidently been disciples 
before this last stay in Judea; probably from the time of 
their now dead father, who roust often have talked over with 
them his reasons for loving trust in Christ. 

Martha appears to have been the head of the little house¬ 
hold, and may have been, as many have believed, a widow. 1 
The family seems to have had a good social position, and to 
have been above the average in circumstances.’ The cha¬ 
racter of the two sisters shows itself vividly in the first notice. 3 


1 Ewald thinks that Mary was the elder. Getchichte , vol. v. p. 401. 
* John xi. 38. Matt. xxvi. 7. John xii. 2, 3. John xi. 33. 

* Lake x. 38—42. 
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Martha shares the piety of her sister, but fails, at first, to 
rise to such a high conception of the nature and dignity 
of their wondrous Friend as Mary, and is busied with the 
practical cares of life to an extent that seems to Him exces¬ 
sive. Amiably anxious for the comfort of her guest, she is 
absorbed in every detail of hospitality which she thinks likely 
to please Him, while Mary sits at His feet, to listen to His 
words and watch His every look. The busy, motherly 
Martha, seeing her sister thus seemingly idle, feels a passing 
jealousy and annoyance, unworthy of her calmer self—for a 
word or a look would doubtless have been enough—and 
comes impatiently to Jesus with a complaint, not free from 
irreverence. “Lord,” says she, “ do you not care that my 
sister has left me to do all the work alone ? If you speak to 
her, she will help me.” As if to imply that she would pay 
no attention to Martha’s words. 

The gentle calmness of Jesus, too grateful to both for 
their loving tenderness to overlook the good in either, made 
only the tenderest reply. “ Martha, Martha,” said He, “ my 
wants are easily satisfied, and it is, besides, better, like Mary, 
to choose the one thing needful above all—supreme concern 
for the things of God—for it alone can never be taken 
from us.” Of Lazarus, before his death, we only know that 
his spirit and temper were such that Jesus made him, in an 
especial manner, His friend.* 

An incident of this period is preserved by St. Luke. In 
one of our Lord’s journeys in the neighbourhood of Jeru¬ 
salem, a Rabbi, 1 skilled in the Mosaic Law, and, as such, a 
public teacher and interpreter of the Rabbinical rules, rising 
from his seat among his students, as Jesus passed, resolved 
to show his wisdom at the expense of the hated Galilaean, 
and trap Him, if possible, into some doubtful utterance. 
“Teacher,” asked he, “what shall I do to inherit eternal 
life? We know what the Rabbis enjoin, but what sayest 
Thou ? ” 

“ What is written in the Law ? ” replied Jesus, “ how 
readest thou ? For the law of God alone can determine 
such a matter.” 

Quoting a passage which every Jew repeated in each morn¬ 
ing and evening’s prayer, and wore in the little text-boxes 
of his phylactery, he answered glibly, “ Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 


1 Luke x. 25-37. 



294 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


with all thy strength, and with all thy mind,” and added, in a 
Jewish sense, “ and thy neighbour as thyself.” 1 

“ You are quite right,” said Jesus ; “ do this, and you shall 
live.” 

The answer hardly left room for anything further; but 
the questioner would not be balked of an opportunity of 
showing his acuteness, and, perhaps, of drawing Jesus into 
a difficulty. No command was so plain as not to furnish 
subjects for dispute to hair-splitting theologians of his class ; 
and, in this case, there had been endless wrangling in the 
Rabbinical schools on the definition of the word “ neighbour.” 
Jesus, moreover, as was well known, held very broad views 
on the subject; views utterly heterodox in the eyes of the 
schools. Determined not to let conversation drop, the 
questioner, therefore, opened it afresh. 

“ But you have not told me,” said he, “ who is my neigh¬ 
bour. Pray do so, else I may fail in my duty.” 

Instead of answering him directly, Jesus replied, in the 
fashion of the Rabbis themselves, by a parable, which I 
amplify for its clearer understanding. 

“ A certain man,” said He, “ went down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho. You know the way, so steep, wild, and dangerous : 
well called the Bloody Road, for who can tell how many 
robberies and murders have happened on it in these unsettled 
times, when the country is full of men driven from their 
homes by oppression and misery ? 8 As he went on, a band 
of robbers from the wild gorges through which the road 
sinks, rushed out upon him; stripped him, for he w r as a poor 
man, with only his clothes to take from him ; beat him when 
he resisted, and then made off, leaving him half dead. 

“ As he lay bleeding, insensible, and naked on the rough 
stones, a priest, who, like so many more, lived at Jericho, and 
had finished his course at the Temple, went past. He was 
busy reading the copy of the Law, which all priests carry 
with them ; but as he came near and saw the wounded and 
seemingly dying man, he hastily crossed over and passed on 
the other side of the road, afraid of defiling himself by blood, 
or by the touch of one perhaps unclean. 

“ Soon after, a Levite, also from the Temple, came by, and 
he, when he saw the injured man, stepped over to him, and 
stood for a time looking at him, 3 but presently crossed the 

1 Deut. vi. 5. Lev. xix. 18. 

* Pell. Jud., iv. 8. 3. Hieron. ad Jer., iii. 2. 

• See a fine Sermon of Sterne, Sermons, vol. i. p. 57. 
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road again, as if lie had been polluted, and went on in all 
haste, lest the like should happen to himself. 

“ But a Samaritan, travelling that way, came where the 
poor man lay, and, when he saw him, was moyed with com¬ 
passion at his misery ; and went to him, and, lighting from 
his ass, bound up his wounds, after pouring oil mixed with 
wine 1 on them, to assuage the pain and soften the injured 
parts; and set him on his own beast, never thinking whom 
lie might be helping—whether Jew, heathen, or fellow- 
countryman, or of his own danger in such a spot; and 
brought him to the khan, which, yon know, stands at 
the road-side, amidst the bare walls of rocks, three hours 
from Jerusalem. 2 There he had every care taken of him, 
and stayed with him, tending him through the night. His 
own business forced him to leave next day; but before 
doing so, he went to the keeper of the khan, and gave him 
two denarii, 3 telling him to take care of him, and adding, 
that if more were needed, he would give it when he came 
back. 

“ Which of these three, do you think, was neighbour to 
him that fell among the robbers?” 

The Rabbi, true to his national hatred, would not utter 
the abhorred word, “the Samaritan.” “ He that had mercy 
on him, no doubt,” said he. 

“ Go and do thou in like manner,” replied Jesus, and left 
him, it may be humbled and mortified, but it is to be hoped, 
a wiser and better man. 

A fragment of the familiar instructions of these months, 
by which Jesus daily trained His disciples, is preserved to 
us by St. Luke. 4 At an earlier period, He had given the 
Twelve and His other hearers a model of prayer, in the 
Sermon on the Mount, but now, one, perhaps of the later 
disciples, asked for such a form as other Rabbis, and as 
John, taught their followers. With the gentle repetition 
we so often find in the Gospels, Jesus, forthwith, once more 
recited the model He had already prescribed, and took 
advantage of the request, to enforce the value of prayer by 

similar assurances of answer from God as He had given 

» 

1 Isaiah i. 6. 2 Furrer, p. 148. 

3 Equal, in purchasing value, to from Bix to seven of our shillings. 
Dr. S. Davidson's New Test,, Table. Five denarii were the estimate of 
the value of rations of wheat for a month, for one man, in Rome. Fried- 
lander, HUteuffPSr.hichte Roms , vol. i. p. 32. 

i Luke xi. i—13. 
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before. In one detail, however, He varied His language, by 
adding a brief and pointed parable. 

“ You know,” said He, “how it is with men. If any of 
you have a friend, and having gone to him in tho middle of the 
night, call through the door, ‘ Friend, lend me three loaves, 
for a friend of mine has just come to my house from a 
journey; the weather was so hot, he could not start till tho 
cool of the day, and this has made him late, and I have 
nothing to set before him;’ most likely he whom you thus 
disturb will say to you from within, ‘ Trouble me not; the 
door is locked for the night, and my children are with me 
in bed, and I cannot wake them. I cannot get up and give 
you what you ask.’ Yet, if you refuse to leave, and keep 
renewing your request, he will, in the end, rise and give 
you as many loaves as you need, yielding to your importu¬ 
nity, what he would not do for you as his friend. 

“If, now, selfish men listen to those who thus will not take 
a denial, how much more surely will the God of love listen 
to humble and persistent prayer ? Be sure, therefore, that 
they who, with earnest, believing souls, seek the supply of 
spiritual wants for themselves or others, will assuredly have 
their petitions heal’d.” 

While He was still in Jerusalem and its neighbourhood, 
the Seventy, having fulfilled their mission, made their way 
back to Him. 1 Like the Twelve, they returned in great 
joy at their success, and reported that even tho devils had 
been subject to them, through their Master’s name, though 
they had received no such special power over them as He 
had given to the Twelve. It was a moment of calm triumph 

greater results 

hereafter. His spirit caught the contagion of their gladness, 
and gloom and despondency were forgotten in tho vision of 
the future triumph of the New Kingdom—Ilis one all- 
absorbing thought. But there was a danger lest their very 
success might injure them. The consideration they had won 
by it might tend to unworthy pride. It was needful to 
warn them, and moderate their self-confidence. 

“ You need not wonder,” said He, “ that Satan is not able 
to withstand you. Long ere now, I foresaw, in spirit, that 
he would fall like a lightning-flash from the height of his 
power, at my coming, and the putting forth of my might. 
He has fallen, now, to the earth, where his craft and designs 


to Jesus, as the sure anticipation of infinitely 


1 Luke x. 17-24. 
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can be seen and met. His sway is already broken by the 
new-begun Kingdom of God. It has struck him down, as it 
were, from the sky, with its secrecy and sudden surprises ; 
and he is, now, as if seen and easy to shun. I-have broken 
his sceptre, and made it possible for you to do what you 
have done. Take heed, therefore, not to think too much of 
yourselves, as if the success were your own. I now give 
you far greater power than any you have yet enjoyed. You 
will, hereafter, tread all satanic powers—the serpents and 
scorpions of hell 1 —under your feet, as victors tread under 
foot their conquered foes, and nothing will be suffered to 
hinder your triumph as my servants. You need not, there¬ 
fore, fear Satan. 


“ Yet success over the enemy of souls is not that in which 


you should rejoice most. 


It may raise pride, and make you 


too secure. Rather rejoice that your names, as my disciples, 


are in the roll of citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven. 


It is 


an infinitely greater honour than any outward respect these 
wonders could bring you .” 2 

The murderous outburst from which Jesus had fled, was 


now a thing of the past, so that He could once more venture 
into Jerusalem, and even into the Temple. The spacious 
porches were a favourite haunt of the afflicted poor, and 
among those, of a man blind from his birth. Surrounded 
and followed, as usual, by a number of disciples, Jesus 
was, one day, passing, when this man attracted His notice. 
It is not said that He spoke to him; but the mere fact 
of His paying any heed to him, suggested a question to 
some of those around. “ Rabbi,” they asked, “ we have 
been taught that children are born lame, crooked, maimed, 
blind, or otherwise defective, for some sin of their parents, 
or for some sin committed by themselves before birth. Who 
sinned, in this case; this man, or his parents, that he was 
bora blind ?” 


That there was a strict system of rewards and punish¬ 
ments during the present life, according to the merits or 
sins of individuals, had been the original doctrine of Jewish 
theology. It had gradually, however, been modified, though 
still held by the multitude; and it was superseded in the 
New Kingdom by the transfer of final retribution to the 
future world. The Rabbinical theology, sedulously taught 


1 A Rabbinical phrase. See, also, Ps. xci. 13. 

* Ewald, vol. v. p. 436. Hess, vol. ii. p. 216. John ix. 1-41, 
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in every synagogue, sought to reconcile the contradiction 
between the hereditary belief and the facts of life, by laboured 
and unsatisfactory theories. The words were put into the 
mouth of God Himself, in one of the current apologues so 
much in vogue, that “ the good man, if prosperous, was so 
as the son of a righteous man; while the unfortunate good 
man suffered as the son of a sinful parent. So, also, the 
wicked man might be prosperous, if the son of a godly 
parent ; but if unfortunate, it showed that his parents had 
been sinners .” 1 It was further believed that a child mi^ht 
sin before its birth, though it is a question whether there 
was any general idea of the transmigration of souls, to 
account for suffering as the punishment of sin in some 
earlier existence . 2 

“ The affliction of this man,” replied Jesus, “ has been 
caused neither by his own sin, nor by that of his parents; 
but his being born blind offers an opportunity for the dis¬ 
play of the Divine power and goodness in his person. It is 
on such sufferers as he that I must show the mighty works 
which God has given me to do as the Messiah. In His 
service I must labour unweariedly, for God, my Father, never 
ceases to do good. Like Him with His work, I cannot inter¬ 
mit mine even ou this day, though it be a Sabbath. I am 
like one who cannot leave his task till the night, when no 
one can w’ork. Night is coming erelong to me, when I shall 
cease from all such labours, as the workman docs at the 
close of day. As long ns I am in the world, I must be the 
light of men; when I depart, the light will be withdrawn.” 

He might have opened the eyes of the poor man by a 
word, but a great lesson w'as to be taught His enemies. He 
wished to protest once more against the hypocritical strict¬ 
ness of the Rabbinical observance of the Sabbath, which so 
entirely destroyed the true significance of the holy day. He 
would show that it was in full accordance with the office 
ofthe Messiah, not only Himself to do what the dominant 
party denounced as Work, on the Sabbath, but to require it 
also from him whom He cured. 

It was the belief, in antiquity, that the saliva of one who 
was fasting was of benefit to weak eyes, and that clay re¬ 
lieved those who suffered from tumours on the eyelids. It 
may be that Jesus thought of this ; at any rate, stooping 
to the ground, and mixing saliva with some of the dust, Ho 


1 Berachoth. Rah. 7 a. 


* Lightfoot, vol. iii. p. 33R. 
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touched the eyes of the blind man with it, and then sent him 
to wash it off in the pool of Siloam. It was impossible that 
the clay or the water could restore the eyesight; but Jesus 
hud once more asserted His right to do works, of mercy on 
the Sabbath, in opposition to the narrow pretences of the 
Pharisees, and the faith of the man himself was put to the 
test. He forthwith did as commanded, and his sight was at 
once made perfect. 

Full of childish delight at the possession of the new 
amazing sense, the man must have attracted attention, even 
where the change wrought in his appearance prevented his 
being recognised. He was well known in the city as a 
beggar, blind from his birth. Presently, some asked, doubt¬ 
ing their senses, “if this were not he who sat every day 
begging ? ” “ It is he,” said one. “ It is some one like him,” 
said others. “ I am he,” said the man. “ How did you get 
tout sight, then ? ” asked a number at once. The man told 
them. “Where is this Jesus?” they asked again; but he 
could not tell. 

It was clear that another great miracle had been performed 
by the Teacher whom the authorities denounced; and, hence, 
from whatever motive, the man was taken before them. The 
sight of him might change their feelings towards Jesus, for 
even they did not pretend to deny the supernatural power of 
their hated opponent, though they tried to attribute it to the 
help of the Prince of Devils. 

Brought before the dignitaries of the Law and Temple, 
the man had to repeat the story of his cure. The miracle 
could not be denied; but the character of Christ might, at 
least, be discredited, for it appeared that he had dared to 
break the Sabbath both in act and word. “ This man is not 
of God,” said some of the Council, “ for does not the Law 
expressly forbid the anointing of the eyes with saliva on the 
Sabbath, as work ? 1 And, besides, no healing is permitted 
on the Sabbath except when life is in danger.” 2 

“ How could a man that commits sin work such miracles ? ” 
replied some of the more liberal-minded. “ God would never 
give such power to such a person. There is something 
special that needs looking into in this case of what you call 
Sabbath-breaking, before you decide so confidently.” 

They were hopelessly divided, and at last, like Orientals, 

1 Maimon Schnbb., 21. Buxtorf, Syn. Jud., c. 1G. 

* Schottg ., ad Matt. xii. 9, 
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resolved to get the opinion of the man himself. They asked 
him, therefore, what he thought of Him who had cured him. 
“ I think Him a prophet,” answered the sturdy confessor. 
But it would never do to admit this, for even the Rabbis 
owned that a prophet might dispense with the laws of tbo 
Sabbath. 


The hostile party in the Council were in a strait, and 
would fain deny the fact of the miracle altogether. They 
would, at least, require more evidence than the man’s own 
word. Sending the officers for his parents, therefore, they 
had them brought before them, and asked them : 

“ Is this your son, who, as you say, was born blind ? How 
comes he to see, if that were so?” But'the question brought 
no relief, for the parents shrewdly refused to commit them¬ 
selves beyond the bare acknowledgment that he was their 
son, and that he had been born blind. “ He i6 of age—ask 
him,” added they. Nor was their caution unjustified, for 
they had heard that if any one acknowledged Jesus as the 
Messiah, he would be “put out of the synagogue ; ” a punish- 
mcntinvolving the direst consequences socially and religiously. 
It was, in fact, the lesser excommunication, which lasted 


thirty days, but might be lengthened for continued im¬ 


penitence, or curtailed by contrition. 


It shut a person 


utterly from the synagogue, for even if he entered it, he was 
reckoned as not present; no mourning for the dead, and no 


rite of circumcision could take place in his house, and no 
one but his wife or child could coine within four cubits of 


him. 1 


The discomfited Council could only fall back on the man 
himself. “He must,” they told him, “take care of himself, 
else they would have to deal with him. He had better tell 
the whole truth, and confess what he knew about this Jesus, 
aud thus show that he feared God, by giving Him the glory ; 
for we know very well,” said they, “that this man is a 
sinner.” But he was neither to be brow-beaten nor dragooned, 
and would not yield an inch to either threats or persuasions. 
“ It is a very strange thiug,” said lie, “ that you talk about 
Him so. I can say nothing about His being a sinner; I 
only know that whereas I was blind, now I see.” 

Foiled once more, they fell back on their first question. 
41 What is it you say He did to you ? How was it He 
opened your eyes? ” But they had to do with one of sterner 


1 Bibtl Lex.. Art. Ban*. 
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and manlier stnfE than most. “ I told you all that already,” 
replied he, “ and you did not listen ; why do you wish to 
hear it again ? Are you, also, like me, inclined to become 

His disciples ? ” 

The court was not accustomed to be treated'with so little 
deference and awe; their pride and dignity were sadly 
flustered, and they forgot both in their excitement. With 
the passionate heat of Orientals, they stooped to insult and 
wrangle with the humble creature at their bar. As they 
could get nothing against Jesus from him, they branded him 
as His disciple. “ You are a disciple of this Galiltean ; we 
are the disciples of Moses, the man of God: we know that 
God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we know not 
who has sent Him—it must have been Beelzebub, at best.” 

Unabashed, and true-hearted, the man was not to be put 
down by either priest or Rabbi. “ Well, this is very strange,” 
retorted he. “ You say you don’t know who has sent Him, 
and yet He has opened my eyes ! A man who has done that, 
must, as you know, have come from God, and be no sinner; 
for every one knows that God alone can give power to work 
such a miracle, and He does not hear sinners, but only those 
who worship Him truly, and do His will. So wonderful an 
instance of the power of God being granted to any man has 
never been heard of, as that which lias been granted to this 
Jesus ; for, from the beginning' of the world such a thing 
was never known, as the opening of the eyes of a man born 
blind, even by the greatest of the prophets. There is no 
such thing in any part of the Law or the Prophets. If this 
man were not from God, He could do nothing.” 

“What!” screamed several voices at once. “You, a 
creature tainted to your very soul with sin, before your birth, 
and born with its miserable punishment on you—you, an 
out-and-out worthless wretch—do you venture to teach us ? 
You are excommunicated.” And so they cast him out of the 
synagogue, there and then. 

The report of this incident soon reached Jesus. The blind 
beggar was the first confessor in the New Kingdom, and its 

or? O' 

Lord lost no time in acknowledging and strengthening one 
who had owned Him fearlessly before the very Council 
itself. Seeking him out, and telling him He had heard of 
His grateful fidelity, He added, “You believe on the Son of 
God, do you not ? ” The name, as that of Jesus Himself, 
had not reached him, but he knew it as one of the titles 
of the expected Messiah. “ Who is He, Lord,” asked he, 
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instantly, “ that I may believe on Him ? ” “ Thou hast seen 

Him, even now,” answered Jesus, “and it is He who talks 
with thee.” It was enough. The healed one had beforo 
him the mysterious Being whose power towards himself had 
shown him to be “the messenger sent of God,’’ Him whom 
ho had only now confessed. “ Lord,” said he, “ I believe,” 
and rendered Him, forthwith, the w r orship due to the Messiah, 
God’s anointed. b 

Meanwhile, a crowd had gathered, as the beggar, now seeing 
not only with bodily but spiritual eyes, threw himself at His 
feet. It was a moment of deep emotion. Addressing Him¬ 
self to those around, among whom, as usual, were some of 

the ever-watchful Rabbis, Jesus seized the opportunity for a 
few more words of warning. 

“ I am come into the world,” said He, “ fan in hand, to 
separate the wheat from the chaff, and to bring a judgment¬ 
like division among men. The poor in spirit who feel their 
need of Divine truth, and mourn their spiritual blindness, 
are enlightened by me, but those who think they see, and 
fancy they know the truth, are shown to be blind, and are 
shut out from my kingdom, to the blindness they have 
chosen.” 

“ Are we blind, then ? ” asked some of the Rabbis in the 
crowd. He had classed them as those who fancied they 
alone saw, and their pride was roused by His venturing to 
speak of them, the teachers of the nation, os blind—language 
so opposed to the servility shown them as a rule. 

“ Blind ? ” replied Jesus, “ it would be well if you were 
so; for, in that case, your disbelief in me would not be sinful. 
It would not show a wilful resistance to Divine truth, but 
only that you had not yet attained the knowledge of it. 
But since you claim to see, it makes your unbelief criminal, 
and deepens your guilt; for it is your spiritual pride which 
leads you to reject me, and thus keeps you from believing, 
and so receiving pardon.” 

In the East, as in lonely mountainous districts of our own 
country, the relation of a shepherd to his Hock is very 
different from the mechanical and indifferent one of some 
other parts. The loneliness of pastoral life in these coun¬ 
tries throws man and the creatures he tends so much together 
—binds them so to each other by a sense of companionship, 
of dangers shared, and pleasures mutually enjoyed—that the 
Eastern shepherd, like his counterpart on our own mountains, 
forgets the distance between himself and his flock, and 
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becomes their friend. Nor is the sense of dependence only- 
on his side. The sheep are drawn to their protector as much 
as he to them. They are all to each other. They share in 
common the silence and lonely magnificence of the moun¬ 
tains or the desert. We learn to love that for which we 
brave peril ; and the dangers of torrents, of robbers, of 
wolves, of thirst, or of straying, endear, to the Oriental, the 
flock for which they are borne, as the dangers of winter 
storms, or mountain mists, and the thousand incidents of 
pastoral life in wild districts, do with our Highland shep¬ 
herds. 

Nothing, therefore, could be more touching, in a pastoral 
country like Palestine, than images of care or tenderness 
drawn from shepherd life, and such Jesus now introduced 
with surpassing beauty . 1 

“ I have come into the world,” said He, in effect, “ to 
gather together into a great fold the new Israel of God. 
He who enters by the door is a true and authorized under- 
shepherd, but any who enter otherwise are not true leaders 
and shepherds, but are like thieves and robbers, who climb 
over the wall for evil ends. 

“ When the true shepherd thus enters by the door, the 
sheep he tends hear his voice, and he calls them by name, 
and leads them out. And when he has led forth all his own, 
he goes before them, as the shepherds before their sheep, and 
his flock follow him, because they know his voice . 2 And, as 
a stranger, who is not the shepherd known by a flock, 
scatters it in alarm, as soon as the sheep hear his voice, so, 
while true shepherds are recognised as such by the spiritual 
Israel, pretenders are known by their words, and shunned.” 
The drift of this parable, or allegory, was sufficiently trans¬ 
parent, but those at whom it was pointed were too self- 
satisfied to recognise it. They declared it unintelligible. 

Jesus, therefore, felt Himself necessitated to repeat the 
main thought, and thus enforce it on their attention. 

O ' _ 

“ I see,” said He, “ that you do not understand the parable 
i have just delivered: let me explain it. I tell you with 
the utmost solemnity, I am the one only Door of the fold of 
the flock of God. Other teachers have sought to lead you 
in your day, but all who have done so, before my coming, 

1 See Sermon by F, W. Robertson. Sermons, 2nd series, p. 283. 
John x. 1-21. 

2 Land, and Book, pp. 202-4. Tristram, pp. 140, 141. Bibel Lex., 
vol. iii. p. 105. 
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are like the thieves and robbers who enter a fold over the 
wall. I frankly tell yon I mean the priests and Rabbis, my 
enemies. They have refused to enter, through me, the Door, 
and have rejected me. But the true sheep of God—the 
spiritual Israel—have not listened to them. Note well, as I 
repeat it—I, alone, am the Door of the true fold of the flock 
of God. If any one enter by me into the fold, as a shepherd 
or teacher and leader of the flock, he, himself, will be saved 
in the world to come, and preserved to life eternal, and will 
have free entrance to the sheep here, to lead them out to 
pasture. He who does not thus enter through me, seeks tho 
sheep only for selfish and evil ends; like the thief, who, 
avoiding the door, climbs over into the fold, to steal, kill, 
and destroy. I may call myself, in opposition to such false 
shepherds, not only the Door, but the Good Shepherd, for I 
have come, not to destroy the flock of God, but to give them 
true abiding life in my kingdom, and that with all fulness 
and delight of spiritual joys. 

“ I am, indeed, the Good Shepherd, for I come to lay down 
my life for the sheep. But he who is a hireling and not 
a true shepherd—he who seeks to lead and teach the flock 
of God, not from love and 6clf-sacrifice, but for gain ; tho 
hypocrite who pretends to be a shepherd—sees the powers of 
evil coming like a ravening wolf, to tear the flock by perse¬ 
cutions ; and flees, and leaves it to its fate, so that they 
snatch off many, and scatter all. He thus flees because ho 
is only a hireling, thinking of himself and caring nothing 
for the sheep. 

“ I, once more, am the Good Shepherd, and no hireling, 
for I know my sheep, and they know me with such deep 
communion of love and spiritual life as there is between my 
heavenly Father and myself; and I shall presently lay down 
my life for them. Yet not for those of Israel alone. I 
have other sheep, of other lands, and them also I must lend 
into the one fold, that there may be but one flock, 1 under 
me, the one Shepherd. 

“ But this triumphal issue can be reached only by my 
death and resurrection; yet I rejoice to die thus for the 
sheep, since the love of my heavenly Father rests on me, 
because I give myself for them. I die freely, of my own 
choice, a willing self-sacrifice. No one takes my life from 

1 Not fold. The word is rolfinf, a flock, not atfXij, a fold, as in the 
earlier part of the verse. 
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mo, but. I lay it down of myself . 1 I am sent forth by my 
Father, as the Messiah, and, as such, lay down my life and 
take it again, not to carry out any purpose of my own, but 
to complete the great plan of salvation God has designed. 
It is in obedience to His Divine command I thus freely give 
myself up to death, and it is to complete the gracious plan 
of mercy towards the flock which my death will redeem, that 
I shall rise again from the grave as their Great Shepherd, to 
guide them to heaven.” 

Had the bigoted crowd known the full significance of 
some of these words, they would have risen against Jesus 
once more; for the future admission of the heathen into the 
New Kingdom of God was more distinctly intimated than 
ever before. As the end of His work drew nearer, the 
narrow prejudices even of the Twelve were ever more con¬ 
stantly kept in view, and the thought that the kingdom He 
was founding must embrace all nations, daily enforced. 

But neither this wide catholicity, which a Jew would have 
held as treason to his nation, nor the mysterious allusions to 
His own future, were rightly understood. The old slander 
that “ He had a devil, and was mad in consequence, and not 
worthy to be listened to,” rose from the lips of some, and 
the best that even the most liberal amongr the crowd could 

• o 

say, was the negative praise—“ These are not the words 
of one who is possessed.” Besides, though a devil might, 
perhaps, work some miracles through man as its instru¬ 
ment, it was impossible to believe that it either would or 
could work one so beneficent and stupendous as the opening 
of the eyes of one who had been born blind. 


1 Schleiennacher's Predigten, vol. iv. p. 66. 



CHAPTER LII. 

A WANDERING LIFE. 

TT was now near the end of Chislev, “ the cold month,” 

equivalent to part of our November and December. 
The twenty-fifth of the month, which, according to Wieseler, 
fell, this year, on the 20th December, was, with the next 
seven days, a time of universal rejoicing; 1 for the Dedication 
Festival, in commemoration 2 of the renewal of the Temple 
worship, after its suspension under Antiochns Kpiphanes, :i 
was held through the week/ 

Jesus, ever pleased to mingle in innocent joys, and glad 
to seize the opportunity for proclaiming the New Kingdom, 
which the gatherings of the season afforded, once more re¬ 
turned to Jerusalem to attend it. He had been in the neigh- 

i o 

bourhood since the Feast of Tabernacles, nearly three 

" i- 

months before, and this visit would be the last, till HiH finnl 
entry, to die. 4 

The weather had been wet and rough, 5 so that He was 
fain to avail Himself, like the crowds, of the shelter of the 
arcade running along the east side of the Temple enclosure, 
known as Solomon’s Porch, from the fragment of the first 
Temple, left standing by Nebuchadnezzar. 6 

The rain drove the people from the open courts, and 
Jesus, like others, was in the porch, apparently without His 
disciples. The time was fitted to w-ake the old temptation 
of ambition, had it had any charms. How ensily might He 
eclipse the hero of all this rejoicing, and by His super¬ 
natural pow r er achieve victories, compared with which those 
of Judas Maccabeus would be nothing ! But His aims were 
far nobler. 

Such secret thoughts may have risen among the Pharisaic 
party, themselves, respecting Him. Be this as it may, they 

' Lightfoot, on John x. 22. Evald, xol. iv. p. 856. s tA t^Kaivta. 

* b.o. 175-163. The profanation of the Temple was D.c. 167-164. 

4 John x. 22-42. * Augusti und De Wette't Bibel. 6 Ant.,xx. i l. 7 
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now suddenly came and began to ask Him if He would not, 
at last, relieve their minds by some direct and express de¬ 
claration whether He were the Messiah or not. It may be, 
He could read in their looks that He needed only to speak a 
word to have their support, and He knew that both they 
and the nation, at such a time, were ready to flame into 


universal enthusiasm for any chief who "would undertake 


to lead them against Rome. 


But earthly ambition had no 


attractions for His pure spirit. 

“We have waited long and anxiously,” said tluy, “for 
some decisive word. If Thou art the Messiah, tell us 


* 

“ I have already told you,” answered Jesus, “ both by the 
witness of the miracles I have done in my Father’s name, 
and in words; but you have not believed me, because, as I 
said not long ago, you are not my disciples, or, as I love to 
call them, my sheep. If you had been, you would have be¬ 
lieved in me . 1 You may, yourselves, see that you are not 
of my flock, for those who are so listen to my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me, as sheep know and listen 
to the voice of their shepherd, and are known by him, and 
follow him. Nothing, indeed, can be more close and abiding 
than my relations to them, for I lead them not to mere earthly 
good, but give them eternal life, and am their shepherd 
hereafter as well as here ; taking care that they shall never 
perish, and that no one, even beyond death, shall snatch 
them out of my hand. Moreover, being in my hand, they 
are, in reality, in that of my Father, for He is ever with me, 
and works by me. He gave them to me at first, and He 
still guards them, nor can any one snatch them from His 
hands, for He is greater than all the powers, of earth and 
hell. Wonder not that I speak of their being both in my 
Father’s hands and in mine, for I and the Father are One.” 

The excitable, fanatical crowd had listened patiently till 
the last words, which seemed the most audacious blasphemy 
—a claim of essential oneness with the Almighty. Scatter¬ 
ing themselves in a moment once more in search of stones, 
with which to kill Him for what they deemed His crime, 
they presently gathered round Him again with them, to fell 
Him to the earth. But Jesus remained undismayed. “ I 
have done many great works of mercy,” said He, calmly, 
“ which show that the Father is with me, because they could 
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only come from the presence of His power. They are 
enough to show you that He thinks me no blasphemer. For 
which of these mighty works will j’ou stone me ? ” 

“We would not think of stoning Thee for a good work,” 
answered the crowd ; “ it is for your blasphemy ; that you, 
a man, should make yourself God.” 

‘' Is it not written in your Law,” 1 replied Jesus, “of tho 
rulers of Israel, the representatives and earthly embodiments 
of the majesty of Jehovah, your invisible King, ‘ / said. Ye 
are gods?' If God Himself called them gods, to whom this 
utterance of His came 2 —and you cannot deny the authority 
of Scripture—how can you say of me,—whom the Father 
has consecrated to a far higher office than ruler, or even 
prophet, to that of Messiah; and whom He has not only 
thus set apart to this great office, but sent into the world 
clothed with the mighty pow r ers I have shown, and the ful¬ 
ness of grace and truth you now see in me,—that I blaspheme, 
because I have said I am God’s Son ? Your unbelief in me, 
which is the ground of the charge, would have some excuse 
if I did not perform such works as prove me to have been 
sent by my Father. But if I do such works, then believe 
them, if you will not believe me; that you may thus learn 
and know b that what I have said is true, that the Father 
is in me, and I in the Father.” 

They had waited for a retractation, but had heard a defence. 
Instantly, hands were thrust out on every side, to lay hold on 
Him, 3 and lead Him outside the Temple, to stone Him ; but 
He shrank baok into the crowd, and passing through it, 
escaped. 

Jerusalem and Judea were evidently closed against Him, 
as Galilee had been for some time past. There seemed only 
one district in any measure safe—the half-heathen territory 
of Perea, across the Jordan. The ecclesiastical authorities 
and the people at large, instead of accepting Him, and the 
spiritual salvation He offered, had become steadily more 
obdurate and hostile. It was necessary at hist to give up all 
attempts to win them, and to retire, for the short time that 
yet remained to Him, to this safer district. He chose tho 

S art of it in which John had begun his ministrations; pcr¬ 
aps in hopes of a more hopeful soil, from the cherished 
remembrance of His predecessor,—perhaps as a spot sacred 
to holy associations of His own. 
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Here, with His wonted earnestness. He once more pro* 
claimed the New Kingdom, and was cheered by a last flicker 
of success ; for crowds once more resorted to Him, many of 
whom became His disciples . 1 “ John,” said they, “ did no 
miracles, great though he was, but his testimony to this 
Man, who was to come after him, that He was greater than 
himself, is true; for not only does He teach us the words of 
truth, He confirms them by mighty wonders, which show 
Him to be thd Messiah.” Jesus was reaping, as Bengel says, 
the posthumous fruit of the Baptist’s work. 

The quiet retreat of Perea was, however, soon to be broken. 
The family of Bethany, to whom Jesus owed so many happy 
hours, had been in health when He left, but a message sud¬ 
denly reached Him from the two sisters, Mary and Martha, 
the very simplicity of which still touches the heart: “ Lord, 
he whom Thou lovest, our brother Lazarus, is sick.” His 
love, they felt, would need nothing more . 2 The messengers 
doubtless expected that He would have returned with them at 
once ; but He saw things in a higher light, and moved on a 
different spiritual plane. Instead of going with them there¬ 
fore, He dismissed them, with the intimation that the sickness 
would not really end in death, but would be overruled by 
God to His own glory, by disclosing that of His Son—Jesus 
Himself. It "was from no indifference that He thus delayed, 
though it left His friends to bitter disappointment, and 
Himself to the suspicion of neglect. “ He loved Martha and 
her sister, and Lazarus,” says John. But still He delayed, in 
obedience to a higher counsel than that of man. 

The messengers had taken a day to come, and it would 
take another for Jesus to go to Bethany; but though He 
knew this, He remained two days more in the place where 
the sad news had reached Him. On the third day, however, 
He surprised His disciples, who had fancied that He hesitated 
from fear of His enemies, by telling them that He was about 
to return to Judea. 

“ The Rabbis and priests were seeking only the other day 
to stone Thee, Rabbi,” said they in amazement; “ and art 
Thou really going back into the very jaws of danger P ” 

“ The time allotted me by God for my work,” replied 
Jesus, “ is not yet done, and so long as it lasts no one can 
harm me. The time appointed for a man is like the hours 
of light given to a traveller for his journey. There is no fear 
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of his stumbling in the day, because he sees the sun ; but. ns 
He stumbles when it has set, so man, though he walk safely 
till the appointed time ends, can do so no longer when it is 
over. Till mine is over, I am safe.” 

Pausing a few minutes, He went on to tell them why He 
was going to Bethany, in spite of all danger. “ Our friend 
Lazarus,” 6aid He, “ has fallen asleep, but I go that I may 
awake him out of sleep.” Unwilling to expose themselves 
or their Master to unnecessary peril, their wishes read in 
these words a cause for remaining where they were. “ To 
sleep is good for the sick,” said they, thinking He spoke 
of natural sleep. But their hopes were speedily dushed. 
“ Lazarus,” said He, now openly, “ is dead, and 1 am glad 
for your sakes, that I was not there to heal him from mere 
sickness. The far greater proof of my Divine glory, which 
you will see in my raising him from the grave, would not 
have' been given, and thus you would have lost the aid to 
still firmer trust in me, which is so necessary now I am so 

soon to leave you.” 

Such words might have at once quieted their fears and 
kindled their zeal; but they still saw in His return to Judea 
only a journey to His own death. Thomas the Twin at last 
broke silence: “It becomes us to do all that our Master 
commands, even when He asks us to risk our lives. Let us 
go with Him, that we may show our love and fidelity by 
dying with Him.” A true-hearted but sad man ! 

It is clear that Jesus feared violence, for as He approached 
Bethany, He lingered outside the village, as if to learn how 
matters stood, before venturing farther. Nor was it without 
cause, for notwithstanding their friendship with Jesus, the 
family of Lazarus, moving in good society as they did, hud 
many friends and connections amongst those hostile to Him, 
and a number of these had come to pay the customary visit 
of condolence to the two sisters. 

The four dayB since the death had been sad ones in the 
little household. They had fasted nil the day after it, and 
had since eaten nothing but an occasional egg, or some 
lentils ; for that was the only food allowed mourners for 
the first seven days. The corpse, which had had a lamp 
burning beside it from the moment of death, as a symbol of 
the immortality of the soul, had been borne to the grave after 
a few hours, 1 an egg had been broken as a symbol of mor- 


1 Generally a' out hree boars after. 



LAZARUS SLEEPETH. 


311 


tality, and the cottage left to the two survivors. The funeral 
procession had been sad enough, with its dirge flutes, and 
lured wailing women ; the two sisters and their relations 
following, and then the neighbours and friends ; for it was 
held a religious duty in all who could, to attend a corpse to 
the grave. At the grave’s mouth, the men had chanted the 
sublime ninetieth Psalm in a slow circuit of seven times 
round the bier, on which lay the dead wrapped in white linen. 
The long procession, headed by the women veiled, had stopped 
thrice on the way to the grave, while the leader spoke words 
of comfort to the bereaved ones, and tender exhortations to 
passers by,—“ Comfort ye, comfort ye, ye dear ones ! Lift 
up your souls, lift up your souls! Come to me, all ye who 
are of sad and troubled heart, and take part in the sorrow 
of your neighbours.” 1 

Once more in their desolate home, the sisters, with veiled 
heads, even in their own chamber, and with unsandalled feet, 
sat down on the earth, in the midst of a circle of at least ten 
friends or professional mourners with rent clothes and dust 
on their heads. None spoke till the bereaved ones had done 
so, but every sentence of theirs was followed by some word 
of sympathy and comfort, and by the wails of the mourners. 2 
And thus it would be for seven days, and had been for four, 
before Jesus arrived, for many friends had come from Jeru¬ 
salem to comfort the two sisters. 

Word was presently brought to the house, that Jesus had 
come, and forthwith, Martha, true to her character as the 
more active of the two sisters, rose from the ground, where 
she and Mary had been sitting, and went out, wrapped in 
her mourning dress and deeply veiled, to go to Him; but 
Mary remained where she was, for she had not heard the 
good news. 

“ Lord,” said Martha, when she saw Him, “ if Thou liadst 
been here, my brother would not have died,” as if she 
thought, “ Why did He then delay ? ” But as she looked at 
Him her faith revived, and she added, “ Yet though he be 
dead, 1 know that God will grant you your utmost prayer, 
even if it be to receive back Lazarus from the dead.” 

“ Your brother will rise again,” replied Jesus, in designedly 
ambiguous words, to lead Martha’s faith from mere personal 
interest to higher thoughts. Martha understood Him only of 
the resurrection at the last day, in which she felt assured 

1 Dukes, p. 247- 3 Sepp, vol. v. pp. 349-361. Lifjhtfoot , in loo. 
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Lazarus would have part, and had hoped for something so 
much nearer and greater, that so vague an answer disap¬ 
pointed her. She could only find words to say, with s#d 
resignation, that “ she knew that he would rise,” as Jesus 
had seemed to say, “at the last day.” 

It was well she answered thus, for Jesus presently used 
her words to turn her from mere personal interests to Him¬ 
self, and in doing so, uttered that wondrous sentence which 
has carried hope and triumph to millions of the dying and 
the bereaved, and will do so while time and mortality endure. 
“I"—and no other but I—“am the Resurrection and the 
Life. He that believeth on me, though He were dead, yet 
shall he live, and whosoever liveth and believeth on me shall 
never die ”—words which we may paraphrase thus :—“ I am 
He whose is the power to raise from the dead, and make 
alive for evermore. He that believeth in me, though his 
body die, will yet continue to live without break or inter¬ 
ruption ; for, till the resurrection, he will be in paradise, and 
after it, and by its means, he will enter on the fulness of life 
eternal. And every one who is still alive, and believes in 
me, will never die, in any true sense; for the death of the 
body is not really death, but the open gate into life eternal. 
Belie vest thou this ? ” 

“Yea, Lord,” sobbed out the stricken heart. “I believe 
that Thou art the King-Messiah, the Son of God, who was 
to come into the w'orld;” and having made this great con¬ 
fession, she went away to call her sister secretly, for fear 
of those hostile to Him among her own friends. “ Mary,’’ 
whispered she, “ the Teacher is here, and wills for thee.” 
She would not mention the name, for caution. 

It was enough. The next instant Mary was on the road 
to Jesus, who was still outside the village, in the place where 
Martha had met Him. The way to the grave was in that 
direction, and the friends, concluding she had gone thither 
to weep, kindly rose and followed her, that she might not be 
left to her lonely grief. Jesus could no longer remain hidden, 
but the presence of hostile witnesses confirmed the more 
strikingly the great miracle that was to follow. 

Falling in tears at the feet of Jesus, and embracing them, 
Mary’s full heart overflowed in the same lament aa her 
sister's, for they had often spoken the same words to each 
other: “ Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not 
died.” The presence of her friends, who she knew were no 
friends of His, hindered more. It was a moment fitted to 
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move even a strong heart, for those around, with true Orien¬ 
tal demonstrativeness, wept and lamented aloud, along with 
Mary. But the sight of men who were filled with the bit¬ 
terest enmity to Himself, joining in lamentations with 
Mary, His true-hearted friend—men with no sympathy for 
the highest goodness, but ready to chase it, in His person, from 
the earth, because it condemned their cold religious hypocrisy 
—showing natural tenderness while such malignity was in 
their hearts, roused liis indignation, so that he visibly shud¬ 
dered with emotion, 1 and had to restrain Himself by an 
earnest effort. Yet the cloud of righteous anger passed off 
in a moment, and sorrow for His friend, and for the grief of 
the loved one at His feet, asserted itself. Silent tears trickled 
down His cheeks, for, though He was the son of God, He was, 
also, no less truly than ourselves a man moved by the sight 
of human sorrow. 

The group of mourners were variously affected, the most 
kindly remarking how dearly lie must have loved the dead 
man, that He should now weep so at His death. But the 
more malicious and hardened only saw in His tears a wel¬ 
come proof of His helplessness, for had it been otherwise, 
could He not as well have cured Lazarus of his illness as 
jjive sisrlit to the blind ? The healing of the blind man must 

O w w 

surely have been a cheat, for certainly He would have come 
to Bethany sooner, had He been able to do anything for His 
sick friend. The muttered words reached the ear of Jesus, 
and roused anew His indignation; and thus, with mingled 
anger and sorrow, He reached the grave. 

Like most tombs in the limestone districts of Palestine, it 

t 

was a recess cut in the side of a natural cave, and closed by 
a huge stone fitted into a groove. 2 

In this gloomy niche lay Lazarus, swathed from head to 
foot in loose linen wrappings, and now four days dead. 

“ Take away the stone,” said Jesus. 

But Martha, with her plain matter-of-fact nature, shrank 
at the words, for she thought of the awful spectacle of her 
brother, now hastening to corruption. Christ’s words about 
the resurrection had taken away any hope of seeing Lazarus 
alive again till the great day, and she would rather the sacred 
remains were left undisturbed. A gentle reproof from Jesus 
was, however, enough to let her leave Him to His will. 
“ Did not I send word to thee by thy messenger, that if thou 

1 be Wettc and Meyer. 2 Capt. Wilson, Pal. Fund Rcpts 1870, p. 66, 
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wouldst only believe thou sliouldst see the glory of God ? ” 
So they took away the stone. 

Jesus had already, in the stillness of His own breast, com¬ 
muned with the Father, and knew, in Himself, that His 
prayer that Lazarus might be restored to life had been heard. 
Lifting up His eyes to heaven, He now uttered His thanks 
that it had been so. “ Father, I thank Thee that Thou hast 
heard me—yet I knew that Thou hen rest me always, for 
Thy will is ever mine, and mine is ever Thine. H it, 1 thank 

Thee thus, for the sake of those who stand around, that they 

° * % 

may be convinced that what I do is. done in Thy power, und 
that I am assuredly sent forth from Thee.” 

What followed is best given in the words of St. John. 

■ ■ And when He had thus spoken, He cried with a loud voice, 
Lazarus, come forth . 1 And he that w.is dead came forth, 
bound hand and foot with grave-clot Ins; and his face had 
been bound about with a napkin (that had tied up his jaw 
four days before, when it fell, in death). Jesus saith unto 
them, 1 Loose him, and let him go (home) : ’ ” and lie who 
had been dead, now freed from his grave-clothes, himself 
returned, in the fulness of youthful strength and health, to 
the cottage from which he had been carried forth on a bier 
four days before. 

Of the after-history of Lazarus, with one momentary ex¬ 
ception, we know nothing, for none of the numerous tradi¬ 
tions and legends respecting him are reliable. He is said to 
have been thirty years old when he was raised from the dead, 
and to have lived for thirty years after; to have been of 
royal descent ; to have owned a whole quarter of Jerusalem, 
and to have been, by profession, a soldier. His bones were 
said to have been found in the year a.d. 890, with those of 
Mary Magdalene, in the island of Cyprus! and the remains 
thus honoured were carried to Constantinople. Other tradi¬ 
tions take him to Marseilles, and speak of him as the first 
Christian Bishop of that city. 2 But the very extravagance 
of these legends shows their worthlessness as history. 

The results of the miracle were momentous to Jesus Himself. 
Many of the party of the Rabbis who had come to comfort the 
giBters, found themselves constrained to believe in one whose 
claims were attested by an act so transcendent and so indis¬ 
putable. But some justified all that Jesus had said of their 
malignity, by not only shutting their eyes to what they wore 


1 John xi. 43, 44. 


* Hoffmann, pp. 357, 358. 



THE SANHEDRIM. 


315 


determined not to admit, but by playing the informer to the 
ece 1 esiastieal authorities. 

The erreat ecclesiastical court of the nation, known in the 

O ' 

Talmud as the “ Sanhedrim,” bad been in abeyance for many 
years, for there is no trace of it during the whole period of 
the Herods, or of the Romans. 1 The name, indeed, occurs 
in the New Testament, but it is simply as the Greek word for 
“an assembly,” 0 which was adopted by the Rabbis at a later 
period. Herod had broken up the great Rabbinical council, 
and, henceforth, the only authorities recognised as the foun¬ 
tains of Jewish Law were the schools of such Rabbis as 
Hillel and Shammai. There was no such thing as a legal 
,1cwish court which had power to enforce its decisions. The 
authority granted to the leading schools was only a tribute 
of confidence in their soundness and wisdom. Hence, in the 
days of Christ, there was no legal Jewish court in existence, 
and the criminal processes mentioned in connection with Him, 
were only acts of assemblies which the high priest for the 
time, the only representative of the old Theocracy recognised 
by the supreme Roman authority, called together in angry 
baste, informally, and which acted by no judicial rules of 
procedure.- 

Such an illegal gathering was summoned by the Sadducean 
chief priests and the leading Pharisaic Rabbis, to discuss 
what should be done respecting Jesus, now that the incon¬ 
testable fact of the resurrection of Lazarus had crowned all 
His preceding miracles. Having no idea of a Messiah apart 
from political revolution to be inaugurated by Him, it seemed 
likely that, if something were not done to put Him out of 
the way, the excitement of the people, through His miracles, 
would become irresistible, and lead to a national rising, 
fiercer even than that of Judas the Gralilaean. To the popular 
party, represented by the Pharisees present, this would be no 
undesirable issue; but the courtly Sadducees shrank from 
any disturbance, fearing that, in the end, the Romans would 
cnish it with their legions, and, as a punisment, abolish the 
hierarchical constitution, which gave them their wealth and 
position; and, with it, the ecclesiastical and civil laws which 
flattered the nation with an illusory independence. 

The Temple, and all the far-reaching vested interests 
bound up with it, had long existed only on sufferance, and 
would at once perish in the storm of a national insurrection; 
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And the nation, stripped of its local laws, so vital to a theo¬ 
cracy, would be secularized into a part of Rome, w’ith the 
hated imperial heathen law’, instead of the laws of God and 
the Rabbis. 

The acting high priest at this time was Joseph Caiaphas. 
He had been appointed by the procurator, Valerius Gratus, 
shortly before that governor left the province, in a.d. 25, 
when Jesus was about twenty years of age, and he continued 
to hold his great office till the year a.d. 36, when he was 
removed by the proconsul Vitellius, shortly after the recall of 
Pilate. He was, in every way, a creature of the Romans, 
and, as such, received little respect from the nation, though 
his dignity secured him official authority. 

Rising in the meeting, which had been hitherto very 
divided and irresolute as to the wisest course to be taken, 
Caiaphas begged to give his opinion : 

“ You know nothing at all,” said he, “ else you would not 
have so much questioning and discussing. You have not 
considered that it is expedient for you, in view of your in¬ 
terests as priests and Rabbis, that this one man should die, 
to save Israel from the certain destruction that threatens 
it, if you let Him stir up a Messianic revolt; for, in that 
case, the whole nation must perish. The Romans will come 
with their legions and close our Temple, annul our inde¬ 
pendence by abolishing our law’s, and waste us with fire and 
sw’ord.” 

There could be no misconception of words so plain. They 
were a distinct advice to those present to put Jesus to death, 
as the one way to save themselves, and maintain things as 
they were in Church and State. 1 Words so momentous, for 
they decided the fate of Jesus, might w’ell seem to St. John 
no mere human utterance, but..the involnntary expression, 
through unworthy lips, of the near approach of the supreme 
act in the Divine plan of mercy to mankind. 

From that day the death of Jesus was only a question of 
time and opportunity. Henceforth, the Jew’ish primate and 
his suffragans kept steadily in view—in concert with their 
hereditary and deadly enemies, the Rabbis—the arrest of 
Jesus, and His subsequent death. Their officers, or any one 
hostile to Him, might apprehend Him at any moment. It 
was clearly no longer possible for Him to show Hims&lf 
openly, and He, therefore, retired with His disciples to a city 
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called Ephraim, now difficult of identification. It seems to 
have been in the wild uncultivated hill-country, north-east of 
Jerusalem, between the central towns and the Jordan valley. 
A village now known as El Taiyibeh, on a conical hill, com¬ 
manding a view of the whole eastern slope of" the country, 
the valley of the Jordan, and the Dead Sea, though only 
sixteen miles from Jerusalem, has been thought by Dr. 
Robinson the site. 1 It answers at least in its secluded 
privacy, and the ready access it offers to the still wilder 
regions beyond. 

Only a few weeks remained of our Saviour’s life, and these 
He had to spend as a fugitive, to whom no place was safe. 
He had, however, the joy of seeing the old enthusiasm of the 
multitudes revived, for Matthew and Mark both speak of 
the great numbers who followed Him in this closing period, 2 
attracted, doubtless, more by the fame of His past miracles, 
and by continuous displays of the same supernatural power 
towards the diseased of every kind, than by His teaching. 
Yet there must have been not a few “ sheep ” in such vast 
gatherings. The clouds were parting as the day closed, and 
were being lit with sunset colours, before the nig'ht dark¬ 
ened all. 


From Ephraim He soon passed over the Jordan, to what, 
for the moment, seemed a safer retreat. The lesser excom¬ 
munication, which had driven Him from the synagogues of 
Gialilee and Judea, had perhaps expired, or the bann may not 
have been effective in Perea; for He once more had access to 
these assemblies on the Sabbaths, and was allowed, as before, 
to teach the people, who were thus most easily reached. It 
was impossible, however, that He could long avoid collision 
with some or other of the countless Rabbinical laws which 
fettered every movement of free spiritual life, and, as in the 
past, the fanatical Sabbath laws offered the first occasions 
of trouble. Two instances are recorded by St. Luke. 3 

As He was teaching on a Sabbath in the synagogue of one 
of the outlying towns of Perea—half Jewish, half heathen 
—He noticed in the audience, behind the lattice which sepa¬ 
rated the women from the men, a poor creature drawn 
together by a rheumatic affection, which had bowed her 
frame so terribly that she could not raise herself erect. As 
she painfully struggled into her place, Jesus saw her, and 
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doubtless read, in her supplicating looks, and in the very 
fact that she had come to the House of God in spite of such 
physical infirmity, an evidence that she was a fit subject for 
His pitying help. Rising, and calling across the congrega¬ 
tion to her, the welcome words fell on her ears—“ Woman, 
thou art loosed from thine infirmity.” The cure was instan¬ 
taneous. In a moment she was once more straight and 
whole, after eighteen years of deformity, and her irrepres¬ 
sible thanks to God for the mercy vouchsafed her, rang 
through the synagogue, and made a great commotion. 

The head of the congregation, however, was a cold 
Rabbinical pedant. Intensely professional, he could see no¬ 
thing but an irregularity. It was the Sabbath day, and 
the Rabbis had decided that no cure was lawful on the 
Sabbath except where death was imminent. “ Silence,” 
cried he, indignantly, “ there are six days in which men 
ought to work; it would be much more becoming if this 
person were to remember that; and if you, for your part, 
want to be healed by Him, see that you come on a week-day, 
so that He have no excuse for breaking the holy Sabbath, 
by doing the work of curing you on it.” ■ 

Indignation flashed from the eyes of Jesus, and turning 
to the speaker, He denounced his heartless formalism, so 
utterly opposed to the true religion of which He was the 
official representative. “ You, and the whole class who think 
with you, are hypocritical actors,” said He; “ your words 
prove it, for they are contradicted by your daily conduct. 
Do you not on the Sabbath loose your asses, or your oxen, 
from the manger, where they are tied, and lead them away to 
water them ? And if so, ought not this woman, a daughter 
of Abraham, and, as such, one of God’s own people—who 
is of unspeakably greater worth than any ox or ass—to he 
loosed to-day, though it be the Sabbath, from this bond with 
which Satan has chained her, for now, eighteen years ? ” 

There could be no reply to such a vindication. The ruler 
and his party were silenced and put to shame before the 
quick-witted audience. The worship of the letter had ro 
cmved another deadly blow. 

A second incident, very similar, occurred Roon after. One 
of the leading Pharisees had invited Jesus to dine with him 
on tho Sabbath, as the day specially devoted to social en¬ 
tertainments by the Rabbis,*—with the sinister design of 
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>vniching Him and reporting to those in authority. 1 A 
number of Rabbis and Pharisees had been invited to meet 
Him, but they had not yet lain down to their meal, 2 when a 
man, who had the dropsy, entered the open door of the house 
with others, who dropped in, with Oriental freedom, 3 to look 
on and stand about. In his case, no doubt, the motive of 
his coming was that he might attract the notice of Jesus. 
He was afraid, however, to speak, for fear of those present, 
and patiently waited to see if Jesus would, of His own accord, 
cure him. He had not long to wait. Looking at him, 
Jesus turned to the guests with the question He had asked 
before, in similar circumstances : “ Is it lawful to heal on 
the Sabbath, or is it not ? ” In their consciences they could 
not say it was not; but few men have the courage of their 
opinions when current sentiment runs the other way, so 
thev said nothing. But silence was a virtual affirmative, for, 

V O 9 

if it were wrong, it was their bounden duty, as the public 
guardians of religion, to say so. Passing over, therefore, to 
the swollen and wretched being, He put His hand on Him, 
cured him at once, and sent him away. Then, turning to the 
confused and baffled company, He completed their discom¬ 
fiture by an appeal similar to that which He had made in 
the case of the woman healed shortly before. “ Which of 
you, let me ask, if his son, 6 or even only his ox, had fallen 
into a pit, would not immediately draw him out, on discover¬ 
ing it—even on the Sabbath ? ” Ho wonder that nothing 
further was said on the subject. 

The couches on which the guests reclined at meals were 
arranged so as to form three sides of a square, the fourth 
being left open, to allow the servants to bring in the dishes. 
The right-hand couch was reckoned the highest, and the 
others, the middle and the lowest, respectively, the places 
on each couch being distinguished in the same way, from 
the fact that the guest who reclined with his head, as it 
were, in the bosom of him behind, seemed to be the lower of 
the tw'o. The “ highest place ” on the highest couch, was, thus, 
the “ chief place and human nature, the same in all ages, 
inevitably made it be eagerly coveted, while, as precedence 
w T as marked by nearness to it, there was an almost equal 
anxiety to get as close to it as possible. With the vanity and 
self-righteousness of a moribund caste, there was no little 

1 Luke xiv. 1-24. 3 Verse 7. 

3 Stephen's Incidents of Travel in Egypt, etc., vol. i. p. 32. 
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scheming among the Rabbis for the best position, and much 
anxiety on the part of the host not to give offence; for to 
place a Rabbi below any one not a Rabbi, or below a fellow- 
Rabbi of lower standing, or younger, was an unpardonable 
affront, and a discredit to religion itself. The intolerable 
pride that had made one of their order, in the days of Alex- 
andei Jannaeus, seat himself between Alexander and his 
queen, on the ground that “ wisdom ” made its scholars sit 
among princes, remained unchanged. Such petty ambition, 
so unworthy in public teachers of morals and religion, and so 
entirely in contrast with His own instructions to His disciples, 
to seek no distinction but that of the deepest humility, did 
not fail to strike the Great Guest, who had calmly taken the 
place assigned Him. Addressing the company, He told them, 
“ You are wrong in revealing your wishes, and obtruding 
your self-assertion in such a way. Let me counsel you how 
to act. If invited to a marriage feast, never take the chief 
place on the conches, lest some one of higher standing for 
learning or piety come, and your host ask you to go down 
to a lower place, to make room for the more honoured guest. 
Take, rather, the lowest place, when you enter, that your 
host, when he comes in, may invite you to take a higher, 
and thus honour you before all. Pride is its own punish¬ 
ment in this, as in far graver matters ; for, whether before 
God or man, he who exalts himself will be humbled, and he 
who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

It was an old custom in Israel to invite the poorer neigh¬ 
bours to the special meals on the consecrated ffesh of offer¬ 
ings not used at the altar, and on similar half-religious 
occasions, to brighten their poverty for the moment by kindly 
hospitality. This beautiful usage was, in the time of Jesus, 
among the things of the past, for the priest or Rabbi of His 
day would have trembled at the thought of being defiled by 
contact with people whose position made it impossible to be 
as scrupulous in the observance of the endless legal injunc¬ 
tions demanded, as themselves. 

The meal at which Jesus was now present was very 
possibly one to which, in old times, such very different guests 
would have been asked. Or, it may be, the luxury dis¬ 
played drew the attention of one so simple in His habits. 
Not a few neighbours, in very different circumstances from 
the guests, had probably entered, to look on and listen, but 
caste looked at them askance, as if they were an interior 
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race. Noticing this, our Lord addressed Himself to the host 
in a friendly "way : 

“ Have yon ever thought what hospitality would yield you 
most pleasure ? When you wish on special occasions to give 
a dinner or supper, there is one course on which you would 
look hack upon with the purest joy. Do not invite your 
rich friends to it, or your family or kinsmen, or well-to-do 
neighbours. They will invite you in return, and this will 
destroy the worth of your act, for which you expect a re¬ 
compense from God at the resurrection. Instead of such 
guests, invite the poor, the hungry, the lame, the maimed, 
and the blind. If you entertain such, they will reward you 
richly by their gratitude, and if you have invited them from 
an honest heart, as a duty, God Himself will remember it at 
the resurrection of the righteous.” 

One of the guests had listened attentively. The mention 
of the resurrection of the righteous, naturally, under the 
circumstances, raised the thought of the heavenly banquet 
which the Rabbis expected to follow that event. “ Blessed 
are those,” said he, “who shall eat bread at the great feast 
in the Kingdom of God, after the resurrection. It would, 
indeed, be well to give such entertainments as Thou hast 
named, which would be thiis so richly repaid in the world 
to come.” 

This remark gave Jesus an opportunity of delivering a 
parable which must have run terribly counter to the pre¬ 
judices of the company. The spirit of caste that prevailed 
in the hierarchical party, and their utter want of sympathy 
for the down-trodden masses, were abhorrent to His whole 
nature. It was daily clearer that the religious and moral 
impulse by which He was to revolutionize the world, would 
never come from Israel as a nation. The opportunity had 
been offered, and even pressed, but it had been rejected, and 
hence He w T as free to proclaim the great truth, which, for a 
time, He had held back, that the heathen, as well as the 
Jew, was invited, on equal terms, to the privileges of the 
New Kingdom of God. It was specially necessary in these 
last months of His life to make this prominent, that the 
minds of the disciples, above all, might be prepared for a 
revolution of thought so momentous and signal. He there¬ 
fore, now, took every opportunity of showing that the invi¬ 
tations of the New Kingdom, in fulfilment of the eternal pur¬ 
pose of God, were to be addressed as freely to the heathen as 
to Israel, and that the religion He was founding was one of 
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spirit, and truth, and liberty, for the whole wokld. This 
revelation, so transcendent in the history of the race, He 
once more disclosed, had they been able to understand Him, 
at the Pharisee’s table. 

“A certain man,” said He, as if in answer to the last 
speaker, “ made a great sapper, and sent out invitations to 
many guests; 1 giving them ample time to prepare, and to 
keep themselves free from other engagements. When the 
night fixed for the banquet came, he sent his servant, 
moreover, once more, as is usaal, to those invited, to say that 
all was ready, and to pray them to come. But though they 
had had ample time to make all arrangements, they were still 
alike busy and unconcerned about the invitation, and, as if 
by common agreement, each in turn excused himself from 
accepting it. ‘ I have just bought a field,’ said one, 1 and 
must go and see it; I beg your master will hold me excused,’ 
and went off to his land. ‘ It is impossible for m<? to 
come,’ said another, ‘for I have just bought five yoke of 
oxen, and am on the point of starting to try them.’ A 
third begged to be excused because he had just been married, 
and could not come, as he had a feast of his own. 

“The servant had, therefore, to return to his master with 
this sorry list of excuses, each of which was a marked affront. 
4 1 shall see that my feast has not been prepared for nothing,* 
said the intending host ; 4 go out, at once, to the streets and 
lanes of the city, and bring in all the poor, the maimed, 
the blind, and the lame you can find, that my table may be 
filled.’ 

“ There being still room, however, after this had been done, 
the householder further ordered the servant to go outside 
the city to the country roads and hedgeways, and gather any 
waifs and beggars he found, and compel them to come in, 
for his house must be filled, and none of the men he invited 
to his supper should taste it.” 

Had the hearers but known it, this parable was a deadly 
thrust at their most cherished prejudices. The priests and 
Rabbis, leaders of the nat’on, had been invited again and 
again, by Jesus and His disciples, to the spiritual banquet of 
the New Kingdom, but they had despised the invitation, 
on any excuse, or on none. The poor and out-east people, 
the sinners and publicans, and the hated multitude, who ne¬ 
glected the Rabbinical rules, had then been summoned, and 


1 Luke xiv. 15. 24. 
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had gladly come, and, now, the invitation was to go forth to 
those outside Israel—the abhorred heathen—and they, too, 
were to come freely, and sit down at the great table of the 
kingdom of the Messiah, with no conditions or disabilities; 
while those who, in their pride, had refused the invitation, 
were finally rejected. 

It was the proclamation, once more, of the mighty truth 
which might well be too hard for those who first heard it, 

o * 

to understand, since it is imperfectly realized after nineteen 
centuries; that external rites and formal acts are of no 
value with God, in themselves ; that He looks at the con¬ 
science alone; that neither circumcision nor sacrifices, nor 
legal purifications, nor rigid observance of Sabbath laws, nor 
fasts, but the state of the heart, determines the relation of 
man to God. 


Before leaving the world, our Lord would put it beyond 
question that His religion knew no caste or national privi¬ 
lege ; that it was independent of the cumbrous machinery 
of rite and ceremony, which had crushed the life out of the 
religion of the Old Testament; and that it could reign, in 
its Divine perfection, in any human heart that opened itself 
to the Spirit of God. 



CHAPTER LIII. 

IN PEREA. 


r | THE incident of the Sabbath meal, in the honse of the 

Pharisee, 1 had occurred ns Jesus was journeying by slow 
stages towards Jerusalem. He had long ago felt that to go 
thither would be to die; but His death, in whatever part of 
the country He might be apprehended, was already deter¬ 
mined by His enemies, and it was necessary for the future 
of His Kingdom that He should not, like John, perish ob¬ 
scurely in some lonely fortress, but with such publicity, and 
so directly by the hands of the upholder of the old Theo¬ 
cracy, as to leave their deliberate rejection of His teaching 
in no doubt, and to bring home to them the guilt of His 
death. 

Yet He was in no hurry. It was still some time to the 
Pas* over, and He advanced leisurely on His sad journey, 
throngh the different villages and towns, teaching in the 
synagogues on the Sabbaths, and anywhere, day by day, 
through the week. Meanwhile, the miracles which He 
wrought before continually increasing multitudes, excited 
in Herod, the local ruler, the same fear of a political rising 
as had led him to imprison the Baptist. 

In spite of our Lord’s earnest effort to discourage excite¬ 
ment, by damping every worldly hope or ambition, in the 
crowds that followed Him, and leaving no question of His 
utter refusal to carry out the national programme of a 
political Messiah, Herod was so alarmed that he made efforts 
to apprehend Him. Had the throngs increased with His 
advnnce from place to place, as they well might, so shortly 
before the Passover, He would have entered Jerusalem with 
a whole army of partisans, and compromised Himself at once 
with the Roman authorities. 

He, therefore, spared no efforts to discourage and turn 
back to their homes those whom He saw attracted to Him 


1 Luke xiv. 25-85. 



CONDITIONS OF DISCIPLESHIP. 


325 


from other than spiritual motives. He -wished none to 
follow Him -who had not counted the cost of doing so, 
and had not realized His unprecedented demands from His 


disciples. Instead of courting' popular support, now that 
His life was in such danger, He raised these demands, and 
refused to receive followers on any terms short of absolute 
self-surrender and self-sacrifice to His cause, though He had 
nothing whatever to offer in return beyond the inward 
satisfaction of conscience, and a reward in the future world, 


if the surrender had been the absolutely sincere and dis¬ 


interested expression of personal devotion to Himself. 

“ Consider well,” said He, “ before you follow me farther. 


I desire no one to do so who does not without reserve devote 


himself to me and my cause. He must tear himself from all 
his former connections and associations, and offer up, as a 
willing sacrifice, the claims of father, mother, wife, children, 
brother, or sister, and even his own life, if necessary, that 
fie may be in no way hindered from entire devotion to me 
and my commands. Short of this, no one can be my dis¬ 
ciple. Nor can he who is not willing to bear shame and 
suffering for my sake. You cannot be my disciples unless 
you are ready to be virtually condemned to die for being so ; 
unless, as it were, you already put on your shoulders the 
weight of the cross on which you are to be nailed for con¬ 
fessing mv name. 

O %/ 

“ It is, indeed, no light matter, but needs the gravest con¬ 
sideration. You know how men weigh everything before¬ 
hand in affairs of cost or danger; much more is it needful 
to do so in this case. No man would be so foolish as to 


begin building a house without first finding out the cost, 
and seeing if he can meet it. He will not lay the foundation, 
unless he be able to finish the whole structure, for he knows 
that to do so would make him the scoff of his neighbours. 
Nor would any king or prince, at war with another, march 
out against him, without thinking whether he could, with 
ten thousand men, overcome an enemy coming with twice 
as many. If he feel that the chances are against him, lie 
will seek to make peace before his enemy come near, and 
will send an embassy to him to propose conditions. No less, 
but rather much more, careful consideration of the dangers 

9 o 

you run, of the greatness of my demands, of the losses you 
must endure, of the shame and suffering certain to follow— 
are needed before casting in your lot with me. 

“Yet, as 1 have repeatedly said before, it is the noblest of 
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all callings to be my disciple, if you really can accept mv 
conditions. For to him who is truly my follower, it is given 
of God to keep alive and spread the spiritual life of men, as 
salt keeps sound and fresh that which is seasoned by it. My 
disciples are designed by God to be the spiritual salt of the 
earth. But if the honour be greater, so much the greater 
is the responsibility ; for if a follower of mine, through 
hankering after worldly interests, lose his spiritual life ami 
thus lose his power to further my cause, how can he hope to 
regain it ? He is like salt that has lost its strength, and, as 
such worthless salt is cast out by men, so he will be cast out 
of God, from the kingdom of the Messiah, at the great day. 
He who is thoughtful, let him ponder of all this ! ” 

A great English writer has pictured an imaginary cha¬ 
racter as having a sweet look of goodness, which drew out 
all that was best in others. There must have been some 
such Divine attraction to the poor and outcast in the looks 
and whole person of our Lord. India is not more caste- 

ridden than the Judea in which He lived. The aristocracy 

♦ 

of religion regarded the masses of their own nation with hatred 
and disdain, and all men of foreign birth with bitterness 
still deeper. The ruin of long, disastrous years of civil 
war and foreign domination, had covered the land with 
misery. The reign of the Herods had been a continued 
effort to rebuild burned towns, and restore exhausted 
finances ; but the Roman tax-gatherer had followed, vam¬ 
pire-like, and had drained the nation of its life-blood, till it 
was sinking, as all Roman provinces sank, sooner or later, 
into general decay. In a land thus doubly afflicted by social 
proscription, and by ever-increasing social distress—a land 
of mutual hatreds and wrongs—the suffering multitudes 
hailed with instinctive enthusiasm one who, like Jesus, 
ignored baleful prejudices; taught even the sunken and hope¬ 
less to regain self-respect, by showing that He, at least, still 
spoke kindly and hopefully to them, in all their sinfulness 
and misery; and by His looks and words, no less than by 
His acts, seemed to beckon the unfortunate to gather ronnd 
Him as their friend. It must have spread far and wide, 
from His first entrance on His ministry, that He had chosen 
a publican as one of His inmost circle of disciples, and that 
He had not disdained to mingle w r ith the most forlorn and 
degraded of the nation, even in the friendliness of the table 
or the cottage. From many a windowless hovel, where the 
smoko of the household fire made itB way out only by the 
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door, and the one earth-floored apartment was shared by the 
wretched family, with the fowls, or even beasts they chanced 
to own 1 —a hovel which the priest or Rabbi would have 
died rather than defile himself by entering—the story spread 
how the great Galihean teacher had not only'entered, but 
had done so to raise the dying, and to bless the living. All 
over the land it ran from mouth to mouth that, for the first 
time, a great Rabbi had appeared who was no respecter of 
persons, but let Himself be anointed by a poor penitent 
sinner, and sat in the booth with a hated publican, and 
mingled freely in the market-place with the crowds whose 
very neighbourhood others counted pollution. Still more, it 
was felt by the proscribed millions, the Cagots and Pariahs 
of a merciless theocracy, that He was their champion, by 
the very fact that He was deemed an enemy by the dominant 
caste ; for opposition to it was loyalty to them. 

Hence, the multitudes who, on this last journey especially, 
gathered round Jesus with friendly sympathy and readiness 
to receive His instructions, were largely composed of the 
degraded and despised—the “ publicans and sinners ” from 
far and near. The Rabbis enjoined 2 that a teacher should 
keep utterly aloof from such people, “ even if he had the 
worthy design of exhorting them to read the Law ”—that is, 
even with the view of reclaiming* them. It was a sign that 
1 wisdom did not dwell with one ’ if he went near the thief 
or the usurer, even when they had turned from their evil 
ways . 3 The superstitious reverence demanded for those 
who kept the Rabbinical laws strictly, was only equalled 
by the loathing felt towards the ignorant commonalty. No 
Rabbi, or Rabbi’s scholar, might on any account marry a 
daughter of the Am-ha-aretzin, or unlearned, for the gross 
multitude were an abomination, and their wives loathsome 
vermin ; and the most repulsive crime known to the Law 4 
was no worse than to marry among them . 5 No one might 
walk on a journey with a “ common man.” It was sternly 
forbidden to pollute the Law by being seen to read it before 
one. Their witness was refused in the Jewish courts, and it 
was prohibited to give testimony in their favour; no secret 
was to be told them; they could not be guardians of orphans, 
nor allowed to have charge of the alms-box of the synagogue; 
and if they lost anything, no notice was to be given them of 
its having been found. 

1 Furrer, p. 222. 2 Mechilta, f. 37 c. 8 Tanchuma , fol. 3. 2. 

4 Deut. xxvii. 21. 8 Pesachim , fol. 49. 2. 
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No wonder tlmt the Rabbis, and the hierarchical party 
at large, owned that “ the hatred of the common people 
towards the ‘ wise ’ was greater than that of the heathen 
towards Israel, and that their wives were even more tierce in 
their hatred of them than their husbands.” 1 

That Jesus should outrage the established laws of privi¬ 
lege and exclusiveness, by permitting those to follow Him 
whom Rabbis would not allow to approach them, and, still 
worse, by receiving them kindly and eating with them, was 
a bitter offence to the Pharisees and scribes. In their eyes, 
He was degrading Himself by consorting with the “ unclean 
and despicable.” Nor could they say anything more fitted 
to excite the mortal hatred of their class against Him. 

The storm of bitter murmurings erelong reached the eai-s 
of our Lord, and He at once seized the opportunity to define 
His position unmistakably, and show that the course He 
took was in keeping with His whole aim. 

“ Let me ask you,” said He, to some irritated Rabbis, who 
murmured at seeing Him, on one occasion, surrounded by 
“publicans and sinners,”- “who of you, if he had a flock of 
a hundred sheep, and one of them were to go astray, would 
not leave the ninety and nine on the pastures, aud go off 
after the one that was lost, till he found it P And when he 
had done so, would he not lay it on his shoulders gladly, 
and carry it back to the flock ? and, when he had come 
home, would he not call together his friends and neighbours, 
to rejoice with him at his having found the sheep that was 
lost P 

“You scribes and Pharisees, Rabbis, lawyers, think you 
are so righteous that you need no repentance. You speuk 
of some of your number as having never committed a sin 
in their lives ; of some whose only sin has been such a thing 
as having once put on the phylactery for his forehead before 
that for his arm ; and call some the ‘ perfectly righteous.’ 
Let me tell you, that the great flock of God includes all man¬ 
kind, for all are His sons, and that when one who has gone 
astray and has lived in sin, comes to himself and repents, 
there is greater joy in heaven over his return, than over 
ninety and nine, who, like you, think they have no need of 
repentance. A.nd if this be the case in heaven, how much 
more ought 1, here on earth, to rejoice that many such peni- 

1 Eiscnm^nger, vol. i. pp. S40, 341. * Luke xv. 1-32. 

* Hor. Heb., vol. iii. p. 154. Eitenmenger, vol. i. p. 343. 
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tent ones come to me, than at your self-sufficient boasting 
that you need nothing at my hand.” 

•* Or,” continued He, “ I ask you, suppose a poor woman 
who had only ten drachmae,“ were to lose one in any of the 
dark windowless hovels, in which so many of our people in 
these evil days five, would she not light a lamp and sweep 
the floor over, and spare no pains in seeking till she found 
it P And when she had found it, would she not call together 
her friends and neighbours, and ask them to rejoice with her 
for having found the drachma that was lost ? In the same 

o 

way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God, in the highest heaven, over one such sinner as those 
you so bitterly despise, who turns and repents. Well, there¬ 
fore, may I gladly receive them, and mingle with them, when 
they come to me to learn the way back to God. 

Let me tell you a parable. 

A certain man had two sons. And the younger of these 
said to his father,—‘ Father, give me, I pray you, the portion 
of the property that falls to me. I am the younger son, and 
inherit only half as much as my elder brother , 1 but I pray 
you let me have it.’ The father, on this, divided between the 
two all his living, retaining, however, in his hands till his 
own death, the larger share of the elder son as he migdit have 
done with that of the younger son also. His share, however, 
he gave into the young man’s own hands. 

“ But before long, the younger son began to dislike the 
restraint of his father’s house, and gathering all together, 
set off for a distant country, and there gave his passions 
the reins, and lived in such riot, that his whole means were 
very soon exhausted. But, now, when he had spent his all, 
a great famine arose in the country, and he began to be in 
distress. At last it went so hard with him, that he was glad 
to ask one of the citizens to give him some employment, 
however humble, to get bread. He was, thereupon, sent into 
the man’s fields, to be his swineherd, a sadly shameful occu¬ 
pation for a Jew! Yet, after all, he did not as much as get 
the food for which he had bargained, for neither his master 
nor any one else heeded him, and he was left to starve. He 
even longed to fill himself with the pods of the carob-tree, 
eaten only by the very poorest , 2 and mostly given to swine, 
but no man gave him even these. 

1 Dfcut. xxi. 17. De Wette’s Heb. Jiid. Archdologic, p. 158. 

* Tristram, p. 360. Land and Book, p. 21. 
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“ In his loneliness and sore trouble, he began to reflect. 
‘ How many labourers and household servants of my father,’ 
said he to himself, * have more bread than they can eat, 
while I, his son, am dying here of want. I will arise, and 
go back to my father, and will confess my guilt and un- 
wortliiness, and tell him how deeply I feel that I have sinned 
against heaven and done great wrong towards him. I will 
say that I am no longer worthy to be called his son, and 
will ask him to treat me like one of his hired labourers, and 
tell him that I willj gladly work with them for my daily 
bread, so that he receive me again.’ 

“ He had no sooner resolved to do this, than he rose to 


return to his father’s house. But when he was yet a great 
way off, his father saw him, and knew him, and ran out to 
meet him, full of loving compassion, and fell on his neck 
and kissed him tenderly. And the son said to him, ‘ I have 
sinned against God and against thee, and am not worthy that 
thou shouldest any longer call me thy son.’ He could not 
say what he had intended besides, when he saw how fondly 
his father bent over him, notwithstanding his sins and folly. 
Nor was more needed; for his father called out to his ser¬ 
vants, ‘Bring me out quickly the best robe, and put it on 
him instead of his rags; and put a ring on his finger, 
and sandals on his feet; he shall no longer, like a slave, ho 


without either; and bring the fatted calf and kill it. We 
shall have a feast to-day and be merry, for my son, lost and 
dead, 1 as I thought, in a strange land, is once more home; 
dead by his sins, he is alive again by repentance ; a lost 
wanderer, he has returned to the fold.* 

“ The elder son, meanwhile, had been in the field with the 
labourers, but now came towards home. And as he drew 


near, he heard music and dancing. Calling one of the ser¬ 
vants, he thereupon asked what had happened, and was told 
that his brother had come home, and that his father was so 


glad to have him once more safe and sound, that he had had 
the best calf killed, and given for a feast to the household. 

“ But now, instead of rejoicing over his brother’s return, 
the elder son took amiss such gladness of his father, at 
having the wanderer safely back, and would not go into 
the house or take any part in the rejoicings. The father, 
therefore, ever kind and gentle, went out to him to soothe 
him, and to beg him to come in. All he could say, however, 


1 The ungodly are called " the dead.*’ Jalkut Rubeni, fol. 177, c. 8. 
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failed to soften his heart, and he vented his discontent in 
angry reproaches : ‘ I have served yon for many a year, more 
like a slave than a son, and have obeyed you. in every parti¬ 
cular, and yet you never gave me a kid, far less a fatted calf, 
that I might have a little enjoyment with my friends. But 
when this fellow, who is indeed your son, though I will not 
call him my brother—when this fellow who has spent your 
money on harlots—has come back, you have killed the fatted 
calf for him.’ 


“ ‘ My son,’ replied the father, mildly, ‘have you forgotten 
that you have been always by my side, while your brother 
has been far away from me, or that all that I have belongs 


to you as my heir F Surely all this should raise you above 
such hard judgments and jealous thoughts. What could we 
do but rejoice when a long-lost son has come back again to 
his father’s house ? * ” 


The parables of the Lost Sheep and of the Lost Piece of 
Silver had taught the same lesson as this, the noblest uttered 
by Christ. Henceforth, for all ages, it was proclaimed be- 

the possibility of misconception, that the Eternal 
Father looks with unspeakably greater favour on the peni¬ 
tent humility of “.the sinner,” with its earnest of gratitude 
and love, than on cold self-righteous correctness in which 
the heart has no place. 

We are indebted to St. Luke for some other fragments of 
the teaching of these last weeks. 

Among the great multitudes who had thronged after Him, 
the publicans of the district were especially noticeable . 1 
Many of them were, doubtless, in a good position in life, 
and some even rich, but all were exposed to peculiar tempta¬ 
tions in their hated calling. Not a few seemed to have 
listened earnestly to the first Teacher who had ever treated 
them as men with souls to save, and it was of the greatest 
importance to them that they should have wise and true prin¬ 
ciples for their future guidance. The following parable seems 
to have been delivered specially to them, as part of an address 
when they had gathered in more than usual numbers. 

“ A certain rich man had a steward, to whom he left the 
entire charge of his affairs. He learned, however, from some 
sources, that this man was acting dishonestly by him, and 
scattering his goods; so he called him and let him know 
what he had heard, telling him, at the same time, to make 



1 Lake xiv. 25; xv. 1; xvi. 1-13. 



332 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


out and settle all his accounts, as he could no longer hold his 
office. 

“ The steward, knowing that he was guilty, was at a loss 
what to do. ‘ I cannot dig,’ said he, to himself, ‘for I have 
not been accustomed to it, and I am ashamed to beg.’ .At 
last he hit on a plan which he thought would serve his end, 
and at once set himself to carry it out. Gointr to all his 

•' o 

master s tenants, one by one, he asked each how much renter 
dues he had to pay, though, in fact, he knew all this before¬ 
hand. When told, he pretended to have been commissioned, 
in compliance with his own suggestion, to lower the amount 
in each case ; and he thus secured the favour of all. For 
example, he went to one and asked him, ‘ How much owest 
thou to my lord?’ and when told ‘A hundred pipes of oil,’ 
bade him take back his bill, and write another, instead, for 
fifty. A second, who owed a hundred quarters of wheat, ho 
told to make out a fresh writing with only eighty. In this 
way, by leading them to think him their benefactor, he made 
sure of friends, who would open their houses to him when he 
had been dismissed. 

“ Some time after, when his master heard how cleverly he 
had secured his own ends, he could not help admiring his 
shrewdness. And, in truth, it is a fact, that bad men like 
this steward—the sons of this world, not of the next— 
are wiser in their dealings with their fellows, than the sons 
of light, my disciples, are in theirs w'ith their brethren, 
like themselves, sons of my heavenly Kingdom. 

“ As the master of thnt steward commended him for his 
prudence, though it was so worldly and selfish, I also must 
commend to you a prudence of a higher kind in your relations 
to the things of this life. By becoming my disciples, you 
have identified yourselves with the interest of another Master 
than Mammon, the god of this world, whom you have 
hitherto served and have before you another course and nim 
in life. You will be represented to your former master as 
no longer faithful to him, for my service is so utterly opposed 
to that of Mammon that, if faithful to me you cannot be 
faithful to him, and he will, in consequence, assuredly take 
your stewardship of this world’s goods from you—that is, 
sink you in poverty, as I have often said. I counsel you, 
therefore, so to use the goods of Mammon—the worldly means 
still at your command—that, by a truly worthy distribution 
of them to your needy brethren, and my disciples are mostly 
poor, you may make friends for yourselves, who, if they die 
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before you, will welcome you to everlasting habitations in 
heaven, when you pass thither, at death. Prepare yourselves, 
by labours of love and deeds of true charity, as my followers, 
to become fellow-citizens of the heavenly mansions with 
those whose wants you have relieved while they were still in 


life. . , 

“ If you be thus faithful in the use of your possessions 
on earth, you will be deemed worthy by God to be entrusted 
with infinitely greater riches hereafter, in heaven ; for he that 
is faithful in this lesser stewardship, has shown that he will 
be so in a higher, but he who has misused the lesser, cannot 
hope to be entrusted with a greater. If you show, in your 
life, that you have been unfaithful to God in the use of this 
world’s goods, entrusted to you by Him to administer for 
His glory, how can you hope that He will commit to your 
keeping the unspeakably grander trust of heavenly riches P 
If you have proved faithless in the stewardship of what 
was not yours—the worldly means lent you for a time by God 
—how can you hope to be honoured with the great trust 
of eternal salvation, which would have been yours had you 
proved yourself fit for it ? 

“ Be assured that if you do not use your earthly riches 
faithfully for God, by dispensing them as I have told you, 
you will never enter my heavenly Kingdom at all. You will 
have shown that you are servants of Mammon, and not the 
servants of God; for it is impossible for any man to serve 
two masters.” 1 

Such unworldly counsels, so contrary to their own spirit, 
were received with contemptuous ridicule b by the Pharisees 
standing round, as the mere dreams of a crazed enthusiast. 
The love of money had become a characteristic of their 
decaying religiousness, and it seemed to them the wildest 
folly to advise the rich, as their truest wisdom, to use their 
wealth to make friends for the future world, instead of 
enjoying it here. It is quite possible, indeed, that some of 
them felt the words of Christ as a personal reproof, and were 
all the more embittered. 

Patient as He was in the endurance of personal wrongs 
and insults, the indignation of Jesus was roused at such sneers 
at the first principles of genuine religion, and He, at once, 


1 Trench on Parables , pp. 423 ff. Meyer, in loc. Neander’s Life oj 
Christ, p. 301. Roseniuiiller's Scholia, in loc. Hess, Lcbcn Jesu, pp 
380 ff. Prcssel, Leben Jcsu, pp. 274 ff. Luke xvi. 14-31. 
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with the calm fearlessness habitual to Him, exposed their 
hypocrisy and unsafeness as spiritual guides. 

“ You hold your heads high,” said He, “ and affect to bo 
saints, before men—such perfect patterns of piety, indeed, 
that you may judge all men by yourselves. 

“ Yet God, who knows all things, and judges not by th ) 
outward appearance, but by the heart, knows how different 
you are in reality from what you make men believe. Your 
pretended holiness, which is so highly thought of by men, 
is an abomination before God. You ignore, or explain 
away the commands of His Law when they do not snit you, 
and thus are mere actors ; for true godliness honours the 
whole Law. I condemn you on the one ground on which you 
claim to be most secure. You demand honour for your strict 
obedience to the Law ; I charge you with hypocrisy, for your 
designed and deliberate corruption of that Law to suit 

yourselves. 

“ Sincerity is demanded from those who wish to serve God. 
That which Moses and the Prpphets so long announced— 
that tjp which all the Scriptures point, the Kingdom of 
the Messiah—has come. From the time when the Baptist 
preached, that kingdom is no longer future, but is set up in 
your midst,and with what success ! Every one presses with 
eagerness into it. But, as you know, I, its Head and King, 
make the most searching demands from those who-would 
euter it, and open its citizenship only to those who aro 
willing to overcome all difficulties to obtain it. You chai •ge 
loc with breaking the Law: but, so far from doing so, I 
require that the whole Law, in its truest sense, be obeyed by 
every one who seeks to enter the New Kingdom. Belii ve me, 
it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away, than for one? 
tittle of the Law to lose its force. But how different is it 
with you ! Take the one single case of divorce. What loose 
examples does not the conduct of some of your own class 
supply ? wbat conflicting opinions do you not give on the 
question ? I claim that the words of the Law be observed to 
tne letter, and maintain, in opposition to your hollow morality, 
that any one who puts away his wife, except for adultery, and 
marries another, himself commits adultery, and that he who 
marries the woman thus divorced is also guilty of the same 
crime. Judge by this whether you or I most honour the Law 
—whether you or I are the safer guides of the people. How 
God must despise your boasts of special zeal for His glory ! 

“ But that, notwithstanding your sneers yon may feel 
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the truth of what I have just said as to the results of the 
possession of riches , 1 when they are not employed as I have 
counselled—to make friends for yourselves, who will welcome 
you to heaven hereafter—hearken to a parable.^ 

“ There was a certain rich man, who dressed in robes 
of fine purple—the raiment of princes—over garments of the 
costliest Egyptian cotton, which only the most luxurious can 
buy. 

“ There was also, in the same place, a poor diseased beggar 
named Lazarus , 2 who had been brought and set down, as an 
object of charity, before the gates of the great man’s mansion, 
where he lay helpless, day after day; so abject, that he 
Wared to be fed with wliat fell from the rich man’s table, 

o 

But the rich man, though he often saw him, and knew his 
case, showed him no kindness, and instead of relieving the 
sufferer, and thus making with his money a friend who 
should help him hereafter, as I advise, had no thought except 
of himself, and of his own pleasure. The poor man’s case 
was indeed pitiful; he could not even drive away the unclean 
dogs, which, day by day, came and increased his pain by 
licking: his sores. 

o 

“ It came to pass, after a time, that Lazarus died, and was 
carried by the angels to Paradise, and there laid down next 
to Abraham on the banqueting couches, at the feast in the 
Kingdom of God, with his head in the great patriarch’s bosom 
—the highest place of honour that Paradise could give. 

“ Soon after, the rich man, also, died, and, unlike Lazarus— 
whom men had left uncared for, even in his death—he was 
honoured with a sumptuous funeral. 

“ He, also, passpd to Hades ; not, however, to that part of 
it where Paradise is, but to Gehenna, the place of pain and 
torment in the world of shades. And in Hades he lifted 


up his eyes, and saw Abraham in the far distance, in the 
banqueting hall of bliss, with Lazarus reclining next him, in 
his bosom, as his most honoured friend. And he knew them 
both, and remembered how Lazarus had lain at his gate, and 
thought of this as a bond between them. ‘ O Father Abra¬ 


ham,’ cried he, in his torments, ‘ have mercy on my agony, I 
beseech thee, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of 
his finger in water, and cool my tongue, for I am tormented 
in this flame.’ So great had been the change in their 
positions, that the despised beggar was now entreated to do 


1 Luke xvi. 19 ff. 


3 God (is my) help. 
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even so small a favonr to him from whom he himself had onoo 
looked for any favour in vain! Dives would fain make 
friends with Lazarus, but could not bethink him of any kind¬ 
ness he had ever shown him, to urge it on his own behalf. 

“ Of this Abraham now reminded him. ‘‘Son,’ said ho 
1 wonder not that you and Lazarus are in such opposite con¬ 
ditions here, from those you had when in life. You, then, 
had as much earthly happiness as you could enjoy ; you 
had it, and set your heart on it, and lived only for yourself. 
Had you used your wealth as a godly man, in doing good 
to those who, like Lazarus, needed pity, instead of lavishing 
it on splendour and self-indulgence, you would have had 
good laid up for yon now. But you lived only for earth, 
and the good you chose has been left behind you. You had 
your portion in your lifetime, and have none here. But 
Lazarus endured, while still alive, the sufferings allotted 
him, and he has none in this state. Penitent and lowly, 
he bore them patiently, as a child of God, and is now re¬ 
ceiving the reward of the poor in spiiit. His position and 
yours are reversed, for he finds consolation and joy in 
exchange for his earthly misery, but you, pain and sorrow, 
instead of your self-indulgence.’ 

“ ‘ Besides all this,’ added he, ‘between this happy abode 
and yours, there is a great space, across which no one can 
pass, either from us to you, or from you to us, so that it 
is impossible that you should have any share in our joy, or 
that we can in any way lessen your pain.’ 

“ Now, for the first time, the rich man saw the full extent 
of his misery, and its cause, * Would that I had acted differ¬ 
ently,’ cried he, ; when in life. Would that, instead of living 
for myself—hard, impenitent, selfish—I had been lowly and 
penitent, using my wealth ns God enjoined, in blessing the 
wretched. I should then have been welcomed by Lazarus, 
and such as he, into the everlasting habitations of Para¬ 
dise ! ’ 

‘“But, O Father Abraham,’ he continued, ‘let me be 
the oidy one of my race to come into this doleful place. 
Send Lazarns, I beseech thee, back to earth, to my father’s 
house, for I have five brethren, who live as I lived.* It 
would add unspeakably to my pain if they also came to this 
abode of woe. Oh ! let Lazarus go and warn them of what 
has befallen me, their brother.' 

“‘To escape your sad doom,’ replied Abraham, ‘they 
must needs repent, and live the life of the godly. Bat for 
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this the Law and t-lie Prophets are the appointed means 5 
let them listen to them.’ 

‘‘ ‘ Xay, Father Abraham,’ answered the lost one, c that is 
not enough. It did not move me to repentance. But if a 
dead man returned again from the grave, and came to them, 
and told them how it was with me here, they would be 
alarmed, and reform.’ 

“‘You err, my unhappy son,’ said Abraham, closing the 
scene. ‘It would not move them in the least, for so amply 
are the Scriptures fitted to persuade men to repentance, that 
those whom they do not win to it would not be persuaded 
even if one rose from the dead.’ ” 

The Rabbis had listened'to the parable, but it touched 
their own failing too pointedly, to make them care for any 
longer conference with Jesus. When they were gone—it 
mav be while He was resting with the Twelve in the cool of 

«/ ^ o ^ 

the evening—the incidents of the whole day were passed m 
review, and Jesus noticed that the words and bearing of His 
opponents, respect for whom, as the teachers of the nation, 
was instinctive with every Jew, had not been without 
their effect even on His disciples. It was evident that the 
very nature of His demands, the trials and persecutions 
to come, and the weakness of human nature, would raise 
moral hindrances to the full and abiding* loyalty of not a 
few. 

By way of caution, therefore, He now warned them on 
this point. 1 “ It is impossible,” said He, “ to prevent divi¬ 
sions, disputes, and even desertion and apostasy, on the part 
of some of you, in the evil times to come. Misrepresen¬ 
tation, prejudice, the bent of different minds, the weakness 
of some, and the unworthiness of others, will inevitably 
produce their natural results. The progress of my Kingdom 
will, I foresee, be hindered more or less from this cause; 
but it cannot be avoided. Yet, woe to him who thus 
hinders the spread and glory of the Truth. It were better 
for him, if, like the worst criminal, he were bound to a 
heavy millstone, and cast into the sea, than that he should 
cause a single simple child-like soul, who believes in me, to 
stumble. Take heed that you neither mislead nor are misled ! 
Remember my words—that offences must be prevented or 
removed by a lowly forgiving spirit on your part. You 
know how far you are yet from this; how strong pride, love 


1 Luke xvii. 1-4. 
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of your own opinion, harshness, and impatience, still are in 
your hearts. To further my Kingdom when I am gone, 
Btrive above all things for peace and love among yourselves. 

“ The one grand means of avoiding these causes of offeneo 
and spiritual ruin, is unwearied, forgiving love; that 
frame of mind which you see so wholly wanting in the 
Rabbis, that they have even now murmured at my so much 
ns speaking to sinncrR, from whom such simple, lowly 
brethren are to be gathered. If such an one sin against 
you, and turn away from your fellowship, rebuke him for 
his sin; but if he see his error and repent of it, and como 
back, forgive him; aye, even if he wrong yon seven times 
in a day, and feel and acknowledge his error, and promise 
amendment as often, you must, each time, forgive him freely.” 

The Tw'elve had listened to these counsels with intense 
interest, but their moral grandeur almost discouraged them. 1 
They felt that nothing is harder than constant patience 
and loving humility—never returning evil for evil, but ever 
ready to forgive, even when repeatedly injured without 
cause. It needed, as they feared, stronger faith than they 
yet had, to create such an abiding spirit of tender meekness. 
They had talked over the whole matter, and saw only one 
source of strength. Coming to their Master, full of con¬ 
fidence in His Divine power to grant their request, they 
openly, and w’ith a sweet humility, prayed Him that He 
would increase their faith. 

“This request,” answered JesuR, “show's that faith, in a 
true and worthy sense, is yet to be begun in your hearts. 
If you had it, even in a small measure, or, to use a phrase 
you often hear, as a grain of mustard-seed ; instead of finding 
obedience to these counsels too difficult, you would under¬ 
take and perform even apparent impossibilities—acts of trust 
which demand the highest spiritual power and strength. 
In the words of the Rabbis, familiar to you as an illustration 
of acts naturally impossible, you would say to this sycamore 
or mulberry-tree, 2 4 Be thou plucked up by the roots and 
planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you—that is, you 
would be able to do what, without divine help, is as much 
beyond human power. 3 

“ To such efficiency and eminence in my service will true 
faith in Me lead you ; but beware, amidst all, of any thought 

1 Luke xvii. 5-10. * TriBtram s Nat. Hist . of Bible, p. 363. 
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of merit of your own. Your faith must grow, and cannot 
he given as a mere bounty from without; it is a result of 
your owu spiritual development and true humility, which 
looks away from self to me, as the one condition of this 
advancement. You shall have the increased faith you seek, 
but it will be only by your continued loving dependence 
on me, your Master. If any of you had a servant ploughing 
or tending join 1 flock, would you say to him, when he comes 
home from the field in the evening, ‘ Come near immedi¬ 
ately, and sit down to meat ? ’ Would you not rather say, 

‘ Prepare my supper, and make yourself fit to wait on me at 
table, and after I have sapped, you shall eat and drink?’ 
Would you think yourself under obligation to the servant, 
because he has been working for you, or because he waits 
on you as required ? Assuredly not, for, at most, he had 
only done what it was right he should do as a servant. Be 
you such servants. There is a daily work, with prescribed 
tasks, required from you. The great supper will not be till 
this life is ended; but when it has come, you must not think 
of yourselves, on account of your labours here, except as 
becomes servants; and should you be rewarded or honoured, 
you must not forget, that it is only from my free favour, not 
in payment of any claim ; because, in fact, you have done 
only what it was your duty, as servants, to do. The servant 
who does less than his duty, is guilty before his master, but 
he who has done his duty, though he has avoided blame, 
has no reason to think himself entitled to reward. In any 
case, therefore, your work lias not been beyond your right¬ 
ful duty, and, though you have escaped condemnation, you 
have no claim for any merit.” 1 

The hostility of the Rabbis was growing daily more bitter, 
after each fruitless attack. At every town or village they 
gathered round Him, and harassed him by continual attempts 
to compromise Him with the authorities. 

On one of these last days of His journey towards Jeru¬ 
salem, a knot of Pharisees had thus forced themselves on 
Him, and sought to elicit something' that might serve them, 
bv asking Him : 

i/ o 

“ Master, you have often represented yourself, both by 
word and by mighty deeds, as the Messiah, but we see no 
6 igns as yet of the coming of the kingdom of God. When 
will it come ? It has been long promised.” 2 


1 Luke xvii. 5-11. 
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“ The kingdom of God,” answered Jesus, “ is something 
entirely different from what you expect. You look for a 
great political revolution, and the establishment of a Jewish 
empire, with its capital in Jerusalem. Instead of this, it is 
a spiritual kingdom, in the hearts and consciences of men, 
and, as such, cannot come with the outward display and 
circumstance of earthly monarchy, so that men may say, 
‘ Lo, here is the Kingdom of God,’ or, ‘ Lo, there.’ The 
coming of the kingdom develops itself unobserved. I can¬ 
not, therefore, give you any moment when it may be said to 
have come, for, in fact, it is already in your midst. I, the 
Messiah, live and work amongst you, and where the Messiah 
is, there is His Kingdom. There, nlready, is it steadily 
advancing, after its nature, like the seed in the ground, like 
the grain of mustard-seed, or, like the leaven in a woman’s 
measure of meal.” 

The malevolent question thus met a reply which at once 
balked curiosity, and laid the most solemn responsibilities 
on all ; for if the Messiah was really among them, how 
imperative to fit themselves for entering His Kingdom ! 
The interrogators, finding their sinister effort vain, presently 
left, and, when alone, Jesus resumed the subject with His 
disciples. 

“I have only spoken to these men,” said He, “of the 
growth and development of my Kingdom, unseen, and 
silently, in the hearts of men. To you I would now speak 
of the future. Days will come when trouble shall make 
men’s hearts long for the return of one of the days of the 
Son of man, and false Messiahs will rise, pretending to bring 
deliverance. But when they say to you, ‘ Lo, there is the 
Messiah come at last,’ or, * Lo, here He is,’ go not out after 
them ; do not follow them. For the coming of the Son of 
man will be as sudden, as striking to all eyes, as mighty in 
its power, as when the lightning leaps from the cloud and 
suddenly sets the whole heavens in flame. There is no need 
of asking of the lightning * Where is it ? ’ or for any to tell 
you of it. 

“ But this coming will not be now. I must first suffer 
many things from this generation, and be rejected by it. 
Instead of approaching with slow royal pomp, seen and wel¬ 
comed from afar; instead of the world hailing my coming, 
and preparing for it, as for that of an expected king; they 
will be busied in their ordinary affairs when it is nearest; 
till, suddenly, wide ruin and judgment burst on them, as 
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the flood on the men of the days of Noah, and the fire from 
heaven on Sodom in the days of Lot, bringing destruction 
on all. Men lived in security then; they ate and drank, 
they married and gave in marriage, with no thought or 
preparation for the impending catastrophe. 

“ It will he the same at my coming. Men will be as 
secure ; the day will burst on them as suddenly, when I 
shall be revealed in my glory. When it comes, there will 
be an awful and instant separation of man from man. The 
good and evil will no longer be mixed together. He who 
would save himself must, on the moment, part from those 
whom the peril threatens. He who lives in a town, must, 
as the destruction approaches, so hasten his flight, that if he 
be on the housetop w r hen it draws near, he must not think of 
going into the house to save anything, but must flee, at the 
loss of all earthly possessions. He who is in the open field, 
must not turn back to his house for his goods, but must 
leave all behind him, and escape with his life. You hear 
my words; see you give heed to them in that day. 
Remember Lot’s wife, who perished for looking back in 
disobedience to the Divine command. Whosoever, in that 
day, shall seek to preserve his life, by unfaithfulness to me, 
shall lose life eternal, and he who loses this life for my sake, 
will secure heaven for ever. 

“ The separation of men, at my coming, will, indeed, be 
solemn ! Those who spent this life together, will then find 
themselves parted for ever! I tell you, in that night there 
will be two men in one bed; one will be taken, and the other 
left: two poor slaves will be grinding flour for the household 
together; one will be taken and the other left.” 

The Twelve had listened with breathless attention to this 
vision of the future. They had heard much that was new, 
grand, and fearful, and they trembled with a natural alarm at 
the awful picture set before them. “ Where, Lord,” asked 
they, “ will the Messiah gather His own, that they may be 
safe ? Where will those who love Thee find a refuge in that 
day ? ” 

“Who tells the eagle,” replied Jesus, “where the carcase 
is ? His keen eyes see it from afar. My faithful ones will 
at once discover where the Messiah is, and where their 
gathering place has been appointed, and with swift flight 
will betake themselves thither.” 

The momentous earnestness with which Jesus had so often 
spoken of the difficulty of being truly His disciple had sunk 
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into the hearts of many who heard it, and the free access to 
Himself He permitted, must often have been used to seek 
counsel on a point so momentous. It was, moreover, a 
passion with the Jew to speculate on every question of 
theology, as is seen in the vast system elaborated by the 
Rabbis. The mysteries of the future world especially en¬ 
grossed them. By the multitude it was taken for granted 
that every Israelite would, of right, have a portion in 
heaven, 1 but there were not a few others who, like Esdrus, 
fancied that “ The Host High had made this world for many, 
but the world to come for few: as He had made much 
common earth, but little gold.” One in whom His words 
had raised such questions, took advantage, 2 about this time, 
of His readiness to listen to their doubts and inquiries, to 
ask Him if more than a few only would be saved, since He 
had said it was so hard to be His follower. Instead of 
answering, directly, a question which could only gratify 
curiosity, Jesus, ever practical, gave His reply a turn which 
was much more useful. 

“ It would benefit you little,” said He, “ if I answered 
your question as you wish ; the great matfer for you is that 
many will not be saved, so that it becomes you to strive, 
with intense earnestness, to enter in through the narrow 
door that leads to eternal life; for many, I say unto you, 
who would like to enter at last, but do not thus strive now, 
will seek to do so w r ben too late, and will not be admitted.*' 
If once you be shut out from the kingdom of the Messiah, 
you will in vain plead your present external connection with 
me. When the great banquet of heaven begins, the Mes¬ 
siah will cause the door of the banqueting hall to be shut. 
If you, then, come to it and knock at the door, saying ‘ Lord, 
open to us,’ He will answer from within, ‘I know you not, 
whence you are.’ If you urge that He has forgotten yon, 
and that, if He will bethink Him, He will recollect that 
you ate and drank in His presence, as companions at the 
same table, and that He had taught in your streets, He will 
only answer, ‘ I tell you I know you not, whence ye are. 
Depart from me, all ye workers of unrighteousness.’ 

“ What weeping and gnashing of teeth will be there as yo 
stand thus, and see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and nil 
the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and yourselves cast 
out! What wailing, when you see, instead of yourselves, 

x I.ightfoot, in loc. 2 F.sdras viii. 1-8. * Luke xiii. 22-30. 
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the heathen yon have so despised, come from the east, and 
west, and north, and south, 1 and sit down at the great feast 


of heaven. 


Believe me, many who now, before the setting 


up of my Kingdom, are first, will be last, after it is set up ; 
many, like the heathen, who shall enter to the feast, though 
they have become my disciples only after Israel has rejected 
my Kingdom, will yet take a first place in it. See that ye 
press on while the door is still open to admit you.” 

Jesus had now been for some time in Perea, 2 in the ter¬ 
ritory of Antipas, the murderer of John. The intense un¬ 
popularity of the crime had, doubtless, been a protection to 
Him ; bnt, besides the fact that Antipas personally feared the 
great Miracle-worker, thinking He was perhaps the murdered 
Baptist, risen from the dead, there were many other reasons 
why he should wish Him fairly out of his dominions. Un¬ 
willing to appear in the matter, he used the Pharisees, count¬ 
ing on their readiness to further his end. Some of their 

o 

number, therefore, came to Christ, with the air of friends 
anxious for His safety, and warned Him that it would be 
well for Him to leave Perea as quickly as possible, as Herod 
desired to kill Him. 


Jesus at once saw through the whole design, as 

Cj O' 


a 


crafty 


plan of Herod for His expulsion. But He was on His way 
to Jerusalem, and contented Himself with showing that He 

' o 

gave no grounds for political suspicion, and that He quite 
well understood how little friendship there was in the advice 
the Pharisees had given Him. 

“ Go and tell that crafty fox,” said He, “ that I know why 
he is afraid of me, and wishes me out of his land. Tell him 
there is no cause for his alarm, for I do nothing to wake 


his alarm. I have no designs that can injure him, but 
confine myself to driving demons from poor men possessed 
with them, and to healing the sick. These harmless labours 
I shall not intermit till the time I have fixed to give to them 
is over. It will take three days more to pass quite out of 
Perea, and for these three days I shall be in his territory, 
but on the third day I leave it, for I am now on my way to 
Jerusalem, to die there. Herod will not need to trouble 
himself to‘kill me, for it would be unfitting for a prophet to 
die outside the Holy City.” Such a message was virtually 
an intimation that He knew it would be by the hands of 
those who pretended kindly to warn Him, and their allies, 
that he should perish, and not by those of Antipas. 


1 Luke xiii. 22-30. 
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The word Jerusalem, and the thought of the guilt of the. 
city bo tenderly lo,ed by Him—guilt soon to be increased by 
His violent death at its hand—filled His heart with deep, 
irrepressible emotion. 

“ 0 Jerusalem ! Jerusalem,” cried He, in a louder voice, 
trembling with sadness, “ it is thou, the City of the Temple, 
the City of the Great King, who killest the prophets, and 
stonest those w hom God sends unto thee! Thou art still true 
to thine evil repute! How often, oh how often, thou mother 
of many children, would I have gathered them all round me 
safely, from the dangers before them, as the careful hen calls 
together her brood, and spreads her wings over them, when 
the shadow of evil falls near and guards them from every 
harm! But thou wouldst not let me do thee this service. 
For what shall come on thee thou must, thyself, bear the 
blame ! The Divine protection I would have given thee thou 
hast refused and hast lost, nor will I appear in thy desola¬ 
tion as thy helper. Thou wilt not see me till I come to set 
up in thee my Kingdom, and receive thy homage, no longer 
to be denied, as the Messiah, the Blessed, who comes in the 
name of the Lord 1 ” 



CHAPTER LIT. 


IN PEREA— (Continued). 


T HE lofty demands of Jesus from His followers had filled 

the Twelve with doubts and misgivings of their power 
to fulfil them. A continuous self-denial which thought only 
of their Master, and a patient love which returned meekness 
and good for evil and injury, were graces slowly attained ; 
how much more so when they could only strike root in the 
heart after the dislodgment of hereditary prejudices and 
modes of thought ? 

A sense of weakness had already led them to ask that their 
faith in Jesus as the Messiah, able to aid them in all their 
straits and trials, might be strengthened, The utterance of 
that faith in prayer was no less necessary, at once to obtain 
the grace needed to bear them through difficulties, and to 
raise them to a steadfast confidence in the triumphant mani¬ 
festation of their Master’s Kingdom, of which He had more 
than once spoken. Lest they should grow slack in this great 
duty, He reminded them that their whole frame of mind 
should be one of habitual devotion, to keep them from be¬ 
coming faint-hearted, and giving way before the trials they 
might have to suffer, or at the seeming delay in His coming. 
His words, as usual, took the form of a parable. 


“ There was in a city, 




said He, “a judge who neither 

1 


feared God nor reverenced man. 1 And there was also a 
widow in that city who had an enemy from whom she coaid 
hope to get free only by the interposition of the judge. So 
she came often to him, asking him to do justice to her, and 
maintain her right against her adversary. 2 But he paid no 
attention, for a long time, to her suit. At last, however, he 
could bear her constant coming no longer, and said within 
himself, ‘ Though I should do it as my duty, that does not 
trouble me, for I do not pretend to fear God, and care nothing 


1 Luke xviii. 1-8. 


2 Ullmann, p. 65. Bibel Lix. } vol. ii. p. 341. 
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for man ; yet this widow torments me. I shall therefore do 
what is right in her case for my own sake, for otherwise sho 
will weary me out by her constant appeals.’ * 

“ So the widow, by her importunity, obtained her end at 
last. 


“ Hear what the unjust judge says ! But if men thus get 
what is right, even from the worst, if they urge their suit 
long enough, with sufficient earnestness; how can any one 
doubt that God, the Righteous One, will give heed to the 
cry of His saints for all they have to suffer ? Will He not 
much rather,—though He let the enemy rage for what seems 
a long time,—surely, at the great day, avenge the wrongs of 
His elect who are so dear to Him, and thus cry in prayer 
night and day ? 

“ I tell you, He will be patient towards them, though they 
thus cry to Him continually, for He is not wearied with 
their complaints, as the unjust judge was with those of the 
widow; and He will deliver them from their enemies, with¬ 
out and within, and give them a portion in the Kingdom of 
the Messiah, and that speedily. For when the Messiah comes 
it will seem as if the waiting for Him had only been brief. 
But when He thus comes, will He find any who still look for 


Him and believe that the promise of His return will be 
fulfilled? Will my disciples endure to the end; or can it 
be that they will fall away before all their trials ? ” 


To one of these last days in Perea we are indebted for the 


parable of the Pharisee and the Publican. Jesus had spoken 
much of prayer, but the religion of the day was so largely 
mechanical, that they were in danger of mistaking the out¬ 


ward form for the substance. Only repeated lessons could 


guard them from the lifeless formality of the Rabbis with 
whom the most sacred duties had sunk to cold outward rites. 


Self-righteous pride, moreover, was the characteristic of much 
of the current religiousness, and was, in fact, a natural result 
of the externalism prevailing. To show the true nature of 
devotion pleasing to God, He related the following parable :— 
“ Two men,” said He, “ went up to the Temple to pray 
at the same time, the hour of prayer. 1 The one was a 
Pharisee, the other a Publican. The Pharisee, who had seen 
the Publican enter the Temple with him, stood apart, his 


* Luke xviii. 9-14. Sohenkel's Charakterbild, p. 196. Schflrer, p. 505. 
Godwyn, pp. 37, 41, 73. Dibel Lex., voi. ii. p. 398. Dukes, p. lBl. 
Keim, vol. ii. p. 340. 
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eves towards the Holy of holies, and began to pray thus: 

* 0 God, I thank Thee that I do not belong to the common 
multitude of mankind, whom Thou hast rejected—to the 
covetous, the unjust, the adulterous. I thank Thee that T 
am not what so many men are, what this Publican here before 
Thee, is. He kuows nothing of fasting or of tithes, but I fast 
every Monday and every Thursday, and I give the Priests 
and Levites the tenth not only of all I have, but of all I- 
may gain, which is more than the Law requires.’ 

“ The Publican meanwhile, feeling that He was a sinner, 
stopped far behind the Pharisee, coming no farther into the 
sacred court than its very edge; for he shrank from a near 
approach to God. Nor could he dare, in his lowly penitence, 
to lift up so much as his eyes to heaven, far less his head 
and his hands, but, with bent head, smote on his breast in 
his sorrow, and said, ‘ God be merciful to me the sinner.’ 1 

“The Pharisee had offered only a proud, cold thanks¬ 
giving for his own merits; the Publican a humble cry for 
merev. 

_t ^ * 

“ Believe me, this Publican, whom the Pharisee gave a 
place among the extortionate, the unjust and the impure, 
received favour from God, and returned to his home forgiven 
and accepted ; but the Pharisee went away unjustified. For, 
as I have often said, every one who thinks highly of himself 
in religious things will be humbled before God, and he who 
humbles himself will be honoured before Him.” 2 

Among the questions of the day fiercely debated between 
the great rival schools of Hillel and Shammai, no one was 
more so than that of divorce. The school of Hillel contended 
that a man had a right to divorce his wife for any cause he 
might assign ; if it were no more than his having ceased to 
love her, or his having seen one he liked better, or her having 
cooked a dinner badly. a The school of Shammai, on the 
contrary, held that divorce could be issued only for the crime 
of adultery and offences against chastity. If it were possible 
1o get Jesus to pronounce in favour of either school, the 


1 The article makes the expression equal to “ The chief of sinners.” 

* The same sentiment is quoted by Dukes from the Talmud (p. 181): 
“ God exalts him who humbles himself : God humbles him who exalts 
himself.” 


3 Tholuck. Bergpredigt. 


att. 


v. 31. Hot. Heb., vol. n. p 

ichaelis’ Mon. Recht, vol. ii. p. 325. Schiirer , p. 509. Bibel Lex., vol. iii. 
p. 271. Schleiermacher’s Predigten, vol. i. p. 568. Schenkel’s Cliarak - 
terbild. p. 202. Newman’s Sermons, voL ii. pp. 247, 131. Hausrath. 
vol. i. p. 3G9. Jesus und Hillel, p. 27. Godwyn , p. 265. 
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hostility of the other would be roused, and, hence, to broach 
this subject for His opinion, seemed a favourable chance for 
compromising Him. 

Some of the Pharisees, therefore, took an opportunity of 
raising the question. “ Is it lawful,” they asked, “ to put 
away one’s wife, when a man thinks fit, for any cause lie is 
pleased to assign ? Or, do yon think there are exceptions to 
this rule ? ” 


There could be no doubt that the lofty morality of Jesus 


would condemn a mere human custom which was corrupting 
the whole civil and domestic life of the nation, and under¬ 


mining all honour, chastity, and love. 


He had already 


answered the question fully, in the Sermon on the Mount, in 


which He had taught that arbitrary divorce was not per¬ 
mitted ; but that was long since, and He was now in a 


different part of the country. In was quite in accordance 
with the habit of the day to appeal to any Rabbi on a dis¬ 
puted religious question or scruple, on lighter or "weightier 
points; it gratified the universal love for controversy, and 
gave an opportunity for showing dialectical wit and sharp¬ 
ness. But the questioners gained little by trying their skill 
on Jesus. 


“Have you never read,” answered He, “ that the Creator 
of men made man and woman at the same time, in the very 
beginning of our race, and gave them to each other as hus¬ 
band and wife? 1 And do vou not know that so intimate 
was the relation thus instituted, that close though the con¬ 
nection be between parents and children, God has said that 
that between man and wife is so much closer, that a son, 
who, before, was under his parents, and was bound more 
closely to them than to any other persons in the world, is to 
separate himself from his father and mother when he marries, 
and to form a still nearer relationship with his wife—such a 
relationship that the two shall become, as it were, one. As 
soon as a man and woman are married, therefore, the two 
make, together, only one being. But since it is God who has 
joined them thns, divorce is the putting asunder by man of 
whal God has made into one. Marriage is a sacred union, 
and man is not to regard it as something which he can undo 
at his pleasnre.” 

Nothing could be said against this from natural grounds, 
but the objection lay ready that the Law of Moses was no! 


1 Matt. xix. 8-12. Mark x. 2-12. 
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so strict, and a prospect offered of forcing Jesus either to 
contradict Himself, or to pronounce openly against the great 
founder of the nation. .“If this be so,” said they, “how 
comes it that Moses permitted a man to divorce his wife ? for 
you know that he says that writings of divorcement might be 
given where a divorce was wished, and these dissolved the 
marriage.” 

“ Moses,” replied our Lord, “ did, indeed, suffer you to 
put away your wives, to prevent a greater evil. He did so 
as a statesman and a law-giver, from the necessities of the 
age, which made any better law impracticable. Our fathers 
were too rude and headstrong to permit his doing more. 
But, though he did not prohibit divorce, because the feelings 
of the times did not allow him to do so, it does not follow 
from this that his action in this matter was the original law 


of the Creator, or that conscience and religion sanction such 

7 o 

separations. I say, therefore, that whoever puts away his 
wife, except for fornication—which destroys the very essence 
of marriage 


by dissolving the oneness it had formed—and 


shall marry another, commits adultery ; and whoever marries 


her who is put away for any other cause commits adultery, 
because the woman is still, in God’s sight, wife of him who 


has divorced her.” 


This statement was of far deeper moment than the mere 
silencing of malignant spies. It was designed to set forth 
for all ages the law of His Hew Kingdom in the supreme 
matter of family life. It swept away for ever from His 
Society the conception of woman as a mere toy or slave of 
man, and based true relations of the sexes on the eternal 
foundation of truth, right, honour, and love. To ennoble 
the House and the Family, by raising woman to her true 
position, was essential to the future stability of His Kingdom, 
as one of purity and spiritual worth. By making marriage 
indissoluble He proclaimed the equal rights of woman and 
man within the limits of the family, and, in this, gave their 
charter of nobility to the mothers of the world. For her 
nobler position in the Christian era, compared with that 
granted her in antiquity, woman is indebted to Jesus Christ. 

When an opportunity offered, the disciples asked fuller 
instruction on a matter so grave. Customs or opinions, sup¬ 
ported, apparently, by a national law, and that law Divine— 
customs, the rightness of which has never before been 
doubted—are hard to uproot, however good the grounds on 
which they are challenged. Hence, even the Twelve felt the 
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strictness of the new law introduced by their Master respect¬ 
ing' marriage, and frankly told Him, that if a man were bound 
to his wife as He bad said, it seemed to them better not to 
marry. 

“With respect to marrying or not marrying,” replied 
Christ, “ your saying that it is good for a man not to do so 
is one which cannot be received by all men, but only by 
those to whom the moral power to act on it has been given 
by God. Some do not marry from natural causes, and there 
are some who voluntarily keep in the single state, that they 
may give themselves with an entire devotion to the service of 
my Kingdom. Let him among yon who feels able to act on 
the lofty principle of denying himself the nobility and holi¬ 
ness of family life, that he may with more entire devotion 
consecrate himself to my service, do so.” Self-sacrifice, in 
this, as in all things, was left by Jesus to the conscience and 
heart. Even His apostles were left free to marry or remain 
single, as they chose, 1 nor can any depreciation of the married 
state be wrung from His words, except by a manifest per¬ 
version of their spirit. 

It is significant that in the South, as in Galilee, the mothers 
of households, though not expressly named, turned with 
peculiar tenderness and reverence to the new Prophet and 
Rabbi. They were doubtless encouraged to do so by the 
sight of the women who now, as always, accompanied Him 
on His journeys ; but the goodness that beamed m His looks, 
and breathed in His every word, drew them still more. In¬ 
different to the hard and often worthless disputes and ques¬ 
tions which engaged the other sex, they sought only a bless¬ 
ing on the loved ones of tlieir hearts and homes, contented 
if Jesus would lay His hands on their infants, and utter over 
them a word of blessing. 

A beautiful custom * led parents to bring their children 
at an early age to the synagogue, that they might have the 
prayers and blessings of the elders. “ After the father of 
the child,” says the Talmud, “ had laid his hands on his 
child’s head, he led him to the elders, one by one, and they 
also blessed him, and prayed that he might grow up famous 
in the Law, faithful in marriage, and abundant in good 
works.” 3 Children were thus brought, also, to any Rabbi 

1 1 Cor. ix. 5- 

* Matt. xix. 18-15. Mark x. 13-10. Luke xviii. 16-17. Newman’s 
Sermons , vol. i. p. 448. Keim, vol. iii. p. 22. Bibcl Lex., vol. ii. p. 164. 

• Baxtorfs Syn. JtuL, p. 138. 
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of special holiness, and hence they had been presented already 
more than once before Jesus. Now, on this, His last journey, 
little children were again brought to Him that He might put 
His hands on them, and pray for a blessing on their future 
life. To the disciples, however, it seemed only troubling 
their Master, and they chid the parents for bringing them. 
But the feeling of Christ to children was very different from 
theirs. To look into their innocent artless eyes must have 
been a relief after enduring those of spies and malignant 
enemies. He Himself had the ideal childlike spirit, and He 
delighted to see His own image in little ones. Purity, 
truthfulness, simplicity, sincerity, docility, and loving de¬ 
pendence, shone out on Him from them, and made them at 
all times His favourite types for His followers. The Apostles 
needed the lessons their characteristics impressed, and though 
He had enforced them before, He gladly took every oppor¬ 
tunity of repeating them. 

‘‘Let the'little children* come to me,” said Jesus, “and do 
not forbid them, for the Kingdom of Heaven is given only 
to such as have a childlike spirit and nature like theirs.” 
Instead of being too young for the bestowal of His blessing, 
He saw in their simplicity and innocence the fond earnest 
of the character he sought to reproduce in mankind. The 
citizens of His Kingdommust become like them by change of 
heart and a lowly spiritual life. Stooping down, therefore, 
He took them up in His arms, put His hands on them, and 
blessed them. Even the least incidents were thus ever 
turned to the highest uses. 

The need of this childlike spirit, and the sad results of its 
absence, must have been brought home to the Apostles by 
an occurrence in their next day’s journey. Starting south¬ 
wards, on the way to Jerusalem, a young man, whose 
exemplary character had already made him a ruler of the 
local synagogue, came running after Him, 1 and, approaching 
Him with great respect, kneeled before Him, as was usual 
before a venerated Rabbi. 2 “ Teacher,” said he, “ I shall 
greatly thank Thee if thou wilt ease my mind. I have 
laboured diligently to do good works of all kinds prescribed 
by the Law, but I do not feel satisfied that I have done 

1 Matt. xix. 16-30 ; xx. 1-16. Mark x. 17-31. Luke xiii. 18-30. 

2 Hut. Heb. Mark x. 17. Keim’s Christas , pp. 31, 93, 184. Keim’a 
Jesu von Nazara , yoi. iii. p 30. Ulhnann, pp. 109, 216. Jiid. H.und- 
icerkerleben , p. 80. Hosenmiiller , Meyer , Godet, Ewald , Paulus, Lange t 
be Wette, et al. in loc. 
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enough ; I am not sure, after all, that I shall inherit eternal 
life in the Kingdom of the Messiah. Pray, tell me what 
special good work can I do to secure this.” 


“ Why do you ask me what is right to do ? ” answered 
Jesus. “ Tour question is superfluous, for it answers itself. 
There is only one Absolute Good—that is, God. The gtod 
act respecting which you inquire can be nothing else than 
perfect obedience to His holy will. If you really would 
enter into life eternal, you must keep the Commandments 
given you by Him.” 


The young man expected to hear some new and special 
commands, requiring unwonted pains, and securing corre¬ 
spondingly great merit by faultless obedience. The answer 
of Jesus was too general to help him in this. He, therefore, 
asked, What commands Christ particularly meant. 

To his astonishment and mortification, instead of naming 


some ceremonial injunctions, as the Rabbis would have doie, 
Jesus simply quoted some of the well-known commandments 
of the Second Table: “Thou shalt not kill,” “Thou shalt 


not commit adultery,” “Thou shalt not steal,” “Thou shalt 
not bear false witness,” “ Honour thy father and thy mother,” 
closing the list with the greatest of all: “ Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself,” which was thus put lost as the 
one by which He intended to bring the young man to the 


test. 


These were only the common duties required of all men, 
and, as such, had a conventional fulfilment which satisfied 
human standards. Their scope was very different, however, 
in the eyes of Jesus, and this the young man presently felt. 

His upright and honest life brought no blush at the enu¬ 
meration. Humbly, except for the secret pride of self- 
righteousness, and with all reverent docility, he replied: 

“I believe I can say that I have strictly kept all these 
commands. 1 * In what respect do I still come short? ” 

The question itself revealed his spiritual deficiencies. It 
showed that, however sincere in his efforts after such a life 
as would secure heaven, he had not risen above the outward 
service of the letter, and had realized neither the spirit of the 
commandments as a whole, nor, in particular, the infinite 
breadth of that which enjoined love to his neighbour. Had 
he seen this in its true grandeur, it would have hinted a 
higher moral task than merely legal conceptions of duty had 
taught him, and have supplied, at the same time, an impulse 
tow aids its fulfilment. 
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Jesus read his heart in a moment, and was won by the 
guilelessness of his answer and question, and by the evident 
worth of his character. As He looked at him, so earnest, so 
humble, so admirable in his life and spirit, He loved him. 
Could he only stand the testing demand that must now be 
made, he would pass into the citizenship of the kingdom of 
God. 

“You lack one thing yet,” said Jesus, therefore, “if you 
really wish to be perfect. Had you understood the com¬ 
mands of God in their depth and breadth, you would not 
have asked if you could do anything' more than you had 
done; their living power in you would have suggested con¬ 
tinually fresh duties. When you ask me to tell you what 
next to do, it shows that you think only of tasks imposed 
from without, and do not act from a principle in your own 
soul. If your desire for eternal life be supreme, as it ought 
to be, go home, sell all that you have, and give what you 
get for it to the poor, and instead of the earthly riches thus 
given in charity, you will have treasure in heaven. Then, 
come to me, be my disciple, and bear your cross after me, 
as I bear mine.” 

The demand, great though it seems, was exactly suited to 
the particular case. It was a special test in a special instance, 
though underneath it lay the unconditional self-sacrifice and 
self-surrender for Christ, required from all His disciples. It 
could not fail to bring the young man to a clearer self- 
knowledge, and thus, to a wholly new conception of what 
true religion demanded. The only way to lead him to a 
healthier moral state was to humble him, by a disclosure 
of weakness hitherto unsuspected. He had fancied himself 
willing to do whatever could be required; he could now see 
if he really were so. He had thought he cared for nothing 
in comparison with gaining heaven ; he could now judge for 
himself if he had not erred. 

It might have been hoped that this lofty counsel, the 
repetition of that which had been so often given to others 
before, would have roused one so earnest to a noble enthu¬ 
siasm, before which all lower thoughts would have lost their 

7 o 

power. The love he had inspired in Jesus must have shown 
itself towards him in every look and tone ; there must have 
been every desire to attract and win, none to repel. But 
the one absolute, constant condition of acceptance demanded 
from all—supreme, unrestricted devotion to Himself and His 
cause, and willingness to sacrifice all human ties and posses- 
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sions, or even life, for His sake—could in no case be lowered. 
Poor, friendless, outlawed, Jesus abated no jot of his awful 
claims, loftier than human monarch had ever dreamed of 
making, on all who sought citizenship in His Kingdom. 

The test exacted was fatal, at least for the time. It was 
precisely that which the young man had least expected, and 
was a thousand times harder than any legal enforcements; 
painful and protracted even as those by which the; highest 
grade of ceremonial holiness was attained. 1 Had Jesus 
invited him to be His disciple without requiring the condition 
He had so often declared indispensable, there would have 
been instant, delighted acceptance. But that could not be. 
He could not say “ Be my disciple,” till He had secured his 
supreme devotion. 

Kich, and already a magistrate—for Church and State 
with the Jews were identical—the demand staggered and 

«, i 

overwhelmed the young man. A moment’s thought, and his 
broad acres and social position, which he must give up for 
ever if he would follow Jesus, raised a whole armv of hin- 
drances and hesitations. The condition imposed had no 
limitation, but neither had his own question to which it was 
a reply. He had been touched where weakest, but this was 
exactly what his repeated request demanded. Why should 
Jesus have asked less from him than from other disciples ? 
It was, doubtless, harder for a rich than for a poor man to 
leave all, but there must, in no case, be room for doubt of 
the entire sincerity of those admitted as disciples, and this 
could be tested only by their readiness to sacrifice all to 
become so. . It was less, besides, to demand this, as things 
were, for discipleship wonld only too surely involve, very 
soon, not only loss of all earthly goods, but life-long trials, 
and even death. 

But the world got the better in the young man’s heart, and 
he went away sorrowful, at the thought that he was volun¬ 
tarily excluding himself from the Kingdom of the Messiah. 
Yet, the wide fields, the rich possessions—how could he 
give them up ? 

“How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the 
Kingdom of God ! ” said Jesus, as the candidate for disciple¬ 
ship went away, evidently in great mental distress. 5 “ It is 
easier,” continued He, “ to use a proverb you often hear, for 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of God.” * 

1 See vol. i. p. 239. * Matt. xix. 23-30. Mark x. 23-81. Luke xviii. 80. 
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The words fell with a new and perplexing sound on the 
ears of the apostles. Like all Jews, they had been accustomed 
to regard worldly prosperity as a special mark of the favour 
of God—for their ancient Scriptures seemed always to con¬ 
nect the enjoyment of temporal blessings with obedience to 
the Divine law. 1 They still, moreover, secretly cherished the 
hope of an earthly kingdom of the Messiah, in which riches 
would be showered on His favourites, and, even apart from 
all this, if it were hard to enter this “ Kingdom of Heaven,” 
except by stooping to absolute poverty, it seemed as if very 
few could be saved at all. 

“ Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to 
enter into the kingdom of God,” d repeated Jesus, seeing their 
wonder and evident uneasiness. “ It is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man, who 
clings to his riches, to enter into the kingdom of God.” 

“ Who, then, can be saved ? ” asked some of them. 

“With men it is impossible,” replied Jesus, fixing His eyes 
earnestly on them, “ but not with God ; for with God all things 
are possible. He can bestow heavenly grace to wean the 
heart from worldly riches; apart from this, the world will 
prevail.” 

Peter, especially, had listened with deep attention to all 
that had passed, and had been mentally applying it to the 
case of his fellow-disciples and himself. Their minds were 
still full of the Jewish idea of merit before God, and of a claim 
to corresponding reward. When Jesus summoned them to 
follow Him, they had been exactly in the young man’s position, 
though they had not had so much to surrender. They had given 
up everything for Him, at His first invitation—their families, 
houses, occupations, and prospects. However little in them¬ 
selves, these had been the whole world to them. It seemed 
only natural, therefore, that they should have a proportion of 
that treasure which Jesus had promised the young man, if he 
forsook all for His sake. 


In keeping with his natural frank impulsiveness, Peter 
could not restrain his thoughts, and asked Jesus directly what 
he and his fellow-Apostles would have for their loyalty to 

Him? 


Knowing the honest simplicity of the Twelve, their Master, 
instead of reproving their boldness, cheered them with words 
which must have sounded inconceivably grand to Galilasan 
fishermen. 


1 Deut. xxviii. 
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“ Be assnred that at the final triumph of my Kingdom, 
when all things shall be delivered from their present cor¬ 
ruption, and restored, through me and my work, to the glory 
they had before sin entered the world ; when I, the now 
despised Son of man, shall come again, seated on the throne 
of my glory, you who have followed me in my humiliation, 
will be exalted to kingly dignity, and shall sit, each of you, 
on his throne, to judge the twelve tribes of Israel. Yea, 
more ; every one who gives up his brethren, or sisters, or 
father, or mother, or children, or lands, or houses, that he 
may the more unreservedly spread my Gospel and honour 
my name, will be rewarded a hundredfold. Even in this 
present life he will receive back again richly all he has left— 
houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children; 
for he will find among those w r ho believe in me, a compen¬ 
sation for all; he will regard and be allowed freely to use 
their means as his own, and be welcomed by them with moi*e 
than brotherly friendship. But, with all this, he will have 
to bear persecution. 1 In the future world, moreover, he will 
have a still greater reward, for there he will iulicrit ever¬ 
lasting life. 

“ But,” added He, by way of warning, “ Do not trust to 
your having been the first to follow me. For the rewards of 
the kingdom of heaven will be like those given by a house¬ 
holder who had a vineyard, and, needing labourers for it, 
went out early in the morning to hire them. Having found 
some, he agreed to give them a denarius a day, and sent them 
into the vineyard. Going out again about the third hour— 
nine o’clock—he saw others standing idle in the market-place, 
and sent them also into the vineyard, making no bargain with 
them, however, but bidding them trust him that he would 
give them what was just. He did the same at the sixth and 
at the ninth hours. Finally, he went out at the eleventh 
hour, and found still others standing about, and asked why 
they had stayed there all the day, idle. 1 Because no one 
has hired us,’ replied they, * Go ye also into the vineyard,’ 
said he, ‘ and you Rhall receive whatever is right.’ 

“ When the evening was come, the lord of the vineyard 
bade Jus overseer call the labourers, and pay them ull the 
surae sum—the denarius, for which he had agreed with the 
first. He was also to begin with those who came into the 
vineyard last. 


1 Acts iv. 89. 
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“ When they came, therefore, who were hired at the 
eleventh hour, they received each a denarius. But when 
the first, came, they supposed they should have received 
more; hut they also received, each, only the same amount. 
And when they received it, they murmured against the house¬ 
holder, saying, ‘ Those who came in last did only one hour’s 
work, and thou hast made them equal to us, who bore the 
scorching wind from the desert at sunrise, 1 2 and the heat of 

O ' 

the day.’ But he answered one of them, ‘ Friend, I do thee 
no wronsr: didst not thou acrree with me for a denarius ? 

o 7 o 

Take what is yours, and go ; I desire to give the same to those 
who came in last, as unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to do 
what I will in my own affairs ? Is thine eye evil because I 
am good ? ’ 

“ The householder thus made the first last, and the last 
first, because the first had been working for hire, while the 
others had simply trusted his promise. He who works in my 
kingdom for the sake of a reward hereafter, may do his work 
well, but he honours me less than others who trust in me 


without thinking of future gain. The spirit in which you 
labour for me gives your service its value. He who is called 
late in life, and serves me unselfishly, will stand higher at the 
great day than he who has served me longer, but with a less 
noble motive. Many are called to join my kingdom and 
work in it, but few show themselves especially worthy of 
honour by their spirit and zeal." If the first find themselves 
last, it will be their own fault; for though no one can claim 
reward as his due in the Kingdom of God, yet I give it, of 
favour, to those first who serve me most purely. He, I re¬ 
peat, who works most devotedly, without thought of reward, 
will be first, though, perhaps, last to be called; he will be 
chosen to honour, while others, less zealous and loving, though 
earlier called, will remain undistinguished.” 

Hothing could have been more fitted to check any tendency 
to self-importance and pride, so natural in men raised to a 
position so inconceivably above their original station. Nor 
was there room, henceforth, for any mercenary thoughts, even 
of future reward, for the discharge of their duty. They 
could not forget, that, thoagh first to enter the vineyard of 
the New Kingdom, they were yet, so far, on a footing with 


1 Stanley’s Apostolic Age , p. f)4. 

2 Newman’s Sermons , vol. vi. p. SIS. Godwyn , p. 81. See Rosenmilller t 
De ll'ette, Meyer , Lanye, Paulnt, and others, in loo. 



353 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


all who should follow them, that the spiritual worth of their 
work alone determined their ultimate honour. The special 
reward, promised by their Master was a free gift of God, not, 
the payment of a debt, and depended on their own spirit ami 

zeal. 

They were now approaching the end of their journey, for 
they were near Jericho, at which the road struck directly 
west to Jerusalem. Nisan, the month pf the Passover, had 
already come, and only a few days more remained of our 
Saviour’s life. Nature was putting on its spring beaut v, 
and throngs of early pilgrims were passing to the Holy City. 
All around was joy and gladness, but, nevertheless, a deep 
gloom hung over the little company of Jesus. Everything 
on the way—the constant disputes with the • Rabbis, the 
warning about Antipas, the very solemnity of the recent 
teachings—combined to fill their minds with an undefined 
terror. They had shrunk from visiting Bethany, because it 
was near Jerusalem; for they knew that the authorities were 
on the watch to arrest their Master, and put Him to death. 
He had had to flee from that village, first to Ephraim, and 
then, over the Jordan, to Perea, and yet He was now de¬ 
liberately walking into the very jaws of danger. They had 
marched steadily southwards through the woody highlands 
of Gilead; they had passed the rushing waters of the Jahbok 
and its tributaries, and seen, for a moment, once more, 
the spot where John had closed his mission. The distant 
mountains of Machaems now threw their shadows over their 
route, and, everywhere, the recollections of the grent herald 
of their Master met them. Mount Nebo, where Moses was 
buried, and the range of Attaroth, where John’s mutilated 
corpse had been laid to rest, were within sight. Everything 
in the associations of the journey was solemn, and they 
knew their national history too well not to fear that, for 
Jesus to enter Jerusalem, would be to share the sad fate of 
the prophets of old, whom it had received only to murder. 
It w as clear that there could be but one issue, and no less 
so that He was voluntarily going to His death. The calm 
resolution with which He thus carried out His purpose awed 
them; for, so far from showing hesitation, He walked at 
their head, while they could only follow with excited alarm. 

Yet, their ideas were sadly confused, and the hope that 
things might result very differently alternated with their 
fears. The old dream of an earthly kingdom still clung to 
them, and they fancied that, though Jesus might expect 
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to be killed in the national rising which He would, per¬ 
haps, bring about at the approaching feast, He might be 
more fortunate, and live to establish a great Messianic 
monarchy. 

To dissipate such an illusion, He had already told them, 
twice, exactly what was before Him; but to prepare them, 
if possible, for the shock which the sad realization of His 
words was so soon to bring, He once more recapitulated, 
with greater minuteness than ever, what He knew, with 
Divine certainty, awaited His entrance into Jerusalem. 

“Behold,” said He, “we are going up to Jerusalem, and 
the Son of man will be delivered to the chief priests and 
scribes, and they will condemn Him to death ” 1 —they, and 
no others ; for, as heads of the Old Kingdom of God, now 
corrupt and dying, they had rejected Him—“ and they will 
deliver Him to the Romans, to mock, and scourge, and 
crucify, but the third day He shall rise again.” 

How hard it is to uproot strong prepossessions was shown 
within a few hours. In spite of such repeated warnings, 
not only the Twelve, but the others who followed Him, did 
not understand w'hat He meant. It is easy for us to do so, 
after the event; but to anticipate the explanation thus given 
must have been well-nigh impossible to minds pre-occupied 
with ideas so radically opposed to it. 

The mention of thrones, as in reversion for the Twelve at 
“ the Coming ” of their Master in His glory, had neutralized 
the announcement of His death. His open triumph was 
expected as very near at hand; His death they did not 
understand, and could not reconcile with His other state¬ 
ments, for, indeed, they did not wish to do so. 

Dreams of ambition, thus kindled, had risen, especially in 
the minds of James and John, who, with Peter, were the 
most honoured of the Apostles. They had been in a better 
social position than many of their brethren, and, with 
Salome, their mother, had freely given all they had, to the 
cause of their Master. Ashamed to tell Him their thoughts 
directly, they availed themselves of Salome, whom, per¬ 
haps, He might the more readily hear, as older than 
they; as a woman; perhaps as His mother’s sister, and 
as one who had shown herself, like her sons, His true 
friend. 

She now came, therefore, with them, in secret, and, fall- 

1 Matt. xx. 17-19. Mark x. 33. 34. Luke xviii. 31 -34. 
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ing on her knees, as was the custom where reverence was in¬ 
tended, and as was especially due to one whom she regarded 
as the future great Messianic King, told Him she was about 
to ask a surpassing favour. 1 “ What is it? ” asked Jesus. 
“Say,” answered she, “that these, my two sons, may sit, 
like the chief ministers of other kings, at Thy feet, on Thy 
right hand and Thy left, on the first step of the throne, when 
Thou settest up the Kingdom.” 

So different, as yet, were the two from what they were 
afterwards to become, when they had drunk more deeply 
of their Master’s spirit! 

“ You do not understand what your request implies,” 
answered Jesus. “ The highest place in my Kingdom can 
only be gained by drinking the cup of sore trial, of which I, 
myself, shall drink presently, and enduring the same fierce 
baptism of sorrow and suffering, even to death, in which 
I am to be plunged. Do you think you are able to bear 
all that ? ” 

In simple true-hearted ness, both answered, at once, that 
they were. 

“You shall, indeed,” replied Jesus, “drink of my onp, 
and be baptized with the same baptism as I; but, in my 
Kingdom, no honours can be given from mere favour, as in 
kingdoms of .the world. They can be obtained only by those 
fitted for them by spiritual greatness. The one way to 
secure them is through supreme self-sacrifice for my sake, 
and they are given by my Father to those nlone who thus 
show themselves worthy. For such, indeed, they are pre¬ 
pared by Him already.” 

John and James had striven to hide their selfish ami 
ambitious request, by coming to Jesus when He was alone, 
but the Ten, as was inevitable, soon heard of it, and were 
indignant in the extreme at such an unworthy attempt to 
forestall them in their Master’s favour. Their own ambition, 
at best only suppressed, broke out, afresh, in a fierce storm 
of jealous passion. Such human weakness was sadly out of 
place at any time, among the followers of the meek ami 
lowly Son of man, but still more so, now, when He stood 
almost under the shadow of the cross, and it must have 
caused Him the keenest sorrow. Calling round Him, there¬ 
fore, the whole Twelve, offenders and offended, He pointed 
out how utterly they had misapprehended the nature of 


1 Matt. xx. 20-98. Mark x. 88-46. 
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His Kingdom, notwithstanding all His teaching through the 
past years. 1 

“ Yon are disputing about precedence in my Kingdom,” 
said He, “ as if it were like the kingdoms of the world. 
Once more, let me warn you that it is wholly different. The 
kings of the heathen nations around us lord it over their 

o 

subjects, and their magnates, under them, exercise authority 
often more imperiously than their chiefs. But it is very 
different in my Kingdom, and a very different spirit must 
find place among you, its dignitaries. He who wishes to be 
great in that Kingdom can only be so by becoming the ser¬ 
vant of the others ; and he who wishes the very highest 
rank, can only be so by becoming their slave.® You may 
see that it must be so from my own case, your King and 
Head—for I, the Son of man, came not to be ministered 
unto, as other kings are, but to serve, and to give up even 
my life as a ransom for many.” 

The upland pastures of Perea were now behind them, and 
the road led down to the sunken channel of the Jordan, 


and the “ divine district 


” f 


of Jericho. This small but rich 


plain was the most luxuriant spot in Palestine. Sloping 
gently upwards from the level of the Dead Sea, 1,350 feet 

below the Mediterranean, to the stern background of the 
hills of Quarantana, it had the climate of Lower Egypt, and 
displayed the vegetation of the tropics. Its fig-trees were 
pre-emine 

of various kinds; its crops of dates were a proverb; the 
balsam-plant, which grew principally here, furnished a 
costly perfume, and was in great repute for healing wounds ; 
maize yielded a double harvest; wheat ripened a whole 

month earlier than in Galilee, and innumerable bees found a 

* 

paradise in the many aromatic flowers and plants, not a few 
unknown elsewhere, which filled the air with odours and 
the landscape with beauty. 

Rising like an amphitheatre from amidst this luxuriant 
scene, lay Jericho, the chief place east of Jerusalem, on 
swelling slopes, seven or eight miles distance from the 
Jordan, and seven hundred feet above the river bed, from 


ntly famous ; it was unique in its groves of palms 


1 Authorities : Schenkel’s Bibcl Lex., vol. iii. p. 259 ; vol. iv. p. 121 ; 
vol. ii. p. 152; vol. v. p. 424. Keim’s Chris’u s, pp. 41, 74, 93. Haus- 
rath , vol. i. pp._ 319, 383, 390. Schenkel’s Charakterbild, p. 216. 
Schleiermacher’s Prediyten, vol. i. p. 425. Newman’s Sermons, vol. iv. 
p. 295 ; vol. ii. p. 320 ; vol. i. pp. 165, 455. Melvill’s Sermons, vol. ii 
p. 59, et al. 
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which its gardens and groves, thickly interspersed with 
mansions, and covering seventy furlongs from north to 
south, and twenty from east to west, were divided by a strip 
of wilderness. 1 The town had had an eventful history. Once 
the stronghold of the Canaanites, it was still, in the days 
of Christ, surrounded by towers and castles. Thrax and 
Taurus, two of them, at the entrance of the city, lay in ruins 
since the time of Pompey, but the old citadel l)ock, towered 
aloft—dark with the recollection that its heroic builder, 
Simon Maccabteus, and his two sons, had been murdered in 
its chambers. Kypros, the last fortress built by Herod the 
Great, who had called it after his mother, rose white in the 
sun on the south of the town. The palace of the AsmoneHn 
kings stood amidst gardens, but it had l>een deserted 
by royalty since the evil genius of her house, Alexandra, 
the mother-in-law of Herod, and mother of Mariamne, had 
lived in it. The great palace of Herod, in the far-famed 
groves of palms, had been plundered and burned down in 
the tumults that followed his death, but in its place a 
grander structure, built by Archelaus, had risen amidst even 
finer gardens, and more copious and delightful streams. A 
great theatre and spacious circus, built by Herod, scanda¬ 
lized the Jews, not less by their unholy amusements than 
by the remembrance that the elders of the nation had been 
shut up in the latter by the dying tyrant, to be cut down at 
his death, in revenge for the hatred borne him. Nor was the 
murder of the young Asmonean, Aristobulus, in the great 
pools which surrounded the old Asmonean palace, forgotten ; 
nor the time when Cleopatra had wrung the rich oasis from 
the hands of Herod, by her spell over her lover, Antony. A 
great stone aqueduct of eleven arches brought a copious 
supply of water to the city, and the Roman military road 
ran through it. The houses themselves, however, though 
showy, were not substantial, but were built mostly of sun- 
dried brick, like those of Egypt; so that now, as in the 
similar cases of Babylon, Nineveh, or Egypt, after long 
desolation hardly a trace of them remains. 8 

A great multitude accompanied Jesus as He drew near 
Jericho—pilgrims, on foot, or on asses, or camels—who hud 
come from nil the side passes and crass roads of Perea and 

* Srpp, toI. v. p. 393. 

* This description is taken from Winer, Hertog, Smith, Scheitkcl, 
BBhr , Hauarath, Keim, and others. 
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Galilee. They met at this central point to go up to the 
Passover, at Jerusalem; not a few with an eye to the -trade 
with foreign pilgrims, driven so briskly in the Holy City 
at this season, as well as for devotion. 

Near the gate of the town one of the last miracles of our 
Lord was performed. Like the Temple itself, all the roads 
leading to Jerusalem were much frequented at the times 
of the feasts, by beggars, who reaped a special harvest from 
the charity of the pilgrims. 

Blindness is remarkably frequent in the East. While in 
northern Europe only one in a thousand is blind, in 
Egypt there is one in every hundred; indeed, very few 
persons there have their eyes quite healthy. The great 
changes of temperature at different times of the day, especi¬ 
ally between day and night, cause inflammation of the eyes, 
as well as of other parts, both in Palestine and on the Lower 
Nile ; while neglect and stupid prejudice, refusing or slight¬ 
ing remedies in the earlier stages, lead to blindness in many 
cases that otherwise might have been easily cured. 1 

Among the beggars who had gathered on the sides of the 
road at Jericho were two who had thus lost their si ght: 
one of whom only, by name Bar-TimseusJ for some special 
reason, is particularly noticed by two of the Gospels, in the 
incident that followed. 2 


They had probably heard of the cure, at Jerusalem, 
of the man who had been born blind, and learning now 
from the crowd that the great wonder-w r orker was passing 
by, at once appealed to Him as the Son of David—the 
Messiah—to have mercy on them. The multitude tried in 
vain to silence them : they only cried the louder. At last, 
Jesus came near, and, standing still, commanded them to be 


brought. In a moment their upper garment, which would 
have hindered them, was cast aside, and, leaping up, they 
stood before Him with their artless tale ; that they believed 
He could open their eyes 


, and they prayed He would do so. 


A touch sufficed: immediately their eyes received sight 


again, and they joined in the throng that followed their 


Healer. 


Jericho was a Levitical city, and hence the residence of a 
great many priests; its position as the centre of an excep¬ 
tionally productive district, and also of the import and 


1 JRibcl Lex., Art. Blindheit. 

2 Matt. xx. 29-34. Mark x. 46-52. Luke xviii. 35-43; xix. I. 
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export trade between the two sides of the Jordon, mode it, 
also, a city of publicans. It had much the same place in 
Southern Palestine as that held in Galilee by Capernaum, the 
centre of the trade between the sea-coast and the northern 
interior, as far as Damascus. The transit to and fro of so 
much wealth brought with it proportionate work and har¬ 
vest for the farmers of the revenue. Hence, a strong 1 force 
of customs and excise collectors was stationed in it, under 
a local head, named Zacchaeus, whom, in our day, we might 
have called a commissioner of customs. In a system so 
oppressive and arbitrary as the Roman taxation, the inhabit¬ 
ants must have suffered heavily at the hands of such a com¬ 
plete organization. To be friendly with any of their number 
was not the way to secure the favour of the people at large. 

Zaechaeus, especially, was disliked and despised, for, though 
a Jew, he had grown rich by an infamous profession, and 
was, in the eyes of his fellow-townsmen, not only an extor¬ 
tioner, but, by his serving the Romans, a traitor to his race, 
and to their invisible King, Jehovah. His personal character, 
moreover, seems to have boen bad, for he owned to Jesus 
that he had, at least in some cases, wrung money from his 
fellow-townsmen by swearing falsely against them before the 
magistrates. 

Jesns had seldom passed that way, and hence His person 
was little known, though report had spread His name widely 
Among others, Zacclueus was anxious to see Him, 1 and, 
being a little man, he had run before the caravan with which 
our Lord was entering the town, and had taken his station 
in one of the ever-green fig-trees—a sycamore—of which 
some grew at the wayside, of great size, a few even fifty 
feet in circumference. They were easy to climb, from their 
short trunks, and wide branches forking out in all direc¬ 
tions. 2 

He had never seen Jesus; and having no idea that he wns 
known to Him, must have been astounded when the Great 
Tyaeher, as Ho passed the spot, looked up, and, addressing 
him by name, told him to make haste and come down, as He 
intended to be his guest that night.A Divine pnrjjose of 
mercy, as yet known to Jesus alone, had determined this 
self-invitation. Though all others shunned the chief of the 
publicans as specially disreputable, he was chosen in loving 
pity by Jesus, as His host. The word was enough ; in an 


1 Luke xix. 2-28. 


9 Trwtram, p. 399. 


* John i. 39. 
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instant he was in the road, and pressingly welcomed 
Christ to his hospitality. That he, the hated and despised 
one. should have been thus favoured, in a moment won his 
heart, and waked the impulse of a new and better life ; but 
it also raised the hostile feeling of the multitude. Voices 
on every side were heard murmuring that “He was gone, in 
defiance of the Law, and of public feeling and patriotic duty, 
to lodge with the chief publican.” 

They little knew the mighty change His having done so 
had, instantaneously, wrought in a soul hitherto degraded and 
lost, not less by an ignoble life, than by the social proscrip¬ 
tion which barred all hope of self-recovery. Christ had 
completely overcome him, for He had treated him as a man, 
with respect, and shown him that the way still lay open, even 
to him, to a new and better future. The two had meanwhile, 
apparently, reached the court of Zacchaeus’ house, and the 
crowd pressed closely round as Jesus was about to enter a 
dwelling, the threshold of which no respectable Jew would 
think of crossing. He was braving a harsh public opinion, 
and incurring the bitterest hatred of the Jewish religious 
leaders, by openly disregarding the laws of ceremonial 
defilement, and by treating with honour one whom they 
denounced as accursed. Zacchaeus was overpowered with 
a sense of the unselfish magnanimity which could prompt 
such treatment of one who had no claim to it. He would 
signalize the event by an open and public vow. Standing 
before the crowd, therefore, he addressed Christ : “ Lord, I 
feel deeply the honour and loving service you do me, and 
I hereby vow that I shall give one-half of my goods to the 
poor, to show how much I thank Thee. And, still more, if, 
as I lament to think has been the case, I have ever taken 
any money from any one by false accusation, I promise 
to repay him four-fold—the highest restitution that even 
Roman law demands from one guilty of such an offence.” 

“ This day is salvation come to this house,” said Jesus, as 
He heard such words, 1 “ for this man, sinner though he be, 
is, nevertheless, a son of Abraham, and now shows himself 
humbled and penitent. I came to seek and to save that 
which was lost, and I rejoice to have won back to the fold of 

1 Land and Book , p.22. Furrer, pp. 184, 151, 66. Bibel Lex., vol. v. 
p. 424. Schenkel’e Charakterbild, p. 197. Bibrl Lex., vol. iv. p. 295. 
llobertson’s Serm >m, vol. i. p 70; vol. ii. p. 213. Sclreiermaeher’s 
Predigten , vol. iii. p. 203. Keim , vol. iii. p. 47. Ilausrath, vol. i. p. 
366. 
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God, a child of Israel who had wandered so far from Him.” 
He had foreseen the whole incident, by His Divine power, 
and calmly ignored all recognition of caste or class when a 
human soul was to be saved. 

“ Before you leave,” He continued, still addressing the 
crowd in the court-yard, or outside it, “ let me tell you a 
parable. I know what is in your thoughts. You see that I 
am near Jerusalem, and suppose I shall take advantage of 
the Passover, when such vast throngs of Jews are in the 
Holy City, to proclaim the Kingdom of the Messiah in the 
way you expect, by insurrection and force. Let me set 
before you the truth.” 

With that marvellous power of turning every incident to 
practical account, which marked His teaching, He proceeded 
to repeat a parable borrowed, in many particulars, from facts 
in their recent or passing national history. 1 Archeluus had 
set out for Rome, most likely from Jericho itself, not many 
years before, to obtain investiture in the kingdom left to 
him by the will of his father Herod, and the Jews had sent 
a fruitless embassy after him, to prevent his obtaining it. 
All the princes of the house of Herod had, indeed, been only 
vassals of Rome, and had had to go to the imperial city, in 
each case, to seek their kingdom as a gift from the Roman 
senate. 

“ A certain man,” said He, “ of noble birth, went to a 
distant country to receive for himself the dignity of king 
over his former fellow-citizens, and then to return. Before 
doing so, he called ten of his servants, from whom, as such, 
he had the right to expect the utmost care for his interests 
in his absence. He proposed, in his secret mind, to entrust 
them with a small responsibility, by their discharge of 
which he could judge, when he returned, of their fitness 
and worthiness to be put into positions of greater con¬ 
sideration; for he wished to choose from them his future 
chief officers. 

“ In the meantimo he gave them, each, only a mina, one 
hundred drachma?, h and said to them, ‘Trade with this, on 
my account, till I return.’ If they proved to be faithful in 
this small matter, he would be able to advance them to 
higher trusts. 

“ It happened, howevor, that he was so unpopular, that 

* baumgarten, p. 2G8. Schfirer, p. 227. Hautrath , vol. i. pp. 361, 163. 

Kcim, vol. iii. pp 54, 212. 6Vpp, vol. v. p. 401. The Commentariee, in 
loc. 
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lm fellow-citizens, in their hatred of him, sent an embassy 
after him to the supreme power, complaining against him, 
and contemptuously declaring that they would not have 
such a man to rule over them. But their embassy failed; 
for, in spite of it, he obtained the province,-and was ap¬ 
pointed their king. 

“ On his return, after he had thus received the govern¬ 
ment, he ordered the servants to whom he had given the 
money, to be called before him, that he might know what 
each had gained by trading. The first came and said, ‘ Lord, 
thy mina has gained ten.’ ‘Well done, good servant,’ re¬ 
plied his master, ‘ because thou wast faithful in a very little, 
be thou governor of ten cities.’ The second came, saying, 
‘ Lord, thv mina has gained five.’ ‘ Be thou governor of 
five cities,’ replied his master. But another came, and said, 
‘ Lord, here is thy mina, I have kept it safely tied up in a 
napkin ; thou wilt find it just as I got it. I did not know 
what to do with it, and I was afraid of thee ; for I know 
thou art a hard man in money matters, looking for great 
profits where thou hast laid out next to nothing,—taking up, 
as they say, what thou hast not put down, and, if needs be, 
reaping where thou hast not sown,—making’ good thy loss, 
if there were any, at his expense who caused it,—and so, to 
keep myself safe, I thought it best to run no risks one way 
or other.’ 


“ ‘ I will judge you out of your own mouth, wicked ser¬ 
vant,’ replied his master. ‘ You say you knew I was a hard 
man in money matters, seeking gain where I had laid no¬ 
thing out to secure it, and reaping where others have sown, 
why then did you not at least give my money to some ex¬ 
changer to use at his table, that thus, on my return, I might 
have got it back with interest P ’ Then, turning to the 
servants standing by, he continued, ‘ Take from him the 


mina, and give it to him that has ten.’ ‘ He has ten already,’ 
muttered the servants, half afraid. But the king went on in 


h s anger, without heeding them, ‘ I tell you that to every 
one who shows his fitness to serve me, by having already 
increased what I at first gave him, I shall give more ; but I 


shall take away w'hat I first gave, from him, who, by adding 
nothing to it, has proved his unfitness to use what might be 


put in his hands. 

“ ‘ As to my enemies, who did not wish me to reign over 
them, bring them hither, and put them to death in my 
presence.’ ” 
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The lessons of the parable could hardly bo misunderstood. 
To the Jewish people, "who would not receive Him as the 
Messiah, they spoke in words of wnrning alarm ; but the 
Twelve, themselves, heard a solemn caution. Thov had 
each, in being selected as an Apostle, received a sacred trust, 
to be used for his Master’s interests, till the coming again 
in glory. Well for him, who, when his Lord returned to 
reckon with them, could give a good account of his steward¬ 
ship ; woe to him who had neglected his duty ! Though 
called to the same honour at first as the others, ns nn Apostle, 
he would be stripped of his rank, and receive no share in 
the glory aud dignities of the Messianic kingdom. As to 
the Jews who rejected Him, His coming would be the signal 
for the sorest judgments. 

Having finished His brief stay in Jericho, Jesus set out, 
once more, on His journey of calm, self-sacrificing love, to 
Jerusalem, going on before the multitude, in His grand con¬ 
sciousness of victory beyond thought. Many had already 
gone up to the Holy City, for not a few needed to be there 
some time before the feast, to prepare themselves to take 
part in it, by purifications, necessary from various causes. 
Lepers, for example, who had been cured, but were not as yet 
pronounced clean by the priests, 1 were, with many others, in 
this position. Great numbers, moreover, we may be sure, 
■went up early, for purposes of trade with the first arrivals 
of pilgrims from abroad. 

Meanwhile, all classes alike, in Jerusalem, discussed the 
probability of Christ’s coming to the feast. 2 The excite¬ 
ment among the people was evident, and increased the alarm 
of the hierarchical party, for how could they w ithstand Him, 
if Ho once gained general popular support P The advice of 
Caiaphas had, therefore, been accepted as the policy of the 
party at large, and orders had been issued that He should 
be instantly arrested, when found. It was even required that 
any one who knew where He was, should report it, with a 
view to His apprehension. 

In this midst of this commotion, Jesus quietly entered 
llethany, 3 on the sixth day before the Passover. It was, 
however, impossible for Him to remain concealed. The 
news passed from mouth to mouth, and the street of the 
village soon became thronged with visitors, who came, not 
only to seo Him, but to see Lazarus also, whom they heard 


1 Etcald , vol. ▼. p. 491. 


2 John xi. 55-57. 


» John xii. 1. 9-11. 
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He had raised from the dead. The high priests began to 
question whether they could not manage to put him, also, 
to death. The sight of him was winning many disciples 
to Jesus. They would try. 



CHAPTER LV. 

PALM SUNDAY. 


rPHE long caravan of pilgrims that had accompanied 

Jesus up the wild gorge of the Kcdron, from Jericho, 
had been left at Bethany; some pressing on to Jerusalem, 
others pitching their tents, as fancy pleased them, in the 
pleasant dell below the village, or on the western slope of 
the Mount of Olives, where they could feast their eyes with 
a sight of the city. It was the eve of the Sabbath, nnd 

and the next day w'ere sacred. The journey from 
Jericho had been exhausting. A steep and narrow bridle¬ 
path, threading the precipitous defile, had been the only 
road. It was the scene of the parable of the Good Samaritan. 
The khan, where the wounded man was sheltered, had been 
passed half way. Lonely ascents, between bnre rocks, with 
the worst footing, had been left behind only when Hethany 
and Bethphage, 1 on the eastern spur of the Mount of Olives, 
came in sight. The journey was over before three in the 
afternoon, for it was the rule to have three hours of rest 
before the Sabbath began, at six. In Bethany, Jesus was nt 
home. It was the village of Lazarus and Martha and Mary. 
The fifteen miles from Jericho had been a continual climb of 
over three thousand feet; but He could now' rest with His 
friends, through the Sabbath. 2 Before the next He would 
be crucified. And He knew it. 

This glimpse of sweet rest over—the last He would enjoy 
before the awful end ; the first act in the great tragedy, 
His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, 3 fitly led the way to 
the great consummation. 

In these lust months He had more and more openly 
assumed the supreme dignity of Messiah, with wise caution. 

1 Matt. xxi. 1-11, 14-17. Mark xi. 1-11. Luke xix. 29-44. John xii. 
16-19. 

2 Friday sunset to Saturday sunset, 9th Nisan (30-81 March). 

* Saturday sunset to Sunday 6unset, 10th Nisan (31st March and 1st 
April). 


that night 
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Refraining at first from a sadden proclamation of His office, 
He had carefully shunned popular excitement even by the 
publication of His miracles; that His words—which were 
the true seed of His kingdom—might get time to root 
themselves, and bear fruit among the people,-before the in¬ 
evitable opposition of the ecclesiastical authorities brought 
His work to a close. He had never, however, refused the 
title when given Him, or the honours from time to time 
paid him as the Christ. He had even revealed Himself to 
the woman of Samaria; to the Apostles, first, on the Sea of 
Galilee, and afterwards, with impressive solemnity, at Caesarea 
Philippi; and, latterly, more than once to His enemies, as 
the Head of the Hew Kingdom of God. But, as yet, He 
had made no public, or as it were, official declaration, of His 
claims and rights as the Messiah, and till this was done, 
there still wanted a formal proclamation of His Kingdom 
before Israel and the world. Till then, moreover, the heads 
of the moribund theocracy could not be said to have had 
the choice openly given them, as the representatives of the 
religious past, to accept Him as the Messiah, or definitely 
to reject Him. 

He determined, therefore, with calm deliberation, and con¬ 
sciousness of what it involved, to enter Jerusalem publicly, 
with such circumstance as would openly announce His claim 
to be the Christ. He would also perform specific Messianic 
acts, in the very citadel of the theocracy; entering it under 
the eyes of the haughty, and yet alarmed, hierarchy, 1 as a 
king, but as the Prince of Peace, giving no real pretence 
for any charge of political design, but clearly, as king only 
in a spiritual sense. He had no longer any reason to con¬ 
ceal from the authorities what He really was, and felt 
Himself to be. 

The companies of pilgrims from the various towns and 
districts of Palestine, or from Jewish settlements abroad, 
were wont to make public entries into the city before the 
great feasts. Such an entry Jesus would make, Himself 
its central figure. It would be a day of joy and gladness 
to Him and to others, as when a king enters on his king¬ 
dom. He would no longer check the popular feeling in His 
favour. His last entry to the Holy City, at the Feast of 
Tabernacles, had been designedly secret ; but this should be 
in exact contrast, for He knew that His kingly work was 

1 F. C. Baur, p. 38. Bating nr ten, p. 
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now over, so far as it could, for the time, be completed, and 
the enthusiasm of willing consecration to death, as His path to 
eternal triumph, filled Him with a serene and victorious joy. 
Misconception of His claim would be impossible, in honest 
minds, in the face of facts. Israel should now see Him eome 


openly, as He, who alone, if they frankly accepted Him, 
could save them, by leading them as a nation, to true re¬ 
pentance and a higher spiritual life. He knew beforehand, 
that they would not ; but His work could not be said to be 


completely ended till He had given them and their leaders 
this last public opportunity. 

Hitherto He had entered the Holy City on foot; this day, 
like David and the Judges of Israel, he w’ould ride on an ass. 


ro 


Western 


Nor must we think of 
1 the subject. In the 


East, the ass is in high esteem. Statelier, livelier, swifter 


than with us, it vies with the horse in favour. Among the 


Jews it was equally valued as a beast of burden, for work 
in the field or at the mill, and for riding. In contrast to 
the horse, w r hich had been introduced by Solomon from 
Egypt, and was used especially for war, it was the emblem 
of peace . 1 To the Jew it w’as peculiarly national, for had 
not Moses led his wife, seated on an ass, to Egypt; had not 
the Judges ridden on white asses; and was not the ass of 
Abraham the friend of God, noted in Scripture ? Every 
Jew, moreover, expected, from the words of one of the 
prophets, that the Messiah would enter Jerusalem, poor, and 
riding on an ass . 2 No act could be more perfectly in keeping 
with the conception of a king of Israel, and no words could 
express more plainly that that King proclaimed Himself the 


Messiah* 


On the early morning of Sunday, the tenth of Nisan—the 
Jewish Monday, therefore—Jesus and the Twelve left their 
hospitable shelter at Bethany, and passed out to the little 
valley beneath, with its clusters of fig, almond, and olive 
trees, soon to buret into leaf, and its evergreen palins. 
Somewhere near lay the laiger village of Bethphage; like 
Bethany, so close to Jerusalem as to be reckoned, in the 
Rabbinical law*, a part of it. Secret disciples, 6Uch as the 
five hundred who afterwards gathered to one spot in Galilee, 


1 Ewald’s Qeseh., vol. ii. pp. 107, 340; vol. iv. p. 414. Stanley’s 

Jewiih Church, vol. i. p. 94. 

* Zeoh. ix. 9. Talmud in Eiscnmemgrr, vol. ii. p. 697. 
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find the hundred and twenty, who met, after the resurrection , 1 
in the upper room in the Holy City, were scattered in many 
places. At least one such lived in Bethphage. Jesus, there¬ 
fore, now sent two disciples thither; telling them that, 
immediately on entering it, they would find a she ass tied, 
and her colt standing by her. “ Loose and bring them to 
me,*’ said He, “and if any one make a remark, say that the 
Lord needs them, and he will send them at once.” His 
supernatural power had rightly directed them. The ass and 
its colt were found, and the ready permission of their owner 
—no doubt a disciple—was obtained at once, for their being 
taken for His use . 2 

Meanwhile, it had reached Jerusalem that He was about 
to enter it, and great numbers of the Galilaean pilgrims, 
proud of Him as a prophet from their own district, forthwith 
set out to meet and escort Him, cutting fronds, as they came, 
from the palm-trees that then lined the path , 3 to do Him 
honour. The disciples showed equal enthusiasm, and it was 
forthwith caught by the crowds around—for the whole open 
ground near the city was filled with pilgrims at this season. 
The former hastily threw their abbas on the back of the colt, 
to deck it for their Master, and set Him on it, the mother 
walking at its side ; while the pilgrims, not to be behind, 
spread theirs on the road, or cut off the young sprouts from 
the trees, and strewed them before Him. So myrtle-twigs 
and robes had been strewn by their ancestors before Mordecai, 
when he came forth from the palace of Ahasuerus , 4 and so 
the Persian army had honoured Xerxes, when about to cross 
the Hellespont , 5 and so it is still sometimes done in Palestine, 
as a mark of special honour . 6 

There were three paths over the Mount of Olives ; on the 
north, in the hollow between the two crests of the hill; next, 
over the summit; and on the south, between the Mount of 
Olives and the Hill of Offence, still the most frequented and 
the best. Along this Jesus advanced, preceded and followed 
by multitudes, with loud cries of rejoicing, as at the Feast of 
Tabernacles, when the great Hallel 7 was daily sung in their 
processions. With the improvisatorial turn of the Fast, 


1 1 Cor. xv. 6. Acts i. 15. 2 Furrer , p. 147. 

3 Sepp, vol. v. p. 430. Schleiermacher’s Predigten, vol. ii. p. 5. 

Bibel Lex., vol. iii. p. 606. 

4 Targ., Esther x. 15. 6 Herod., vii. 54. 

• Furrer, Wanderungen , p. 88. 7 Ps. cxiii. 1-8 
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their acclamations took a rhythmical form, which was long 
clianted in the early Church as the first Christian hymn. 1 
“Give (Th ou) the triumph, (O Jehovah), to the Son of 

David ! 

Blessed be the kingdom of our Father David, now to be 

restored in the name of Jehovah ! 

Blessed be He that cometh—the King of Israel—in tho 

name of Jehovah ! 

Our peace and salvation (now coming) are from God above ! 

Praised be He in the highest heavens (for sending them 

by Kim, the Son of David) ! 

From the highest heavens, send Thou, now) salvation ! ” 

It was a triumph in wondrous contrast with that of 
earthly monarchs. No spoils of towns or villages adorned it ; 
no trains of captives destined to slavery or death ; the spoil 
of His sword and His spear were seen only in trophies of 
healing and love—for the lame whom He had cured ran 
before, the dumb sang His praises, and the blind, sightless 
no longer, crowded to gaze on their benefactor. The Phari¬ 
sees among the multitude in vain tried to silence the accla¬ 
mations. In their mortification they even turned to Jesns 
Himself, to ask that He should rebuke those who made 
them. “ No,” replied He, “ I tell you that, if these should 
hold their peace, the very stones will cry out.” 

As they approached the shoulder of the hill, where the 
roads bends downwards to the north, the sparse vegetation 
of the eastern slope changed, as in a moment, to the rich 
green of gardens and trees, and Jerusalem in its glory rose 
before them. It is hard for us to imagine, now, the splendour 
of the view. The City of God, seated on her hills, shone at 
the moment in the morning sun. Straight before stretched 
the vast white walls and buildings of the Temple, its courts, 
glittering with gold, rising one above the other ; the steep 
sides of the Hill of David crowned with lofty walls; the 

V * 

mighty castles towering above them ; the sumptuous palace 
of Herod in its green parks, and the picturesque outlines of 
the streets. Over all rested the spell of a history of two 
thousand years; of a present which craved salvation in its 
own perverted way; and the mystic Holy of Holies linked 
the seen to the invisible. The crusaders, long centuries after, 
when the only glory left to the Holy City was its wondrous 
memories, burst out into a loud cry—Jerusalem ! Jerusalem 1 


1 Evald Grrch., vol. v. p. 616. 
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*—when they first saw it, and the enthusiasm of the Jew could 
not have been less intense. The shouts and rejoicing rose 
higher than ever. 

The whole scene was overpowering, even to Jesus Himself. 
He was crossing the ground on which, a generation later, 
the tenth Roman legion would be encamped , 1 as part of the 
besieging force destined to lay in ashes all the splendour 
before Him. Knowing the future as He did, His heart 
was filled with indescribable sadness, for He was a patriot 
and man, though also the Son of God. Looking at the 
spectacle before Him, and thinking of the contrast a few 
years would show, tears burst from His eyes, and His dis¬ 
ciples heard Him saying—“Would that thou hadst known, 
thou, Jerusalem, in this thy day, when I come, who alone 
can bring it—what would give thee peace and safety ! But 
now, thou seest not what only could make them thine—the 
receiving me as the Messiah! Days will come upon thee, 
when thine enemies will raise a mount about thee, and 
compass thee round, and invest thee on every side, and level 
thee with the ground, and bury thy children under thy 
ruins, and leave not one stone in thee upon another, because 
thou knewest not the time when God, through me, offered 
thee salvation ! ” 

Sweeping round to the north, the road approached Jeru¬ 
salem bv the bridge over the Kedron, to reach which it had 

%/ Cj _ ' 

to pass Gethsemane. The myriads of pilgrims on the slopes 
of Olivet, and the crowd at the eastern wall of the Temple, 
thus saw the procession winding in slow advance, till it 
reached the gate, now St. Stephen’s, through which Jesus 
passed into Bezetha—the new town—riding up the valley 
between it and Mount Moriah, through narrow streets, hung 
with flags and banners for the feast, and crowded, on the 
raised sides, and on every roof, and at every window, with 
eager faces. “ Who is this ? ” passed from lip to lip. “ It is 
Jesus, the Prophet of Nazareth, in Galilee,” shouted back the 
crowd of northern pilgrims and disciples, glorying in the 
vindication of the honour of their province before the proud 
and contemptuous sons of Jerusalem. 

Leaving His beast, and entering the Temple, which, 
having ridden, He could do without preparation, except 
that of removing His sandals, though the crowd with Him, if 
at such times the rules were enforced, had to stop behind to 

1 Jos., Bell. Jud., v. 2. 3; vi. 2, 8 ; v. 12. 2. 
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cleanse their dusty feet, take off their shoes or sandals, and 
lay aside their walking staves, before entering a place so holy, 
—He took possession of it in the name and as the representa¬ 
tive of Jehovah its Lord, and closed the wondrous day by 
a calm and prolonged survey of all around. Earnest, sad, 
indignant hours thus passed; but even they were filled with 
works of pitying goodness, for the blind and the lame had 
heard of His coming, and hastened to Him, and were healed. 
The courts and halls of the Sacred House—the very strong¬ 
hold of His enemies,—re-echoed, to their intense mortification, 
with the shouts that had accompanied His entry to the city, 
for the miracles He wrought heightened and prolonged the 
enthusiasm, till the very children joined in the cry of 
“ Hosanna to the Son of David ! ” 

“ Do you see how powerless we are against Him P ” 
muttered the Pharisees ; “ the whole people have gone after 
Him.” 

His bold appearance in the Temple itself, filled the priestly 
dignitaries and Rabbis with indignation, which was all the 
deeper becjiuse they dared not arrest Him for fear of the 
crowds, even when now in their very hand. That the 
children should hail Him as the Messiah, also cnniged them. 
“ Hearest thou not what these say?” asked some of them. 
But instead of disavowing the supreme honour ascribed to 
Him, He only replied that He did, adding, “ have ye 
never read in your owm Scriptures—‘ Out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings, Thou (Jehovah) hast perfected praise, 1 
that thou mightest put to shame thine enemies, and silence 
Thy foes, and those who rage against Thee.’ ” ^ 

Never was His presence of mind and quick aptness of 
retort shown more strikingly. 

The day was now far spent. The end proposed had been 
abundantly attained. The crowds had begun to retire after 
evening prayers, and He, too, with the Twelve, passed out 
quietly w ith the throng, and betook Himself once more to 
the w r ell-loved cottage at Bethany. 

The day in which He had thus virtually consecrated Him¬ 
self to death, 'was that, by no chance coincidence, on which 
the paschal lamb w*as selected. 

It is easy to understand the statement of the Gospels, 
that neither the Twelve nor the disciples at large realized 
at first the full significance of w’hat had happened. In later 
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times, however, after He had risen and ascended to heaven, 
its full grandeur slowly broke on them as they discoursed 
atrain and again on the whole strange history through which, 
they had passed. They remembered, then, the words of the 
prophet Zechariah, and saw how the triumphal entry in 
which they had taken part, had been the divinely designed 
fulfilment of ancient prophecy . 1 

The entry on Palm Sunday, though, for the moment, a 
bitter mortification to the hierarchical party, was presently 
hailed by them as a fancied mistake on the part of Jesus. Till 
now, all their efforts to frame any capital charge against 
Him, on plausible grounds, had utterly failed. He had 
slighted the Rabbinical laws; but the Romans, with whom 
lay the power of life and death, would take no cognizance 
of such offences. His public entry into Jerusalem, as the 
Messiah, amidst the shouts of the people, seemed to give 
them, at last, the means of indicting Him for what they could 
represent as at least constructive treason—the claiming to 
be king instead of Caesar. The Romans dreaded nothing 

o o 

more than assumption of the Messiahship, for it had often 
cost them dear to quell the insurrections to which it led, 
and they were stern to the uttermost against any attempt 
to challenge the Emperor’s authority. Rut the absolutely 
peaceful bearing of Jesus, throughout; His studied care to 
make no illegal use of the popular enthusiasm; the quiet 
dispersion of the crowds, and the utter absence of any poli¬ 
tical character in His w r hole life and words, were fatal to 
judicial action based on grounds so slender. They would 
not, however, let such a charge against Him slip, and could 
accuse Him to Pilate, if other charges failed, of “ perverting 
the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying 
that he. Himself, is Christ, a king.” 2 

Morning 3 saw Jesus once more on His way to the Temple. 
He had not as yet eaten, for He seems to have looked forward 
to doing so at the home of some disciple in Jerusalem, and 
the keen air of the early hours made Him hungry . 4 The 
little valley of Bethany was famous for dates and figs ; 
the very name Bethany meaning “ the place for dates,” while 
Bethphage c is “ the place for the green or winter fig ”—a 
variety which remains on the trees through the winter, 
having ripened only after the leaves had fallen. 

1 Zech. ix. 9. 2 Luke xxiii. 2. 

3 11th Nisan, Sunday sunset to Monday sunset (1st and 2nd April). 

4 Sunrise on Monday morning, 5.49 a.m. 
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It was not yet tlie time of the tig harvest, 1 hut some of 
last year’s fruit might, no doubt, be found on the trees 
growing about. One tree, especially, attracted the notke 
of Jesus. It grew at the road-side, as common property, 
and, even thus early, when other fig-trees had scarcely 


begun 
leaves. 12 
boast; 


to show greenness, was conspicuous by its young 
When He came to it, however, they proved its only 
there was no fruit of the year before, as might. 


have been naturally expected. It was, indeed, the very type 
of a fair profession without performance; of the hypo¬ 
crisy which has only leaves, and no fruit. Such a realized 
parable could not be passed in silence by One who drew a 
moral from every incident of life and nature. “ Picture of 
boastful insincerity,” said He, loud enough for the disciples 
to hear—“ type of Israel and its lenders; pretentious, but 
bearing no fruit to God—let no fruit grow on thee hence¬ 
forward, for ever,” and passed on. They were to learn that 
profession, without performance, found no favour with their 
Master. 


Reaching the city, He once more went to the Temple, 8 ns 
His Father’s house. Two years before, He had purified its 
outer court from the sordid abuses which love of gain hnd 
dexterously cloaked under an affectation of piously serving 
the requirements of worship. Since then, they had been 
restored in all their hatefulness. The lowing of oxen, the 
bleating of sheep, the cries of the money-changers, and the 
noisy market chaffering of buyers and sellers of doves or 
other accessories to a ceremonial worship, filled the air with 
discordant sounds of the outside world, which had no right 
in these sacred precincts. The scene roused the same deep 
indignation in Jesus, as when He formerly rose in His grand 
protest against it. He had now, in His triumphal entry, 
formally proclaimed His Kingdom, and would, forthwith, 
vindicate its rights, by once more restoring the Temple to 
its becoming purity; for while it stood, it should be holy. 
The same fervent zeal again dismayed and paralyzed oppo¬ 
sition. Filled, as all minds were, with the awe of the popular 
enthusiasm in His behalf, His command sufficed to clear the 
Bpacious court of its motley crowd: the sellers of doves, at 
His order, bore off their cages ; the exchangers gathered up 


1 Matt. xxi. 18, 19. Murk xi. 12-14. 

3 Schenkel'ri Charakterbild, p. 191. 

1 Mutt. xxi. 12. 18- Mark xi. 16—19. Luke xix. 45-48. 
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their coin, and He made the one remove their benches and 
001111(01*8, and overturned the empty booths of the others. 
Nor would He suffer the desecration, of laden porters and 
others seeking to shorten their journeys by cmssing the 
Temple spaces, as if they were public streets._ They might 
carry them round by what way they chose, but must not 
make a thoroughfare of the sacred courts . 1 “ Jehovah has 
written,” said He, “ My house is the house of prayer for 
all nations, but ye, bringing in all the wiles and cheats of 
unworthy traffic, have made it a den of thieves.” 

We cannot suppose that Jesus, within a few hours of His 
death at the hands of the Temple authorities, and imme¬ 
diately after His lament over His rejection by them and 
the nation, intended, by this cleansing of the outer Temple 
spaces, to present Himself as a reformer of the Temple 
service. He meant, rather, to show, among other things, to 
the multitudes round Him, by an act which they could not 
mistake, that the Holy House was already desecrated by the 
sanctioned intrusion of the spirit of common gain, and made- 
no better than a huge bazaar, with all its abuses, doubly 
unworthy in such a place. He wished to teach them, by the 
sight of such insensibility to the ideal of a Temple of God, 
that the fall of the theocracy, with its scoffing high priests 
and worn-out ceremonial, was a fact already begun. The 
very texts He had quoted 2 were from lamentations over the 
religious decay of the nation, which, the prophets predicted, 
woald bring the stranger into the House of Jehovah, as 
more worthy than the Jew ; a decay which demanded, 
instead of mere outward service, a reform of the heart and 
life. But the great lesson, also, was not wanting, that the 
■worship of God must be pure and earnest, not merely formal, 
and that hypocrisy was abhorrent to Him. This truth sank 
that day into all hearts, and before a generation had passed, 
it had been repeated from the Euphrates to Rome. It was 
the knell of the Jewish economy at its centre, for a Temple 
thus publicly marked as given over to greed and gain, under 
pretence of zeal for religion, was doomed to perish, as all 
hypocrisies must, in the end. 

The significance of such an act to Himself, was known 
to none better than to Jesus. He knew that His hour had 

1 Jost, vol. i. p. 140. Jinl. HandwcrkerJebcii, p. 25. Schleiermachcr, 
vol. i. p. 437. Furrcr, p. 172. Schenkel, Charaktcrbild , p. 228. 

2 lea. lvi. 7. Jer. vii. 2 ft. 
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come, and that He would perish, a martyr to the spirit of 
a living, as opposed to the letter of a worn-out, faith. He 
knew that He had against Him the vast power of great 
vested interests, who passed off their selfish aims as zeal for 
Church and State, and thus won support from unthinking 
thousands. He knew, moreover, that the religious revolu¬ 
tion He had begun was spreading daily, and must be crushed 
by His opponents, by any measures that promised success, if 
their own authority were to stand. But, in the face of all 
this, He went forward with calm serenity towards death, ns 
the one purchase price of liberty and life for the souls of men. 

The day, which had begun with the symbolic cleansing of 
the Temple, was devoted, in its later hours, to His wonted 
work of teaching all who would listen, but none of the 
discourses have been preserved. The people, thronging the 
Court where he sat—for He taught in the Temple—were 
greatly impressed by His words; so new, so earnest, so 
searching and practical, compared with the vapidities of the 
Rabbis. It was vain for the Jewish authorities to attempt 
to arrest Him while He was thus in favour, for all the 
people rallied to hear Him, and no one knew how far they 
might be disposed, w*ith their fiery Eastern natures, to rise 
on His behalf, if He were seized. 

This day, therefore, passed as safely for Him as the last, 
and in the evening Bethany once more received Him. He 
had entered the city with loud jubilees, but the last mortal 
struggle, begun by His lofty bearing and independence, made 
it wise to retire unnoticed. Leaving, therefore, privately, 
by the flight of steps to the Kedron, He crossed Olivet with 
only His disciples. 

The sensation caused by the great act of the day must 
have been profound. 1 The religious instinct of the masses 
felt that it was worthy of a true prophet of God, but the 
Temple officials realized only the public censure it implied 
on their own estimate and discharge of their duties. For 
the moment they were paralyzed and helpless, rebuked beforo 
all, and boldly condemned by the strange intruder, in exactly 
the point on which they were most sensitive; for it was as 
watchful guardians of the Temple they claimed especially 
the respect of the nation. 

Next morning 2 found him once more on the way to the 

1 Matt. xxi. 20-32. Mark xi. 20-33. Lake xx 1-0; xxi. 37, 38. 

* 12th Nisaa, Monday Bnnaet to Tuerday snuEct (April 2-3). 
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Temple. “ Rabbi,” exclaimed Peter, in wonder, as they 
passed the tree 
before, “ 


on which Jesus had sought figs the day 


The 


fief-tree 

o 


which Thou cursedst is withered 


awa\ 


n 


It had, indeed, already shrivelled up. 


The question gave another opportunity for impressing on 
the Twelve a truth, which, above all others, He had sought 
to fix in their hearts daring His three years’ intercourse 


with them—that, as His Apostles, commissioned to establish 
and spread His Kingdom, they would be able, if they had 
an unwavering faith in God and in Him, to overcome all 


difficulties, however apparently insuperable. 

See,” replied He, “ that you learn from this tree to have 
firm trust in God. Believe me, if you have such faith, and 
let no doubt or hesitation enfeeble it, you will be able here¬ 
after to do not only such things as you have seen done to this 
tree, but—to use the expression you so often hear from the 
Rabbis, when they intend to speak of overcoming the greatest 
difficulties, or achieving the most unlikely ends—you will 
be able, as it were, to bid this mountain rise and cast itself 
into the sea. All depends, however, on your faith being 
simple and undoubting; for anything less dishonours God. 
He who has such child-like trust in Him, may confidently 
expect his prayers to be heard. When you pray, believe 
that prayer is, in very deed, answered, and your faith will 
be honoured by God granting what you seek; since as His 
children, and my disciples, you will ask only what is in 
accordance with His will. You must however, in your 
prayers, always be in that frame of loving tenderness to your 
fellow-men, which true faith in God, as His sons, never fails 
to create. Strife and division destroy your spiritual life, and 
weaken that faith by which, alone, you can do great things. 
As you stand at your prayers, as your manner is, you must 
have no anger, no revenge in your hearts, else you will not 
be heard. The spirit of frank forgiveness, which springs 
from true love to God, must, beforehand, have forgiven all 
who have injured you. For how can you hope that your 
Father in heaven will forgive your sins against Him, if you 
do not forgive offences against yourselves ? ” 1 

But the moments were precious, for His hours were num¬ 
bered. Always, from the first, intensely energetic, He was 
now, if possible, more so than ever, that He might utilize 


1 Ullmann, p. 133. Bibel Lex., vgl. ii. p. 423. Keim, vol. ii. pp. 607- 
C10. 
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every instant for His great purpose. With calm, undismayed 
resolution, each morning saw Him in the Temple, as soon us 
it was opened. He would show that He was no Jacobin, no 
revolutionist. Had He been so, how easily might He have 
taken advantage of the popular enthusiasm, at His entry to 
the city, or at His cleansing of the Temple courts. Instead 
of doing so, He would proclaim the true nature of His King¬ 
dom, by the one means He employed to establish it—the 
power of persuasion. He would devote His la6t hours, as He 
had all His public life, to teaching. By His words alone 
would He prevail, for they had the irresistible and deathless 
force of truth, and, as such, would found in every heart whose 
convictions they reached, a kingdom that must spread, and 
could never perish. 

Meanwhile, His enemies determined to destroy Him, 
though undecided what course to pursue to effect their pur¬ 
pose. Afraid of the popular feeling they might invoke in 
His favour, they watched for any opportunity to facilitate 
decisive action. Their bearing had acquitted Him of all 
further responsibility towards them. He had brought the 
truth home to them in their central stronghold ; had made 
it unmistakable what He demanded in the name of His 
Father, that they should begin the reform and salvation of 
the nation by reforming themselves, its leaders ; that they 
should be true shepherds, and not hirelings; sincere in their 
religion, and not actors. Such demands, in themselves, 
proved His Messiahship, for they bore on their front the 
evidence that they were from God, and if accepted, He also 
must be, who had thus been sent from God to proclaim them. 
The internal evidence of His acts and words thus established 
His highest claims; for truth and goodness are their own 
witness in the universal conscience. But the hierarchy had 
shown themselves incapable of reform. Like the barren fig- 
tree, they bore only leaves, and must be left to the righteous 
indignation of God. 

He had not been long instructing the people, who flocked 
to see and hear Him, 1 before some of the Temple authorities 
came to Him, determined to bring -Him to account for His 
act of the day before, which had been an intrusion on their 
duties as Temple-inspectors ; and for His assuming to teach 
as a Rabbi, without any licence from the schools, 2 w'hich 
was contrary to established rule. They seem to have been u 

1 Luke xxi. 38. 3 Matt. xxi. 33 ff. Mark xi. 37 ff. Luke xx. 1 If. 
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deputation sent officially, and consisted of some of the higher 
priests—■heads of the different courses—some Rabbis, and 
some of the “ elders ” the ancient senators or representatives 
of the people, 'who, as a body, had existed through all political 
changes, from the days of Moses. 1 Interrupting Jesus as Ho 
taught, they now abruptly asked Him by what authority He 
acted as He had done, and was doing. 

They, doubtless, hoped that He would claim Divine 
authority, and that they, thus, might have ground for a 
charge asrainst Him. But He was not to be snared. He 
showed Himself the dreaded, prompt, keen disputant, ready 
to turn defence into attack. Careful to avoid giving any 
handle for misrepresentation, instead of answering their 
question, He evaded it by asking one in His turn. “ Before 
I answer you,” said He, “let me ask you—Did John the 
Baptist, in his great work, act by direction of God, as one 
sent by Him, or was he unauthorized? ” To be themselves 
interrogated in turn; to be forced to give a reply, in¬ 
stead of listening to one, was sufficiently embarrassing, but 
the question itself was still more so. It involved much. 
Jesus evidently associated Himself with John as He had 
never before done. He implied that the man who had been 
the terror of Pharisees and priests, and their victim—the 
man of the people, who bad roused such an unprecedented 
excitement—was His Forerunner and Herald. He spoke of 
John’s baptism as a commission from God, and evidently 
claimed that His own entry to Jerusalem, His preaching of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, His cleansing the Temple, and His 
claim to be the Messiah, were no less by Divine authority. 

He, Himself, might say all this if He pleased, but that 
they should have to say it, was to force them to become His 
advocates and apologists. Yet, what could they do, for was 
it not clear to all men not blind to the truth, that John was 
no mere adventurer, but a noble servant of God ? To own 
that he was so, however, would bring down on themselves 
the crushing question, “ Why then did ye not believe what 
he said respecting yourselves, and what he said of me ? for 
his witness, alone, is enough to prove that I come from God.” 
On the other hand, to denounce him as an impostor was 
dangerous, for his memory was cherished by the people at 
large, as that of a national hero, the last of the mighty line 
of prophets. To avoid so disastrous a dilemma, thereforo, 

1 Michaelis, Mosaisches Recht ., vol. i. p. 263. 
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they were driven to the feeble evasion—that they could not 
tell whether John’s mission w’as from God or not. 

“ If so,” replied Jesus, “ then clearly he did not need your 
authority, since you never thought it worth while to sanc¬ 
tion, or even decide, respecting him, and you can have no 
claim to authorize me, or to withhold authority from me. I, 
myself decline therefore to tell by what authority I act; 
if it w’as indifferent in the case of John, it is equally so in 
mine.” 

He had silenced His opponents, but would not let them 
leave without once more trying to open their eyes to their 
false position. 1 

“ Let me tell yon a parable,” He continued. “ A cer¬ 
tain man had two sons. He came to the first and said, ‘ Son, 
go work to-day in the vineyard.’ But he answered, ‘ I will 
not; ’ yet, afterw’ards, he repented and went. And he came 
to the second son, who, on receiving the same command, at 
once answered, ‘ Yes, sir.’ But he did not go. Let me 
ask you, which of the two, do you think, did the will of his 
father ? ” 

The perfect composure and the consummate art with which 
He addressed them, were equally perplexing; for high dig¬ 
nitaries of the Jewish religious world must have been little 
accustomed to be putin such a position before the multitude. 
But an answer could not be refused, and the question was 
framed in such a way, that they could give none but the 
one which Jesus required for His complete justification, and 
their own condemnation. Hardly seeing what it implied, 
they readily answered, “ The first.” 

His hands. “ You say rightly,” replied He, “for when John 
came calling you, in the name of God—you priests, scribes, 
and elders—to repentance and righteousness, you honoured 
him by ready professions and smooth compliance, promising 
all good works of a pious and holy life, and yet you held 
aloof after all, and showed, by your neglect to obey him, that 
you disbelieved his message. You arc the second son, who 
said, Yes, but did not go into the vineyard. 

“ On the other hand, the publicans and harlots, whom you 
despise, the common people at large, whom you reckon 
cursed of God ; who had roughly and wickedly refused to do 
right, and had even gone to the utmost in sin, repented at 
the summons of John, believing his words, and sought earn* 


They were now in 


‘ Matt, xxi. 28-32. 
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estly to enter into the Kingdom of God. They, therefore, 
condemn you, 0 ye leaders of the people; for, by your own 
showing, they have done the will of their Father in Heaven, 
but you have not. 

“ It has, indeed, been always the same. As in John’s day, 
ve would not hear him, but persecuted him to the death, so 
have both you and your fathers done in all generations. 
Yon, indeed, are guiltier than they all, for you seek to do 
even worse. Hear another parable.” 

He had spoken of the call of God by the mouth of John, 
and by implication affirmed that His own experience, as the 
successor of the Baptist in his great work, had been the 
same. He now glanced at the history of the Theocracy, and 
at the sins of its leaders, from its earliest days. He re¬ 
counted the long roll of the servants of God whom they had 
slandered, wronged, and slain, from the first to the last, and 
greatest of them all—Himself. In doing so, He now first 
openly called Himself the Son of God, and left them to feel 
that He stood as such in their presence, awaiting at their 
hands the fate of other messengers of His Father. His 
death was to brim the cup of their iniquity. 

“ A certain man,” said He, adopting a parable of Isaiah, 
“ planted a vineyard, and set a hedge about it, and hewed 
out a cistern in the hill-side, in which to press the wine, 
and built a tower for the watchers, to guard the vineyard, 
and agreed with husbandmen to work it on his behalf, and 
went into a far country for a long time. And when the 
fruit season drew near, he sent his servants to the husband¬ 
men, that they might receive for him his fruits. 1 But they 
took them, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned a 
third. He then sent other servants, more numerous than 
the first; but the husbandmen treated them as badly, for 
they beat one, cast stones at another and wounded him in 
the head, and sent him away not only empty-handed but 
shamefully treated. Some of the rest they beat, others they 
killed, and they refused to pay the fruits they owed. 

“ Having yet, therefore, a son—his only and well-beloved, 
—he determined to send him to them, thinking that, though 
they had treated his servants so badly, they would be sure 
to show his son respect. But instead of this, when they saw 
the son, they said among themselves, ‘ This is the son, come, 

1 Isa. v. Iff; iii. 14; ix. 10. Matt. xxi. 33-46. Mark xii. 1-12. 
Luke xx. 9-19. 
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let us kill him, and the vineyard, which he should have 
inherited, will be onrs.’ So they took him, and cast him out 
of the vineyard, and slew him. 

“ Let me ask you now, what will the lord of the vineyard 

do to these husbandmen ? ” 


The dignitaries thus addressed could not, in the presence 
of the crowd listening to all that had passed, refuse the only 
possible answer. “ He will come and miserably destroy these 
wretched men,” said their spokesman, “ and give the vine¬ 
yard to others, who will render him his fruits in their 
seasons.” The meaning of the parable had already flashed 
on the minds of some of them, and the answer was followed 
by a deep “ God forbid! ” from several voices. 

Looking full and steadily at them, Jesus now kept them 
from retiring by a further question. 

“ Did you never read in the Scriptures,” said He, “ this 
text, * The stone which the builders rejected is made the 
chief corner-stone—the main foundation; Jehovah hath done 
this ; marvellous is it in our eyes ? ' ” 1 

The meaning was clear. The corner-stone of the Kingdom 
of God, of which those in His presence claimed to be the 
chief men, was, in their own mode of speech, only a figura¬ 
tive name for the Messiah, on whom its existence and com¬ 
pletion depended, as a building depends on its foundation 
and support. The Psalm quoted had, it is believed, been 
sung by Israel, on the first Feast of Tabernacles after the 
return from Captivity. 2 Its historical reference was primarily 
to the Jewish nation—rejected by the heathen, yet chosen 
again by God as the foundation of His earthly kingdom. 
In a higher spiritual sense, however, the Rabbis themselves 
understood it of the Messiah, and thus there could be no 


doubt in the mind of any Jew that, when now applied 
by Christ to Himself, it was a direct claim of Messianic 
dignity. 

“You know this verse, do yon not?” continued Jesus: 
“Well, then, because the stone which you have rejected has 
been chosen bv God as the foundation-stone of His New 

W _ 

Spiritual Kingdom, every one who shall fall on it—that is, 
every one who, by rejecting me, the Messiah, shall have 
drawn down on himself, destruction—will perish ; but he on 
whom it will fall—he, I mean, on whom I, the Messiah, will 


1 Fk. cxviii. 22. * F.teald. in loc. 

* SclioHg n, <]t oted iu Mryrr. Matt. xxi. 22. 
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lot loose my avenging judgments, for his rejection of me—- 
will be crushed to pieces, small as the dust or chaff that is 
scattered to the winds. d 

“ Therefore, I say to you, the Kingdom of God shall be 
taken from Israel, and from you, its present' heads, and be 
given to a nation who will render to God the fruits He has a 


rurht to claim from it.” 

4 ™ 


The guilty consciences of the chief priests and Pharisees 
addressed, felt, instinctively, that in these parables He had 
pointed to them. The vineyard of God, separated from the 
wilderness of heathenism was, clearly, Israel. The Jews 
had been favoured by having the “ noble vine ” of Divine 
institutions among them. The tower which protected them 
was t-lie Temple of God; the husbandmen, were the suc¬ 
cessors of Moses,—the Priests, Rabbis, and Pharisees, the 
representatives of God, to whom of old, when He returned 
to heaven from Mount Sinai, He had left His vineyard 
with the charge to tend it, and to render Him duly its fruits. 
The servants sent were, clearly, the prophets, from their first 
appearance, in the distant past, to John the Baptist. They 
had been despised, beaten, martyred. Only one could follow 
them—the last and highest representative of God, who should 
have commanded respect even from murderers—His only and 
well-beloved Son, the Messiah, who had come, not as the 
nation fancied, to bring them political glory and earthly 
prosperity, but to receive and bear to His Father the fruits 
which, kept back for hundreds of years, could no longer re¬ 
main withheld. But Jesus, the Messiah, had long foreseen 


His fate. He had had it before His eyes every hour since 
His public entry into Jerusalem. He, the rightful heir of the 
vineyard, had been received by the husbandmen with jealous 


eyes and deadly purposes. The revolt He had come to end 


had grown worse. No longer contented with refusing to 
render the fruits, the holders of the vineyard now claimed it 
as their own, and were taking it into their own hands; casting 
out God, in casting out Him whom He had sent. The fierce 


anger of God could not long delay. The rebels, smitten by 
H is wrath, must perish. The vineyard must pass into other 
hands. But “ the others ” could only be the heathen, whom 
Israel despised. Loyal to the Son, whom Israel had rejected 
and slain, His disciples and followers, gathered from other 
nations, would be entrusted with the inheritance. Changing 
the figure, these would willingly accept, as the foundation and 
chief corner-stone of the New Kingdom of God, Him whom 
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the first builders—of whom those now before Him were the 
representatives—had rejected. Was there any doubt that 
God would transfer that, kingdom to those thus loyal to His 
Son ? He, who now stood before them, and who at any 
moment might be cast out of the Temple with ignominy, 
and slain, must be the foundation of the New Theocracy 
which was to supplant the Old ! 1 

The first open attempt at violence followed this parable. 
The hierarchical party felt that they were meant, and that 
Jesus had dared to call Himself the chief corner-stone of the 
future Kingdom of God, which was to rise in the place of 
that with w'hich all their dignities and interests wci*e bound 
up. With wild Eastern frenzy, they sought to arrest Him 
on the spot. But as looks and w r ords, passing among them, 
betrayed their intention to the crowds around, these would 
not permit Him to be taken, counting Him, if not the Messiah, 
at least a prophet. Some, bolder than the rest, possibly laid 
hands on Him, but they were forced by the surging multi¬ 
tude to release Him. They had to leave the place, and suffer 
Jesus to escape for the moment. But they had power, and 
organization, and the people would not always be round 

Him! 

Left in peace, the unwearying Divine Man once more 
calmly betook Himself to His task of teaching all who would 
hear. 

The die had finally been cast, and the open breach be¬ 
tween Him and the Church authorities had been proclaimed 
by Himself in His last parables. Full of lofty indignation 
at the hypocrisy and wilful blindness of His adversaries, no 
less than of compassion for the multitude, He could not 
repress the crowding thoughts which the last hours raised in 
His soul, and, as usual, they found expression in additional 
parables. 

“ The Kingdom of Heaven,” He began, 44 is like a king 
who made a marriage-feast for His son, 9 and sent forth his 
servants, as the custom is, to tell those who had already been 
invited that the time had now arrived. But, though thus once 
and again summoned, they would not come. Yet, the king, 
unwilling, in his goodness, that they should not enjoy the 
feast; in spite of this, sent other servants, once more, to 
invite them again. 4 Come/ ran his message, 4 for I have 
prepared the first meal of the feast; my oxen and failings 


1 Keim, vol. iii. p. 117. 
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have been killed, aud all things are ready: come to the 
marriage.’ But they made light of this fresh invitation as 
well, and ■went off, one to his farm, another to his merchan¬ 
dise, while still others took his servants, and ill-treated, and 
even killed them. Then the king was angry, and sent his 
soldiers, and destroyed those murderers, and burned their 
city. Meanwhile, he said to his servants, ‘ The marriage 
feast is ready, but those who have been called were not 
worthy. Go, therefore, to the highways, where the roads 
cross and there are most passers-by, and invite to the feast 
as many as ye find.’ 

“ So the servants went forth from the palace of the king, 
to the roads and cross-ways, and gathered together all, both 
evil and good, who were willing to accept their invitations, 
and the feast-chamber was filled with guests. 

“ The king had made all preparations for these being 
nobly arrayed in festal robes, so as to be worthy to appear 
before him. 1 

“ But, now, when he came in to welcome them, he saw 
among them a man who had not put on a marriage robe. 
4 Friend,’ said he to him, ‘ how is it that you have come 
in hither without a marriage garment ? You must needs 
have known that I provided robes, fit for my presence, for 
all my guests, and that, to refuse or slight what is thus 
offered is to show me the worst affront. You know that 
to do so is to raise the severest indignation in a king thus 
offended.’ 2 

“ But the man was speechless, for he could not excuse 
himself. 

Then said the king to his attendants, ‘ Bind him hand 
and foot, and cast him out into the thick darkness outside.’ 

“ Ye know,” added Jesus, “ how dark our streets are in the 
night; no windows opening on them, and no lights illumin¬ 
ing them. That darkness is but a type of the awful night 
into which he will be cast out, who appears at the marriage 
feast of the Messiah’s kingdom without the marriage-robe 
provided by my Father. In that darkness there will, 
indeed, be weeping and gnashing of teeth, for though mul¬ 
titudes are invited to the feast of the heavenly kingdom, 
many neglect to secure the marriage-robe, without which 
no one can see the king ! ” 

1 Nork, p. 89. Rabbinical Parable from Koheleth Rabba, 9. 8. 

3 Roseuumller, Sell- lia. Matt. xxii. 11. 
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The parable "was an enforcement of those just addressed 
to the priests and Rabbis, but with various additional les¬ 
sons. The haughty sons of Jerusalem heal’d, once more, that 
when the kingdom of the Messiah should be set np in its 
glory, God would call the heathen to a share in it, while the 
people of Israel, with their religious leaders—because, ns a 
nation, they had rejected His repeated invitations—would no 
longer be the one people of God. Still more, they would be 
visited with the avenging wrath of God, in the destruction 
of Jerusalem, even before the final triumphant establish¬ 
ment of the New Divine Kingdom. Yet, among the heathen 
invited to enter it, as among the Jews, God, at the day of 
judgment, when the kingdom was finnliy set up for eternity, 
would separate and judge those who had been wanting in 
loyalty to Him, and had come into His presence without the 
preparation demanded. Such would be cast into the outer 
darkness of Gehenna. 

Thus, in the very presence of imminent death, there was 
the same tranquillity and repose as on the five hills of 
Galilee, or in the safe retreat of Cccsarca Philippi; the same 
stupendous claims as Head of the New Kingdom of God, and 
Kins'over the souls of men, for time and eternitv. Within 
a few horn’s of crucifixion, and conscious of the fact; in the 
intervals of mortal contest with the whole forces of the past 
and present, the wandering Galiliean Teacher,—meek and 
lowly in spirit, so that the poorest and the youngest instinc¬ 
tively sought Him; full of Divine pity, so that the most 
sunken and hopeless penitent felt He was their friend; 
indifferent to the supports of influence, wealth, or numbers; 
alone and poor; the very embodiment of weakness, as 
regarded all visible help,—still bore Himself with a serene 
dignity more than human. In the name of God He trans¬ 
fers the spiritual glory of Israel to His own followers; 
throws down the barriers of caste and nationality; extends 
the new dominion of which He is Head, to all races, and 
through all ages, here and hereafter; predicts the Divine 
wrath on His enemies in this world, as the enemies of God, 
and announces the decision of the final judgment as turning 
on the attitude of men towards Himself and His messuge. 
The grandeur of soul which could so utterly ignore the out¬ 
ward and apparent, and dwell on the essential and eternal ; 
the conscious majesty in the midst of humiliation and dan¬ 
ger ; the absolute trust that, if the present belonged to His 
adversaries, the everlasting future, in earth and heaven, was 
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all His own, could spring in such a heart, only because it 
felt that it was not alone, but that, unseen by man, a greater 
than man was ever with Him. Only when we realize Him 
as enjoying unclouded and absolute communion with eternal 
truth and love—Man, but also the Incarnate Divine—can 
we hope to solve the mystery. 



CHAPTER LVL 

JERUSALEM. 


TT was still Tuesday, and Jesus had not yet left the Tern- 
pie courts. 1 The deputation from the Temple authorities 
had come to Him in the early morning, only to retire mortified 
and silenced, but the interests of all parties were threatened 
by One who demanded changes so fundamental. All alike, 
therefore, however hostile at other times, made common 
cause in trying to get the hated Reformer into their power. 
It was the same spirit as, in after ages, when far less fiercely 
roused, burned Arnold of Brescia and John .Huss, and 
strangled and burnt Savonarola, and slew the thousands of 
victims of the Inquisition: the non possuniw of a corrupt 
ecclesiastical corporation, which would murder in the name 
of God, because that could be called orthodoxy ; but would 
not reform, because to do so would touch their emoluments 
and their dignity. 

Plot, therefore, thickened on plot. Having themselves 
failed, the authorities sent some of the Pharisees in company 
with Herodians, otherwise their deadly enemies, to try to 
entangle Him by the answers He might give to treacher¬ 
ous questions. Obscure men were chosen, men unknown to 
Jesus. They were to pretend themselves anxious, as sincere 
Jews, scmpulous in all duties, to get His counsel on a point 
much disputed. The snare was no longer laid in the sphere 
of Rabbinical law, but in the more dangerous one of political 
obligation, that an ambiguous answer might compromise 
Him before the Roman procurator. If they succeeded, it 
would at once transfer the odium of His arrest from them¬ 
selves, ensure His not being rescued, and make it possible 
to get Him put to death, for the power of death was in 
Pilate's hands alone* 

The Pharisees and Herodians, though from different prin- 

» Matt. xxii. 15-22. Mark xii. 19-17. Luke xx. 20-26. 12th Nisan, 
Monday at sunset to Tuesday at sunset (2-9 April). 
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ciples, were equally disloyal in heart to the Roman Emperor. 
The extreme section of the former had developed into the 
sanguinary Zealots—the extreme left, or irreconcilables, of 
Jewish politics; the Herodians were Jewish royalists, who 
sighed for the old days of Archelaus and- the Edomite 
dynasty. 1 With dexterous craft, the ultra-orthodoxy of the 
Pharisaic party allied itself with the discontented royalist 
faction, to tempt Jesus, if possible, to some bold expression 
of opinion on the hated question of the payment of the 
Roman poll tax, which had already excited fierce insur¬ 
rections. If He held that payment should be refused. He 
would compromise Himself with the Romans; if He sanc¬ 
tioned it, He would embitter Himself both with the Herodians 
and the ultra-national party. Danger lay on each hand. 
On the one, the fierce eyes of the multitude; on the other, 
the bailiffs of Herod; here, the cry, “ Publicans, sinners; ” 
there, a Roman dungeon. To disarm 

“ Smooth dissimulation, taught to grace 
A devil’s purpose with an angel’s face.” 

“ Teacher,” said they, with soft accents and humble looks, 
“ we know—indeed, we are fully convinced—that Thou 
teachest what God requires of man as his duty in all matters, 
truly and rightly, and troublest not Thyself about the 
opinions of men, but fearlessly and nobly speakest what 
truth demands, without thinking of consequences, and with¬ 
out caring who hears Thee, whether he be rich or poor, 
learned or simple, powerful or lowly. Is it lawful for us 
Jews to pay tribute to Caesar, or not P We are the people of 
God ; God is our King ; is it in accordance with the allegiance 
we owe to Him, as such, to recognise any other king, as we 
must do if we pay taxes to Caesar ? ” It was on such reason¬ 
ing that Judas the Gaulonite had based his fierce revolt 
against payment of the tax demanded after the census of 
Quirinius, 2 and his name and opinions were venerated by 
the closely packed multitude around. Every Galilaean among 
them expected a stem avowal of the illegality of the demand. 
For Judas had taught the youth of the country, that to pay 
taxes to a heathen state was not allowable, and defiled the 
land, and thousands had lived as fugitives in the caves of the 
north, or had died, for this cause. 


suspicions, they used 


1 Ant., xiv. 15. 10. 


3 Ant., xviii. 1. 1. 
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The mode of approach adopted was well fitted to throw 
Jesus off His guard. Recognition, even by Pharisees, as the 
brave, frank, fearless Man of God, and appeal to Him in a 
matter which might cost the questioner his life, were alike 
ensnaring. Frankness demanded frankness. The courage 
of the question called for as much in the reply. Jesus knew, 
besides, that such ideas were always fermenting in the mind 
of the Pharisee youth, and that the Herodians, instead of 
being friends of Rome, anxiously desired a change. Why, 
therefore, should He distrust the new allies ? The Roman 
supremacy was undoubtedly, at bottom, a usurpation. Tho 
strict Jew recognised no ruler but Jehovah, and since Jesus 
had devoted His life to founding a “ Kingdom of Heaven,’' 
it seemed only natural that He should hold His followers 
free from obligations to the kingdoms of the world. They 
could not comprehend the spirituality of His conceptions, 
for if they had not cherished a secret hope, that, in spite of 
appearances, He-really meditated an attack on tho Roman 
government, they would hardly have asked such a question. 
Could they only bring Him to reveal these secret thoughts, 
H is death at the hands of the Romans, as a crafty conspira¬ 
tor, was certain, and the hierarchical party would get their 
revenge against the daring and determined transgressor of 
Rabbinical law, without the odium of exacting it. 

But Christ’s answer scattered their subtle plans to the 
wind. 


“You hypocrites!—you actors!” replied He; “I see 
through your designs, and value your deceitful flatteries at 
their worth. Why do you thus seek to entrap Me, under 
pretence of religious scruples which you wish me to solve 
for you? Bring me the coin you pay as tho Roman tax.” 
A Roman denarins was presently brought him—a coin which 
the Jew hated intensely, for it was that in which the poll- 
tax was paid, and was, thus, the sign of slavery to the 
heathen. Besides, it bore the idolatrous image of tho Roman 
Emperor Tiberius, and the legend of his authority. Till 
Vespasian’s reign, the Emperors, to spare Jewish feeling, 
had a special coinage for Judea, without a likeness on it, 
hut only the name of the Emperor and the traditional Jewish 
emblems. Other coins, however, stamped with the image of 
Augustus or Tiberias, naturally found their way to Jeru¬ 
salem, especially at the feasts. Such a piece was now handed 
to Jesus, with the hope, doubtless, that the double abomina¬ 
tion—the idolatrous image on one side, and the legend of 
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Jewish subjection on the other—might provoke Him to some 
treasonable expression. 

“ Whose image and superscription is this ? ” asked He. 



C 


cesar's. 



“ Render then to Ccesar the things that are Caesar’s, and 
to God the things that are God’s.” 

Nothing: conld be said after such an answer. The head of 

fj 

the Emperor on the coin, and the legend around it, were 
overt proofs of the existing state of things, and of the de 
facto right of the imperial government to levy taxes. Hence 
followed, not only the lawfulness, but the duty, of paying 
what was thus due to the Roman exchequer, including the 
tax in question, since the very coin in which it was payable 
showed, on its face that it was the lawful claim of the 
ruling power. “ But,” added He, “ your theocratic duty is 
in no way compromised by such political obligations. Pay 
also what is demanded by God as your spiritual King*, as 
a legal claim of His government—the Temple tax and all 
that He demands from you besides, as His spiritual subjects.” 
The treacherous question was answered with a clearness, 
precision, and wisdom, which defined for all ages the relations 
of Christianity to the civil power. Its adherents were not 
to oppose existing authority, but to unite their duty to it, 
with their duty to God. The political and religious spheres 
were declared not opposite but co-existing and harmonious, 
though- distinct. 

To realize the immense significance of this - utterance, 
delivered as it was, on the moment, without an instant’s 
hesitation, we must remember that it introduced an entirely 
new conception of the relation of Church and State. Till 
then, over the world, they had been identical. The Ccesar 
was chief priest as well as emperor, and the colleges of priests 
and augurs were political institutions. 1 In Judea, the two 
spheres, henceforth to be separated, had, hitherto, been con¬ 
fused and intermixed; the civil power was the instrument 
of the priest; its institutions were religious, and the priest¬ 
hood had striven after kingly power and rank. Hence¬ 
forward, the new Society was to stand apart from political 
interests and authorities. The State was no longer indis¬ 
pensable to its perfect completeness and efficiency. The 
sphere of religion was that of the conscience, which is, by 
its nature, free. The State cannot leave the payment of its 


1 Mommsen’s Gesch., vol. ii. p. 424 ; vol. iii. p. 478. 
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impositions to goodwill; it mnst enforce them, if they be 
refused; but force is utterly opposed to the idea of the 
Kingdom of God. In it, voluntary service alone lias value. 
What is yielded to force, without inner truth and love, is, 
before God, as if not given at all ; what is given in hypo¬ 
critical self-interest, is an abomination to Him. 1 

No wonder such an answer filled the messengers of the 
hierarchical party with astonishment. It was not only not 
treasonable, but indirectly pressed on the nation the con¬ 
scientious discharge of its duties to Rome. But they could 
not grasp its whole significance, for they had no concep¬ 
tion of a religious community which had not the right and 
power to inflict civil penalties. The Old Testament economy 
was, itself, the State. Obedience to its requirements wns 
enforced by the national courts, and an attempt to change 
or transgress them was severely punished. Jesns, Himself, 
indeed, was about to atone with His life for His ofFences 
against the established and traditional religious usages and 
opinions of the ruling caste. The idea of freedom of con¬ 
science and faith, which was the very starting-point of His 
teaching, was a stumbling-block and a gronnd of bitterness 
to His age. The conception of a religion in which there 


was no responsibility except to God, was beyond it. 

All the influential Jewish parties had now united against 
Him, as a dangerous innovator, an enemy of the Rabbinical 


“ hedge” of human prescriptions and refinements, which wns 
the essence of the religion of the day. If tolerated longer 
He might win over the people to favour His demnnd for 
fundamental reform. The Pharisees and Herodians had 


hardly left Him when some aristocratic Saddncees renewed 
the attack. The clergy of all classes, from highest to 
lowest, were against Him. His support was among the 
people. His appearance in the Temple, His assumption of 
authority over it, and His lofty claim to be the Messiah, 
filled the official world with alarm, and united them to crush 
Him. But the Saddncees had none of the earnestness of the 
Pharisees. They were the prototypes of the scoffing and 
infidel priests whom Luther found, almost fifteen hundred 
years after, in Rome ; who, while apparently consecrating the 
Holy Sacrament, were parodying the words of the Office. 8 
The Pharisees had early taken offence at Jesus, for they 
were zealots for the Rabbinism He attacked; but the 


1 Sehmkel, p. 


* Michelet’s Luther , p. 16. 
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Sadducees —few, rich, dignified ; the primate and bishops of 
the day—affected at first only to despise the Gralileean, who, 
like so many before Him, had stirred up commotion for the 
time among His rude compatriots. Even now, in Jerusalem, 
they were disposed to look at Him and His adherents with 
a lofty contempt, and to laugh the foolish rabble who listened 
to Him out of their fanatical dreams. His claims, were, in 
their opinion, more silly than dangerous, and they would, 
therefore, bring the whole matter into contempt, by making 
it ridiculous. 

For this end they had carefully selected, from the cases 
invented by Rabbinical casuistry, that of a wife who was 
supposed, in accordance with the Mosaic law, to have married 
in succession seven brothers , 1 each of whom died without 
children. Though an imaginary, it was a possible case, for 
the Law enacted, that, if a husband died without leaving 
a son to perpetuate his name, his brother must marry the 
widow, and the first-born son of this second marriage was 
to be entered in the public register as the son of the dead 
man . 2 


Not themselves believing in the doctrine of the resurrection, 
and supposing that Jesus, who, they had heard, taught it, held 
the same notions as they ascribed to the Pharisees, they 
fancied they could cover Him and it with ridicule, by a skil¬ 
ful use of this case. Some of the Rabbis, indeed, had purer 
conceptions than others, teaching that in the kingdom of the 
Messiah, after the resurrection, or at least in the future world, 
the just would neither eat, drink, nor marry . 3 But they 
were exceptions; for the popular belief, as expressed by the 
Rabbis generally, was gross and unworthy in the extreme. 
The resurrection would not only restore men to their former 
bodies, but to their bodily appetites and passions; they 
would not only eat, drink, and take wives, but would rise 
in the clothes they wore in life, if buried with them, and 


even with all their bodily blemishes and defects 


“ that men 


know them to be the same persons as 
life .” 4 Even the case supposed by the Sadducees had been 
set! led in principle,—“ for the woman who had married two 


they knew in 



1 Matt. xxii. 23-38. Mark xii. 18-27. Luke xx. 27—40. 

2 Deut. xxv. 5. Ewald’s Alterth., p. 239. He Wette’s Archaologie , 
p. 157. 

* Berachoth, f. 17. 1. Jalhnt Simeovi, i. 34. 4. Jalkut Rnbcni , 134. 1, 

4 Eisenmenarr, vol. ii. pp. 949, 935, 93G. 
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husbands in this world,” says the Book Sohar, “in the world 
to come will be given to the first.” 

Fancying there was no sanction in the Pentateuch either 
for the immortality of the soul or the resurrection, tlio 
Sadducees sneered at both doctrines. “ They deny the re¬ 
surrection after death,” says the Talmud, “ and maintain that 
it is as vain to hope that a cloud which has vanished will 
appear again, as that the grave will give back its dead.” 1 

Coming to Jesus, with a well-bred politeness, they put their 
question softly, addressing Him respectfully, in imitation of 
the Pharisees and Herodians, as Rabbi, for which they used 
the current Greek equivalent. 

“ Your ideas respecting these things are wrong,” replied 
Jesus, “from yonr not understanding correctly the Scriptures 
which refer to them. The children of this world marry, and 
are given in marriage because they are mortal, and marriage 
is necessary to perpetuate the race. But those who shall 
be counted worthy to enter the Heavenly Kingdom of the 
Messiah, and will be raised from the dead to do so, neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, neither can they die any 
more, for they will be immortal, like angels; and hence there 
is no reason for their -marrying and raising children to take 
their place, as with men in this world. As sons of the 
resurrection, they are sons of God, and, like the angels, will 
live for ever. 

“ As to the resurrection of the dead, you have referred to 
Moses. But let me also refer to him. Even he shows, in 
the passage in which we are told of the vision at the burning 
bush, that the dead are raised. For he calls Jehovah, the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Now, God cannot be the 
God of persons who do not exist, and, therefore, the patriarchs, 
though their bodies were dead, must themselves have been 
still living—living, I mean, in the separate state, and awaiting 
the resurrection. Thus, God regards all the dead as stil) 
living, and, if this be the case, how easy for Him to raise 
them hereafter! ” 

“ Rabbi, Thou hast spoken well,” said some scribes, as He 
closed. They were, for the moment, won to His side, by His 
triumph over their bitter Sadducee enemies, Meanwhile, the 
people were more than ever astonished at His teaching, and 
disposed to think Him a prophet. 

1 Quoted in Nork, p. 88 The Art. Avferttchung in Bibel Ltx., give* 
an admirable history of the doctrine in Jewish Theology. 
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It soon spread abroad that the Sadducees had been silenced; 
but the Pharisees had already prepared a new attempt to 
entrap Him . 1 One of them, who had listened to the dispute 
—a scribe, or master of the Law—had been selected to be 
tlieir spokesman, but, as it proved, was only'half-hearted in 
His task. The Rabbis taught that there were great and small 
commands in the laws—the one hard and weighty, the other 
easy and of less moment. Their idea of greatness, however, 
was independent of the religious importance of a particular 
precept, and was determined only by their own arbitrary 
enactments. Thus, commands were especially called great, 
to the transgression of which excommunication was attached ; 

o * 

such as observance of the Sabbath in their sense, of cir¬ 
cumcision, of the minutest rites of sacrifice and offering, of 
ceremonial purity, and the like. The precepts respecting 
the structure of the booths at the Feast of Tabernacles, and 
of the washing the hands, were, on the contrary, counted 
small. But, in spite of this nominal difference, obedience to 
all was alike imperative, and in practice, both classes were 
treated as alike weighty. To honour one’s parents and to let 
a mother-bird fly when the young are taken, not to kill, and 
to wash the hands, were put on a level, and had an equal 
reward.- Even the injunctions of the Rabbis respecting the 
zizith or tassels of their scarves, were “ great.” “ The 
words of the Rabbis,” says the Talmud, “ are to be prized 
above those of the Law, for the words of the Law are both 
weighty and light, but those of the Rabbis are all weighty .” 3 
Any answer of Jesus on a subject so delicate, might perhaps 
once more commit Him, as an enemy of the traditions, and 
expose Him to new charges. 

It may be, there was, besides, a lurking desire to elicit 
some utterance respecting His claims to a more than human 
authority. Stones had been lifted more than once, to put 
Him to death as a blasphemer, who made Himself equal with 
God. How would He express Himself in the face of the first 
command of the Decalogue ? 

His reply, as always, goes to the root of the matter, 
simplifying the whole sweep of “ the Ten Words ” into brief 
and easily remembered principles. He avoided the least 
approach to anything that could offend the most zealous 

1 Matt. xxii. 34-40. Mark xii. 28-34. 2 Keim, vol. iii. p. 150. 

3 Hurwitz. in his Sagcn der Hebraer , lias a laboured attempt to explain 
th is (xxix.), hut it is a failure. 
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supporter of the Old Testament, and, at the same time, 
gave no handle for accusation of any slight of the Rabbin* 
ical precepts. 

“ Teacher,” said the legalist, “ which is the great and first 
commandment in the Law F ” 

No one could take Jesus by surprise at any time, but in 
this sphere He was, if we may so speak, especially at home, 
as he had shown a few days before, in His conversation with 
tbe young ruler, near Jericho. Conscious of the supremo 
peril of His position, He answered with more fulness than 
usual, leaving no ground for misapprehension, but giving as 
little for offence. To the young ruler He had named only 
one command—the love of our neighbour—as great, but to 
the scribe He gave two, as forming, together, “ the great and 
first commandment.” Neither was abridged, or subordinated 
to the other, and in the two He formed the principle from 
which obedience of all the rest would follow. With sure 
hand, He turned first to the Fifth Book of Moses, then to the 
Third, for the two great guiding stars which all the host of 
lesser commands followed . 1 “Hear, O Israel,” said He 
“ Jehovah, our God, is one Jehovah ” 2 —words in which every 
Israelite, night and morning, confessed his faith in Jehovah 
“ And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength. This is the great and first commandment. A 
second is like it. Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
There is none other command greater than these. On these 
two hang the whole Law and the prophets.” 

He had once more shown His greatness as a teacher, by 
summing up our whole duty in the fundamental conceptions 
of religion and morality; in the love to God, which is also 
love to His children, our fellow-men. Nor were the various 
commands of any part of the Scriptures overlooked; the 
religious and moral precepts of the prophets, no less than 
the Law, were honoured and made binding for ever. 

“ Thou hast spoken well and truly,” broke in the scribe, 
“ for God is One, and there is no other but He, and to love 
Him with all the heart, and with all the understanding,* 
and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love 
one's neighbour as one’s self, is of greater consequence than 
all the whole-burnt-offerings of the Law, the morning and 
evening sacrifice, and all other sacrifices besides. 


tt 


1 Kdim, vol. iii. p. 151. 


3 Dent. vi. 4, 5. Lev. xix. 13. 
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“ Thou art not far from the kingdom of God,” replied 
Jesus, as He heard words which showed that the speaker 
was no mere man of his party, but was accessible to higher 
impulses. The Galilaean had proved very different from 
what he had been led to anticipate. His answers had not 
only silenced His enemies, but had half won some of them 
to His side. Henceforth, all alike kept aloof from One 
who sent away chief priests and Rabbis equally humbled 
and silenced. 


As on the day before, the defeat of all the attacks on Him 
was followed by His taking the offensive, but only in a mild, 
instructive conflict with prejudice and misapprehension. He 
had openly assumed the Messiahship, though in a sense en¬ 
tirely in contrast with the popular conception. That He 
fulfilled none of the conditions expected in the Messiah, alike 
by the authorities and the people, had given the former the 
pretext for spreading it abroad that He was an impostor ; a 
cry caught up, in the end only too widely by the Jerusalem 
populace. He would now show the Pharisees, if they chose 
to listen, that their preconceptions were wrong, when tested 
by Scripture, and thus expose the worthlessness of the argu¬ 
ments on which they had based their light denial of His 
Messiahship. 

Turning unexpectedly to a knot of Pharisees, who hung 
near, to watch as He was teaching, He asked them 1 — 

“ What is your opinion about the Messiah ; I mean, as to 

His lineage and extraction—whose sou is He? ” 

€ > • 


“ The Son of David,” answered they, at once. 

“ How is it, then,” replied Jesus, “ that David, in the 
hundred and tenth Psalm, which you Rabbis justly refer to 
the Messiah , 2 says, by inspiration of God, ‘ The Lord said 
unto my Lord, the Messiah, Sit thou on my right baud, till 


I make thine enemies thy footstool. 


Thy mighty sceptre 


will the Eternal stretch forth out of Zion; rule thou in the 


midst of thy foes.’ If He be David’s Lord, how can He be 
his Son ? ” 


Not knowing what to say they were silent. The true 
answer was one which had not entered their thoughts. It 
would have been—He is David’s Son by His human descent, 
but, as the Son of God, proceeding from the Father, He is 
exalted far above David and all mankind, and therefore was 


1 Matt. xxii. 41^6. Mark xii. 35-37. Luke xx. 41-44. 

2 See extracts in Nork , p. lviii. 
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rightly nailed, by David, his Lord. But this twofold relation 
of the Messiah to their gTcat king, and, w T ith it, the true 
estimate of the dignity and office of the Messiah, were not 
in their theology. The exposition of Jesus might displease 
the Rabbis, but it was heal'd with eager ears by the multi¬ 
tude around. 

A new scene now opened. Day after day, the hostility 
of His enemies had shown itself more fierce, as they found 
it increasingly hopeless to overcome Him by legitimate 
weapons or argument. The people, however, were more 
friendly, and regarded Him as, at least, a prophet, if not 
the Messiah. He had hitherto maintained only a defensive 
attitude, but the clear purpose shown to put Him out of the 
way, made all further reserve or caution useless. With the 
calmness of a profound conviction, and the clearest statement 
of His grounds, He proceeded to open a vigorous attack, 
that the contrast between Himself and His opponents might 
be beyond question. Every one must be enabled to judge 
intelligently on which side he would take his place. A 
speedy decision of the struggle was, henceforth, to be desired. 

Jesus now, therefore, broke out, before the multitude, in a 
last terrible denunciation of the moral and religious short¬ 
comings of His enemies. These He summed up under the 
two great heads of hypocrisy and selfishness; they mado 
a pretence and a gain of religion. Yet their doctrines and 
decisions were substantially right; it was their practice He 
condemned. 

“ The scribes and Pharisees,” said He, “ have taken pos¬ 
session of the seat of Moses, to continue his offico as law¬ 
giver, by explaining and teaching the Law . 1 They are his 
official successors; therefore, obey their decisions. But do 
not imitate their lives, for they teach what they do not 
practise. They heap together their rules and demands into 
heavy burdens, and lay them on men’s shoulders, but they 
will not help those whom they thus load, by so much as tho 
touch of a little finger. They shirk many rites and forms 
which they demand from others as sacred duties. Their 
requirements are a weight on the conscience, which deadens 
and destroys it. To exalt their order, they make slaves of 
the people, paralyzing, by their countless laws, all time virtue, 
freedom, and love. They act only with an eye to effect; to 
bo thought more religious than others, and reap .considera- 


1 Mark xii. 38, 39. Luke xx. 43. 46. Matt, xxiii. 1-12. 
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tion and protit from tliis reputation. They come out to pray 
in their most pious robes, especially now, at the feast, and 
wear phylacteries of extra size on their forehead and arm that 
tlisy may be noticed, while the very tassels 1 2 hung, in honour 
of the Law, at the corners of their abbas, are larger than 
those of others. To get honour, they strive for the highest 
places at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, and 
court salutations in the crowded market-place, and the 
sounding title, Rabbi. Have nothing to do with such proud 
names, for I, only, am your Rabbi or teacher, and all ye are 
brethren. They like to be called ‘Father,’ but call no 
teacher on earth your father, for one only is your Father; 
God, in Heaven. And do not, like them, be called Leaders, 
for you have only one Leader, me, the Messiah. The highest 
place among my disciples is quite otherwise obtained than 
among them, for he who seeks to be great among you can 
become so, as I have said before, only by being the servant 
of the rest. This lowliness is itself his greatness. For he 
who exalts himself shall be humbled at my coming, and he 
who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

Rising, as He proceeded, He now broke out into a lofty 
utterance of indignation at such principles and conduct. 

“ Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, actors ! Ye plunder 
the houses of desolate widow's, left without protectors, and, 
to hide your doings, make long prayers while at such work ! - 
For you say in your hypocrisy, ‘ Long prayers make a long 
life,’ and some of you boast that you pray nine hours a day ! 3 
Believe me, you will receive for all this the greater damna¬ 
tion hereafter. 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, actors! Ye sfand 
in the gateway of the Kingdom of Heaven—that Kingdom 
I have come to set up—and not only do not yourselves enter, 
but even close the doors I have opened, that you may keep 
those from entering who wish to do so. 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, actors! Instead of 
helping men into the Kingdom of the Messiah, ye compass 
sea and land to make one proselyte , 4 that your party may 
profit by him, and, when he is gained, what do you make of 
him ? A son of hell, by your example, and that twofold 
more than even yourselves. 

1 Herzog, EncykL, vol. iv. p. 682. 

2 Matt, xxiii. 13-39. Mark xii. 40. Luke xx. 47. 

8 Hot. Heb., vol. ii. p. 296. 4 Ant. t xx. 2. L 
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“ Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If any one swear 
by the Temple, it is not binding; but if he 6wear by the 
gold which belongs to the Temple—the gilding, the golden 
vessels, or the treasure—he is bound by his oath.’ Fools 
and blind! for which is the greater, the gold, or the Temple 
that sanctifies the gold? You say, in the same spirit, 4 If 
any one swear by the altar, his oath is not binding on him ; 
but if he swear by the gift that he has laid on the altar, ho 
must keep his oath.’ Fools and blind! for which is tl:o 
greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifies the gift ? He 
who swears by the altar, swears by it and by all the things 
on it, and he who swears by the Temple, swears by it and 
by Him that dwells in it. And he who swears by heaven, 
swears by the throne of God and by Him who sits on it. 

“ Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, actors ! for ye affect 
to be so strict in observing the Law that you pay a tenth to 
the Temple of even the sprigs of mint and anise and cummin 
in your garden borders, and yet at the same time you neglect 
the great commands of the Law,—to do justly, to love mercy, 

with your God. You 
attend to the lighter demands of the Law, but surely not to 
leave the far greater neglected. Blind guides, who st rain out 
the gnat from the wine and swallow the camel! Sticklers 
for worthless trifles, regardless of matters of moment. 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, actors ! Ye make 
clean the outside of the cup and the dish, but, within, they 
are full of robbery and incontinence. Blind Pharisee, clean 
first the inside of the cup and dish, that the wine taste no 
more of plunder and lust, and that the outside may not only 
seem clean by your washing it, but be clean, by the taking 
away of that defilement which your life gives it, in spite of 
your cleansings. 

“ Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, actors ! You are like 
the whitewashed tombs all over the land—fair outside, but 
full withiu of the deadliest uncleanness, the bones of men, 
and all corruption. You pass yourselves off as religious, but 
in your hearts you are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.” 

• Over against the eastern hall in which Jesus now stood, 
and from which He looked down into the Valley of the 
Kedron, lay, on the slope of the Mount of Olives, the tombs of 
the Prophets, the southernmost of which is yet known as the 
Tomb of Zechariah. In sight of these monuments, ranging 
His eyes from grave to grave, He burst out afresh— 

“Woo to you, scribes and Pharisees, actors! Ye build 


ought certainly to 


and to walk humbly 
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fine tombs over the old prophets, and beautify those of the 
saints, and say, ‘ If we had lived in the days of our fathers, 
we would not have taken part with them in their martyrdom 
of these holy men.’ But when you call them ‘ your fathers,’ 
you bear "witness that you are their sons, and you are, not 
only in natural descent, but in your spirit. You are of kin in 
heart to the murderers of the prophets ! Fill up, therefore, the 
measure of iniquity your fathers before you filled in their day, 
—by slaying me and those I shall send to you ! Serpents! 
brood of vipers, for vipers your fathers were, and vipers are 
ye, how can ye escape the judgment of hell! That ye may 
not do so, behold, I send to you prophet-like Apostles, and 
Rabbis, and scribes. Some of them ye shall kill and crucify ; 
some ye shall scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from 
city to city—that on you, the leaders of the people, may come 
the punishment of all the innocent righteous blood shed 
on the earth; from the blood of righteous Abel to that of 
Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, who was stoned by command 
of King Joash, 1 in the court of the Temple, between the shrine 
and the altar. Believe me, all these things will come in this 
generation.” Zechariah, of old, had denounced the sin of 
Israel, as Jesus had that of the priests and Rabbis. “ Why 
transgress ye,” he had asked, “ the commandments of the 
Lord ? Ye cannot prosper! Because ye have forsaken 
Jehovah, He hath forsaken you.” 3 

“ 0 Jerusalem ! Jerusalem ! ” He continued, “ that killest 
the prophets, and stonest those sent in love to thee; how often 
have I desired to gather thy children, as a hen gathers her 
chickens under her wing, and ye refused to accept me as the 
Messiah, and thus come under my loving protection. Behold, 
your house is left to you ! I go from it. The time of the 

city, which I was 

sent to offer, is past. 

“ I tell you ye shall not see me henceforth, after my death, 
which is near at hand, till I appear again in my glory. 
Then, you shall be only too eagerly willing to hail me as the 
Messiah, though now ye refuse even to let others thus honour 
me. Then, when too late, you will cry, as the crowds did as 
I entered your city, ‘ Blessed is He that cometh in the name 
of the Lord.’ ” 

Thus, the breach between the Future and the Past was 
finally made complete. The whole hierarchy, from the high 


Divine help and guard over you and your 


1 Jnt., is. 8. 3. 


2 2 Chron. xxiv. 20. 
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priest its primate, to the Levite its curate, and the Rabbi its 
university professor or tutor, had been denounced before the 
people, in language which they must resent if they were to 
retain any authority at all. Either Jesus, or the Church as 
it was, with all its innumerable personal interests, must 
perish. It had come to this, indeed, before this last tremen¬ 
dous indictment of the system, and the certainty that nothing 
could avert His being sacrificed to the fanaticism and vested 
interests arrayed against Him, had alone caused such a pro¬ 
test. He had no reasons for further reserve. It was evident 
that He must die at their hands, and the irreconcilable oppo¬ 
sition between the system for the sake of which He was to be 
martyred, and His own character and work, must, once more, 
for the last time, be brought out in full contrast, that every 
one might choose for which he would decide. 

o » 

The infinite moral grandeur and purity of Jesus, His ab¬ 
solute truth, His all-embracing love, His lowly humility. His 
sublime consecration to the will of His Father, His intense 
moral earnestness, His spirit of joyful self-sacrifice for the 
moral and spiritual good of mankind, shine out nowhere more 
tiunscendently, than when contrasted, in this parting lament, 
with the wretched sophistries and reverence for the infinitely 
little, which marked the Rabbinism He opposed. The spirit 
of the market or the booth, in religion, found no sanction at 
His hands ; He would have no huckstering for heaven by a 
life of petty formalities; He abhorred all cant and insincerity, 
and all trading with religion ; all striving after mere out¬ 
ward success, for ulterior and unworthy ends. He would 
have no divorce of religion from morality ; it was with Him 
a living principle in the heart, not a rubric of external acts ; 
its outward expression was a holy life, but the holiness with¬ 
out was only the blossoming of a similar holiness within. In 
Rabbinism, on the contrary, there was formal piety, with no 
moral earnestness; an absorbing zeal for artificial duties, 
with which the conscience had nothing to do ; and an elaborate 
multiplication of rules and rites, for the express aim of obtain¬ 
ing the absolute spiritual dependence of all on the teaching 
caste. The whole system had been originated and developed 
to its fulness, to be a “ hedge ” round the Law, and thus 
secure fidelity to the politico-religious constitution of the 
nation, and its minutest details were strenuously enforced to 
secure this end. Unquestioning acceptance of tradition, and 
the deepening and extending of the ghostly influence of the 
authorities, were the two great points kept in view. There 
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were true Israelites, like Nathanael, or Zechariah, or Simeon, 
or Joseph, in spite of a system thus lifeless and corrupting; 
but it was vain to hope for anything but evil in the com¬ 
munity at large, under its reign. Insincerity and immorality 
in the teachers of a religion can only multiply and perpetuate 
themselves in their disciples. 

The theology and hierarchy of Judaism had become, in fact, 
what Jesus openly declared them—whitewashed sepulchres, 
pure to the eye, but with death and corruption within. They 
had proved that they were so, by rejecting Him, because 
He demanded moral and religious reform. Wedded to the 
false and immoral, they rather killed Him than let Him lead 
them back to God. 

Over such a state of things He could only raise His sad 
lamentation ! Judaism had chosen its own way, and left ifma 

to His. 


64 



CHAPTER LVII. 

THE INTERVAL. 

A FTER His terrible parting denunciation of the religious 

leaders of the nation, Jesus passed into the spacious 
Court of the Women, fifteen steps below that of the men. 
It was a wide space of a hundred and thirty-five cubits in 
length and breadth, and was open to the people at large. 
Popular assemblies, indeed, were at times held in it, and it 
was the scene of the torch-dance at the Feast of Tabernacles. 
It was especially frequented, however, by both sexes, because 
the building in which the pious presented their offerings 
formed part of one of its sides. 

After the multiplied excitements of the past hours, Jesus 
had sat down to rest over against the treasury, where the 
continuous stream of persons casting in their money neces¬ 
sarily attracted His notice. As each came, He could judge 
by his appearance how much he threw in. The poor could 
only give paltry copper coins, but the rich cast in gold and 
silver; some, doubtless, from an honest zeal for the glory of 
God; others, because alms, in the sordid theology of the 
day, had their commercial value in the future world. 

Am ong the rest, came a poor wddow, with her two lepta— 
one-twelfth of our penny, each 1 *—the smallest of copper 
coins. She could not have cast in less, for one lepton was 
not received as an offering. The sight touched the heart of 
Jesus. “Believe me, 1 ' said He, to those around, “ this poor 
woman has cast in more than any one, for they have only 
given of their superfluity, but she, in her need—for she has 
less than enough—has thrown in all she had for her day’s 

1 * * II 

lving. 

Among the multitude of festival pilgrims, then in Jeru¬ 
salem, were many foreign proselytes. That they should 


1 Mark xii. 41-44. Luke xxi. 1-4. 
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have come np, though heathen by birth, showed an earnest 
sincerity, for it exposed them to ridicule, and even worse, 
from their own countrymen. Many of them, doubtless, like 
the oenturion at Capernaum, or like the Ethiopian eunuch, 
were men won over to faith in Jehovah, and to a loyal 
respect for the great doctrines of the Old Testament; 
proselytes of the gate, in distinction from the proselytes 
of righteousness, who, by circumcision, had, in all religious 
and social respects, become Jews. The spread of a Jewish 
population in all-countries, and the immunities they enjoyed, 
had resulted in the conversion of great numbers of Gentiles, 
who were willing to pledge themselves to what were called 
the seven commands of Noah—the avoidance of murder, 
bloodshed, or robbery; obedience to the Jewish courts in 
matters of religion; the rejection of idolatry, and the 
worship of Jehovah; and to eat no freshly killed and still 
bleeding flesh. They were received as “ the strangers within 
the gate ” of Israel, and could attend the synagogues, but 
could not pass beyond the Court of the Heathen, in the 
Temple. 1 

Of this class, some Greeks, then at Jerusalem for the 
feast, which they were in the habit of attending, had heard 
much of Jesus; perhaps had seen Him and listened to His 
discourses, and w r ere anxious to know Him personally, from 
their interest in what they had heard. Too modest to 
come direct, they applied to Philip, the only Apostle bearing 
a Greek name, though Andrew is of Greek origin. To 
him Philip forthwith mentioned the circumstance, and the 
two communicated it to Jesus. It filled His heart with 
much-needed joy, to welcome men who must have seemed 
to Him an earnest of His future triumphs among the great 
heathen nations. As Bengel says, “ it was the prelude of 
the transition of the kingdom of God from the Jew to the 
Gentile.” 

He went out, therefore, to the Coui*t of the Heathen, 
where they were standing, and cheerfully gave them the 
audience they desired. The incident brought to His mind, 
with fresh vividness and force, the nearness of His death, 
through which His salvation was to be brought to the 
heathen world at large, 2 and His emotion broke forth in 
words, full of sublimity. 

m 

1 Prosehjtcn, in Herzog, Winer, and Bib el Lex. 

2 John x. 15, 16 ; xii. 20-36. 
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41 The hour has come,” said He, lifting His face, ns we 
may believe, to heaven, as He spoke, “ the hour appointed 
in the counsels of my Father, from eternity, when the Son 
of man shall enter into His glory by death. 1 For it must Iks 
that I die, that my work may beur its due fruits—as the 
grain must fall into the ground and perish, that it may 
bring forth the harvest. Verily, verily, I 6ay to you, it 
must be 60 . My life remains limited and bound up in 
myself, as the life is in the seed, till I die. It cannot, till 
then, pass beyond me to others, and multiply. Hut when I 
die, I shall be like the corn, which, in its death, imparts its 
life to what springs from it. 

“ As it is needful for me thus to die, to make my work 
triumph, so also is it for you, my followers, in your own 
case. He w T ho so loves his life as not to be 'willing to yield 
it for my kingdom, will lose eternal life hereafter ; but he 
who, in this world, cheerfully gives up even his life for me, 
as if he hated it in comparison with loyalty to me, will gain 
life everlasting. If any man wish really to serve me, let 
him imitate me in my joyful readiness even to die; and ho 
will receive, as his reward, that where I go, to the right 
hand of my Father in heaven, there, also, w’ill he follow^, and 
dwell with me ; for if any one thus truly and 6elf-sacrifieingly 
serve me, my Father will honour him by giving him the 
glory of the life hereafter.” 

The awful vision of the immediate future, meanw'hile, for 
a moment, raised a shrinking of human weakness. It w r as 
the foreshadowing of Gethsemane. 


“ Now is my soul troubled,” cried He, with a voice of 
inflnite sadness. 3 In his agony of soul, He faltered for u 
moment at the thought of all through which He had so soon 
to pass, as if He were even now enduring it. “ What 
shall I say?” He added, as if communing w’ith Himself; 
“ Shall I pray—Father, save me from the hour of darkness; 
take this cup from me ? No, let it not be ; all the past has 
been only a progress towards it, that by it I might glorify 
Thy name! ” The momentary human shrinking from the 
Cross had passed aw'ay as soon as it had risen. The cloud 
that dimmed the clear Heaven of His spirit had disappeared. 
His trouble of soul gave place, on the instant, to the vic¬ 
torious consciousness of the great future to flow from His 
accomplishment of the purpose of God for the salvation of 


1 John. xvii. 5 ; vi. 62. 1 Pet. i. 11. 


a John xii. 27 ff. 
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the world. Then, as if He were repeating aloud His inward 
thoughts, He burst forth into the words—“ Father, glorify 
Thy name, as Thou hast purposed, through my death for 
man. I come to do Thy will, 0 God; I give myself up to 

Thee ! ” _ 

Forthwith came a wondrous attestation, sealing the Divine 
authority of our Saviour’s mission with the stamp of august 
and transcendent glory. Suddenly there sounded a voice 
from the cloudless April sky, with a volume that filled the 
heavens, so that some, overpowered by its grandeur, could 
not think of it as an utterance of articulate words, but fan¬ 
cied that it thundered—“ I have glorified My name, already, 
in having sent Thee, and in all thy sinless and gracious life, 
till now ; and I shall glorify it again, by Thine entrance on 
Thy heavenly glory through the gates of death ! ” 

“ It thunders,” muttered some, whose souls were least 
quick to realize what had happened. “ No,” said others, 
with truer religious sensibility, “ It was an angel speaking 
to Him. He is a prophet, at least; if not the Messiah Him¬ 
self, and God speaks thus to Him by a heavenly messenger.” 
But the disciples around, and Jesus Himself, knew whence 
it came, and what "were the precise words from the Excellent 
Glory. 

“You may not understand,” said Jesus to the disciples 
and the crowd, “ vrhence this voice comes, and why it is 
sent. It is the voice of my Father in heaven, and comes, 
not for my sake, but for yours, to take away your unbelief, 
and to strengthen your faith. The time presses for your 
decision regarding me. Even now, the judgment of my 
Father is being given forth, against those who have rejected 
me as the Messiah. Through the victory of my kingdom,— 
which my death will secure, and the spread of my name 
over the earth proclaim,—the impotence of my enemies will 
be shown, and their guilt before God be made clear. He, 
especially, whom even yon call the ruler of this world, and 
the great enemy of the kingdom of God—the prince of evil— 
will feel the greatness of my triumph, for his kingdom must 
yield to mine. 1 My death, as the atonement between God 
and man, will deliver from his power, and place under my 
protection, as the glorified Shepherd of the sheep, all who 
believe in my name. Nor 'will that triumph cease as time 
rolls on; age after age, till the last day, in ever wider 


1 Eiscnmenger, vol. i. p. 647. 
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eweep, it will snbdne all things under me, and drive the 

kingdom of darkness from the world. 

™ • 

“ So it shall be ; for I, if 1 be lifted up from the earth by 
the death of the cross, as I know I shall be, and thus pass 
away from the world and return to my Father, shall draw 
all men to me; for the power of my cross will be universally 
felt, and the Holy Spirit, whom I shall send from the Father, 
will turn men’s hearts to love and serve me. The prince of 
this world has, in me, his conqueror; for I must reign till all 
things are put under my feet, and the world be won back to 

God.” 

The people round, accustomed to speak freely with tho 
Rabbis on the subject of their addresses, had listened to Him 
respectfully, but were at a loss to reconcile His words with 
their preconceived ideas of the Messiah. 1 In the synagogue, 
they had heard passages read from the Scriptures, describing 
Him as a priest for ever, and His dominion as one which 
should never pass away or be destroyed, but stand for ever 
and ever, 2 and had come to expect, in consequence, an ever¬ 
lasting reign of the Messiah upon earth. They were at a 
loss, therefore, to reconcile Christ’s use of the name, Son of 
man, which they applied to the Messiah, with the statement 
that instead of dwelling on earth for ever, as a king over all 
nations, He should suffer the shameful death of crucifixion. 
The cross was already the stumbling-block to them it after¬ 
wards became so widely to their nation. 

“ We have heard out of the Law,” said they, “ that the 
Christ is to live for ever, on earth. What dost Thou mean, 
then, by saying that the Son of man— a name by which 
we understand the Christ—must be crucified ? Who is this 
Son of man to whom Thou referrest ? What dost Thou 
mean by using this name, when Thou speakest so contrary to 
Scripture ? ” 

His time was too short to give a formal explanation. Nor 
would it have been of any effect in minds so prejudiced, for 
the fullest statements of after days made no impression. 
He chose rather to urge on them, once more, the one course 
in which lay their eternal safety. Standing at tho very closo 
of His public ministrations, He threw into these last words of 
warning the whole intensity and earnestness of His soul. 

“ If you wish to comprehend what I have said about my 
being lifted up, 3 let me tell you how all your questions and 

1 John xii. 34. * Pa. cx. 4. Dan. vii. 14; ii. 44. 5 John xii. 35-43 
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difficulties about it may be resolved. I shall be with you 
only a very little longer; make right use of that time to 
helieve in me, the Light of the World, as the traveller makes 
use of the last moments of day, to reach safety, before dark¬ 
ness overtake him. With me, the light of truth, which now 
lights you, will be gone, and you know that he who walks 
in darkness knows not which way to go. While ye have 
me, the Light of Men, believe in the light, that ye may 
receive illumination from it.” 

It was still early in the afternoon, and He might have 
stayed in the Temple till it shut at sunset, then a few minutes 
after six in the evening. But these were almost the last 
w'ords He was to speak as a public teacher. His mission to 
His nation was ended. There remained only a brief interval 
of communion with the loved ones round Him, and then 
would come the consummation of Calvary. His work was 
over, except its final and greatest act. Casting a last 
sad look of quenchless pity on all, He turned away to 
Bethany, to seek seclusion, till the time came for His self- 
sacrifice. 

It must have been a solemn and well-nigh overpowering 
moment, thus to bid farewell, for ever, to the Temple of His 
nation, the centre of the old kingdom of God; for the 
retrospect of His public life, and the vision of the future, 
must have risen, like a dream, before Him. So far as 
apparent results went, He had had little success, for though 
even His bitterest enemies were forced to own His super¬ 
natural power, and the greatness and number of the instances 
in which it had been shown—though His grand self-restraint, 
which always exerted that power for others, but never for 
any personal end, either of ambition, defence, or retaliation, 
was recognised so fully that they ventured to treat Him, 
not only with disrespect, but even with open violence, secure 
in His infinite patience and humility—their prejudices had 
utterly blinded them, and they steadfastly refused, as a class, 
to accept, in His person, a Messiah so contrary to their gross 
and ambitious expectations. There were, indeed, even among 
the chief rulers and priests, many who believed in Him, but 
it was only a secret conviction which they had not the 
courage to oWn. 

The threat of excommunication had been too terrible to 
brave, and they preferred to cling to their social and civil 
interests, at the cost of repressing their better thoughts. 

Once more, only, was the pleading voice raised. A num- 
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ber of those near apparently followed Him as He retired, 
and He could not tear Himself from them, without a final 
outburst of yearning desire for their salvation. Turning 
round, and raising His voice till the sound rang far and wide, 
He cried— 

“ Think not that the faith I demand in myself in any 
way lessens or takes from the faith that is due to Clod. 1 To 
believe in me, and to believe in God, are the same tiling. 
He who has that faith in me, which the proofs I have given 
of my being sent from God demand, believes not so much 
in me as in Him who sent me. And thus, also, he who 
looks on me as that which I have shown myself to be, looks 
not so much on me as on Him who sent me—on the Godhead 
of my Father revealed in me. In me ye have a Light. I 
came into the world to enlighten men, that every one who 
yields himself to my guidance, may be as when ono walks 
after a light, and may no longer remain in the darkness 
of ignorance, superstition, and sin. 

“ Yet if any one who hears my words, refuses to believe 
in me—let him not think that I shall inflict judgment 
on him for his refusal. The end of my coming is not to 
judge the world, but, rather, to save it from eternal ruin. 
He who rejects me, my words, and my deeds, has in his 
own breast a judge that will condemn him hereafter. The 
truth I have spoken, in the name of God, which lie has 
refused to receive, will condemn him in his own conscience at 
the last day, and will condemn him also from the lips of the 
Great Judge. For the words I have spoken have been no 
mere utterances of my own ; I have taught only that which I 
was commissioned by my Father to speak, and I know that 
my teaching, if obeyed and followed, secures everlasting life 
to men. All that I say is only what my father has told me 
to speak in His name. Therefore, let no man think that I 
speak anything but that which my Father has given me to 
proclaim. I am He whom God hath sent, and my words aro 
the words of God.” 

Nothing in these last discourses of Jesus had seemed moio 
strange and inexplicable to the Apostles, than Hirf prediction 
of the early destruction of Jerusalem,- and of the Temple 
itself. As thov now passed with Him through the forecourts, 
to the outer gate, and down the eastern steps, to the Kcdron 

1 John xii. 44-50. 

* Matt. xxiv. 1-14. Mark xiii. 1-13. Luke xxi. 6-19. 
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Valley, overpowered by the vast magnificence, which seemed 
grand enough even for the times of the Messiah, they could 
not refrain from speaking to Him respecting His strange 
and mysterious words. 

“ Master,” said they, “ see what a wondrotis structure this 
is. What stones! what buildings! what splendour ! what 
wealth ! How the whole Temple rises, terrace above terrace, 
from the great white "walls, to the Holy Place, shining with 
gold ! and it is not finished even yet! ” 

The Temple, says Josephus, was built of white stones of 
great size—the length of each about thirty-seven and a half 
feet, some even forty-five feet, the thickness twelve feet, 
and the breadth eighteen. 1 

But Jesus looked at all this strength, wealth, and magni¬ 
ficence, with very different eyes. To Him the Jewish 
theocracy had outlived its day, and had sunk into moral 
decrepitude and approaching death, which the mere outward 
splendour of its Temple could not hide. Israel, in rejecting 
Him,—the Voice of God, calling it to rise to new spiritual 
life,—had shown itself ripe for Divine judgment. His won 
death, already determined by the ecclesiastical authorities, 
and now close at hand, would seal the fate of the nation and 
its religion. It would be the proclamation of the passing* 
away of the Kingdom of God on earth, from Judaism now 
dead in forms and rites, to the heathen nations willing to 
receive its spirit and liberty. 

He knew that the Theocracy would cling to their dream 
of national independence, and the erection of a mighty 
political empire of the Messiah, and that this involved a 
struggle between them and Rome, in which their petty 
weakness must inevitably be crushed. Strange fate! the 
moment when they fancied they had secured themselves 
even from reform by the resolution to put Jesus to death, 
was that in which He whose violent end was to ensure per¬ 
manence and prosperity, predicted their utter destruction ! 2 

“Yes,” said Jesus, in utter sadness, “ I see all: they are 
very great buildings; but I tell you solemnly, the day will 
come when there will not be one stone of them all left on 
another, not thrown down.” 3 

He said nothing more, but went out of the city by the 

1 Job., Bell., v. 6. 6. Ant., xv. 11. 3. Assuming the cubit to be only 
18 indies. See also Furrcr's Wandentvfini, p. 34. 

* Schcnlul, p. 25.3. 3 Malt. xxiv. 2. 
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blossoming Kedron Valley, with its gardens and stately 
mansions, a picture of peace and prosperity, to the Mount 
of Olives. Sitting down on a knoll, to enjoy the magnificent 
view, so full of unutterable thoughts to the Rejected One, 
the Apostles had Moriah once more before them in its whole 
glory, crowned by the marble Temple, like a mountain with 
snow. 

In the group around, Peter and James, and John and 
Andrew, sat nearest their Master, and as they looked at all 
the splendour before them—splendour so great that it was 
often said that he who had not seen it had missed one of the 
wonders of the world—their thoughts still ran on the words 
in which He had doomed it to destruction. 1 They had heard 
Him say that the nation would not see Him again, till they 
showed themselves ready to receive Him as the Messiah, 
and that, in the meantime, the City and Temple should bo 
utterly destroyed. Their only idea of the Messiah, even yet, 
however, was that of a deliverer of their race, who, besides 
any spiritual benefits He might confer, would raise Israel to 

could not imagine that the 
Holy City and its Templo w’ould perish before the end of the 
world, and He must surely come sooner than that, to free 
the land from subjection, and inaugurate its glory. The de¬ 
struction of the city, therefore, could not, they fancied, be 
before the destruction of all things. They would fain know 
what sign, after this catastrophe, would precede His glorious 
coming and the final consummation, if it were to he so, that 
they might recognise His advent when it took place. Their 
ideas, in truth, were in a hopeless confusion. 

“ Tell ns, Master,” said one of the four favoured ones, 
“ when shall these things, of which Thou hast spoken, take 
place ? And what sign will there be of Thy coming, and of 
the end of the world ? ” 

It was impossible to explain this, to minds so filled with 
preconceived ideas. Much must happen—His death, resur¬ 
rection, and departure from the earth before tliey conld 
acquire just conceptions of His kingdom. Till then, nothing 
could remove their prejudices. He, therefore, confined 
Himself, as usual, to the practical, that He might rouse them 
to watchfulness over themselves, and destroy the illusion that 
the holiness of Jerusalem would preserve it, and that the 
Messiah must appear first, to deliver the nation from the 
hand of the Romans. 

1 Matt- xxiv. 8. 


world-wide supremacy. They 
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He fitly began by warning them against false Messiahs. 
li Take heed,” said He, “ that no impostor deceive you, by 
persuading you that He is the Messiah, come, as you expect, 
to free the nation and subdue the world, and to spread the 
Jewish religion over the earth. Many deceivers will rise, 
calling themselves the Messiah, sent from God to restore 
Israel, and savins; that the time of its deliverance has come. 

' O _ 

They will mislead many. Take care that you go not out 
after them. 


“ But to turn to your question: before the Temple is 
destroyed, you will hear the terrors of wars near at hand, 
and the distant tumult of others, and you may think that 
they will bring the end. But be not alarmed. They are 
divinely appointed, and this may serve to calm your minds ; 
but the destruction of the city and Temple will not take 


place so soon. Nor must you think that these wars will 
herald national deliverance; instead of proclaiming an in¬ 
terference of God for the restoration of Israel, they mark the 
beginning of His judgments. For nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be 


famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, and fearful sights 
in the heavens, here and there, over the earth. Yet do not 


think, from these, that God is about to appear for the Jews, 
and to send them an earthly Messiah. No ; all these are 


only the first pangs of the coming sorrow. Your Rabbis have 
told you that such things are signs of the speedy advent of 
the Messiah, b but be not deceived. 


“ Instead of peace, these things will bring evil. Once 
more, be on your guard. I shall soon go away, and would 
again warn you of the dangers which shall precede the 
last catastrophe. I have often announced what perils and 
heavy trials await you, in founding and spreading my 
Kingdom, so different in its spiritual and moral unworldli¬ 
ness, from all others. Before the end comes, men will proceed 
to violence against you, for my name’s sake. Your country¬ 
men wdll lay hands on you, accuse you, and bring you before 
the local authorities ; yon will be scourged in the synagogues 
and thrown into dungeons, and even dragged before kings 
and Roman governors, that you may witness for me, my 
Person, and my work, before them. 

“ But let me comfort you, in prospect of such trials. 
Never forget that I will not forsake you when you thus suffer 
for my sake, and will, myself, by the Holy Spirit whom I 
will send to your aid, give you words and wisdom for your 
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defence, when yon are before tribunals. Be not therefore 
anxious, when such persecutions rise, for in the hour of your 
trial it will not be you who speak, but the Holy Ghost. 

“Yet, let me not conceal from you that they will deliver 
you up to every form of suffering:, and even kill you, nnd 
that you will be hated not only by your own nation, be¬ 
cause you proclaim me as the Messiah, but by all the heathen 
nations as well. In this world you can look only for tribula¬ 
tion . 


“ But a greater trial awaits you than mere persecution 
from without, The strife of creeds will enter even the sacred 
circle of the family; the father will give evidence before the 
Courts against his own child, the brother against the brother, 
the child against the parent, the friend against the friend. 
The fury of heathen and .Jewish fanaticism will feel no pity, 
the nearest blood will rage against its own, and will deliver 
them up to the executioner. An d even in your own number, 
many will renounce their faith, under the pressure of perse¬ 
cution and trial, and will even betray and deliver up their 
fellow-Christians to the magistrate, and hate those from 
whom they have thus apostatized. My name will indeed 
become a symbol of hatred and scorn against every one who 
confesses it. Still worse, many false Christian teachers will 
rise in your own midst, and will mislead numbers. And all 
this spiritual corruption will sap the brotherly love and 
religious zeal of many of my followers, for true Christian 
life cannot thrive where there is moral decay. 

“ But He who neither renounces my name, nor lets him¬ 
self be led astray by false teachers, but remains true and 
loyal to me till the evil days are over, will receive everlasting 
honour at my final coming. Such good and faithful servants 
need have no fear of losing their reward, for nothing can 
befall them, to hurt or lessen, in the least, their share in the 


salvation my eternal Kingdom will bring. As regards that, 
they are perfectly safe. Not a hair of their head, if I may 
so speak, will porish, so far as their heavenly hopes are 

concerned. Their faithfnlness will gain for them the eternal 

♦ 

life of their souls, even should they die as martyrs here. 

“ Meanwhile the Gospel of the new Kingdom of God will 
be preached throughout the whole world, that a testimony 
respecting me may be given to all nations, however they 
may hate you. Then, but not till then, shall come the end 
of this present state of things—the old will then pass away, 
and tho new begin. The reign of the kingdom of God will 
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open when Judaism has fallen, and heathenism has heard 
its doom. 

u The full spread of my Kingdom cannot come so long as 
that which it is to displace still stands in Jerusalem. The 
Gospel needs new soil, new means, new powers. The old 
religions are so identified with the civil and political life 
of men, with their customs and modes of thought, that my 
Kingdom can hope to found its peaceful reign only after 
great and terrible revolutions and disturbances. 1 The way 
will be opened for it by war, with all its horrors, and by the 
widespread judgments of God on the world at large. 

When, therefore, ye see Jerusalem compassed with armies, 
it will mark the beginning of the end. When you see the 
holy place in ruins, and desolation reigning there in its 
hatefulness, as is spoken of in Daniel, 2 let him who is in 
Judea flee to the hills of Gilead, where lie will be safe; let 
him who is on the house-top not come down to take away 
his things from the house, but let him flee along the flat 
roof, to the town wall, and thus escape ; and let him who is 
working in the field 
come back to his house to get it, but let him flee for his life. 
But woe to those who are with child in those days, and 
cannot flee, and to those who have children at the breast, 
and are kept from escaping by vainly trying to save them 
also. Pray that your flight be not in the winter, with its 
rains and storms and swollen torrents, nor on the Sabbath 
day, when he who still clings to Jewish law will think it 
unlawful to travel more thau two thousand cubits. What- 


, where he has no outer garment, not 


ever hinders your swift flight will, indeed, be cause of re¬ 
gret, for the troubles of those days will be great beyond 
example. 

“ There will be terrible distress in the land, and the fierce 
wrath will be let loose on this nation. Its sons will fall 


by the sword, and be led off, to be sold as slaves over the 
whole earth, and Jerusalem will be trodden under foot of 
the heathen, as a captive is by his conqueror, till the times 
allowed by God to the Gentiles, to carry out thus His aveng¬ 
ing wrath, be fulfilled. 


“ And, indeed, if the number of these evil days had not 
been shortened, in God’s pitying mercy, no flesh would be 


saved. But for the sake of the chosen 


ones of the King 

O 


1 Matt. xxiv. 15^42. Mark xiii. 14-37. Luke xxi. 20-36. 

2 Dan. ix. 27. 
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dom of the Messiah, whom God has determined to save from 
the calamities of these days and preserve alive, they have 

been shortened. 


“ But when the Temple has been laid waste, and you have 
fled for your lives, false Messiahs, and men prelending to ho 
prophets, and to speak in the name of God to the nation 
in its affliction, will rise once more, taking advantage of 
the commotion and anxiety of those days, and will be so 
much the more dangerous. When men say to yon, of any 
of these, ‘ The Messiah has appeared here,’ or ‘ He has 
appeared there,’ do not believe it. 0 They will pretend to 
perform such great signs and wonders, that even the chosen 


ones of my Kingdom—my disciples—would be deceived, if 
it were possible. I have warned you of this already, but 


press on you once more to take heed to it. If, therefore, 
any one say to you, ‘ Behold, the Messiah is in the wilder¬ 
ness,’ do not go out with him; for they draw their dupes 
to the desert as a safe place for mustering them. If any 
say, ‘ Behold, he is in such and such a house, shut up in his 
secret chambers,’ do not believe it. 1 My visible and final 
coming, respecting which you ask me, will not be such that 
men need point to this place, or to that, to see me ; it will 
be like the lightning, which shines with instant splendour 
through all the sky, and announces itself beyond mistake. 
For, from east to west, the earth will, in that day, be ripe 

gles gather 

wherever the carcase is, so the Son of man, then the minister 


for the judgments of the Messiah, and, as the ea 


of Divine wrath, will reveal Himself to all who have fallen 


under His condemnation. 


“ Then, in a future age—when the time of the Gentiles, 
of which I have 6poken, is fulfilled—when He who has 
prayed long and unfaintingly, like the importunate widow, 
will begin to wonder if ever he will be heal'd 2 —I do not 
say whether in the second watch, or in the third, or even in 
the morning; 3 when the bridegroom has tarried while his 
attendants wait longingly for him 4 —when the unfaithful 
servant has encouraged himself by the thought that his lord 
delays his coming 6 —when the Gospel has been preached to 
all the Gentiles®—and when the king may be expected, at 
last, from the far country to which he has gone 7 —then, 


1 Jos., Ant., xx. 8. 6. Bell. Jud., ii. 18. 4, 6. * Luke xviii. 1. 

* Luke xii. 88. Mark xiii. 88. 4 Matt. xxv. 6. 

* Matt. xxiv. 48. • Mark xvi. 15. 7 Luke xix. 12. 
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suddenly, like the flood in the days of Noah, or the destruc¬ 
tion of Sodom, shall the words of the prophets 1 be verified, 
and earth and heaven be veiled, and darkened, and tremble, 
before the great coming of the Son of man, to judgment. 
And then shall they see the sign of His appearing, respecting 
which you have asked—the far-shining splendour around 
Him, like the sun in its strength—when He descends in the 

J O _ 

clouds of heaven, with power and with great glory. And 
He shall send forth His angels, from the midst of the un¬ 
utterable light; and the great trumpet of God, which will 
wake the dead, shall sound, 2 and the angels will gather 
together around Him all who are His—chosen of God to 
be heirs of the heavenly kingdom of the Messiah—from 
north, and south, and east, and west, over the whole world. 
And all the nations of the earth who have rejected me shall 
mourn, when they see me thus come in Divine majesty. And 
when these wondrous signs begun, then lift up your heads, 
for your eternal r 
is at hand. 


edemption from all the afflictions of time 


“ When, therefore, soon after my departure from you, ye 
see all these wars, and hear all these rumours of wars of 
which I have told you, know that I, the Messiah, am near 
in my first coming, as ye know that the summer is close, 
when ye see the branches of the fig-tree, and all other trees, 
swell, and put forth their buds and tender leaves. For it is 
I who come, unseen, to judge Jerusalem and the Temple, as 
I shall, ih the end, come visibly to judge all mankind. 3 

“Verily I say to you, This generation of living men shall 
not have passed away, before the beginning of the age of 
the Messiah has come,—ushered in by the fall of Israel, 
and to be closed by all these signs; when the old world 
shall have drawn to an end, and my Kingdom—the new age 
of the world—shall take its place till the consummation of 


all things. 


Heaven and earth shall one day pass away, but 


my words shall not, for all I have told you must happen. 


The signs I have predicted, as heralds of my coming to 
judge Jerusalem and Israel, will assuredly be seen by some 


of you now round me. 
revelation of mv Kirn 


And my coming then will be the 
)m before the world, and of its 


revelation of my Kingdom before the world, and of its 
triumph over its present Jewish enemies, for it can only, 


1 Isaiah xiii. 9, 10. Joel iii. 15. 

* 1 Cor. xv. 52. 1 Tliess. iv. 15, 16. 

8 Matt. xxiv. 33. Mark xiii. 29. Luke xxi. 30. 
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then, truly rise, when the Temple has been destroyed. 
When it shall lie strewn in ruins, and desecrated for ever 
by heathen soldiery, the world that is will be seen to liavo 
passed awuy. There will be an end of the old priesthood 
and sacrifice, and the earth will be opened to the victory of 
my spiritual reign. 

“ But the exact time of the last period of all, of which 
I have spoken—the destruction of all things visible, the 
resurrection of the dead, and my return in glory, to judge 
the nations —I cannot tell you. Even the angels do not 
know it, nor even does the Son; it is known to my Father 
alone. This uncertainty of the time of my coming will 
make men secure and careless, as they were in the days of 
Noah. For they went on, dreading no catastrophe, eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, and neither 
believed nor dreamed that the Hood would really happen, 
till it came, and swept them all away. Like it, my coming 
will be so sudden, that, of two men in the field, one 6hall be 
taken by the angels sent forth to gather the saiuts, and the 
other left—for they will have no time to flee; and, of two 
slave-girls at the household mill, while they arc still grind¬ 
ing, the one shall be taken, in like manner, to be with me, 
and the other left. 

“ Take heed to yourselves, and watch, lest at any time, 
like the people before the flood, you give way to sinful 
pleasures or indulgences, or be engrossed in the anxieties of 
life, so as to be careless, and unprepared for my rettirn, and 
that day come on you, as the flood did on them, unawares. 
For it will burst on all that dwell on the face of the whole 
earth, as suddenly and unexpectedly as the snare flies over 
the creature caught in its toils. 1 

“ Take heed, I repeat, and watch ; for ye know not when 
the hour may arrive. It will be like the coming of a man 
who has taken his journey into a far country, and has left 
his house in the hands of his servants, and given authority 
over it to them, to each his own special work 2 , and has 
commanded the keeper of the gate to look for his return. 
Watch, therefore, like faithful, diligent servants, for ye know 
not the hour when I, the Master of the House, shall come, 
whether it will be in the evening, or at midnight, or at 
cock-crowing, or in the morning; lest, if I come suddenly, 
I find you asleep. And what I 6ay to you, my Apostles, I 

1 Matt. xxiv. 42. Mark xiii. 85. Luke xxi. 36. a Mutt. xxiv. 45. 
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say to all, Be awake and watchful at all times, that ye may 
be able to escape all the terrors of my coming, by being 
found faithful, and thus may be set before me by the holy 
angels, to enter into my g'lory, and stand before me, as my 
servants, in my heavenly kingdom. 

“ You know how a householder would have acted had 
he known beforehand at what watch of the night the thief 
would come, to plunder his goods. He would have watched, 
and not have suffered his house to be broken into. Therefore, 
be ready at all times, for the Son of man will come, when, 
perhaps, ye least expect Him. 

“ Who among you will prove himself a good and faithful 
servant P He will be like a servant of him of whom I have 
spoken, who took his journey to a far country—a servant 
set over the household to give them their food in due season, 
during his absence ; who faithfully did it. Blessed will be 
that servant, whom his lord when he returns shall find so 
doing ! Verily I say to you, he will advance him to a far 
higher post, for he will set him not only over the food of 
his honsehold, but over all his substance. And blessed in 
like manner will he be whom I, on my return, shall find 
faithful to the charge committed to him in my kingdom ! 

“But if, instead of being faithful, you fail in your duty, 
you will be like a servant of the same master, who should say 
in his heart, ‘ My Lord delays his coming,’ and begin to beat 
his fellow-servants, and to eat and drink with the drunken, 
at his master’s cost. The lord of that servant will come in a 
day when he does not look for him, and in an hour when he 
does not expect him, and will punish him to the uttermost, 
and make him bear the just fate of a hypocrite. Even so, 
the hypocrite, in my kingdom, shall be cast out into outer 
darkness. And, oh! what weeping and gnashing of teeth 
will be there ! 1 

“ In that day of my final coming it will be as when, at a 
marriage , 2 the maidens invited to play and sing in the mar¬ 
riage procession, prepare to go out to meet the bridegroom, to 
lead him to the house of the bride, where the marriage is to 
be celebrated. Let me suppose there were ten such maidens 
—five wise, five foolish. The five foolish ones took their 
lamps with them, to help the display, and lighten the path 
of the bridegroom, but they forgot to take oil with them, 
besides, to refill the lamps, when they had burned out. But 

1 Matt. xxiv. 51. a Matt. xxv. 1-46. 
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the wise not only took their lamps, but oil in their oil-flasks 
as well. All the ten, thus differently prepared, went forth 
from the home of the bride, and waited in a house, on the way 
by which the bridegroom must come, to be ready to go out 
and escort him, when he passed. 

“ But he delayed so long that they all grew heavy, and fell 
asleep. At last, at midnight, they were suddenly roused ; 
for the people in the streets had heard the loud music and 
shouts, and had seen the light of the lamps and torches of 
the procession, afar, and raised the cry at the doors—‘ The 
bridegroom is coming, go ye out to meet him.’ Then they 
all arose, and trimmed each her own lamp, to have it ready. 
The foolish ones now found that their lamps were going out, 
because the oil was all burned, and asked the wise ones to 
give them of theirs. But they answered, ‘We cannot pos¬ 
sibly do so, for our oil would assuredly not suffice both for 
ourselves and you; go, rather, to the sellers, and buy for 
yourselves.’ 

“ While they were away buying it, however, the bridegroom 
came, and the five who were ready, joined the procession, 
and went in with the bridegroom to the marriage and the 
marriage-feast, and the door was shut. After«a time, the 


other five came, and knocked at the gate with anxious en¬ 
treaty, ‘ Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he answered, ‘ I do 
not know you. You were not among the other nmids of the 
bride in the procession, and, therefore, you are strangers to 
me, and as such have nothing to do at my marriage.’ 

“ Learn from this parable that they who patiently watch 
and wait, doing the duty I have assigned them, till I come, 
though they know neither the day nor the hour when I shall 
do so, will have a part in the joys of my heavenly kingdom. 
All my followers will then be, as it were, my bride, and I 
their bridegroom ; but those who are not faithful and true to 
the end, will be shut out from the marriage-feast.” 


The Apostles and the others who followed Jesus had been 
sitting long in the cool of the evening on the pleasant slope 
of Olivet, listening to this wondrous discourse, but their 
Master’s stay with them was now nearly over, and He was 
loath to bring His words to an end. He still went on, 
therefore, and next repeated to them the parable He had 
before delivered near Jericho—of the talents lent by the 


Lord to his servants. Its awful close, however, which repre¬ 


sents the unprofitable servant as cast into the outer darkness, 
with its weeping and gnashing of teeth, brought before Him 
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all the terrors of the last judgment, and led Him to close by 
a picture of that awful day, unequalled for sublimity by any 
other, even of His own utterances. 

“ The parable of the talents, my beloved,’’ said He, “shows 
that every one of you must needs make the utmost possible 
use, for the interests of my kingdom in your own hearts 
and among men, of all the different gifts entrusted to you by 
me, for my service, according to your respective abilities. 
For, at my coming, I shall reckon with you all, and those 
who have been faithful to me shall receive high rewards in 
heaven, but those who have left their gifts, however small, 
unused, will have those gifts taken from them, and they 
themselves will be thrust out of my kingdom. 


J) 


He then proceeded, in words such as no mere man could 
ever dream of using, words which we seem to hear spoken 
with the light as of other worlds shining from the speaker’s 
eyes, and a transfiguration of His whole appearance to more 
than human majesty. 

“ I have told you how I shall return invisibly, to %arth, 
before this generation shall have passed away, to judge Jeru¬ 
salem and Israel, when the cup of their iniquity shall be full; 
and how, also, I shall come again, in spiritual unseen pre¬ 
sence, to be with my servants in their warfare with the 
powers of darkness, till my kingdom passes from victory to 
victory, through succeeding ages, and the prince of this world 
be finally cast down from his usurped throne, and the world 
become the kingdom of God and of me, His Messiah . 1 


“ Then shall arrive that day which I have warned and 
urged you so earnestly to keep ever in mind , 2 the day when, 
like the lord who returned from the far country to reckon 
with his servants, I, the Son of Man, now poor, despised, 
with none round me but you—rejected by my brethren of 
Israel, and in a few hours to be nailed on a cross like the 
meanest slave—will come again as Head of the great king¬ 
dom of the Messiah, which will then embrace all nations. 

“ The father has committed all judgment in this kingdom, 
to me, His Son , 3 and has given me all power in it in heaven 
and in earth . 4 And at that day I shall come in my glory, as 
its Prince and Head, amidst the splendours of heaven, and 
with all the angels of God. 

“ Then will I sit on the throne of my glory, as kings of 
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8 John v. 22-27. 


8 Matt. xxv. 31—46. 
4 Matt, xxviii. 18. 



426 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST. 


the earth when they sit to judge, and all nations shall be 
gathered together before me, by my ministering angels. 1 nnd 
I will separate them, one from another, as you have seen a 
shepherd separate the white sheep from the black goats, and 
I will set the sheep on my right hand, but the goats on my 
left. 4 


“ Then, as King, coming in the majesty of my assembled 
Kingdom, shall I say to them on my right hand : ‘ Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the earth—that kingdom which I 
promised as the inheritance of the meek. 2 For ye liavo 
proved that ye truly believed in my name, by the love 
towards me and mine, which only sincere faith can yield. 
For I was hungry, and ye gave me to eat; I was thirsty, and 
ye gave me to drink ; I was a stranger, and ye gave me 
welcome; naked and ye clothed me ; I was sick, and ye 
visited me; I was in prison, and ye came unto me.’ 

“ Then shall the righteous, feeling only their shortcomings, 
and forgetting their good deeds, think it cannot be as I have 
6aid. ‘ When, Lord,’ they shall ask me, ‘ saw we Thee 
hungry, and gave Thee maintenance; or thirsty, and gave 
Thee to drink? When saw we Thee a stranger, and gave 
Thee welcome; or naked and clothed Thee ? Or when saw 
we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto Thee ? ’ 

“And I, the King, will answer them: ‘Verily I say to 
you, Inasmuch as ye did it, for my sake, to one of these my 
brethren, even the least of them; the poor, the lowly, the 
outcast, the persecuted, the wretched, who believed in me, 
and are now round my throne—or to one of the least of all 
my brethren of mankind, for the love ye bore me, wko died 
for them—ye did it unto me.’ 

“ Then shall I also say to those on my left hand : * Depart 
from me, accursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels, but now to be shared by you, his 
servants. For I was hungry, and ye did not give me to eat; 
I was thirsty, and ye did not give me to drink; I was a 
stranger, and ye would not receive me; naked, nnd ye did 
not clothe me; sick, and in prison, and ye did not visit me.’ 

“ Then they will try, vainly, to justify themselves, by 
pleading innocence. * Lord,’ they will say, ‘ when did we see 
Thee hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or 
in prison, and did not minister to Theo ? Lord, we never 


1 Matt. xxiv. 81, etc. 
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saw Thee thus, and, therefore, have never refused Thee our 
service.’ 

“ But I will answer them : ‘ Verily I say to you, Inasmuch 
as ye did it not to one of the least of these, my brethren, 
whom you had with you and might have'helped, ye did it 
not to me. Had ye truly, and not in name only, believed in 
me, ye "would have shown fruits of your faith, in deeds of 
love for my sake.’ 

“ And these shall go away into everlasting punishment; 
but the righteous into life eternal.” 



CHAPTER LVm. 

FAREWELL TO FRIENDS. 


TT was the twelfth day of the new moon, 1 now rounding to 
-A fulness, when the last words had been spoken in the Tem¬ 
ple, and farewell taken of it for ever. Jesus had hitherto 
lingered in its courts till the gates closed, at sunset, after the 
evening sacrifice, but His sonl this day was filled with im¬ 
measurable sadness. Israel would not hear the words which 
alone could save it, and, by its representatives, had not only 
rejected and blasphemed Him, but was even now plotting 
His death. 2 He had left the Temple courts, therefore, in the 
early afternoon, to spend some hours with the little band of 
followers He was so soon to leave. They had sat on the 
slope of the Mount of Olives, facing the Temple and the city. 
He had passed quietly and unheeded through the stream of 
pilgrims and citizens, and had been resting, during His long 
discourse, in the privacy of His own circle, beneath one of the 
fig-trees of Olivet, gazing, with full soul, at all He had left 
for ever. Had they known it, the high priests and rulers 
would have seen, in His final abandonment of “ His Father’s 
House,” a portent more awful than any their superstitious 
fears were even then noting. For, forty years before the 
destruction of the Temple, and therefore, in the very days of 
our Lord’s public life, it had been seen, with unspeakable 
alarm—if we may trust the Talmud—that the hindmost 
lamp of the sacred seven-branched candlestick in the Holy 
Place, one night went out; and, that the crimson wool tied 
to the horns of the scapegoat, which ought to have turned 
white when the atonement was made, had remained red ; and 
“ the lot of the Lord,” for the goat to be offered on the Day 

1 Tuesday at sunset to Wednesday at sunset, April 3—1 (13th Nisan). 

5 General authorities for the chapter:— Kuinoel, Lange, Meyer, Ilosen- 
mflllrr, McClellan, Lightfoot, SchSttgen, Arts, on Pas*over in Herzog, Winer, 
Sehenkel, Smith and Kitto ; De Wette, Paulus, Liicke, Luthardt, and the 
various Lives of Jesus. 



RENEWED PLOTS. 


429 


of Expiation, had come ont on the left hand; and the gates 
of the Temple, duly shut overnight, had been found open in 
the morning . 1 A generation later, it was to be told, with 
pale lips, among the heathen, that when the Temple was near 
its fall, a more than human voice had been - heard from the 
Holy of Holies, crying “ The gods have departed,” and that 
presently, a great sound, as of their issuing forth, had been 
heard.- 

But the true hour of Jehovah’s leaving it, and that for ever, 
was when His Son passed that afternoon through its gates, 
to re-enter them no more. 


Rising after He had ended His discourse on the near and 
distant future, He, who a moment before had anticipated the 
hour w T hen He should come amidst the clouds of Heaven, to 
judge all nations, attended by all the angels, and robed in 
the splendours of the Godhead, tvas once more the calm, 
lowly Teacher and Friend, climbing the slope with His 
handful of followers, on the way to the well-loved cottage at 

Bethany. 

As they went, He again broke, to those around Him, 
His approaching fate. “ You know,” said He, “ that after 
two days is the Passover, and that the Son of man is ap¬ 
pointed, by the eternal counsels of God, to be delivered over 
to His enemies, to be crucified.” It was the second time He 
had expressly used that word of unspeakable degradation and 

infamy to men of His day— The Cross. But though they 
heard it again, they could not even yet realize so disastrous 
an eclipse of their cherished dreams. 

Meanwhile, His enemies were not idle. It was now 
Tuesday evening, and nothing alarming had followed the 
popular demonstration of the preceding Sunday. The multi¬ 
tude, indeed, disappointed by seeing no signs of the national 
movement they had expected that day to inaugurate, had lost 
their enthusiasm, and, in many cases, grown even hostile. 
There was less to fear than the authorities had apprehended. 
Tet, the crowd was fickle, and thousands of Galilaeans, 
the countrymen of Jesus, were at the feast, which was 
always so restless a time that the Roman Procurator kept a 
double garrison in Antonia while it lasted, and himself ex¬ 


changed the congenial society of Caesarea for Jerusalem, with 


its hated bigotrv and muffled treason. 


Even the governor- 


general of the province sometimes indeed thought it worth 


1 Lightfoot, Hor. Ueb ., vol. ii. p. 325. 


2 Tacit., Hist., v. 13. 
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his while to be present.* The fiery Galileans might rise if 
Jesns were apprehended during the feast-week, and any 
tumult would be certain to bring severe measures, at the 
hand of the Romans, on the community at large. 

The heads of the priesthood and of the Rabbis were hence 
in a difficulty, and met to consult on the wisest course. The 
acting high priest, Joseph, known among the people as 
“ Caiaphas,” “ the oppressor,” 2 was the soul of the movement 
against Jesus ; for his memorable words, “Why not this one 
man die, rather than the nation perish?” lmd first given 
definite expression and formal sanction to the idea of putting 
Him to death. Throwing all his official dignity into the plot, 
he put the upper court of his palace, in the Upper City, at the 
disposal of those engaged in it, and there they and he met, to 
consult how they might get the Hated One into their power 
without the knowledge of the people, or fear of a rescue, in 
order to hand Him over to the Romans for crucifixion. The 
meeting could not, however, come to any fixed plan, from 
dread of a popular rising. No more could be done than 
watch, and take advantage of the course of events. 

While murder was thus being discussed in the halls of the 
primate, peace and sacred friendship reigned in the pleasant 
home at Bethany. 3 The house of Simon, once a leper, but 
cured by Jesus; now the abode of Martha, perhaps his widow, 
perhaps his daughter; of Mary, her sister, and of Lazarus, so 
strangely brought back from the unseen world—-the one man 
raised from the dead of whose second earthly life we know 
any incident—was a scene of tender respect and loving 
homage. To do Jesus honour, the family had made a supper 
for Him, with invited guests, and Lazarus reclined with Him 
on the table-couch. Besides Christ and His immediate fol¬ 
io Wei'S, the company consisted, doubtless, os in the case of 
the little household itself, of such as owed their health, per¬ 
haps their life, or that of some friend, to His miraculous 
powers. 

It was, in itself, a tender proof of reverent love, that nt 
such a time, when the life of their guest was sought by tho 
authorities of the Temple and Schools, and every one was 


1 Joa., /4fj(., xvii. 8. 4; xviii. 2. 2; xx. 6. 8. Bril. Jud., ix. 1. 8; ii. 

12 . 1 . 

* Bibel Lex., Art. Kaiaphas. Oesen., Thctaur., e. v. iipp. Bait., Lex., 

p. 1076. 

* Matt. xxvi. 1-16. Mark xiv. 1-11. Luke xxii. 1-6. John xii. 2-8, 
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required, on pain of high displeasure, to help them to arrest 
Him, He should have been thus honoured; for Bethany was 
close to Jerusalem, and the act misfit have brought disaster 
on a family, known, like that of Martha and Mary, to the 
dominant class . 1 But a still higher tribute was paid Him ; 
touching and delicate, beyond expression, under the circum¬ 
stances. The sisters had often pondered how they could 
show their gratitude for all He had been and all that He 
had done for them. He had healed Simon, and had given 
not only him, but the sisters and their brother, the hope of 
Heaven, by winning their souls to Himself, and, but now, 
He had shown how truly He was the Messiah , 2 by bringing 
back Lazarus from the grave. They knew that the shadows 
of death were gathering over their Mighty Benefactor Him¬ 
self, for the disciples, doubtless, repeated to them the de¬ 
pressing intimations He had made. Mary was left to give 
their love and gratitude expression. 

It was common to anoint the heads of the Rabbis who 
attended marriage feasts, with fragrant oil, and special 
guests were sometimes similarly honoured. A grateful 
penitent had at an earlier period anointed even the feet of 
Jesus Himself, washing them, moreover, with her tears, and 
■wiping them with her hair, flowing loose, in self-forgetful¬ 
ness. But now, Mary outdid all former honour paid Him. 
The costliest anointing oil of antiquity was the pure spike¬ 
nard, drawn from an Indian plant, and exposed for sale 
throughout the Roman Empire, in flasks of alabaster, at a 
price that put it beyond any but the wealthy. 

Of this Mary had bought a flask, containing about twelve 
ounces weight, and now, coming behind the guests as they 
reclined, opened the seal, and poured some of the perfume, 
first on the head and then on the feet of Jesus, drying them, 
presently, with the hair of her head, like her predecessor. 
She had rendered a tribute than which she could have given 
no higher to a 
rightful devotion of all we have and are, to Christ, and, as 
such, was lovingly accepted by Him. The act, however, 
raised different thoughts in some of the narrow minds 
around. As the fragrant odours filled the room, voices were 
heard muttering that expense so lavish for such an object 
was wrong. “ This ointment,” said one, “ should have been 
sold for three hundred pence, a and given to the poor. That 


King; but it was a worthy symbol of the 


1 John xi. 33. 


2 John xi. 27. 
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would have been a worthy act; but this— ! ” It was Judas 
Iscariot. 

With that perfect gentleness and repose which He always 
displayed in such circumstances, the answer of Jesus showed 
no resentment, to hurt the feelings of any, but yet must 
have carried joy to the tender heart that had felt its highest 
offering too little to bestow on such a guest. 

“Why do you blame and trouble her?" said He to the 
company, especially to Judas. “Let her alone. It is a 
good deed she has done in my honour. You have the poor 
with you always, and you can never want an opportunity of 
showing kindness to them, if you wish. But you have not 
me always with you. Mary, as if she knew I was soon to 
die, has chosen the strongest way she could of showing how 
much she loved me. She has done for me, as her Teacher, 
Messiah, and Friend, while I still live, what she would soon 
have had to do to my dead body—she has embalmed mo 
for the grave. What remains will do for the day of my 
burial. I tell you, wherever the gospel shall be preached in 
the whole world, what she has done will also be told for a 
memorial of her.” 

Judas, the only southern Jew in the Twelve—the one 

among them brought up, as it were, under the shadow of 
the Temple—must have listened with the bitterest feelings 
to such praise of an act so hateful to him. He had been 
with Jesus at least from the first appointment of the Apostles, 
and must, even then, have been conspicuous as a disciple. 
The good seed of Christ’s words had sprung up in his heart, 
as in those of the others in those early days; but the 
evil, also, small and unnoticed, perhaps at first, had been let 
spring up erelong, and it had grown to rank strength that 
slowly choked all else. Like his brethren, he had cher¬ 
ished gross and selfish views of the prospects to be opened 
for them by their Master. If some of them "were to be 
the high officials in the expected World-Monarchy, he had 
trusted to get, at least, some post; profitable, if less splendid. 
Indeed, the lowest dignity promised inconceivable honour, 
for were not all the Twelve to sit on thrones to judge the 
Twelve Tribes of Israel ? In the minds of the others, the 
dream was loyally subordinated to love and duty to the 
Master; in his, self seized and held, abidingly, the first 
place. The mildew of his soul had spread apace. Trusted 
with the common purse of the brotherhood, into which 
passed the gifts of friends, to meet the humble expenses of 
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each day, the honour, sought at first perhaps in all upright¬ 
ness, became a fatal snare. His religion withered apace. 
Once a disciple from honest anxiety, he continued one in 
outward form, from sordid motives. Gain became a passion 
with him, till, under the very eyes of his-Master, he em¬ 
bezzled, as treasurer, the petty funds in his hands. 

The entry to Jerusalem had kindled his hopes, after many 
chagrins and disappointments, for the popular excitement 
promised to force on Jesus the part of a National Messiah. 
But, blind, to His own interest, as Judas must have thought 
Him, He had thrown away the splendid opportunity. 
Instead of allying Himself with the dignitaries of Judaism, 
and inaugurating a mighty Jewish uprising, with high 
priests and chief Rabbis as His supporters, He had assailed 
both Temple and School, and proceeded to open rupture 
with them. Instead of a crown, He had spoken of a cross ; 
instead of honours for His followers, He had foretold perse¬ 
cutions and martyrdom. To the mean and selfish heart of 
Judas, the bounty of Mary had sufficed to kindle smoulder¬ 
ing resentment and disloyalty to a flame. I? ruin were 
certain, he would profit, if he could, before all was over. If 
Jesus must fall into the hands of His enemies, he might 
as well get money by what was unavoidable. Had not He, 
argued the diseased spirit, disappointed him; led him about, 
for years, in hopes of gain in the end; and had He not, now, 
told him that the only inheritance he could expect was 
poverty and suffering ? He would go to the chief priests, 
and see what could be done. 

Stealing out, therefore, with guilty thoughts, from the 
quiet cottage, perhaps when all its inmates were sunk 
in sleep; unmoved by the Divine love and purity of his 
Master; forgetful, in the blindness of his evil excitement, of 
all he had seen and heard through the last three eventful 
years, he made his way, in the darkness of night, to the 
Temple. The watch was at its post at the gates and on its 
rounds, but Judas found means to reveal his object to the 
captain in charge, and was admitted. The officers hastily 
gathered to learn why the stranger thus rudely disturbed the 
night. “I come to betray Jesus of Nazareth,” muttered 
Judas. “ He had better be taken to the chief priests,” 
replied those addressed. Some of the council were hastily 
summoned forthwith, and received his overtures with a joy 
that brightened their faces, even by the dull light of the 
night-lamps—for it was clear that a cause so righteous as 
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os that of the Galiltean, could never give them open and 
honest grounds for His arrest. Treason must come to their 


aid from -within. So they bargained with him; tnennly 
enough, indeed; for they offered for his villany, if successful, 
only thirty shekels of the Sanctuary 1 —the price of a slave. 


Oriental 


60 


ltry 




that time sought a favourable opportunity to betray Jesus, 
when the people were not round Him. 

The next day, 2 our Thursday, was the fourteenth of Nisan, 
on which labour ceased at noon. Before then all leaven 


had been removed from every house, in preparation for 
the Passover in the evening. Towards sunset, the Passover 
lamb was killed in the forecourts of the Temple, bv any one 
chosen to do so, and the blood and fat burned on the altar as 
an offering to God. The rest supplied the materials for the 
feast, an hour or two later, after the. beginning of the 
fifteenth day at sunset. The fourteenth was, therefore, 
very busy for the whole of Jerusalem; for both it, the 
villages roftnd it, and the open country, were filled with 
countless thousands, all intent on the same observances. 

The Passover 3 had been founded to commemorate the 


departure from Egypt, but its date permitted the union with 
it of the feast of first-fruits, to celebrate the opening harvest, 
and it was also called, from rites connected with it, the feast 
of unleavened bread. 4 


We are not told how Jesns spent Wednesday, for the supper 
in the house at Bethany was on Tuesday evening. He ap¬ 
parently stayed in privacy, awaiting the coming day. 

On Thursday morning the disciples, taking it for granted 
that He would celebrate the feast with them, came to Him 
early to receive instructions. Would He keep it, as He 
legally might, in Bethany, for the village was counted by the 
Rabbis part of Jerusalem for religions usages, and the lamb 
might be eaten in Bethany, thoagh it must be killed at 
the Temple. 6 It was generally bought on the tenth Nisan, 
according to the rule of the Law; 8 and though the strict en¬ 
forcement of this command was not maintained, Jesus was 
careful to fulfil all the innocent duties prescribed. 


1 Jos.. Ant., iii. 8. 2. About 2s. G d. each. 

3 Wednesday at sunset to Thursday at snnset. April 4-6 (14th 
Nisan). 

9 Matt. xxvi. 17-19. Mark xiv. 12-16. Luke xxii. 7-13. 

4 Buxtorf, p. 1765, 2nd coL 6 Lightfoot, in loo. 4 Exod. xii. 3. 
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No doubt the disciples expected that Bethany would be 
chosen, for He had solemnly turned away from Jerusalem, 
two days before, and to go thither again would be to put 
Himself in the power of His enemies. But J3e had resolved 
once more to visit the city so dear to Him. It was the place 
appointed by the Law for the feast, and He would there be 
in the midst of the rejoicing multitudes, as Himself a son of 
Israel. He wished, also, to throw a greater sacredness over 
the institution He designed to inaugurate that nisrht as the 

C O u 

equivalent, in the New Kingdom of God, of the Passover in 
the Old. It was well to link it in the minds of the Apostles 
with the sacredness of the Temple, under whose shadow, with 
the City of the Great King, in whose bounds, and with the 
gathering of Israel, in whose midst, it was founded. 

Turning, therefore, to Peter and John, His usual messengers, 
He told them to go and prepare the Passover, that He and 
the Twelve might eat it together. “On entering the city,” 
said He, “ you will meet a man bearing an earthen jar of 
water ; follow him into the house he enters, ask for the 
master, and say,' ‘ The Teacher told us to ask you “ Where 
is the room intended for me, in which to eat the Passover 
with my disciples ? ” ’ And he will himself show you his 
guest-chamber, on the upper floor, provided with conches, 
ready for us. Get the supper prepared for us there.” 

The two started at once, and found everything as Jesus 
had said, and by evening all was in readiness to receive Him 
and the Ten. Who it was that thus entertained him is not 
told us. It may have been John Mark, 1 or perhaps Joseph 
of Arimathea, the early scholar, and the friend after death. 
The Gospels do not say, and even tradition is silent. Uni¬ 
versal hospitality prevailed in this matter, and the ouly 
recompense that could be given was the skin of the paschal 
lamb, and the earthen dishes used at the meal. 2 Not fewer 
than ten, but often as many as twenty—enough, in any case, 
to consume the entire lamb—could sit down together; but 
Jesus wished to have none but His Apostles with Him, that 
He might bid them a final, tender farewell. Women were 
not commonly present, 3 and indeed were excluded by many ; 
but, apart from this, the evening was designed as a time 
of deepest communion with the trusted Twelve alone, and 
hence, neither the outer circle of disciples, nor the ministering 

1 Acts xii. 12. Lichtenstein, Leben Jesu , p. 394. Ewald , in loo. 

2 Bab. Jom., 12. 1 . Me gill. , 26. 1 . 8 Liglitfoot, in loo. 
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women who had lovingly followed Him from Galilee, were 
invited. 

Peter and John had had much to do beforehand. It may 
bo, the lamb was yet to be bought that morning, for its pur¬ 
chase on the tenth had fallen rather out of use. They had 
to choose, from the countless pens in which the victims were 
offered for sale, a male lamb of a year old, without blemish 
of any kind. In Galilee, no secular work was done all day; 
but, at Jerusalem, it ceased only at noon. About tw’o, the 
blast of horns announced that the priests and Levites in the 
Temple were ready, and the gates of the inner courts were 
opened, that all might bring their lambs for examination, 
and might satisfy the priests as to the number intending 
to consume each. Forthwith, the long lines of household 
fathers, servants, disciples of the Rabbis, and others, and, 
among the rest, the two Apostles deputed by Jesus, pressed 
across the Court of the Men, which was gaily tapestried and 
adorned, to the gate of the priests’ court, the lamb on their 
shoulders, with a knife stuck in the wool or tied to the horn. 

About half-past two the evening offering was killed, and 
about an hour after it was laid on the great altar. Forth¬ 
with, three blasts of the trumpets of the priests, and the 
choral singing of the great Hallel by the Levites, gave the 
signal for the slaughter of the Passover lambs, which had to 
be finished between the hours of three and five. As many 
offerers were admitted as the courts would hold, and then 
the gates were shut. Heads of families, or servants deputed 
by them, killed the lambs, and the priests, in two long rows, 
with great silver and gold vessels of curious shape, caught 
the blood and passed it to others behind, till it reached the 
altar, at the foot of which it was poured out. 1 The victims, 
hung on the iron hooks of the walls und pillars of the courts, 
or on a stick between the shoulders of two men, were then 
skinned, and cut open; the tail, the fat, the kidneys, and 
liver, set apart for the altar; the rest, wrapped in the skin, 
being carried home from the Temple towards evening. As 
the new day opened, at sunset, the carcass was trussed for 
roasting, on two skewers of pomegranate wood, so that 
they formed a cross in the lamb. It was then pnt in a 
hole in the ground, and having been covered with an earthen 
oven without a bottom, was roasted in the earth. The 
feast could begin immediately after the sun set and the 


1 Ughtfcot, vol. ii. p. 342. 
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appearing of tlie stars, on the opening of the fifteenth of 
Nisan, which was proclaimed by fresh trumpet blasts from 
the Temple. 1 

Jud as had stolen back to Bethany before daylight, that his 
absence might not be missed, and, after another day’s bitter 
hypocrisy, under the burning eyes of his Master, followed 
Him, with the other Apostles, to Jerusalem, in the evening. 
They must have breathed heavily in the troubled air, for 
presentiments of unknown dangers filled every heart. They 
still clung to their old dream of a visible earthly kingdom of 
God, under their Master, but their spirits must have sunk 
within them as they passed through the vast multitudes, 
wholly absorbed in the approaching feast, with no sign of 
preparation for a national Messianic movement, and along 
the illuminated streets, in which no one took notice of them. 
That the hierarchy had denounced Jesus was, itself, enough 
to fill their simple minds with dismay, for its splendour and 
power seemed reflected in the myriads assembled from the 
whole world, to honour the faith and the Temple, of which 
they were the public representatives. And was not the tiara 
worn by a fierce Sadducee ? Were not the governing families 
exclusively of this cruel and inhuman party P As they 
passed under the shadow of the 
lights, its marble bastions, and 
they must have felt that, unless Jesus chose at last to do 
what He had never yet done, even for a moment—unless He 
used His supernatural power in self defence and for self- 
aggrandisement—they were hopelessly lost. 

To Jesus Himself the moment was unspeakably solemn. 
His scarcely founded Kingdom was about to pass through the 
severest trial. The temporary and earthly in it were to be 
violently se 

All hopes of a worldly kingdom, so deeply rooted in the 
minds of His followers, were to be destroyed, and He, the 
visible Head of the Kingdom, to be apprehended, dishonoured, 
and crucified. The thoughts of His disciples were to be 
raised from the idea of a Messiah present with them, to a 
Messiah in heaven, to appear, henceforth, no more, but by 
H is return from the invisible world. To be true to Him, 
meant, from this time, the realization of a spiritual concep¬ 
tion as yet nnattained by even the most enlightened of the 
Twelve. 

1 Keim, vol. iii. p. 256. For the Samaritan Passover at the present 
day, see Stanley’s Jewish Church* vol. i. p. 513. 


parated, for ever, from the heavenly and eternal. 


Temple, with its gleaming 
its immemorial traditions, 
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Bat Christ was in no degTee turned aside or paralyzed in 
His resolution by such dangers. While in no sense courting 
death, and even wishful, if it pleased His Father, to escape 
its attendant horrors, He moved towards the appointed and 
foreseen end, with Ruldime self-possession and holy peace of 
soul, recognising all that yet remained for Him to do, and 
doing it with a Divine serenity. His bearing to the great 
world to the last, His action and His self-restraint, are 
alike wonderful; but it must strike us still more, as wo 
observe it closely, how He acted in the circle of His chosen 

r 9 

ones as the catastrophe pressed nearer and nearer. 

When the Twelve, with their Master, had entered the 
room, to take their places on the cushions, for the meal. 1 
the greatness of the change yet to be wrought on their 
minds was once more strikingly shown. It spite of all He 
had said, the question of precedence was uppermost in their 
thoughts. 

As the head of the group, Jesus naturally took the first 
place on the highest couch—the outermost, on the right of 
the hollow square; His face towards the second place; His 
feet outwards. Resting His left elbow and side on a cushion 


Middle Conch. 



1 Matt. xxvi. 20. Mark xiv. 17. Luke xxii. 14-18, 24-30, John iiii. 
1 - 20 . 

9 Diet, of Antiquities, Art. Tricliniutn. 
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the whole breadth of the couch, His right hand was thus 
free, while the Apostle next Him reclined so that his head 
lay, as it were, in his Master’s bosom. It had been the 
custom, in ancient times, to eat the Passover standing, but 
the Rabbis had changed it for the Gentile practice of re¬ 
clining. It was like slaves, they said, to eat standing, and 
as Israel was not a race of slaves but of free men, they should 
eat the feast reclining; a flattery so pleasing to the natural 
arrogance that even the poorest adopted the new mode. 1 

But this Jewish pride in the Apostles, made still more 
fierce by selfish ambition, in prospect of the political glory 
they still perversely hoped for, could ill brook to take a 
lower place than others. It was a grave matter for them, 
as for the Pharisees, who should have the higher seats, for, 
in* their delusion, they assumed that it might affect their 
future position in the Messianic State, to be founded, as they 
dreamed, presently. So the strife that had broken out on 
the other side of Jericho, once more distressed their Master, 
and He could only still it by repeating the keen rebuke He 
then gave them. “In my kingdom,” said He, “to be humble 
is to be great; the lowliest is, in it, the highest.” No more 
was needed; the struggle, now, would rather be for the 
lowest place. 

But He did not confine Himself to words. Rising from 
the couch, when the supper was just about to begin, b and 
girding Himself with a towel, like a slave, after laying aside 
His upper garments, He poured water into a basin, and 
began to wash the feet of His disciples. Pride and selfish 
ambition could not be more strikingly and touchingly 
reproved, than by such an act on the part of One who knew 
that all things had been given into His hands by God His 
Father, and that He had come forth from Him, and was 
about to return to Him. No greater proof could be shown of 
His love, than that such an instance of humility should be its 
natural expression. Had they all been true-hearted, it would 
have been amazing in One so transcendently above them, but 
it was still more so, when He knew that one of them was 
already a traitor. He had proclaimed Himself the Son of 
God, the future judge of the world, the Messiah in whose 
gift were the honours of heaven, and whose voice was to 
raise the dead, and they were simple Galilaean fishermen. 
There could be no commentary on His demand for lowliness, 

1 Hier. Pes. t xxxvii. 2 ; x, 1. Wetstcin, p. 617. 
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as the true ground of advancement in Hia kingdom, more 
vivid than His voluntarily performing the lowliest act of 
personal service to them all. 

He seems to have begun with Simon Peter, His chief 
Apostle, but the warm heart and the impulsive nature of the 
rock-like man shrank from allowing his Master to humble 
Himself thus. “ Lord,” said he, “dost Thou wash my feet! ” 
He had not realized the meaning of an act intended as symbol¬ 
ical. “What I do,” replied Jesus, “thou unde rstan dost not 
now, but wilt know hereafter.” “ Thou shalt never wash my 
feet, Lord,” reiterated the Apostle. “ If I do not wash thee,” 
said Jesus, “ thou hast no part with me.” u Lord, if that be 
the case,” broke out Peter, “ wash not my feet only, but my 
hands and my head.” “ It is not necessary,” said Jesus. 
“ He who, according to Jewish ways, has taken a bath before 
his meal, needs no more than to cleanse the dust from his 
feet, which has clung to them on the way from the bath. 
Except this, he is clean, and it is the same with you, except 
him who intends to betray me. By my word, which I have 
spoken to you, and the faith kindled in you by it, 1 you are 
already clean in the sense I mean—right in the desire of 
your heart towards me. Yet, though thus clean, the dust of 
earth still clings to you in part, and makes a last washing 
needful.” The hour was at hand for this last crowning uet 
of love—the shedding His blood for them for the remission 
of their sins—and He would now prepare them for it by this 
tender symbol, 2 for it taught not only humility, but thut He 
alone could take away sin. 

Having washed their feet, and resumed His garments, Ho 
once more took His place on the couch. 

“ Do you know,” He asked, as He did so, “ the meaning 
of what I have now done? You call me Teacher and Lord, 
and you are right, for I am both. Learn, then, that, if 
I, your Master and Lord, wash your feet, you, also, ought to 
wash one another’s feet, for I have done this as an examplo 
to you, that you should do to each other as I have done to 
you. You know, and I would have you remember it, that 
a servant is not greater than his lord, nor an apostle than 
He who sent him forth, so that you may well imitate me, 
your superior, in my humility. If you understand what I 
say, take heed that, henceforth, you act on my teaching. I 
do not, indeed, speak of you all. I know your characters and 
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hearts, but all has happened in fulfilment of the Divine will, 
for the Scripture must needs be fulfilled, which says, ‘ He 
that eats bread with me, craftily lifts up his heel against me; * 
to trip and overthrow me. 1 I tell you before it happen, that, 
when it does take place, you may believe that I am indeed 
the Messiah, and that no other is to be expected. That I 
should be betrayed by one of ourselves might have shaken 
your faith in me, but it cannot do so when I have foreseen 
and foretold it, as part of the counsel of God. But to cheer 
and encourage you in your faithfulness, I announce it, that 
you may go forth with joyful hearts to the mission on which 


have sent you 


Your high position, as my Apostles, 


remains unaffected by the treachery of one of your number. 
For I now solemnly repeat, what I said before, he who 
receives you is accounted by me as if he had received myself, 
and he who receives me receives God the Father who sent 


me, for He dwells in me, and I in Him.” 2 

The supper now began, but the spirit of Jesus was still 
clouded and troubled by the presence of the traitor. 3 At. 
last His feelings broke out into irrepressible words. “ Verily, 
verily,” said He, “one of you who eat with me, will betray 
me. His hand is with me on the table.” They had never 
hitherto realized His hints, and to their honest and faithful 
hearts the very idea of treason was almost beyond belief. 
They could not think who was meant, for Judas had managed, 
by his hypocrisy, to hide his character from them all. One 
by one, they began to ask, “ Lord, is it I ? ” “ It is one,” 

replied Jesus, “ who dips with me into the dish. The Son of 
man, indeed, goes from this world in this way, by the coun¬ 
sels of God, but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed ! 
It would have been well for him if he had not been born ! ” 


Words thus general only increased the pain and emotion 
of all. At last, Peter, not venturing to ask directly who it 
could be, but conscious of his own integrity, beckoned to 
John, who lay next our Lord, to ask Him who could be so 
base. “ It is he,” whispered Jesus, “ who is just about 
to dip the bitter herbs into this charoseth with me, and to 
whom I shall give some of it presently.” 0 

He then dipped the piece of bread into the charoseth, and 
handed it to Judas. “ Is it I ? ” asked the guilty man, con- 


1 Ps. xli. 9. 8 John xiv. 10, 20; xiii. 20. 
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science-stricken, and yet unmelted. He had not heard the 
words of John, but his guilty soul could not help stammering 
out the question, in a vain attempt to keep up the mockery 
of true-heartedness he had acted so long. The awful reply, 
that “it was,” tore away the mask at once, and unveiled 
his heart. That all was known would have overwhelmed 
some in shame and contrition, but it only hardened the 
betrayer. The wild madness of evil was on him for the time. 
He could think only of himself : his fancied wrongs ; his full 
resolve. Satan had entered his soul, and his whole nature 
was bent to the dark ends of the Evil One. It may be that 
the exposure roused him to the heedlessness of despair, as 
when, the arch enemy bade hope farewell, 

“ and, with hope, farewell fear, 

Farewell remorse : all good to me is lost; 

Evil, be thou my good l ” 1 

It was vain for him to seek to hide the workings of his soul 
by an affected outward calm. He had long veiled false¬ 
hood 

“ under saintly show, 

Deep malice to oonceal, couch'd with revenge." 


But the eyes of his Master shone into the depths of his being, 
and saw the tumult of bis worst passions, in their mastery. 
“What you have to do,” said Jesus, “do quickly.” Ho 
could not breathe freely till the miserable man lmd left, and 
besides, He would fain meet the inevitable as soon as might 
be, for the slow advance of a catastrophe is Larder to bear 
than the catastrophe itself. Judas knew the meaning of the 
command at once, and, having received the piece of bread, 
dipped in the charoscth, moodily took it, and silently with¬ 
drew into the outer night. The Eleven were too much con¬ 
fused to realize the end as so near at hand. Betrayal might 


come, but at some future, perhaps distant, time. They only 
fancied, therefore, that Judas had left either to buy what 


might be needed during the week of the feast, or for that 
special night ; or that Jesus had bethought Himself of some 
deed of mercy to the poor, and sent him to carry it out. The 
traitor gone, Christ felt free to speak, and, as if relieved of a 
load, broke out into a joyful anticipation of His fast-coming 
triumph. In the near vision of the Cross, HiB work seemed 
already finished; 8 His glory, as Conqueror of Death and 
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Hell, and Redeemer of Mankind, attained, and that of God 
the Father illustrated. 

“Xow,” said He, in effect, “the Son of man is already 
glorified. All things are hastening to His triumph, and, in 
that triumph, God Himself will also be glorified, for it is 
His work which I shall presently complete. And if God be 
thus glorified in my death for the salvation of man, He will 
assuredly crown me with His own heavenly glory, when I 
return to Him ; the glory that I had with Him, before I came 
to earth to become man, and that even now is close at hand, 
through my death, which will usher me into it. The betrayer 
has gone to accomplish it! 1 

“ My children, for I call you so in love, I shall be only 
a little while longer with you, and you will feel the want of 
my presence, and wish for me; but, as I once said to my 
enemies, I shall be where you cannot follow and find me. 
For a parting word, let me give you a last command—my 
very last; a new command, to be kept, so much the more 
that, henceforth, ye love each other because I have loved 
you all, and because you all love me. I have often, before, 
told you to be like God by your loving all men, but I now tell 
you to do so for the love I bear to you, and for that which 
you bear to me. You must, henceforth, be known as members 
of my kingdom, by the love you show to each other. And 
the love you have, as brethren, must be such, and as great, 
as mine has been towards you all.” 

As He thus spoke, Peter still dwelt, in his thoughts, on 
the sad words which seemed to foreshadow a lasting separa¬ 
tion between him and his Master. “Lord,” said he, in his 
bold, impetuous way, “ You speak of going away; pray tell 

Will you leave us and go to 
a place,” replied Jesus, “ where 


cr ? 


us whither you are gom Q 

“ I go to 


the Gentiles ? 


you cannot follow me at present, however willing you may 
be to do so. Yet, do not fear. We shall not be separated 
for ever. You will, one day, follow me, in the same way, 
and then you will come to me.” Peter’s heart could not 
be silent. “ I shall be glad to come to Thee, Lord,” said he, 
“ even after a time, but why can I not go with Thee now ? 


Thou knowest me. I am ready to lay down my life for 
Thee.” 

“ Do you think so ? ” replied Jesus, with a look full of 
friendship, and yet ako of earnest sadness. 2 “ You little 

1 John xvii. 5. 
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know your own heart. All of yon will forsake me, and leave 
me to my enemies, this very night, as Zechariah, the prophet, 
has foretold—‘ I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of 
the flock will be scattered abroad.’ 1 But be not cast down 


with too much sorrow. After I have risen from the dead, 
I will go into Galilee, and gather you round me once more.” 
The idea of forsaking his Master, whom he loved so dearly, 
was too inconceivable, however, to Peter, in the self con¬ 
fidence of his affection, to allow him to accept it as possible. 
“ Other men may, perhaps, be offended on account of Thee, 
Lord,” said he, “ but if all the world were to be so, there is 


no fear of my failing. I, at any rate, will never leave Thee.” 

“ Simon, Simon,” replied Jesus, using the old name by 
which he had known him long ago, “ take "care. Self-con¬ 
fidence will be your undoing. Satan has seen it, and has 
sought to get God to give you and your fellow-disciples over 
into his power, as he once did Job, to sift you as wheat is 
sifted. He would fain have it that your professions are only 
chaff, and he will shake and test you by temptations, dangers, 
and troubles, to try to make you turn against me, and thus 
prove that it is so. But I am mightier than your enemy, 
and I have prayed for you 2 that, though you fall, you may 
rise again, and that your faith in me may notT give way 
altogether and separate you entirely from me. Though you 
will assuredly fall, yet you will repent, and when you have 
done so, see that you strengthen the faith of your fellow- 
disciples, and become their helper, to support and confirm 
them, if they, like you, waver.” 

Peter was sorely distressed at such words. Conscious of 
his honest love and fidelity, it seemed as if Jesus doubted 
both. His warm Galilcean heart was full. He felt as if his 


Master spoke of his acting in a way of which he could not 
believe himself capable. “ Lord,” said he, “ I care not what 
happens to Thee. I am ready to go with Thee to prison, or 
to die with Thee, but I will never leave Thee, nor be untrue 
to Thee.” “ Do you think so, Peter ? ” replied Jesus, with a 
voice full of tenderness ; “ I tell you that this very night, 
before the cock crow the second time, you will thrice deny 
that you know me.” “ If 1 were to die for it,” answered the 
Apostle, “ no one will ever hear me deny Thee.” “ I can say 
the same," added all the other Apostles. 

There was now a pause for a short time in the conversation. 
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Presently Jesus re-commenced it. “ You may wonder at my 
speaking as I have done to-night,” said He, “but there are 
srood grounds for it. 1 Your circumstances will be entirely 
different, henceforth, from what they have been m the past. 
A time of care and struggle lies before you. When I sent 
you to travel through the country, preaching the Kingdom, 
and you had neither purse, nor bag’ for food, nor sandals 
did you miss any of these, or want for anything' P ” “ Nothing, 
Lord,” said the Eleven. “ It will be very different now,” 
replied Jesus. “Whoever has money, let him take it, and 
let him take provisions for the way, as well; and let him that 
has no sword sell his coat to buy one, to defend himself. 
He who has money and provisions can help himself on by 
them in his journeys, but he who has' none will need to 
ask hospitality, and, as he will too seldom receive it, let 
him, at least, have the means of protection. I speak in a 
figure, for I do not really mean you to fight, or to carry or 
use a sword, but I wish to impress on you how hostile the 
world will henceforth be to you, as you go on your journeys 
as my Apostles ; and what earnest energy and struggle will be 
needful, on your part, while you are thus carrying the news 
of the Kingdom through the world. For I tell you, solemnly, 
that the words of Isaiah, ‘ And He was reckoned among 
transgressors,’ must be fulfilled in me, for that which has 
been written of me in Scripture is about to be accom¬ 


>; 


2 


plished. 

The disciples, always ready to understand in the most 
material sense whatever they heard, had failed to catch the 
real meaning of Jesus in his reference to the sword. They 
fancied that He wished them to provide weapons to resist 

We have two swords,” said one of 


approaching danger. 


U 


them. “ That will do,” replied Jesus, gently avoiding further 


a 


explanation. “ You will not need more than the two, 
touch of sad irony which sufficed to show, even then, that He 
had thought of something very different as their defence than 
the purchase of arms ; for how were the nine, who had no 
swords at all, to protect themselves, when scattered on the 
apostolic journeys of which He had spoken ? 

The evening was now somewhat advanced, according to 
Eastern notions, but the Passover meal, in its different rites, 
could not be hurried. Though we cannot tell how far the 
usual customs were followed by Jesus, the feast began thus 
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in other circles. 1 A cup of red wine, mingled with a fourth 
part of water, to make it a pleasant and temperate drink, 
was filled by one of the company, and given to the head 
of the family, who took it in his right hand as lie rested 
on the conch, on his left side and arm, and thanked God 
in the words—“ Blessed be Thou, O Lord our God, Thou 
King of the world, who createdst the fruit of the vine." 
He then tasted the cup, and passed it round. Thanks 
for the institution of the washing of hands followed, and 
then the washing itself, which was merely formal. “ Bitter ” 
herbs, such as endives, lettuce, and the like, were next 
set on the table, to represent the hard life of Egypt. Thanks 
were given for them also, and then they were passed round 
and eaten, after dipping them in a mixture of salt and 
vinegar. The unleavened bread—the bread of affliction— 
which gave one of its names to the feast, followed next, and 
then the bowl of charoseth and the Passover lamb. After 
this, the head of the company once more gave thanks to 
Him “ who created the fruit of the earth,” and the bitter 
herbs were dipped by each in the charoseth, and a piece 
of it, “ the size of an olive,” eaten with them by all. A 
second single cup of wine mingled with water, was now 
poured out, discourse on the lessons of the feast was held, 
and then the hundred and thirteenth and hundred and 
fourteenth Psalms, part of the Hallel, were sung. Another 
short thanksgiving followed, and the cup was once more 
passed round and tasted. 

The household father now washed his hands agnin, and 
then took tw r o of the unleavened cakes, and breaking one 
of them across, laid the pieces on the other, and pronounced 
a thanksgiving—“ Blessed be He who makes bread to grow 
from the earth,” wrapped some bitter herbs round a piece 
of the broken bread, dipped it in the charoseth, ate it, after 
another special thanksgiving, and, with it, a part of the 
lamb ; the others following his example. The supper had 
only now properly begun. Each ate and drank at his will ; 
all, alike, in the patriarchal way of the East, lifting what 
they chose from the common dish, with their fingers. A 
third cup of w T ine, passed round, marked the close of the 
feast as a religious solemnity. 

The meal had advanced thus far, and was now virtually 

1 Matt. xxvi. 26-29. Mark xiv. 22-26. Luke xxii. 19, 20. 1 Cor. xi. 

28-25. 



447 


THE LORD’S SUPPER. 

finished, when the warning had been given of the approach¬ 
ing denial of their Master by Peter, and the weak-minded 
desertion of the Eleven. The solemn words, foretelling the 
dangers and trials before them, had been added, when Jesns, 
now in the bosom of the little band, nearest and dearest to 
Him on earth—His companions through the past years, since 
His public work began—introduced by an act befitting, in 
its simplicity, a spiritual religion like His, the institution 
which, henceforth, should supersede in His kingdom on 
earth the feast they had ended. Homage had been paid for 
the last time, as in farewell, to the Past; they were, here¬ 
after, to honour the new Symbol of the Future. 

He was about to leave them, and, as yet, they had no rite, 
however simple, to form a centre round which they might 
permanently gather. Some emblem was needed, by which 
they might, hereafter, be distinguished; some common bond, 
which should outwardly link them to each other, and to 
their common Master. The Passover had been the symbol 
of the theocracy of the past, and had given the people of 
God an outward, ever-recurring remembrance of their re¬ 
lations to each other and to their invisible King. As the 
founder of the New Israel, Jesus would now institute a 
special rite for its* members, in all ages and countries. The 
Old Covenant of God with the Jew had found its vivid 
embodiment in the yearly festivity He had that night, for 
the last time, observed. The New Covenant must, hence¬ 
forth, have an outward embodiment also ; more spiritual, as 
became it, but equally vivid. 

Nothing could have been more touching and beautiful in 
its simplicity than the symbol now introduced. The Third 
Cup was known as “ the cup of blessing,” and had marked' the 
close of the meal, held to do honour to the economy that was 
passing away. The bread had been handed round with the 
words, “ This is the bread of affliction ; ” and the flesh of the 
lamb had been distributed with the words, “ This is the body 
of the Passover.” 1 The feast of the ancient people of God 
having been honoured h J these striking utterances, 2 — 
Jesus took one of the loaves or cakes before Him, gave 
thanks, broke it, and handed it to the Apostles with words, 
the repetition, almost exactly, of those they had heard a 
moment before—“ Take, eat; this is my body, which is 
given for you; this do in remembrance of me.” Then, 
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taking the cap, which had been filled for the fourth and 

last handing round, He gave thanks to God once more, and 

passed it to the circle, with the words, “ Drink ye all of it, 

for this cup is the New Covenant ” presently to be made “ in 

my blood; ” instead of the covenant made also in blood, by 

God, with your fathers; “ it is,” in abiding symbol, “ my 

blood of the Covenant” of my Father, with the New Israel, 

“ which is shed for you and for many for the remission 

of sins. This do, as often as ye drink, in remembrance of 
Me,” 1 

For Himself, He declined to taste it. “ I will not drink, 
henceforth,” said He, “of the fruit of the vine—for it was 
still only wine—till that day, when, at the end of all things, 
the Kingdom of God, which I have founded, shall finally 
triumph, and my followers be gathered to the great heavenly 
feast. Then, I shall drink it new with you and them.” 

Such, and so simple, was the new rito of the Spiritual 
Theocracy. To those around Him at its institution, there 
could be no doubt of its meaning and nature, for it was, even 
in words, a counterpart of that which He had superseded 
with a purer and more spiritual form. The cup, He told 
them, was a symbol of the New Covenant, under which, as 
His followers, they had come; in distinction from that 
which they had left, for His sake. It was to be a memorial 
of Him, and a constant recognition of their faith in the 
virtue of His atoning death—that death, whose shed blood 
was the seal of this New Covenant between the subjects of 
His kingdom, and God, His Father. It symbolized beforo 
all ages, to the New Israel, the cardinal virtue of His death. 
The Apostles could have had no simpler or more unmistak¬ 
able intimation that as the blood of the Passover lamb 
redeemed the people of God, of old, from the sword of the 
angel of wrath, His blood would be a ransom for man from 
far deadlier peril. A covenant, to them, implied a sacrifice, 
and His blood, as the New Covenant, was therefore sacri¬ 
ficial ; the blood of a Covenant which pledged His followers 
to faith and duty; the blood of a new paschal lamb, with 
whioh His disciples must, in figure, be sprinkled, that the 
destroying angel might pass over them, in the day of judg¬ 
ment. The custom of the nation to use a common meal as 
the special occasion of religious fellowship, made the new 
institntion easy and natural to the Apostles, and the constant 
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employment of symbols in tlieir hereditary religion prevented 
their misconceiving: the meaning: of the one now introduced 

O “ 

for the first time. They saw in it an abiding memorial of 
their Lord; a vivid enforcement of their dependence on the 
merits of His death, as a sacrifice for tKeir salvation; the 
need of intimate spiritual communion with Him as the bread 
of life, and the bond of the new brotherhood He had estab¬ 
lished. The joint commemoration of His broken body and 
shed blood was, henceforth, to distinguish the assemblies of 
His followers from the world at large. Excepting baptism, 
it was the one outward form in the Society established by 
their Master. 

From a rite thus simple, doctrines have been developed by 
theological zeal and heated fancy, which would have alike 
startled and shocked those who first partook of it. It has 
been forgotten how Jesus, Himself, in answer to the cavil, 
“ How can He give us His flesh to eat ? ” repudiated the 
literalism which caught at sound, and missed the sense. 
“My flesh—my bodily person,” said He, “ profiteth nothing 
towards procuring eternal life ; to talk of eating it to gain 
that life is unworthy trifling:; it is the Spirit who quickens 
the soul to a new, immortal, and heavenly existence, and 
that Spirit acts through the words of sacred truth which I 
speak to you. They are spirit, and they are life.” 1 
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THE FAREWELL. 


I ERUSALEM was the brightest and happiest of cities on 
^ this Passover night. 1 But though the hum of universal 
rejoicing rose on every side, there was only sadness in the 
little band round Jesus. One of their number had proved 
a traitor, and their Lender had told them, once more, that 
He would very soon leave them. They were sore at heart 
from shame at the baseness of Iscariot, at the dread 
of losing a Master they passionately loved, and at the 
utter miscarriage of all their half-worldly, half-religious 
expectations of earthly glory. Christ had instituted a rite 
to mark them as apart from all other men, but it looked 
as if there would be little use for it, in the apparently near 
overthrow of His infant Kingdom. 

As they reclined, sad and silent, Jesus read their thoughts, 
and began to cheer them, by turning their minds from the 
gloomy present to the glorious future. 

“ Let not your hearts be troubled with care nnd anxiety 
in such a way,” said He; “ believe in God, and in me, His 
Son, who speak in His name, and let that faith lead you to 
trust confidently that the promises made yon will be fulfilled. 
I have, indeed, told you that I must go to my Father, but I 
have told you, also, that I will return. Tou have, assuredly, 
nothing to expect on earth except trial, but your rewal'd in 
the world to come may well raise you above all sorrow on 
that account. In heaven, my Father’s house, are many 
mansions ; you need not fear that everlasting habitations in 
glory will fail you. If it were not so, I would have told 
you, for I never deceive you. Nay, more, I am your fore¬ 
runner thither. If I go away, it is to prepare a place for 
you. I am your friend, going home before yon, to get all 
ready for your glad reception when you follow me. 

“Nor is this all j I will return to fetch you to my heavenly 
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home, that where I am, you may be also, for ever. If you 
remember what I have said iu the past, you will know not 


only whither I am going, but, since it is I who prepare a 
place for you above, and I, and no other, who will come to 
lead you thither, you must also know the way.” 

He alluded to His spiritual return, at the blissful death of 
His servants, to guide them to Himself, above, and Ho had 
told them, not long before, that He was the door of the 
great fold, and that if any man entered by Him, he would be 
saved . 1 But this, like so much else, had been misunderstood 


and forgotten. 

A full and satisfying answer to the question of Peter , 2 lay 
in these words. But it was not enough to calm the fears 

o 

and doubts in the minds of the Apostles. They still clung 
fondly to their earthly hopes of the Messiah’s Kingdom, and 
though they, perhaps, realized the near departure of their 
Master, they had not, even yet, come to comprehend that it 
meant His death. Hence His figurative language remained 
so dark to them, that Thomas, constitutionally given as he 
w’as, to seek clearness and certainty, interrupted Him with a 
reverent freedom 3 — 


“ Lord, we do not, as yet, know whither Thou art going, 
and how can we know the way in which to follow Thee ? ” 
The questioner wished to find out the way by learning the 
goal; but Christ, in His answer, pointed him to the way as 
revealing all else. 

“ I myself, and no other, am the Way,” said He, “ because 
no one comes to the Father, in His heavenly glory, but 
through me. I am the true Way, for I speak only the truth 
given me from above, to make known; the way to life, for 
He who believes in me shall live by me, and shall have ever¬ 
lasting life, and I shall raise Him up at the last day. If ye 
have known me—the Way—ye will know whither I am 
going—to my Father—for, since he who sees the Son sees 
the Father also, you know Him from this time, and have 
seen Him, in seeing me. I am the Way, because no one can 
reach my Father’s presence but through faith in me as the 
Saviour; the Truth, because I am the self-revelation of God ; 
the Light, come into the world, without following which no 
one can gain salvation ; the Life, because I am the source 
and spring of eternal life, so that he who does not receive 
me into his heart, by faith, is already condemned.” 
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Philip had listened, 1 but could not understand. He could 
ouly think that Jesus, in speaking of seeing the Father, 
alluded to some mysterious appearance of Jehovah, for the 
purpose of founding the earthly kingdom of the Messiah. 
With a childlike simplicity, therefore, he asked, turning to 
Christ—“ Lord, show us the Father, and all our wishes will 
be satisfied.” 

No one who had thought over the words, “ If ye lmvo 
known me, ye have know r n my Father also,” and had 
understood them, could have asked such a question. It 
marked an amazing want of intelligent appreciation of the 
teaching of our Lord, and of His mode of speech. Hence, 
the answer of Christ sounds almost sad. “ Have I been so 
long with you, and do you know so little of me, Philip ? If 
you really knew me, you would not ask me to show you the 
Father. He cannot be shown to the natural sierht. But he 

o 

who sees me, and rightly understands whom I am, knows the 
Father, in thus knowing me. Such an one realizes that 
in me the highest possible revelation of God has appeared, 
and has no wish to have any higher, or other, outward 
and material manifestation of Him. You speak as if you 
did not believe that I am in the Father and the Father 
in me, and that hence, as I said, he who sees me sees the 
Father also. The proof that it is so, is in my words, for 
they are not my own, but His. If you doubt this, you do 
not need to believe merely because I say so; believe it on 
the proof of the works that I do, for it is not I who do 
them, but the Father. Put away your gross earthly ideas. 
What I mean is, that the Father is revealed by the Son, as 
His image and likeness, but only in a spiritual sense, to the 
eye of faith and of the soul.” 

Jesus now turned to the Apostles at large, and resumed 
His discourse at the point He had reached, when, first, 
Thomas, and then Philip, had broken in with their questions. 3 

“ I have promised you eternal life,” said He, “ if you trust 
me and my Father. Let me- do more, that you may be 
cheered and supported in your future labours for my King¬ 
dom. I tell you, with all solemnity, that if you have this 
true faith in me, and love towards me, you will have the 
power to do just such wonderful works as I have done, and 
even greater, for I am going to my Father, to be raised to all 
power in heaven and earth; so that you may feci sure that 
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your prayers, as my Apostles, offered in my name for the 
advancement of my Kingdom, will be heard and answered, 
in aU their fulness. You will receive power from above to 
overcome the world by your labours as my Apostles ; to 
spread the Gospel among all nations, and to triumph over all 
Jewish and Gentile opposition. I mean this when I speak 
of your doing greater works than my outward miracles on 
one here and one there. It is I who will give you this 
power, for I am in my Father, and my Father is in me, and 
He works through me, and I shall give it that my Father 
may be glorified by my triumph ; for His glory is the great 
end of my work, now and hereafter. So mighty, indeed, 
will be your prayers in my name, as my Apostles, that I 
will do not only what you ask, for the spread of my King¬ 
dom, but I will do it whenever, and as often as ever, you 
ask it. 

“ But if you desire that so great an honour should be 
granted you, that I should hear and answer all your prayers, 
you must, above all things, keep my commandments, for by 
doing so you best show your love for me. 

“ I know you feel sad at the thought of losing my pre¬ 
sence and help, and wonder who will stand by you and aid 
you when I am gone. Be not afraid. I will not leave you 
alone, bat will see that my place be supplied, so that you 
want for nothing . 1 For I will ask the Father, and He will 
give you another Helper and Counsellor, who will not leave 
you, as I must now do, but will abide with you for ever— 
protecting, helping, strengthening you, in all your needs ; the 
Spirit of Truth, who imparts the Divine Truth to the hearts 
of men, leads them to know it, and quickens them to all 
spiritual power. The unbelieving world cannot receive Him, 
because they have not the inward sight—the spiritual sym¬ 
pathy—to know Him, and He is not visible to the outward 
sense. But they cannot comprehend, and will not receive, 
anything that is not material and apparent to the bodily eye. 
You, however, who believe in me, will know Him, for He 
will remain with you, and will be in you, and your own 
experience will make you feel that He is so. 

“ Nor is this all, my dear ones. I will not leave you like 
orphans ; 2 as if I, your spiritual Father, had gone from you 
for ever. Not only will you have the Spirit of Truth with 
you, but I, myself, will shortly return to you. In a very little 
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while longer the world will see me no more, but you will see 
me, though not bodily present. You will see me in spirit, 
and feel that I commune with you and work in you, through 
the Spirit, whom I will send. I shall be alive, though un¬ 
seen, for I will rise from the dead and live for evermore, and 
will make you partakers of my heavenly and deathless life. 
By this higher spiritual life ye shall know, in that day, when, 
by the gift of my Spirit, I come to you in power, that I am 
in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.* When I come, 
finally, in outward glory, at the last day, as I have told you 
already, you will have no more doubts or fears, as you now 
have in this time of my lowliness and humiliation. You 
will then know, when you see me descend in heavenly 
majesty—as you shall have already felt when I come, very 
soon, by the Spirit—that my words are true; that lam 
indeed in my Father, and you in me, and I in you; that we 
are for ever inseparably one with the Father, and w r ith each 
other.* 

“ But only he who has my commandments in his heart, and 
practises them in his life, truly loves me, and will be loved 
by my Father and by me. To him will I reveal my presence 
in His soul, by the Spirit through whom I commune with 
Him.” 

Here Judas Thaddeus, “ the brave,” the son of an unknown 
James, interrupted the discourse by a reverent question. 3 
With the simple literal ideas of his age and nation, he could 
not understand what Jesus had said about manifesting Him¬ 
self only to individual believers, and not to all men. He 
still expected a visible appearance of Christ, in glory, ns the 
Messiah, to judge the unbelieving world, and set up His own 
Kingdom. “ What has happened, Lord P ” asked he, “ to 
make Thee determine to show Thyself as the Messiah only 
to us, and not to the world at large ? How* comes it P ” 

“ The reason,” replied Jesus, “ is, that the world, so long 
as it does not believe in me and love me, is neither morally 
capable of receiving such a manifestation of me, as I mean— 
a spiritual communion with the soul—nor worthy of it. 
Only believing and faithful hearts can become, or desire to 
become, the abode of my Father or of myself, so that We 
may live in that loving fellowship with them which reveals 
Us to them. I do not speak of such an outward and visible 
dwelling with men as when the Divine glory rested between 

* John xiv. 10. * John xiv. 20. • John xiv. 22. 



PEACE BE WITH YOU ! 


455 


the cherubim, or over the Tabernacle ; but an unseen abode, 
by the Holy Spirit, in the soul as in a Temple. Only he 
who loves me, and, loving me, keeps my commandments, can 
have this honour and blessedness . 1 Such an one my Father 
as well as I will love, and we will come to him and make 
our abode with him. He who does not love me will not 


keep my commandments. I call my commandments mine, 
but, in reality, they are those of my Father who sent me . 3 
With such an one, therefore, as rejects God’s words and does 
not obey them, the Father and I cannot make our abode, and 
thus I cannot manifest myself in this spiritual way, of which 
alone I speak at this moment, except to individual souls.” 

There was now a short pause; but, after a time, Jesus 
began again. Glancing back at all He had said to them 
during the evening, and knowing that much of it must be 
dark and enigmatical to their simple minds, He lovingly 
cheered them by some further kind words. 

“ I have said these things to you while I am still with you, 
but I know that you hardly understand some of my sayings, 
and that you will necessarily forget others. The Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, at my request, to be 
your heavenly Friend and Helper, will, however, throw light 
on every point, and bring to your vivid remembrance all that 
I have now told you ; giving you a fuller and wider under¬ 
standing of the truths I have only briefly opened. 

“ Fear not, my beloved ones, all will be well with you,” 
added He, for they v r ere sorely troubled. “You know how 
you wish vour friends, ‘ Peace’ when you part from them. 
My farewell greeting is ‘ Peace be with you ’—the peace of 
reconciliation to God, and of eternal salvation in my Kingdom, 
which I have gained for you as your Saviour. My peace, 
coming from me and by me, I leave you ; for it will be won 
for you, as an undying gift, by my death, now so near. This 
gift, my peace, is of a wholly different kind from that which 
men wish each other in their farewells—mere earthly joy 
and prosperity, which leave the soul unblessed. My peace 
carries with it lasting good and true unfading happiness, for 
it is that of the soul. 


“ As I began, therefore, I shall end: Let not your heart 
be troubled, neither let it be afraid, now or hereafter. Why 
should it be either ? Instead of sadness you ought to 
feel joy, :i for I have told you that, though I go away now, I 
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shall come to you again. Indeed, if yon love me, as I know 
yon. do, you will be glad to hear me say that I am going back 
to my Father; for here my Father has used my human w’eak* 
ness to speak His words and do His works, for the salvation 
of man. The mortal nature I now wear has been His feeblo 
and indirect instrument. But w r hen I return to Him, m: 

f i< 

Kingdom will be under His direct power. My work, thence¬ 
forth, will rest alone and directly in His hand, and He will 
complete by His mighty power, through His Spirit, what I 
have begun on earth ; without human limitation, such as has 
been inevitable while He wrought through me as the Son 
of man, a man like yourselves. He, working with His 
Almighty power, directly, through His Spirit, is greater, us 
a help to my Kingdom, than I can be while I act for Him 
through this dying body. 

“ I have told you now, while I am still with you, that I 
shall presently leave you, to prevent your faith from being 
shaken when I am gone . 1 The hour of my departure ap¬ 
proaches ; I shall not apeak much with you after this. For 
the Prince of this World—the evil one—is already coming 
against me. But fear not, he has no power over me . 2 There 
is nothing in my soul which he can assail; no sin by which 
he can claim me as his. Nor do I need to yield to him in 
anything, for I could, if I chose, avoid the death with which 
he threatens me. But, that the world may know my love to 
the Father, and that I do what He has appointed for me as 
His will, though it be to die, let us riso from the table, and 
go forth to meet the powers of darkness, before whom, 
according to the counsels of God, I shall fall.” 

The whole company hereupon rose and prepared to leave 
the room.® But Jesus, full of thoughts which Ho longed, 
even yet, to utter, before His ever nearer separation, stood, 
as it were, fixed to the spot by His love to them, and once 
more began to speak . 4 He could not bring Himself to break 
up this last communion He should have with them.* 

He began by the well-known and beautiful comparison of 
Himself and the Apostles to a vine and its brunches . 6 Per¬ 
haps the thought rose from the sight of the wine-cup on Che 
table and its recent use at the evening’s feast, or perhaps 
the honse stood amidst vines, and branches may have been 
trained round the window, or the vineyard itself may have 
lain below in the bright moonlight. 
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“ This vine with its branches and fruit,” said He, pointing 
to the wine-cnp, or to the vines outside, “ is a type, in its 
earthly and visible way, of a heavenly and Divine truth. I 
am the true vine, ye are the branches, and my Father is the 
husbandman. He sent me into the world; 'He has given me 
such faithful souls as you, and joined you with me, in living 
fellowship and communion; He has tended the growth of 
the truth in the past, for it is He who has been working 
through me, and He will continue to do so by His Holy 
Spirit after I leave you. 

“ As in the natural vine there are fruitful and unfruitful 


branches, so, in my fellowship, there are some who bear fruit 
both in word and in act, and some who do not. Only those 
who are pure gnd sincere—those who truly love me and keep 
my commands—have the abiding communion with me from 
which such fruitfulness springs ; for, as the careful husband¬ 
man cuts off the unfruitful branch, and cleans away with his 


pruning-knife all that would hinder the full fruitfulness of 
the good one, so does my Father with my disciples. 

“ But be ye comforted . 1 You have been pruned and made 
clean by your loving and obedient reception of the truths 
I have told you, and by the discipline through which you 
have passed. Dismiss anxious care! You will not be cut 
off as unfruitful branches. My Father will make you still 
more fruitful ; will cleanse away all that hinders your 
progress in grace, and will perfect you in the end. But, to 
secure this growing fruitfulness, you must cherish fondly 
your communion with me; grafted into me, as the branches 
into the stem of the vine. If you do so, I will not separate 


myself from yon, any more than the vine tears itself from 
its branches, but will strengthen you by my spiritual aid. 
As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself if it do not abide 


in the vine, you cannot bring forth good fruit 2 except ye 
abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches ; 3 the 
living power to bear fruit comes only from me. But if you 
abide in me, you will bear much fruit. All true work as 
my disciples—all spiritual life—comes only from fellowship 
with me, fellowship, each in the other, close as that of the 
vine and its branches ; .for apart from me ye can do nothing. 
As unfruitful branches are cut off by the husbandman, and 
cast out of the vineyard and left to dry up, and then gathered 
and cast into the fire and burned, so, those who break away 
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from living union with me will be cut off from me here, 
by my Father; and hence the religions life will wither up in 
them while they live, and at the last day they will suffer the 
judgment of God. 1 But if ye abide in loving, spiritual union 
with me, and hold fast my commandments and keep them, 
you may ask what you will, and it will be done to you, for 
you will then ask in my name only such things ns are in 
keeping with my will. 2 And it is a great, motive for your 
abiding in me, that your doing so glorifies my Father by 
leading to your bearing much fruit, through my answers to 
your prayers. You will further, by this fulfilment of your 
prayers, become truly, and in the strict sense, my disciples, 
for such spiritual fruitfulness is the special mark of my true 
disciples only. 

“ That you may thus continue in living fellowship and 
spiritual union with me, 3 let mo remind you that the unit¬ 
ing bond of this fellowship between me, my Father, and you, 
is love ; and that, on your side, all depends on your showing 
yourselves true and obedient, in this love to me and in tho 

mt 9 

practice of my commands, as I have shown and still show 
myself towards my Father and His commands. As He has 
loved me, I have loved you; see that ye continue hence¬ 
forth to love and obey me, that I may still for ever be 
able to love you. I have spoken thus, that the same joy 
which I have in knowing that I abide in my Father’s love, 4 
may be felt by you, from your knowing that you abide in 
my love, and that this holy joy of soul may increase, more 
and more, to a heavenly fulness,” 

The sound of the word “ love,” so dear to the heart of 
Christ, led Him back to the new commandment 6 He had 
given a few minutes before. That His disciples should love 
one another was the true secret of keeping His command¬ 
ments, and so of retaining their place in His heart., and 
securing the holy joy of soul He desired for them. He now 
defined His requirements more narrowly. They were to 
love each other as He had loved them, and that meant, He 
told them, self-sacrifice, even to death, for their sakes. 

“ You wish, I am sure,” said He, “ to retain my love after 
I leave you, and will strive to keep my commandments that 
you may do so. These commandments are summed up in 
the one which I gave you to-night, already, that ye love one 
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another . 1 I only add, i hat that love must be such as I have 
shown and will presently show’ to you; love so great, that, 
in furtherance of the Divine purpose for your salvation, I 
willingly lay down my life for you. There can be none 
greater between man and man, and this highest example— 
this joyful sacrifice of life itself for each other—must be 
your standard. Nothing less is the ideal I require in my 
New Society. Only the spirit which would not shrink 
from this, makes true and full obedience to my command 
possible, with all the blessings it brings. 

“ If yon thus rise to a love like mine, you will bind me 
to you in closest undying affection ; affection not as from 
master to servant, or teacher to disciple, but as of friend 
to friend. If, by having this love, you do the things I com¬ 
mand you, I shall call you my friends, my loved and trusted 
ones ; for doing is the only proof I accept of loving. I know, 
indeed, that you will, and therefore, henceforth, I call you 
no longer mere servants, as in the past, but trusted friends . 2 
For the servant obeys without knowing* his lord’s thoughts 
and plans, but you have been told all I have heard from my 
Father, so far as you are able to hear and understand it; 
told it, not as mere servants and messengers, the blind 
instruments of my will, but in the fulness of loving con¬ 
fidence, as sharers of my inmost thoughts and heart. 

“ But great though the honour be I thus give you, never 
forget that you have not, like the disciples of the Rabbis, 
with him whom they follow, chosen me for your teacher , 8 
master, and friend. On the contrary, I chose you, not for 
mere idle friendship, but that I might appoint you to g‘o 
forth as my disciples, and work in spreading my Kingdom, 
and bear fruit in winning men to the truth ; fruit that 
would remain for ever, both for yourselves and for those 
you led to the light. Thus you owe all to me ; your first- 
discipleship, no less than the friendship to which I have now 
advanced you ; and also that amazing honour I have pro¬ 
mised you, that so long as you keep my commands, the 
Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. How 
much fruit may ye not bear with this heavenly help, and 
how great the reward before God when ye have borne it! 

“ Once more, never forget that without true brotherly 
love all your labour is valueless, for the spirit that prompts 
your acts or words alone gives them worth. 
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“ Wonder not that I enforce this call to mntnal love 


Let 


it reign within my New Society, 1 for, outside, you will havo 


only hatred. 


But let me comfort you by the thought that, 


as yon know, it has hated me first. 


To be hated by it, is 


only to share my lot. And let it still more console you, to 
remember that this very hatred by the unbelieving world, is 
a proof that you no longer belong to it. If you belonged to 
it, it would love its own, for like loves like. It hates you, 
because I have chosen you out of it, and made you mine. 
To be hated of the ungodly is a testimony to your worth, 
as to be loved by them would be to your discredit. How 
ought this to cheer you in all your future trials ! 

“ Remember what I said to you to-night, 2 already, ‘ A 


servant is not greater than his lord.’ 


If they have per¬ 


secuted me, as you know they have, they will also persecute 
you; if they have received my teaching, as you know they 


have not, they will receive yours as little. 


They will hate 


you and persecute you, because you come in my name, con¬ 


fessing me as the Messiah and Saviour 
Him who sent me. 


for they know not 


“ This hatred of my name has no excuse, for I have dwelt 
among men, and taught them the truth, 3 and have done 
works among them which no other prophet or messenger 
of God has done; works which should have made them 
feel that God had sent me, for they were such as Israel itself 
had agreed to accept as proof of the presence of the Messiah, 
and they showed that my teaching was His Divine word to 
them. But though they have both heard my teaching, and 
seen my mighty works, they have not believed. They have, 
thus, I repeat, no excuse. Nor is their hatred of my Name, 
hatred of me alone ; it is hatred of God, my Father, no 
less ; for my words and works, which they hate and reject, 
are not mine, but His. 4 And as these words and works aro 
thus the self-revelation of my Father—as He thus, by 
them, had made Himself visible in me, so far as the invisible 
God can do so—their hatred of me involves the awful 
wickedness of a hatred of the Eternal Father. Yet this 


hatred of me by the nnbelieving world is not a mere ac¬ 
cident or chance, but was foreseen by God and spoken of in 
ancient prophecy, as you read: * They ho,ted me without a 
oause.’ 5 
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4< You may, however, say in your hearts, £ If they have 
persecuted Thee, and have not kept Thy word j if, after 
having been taught, and having seen such things, they 
would not receive them; if they have hated Thee, and 
Thy Father, and if we are to find the same treatment, what 
good is there in sending us to them?’ Let me encourage 
you, and dissipate such thoughts. For when the Helper 
comes, whom I shall send unto you from the Father—the 
Spirit of Truth, who goes forth from the Father, and 
therefore is able to help you in all your needs—He will 
bear witness of me in your souls ; teaching you more deeply 
concerning me, and glorifying me to you in doing so, that 
you may be able to make right and effective use, in your 
witness before men, of all you have seen and heard while 
with me, from the beginning of my public work as the 
Messiah. 

“ I have told you these things about the hatred the world 
will show you for my sake, that you may be prepared for 
it , 1 and not stumble, or be offended on account of it; but 
may meet it with so much the more earnest zeal and fidelity. 
As I have often said, they will put you out of the syna¬ 
gogues ; 2 but this, hard though it be in its consequences, 
is not the worst their fanatical hatred will do. You know 


how the Rabbis teach, that ‘ he who sheds the blood of the 
wdeked is as if he offered sacrifice .’ 3 4 They will act on this 
principle towards you ; for the hour comes when every one 
who kills you will think your blood is an acceptable sacrifice 
offered to God. Hor will the heathen treat you better. 
Israel knows neither the Father nor me ; and this wilful 


ignorance of Divine things makes them act thus. I tell you 
all this, that, when these times of persecution come, you 
may be strengthened in your faith in me, and in your 
patient endurance of suffering for my sake. I did not speak 
of these things till now, because they were still distant when 


you first followed me, and because they might then have 
frightened you away from me. Besides, as long as I live, 
the hatred of men will be directed against me, not against 


yon. 

It is hard for even the best to rise superior to what is 
present or near, by thinking of the distant or future. The 


” 4 
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Eleven were thoroughly cast down and dispirited, and stood 
silent, unable to break the stillness, even by a few of those 
questions which the disciples of Jewish teachers were in the 
habit of putting to their masters. The lofty promises of 
Jesus would one day strengthen their faithful souls ; but, for 
the time, they had no ear for them. As He spoke, lie saw 
this, and gently reproved it. 

“ Now that I am on the point of returning to my Father,” 
said He, “ why are you so wholly engrossed in sadness, that 
while friends are always wont to ask often from one about 
to leave them, 1 4 where He is going,’ you have not been 
eager to do so in my case P ” He wished them to inquii-e 
more closely about His going away, for it seemed as if His 
disciples had not fully understood His previous words, else 
they could not be so dejected. 

“ You forget the consolation I have given you, and dwell 
only on my near leaving, and the troubles to come after 
it. But I tell you the truth, when I say that it is better for 
you that I go away. For if I were not to do so, your great 
Helper would not come to you; but, if I go away, I will send 
Him to you.” 

The history of the Church, after the ascension of Jesus 
and the effusion of the Holy Spirit, explains and contirms 
these words. Only the once Crucified but now Risen One, 
the glorified Son of God, sitting at the right hand of the 
Father, could have been proclaimed by the Apostles as the 
Lord of a new, eternal, and spiritual kingdom of heaven. 
Only the Conqueror of Death, the Son of God, who had 
returned triumphant to the glory of the Father, could have 
been announced to the world as the Righteous One, the 
Victor over the Prince of this World, as He not to believe 
in whom was sin. 2 

Jesus continued : “ You will have to strive, even to blood, 
with the opposition of the unbelieving world, and their 
evil opinion of me; against their illusion that they are 
doing right in their unbelief and in their persecution of my 
servants ; and against their trust in the invincible power of 
wicked men, and of the prince of darkness. All these you 
must resist and overcome. But human eloquence is far too 
weak for this great task. Without assistance and help from 
above, you will never be able to convince men of their sin 
and error, or to drive out the reign of evil. But when your 
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ness 


Heavenly Helper has come, He will, through you, show the 
world their sin in not believing in me, and in persecuting' you, 
my servants. He will also convince them of my righteous- 

—that is, that 1 am not unrighteous and sinful, as they 
suppose, 1 but that my righteousness and innocence have 
been shown by my not shrinking even from the death of the 
Cross in the fulfilment of my great work ; by my rising from 
the grave, and thereby proving that my death was a volun¬ 
tary act of love to man, and by my returning to my Father, 
which will show that I am His Son, sent by Him as the 
Messiah. Thus it will be seen that my cause is righteous, 
and that I am the righteous and holy One of God. He will, 
finally, convince men of the utter weakness of all the powers 
of evil, and of their having been judged and condemned of 
God, by revealing to them the complete overthrow of the 
reign of the devil and of the works of darkness, by my life, 
my teaching, my death, my resurrection, my return to my 
Father, and my victorious help to you my servants.” 2 

He had touched the confines of great and mysterious truths 
in the future economy of His kingdom, but felt Himself hin¬ 
dered from going further, 
lay before Him, but their present weakness and incapacity 
to understand lofty spiritual things, forced Him to break off 
further revelations. “ 1 have yet many things,” He continued, 
“ to say to you, but you cannot hear them now. 3 Yet be 
not cast dawn. When your Helper, the Spirit of Truth, 
comes from above,,He will give you fuller instructions, and 
will strengthen your minds to understand them. He will 
lead you to the knowledge of the truth in its whole extent, 
and will illuminate for you all the heights and depths of my 
meaning in all that I have said to you. Nor need you fear 
to trust Him as fully as you have trusted me ; 4 for just as I 
have not spoken of myself, but have only repeated what I 
have heard from my Father, He, the Spirit of Truth, will not 
speak for Himself or of His own promptings, but will utter 
only what He has heard from God. Nor will He simply ex¬ 
plain my words, and reveal higher aspects of the truth. He 
wall also announce to you things future. He will give you, 
my Apostles, the gift of prophecy, by which the future 
development of my Kingdom will be revealed to you, to fill 
you with comfort and triumph. 


A wide field of higher teaching 
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“ Yon must not think, however, that the Holy Spirit will 
teach yon any new or different truths, not connected with me, 


Saviour. 


your Saviour. Ho will only purify and enlighten your 
hitherto imperfect conceptions concerning me, 1 and, while 
thus fitting you to spread my kingdom, will but develop, 
expand, and complete w’hat I have taught yon, and thus 
increase my glory. All that the Father has is mine. 2 as tho 
Son consecrated and sent forth by Him to carry out His 
work—the Son, in whom the Father, for this end, dwells and 
works in closest communion; He also dwelling in like com¬ 
munion with the Father. Therefore, as the Holy Spirit w r ill 
teach yon only what He hears from the Father, He can teach 
yon no other doctrine than mine.” 

But all the instruction and comfort Jesus could administer ; 
all the warnings, on the one hand, of the difficulties and 
sufferings, and all the supports on the other, in rich promises 
of power, help, and blessing from above, could not dispel the 
sadness of the Apostles, or bring them joy and courage. The 
near departure of their loved Master filled their minds with 
abiding dejection and anxious fear. 

In tender sympathy, therefore, Jesus once more sought to 
cheer them. “ I said, indeed,” He went on, “ that very soon 
you would see me no longer, 3 but yet, a little while more, 
and you will see me again.” b 


The Apostles were more than ever perplexed by these 
words. 4 They thought only of an earthly communion with 
their Master, such as they still enjoyed, and could not under¬ 
stand the sudden change of not seeing Him, and seeing Him 
again, or the double use of the words, “ A little while,” or 
what He meant by saying so often that He was going to the 
Father. Wondering questions followed between them, and 
they were anxious to ask an explanation, when Jesus, seeing 
their perplexity, anticipated their wish. 

“ Do you inquire among yourselves,” said He, “ what I 
mean by saying, 4 A little while, and ye will not see me : 6 
and, again, a little while, and ye will see me;’ and ‘I am 
going to the Father F ’ Ye shall, indeed, be in great trouble 
at my death, for I am presently to die, though you seem as 
if you could not credit it. Indeed, ye will be sad, when the 
world that rejects me will rejoice. But your sorrow will be 
turned into joy, as sudden as that of the mother when Bhs 
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bears a son, and forthwith forgets the past for gladness that 
a man is born into the world ; for you know that no joy is 
so great to a woman, in our nation, as that of having a son. 
So you will, indeed, have sorrow now at my death, but it will 
pass into abiding joy, when you see me again in my spiritual 
return. 


“ In that day the Spirit of Truth will have given you such 
a full and satisfying knowledge of all that concerns me and 
my Kingdom, that you will have no need, as now, to ask me 
respecting any words or matters you do not understand. 1 
Tou will no longer miss my earthly presence, but be joyful 
in the possession of full enlightenment. For most truly do 
1 assure you, that all you ask my Father in my name—all 
illumination, all gifts and joys of the Spirit—He will give 
you. Hitherto, from want of insight and experience, you 
have asked nothing in my name, and therefore have, as yet, 
no dream of the boundless gifts your Father in Heaven is 
ready to give you, or of the fulness of His comforting and 
supporting grace. Henceforth, ask in my name and you will 
receive what you ask, that your joy may be complete.^ 

“ I have spoken in figures, and darkly, of my going away, 
and of your seeing me again, 3 and of what would fiow from it. 
But a time comes when I will no more speak to you in this 
way, but will instruct you clearly and plainly, through the 
Spirit, respecting the Father. 4 In that day ye shall ask in 
my name, because you will then be enlightened by the Spirit 
of Truth, 5 and you will not need that I intercede for you 
that your prayers, thus offered, may be heard ; for the Father 
Himself loves you because you have loved me, and have 
believed that I came forth from Him, 6 and He will therefore 


hear you without my intercession. Nor must you ever for¬ 


get this great truth—the sum of my life and work—that I 
came forth from the Father to appear in the world, and 
now leave the world to go back to Him again.” 7 

The disciples, listening to these words, fancied they now 


understood, in part at least, what had before seemed so 
dark. 8 They had at least realized, from His last sentence, 


that as He had come forth from God, and was about to return 


to Him, He must be going to heaven. Perhaps they thought, 
in their simple way, that they also understood better what 
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He had said about their seeing Him again. It seemed as if 
He had, already, fulfilled His promise to them to speak 
clearly and without metaphor. That He should, moreover, 
have known the still unuttered 1 questions they had in their 
hearts, so astonished them, that they felt sure He was 
omniscient, and did not need any one to ask Him, but could 
interpret their thoughts without having been told them. 
Awed and vividly impressed, they had a fresh corroboration 
of their belief in Him, as having come forth from God, and 
hastened to tell Him their strengthened conviction. 2 

“.Is it so, that you are now sure you believe in me ? ” 
asked Jesus. “ An hour is coming, and indeed has come, 
when your faith will have a hard test. Will you stand firm ? ;{ 
Alas! how soon will you waver; for in that hour you will 
be scattered, each to his own home, and leave me alone ! 
Yet,” added He, after a pause, in calm and clear assurance 
that, though forsaken of man, He would have the helping and 
protecting presence of the Father, “yet I am not alone, for 
the Father is with me.” 

“ I have spoken as I have,” He continued; “have given 
you these consolations and promises, that you might have 
rest and peace in me, 4 by communion with me as the loving 
and loved. In the world, indeed, affliction is your lot, for men 
will hate and persecute you, as I have said, for my sake ; 
but be of good heart, I have conquered and broken the might 
of the world and its prince, and they can neither hinder your 
salvation, nor check the triumph of my Kingdom.” 

The farewell discourse was ended with this note of triumph, 
“ I have conquered the world ! ” But now, before He went 
forth into the night, so big with fate, He could not break up 
for ever the communion He had had with them so long, 
through joy and sorrow, without gathering them round Him 
in a parting prayer. He was about to die for the redemption 
of the world, and, as the Greut High Priest of humanity, 
would make intercession, before yielding Himself up to sacri¬ 
fice. I venture, reverently, to amplify the expression, that 
the import may be more easily caught. 

Lifting up His eyes to heaven—the Apostles standing, as 
the manner of their nation was, while He prayed—He began, 5 
“Father, the hour of my death has now come. Glorify Thy 
Son on the completion of the work of salvation, that Thy 
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Son may glorify Thee as its author, before man. Glorify 
Him, in accordance with Thy will, by which Thou hast 
given Him power over all men; for Thou hast appointed 
Him the only Saviour and Redeemer, to carry out Thy gra¬ 
cious purpose of salvation towards the world ; that He should 
give eternal life to all whom Thou hast given Him. And 
this is everlasting life, that they should know Thee, the only 
true God, and Him whom Thou hast sent—me, Jesus, the 
Messiah. I have glorified Thee on earth, for I have made 
known Thy name, 1 Thy will, and Thy plan of salvation for 
man, and have thus completed the work Thou hast given 
me to do. Therefore, glorify me now 2 O Father, when I 
rise from my work on earth into Thy presence in heaven, 
with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was. 
Let me enter again into that Divine communion in Thine 
uncreated glory, which I had before the creation of the 
world! ” 

He had, till now, prayed for Himself. He passed next to 
intercession for His disciples, urging His faithful obedience 
to His Divine mission, as a ground for His being heard. 

“ I have made known Thy name unto the men whom Thou 
hast given me out of the unbelieving world. 3 They were 
Thine own, for they were of Thy true Israel, and Thou 
gavest them to me, and faithfully and truly did they receive 
my words as Thine, and they have kept them. In much they 
may have failed to understand, but they have been sincere 
and firm in their belief in me, as having been sent by Thee, 
and as speaking Thy truth. Now, also, they have learned to 
know, and do acknowledge, that all Thou hast given me 4 
—all that I have said and done—is, as indeed it is, from 

Thee ! 

“ I pray for them. I pray not now for those who know 
Thee not, the unbelieving world, 5 but for Thine own, here 
in Thy presence—Thine own, whom Thou hast given me. 
My whole life and work has been, and is, a prayer for the 
world at large, 6 from which my people must be gathered, 
but I pray now for these, Thy servants, because they are 
Thine, though Thou hast given them to me. And all things 
that are mine are also Thine, and Thine are mine; the work, 
the aim, the means, the power, the grace, are alike mine 
and Thine, for I am in Thee and Thou in me. Thy Will, 
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Eternal Fatter, is ever mine, my work also is Thine; Thou 
in me and I in Thee, and thus though all things are Thine, 
I am glorified in them. Greatly do these, Thy servants, need 
Thy help, for I, their friend, am about to leave them, bnt they 
remain in the world that hates them for my Bake. Without 
Thy heavenly aid and protection, they will not be able to 
do the work Thou hast appointed them. Therefore, Holy 
Father, keep them true to Thy name, which Thou gavcst me 
to make known to them, that by their common faith and 
love they may be one, as Thou and I are one. 1 While 1 was 


in the world, I watched and protected 
thus committedst to my care, and kept t 
name—kept them from the evil one, i 


Thee 


ray from Thee—and none of them has perished 
perdition, for the Scripture must be fulfilled. 2 
.tch and keep them, now that I shall leave 


must 


them! 


“But now I come to Thee,and these things I speak, being 
yet in the w'orld, 3 that they may have, in their own souls, 
the perfect joy that is in mine, feeling assured confidence 
that the grave will not have dominion over me, and that 
they will have Thee for their helper. I have given them 
Thy word, and the world has hated them for receiving it; 
because they do not belong to the world, as I do not. There¬ 
fore, O Father, keep them ! I ask not that Thou shouldest 
take them out of the world because it hates them; for 
suffering and struggle are needed to perfect their spiritnal 
life, and to spread abroad my Kingdom. But I ask that 
Thou shouldest protect them from the evil one, that they, 
too, become not sons of perdition. They, like me, are not of 
the world, for it is the kingdom of the evil one ; 4 therefore, 
they need Thy protecting care, and, as Thine own, will surely 
have it. 

“ Thou hast brought them out from amidst the unbelieving 
and hostile world, aud hast given them to me, and they have 
received, and kept Thy Word, made known to them by me. 
Thus they live in the Truth, for Thy Word is Truth ; sanctify 
them in this, the sphere of their new spiritual life; not only 
keep them in it, but consecrate and prepare them for their 
great work, by giving them, through the Spirit of holiness 
and truth, Divine enlightenment, power, boldness, love, zeaL 
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Even as Thou didst send me into the world, 1 but didst first 
consecrate me by the Spirit, given without measure, that I 
might accomplish the work Thou gavest me to do, I have 
also sent them into the world, and they, 0 Father, need a 
similar consecration, in Thine own measure, to prosper in 
Thy work. 

“ For their sakes I consecrate myself to Thee, in my death, 
as a holy offering 2 —for I am both high priest and sacrifice ; 
that they, also, may be made holy in the Truth, by Thy 
Spirit, the Helper whom Thou wilt send, because I, the 
Holy One, have thus died for them. 

“ But I pray not for these, Thy servants now before Thee, 
alone, but for all them, also, who will henceforth believe in 

through their word, that they all, teachers, believers, 


me 


5 


and converts, may be one, in mutual fellowship and com¬ 
munion of love; the copy of that between Thee, Father, and 
me; communion so deep and holy that Thou art in me, and 
I in Thee. May they be, thus, one in each other, by being 
one in Us, by loving vital communion with Thee and me, 
that the unbelieving* world may have a visible proof, and 
may believe that Thou didst send me, the source, the centre, 
the stay of such heavenly love. 

“ That all who shall now or hereafter believe in me, may 
be thus one in holy love and life, even as We are One—1 
have given them, as their future inheritance, at my coming 
in my eternal Kingdom, part in that heavenly glory which 
Thou hast given me; that they may share it with me for 
ever. I have given it them, that they may be one, even as 
We are one; 3 for how strong must it be as a bond of unity, 
that they are heirs together of the same glory with me in 
heaven. I have given it them that they may thus be per¬ 


fectly joined in one, 


I dwelling in them and 


Thou in me, 


that the world may know that Thou hast sent me, and hast 
loved them with the same Father’s love with which Thou 
hast loved me, and may thus believe on me, the Saviour 
of the world. 4 

“ Father, I will that they whom Thou hast given me, from 
all the generations of men, be with me hereafter, to enjoy 
eternal life 5 and everlasting communion with me in that 
heavenly world whither I am now going. It is the high 
reward of their faithfulness, their supreme consolation amidst 
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all earthly trials, their glorious animating hope. I will that 
their joy may be full, in seeing and sharing my heavenly 
glory, as they have seen and shared my humiliation on 
earth—that glory with Thyself, which Thou hast given mo 
because Thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. 


“ Righteous Father, I know that Thou w’ilt carry out thi9 
my will; for, though the world has not known or acknow¬ 
ledged Thee, as revealed in my words and deeds, 1 I havo 
known Thee, as working in me, and revealing Thyself 
through me—known Thee by direct immediate knowledge— 
and these, Thy servants before Thee, having opened their 
hearts, and received my word, have known and believed that 
Thou hast sent me. I have made known unto them Thy 
Name, and will make it known through the Spirit whom 
I will send; that the love wherewith Thou hast loved me, 


Thou mayest also make dwell in their hearts, and that I, by 
the Spirit, may dwell in them for ever.” * 

How sublimely this prayer was realized in the history of 
the Apostles, the “Acts” and the Epistles abundantly illus¬ 
trate. It was their common glory to believe that nothing 
could separate them from the love of God in Christ; that 
He, by His Spirit, was with them, and that through His 
help they overcame all that opposed. The contrast between 
the dejected, faint-hearted, materializing Galilwan fishermen 
and peasants of the Gospels, and the heroic, spiritual con¬ 
fessors of Pentecost and after-times, is, itself, a miracle, great 
beyond all others. The illumination of soul, the grandeur 
of conception, the loftiness of aim, are a transformation from 
a lower to an indefinitely higher mental and moral condition, 
as complete as the change from early twilight to noon, and 
find their only solution in the admission that they must have 
received the miraculous spiritual enlightenment from abovo 
which Jesus had promised to send them. 
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CHAPTER LX. 

THE ARREST. 

W HILE Jesus was tenderly bidding farewell to Hie few 

followers in the upper room, all was bustle and 
excitement among the Church authorities, now on the track 
of His blood by the help of Judas. 

It was the great holiday of the year at Jerusalem ; the 
week in which, beyond any other time, the whole population 
gave themselves up to rejoicing. The citizens, from the 
highest to the lowest, were reaping the great golden harvest 
of the year from the myriads of pilgrims, and they, on their 
side, had the excitement of numbers, and novelty, and 
religious enthusiasm. A mere mountain city, Jerusalem 
lived bv the Temple, either directly or indirectly, and it was 
now the loadstone that had drawn the whole Jewish world 
around it. 

With the craft that habitually marked him, the tetrarch 
Antipas had come up from Tiberias, to show how devoutly 
he honoured the Law, and had taken his residence in the old 
castle of the Asmoneans, which still remained in the hands of 
his family. It was near the Xystus, and exactly opposite the 
Temple, to which he could cross*by the upper bridge, over 
the Tyropceon Yalley between Zion and Moriah. 4 

Pilate, also, had arrived from Caesarea, to secure, in person, 
the preservation of order in the dangerous days of the feast. 
His quarters were in the new palace, built by Herod the 
Great on Zion. It was the pride of Jerusalem. “ The kinds 
of stone used in its construction,” says Josephus, “ were 
countless. Whatever was rare abounded in it. The roofs 
astonished every one by the length of their beams and the 
beauty of their adornment. Vessels, mostly of gold and 
silver, rich in chasing, shone on every side. The great 
dining-hall had been constructed to supply table-couches for 
three hundred guests. Others opened in all directions, each 
with a different style of pillar. The open space before the 

68 
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palace was laid out in broad walks, planted with long avenues 
of different trees, and bordered by broad deep canals and 
great ponds, flowing with cool, clear water, and set off along 
the banks with innumerable works of art.” 1 It was the vast 
citadel-palace in which the tragedies of the family of Herod 
had been enacted. Here Archelaus had reigned, and 
Glaphyra had died. By right of \^ar, the Romans had taken 
it, as the chief building of the city, for the residence of tho 
procurators, and had made it the Proetorium, or head-quarters. 
Its enclosure—large enough to permit almost an army to be 
gathered in it, if necessary—ran along the inner 6ide of tho 
first city wall, and was connected with the great castles of 
white stone, Mariamne, Hippicus, and Phasaolus, which 
Herod had built; the whole constituting, in fact, a vast for¬ 
tification. 

The high priest at the time of the Passover, as we have 
seen, was Caiaphas. The real head of the priesthood, how¬ 
ever, was the crafty Hannas, or Ananus, without whom 
nothing of moment was done in the affairs of the theocracy. 
As father of the greatest Sadducean family, he was fitly 
notorious for his harsh judgments, and w as presently to take 
the chief part in the death of Jesus, as his son afterwards 
did in that of St. James. 2 He had been appointed high priest 
by Quirinius in the year a.d. 7, but had been deprived of the 
dignity seven years later by Valerius Gratus. The unique 
honour was reserved to him, how r ever, of seeing his five sons 
successively pontiffs—one of them twice—a distinction which, 
in later years gained for him, among his countrymen, the 
name of the most fortunate of men. 

Intrigue and unwearied plotting were the very life of 
Hannas and his house. The gliding, deadly, snakelike 
smoothness with which they seized their prey was a w r onder 
even to their own generation, and had given them a by- name 
as hissing vipers.* When Quirinius, after the census, de¬ 
graded the high priest Joazer, who had brought on himself 
universal hatred by his services to the Romans, Hannas wqh 
chosen as the one of the Temple aristocracy least displeasing 
either to the Romans or the Jews. 1 He had munuged to 
maintain his influence with three procurators through difficult 
times. Under Valerias Gratus, ho was forced to give way 
to Ismael Ben Phabi, but, after a year, had had him displaced, 
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in favour of Eleazar, one of his own sons. He himself de¬ 
clined to hold the office again, on the same ground which 
Jonathan, another of his sons, afterwards pleaded, in the 
days of Herod Agrippa, when that king wished him take it a 
second time. The family, though loose enough in more 
serious matters, were very strict as to hierarchical order. 
No one, they held, should resume the sacred vestments after 
having once laid them off, and released himself from the 
obligations imposed by wearing them 1 Hannas bowed to 
this rule, as vital to the theocratic constitution, by the help 
of which his house stood at the head of Israel. He chose, 
therefore, henceforth to hold the reins only in safe obscurity, 
but with a firm hand. 

His sons, Eleazar, Jonathan, Theophilus, Matthias, and 
Hannas, successively became high priests; but when, at his 
death, the leading spirit was gone, the brutality of the Sad- 
ducee came more prominently into play, and speedily led to 
the ruin of the house. 

Among the high priests who had interrupted the direct 
reign of this family, Caiaphas, son-in-law of Hannas, ruled 
longest. At the time of the condemnation of Jesus he had 

o 

held the high priesthood for seventeen years, having given 
Pilate no excuse for setting him aside, in spite of the conflict 
respecting the eagles, the shields, and the conduits of Jeru¬ 
salem. He even retained it till after the great day, in the 
year A.D. 36, when the sacred vestments, so long held from 
them, were handed over by Vitellius permanently to the 
Jews, instead of being given out to them from the strong 
room of Antonia, a w r eek before each great feast, for seven 
days’ purifications, washings, and consecrations, to free them 
from heathen defilement, before they could be worn. Caia¬ 
phas, however, had little to do with procuring this great 
favour, and was deposed almost immediately after ; Jonathan, 
the son of Hannas, being appointed in his stead. 

Thus at the time of the condemnation of Jesus, the 
acting high priest was only a puppet in the hands of a 
powerful family, at the head of which stood Hannas, his 
father-in-law, sorely envied by the rest of the priestly aristo¬ 
cracy. 2 

Jewish tradition describes the grades of the ancient hier¬ 
archy as consisting of the high priest; his deputy, or Sagan ; 
two suffragans of the Sagan; seven priests, to whom were 
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entrusted the keys of the Temple; and three treasurers, 
whose office it was to give out the sacred vessels. 1 Of those 
holding these offices when Jesus was condemned, we cun 
still darkly make out some. With Caiaphas, at his right 
hand, sat Hannas, the titular second, but real hear!. Jocluinnn 
Ben Zacchai, called John in the Acts of the Apostles, and 
one Alexander, 2 seem to have held the next dignities, and 
after them came the five sons of Hannas, already an old man, 
Eleazar, Jonathan, Theopliilus, Matthias, and Hannas—the 
five apparently hinted at in the awful parable of Dives—and 
his five brothers/ 1 all to be high priests hereafter, Hannas, 
the younger, destined to stain his pontificate by the murder 
of James, the brother of Jesus. 

The names of some other members of what we may call 
the self-constituted high ecclesiastical council, still survive. 
Among these were Joazer and Eleazar, the sons of that 
Simon Boethus of Alexandria, whose daughter, the second 
Mariamne, the belle of Jerusalem, was married by Herod. 
Simon, though well-nigh a heretic in the eyes of the national 
party, had been made high priest by his royal son-in-law, und 
his sons had succeeded him in the dignity, but bore an evil 
name for their state and violence. Their guard of spearmen, 
indeed, became an object of popular hatred. 4 Simon, sur- 
named Kanthera, “ the Quarrelsome,”—the murderer of St. 
James the son of Zebedee—and his son Elioneus, afterwards 
high priest, had a right to attend, and did so with a pomp 
which brought on the family the curse of the people—“ Woe 
to your fine feathers, ye family of Kanthera ! ” Ismael Bern 
Phabi, the handsomest man of his day, 5 was another mitred 
high counsellor, to be famed hereafter for the clubs and 
blows of his serving men, the greed of his bailiffs, his shame¬ 
less nepotism, and the Oriental luxury of his dress, one 
outer tunic of which cost a hundred minaj—equal, perhaps, at 
this day, to eighteen hundred pounds.® There were, also, 
jGhanan Ben Nebedai, the persecutor of St. Paul, infamous 
in later days as a sensual glutton, who seized even the holy 
sacrifices for his feasts ; and Issachar, of Kefar Burkai, who, 
in his pontificate of a later day, would not sacrifice except 
in silk gloves, for fear of soiling his hands, but lived to have 
those hands barbarously cut off by King Agrippa. 7 Such 
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were the men about to seize Jesus. No wonder that even 
the Talmud relates that voices were heard from the Holy of 
Holies, crying, “ Depart from the Temple, ye sons of Eli ; 
ye detile the house of Jehovah ! ” 

The elders of the people—a body equivalent to a Jewish 
senate—were in no less agitation respecting Christ; for they, 
also, were identified with the preservation of things as they 
were. One or two of them—Nicodemus, and Joseph of 
Arimathea—were secretly in his favour, but they had not 
moral courage to take his part openly. The names of the 
rest have perished. 

The college of Rabbis took an equally vigorous part, but 
its members at this time can only be guessed, though some 
who had met the boy Jesus, tw r enty years before, in the 
Temple school, 1 doubtless, survived. 

It v\as late in the night of Thursday when Jesus had 
ended His last discourse and farewell prayer. According 
to the immemorial custom of the nation to mingle songs 
of praise to God with their feasts, 2 the little band had 
already sung the first two of the six Psalms—the one 
hundred and thirteenth to one hundred and eighteenth— 
which formed the great Hallelujah of the Passover and all 
other feasts. The stillness of the night had been broken by 
the sound at the time when the second cup had been poured 
out. 3 Now, at the close, the voices of the eldest of them 
chanted, with slow, solemn strains, the remainder of the 
Hallelujah—the rest responding with the word, Hallelujah, 
at the close of each verse. The anthem began fitly—“ Not 
unto us, not unto us, but unto Thy name give glory, for Thy 
mercy and for Thy truth’s sake,” and closed with the words 
of the hundred and eighteenth Psalm—“ Blessed be He 
that cometh in the name of Jehovah ; ” the Apostles respond¬ 
ing—“ in the name of Jehovah, Hallelujah ! ” And now all 
was over, and the Eleven, following their Master, went out 
into the night. They were on their way to Gethsemane. 

The spirit of Jesus had, hitherto, been calm and serene. 
But the final close, the break with all the past, the shadow, 
deeper than that of Kedron, before Him, for the time brought 
on a reaction, which, till it passed, overwhelmed Him with 
trouble. No wonder the Apostles had been cast down when 

1 See page 226, vol. i. 

2 Isaiah xxx. 29. Matt. xxvi. 30, 36-46. Mark xiv. 26, 32-42. Lnka 

xxii. 39-46.• John xviii. 1. * vol. vi. p. 125. 
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even He who had been exhorting- them to dismiss sorrow, 
was Himself moved. Behind Him lay life, before Him 
death ; He was about to leave friends, and the fair earth, 
which, as a man, He loved so well, and His infant Church, 
the hope of the world He had come to save. Before Him 
lay, not only natural death, but shame, derision, miscon¬ 
ception. He whose whole soul was truth, was to be crucified 
as a deceiver; the One on earth absolutely loyal to God, Ho 
was to die as a blasphemer. Loaded with false charges and 
feeling their baseless malignance, He was to be put to death 
on the ground of them ! How might it affect the little band, 
to whom the future of His kingdom was entrusted ? He 
had hitherto restrained Himself from using His supernatural 
power in Hi6 own behalf—would He still do so ? He had 
but to speak, and all would be changed ; for He who could 
calm the waves of the sea, could quell the tumult of the 
people, and what were Temple guards or Roman soldiers 
against legions of angels? Would He still absolutely sub¬ 
ordinate all thought of self ? Would He, to the end, let 
men do with Him as they pleased, though He had at His 
command all the powers of heaven ? The temptation of the 
desert and of the mountain may, for a moment, have returned, 
and who can tell the struggle it must have been to over¬ 
come it ? 

Nor was even this all. The mysteries of the Divine 
counsels must be for ever unknown, but they pressed, in all 
their weight, on His absolutely sinless soul. He w’as to give 
His life a ransom for man; to be made an offering for sin 
though He knew none; to be repaid for infinite love and 
goodness by ignominy and shame. Perfect innocence freely 
yielding itself to misconception and death, for the unworthy 
and vile, would be transcendent even in a man, but is 
beyond thought in the Son of God. Who can tell what it 
was to have left the right hand of the Majesty in the 
heavens to stoop to Calvary !—for Him who could raise 
the dead to descend to the tomb! No wonder His human 
soul w r as for the moment eclipsed and clouded. 

They passed, silent and sad, down the steep side of the 
Kedron—for the town gate was open that night us it was Pass- 
over—and, crossing by the bridge, wore on the road which 
leads over the Mount of Olives to Bethany. The noise the of 
multitude had passed away, and the world lay asleep under 
the great Passover-moon. The path wound between stone- 
walled orchards and gardens, which Titus w r as, hereafter, to 
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{ind so many deadly battle-grounds, with the walls for ram¬ 
parts. 1 He had gone out of the city, each night, to Bethany, 
but had no intention of doing so now, for He knew that His 
hour had come. Always given to solitary prayer among the 
hills so dear to Him as a Galiloean, He'had often turned 
aside to commune with His Father on one part or other of 
Olivet, and, this night, chose the stillness and shade of a spot 
which His presence made, henceforth, sacred for ever. An 
olive orchard lay near, known by the name of the Oil-press 
—or, as we are accustomed to think of it, Gethsemane. 2 It 
was called so from a rock-hewn trough in it, in which the 
rich olives were trodden with the feet, the oil flowing into a 
similar trough below. The new leaves were opening over the 
branches as they passed, and the moonlight fell through their 
motionless network on the tender spring grass. Stillness, 
peace, solitude, filled earth and air; even the birds slept 
safely on the boughs under the great sky ; for they, too, had 
a Heavenly Father. Moriah rose in richly wooded terraces 
behind, crowned with the snow-white Temple in its magnifi¬ 
cence, and, in front, the yellow slopes of Olivet rising from 
their border of gardens and orchards, swelled between them 
and the loved cottage of Bethany. 

Amidst this quiet and beauty of nature Jesus turned aside, 
and entered the enclosure of Gethsemane, to strengthen His 
soul for the coming crisis. It was a fitting place—amidst 
olives, the emblems of peace ! 

A square, stone-walled garden, close by the path to Bethany, 
on the edge of the Kedron ravine, under the shadow of the 
Temple hill, is still shown as the spot. Venerable olive-trees, 
tended with superstitious care, are claimed as the very 
witnesses of our Saviour’s agony ; but it is fatal to the belief 
in the tradition, that Titus afterwards cut down all the trees 
round Jerusalem, for military use, and that the same fate 
has befallen the whole neighbourhood in later sieges. But 
the gnarled trunks, twent} r to thirty feet high, the broad 
branches, and the still seclusion, at least reproduce the out¬ 
ward features of the scene. 

•When the soul is overwhelmed it seeks to be alone, and 
yet not too far from human sympathy and help. To take all 
the Eleven with Him into the depths of the garden, would 
have invaded the sacredness of His retirement. Only three, 
the most trusted—His long-tried and early followers, Peter, 

2 '300 nj. 
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1 Bell. Jvih, v. 6. 2. 
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whose guest He had been in the bright Capernaum davs, and 
James and John, knit to Him by special tenderness, if not 
even by relationship—were allowed to go with Him beyond 
the first few steps into the enclosure. The others were to sit 
down and rest, while He "went into the deeper shade, to pray. 

Accompanied by the Three, He passed out of hearing of the 
rest, and presently, leaving even the three behind, with the 
words, “My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death— 
tarry ye here and watch with me; ” He went on about a 
stone’s cast, alone. And, now, the great pent up sorrow 
burst forth. It had been gathering, no one knows how long, 
but the excitement of action had repressed it as yet—as the 
wind keeps a heavy raincloud from breaking. But, here, 
instead of the city and its multitudes of men, there was 
silence and loneliness ; instead of the distractions of conflict 
with enemies, or discourses with friends, He was face to face 
with His own thoughts, and with the Past and the Future, 
and that in the night, and in such awful isolation. For it 
seemed as if even heaven were as far from Him as the sym¬ 
pathy of earth ; as if even its lights had gone out, and He 
was treading the valley of the shadow of death in a horror 
of thick darkness. Must He bear all? Must the cup bo 
drunk to the dregs? Was redemption possible only at the 
awful price that so oppressed His soul ? Could the hour not 
pass ? Was it not possible for the Eternal Father to save 
Him from it ? 

The sacred writers labour to describe the agony that over¬ 
whelmed Him. They tell us that He first kneeled, then fell 
on His face on the earth, and prayed with strong crying and 
tears, 1 till His sweat became, as it were, great drops of blood, 
falling down to the ground. He was “ exceeding sorrowful,” 
“sore amazed,” “very heavy.” His soul, as it were, sank 
under the vision that rose before it. “O my Father,” He 
cried, “ if it be possible, let this cup pass from me ; neverthe¬ 
less, not my will, but Thine, be done.” But as long as there 
was a struggle of the frail human nature, and a cry, however 
reverent and lowly, for change, if possible, in the burden laid 
on Him, there could be no peace. Rising from the ground, 
in His agony of spirit, human sympathy and presence seemed 
as if they would be a relief. He came therefore to the 
Three, but only to find that, in His long, wrestling supplica¬ 
tions, even they, His nearest ones, overcome by weariness of 


* Heb. ▼. 7. 
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body and spirit, lay sunk in deep sleep. Rousing Peter, 
lately so boastful, He gently reproved and warned him, and 
with him, the others. “What! could you not watch with 
me one hour p Watch, and pray as ye do so, that ye may not 
expose yourselves to temptation to be untrue to me, and to 
be offended at me, as I have said you would. The spirit 
indeed is willing to stand by me faithfully, but human 
nature, with its instinct of self-preservation, is weak, and if 
you heed not, will make you fall ! ” 

Leaving them again, He once more prostrated Himself in 


prayer; but the clouds were already breaking, for His whole 
being had returned to its habitual harmony with the will of 
God. Every desire or wish of His own was passing like a 
troubled dream. “ 0 my Father,” cried He now, “ if this 
cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, Thy will 
be done.” Perfect peace of soul can only be found in abso¬ 
lute submission to the One Supreme Will, and that He was 

—who knows for 


fast attaining. 


Returning to the Three 


what ?—He found them asleep again. They were losing, by 
their hour’s sloth, the opportunity of cheering and helping 
their Master in His sorest trial. Man had thus failed Him, 
but the need of human comfort was passing away. Retiring, 
therefore, once more, and prostrating Himself a third time, 
the same calm child-like submission to His Father again 
lose from His lips. He had triumphed. He had been heard 
in that He feared. 1 He no longer craved a change, even if 
possible, in the ordered course of the Divine purposes ; His 
earnest cry had passed into still submission; His intense 
desire into holy acquiescence. He thought no longer of 
Himself, but of the perfect love and wisdom of the Father. 
He had ceased to have a wish; enough for Him, henceforth 
the all-holy, all-wise, all-loving will of the Father. His spirit 
had broken through the cloud that for a moment darkened it, 
and reposed once more in the calm light of the face of God. a 
The tempter had fled, and, in his place, as after the victory 
of the wilderness, we are told by St. Luke, “ there appeared 
an angel unto Him from Heaven, strengthening Him.” 3 
Meanwhile, Judas had been busy. Exposed, and dismissed 
by Hi s master from the company of the Apostles, he had 
only been the more set to carry out his miserable purpose. 4 


1 “ For his godly fear .”—Revised N. Test. 

* See Schleiermacher’s Predigtm, vol. i. p. 25. 

4 John xviii. 2-12. Matt. xxvi. 47-56. Mark xiv. 86-52. 


8 Luke xxii. 43. 

Luke xxii. 
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Hastening through the illuminated streets, to the authorities, 
he had, forthwith, reported that the favourable moment 
seemed to have come. Jesus had once more ventured into 
Jerusalem, and though it might not be safe to take Him in 
the thronged city, it would be easy to come npon Him out¬ 
side the walls, as He was in the habit of going each night 
for prayer to a spot at the foot of the Mount of Olives. The 
tiuitor meant Gethsemane. 

The authorities remained in permanent session till the 
arrest was effected, and at once detached part of the Temple 
Watch, a body acting as the police of the Temple, and 
armed at most, only, with wooden batons or clubs. 1 The 
officers of the watch, and even some of the chief priests and 
elders, in their excitement, accompanied them. It had been 
thought unwise, however, to trust so grave a matter to nn 
undisciplined and weak forc^ and the high priest had, there¬ 
fore, communicated with Pilate, representing, doubtless that 
he proposed the arrest of a false Messiah, dangerous to 
the Roman power, and feared a rescue. A “ band ” had, 
therefore, been told off from the troops in Antonia, and 
these, b under the chiliarch 2 in command of the garrison, 

w 

waited their orders. A rabble of the servants of the upper 
priests and chief men, with lanterns and torches, to discover 
Jesus should he try to hide himself, led the way, behind 
Judas, who went foremost as guide. It was the full moon of 
April, but the trees and recesses might aid an attempt at 
escape. 

Jesus had just returned from His third prayer, and was 
rousing His 

and the crowd, and saw their lights approaching.' 1 The dis¬ 
appointment, at even His most trusted friends lying asleep 
when they should have watched, and leaving it to Himself 
to discover Judas and his band, wounded His heart. With 
keen but gentle irony, therefore, He told them that they 
might sleep on now and take their rest, if they ehose; their 
watching was no longer needed. His hour had come. Then, 
speaking in a serious strain, He bade them “ rise and go out 
with Him, for the traitor was at hand.” 

Judas and his employers had utterly misjudged the 
character of Jesus. Knowing all that was before Him, and 

1 Bell. Jud., iv. 4. 6. 3 John xviii. 12. 

* John xviii. 2-12. Matt. xxvi. 47-06. Mark. xiv. 43-52. Luke xxiL 

47-53. 
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now calmly victorious over momentary human weakness, 
He did not wait for His enemies, but, taking His disciples 
with Him, went out of the garden enclosure to meet them. 
“ Whom seek ye ? ” said H e as they approached. “Jesus the 
Xa/arene,” answered the foremost. To their confusion, the 
calm, self-possessed speaker presently told them that He was 
Jesus. Not a few in the Jewish crowd srathered before 


Him, had heard Him spoken of as a prophet, and had, 
perhaps, even accepted Him as such. They had all heard of 
His mysterious supernatural power, and He might, possibly, 
now use it against them, though hitherto He had never 
availed Himself of it for personal ends. His kingly com¬ 
posure and dignity, moreover, awed them, for grandeur of 
soul and bearing enforce acknowledgment, Withal, it may 
be, He revealed a momentary glimpse of His transfiguration 
splendour, to show that He freely surrendered Himself, 
because His hour had come. From whatever cause, the 
crowd fell back in confusion, overturning each other in their 
alarm. “ Whom seek ye ? ” asked Jesus once more. “ Jesus 
the Nazarene,” muttered the boldest. “ I told you,” replied 


He had arranged that he should 


He, “that I am He; if you seek me, let these men, my 
disciples, go their way.” He had said, that of those whom 
the Father had given Him He had lost none, 1 and even in 
an earthly sense, He would now protect them. 

Fear as yet paralyzed the crowd. Jesus had calmly 
owned Himself, but no one dared to lay hold of Him. Judas, 
still under the weird spell of evil, might well dread that all 
would miscarry. He had given a signal by which to know 
his late Master, reckoning on having to point Him out, and 
would now embolden those with him, by himself taking the 
first step in further action, 
mark Jesns to them, by going up to Him and giving Him the 
customary kiss of a disciple to his teacher. Stepping out, 
therefore, from the crowd, into the circle of the disciples, 
as one of their number, he approached with a hypocritical 
“ Hail, Rabbi,” and kissed him tenderly. 2 He knew, by long 
experience, that he might do so safely. To the calm and 
keen question of Jesus—“ Good friend, for what have you 

? ”—he returned no answer; for what answer could he 
give? But he had gained his end ; for those behind, encour¬ 
aged by his remaining uninjured after such treachery, laid, 
hold of Christ and bound Him without the least resistance 
on His part. 


come 


1 John xvii. 12; vi. 39. 
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Now followed the only act of violence; for Peter, im¬ 
petuous as he was brave, could not see his Master thus led 
away, a prisoner, without a word or act on the part of His 
friends. “ Lord, shall we smite them with the sword ? ” 
cried he ; and without waiting an answer, or thinking of tho 
hopelessness of a rescue, or of the odds against himself alone, 
he drew the sword he had hung by his side, and made a fierce 
cut at one of the servants of the high priest, fortunately only 
grazing the skull, but yet cutting off an ear. It was a 
splendidly heroic act, but sadly out of place under such a 
Teacher. Turning to the wounded man, and at the same 
moment rebuking Peter, Jesus checked any evil results 
from the brave attack, by soft words and an effacement 
of the injury done. “ Suffer thus far,” said He, and then 
touched the ear, and healed it. Forthwith, turning to Peter, 
He told him to sheathe the sword, “ He who uses violence,” 
added He, “will suffer violence. If you use the sword, 
you expose all your lives to danger. Shall I not drink the 
cup "which my Father hath given me ? Shall I hesitate to 
please Him ? If I wished to escape suffering, Peter, dost 
thou not know that I could ask my Father, ami He would 
send me, instead of your help, twelve legions of angels—a 
legion for each of you—to protect me ? But, then, that 
would not happen which the Scriptures have foretold I must 
undergo.” 

The disciples, after the first impulsive thought, had 
abandoned all idea of resistance; and as any attempt to 
rescue Jesus was clearly hopeless, since He did not put forth 
His supernatural power on His own behalf, and would not 
let them do anything; and as they themselves seemed in 
danger, through the impetuosity of Peter; all took to flight 
as soon as they saw their Master fairly in the hands of His 
enemies. 

The intense excitement of the hierarchy had broken 
through all restraints of official dignity. The proposal for 
the arrest had been too important a matter to be trusted to 
any underlings, and hence, some of the head priests and of 
the “ elders ” had joined the leaders of the Temple police in 
the wild march to Gethsemane. Surrounded on all sides, 
and firmly bound, as if His captors still feared that He 
would escape or be rescued, Jesus now turned to these 
dignitaries, so sadly out of place in such a scene, and 
calmly, but keenly, brought home to them their shame. 
“ You come out against me,” said He, “ as you might against 
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Casting 


a robber, or the head of a rising, with swords and clubs. I 
sat, day by day, in the Temple, teaching, in the thick of tho 
people. Yon had every opportunity for laying hold on me 
then, but you did nothing. The darkness of night is fitted 
for your designs ; it is your hour; the powers of evil work 
by choice in the dark. But, in all this, there is no chance ; 
it happens only in accordance with the predictions of the 
prophets.” He said no more, and allowed them to lead Him 
away. The disciples were scattered, but one form hovered 
after them, white in the moonlight. It was that of a young man, 
who had, apparently, been roused from sleep by the tumult, 
and having thrown his white linen sleeping cloth round him 
in his haste, was following Jesus towards the city. Who he 
was must remain for ever unknown. Was it Mark himself, 
who alone relates it ? Or one from the house probably at¬ 
tached to Gethsemane ? Some have supposed him to have 
been Lazarus ; others have had different conjectures ; he was, 
at least, some faithful heart, eager to see what they would do 
with his Lord. The soldiers had let the Apostles flee, having 
no orders to arrest them; but this strange apparition attracted 
their attention, and they sought to lay hold on him. 
off the cloth around him, however, he escaped out of their 
hands. 

Yet there were friendly eyes following the sad scene, in 
the safe darkness of the night. Peter, and another of the 
Apostles, who could only be John, had fled no further than 
safety demanded, and followed the crowd at a distance, 
unable to leave One they held so dear. 

The great object with the authorities was to hurry forward 
the proceedings against their prisoner so quickly, that they 
might hand him over to the Romans as one already con¬ 
demned, before the people could be roused on His side. 
They had so far gained their point. 

On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus was first led to the mansion 
of Hannas, the head of the reigning priestly family, either 
in deference to his recognised influence, or because, as the 
oldest high priest, he was still acknowledged as the rightful, 
if not legal, dignitary. He could see Jesus, and hear His 
defence, and advise his son-in-law how to act. His “ snake¬ 
like ” craft might help the less acute Caiaphas. 

What passed before Hannas, or what hints he sent to 
Caiaphas, are not known. It may be that he simply passed 
on the prisoner to the legal high priest at once, hastening to 
follow Him, and secure his condemnation. 
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In the East, the houses of the great are rather a group 
of buildings or chambers, of unequal height, near or above 
each other, with passages between, and intervening open 
spaces; the different structures having independent entrances 
and separate roofs. Such a house, or rather cluster of 
houses, has usually the form of a large hollow square, the 
four sides of which surround a roomy court; paved in some 
cases, in others, planted with trees, and ornamented with a 
lawn of soft green. Sometimes, an underground cistern, a 
spring, or a bath, offers the luxury of abundant water, and 
makes the court an agreeable spot for relaxation or refresh¬ 
ment. Porticos and galleries surround it, and furnish 
chambers for guests and entertainments. In some houses 
there is also a forecourt, enclosed from the street by walls, 
and, in all, the inner court is reached by an archway 
through the front building—“the porch,” in the narrative 
of the Gospels. 

The hierarchical party were in permanent session in the 
mansion or “ palace ” of Caiaphas. A commission, consisting 
mainly of the chief priests, with Caiaphas at their head, had 
been appointed, to await the result of the treachery of Judas ; 
for the whole party, in its alarm, had extemporized joint 
action, though their taking any judicial steps at all was 
irregular, for they formed no legal court or recognised tri¬ 
bunal. They were simply acting as a self-constituted body— 
partisans of established ecclesiastical order, and defenders 
of their own vested rights—gathered, at the summons of the 
high priest, in the blind excitement of fanaticism and passion, 
without rules of judicial proceeding or legal standing as a 
court. The chief Rabbis of the school of Hillel generally 
kept aloof from such tumultuous and violent proceedings, 
which were already too common, and left them to those 
of the fierce school of Shammai, and to the merciless Sad- 
duces. 1 The name Sanhedrim is given in the Gospels to 
such extemporized assemblies, the word meaning only “ an 
assembly.” But they do not use it as the title of a legal 
tribunal. 3 It was before a mob of dignitaries, not a “ court,” 
that Jesus was brought. 

The commission were awaiting the arrival of their prey, 
in the house of Caiaphas, who, as high priest, was the only 

1 Joat ., vol. i. p. 278. 

* Jost, vol. i. p. 281. Lryrcr , in Herzog , vol. xv, p. 324. Graetz, 
Oetch 2 te Auf., vol. iii. p. 146. 
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representative of Judaism recognised by the Romans, and, 
therefore, the only one who could hold official relations with 
Pilate, to ask him to carry out their predetermined resolu¬ 
tion to put Jesus to death. 



CHAPTER LXL 

THE JEWISH TBIAL. 


OASSENG through the closed porch, or archway, into 
the inner court, His captors led Jesus to one of the 
chambers opening from it, where His judges sat, ready to 
go through the mockery of a trial. The Roman soldiers 
had been halted outside, for their presence would have been 
a defilement; but the Jewish serving men w'ent in with the 
prisoner, though only the few required accompanied Him 
to the inner chamber. The tribunal about to condemn Him, 
it must not be forgotten, was not a legal “ court,” but 
simply a self-constituted “ Committee of Public Safety,” 
extemporized by the excited Temple authorities and Rabbis, 
like the Vigilance Committees of America, with a Jewish 
Fouquier Tinville for President, in the person of the Sad- 
ducee Caiaphas. Knowing the illegality of their proceedings, 
they could only venture to propose the framing an indict¬ 
ment to lay before Pilate, and trust to their violence for 
extorting a condemnation from him. 

The hierarchy were masters of form, and knew how to 
honour the appearance of justice while mocking the reality. 
In imitation of the traditional usages of the Sanhedrim, 
while it existed, the judges before whom Jesus was led, sat 
turbaned, on cushions or pillows, in Oriental fashion, with 
crossed legs and unshod feet, in a half circle ; Caiaphas, 
as high priest, in the centre, and the chief or oldest, accord¬ 
ing to precedence, on each side. The prisoner was placed, 
standing, before Caiaphas ; at each end of the semicircle sn t 
a scribe, to write out the sentence of acquittal or condem¬ 
nation ; some bailiffs, with cords and thongs, guarded the 
Accused, while a few others stood behind, to call witnesses, 
and, at the close, to carry out the decision of the judges. 1 

Like most other matters in the Judaism of the time, 
nothing could be fairer, or more attractive, on paper, but 

1 Talmud, quoted in Keim, vol. iii. p. 838. 
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on paper alone, than the rules for the trial of prisoners. 
The accused was in all cases to be held innocent, till proved 
guilty. It was an axiom, that “the Sanhedrim was to save, 
not to destroy life.” No one could be tried and condemned 
in his absence, 1 and when a person accused was brought 
before the court, it was the duty of the president, at the 
outset, to admonish the witnesses to remember the value of 
human life, and to take care that they forgot nothing that 
would tell in the prisoner’s favour. Nor was he left un¬ 
defended ; a Baal-Rib, or counsel, was appointed, to see that 
all possible was done for his acquittal. Whatever evidence 
tended to aid him was to be freely admitted, and no member 
of the court who had once spoken in favour of acquittal 
could afterwards vote for condemnation. The votes of the 
youngest of the judges were taken first, that they might 
not be influenced by their seniors. In capital charges, it 
required a majority of at least two to condemn, and while 
the verdict of acquittal could be given at once, that of guilty 
could only be pronounced the next day. Hence, capital 
trials could not begin on the day preceding a Sabbath, or 
public feast. No criminal trial could be carried through in 
the night; the judges who condemned any one to death 
to fast all the day before, and no one could be executed on 
the same day on which the sentence was pronounced. 2 

Rules so precise and so humane condemn the whole trial of 
Jesus, before Caiaphas, as an outrage. It was, in fact, an 
anticipation of the prostitution of justice which Josephus 
records as common in the later days of Jerusalem. “ Ficti¬ 
tious tribunals and judicatures,” he tells us, “ w r ere set up, 
and men called together to act as judges though they had no 
real authority, when it was desired to secure the death of an 
opponent.” 3 As in those later instances, so now in the case 
of Jesus, they kept up the form and mockery of a tribunal 
to the close. No accuser presenting himself, the judge him¬ 
self took the office, in utter violation of all propriety. 
Witnesses against the prisoner alone appeared, and were 
eagerly brought forward by the judge ; but not a single wit- 
uess in His defence was called, though the law gave such 
the preference. No Baal-Rib, or counsel, was assigned 
Him, nor wtre any facilities provided, or even the possibility 

1 John xii. 51. 

a Ginzburg ; Art. SanJiedrim. Kitto’s Bib. Gyclo. Keim, vol. iii. pp. 
345, 340. 
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offered, for His calling witnesses in His favour. The “ court/* 
from the first, sought to condemn ; not as the law required, to 
acquit. There was no attempt, as was usual, to ascertain 
the trustworthiness of the hostile evidence, nor any warning, 
beforehand, to those who gave it, of the moral and legal 
offence of untruthfulness. 1 So keenly, indeed, has the judicial 
murder of Jesus been felt by the Jewish nation, in later times, 
that the doctrine was afterwards invented in the Talmud, 
that any one who gave Himself out as a false Messiah, or 
who led the people astray from the doctrines of their fathers, 3 
could be tried and condemned the same day, or in the night. 
Yet, in contradiction to this, the monstrous fable was also 
coined, that a crier called aloud, for forty days, before Christ’s 
condemnation, for witnesses in His favour to come forward/ 1 
If we try to discover by what law it was possible to con¬ 
demn Jesus legally, it will be found that, provided He could 
not be proved guilty of some civil crime, there were no written 
laws whatever to which Cainphas and his assessors could 
appeal against Him. The Old Testament had not anticipated 
the case of any one calling Himself the Messiah, whether in 
a national or spiritual sense, and the charges so often made 
against Him, of having broken the laws of the Sabbath, even 
if He could not have defended Himself against them, were 
not punishable, by the laws of the day, with death. The 
grounds on which the theocracy could press for a capital 
conviction lay wholly outside the law of Moses, and even of 
those expansions and modifications of it which formed the 
current law. A pretext had to bo invented for the course 
taken. His real offence was that the Church authorities felt 


He was diffusing a spiritual influence, which, if left to develop 
and spread, would inevitably undermine the corrupt theo¬ 
cracy, and with it, their own power and worldly interests. 
To gain a brief respite, they were bent on putting Him to 
death, though His lofty purity of life and morals far tran¬ 
scended the highest ideals hitherto known, and His Divine 
goodness was altogether unique. They did not see that, to 


kill Him, was only to hasten the ruin of the cause they 


sought to uphold. 

But His spiritual glory remained hidden to their wilful 
blindness, and the shadow into which it threw their own 


shortcomings roused only fanatical rage. Since, therefore, 
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they could bring no capital charge recognised in the Law, 
against Him, there remained nothing except to feign horror, 
as Jews, at the presumption of one so much below them in 
worldly station, raising Himself above the divinely revealed 
laws of Moses, and even claiming equality with God; and as 
hypocritical friends of the Roman, whom they in reality 
hated intensely, to pretend indignation and fear at the 
popular disturbance and disloyalty to the Emperor, which 
they affected to believe would result from His claim as 
Messiah King. Only on this last ground could they secure 
the indispensable assistance of Roman power, to put Him to 
death. 

Caiaphas now, at last, had his enemy face to face. He 
would make Him feel what it was to denounce the priesthood 
as He bad done, and to bold them up to the obloquy of tho 
nation, as careless of the charge entrusted to them, by His 
taking it on Himself to interfere with their Temple jurisdic¬ 
tion, in His puritanical “ cleansing ” of the sacred enclosures. 
He had brought lasting odium on them, by the contrast 
between His zeal in this matter, and their alleged neglect, in 
allowing so called abuses. The fanatical reformer who would 

o 

turn the world upside down, was now standing, bound, before 
him, and he had Him at his mercy. The rest of the seif- 
constituted judges had their own injuries to avenge, for had 
not they, the scribes and Pharisees, teachers of the nation, 
been denounced with as unsparing contempt as the knot of 
high caste Sadducees ? Caiaphas had long made up his mind 
what to do. The form of a trial might be necessary, but the 
result was determined beforehand. He had already counselled 
both Sadducees and Pharisees to lay aside mutual disputes, 
and unite against Jesus, as one who endangered their common 
interests, and to sacrifice Him without hesitation. Policy, 
He had urged, demanded that He be at once put to death, to 
prevent His overthrowing the whole ecclesiastical constitu¬ 
tion, with which their welfare and dignity were identified. 
The sentence was thus proclaimed before Caiaphas took his 
seat that night; the judge had already openly said that ho 
intended to condemn. The whole proceedings were, in fact, 
simply a smooth hypocrisy, to secure the necessary aid of the 
Roman executioner. 

Deadly enemies at other times, the “ court ” were now on 
the most amiable terms with other, in their anxiety to hunt 
down the common foe. The proceedings began by Caiaphas, 
as he glanced fiercely at liis prisoner, asking Him various 
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questions respecting His disciples and His teaching: Why 
He gathered so many followers ? What He had meant bv 
sending them through Galilee and Jndca, announcing the 
coming of the Kingdom of God ? Why, a few' days before, 
at His entrance to the city, He had allowed the crowds to 
hail Him as the Messiah ? What He meant by the Kingdom 
of the Messiah, and why He did not formally and publicly 
proclaim Himself the Christ? 

Jesus carefully avoided any allusion to His disciples in Hie 
answer, for to have referred to them, might have brought 
them into danger. As to Himself, the questions needed no 
inquiry; the matter spoke for itself. “ I have taught frankly 
and without reserve,” said He ; “ I have no secret doctrines; 
I have spoken everything I had to teach, publicly, in the 
synagogues and schools of the l^nd, before friends and 
enemies, and here in Jerusalem, in the Temple, where I 
had for hearers the people assembled from all parts. I have 
taught nothing secretly—nothing except in these public 
places. Why do you ask me ? ask some of the multitudes 
who have heard me. They know what I have said to them, 
and what they say will seem to you more impartial than any 
words of mine. The Law requires that witnesses should lirat 

be examined in any trial.” 

But an honest and formal inquiry of this kind, though 
necessary by the Law, was no part of the plan of Caiaphas 
and his assessors. They sought only to get Jesus handed 
over to the Romans as soon as possible, that He might be 
beyond the hope of rescue when the people, among whom 
He had so many supporters, awoke in the morning. That 
He should dare to direct the high priest as to his duty, and 
should presume to throw on the court the rightful tusk of 
proving His guilt, was a fresh offence, and provoked fierce 
looks and angry words from the bench. The defence was at 
once rudely interrupted, for one of the attendants standing 
by—whether of his own accord, because he saw the feeling 
of the judges, or at a hint from Hannas or Caiaphas—in utter 
violation of judicial rules or common decency, forthwith 
struck the prisoner on the mouth, with his hand, to silence 
Him. “ Answerest thou the high priest thus boldly ? ” said 
be. Nothing could have pleased the bench better, and they 
did not attempt to rebuke the offender. It failed, however, 
to disturb the calm self-possession and dignity of Jesus. “ If 
I have spoken what is false,” He replied, “ prove that I have 
done so, but if what I say be right, why do you strike me 



FALSE WITNESSES. 


491 


violently thus ? No one has a right to take the law in hia 
own hands, much less a servant of the court.” 

The appeal to the known and established forms of trial had 
not been lost. Hostile witnesses had already been sought 
to bring home to Jesus, if possible, some charge of false doc¬ 
trine or seditious language, but none had been found. The 
only evidence to be had would not suffice, even in such an 
assembly, to establish a capital charge of which the Romans 
would take cognizance. There were many, doubtless, who 
had heard Him use language which had given the Rabbis 
offence—such as, “ Thy sins are forgiven thee ; ” words re¬ 
garded as blasphemy, and, therefore, punishable with death, 
by Jewish law; but they wanted to condemn Him on a 
charge recognised by Roman law. They had tried by spies, 
for months back, to draw from Him something they could 
twist into an attack on the national religion, or the Roman 
government, but had failed. It was hard to get a tolerable 
pretext for condemning Him. 

Such evidence as they had was now however brought 
forward, in the hope that it would at least prove Him to be 
“ a deceiver of the people,” stirring them up, and exciting 
them against the laws of Moses, 1 as defined by the Rabbis. 
But it was a fundamental rule of Jewdsh jurisprudence, that 
condemnation could only follow the concurrent testimony 
of, at least, two witnesses. 2 Some, however, who came for- 
waid, had nothing relevant to say, and others contradicted 
themselves. His last discourses were, doubtless, the special 
crime in the eyes of His accusers. Little could be said about 
His ovation on entering Jerusalem, except that He had not 
refused it, nor was even the expulsion of the buyers and 
sellers from the Temple brought up, for the spirit that dic¬ 
tated it was evidently noble, however the act itself might 
be challenged. The strong invectives against the collective 
hierarchy offered a safer ground for accusation. Unfortu¬ 
nately for the judges, suitable witnesses were not to be 
found. At the best, those who came forward garbled, or mis¬ 
understood His words; as the hierarchy themselves after¬ 
wards, before Pilate, twisted those respecting the tribute 
money into a directly opposite sense. 3 But even thus, the 
testimony amounted to nothing. Time was passing dan¬ 
gerously fast, without anything done. 

1 Matt, xxvii. 64. Luke xxiii. 2, 5. Mark xv. 11. 

2 Lightfoot, vol. ii. p. 357. 3 Luke xxiii. 2. 
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At last one witness appeared, who alleged that he had 
heard Jesns say, “ Pull down this Temple, it is only the work 
of man, and I will in three days build another, not made with 
hands.” 1 Others agreed that He had said words which 
seemed intended to bring the Temple into contempt; an 
offence so grave that it was afterwards made a capital charge 
against the first martyr, Stephen, that he had “ spoken 
blasphemous words against this holy place;” 9 but their 
statements did not tally, and their witness was therefore 
worthless. 

Meanwhile, Jesus had stood silent. Even to charges so 
hateful to Jewish ears as contempt of the Temple, He had 
made no answer. He knew it would be idle to speak before 
such a tribunal, and kept a dignified silence. To the judges, 
on the other hand, they seemed of the greatest weight. 
Gaiaphas, a true inquisitor, could no longer preserve official 
calmness. Springing from his couch, and standing up in 
front of it, 3 he demanded if Jesus had nothing to say in His 
own defence against all this. What did His silence mean P 
Was it a confession of guilt P But He still remained silent. 
The matter spoke for itself; the testimony given against 
Him was discordant and worthless. If His past life could 
not secure His acquittal, mere words were vain. To use 
His own earlier saying, they would be pearls cast before 
swine, who would turn again and rend Him. Self-conscious 

j n _ 

and kingly, He demeaned Himself with a lofty composure 
that impressed even His judges. He would let violence and 
falsehood run their course. He would not recognise the 
tribunal, nor do honour to its members, for He knew that 
they were determined that He should die, innocent or guilty, 
to serve their own ends. 

Gaiaphas might have closed the examination at this point, 
and have taken the votes of the Commission. But with quick, 
hypocritical acuteness, he felt that the charge best sustained 
was an offence only in Jewish eyes; that the evidence in 
support of it was open to criticism, and that the silence of 
the prisoner might not, after all, be an admission of guilt. 
His pride, moreover, was touched by such on attitude 
towards himself the primate, and lie would force an answer, 
if possible, to save his own dignity. It would, besides, be 
better to go no further into matters which might protract the 
sitting, and spoil the plot, by letting morning return before 

> Mark iiv. 68. 9 Acts vi. 13. 9 Mark xiv. 60. 
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Jesus was in the safe hands of the Romans. True to the 

serpent-cunning' of the house of Hannas, he determined to 
bring things to a head by making Him, if possible, com¬ 
promise Himself at once with Jewish opinion and Roman 
fears. He hoped to worm out what could be distorted into 
a civil offence ; for His keen knowledge of men told him, that, 
while fitly silent and dignified hitherto, his prisoner would 
give a frank reply, and reveal His secret thoughts when 
honour demanded it. He was evidently about to die, as 
He had been charged with living, an enthusiast and zealot. 

Looking straight at the accused, the mitred hypocrite, 
in his white robes, with practised official solemnity, went 
straight to the heart of the matter, by the demand, uttered in 
Aramaic, the common speech of the Jewish courts as of the 
nation, “ I put you on your oath by the living God, 1 whose 
curse falls on those who swear falsely by Him, and require 
you to tell us whether you are the Malcha Meschicha—the 
King Messiah—the Son of God—Ever Blessed ? ” 

The long foreseen moment had come, when an open claim, 
which He had hitherto left to be inferred from His acts and 
figurative expressions, rather than openly stated, would bring 
on Him swift sentence of death. Caiaphas knew that many 
believed Him to be the Messiah; that He Himself had not 
refused the awful name, but had, rather, in His discourses, 
justified its being given Him; and that a few days before, 
He had allowed the thousands of Galilaean pilgrims, who 
greeted His entrance to Jerusalem, to salute Him by it. But 
the ecclesiastical authorities had decided that He neither was, 
nor could be, the Messiah, and, hence, in their eyes, His 
claiming openly to be so would be a crimen Icesm majestatis 
—blasphemous high treason against the true Sovereign of 
the Land, Jehovah. He had hitherto evaded a direct answer, 
except in rare cases, because the time had not yet come for 
His openly declaring Himself. To have done so before all 
hope of longer life was past, would have cut short His 
public work in founding His Kingdom. 

But the supreme moment had now arrived. With kingly 
dignity, in the face of certain death for His words, and in 
solemn answer to the appeal to “ the living God ” as to their 
truth, Jesus calmly replied to the adjuration : “ If I tell you, 
ye will not believe, and if I ask questions that would prove 
my highest claims you would not answer. Thou hast said 
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the Truth—I am the Malcha Mescliicha—the King Messiah— 
the Son of God, and Son of man. In my present guise ye 
will see me no more ; but when ye have slain me, I, the Son 
of man, will forthwith sit on the right hand of the Majesty 
of God, and when ye see me next it will be sitting there, 
and coming in the clouds of heaven.” 

This declaration might have seemed suffieiently explicit, 
but the excitement of the judges, true Orientals, hud grown 
ungovernable. Rising on their cushions, one and all de¬ 
manded, with loud voices, “Art Thou, then, the Son of 


God ? ” “Yon have said it.”* replied Jesus, “ and I am.” 

They had gained their end. Hearing witnesses would 
have required time, and their whole scheme would have mis¬ 
carried, if Jerusalem woke and the Galiltran pilgrims learned, 
while a rescue was still possible, the secret arrest through 
the night, of their fellow-countryman, whom many of them 
esteemed a prophet of Jehovah, if not the very Messiah. 

Caiaphas played his part well. Quivering with passion, 
and triumphant at his success,, he forgot the practised cold¬ 
ness of the Sadducee, and once more springing from his 
couch with well-feigned horror at the words of Jesus, though 
they were precisely what he had wished, rent the bosom of 
his priestly robe of fine linen, as if it were too narrow to let 
him breathe after hearing such blasphemy. He forgot that 
it was the worst of blasphemy for his own lips to use the 
name of Jehovah as a mere cloak for crime and wickedness ! 


“Yon have said it.”* replied Jesus, “ and I am. 
lad gained their end. Hearing witnesses ' 


Jesus had spoken with the calmness of truth and innocence. 
He had applied to Himself words of Daniel and of the 
Psalms, 1 universally understood of the Mcssmh, and had 
predicted His sitting henceforth with Jehovah on the throne 
of heaven, and descending in Divine majesty to judge the 
earth, though, while He spoke, He was at the very threshold 
of a shameful death. 


“ He has blasphemed! ” cried Caiaphas. “ What need is 
there to hear more witnesses ? You have heard the blas¬ 


phemy from His own lips. He gives Himself out as the true 
Messianic Son of God, which we have already decided He is 
not. What seems good to you, my colleagues ? ” 

In an irregular, illegal, self-constituted court, whose 
members had already approved the cold-blooded counsel 
of Caiaphas, to put the prisoner to death, guilty or innocent, 
and thus quench the fire He had kindled, in His own 


1 Dan. vii. 18. Ps. cx. 1 ; viii. 4. 



WORTHY OF DEATH ! 


495 


blood, no evidence or want of it could have secured an 


acquittal. 


Too many private and class grudges, and too 


many vested rights, lent weight to any pretext for a judicial 
murder. The very humility and the purely spiritual aims 
of Jesus were, themselves, a deadly offence; for their Jewish 
pride flattered itself that the Messiah would wield super¬ 
natural powers to restore the old Theocracy, and make Israel 
the head of the nations instead of hated Rome. Then, was 
He not a Galila?an—one of a race they despised ? It might 
be true that He wrought miracles, but one who wilfully 
broke the Law, as He openly did, by Sabbath healing— 
and ivho knew what else P—must work them by kelp from 
Beelzebub, not Jehovah. 

And, besides, had not the high priest told them that it 
was no great harm if a single man were sacrificed for the 
common good, even if he were innocent P When, moreover, 
did ferocious bigotry fail to identify its cry for blood with 
pious zeal for the glory of God ? 

Al l voted that further investigation was useless; that on 
His own confession Jesus was worthy of death. 


They had, at last, their wish. 


All charges affecting the 


Temple, or Judaism, would have raised only the contemp¬ 


tuous laugh of the Roman Procurator. 


But now that Jesus 


had claimed to be the Messiah, He could be represented to 
Pilate as a State criminal, delivered up for an attempt against 
the imperial rights of Tiberius. 

The formal, preliminary examination was over, but its 
result needed to be confirmed by a larger gathering of the 
hierarchy. It was about three o’clock in the morning, and 
some hours must elapse before the sentence could be formally 
ratified. 


Meanwhile, Jesus was left in charge of the rongh Temple 

separated for an hour or two of 
sleep. There was nothing, now, to restrain the coarse natures 
to whom the condemned prisoner had been consigned. One 
under sentence of death was always, in these rough ages, the 
sport and mockery of his guards, 1 and those in charge of 
Jesus, made worse than common by the example of the 
judges, vented their cruelty on Him with the fiercest 
brutality. Their passions, indeed, intensified their bitter¬ 
ness, for they were fierce Jewish bigots. He was to die as 
a false prophet, and as such they treated Him, racking their 


police, while the judge 
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ingenuity to invent insult and injury. Having blindfolded 
Him, some struck Him violently on the head with their 
fists, or perhaps with the vine-stick which Roman cen¬ 
turions 1 and other officials carried as their sign of rank, 
and were wont to use on the face or head of the soldiers—for 
some of the captors of Jesus had such staves with them— 
others struck Him with their open hands, while still others, 
adding the greatest indignity an Oriental could offer, spat in 
His face; crying, a6 they insulted and tortured Him, “ Pro¬ 
phesy to us, thou Messiah, who was it that did it ? ” The 
hands they had bound had healed the sick and raised the 
dead; the lips they smote had calmed the winds and the waves. 
One word, and the splendours of the Mount of Transfigura¬ 
tion would have filled the chamber; one word, and the 
menials now sporting with Him at their will would have 
perished. But, as He had begun and continued, Ho would 
end—as self-restrained in the use of His awful powers on 
His own behalf as if He had been the most helpless of men. 
Divine patience and infinite lov6 knew no wearying. Ho 
had but to will it and He would walk free, but Ho came to 
die for man, and He would not shrink from doing so. 

While His examination had been proceeding, the central 
court, which seems to have been paved, was the waiting 
place of the servants of the several jndges, and of the under¬ 
lings of the high priest, and the Temple watch. John and 
Peter, recovering from their first panic, and anxious to soo 
what became of their Master, had followed at a distance, till 
He was brought to the house of Caiaphas. The door of tho 
outer court, or porch, had been closed, to prevent the entranco 
of any one likely to spread an alarm and bring about a rescue; 
but John, happening to be known to the household, or, 
perhaps, to the high priest himself, wns readily admitted. 
Meanwhile, Peter remained shut out, but at John’s solicitation 
was presently admitted by the maid who kept the door. 

A fire of wood kindled in the open court in the chilly 
April night, had attracted all round it, Peter among the 
rest, by its cheerful blaze. He sat by the light with weary 
heart, wondering, what the end would be, and not without 
alarm for his own safety, in case he should be recognised, 
und charged with bis violence in the garden. Meanwhile, 
tho door-keeper, who, perhaps, had seen him in attendance 
on Jesus in the Women’s Court of the Temple, sauntered 
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like others, to the fire, and with a woman’s abruptness, after 
gazing at him steadily, put the question directly to him : 
“Art thou, also, one of this man’s disciples?” Confused 
and off his guard, he said nothing; but she would not let him 
go. “ Thou, also, wast with Jesus of Galilee,” she continued 
—repeating to those round her, “ Certainly this man, also, 
was with Him.” “ Woman,” said Peter, stammering out 
the words in mortal terror for his life, “ I do not know Him; 
I do not know what you mean.” But his conscience was ill 
at ease, and his fears grew apace. He could no longer hide 
his confusion, and went off into the darkness of the porch. 
His inexorable inquisitor would not, however, let him escape. 
He had hardly come to the light again, after a time, when she 
once more scanned him, and, determined to justify herself, 
began to speak of him to the serving men and slaves. “ He 
is one of them. He was with Jesus of Nazareth.” Irritated 
and alarmed, and losing all presence of mind, he repeated 
his denial with an oath. “ I do not know the man. I am 
not one of His disciples. I swear I am not.” 

His stout assertions gave him an hour’s respite and peace, 
but his troubles were not over, for the maid had called atten¬ 
tion to him, and his bearing had excited suspicion. At last, 
one of the slaves of the high priest, a kinsman of the wounded 
Malchus, renewed the subject by asking Peter directly, 
“ Did I not see thee, as I was standing at the door of the 
garden, just as they were coming out ? ” “ You never did,” 

said Peter. “ I was not there.” “ Why, your very speech 
shows that you are of them—you were with Him,” cried 
angry, fierce voices, “ you are a Galilaean—we hear it in your 
words.” 

Peter now lost all control of himself. He had tried to 


strengthen his last denial by a solemn oath, but now burst 
into curses and imprecations on himself, if he had not spoken 
truth, in saying that he knew nothing whatever about Jesus! 
In the midst of his excitement a cock-crow fell on his ears, 
and, at the sound, his Master, still before His murderers in 
the room opening into the courtyard, turned and looked 
him full in the face, with those loving, but now reproachful, 
eyes, in the light of which Peter had so long found his 
sweetest joy. 

It was enough. The glance, like lightning revealing an 
abyss, brought back to its nobler self the honest heart that 
for a time had been alarmed into superficial unfaithfulness, 
and threw an awful brightness into the depths of sin on 
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whose edge he stood. All his unmanly weakness and 
wretched fear rose in his thoughts, and, with them, tho 
remembrance of his boastings, so miserably belied . 1 Christ’s 
words, which he had so warmly repudiated—that, before the 
cock crew, he would deny Him thrice—had come true. 
What a contrast between the grand strength of his Master, 
and his own weakness ! 


Shame and sorrow, mingled on the moment with a 
yearning hope of forgiveness, overpowered him, and he did 
now, what he should have done earlier, went out, and wept 
bitterly. It is a touching, and beautiful tradition, true to 
the sincerity of his repentance, if not as a historical reality, 
that, all his life long, the remembrance of this night never 
left him, and that, morning by morning, he rose at the hour 
when the look of his Master had entered his soul, to pray 
once more for pardon. 

Towards the close of the fourth watch, and before day¬ 
break, the heads of the theocracy, true to precedent, which 
required that the whole Sanhedrim, while it existed, should 
meet to ratify a sentence of death, had extemporized a 
semblance of the old High Court of the Nation, in some 
suitable building. Thither Jesus was now led, under escort 
of Temple police and retainers of the high priest, to appear 
before the notables of Israel. The chiefs of the priestly 
courses, and other dignitaries of the Temple, with a number 
of elders and Rabbis, had gathered in the fading darkness, 
old though most of them were, to take part in the condem¬ 
nation of the Hated One. The proceedings were, however, 
only formal—to hear the sentence of the Commission and to 
endorse it. This done, the way was clear for handing Him 
over to Pilate. 


In the eyes of those who thns unanimously confirmed the 
fatal sentence, He was a criminal of the worst dye; for, in 
their opinion, He had blasphemed with audacious boldness, 


by claiming to be the King Messiah, the Son of God, the 
long-expected Deliverer of the nation, sent to it from heaven. 


No one had ever before laid claim to the sacred name; for, 


though many Messiahs rose in later years, no one, as yet, 
had assumed the tremendous dignity. Proof more than 
enough to establish His highest claims, offered itself in His 
lifo and words and works; but passion and prejudice had 


1 Matt. xxvi. 57, 58, 69-75. Mark xiv. 53, 54, 66-73. Luke ixii. 64- 
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hardened their hearts and blinded their judgments. The 
worst among them would never have dared to proceed 
against Him, had they believed Him really the Messiah. 
“ I know,” says St. Peter, “ that you acted in ignorance, as 
did also your rulers.” 1 But it was the ignorance that had 
refused the light. Had they been honest and honourable, the 
first point to have been settled would have been, at least 
to hear what the Accused had to say in His own favour. 
They had constituted themselves the vindicators of the Law 
and the Prophets, and it was their elementary duty to hear 
the prisoner’s exposition of the statements of both, respecting 
the matter in hand. He had owned Himself the Messiah, 

m 

and for doing so, without giving Him the opportunity of 
supporting His claim, they voted the sentence of death by 
noisy acclamation. Law and tradition demanded a second 
full hearing of the case , 2 but they thrust both aside in their 
zeal to get Him condemned. 

1 Acts iii. 17. 3 Kcim, vol. hi. p. 34G. 



CHAPTER LXII. 

BEFORE PILATE. 


■ I THE decision of the Jewish authorities having been duly 

signed and sealed, and Jesus once more securely bound, 
He was led off, strongly guarded from rescue, to the olficial 
residence of Pilate, on Mount Zion. It was still early, but 
Eastern life anticipates the day, for the heat of noon requires 
rest during the hours busiest with us. The way ran from 
the West Hall of the Temple over the Tyropceon, by a bridge, 
and across the open space of the Xystus, with its pillared 
porches. The palace of Herod, now Pilate’s head-quarters, 
lay just beyond—the proud residence of the Roman knight 
who held the government for the Emperor Tiberius. It was 
inhabited for only a few weeks or days at a time; but now, 
during the Passover, the procurator took care to be present, 
to repress at once any popular movement for national free¬ 
dom, which the spring air, the feast itself, and the vast 
gathering of the nation, might excite. 

Now, for the first time, Jesus entered the gates of a king’s 
palace—the home of “ men in soft raiment ”—entered it as 
a prisoner . 1 He w r as to stand before a man who has come 
down to us as one of the most unrighteous, cruel, arbitnry, 
and hateful; a man rightly named Pilate, the “ Javelin-man,” 
for it seemed his delight to launch cruelties and scorns on 
every side, like javelins, among the oppressed people. What 
had Jesus to expect from one who hated the nation from his 
soul, and sported with their lives and possessions as if they 
w r ere not men, but a lower raco of despised slaves and fanati¬ 
cal Helots? It might, indeed, be of benefit to Him that the 
hatred of Pilate towards the Jews, might regard Him as a 
welcome instrument, in the absonce of a better, for playing 
off his bitterness against them and their leaders. To favour 
a Man who was in opposition to them, w r as, itself, a pleasure. 

1 Matt, xxvii. I, 2, 11-14. Mark xv. 1-6. Loke xxiii. 1-6. John xviii. 
28-38. 
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Calm, temperate and impartial, compared to Jewish passion 
and bitterness, and in some respects in sympathy with the 
accused, the hard, proud, heathen Roman was more open than 
the Jews or their leaders, to the impression of Christ’s inno¬ 
cence or harmlessness. 

That he did not permanently protect Him, rose, partly, 
from his character, and, partly, from his past history as pro¬ 
curator. Morally enervated and lawless, the petty tyrant 
was incapable of a strong impression or righteous firmness, 
and, besides, he dreaded complaints at Rome from the Jewish 
authorities, and insurrections of the masses in his local 
government. He had, in the past, learned to fear the un¬ 
conquerable pertinacity of the Jews and the rebukes of the 
Emperor, so keenly, that he would permit, or do, almost 
anything, for quiet. This showed itself in his course to¬ 
wards Jesus. Protecting Him for a time, half in sympathy, 
half in mockery, he gave Him up in the end, rather than 
brave the persistent demand of a people he hated and feared. 
He would have set Him free, but for the popular clamour, 
and a bitter remembrance of the trouble it had already given 
him in Jerusalem and at'Rome . 1 


There was a hall in the palace, in which trials were 
generally conducted, but the Jewish notables, who had con¬ 
demned Jesus, were much too holy to enter a heathen build¬ 
ing during the feast, since there might be old leaven in it. It 


was Friday, and the Sabbath began that night, and in the 
evening, at this season, the priests and people universally 
held a supplementary feast on the flesh of the freewill offer¬ 


ings. It had, for centuries, been associated with the Pass¬ 


over, of which it was reckoned a part, and Levitical unclean¬ 


ness would prevent the accusers joining in it.“ They were 
still true to the character given them by Jesus; careful of 
the outside of the bowl and platter, but willing that, within, 
it should be filled with wickedness. They had effected their 
end, Jesus was in the hands of the Romans before Jerusalem 


awoke. 


Knowing the people with whom he had to do, Pilate made 
no attempt to overcome their scruples. Trials in the open 
air were common, for Roman law courted publicity. Roman 
governors, and the half Roman Herod and his sons, erected 
their tribunals, indifferently, before the palace, in the market¬ 
place, in the theatre, in the circus, or even in the highways.' 


1 Keim , vol. iii. pp. 362, 363. 
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Pilate, therefore, caused his official peat to be set down on a 
spot known in Jerusalem as Gabbatha, “the high place,”* 
from its being raised above the crowd, and as “ The Pave 
ment,” because, as was the custom with the spot on which 
Roman judges sat, it was laid with a mosaic of coloured 
stones. It was, very possibly, a permanent erection, square, 
or of crescent shape, of costly marble, in keeping with the 
splendour so dear to Herod, its builder, and seems to have 
been raised in front of the “ Judgment Hall,” a doorway 
connecting the two. It was a maxim of Roman law that 
criminal trials should be held on a raised tribunal, that all 
might see and be seen . 1 . 

The ivory cumle chair of the procurator—his seat cf state 
and sign of office—or, perhaps, the old golden scat of Arche- 
laus, was set down on the tcsselated floor of the tribunal, 
which was large enough to allow tho assessors of the court— 
Roman citizens—who acted as nominal members of the judi¬ 
cial bench, to sit beside Pilate, for Roman law required their 
presence. On lower elevations, sat the officers of the court, 
friends of the procurator, and others whom he chose to 
honour. 


The priests and elders who appeared against Jesus, now 
led Him up the steps of the tribunal, to the procurator, and 
placed Him before him . 2 Chairs were generally set near that 
of judge for the accusers, and there was also, usually, a seat, 
for the accused; but in Judea, despised and insulted, this 
custom was not now observed, at least so far as regarded 
Jesus, for He had to stand through the trial. An interpreter 
was not needed, as the Jewish officials doubtless spoke Greek, 


and Jesus, brought up in Galilee, where the presence of 
foreigners made its use general, necessarily understood it. A 
strong detachment of tioops from the garrison guarded tho 
tribunal and kept the ground , 3 for a vast crowd of citizens 
and pilgrims speedily gathered, as the news of the arrest 


spread . 4 

Roman law knew nothing of the inquisitorial system by 


which a prisoner might be forced to convict himself; it re¬ 
quired that a formal accusation of a specific offence should bo 
made against him. This office of accuser, Caiaphas, under- 


1 Tholuck, Ev. Johan., p. 313. Winer, Art. LithostroUm. Pihel J ex. 

Art. Gabbatha. Luthardt, Evan. Johan., vol. ii. p. 410. Liicke, Evan. 
Johan., vol. ii. p. 487. 

3 Diet of Ant., Art. Basilica. Kcim, vol. iii. p. 366. 

» Matt, xxvii. 27. See Bell. Ju*l., ii. 14. 8, 0. * Matt, xxvii. 20. 
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took in part, as the representative of the nation and its 
highest dignitary, to give the charges the greater weight , 1 
though a professional “ orator ” 2 may also have been employed, 
as was usual. 

Pilate having taken his seat, began the proceedings *>y 
formally asking Caiaphas and his colleagues what accusation 
they had against the prisoner . 3 

“ If He had not been a great offender,” replied Caiaphas, 
as spokesman, “ we would not have delivered Him up to thee. 
We h ave authority, by our own laws, to punish ordinary 
offenders ; but this man’s crime goes beyond our powers in 
the punishment it demands, and we have, therefore, handed 
Him over to thee . 4 That we have done so, I submit, is proof 
that He deserves death. The presence of myself, the high 
priest, and of the notables of the nation, as His accusers, may 
suffice to prove the blackness of His guilt.” 

Pilate was not a stranger in Palestine, and Jesus had, doubt¬ 
less, already been under his notice, through reports of his 
spies and officials. He had learned that He avoided all 
appeals to force; that His discourses had nothing whatever 
political in them, and that His zeal was mainly directed 
against the corruptions of the Jewish priesthood and public 
teachers, whom the Romans themselves despised for the 
same cause. The immense crowds that had followed Him 
at his first appearance in Judea, three years before, and His 
subsequent course in Galilee, must have been the subject of 
many official communications to Caesarea, Pilate’s usual resi¬ 
dence ; and they had uniformly represented Him as peace¬ 
ful and harmless. Pilate knew, therefore, that He was now 
delivered up by the priests and Rabbis, only from envy 5 and 
for their own selfish ends. From all he had learned, Jesus 
was only a well-meaning enthusiast, and he could easily see 
how such a man might well be dangerous to the vested 
interests and mock holiness of the Jewish magnates, but not 
at all so to Roman authority. He was ready enough to 
quench in blood any religious movement that threatened the 
peace, but he saw no ground for apprehension as regarded 
this one. 

The Gospels give only a brief outline of the whole trial, 
but even the opening address of Caiaphas, or the orator 
who spoke for him and his colleagues, was, no doubt, full of 


1 M:'tt. xxvii. 12. 

3 John xviii. 29. 

70 


2 Acts xxiv. 1. 

* John xviii. 30. 


Jos. Ant., xvi. 2. 3. 

* Mark xv. 10. 
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rhetorical compliments to Pilate himself and of fierce words 

against the prisoner. It had, however, a very different effect 
on Pilate from that intended. The hypocritical clamour for 
blood by a priesthood whom he despised as Jews, and still 
more for their superstition, bigotry, barbarous want of tasto 
and culture, restless greed, and restive opposition to Rome, 
was hateful and repulsive. He would not involve his court, 
which represented the majesty of the Emperor, in any further 
details of a question about one who seemed a mere religious 
reformer. The accusers bad, themselves, jurisdiction in their 
own religious disputes. 

Interrupting the speaker, therefore, Pilate told him, “ If 
you have found Him what you say, you had better, in ray 
opinion, take Him and judge Him according to your own 
law .” 1 If they did not trouble him further, he would not 
interfere with them. He had not, as yet, understood that 
they sought to have Jesus put to death, but fancied they 
wished some other punishment. 

Caiaphas had his answer ready. “ It is a criminal charge,” 
said he, “ a charge of capital crime, and we cannot put any 
one to death without your confirming our sentence .” 2 He 
could not, however, do so in any case, without at least a 
summary investigation, and thus the matter must proceed 
before him. They might have stoned Jesus for blasphemy, 
had he sanctioned their doing so, but they were resolved to 
leave the odium of the murder on him, and have their victim 
crucified. In the fulfilment of the Divine counsels, He wm 
to die, not as a martyr to Jewish fury, but as a sin-offering 
on the Cross. 


“ What is your accusation then P ” asked Pilate. 

Craftily keeping out of sight Christ’s declaration that He 
was the Son of God, because such a theological question was 
indifferent to the Roman, and because heathenism had no 
such ideas connected with the phrase as Judaism, Caiaphas 
turned the religious offence into a political one. The “ Son 
of God,” in a Jewish sense, was equivalent to the Messiah, 
the expected national deliverer, and, hence, he created a pre¬ 
tension to earthly royalty out of the claim. Such an accusa¬ 
tion could not be overlooked, and must wake prejudice, if 
believed, as involving a charge of treason against the sus¬ 
picious and relentless Tiberius. The priests expected an 
instant condemnation, for they knew Pilate’s hyaena-like 
nature. 


1 John xviii. 91. 


* John xviii. 81, 82. 



THE ROMAN TRIAL. 


505 


Roman law permitted the questioning of a prisoner after 
formal accusation, and confession of the charge was held 
sufficient proof of guilt. 

“ The accused has been condemned by us as a deceiver of 
the people,” answered the high priest . 1 

“ How ? ” asked Pilate. 

“ In a double way,” said 
nation against paying their tribute to Caesar, and He sets 
Himself up as King of the Jews. He says He is the Messiah, 
which is the name we give our king, and He has led many to 
regard Him as a descendant of David, and our only lawful 
sovereign.” 

Jesus was standing at Pilate’s side. Rising from his chair, 
and ordering Him to be brought after him, he retired into 
the palace, and calling Jesus before him, asked Him, “ Art 
Thou the King of the Jews ? Dost Thou, really, claim to be 
so ? ” He evidently expected a disavowal, for he felt it 
almost beneath him to put such a question to one, in his 
eyes, so utterly unlike a king. Had he been firm and strong- 
minded, he would have seen the groundlessness of the charge, 
from the absence of all overt proof; but he weakly proceeded 
to compromise himself, by putting Jesus to examination. 

Knowing that Pilate had nothing against Him but the 
words of His enemies outside, Jesus, with a calm dignity that 
must have amazed the procurator, replied by a counter ques¬ 
tion. “ Do you ask this of your own accord, or have others 
told it you of me ? ” 2 He would have Pilate remember the 
more than doubtful source of the accusation, and that, with 
all his official means of information, no grounds of such a 
charge had ever suggested themselves to his own mind. It 
was, besides, essential to know if he spoke as a Roman, with 
a political use of the title “ king,” or repeated it in the Jewish 
sense, as equivalent to “ the Messiah.” 3 

“ Do you think I am a Jew ? ” answered Pilate, scornfully, 

in entertaining an accusation from 
so suspicious a source. “ Tour own nation have brought 
you before me; the charge comes from the priests and 
Rabbis. I have only repeated what they allege, Do you 
suppose I care for your dreams about a Messiah ? Tell me, 
what have you done ? Do you call yourself the King of the 
Jews ? ” 

1 Luke xxiii. 2. 2 John xyiii. 34. 

• Ewald , vol. v. p. 368. Neander’s Leben Jesu , p. 460. Luthardt , 
vol. ii. p. 397. Paulus t vol. iii. p. 226. 


feeling his false position 


Caiaphas. “ He stirs up the 
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“ In yonr sense of the word I am ‘not a king,” answered 
Jesus; “ but in another, I am. My accusers expect a mere 
earthly, world-conquering Messiah. But my Kingdom is nut 
of this world 1 —not earthly and political. If it were, my 
attendants would have fought for me, to prevent my being 
arrested and delivered up to my enemies by the soldiers you 
sent against me. But they made no resistance nor any 
attempt even to rescue me, and this, of itself, is enongh to 
show that my Kingdom is not a political one.” 

“ You speak of a kingdom ; are you really a king, then, in 
any other sense than the common P ” asked the procurator, 
awed before the Mysterious Man. 

“ Thou sayest it ; 2 so it is; I AM A Kino,” answered Jesus. 
“ I was born to be a king; I came into the world that I 
should bear witness for The Truth.” He spoke in His lofty, 
mystic way of the Divine Truth He had seen and heard in u 
former existence, when in the bosom of the Father. ‘‘AH 
who love and seek the Truth,” he continued—“ that is, who 
hear and obey my words—are my subjects.” He had thrice 
claimed a Kingdom, and thrice told Pilate that it was not of 
this world. 


“ How these Jews talk! ” thought Pilate. “ They, barbarous 
as they are, think they have Truth as their special possession 
—Truth, w hich is a riddle insoluble to our philosophers! 
What have I to do with such speculations, fit only to confuse 
the head of a hungry Greek or a beggarly Rabbi P ” But he 
had heard enough to convince him that Jesus had no thought 
of treason against Rome, or of stirring up a disturbance in 
the country. Hardened, cold, worldly, he felt how aw r ful 
goodness is, and would fain have dismissed One so strangely 
different from other men—an enthusiast, willing to die to 
make men better! “ What kind of a man is He P ” thought 

the Roman. “ If He only had not been so ready with His 
talk about being a king! But He will do nothing to help 
Himself ! W hat is Truth ? ” said he, ironically, and turned 
aw r ay without waiting an answer, for in Pilate’s opinion, as 
in that of most men of his class in that age, Truth was an 


airy nothing, a mere empty name . 3 

Leaving Jesus to be brought out again after him to the tri¬ 
bunal, he returned to the accusers and the multitude. Touched 


1 John xviii. 36. 

3 Matt, xxvii. 11. Mark xy. 2. Luke xxiii. 3. John xviii. 37. 

1 Liiekt, vol. ii. p. 460. Neaader, p. 460. Meyer, in loc. Luthardt, 
voL ii. p. 401. 
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by the prisoner’s self-possession and dignity, half-afraid of 
One who spoke only of Truth and of other worlds than this, and 
incensed that the hierarchy, for their own ends, should have 
sought to palm off on him a harmless enthusiast, as a danger¬ 
ous traitor, he threw the priests and Rabbis into fierce con¬ 
fusion, by frankly telling them “ that he had examined Jesus, 
and found no ground for any punishment 1 in His thinking 
Himself the Messiah, as they called it.” One point in the 
accusation had failed, but it was necessary to hear what might 
be alleged besides. The accusers could easily see that, in 
spite of the admission of Jesus that He claimed to be a 
king, Pilate regarded Him rather with pity than fear. More 
must be done to fix on Him the crime of being dangerous to 
the State. The priests and Rabbis were greatly excited. 
One after another, they sprang up, with charge upon charge, 
to confirm their main accusation. In their fierce big’otry and 
unmeasured hatred, they had not scrupled to speak of a purely 
religious movement as a dark political plot, and now they 
were bold enough even to adduce proofs of this treason. “ He 
has perverted women and children, and has systematically 
stirred up the whole nation against Coesar ; from Galilee to 
Jerusalem there is not a town or village in the land where 
He has not won over some, and filled them with wild expec¬ 
tations. He has appealed to the nation to join His Kingdom ; 
He has spoken against paying the taxes; He is a second Judas 
the Gaulonite, and you know what his career cost Rome, in 
blood and treasure.” The hypocrites ! They were hunting 
Jesus to death simply because He would not identify Himself 
with them, and use His supernatural power to drive out the 
Romans, and set themselves on the vacant throne . 2 They 
were demanding His death on the pretext that He had 
threatened to use force to establish His Kingdom, when the 
truth was, His real offence, in their eyes, was that He would 
not use force! 

Such a storm of accusations and suspicions might well have 
led Pilate to expect some denial or disproofs from Jesus. He 
doubtless attributed all the difficulty of the situation to His 
too ready admission of His dreamy kingship; and, on every 
ground, even for his own sake, to clear him from a business 
that grew more and more serious, hoped to hear some de¬ 
fence. But Christ knew with whom He had to do. He knew 
His enemies were determined that He should die, and would 




1 John xviii. 38. 
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invent charge after charge till He was destroyed. They had 
already scrupled at nothing. He knew Pilate—fierce, and 
yet cowardly, with no moral force; the tyrant, and yet the 
sport of the Jewish authorities . 1 The majesty of truth and 
goodness in Him looked down with a pitying disdain on the 
moral worthlessness of judge and accusers alike, and would 
not stoop to utter even a word in His own behalf before them. 
They knew His life and work, and if the witness they bore 
were of no weight, He would add no other. “ If I demand 
that He answer,” thought Pilate, “ perhaps He will do so. 
Do you not hear,” said he, “ how many things they accuse 
3 r ou of? Do you make no defence at all?” But Jesus 
remained silent, not uttering even a word. “ A very strange 
man,” thought Pilate. He seemed to him, more than ever, 
a lofty enthusiast, blind to His own interests and careless 
of life. 

The word “ Galilee,” in the wild cries of the priests and 
Rabbis, raised a new hope in Pilate’s mind. Antipas was 
now in Jerusalem at the feast. If Jesus were a Galileean, 
it would be a graceful courtesy to send Him to be tried, as a 
Galileean, before his own prince, and might perhaps efface the 
grudge Antipas had at himself, for having let loose his soldiers 
lately on the Galilean pilgrims in the Temple, during a 
disturbance, some being cut down at the very altar—a sore 
scandal in the Jewish world. It would, moreover, get him 
clear of a troublesome matter, and, perhaps, it might even 
save the strange Man—so calm, so dignified, in circumstances 
of such weakness and humiliation; with such a look, as if He 
read one’s soul; with such a mysterious air of greatness, even 
in bonds, and in the very face of death by the Cross. Anti¬ 
pas would hardly yield to the Temple party, as he himself 
might be forced to do, to avoid another complaint to Rome. 
He no sooner, therefore, heard that Jesus was a Galileean, 
than he ordered Him to be transferred to Antipas, that he 
might judge Him. 

The old palace of the Asmoneans, in which Antipas lodged, 
was not far from Pilate’s splendid official residence . 5 It 
lay a few streets off, to the north-east, within the same old 
city wall, on the slope of Zion, the levelled crest of which was 
occupied by the vast palace of Herod, now the Roman head¬ 
quarters. Both were in the old, or Upper City, and through 
the narrow streets, the sides of which rose high above the 


1 Matt, xxvii. 12-14. Mark xv. 3-6. ' Luke xxiii. 6-12. 
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centre to prevent defilement to passers-by, Jesus was led 
under escort of a detachment of the Roman troops on duty. 
The accusers had no choice but to follow, and the multitude 
went off with them, for it was no ordinary spectacle to see 
the high priest and all the great men of the city, thus in 
public together. 

The vassal king was caught in Pilate’s snare. The flattery 
of referring a Galilsean case to him as the Galilsean tetrarch, 
greatly pleased him, and his light superficial nature was no 
less gratified by having One brought before him, of whom he 
had heard so much. In his petty court, amidst all its affec¬ 
tation of grandeur and state, ennui hung like a drowsiness 
over all. He had never seen a miracle, and should like to be 
able to say he had. It would break the monotony of a day, 
and give an hour’s languid talk. A prisoner, in danger of the 
Cross, could not refuse to humour him, if He commanded 
Him to perform one ! He had been afraid of Jesus once, but 
a miracle-worker in chains, could be only, at best, a clever 
juggler. 

Pilate had taken his seat on his tribunal in the grey dawn, 
and an hour had passed. It was shortly after six , 1 when 
Antipas, early astir, like all Orientals, heard the commotion 
in the courtyard of his palace, and received word that Jesus 
had been handed over to his authority. A few minutes more, 
and the prisoner was led into the Court of Justice of the 
palace, and presently Antipas made his appearance on the 
tribunal, on which Jesus was also forthwith placed. 

The light, weak, crafty, worthless man, was disposed to be 
very condescending. He put question after question to Him, 
as his idle curiosity suggested, and doubtless commanded 
that a miracle might be performed there and then. But 
Jesus was no conjuror or “ magus.” He was ready to save 
His life by worthy means, but He would not, for a moment, 
stoop to anything ignoble. The creature before Him clad 
in purple was the murderer of John, the slave of a wicked 
woman, a mean adulterer, and would fain have had His life 


as well as that of the Baptist, Jesus felt, therefore, only 
utter disdain for him, and treated him with withering silence. 
He might tire himself with questions, but not a word of 
reply would be vouchsafed. Antipas began to feel that it 
was no time to indulge his humour, and grew half-alarmed. 

The high priests and Rabbis, Caiaphas at their head, 


1 Greeawell, Harm. Evan., p. 3C3. 
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would gladly have turned the annoyance of the tetrarch to 
their own account. When his questions had ceased, they 
broke out into vehement accusations, forgetful, in their rage, 
alike of their office and of their self-respect. But they, too, 
were met with the same insufferable, contemptuous silence, 
which gave no chance of fastening anything on their enemy, 
by any admission of His own. Antipas was no less at a loss 
than Pilate what to do. One thing, alone, he had resolved 
—he would take no part in condemning so mysterious a 
man. Was he afraid of the large following Jesus already 
had in Galilee ? Was he spell-bound and awed by those eyes, 
that calmness, that more than kingly dignity? Was he 
afraid of the very power of which he had craved some ex¬ 
hibition ? When there was no Herodias at hand to muko 
him the tool of her revenge, he was rather a mere voluptuary 
than cruel . 1 

Treated so strangely before his courtiers; humbled and 
baffled, Antipas covered his defeat and alarm by an affecta¬ 
tion of contemptuous ridicule. The harmless, fanatical mad¬ 
man, who claimed to be a king, would make a tine butt for 
the humour of his guard. Let them trick Him out as a 
king, and play at homage to Him, and see how He would 
bear His shadowy dignities! It was a brave chance for the 
courtiers to show their manliness by mocking a helpless 
prisoner! Antipas knew, by this time, Pilate’s opinion of 
the accused, and suspected why he had sent Him. So, officer 
and common soldier set themselves to amuse their master, 
by trying their wit on this ridiculous pretender to a crown ! 
Tired at last, nothing remained but to send Him back to 
Pilate, and let him finish what he had begun. Antipas had 
no desire to meddle further in what might prove a very 
troublesome matter. Having, therefore, put a white robe* 
—the Jewish royal colour—on Jesus, as if to show his con¬ 
tempt for such a king , 2 he sent Him back to the procurator. 

Pilate had already made one vain attempt to save Him, 
and now, anxious to end the matter, summoned the accusers 
once more to the tribunal. A great crowd had gathered, 
mostly of citizens, instinctively hostile to the alleged enemy 
of the Temple by which they lived. Looking at Jesus again, 
standing before him in the humble dress of the people—for 

* Matt. xiv. 9. 

• Bengol . (inonum , in loc. Luke xxiii. 13-25. Matt, xxvii. 15-26. 
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thov had already stripped Him of His robe of mockery 
—Pilate noticed that he showed no trace of fanaticism in 
word, bearing', or countenance; and felt more convinced 
than ever that He was no rebel or dangerous person. “ I 
have examined this man,” said he, “ and nothing worthy of 
death has been done by Him. Still more, I sent Him to 
Herod, and he is of the same opinion, and has transferred 
Him again to me uncondemned. But since so much trouble 
has been caused by His fancies, He deserves some punish¬ 
ment. I shall, therefore, order Him to be scourged and then 
dismissed. It will be a warning to Him.” The proposal was 
a mean salve to the wounded pride of the hierarchy for his 
refusing their demand for a sentence of death. 

Meanwhile a cry, destined to have momentous results, arose 
in the crowd. It was the custom to carry out capital 
sentences at the Feast times, that the people at large might 
get a lesson; but it was also the practice of the procurators, 
in compliment to the deliverance of Israel from the slavery 
of Egypt, commemorated by the Passover, to release any 
prisoner condemned to death, whom the multitude might 
name in the Passover week. 

Coming forward, therefore, and addressing both accusers 
and people, Pilate reminded them of their custom that he 
should release a prisoner to them at the Passover. Cries 
instantly rose, clamouring that he, as hitherto, would grant 
them this favour, and for once the shouts pleased him; for 
he fancied that, this time, there could be no question who 
should receive the pardon. One who claimed to be their 
national king, and had attracted so much notice, would, he 
assumed, be gladly accepted. He called out to the people, 
therefore, whether they would like “ Jesus, their king,” to 
be the prisoner now released to them. 

It happened that, at this time, there lay, awaiting exe¬ 
cution, one Barabbas—the son of a Rabbi*—who had, 
apparently, been compromised, through religious fanaticism, 
in one of the countless petty revolts which incessantly 
harassed the Romans. He was no common robber, but a 
zealot, who, in mistaken ardour for the honour of the Law, 
had taken part in a tumult, during which some Roman 
sympathizers or soldiers had been killed. 

The proposal of Pilate threatened to overthrow the scheme 
of the hierarchy, and, unless opposed on the instant, might 
catch the popular fancy, and be accepted. Caiaphas and his 
party, therefore, with quick presence of mind, determined to 
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turn attention from it, by raising a counter proposal flatter¬ 
ing to local passion. “ Ask him to release Barabbas to you, 
and not this man,” shouted they to the mob. It was a 
dexterous stroke, for Barabbas had been condemned for an 
offence which made him a martyr in the eyes of the people. 
He had risen against the abhorred Roman. He was a 
patriot therefore; a zealot for the Temple and the Law, 
while Jesus was the enemy of things as they were, opposed 
tradition and rites, and demanded reforms. Caiaphas had 
no sympathy with the revolutionary fierceness of Barabbas, 
but it was, after all, only an excess of zeal on the right side, 
whereas Jesus was the public accuser of the whole priest¬ 
hood, and of the schools as well. 

The cry for Barabbas, therefore, was raised by the high 
priest as a cue to the people, and repeated with such vehement 
urgency that, erelong, it was caught up by the whole crowd, 
who were presently wild with excitement to have “the 
patriot” released, instead of Jesus. The public opinion or 
voice of a nation, when the result of free expression of 
opposite judgments, may be the voice of God; but the voice 
of the unthinking multitude, as the outburst of sudden 
passion or caprice, seems often that of Satan . 1 Pilate was 
under no legal obligation to give the people their choice, but 
had fancied he might appeal to them as against the priests 
and Rabbis, and play them off, as a counterpoise to the oppo¬ 
sition of their leaders, and a security for himself with the 
Emperor. But the priests kept up the cry for Barabbas so 
fiercely, and, to Pilate’s regret, the multitude echoed it with 
such a wild tumult of voices, that he saw he had failed. “ Give 
us Barabbas,” alone was heard. A popular tumult seemed 
rising. Everything promised another scene like that of the 
great deputation to Ceesarea, about the standards set up in 
Jerusalem, when the persistent cries of the multitude were 
not to be silenced, even by fear of death, and forced Pilate, 
in the end, to yield. 

To add to the governor’s perplexity, lie had scarcely 
ascended the judge’s seat to receive the decision of the 
people, and give his sentence in accord with it, when a 
message came to him from his wife, from the fialace behind, 
which, under the circumstances, must have greatly impressed 
him. Since the time of Augustus, Roman magistrates had 
been permitted to take their wives to the provinces , 9 and 
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tradition has handed down the wife of Pilate—whose name 
it states was Procla—as a proselyte to Judaism . 1 She had 
evidently heard of Jesus, and, having taken a lively interest 
in Him, was greatly troubled at His -arrest and present 
danger. Her messenger, hastening to Pilate, now whispered 
an entreaty from her, that he would have nothing to do with 
condemning this just man ; she had suffered many things 
through the night in a dream because of Him, and feared 
Divine vengeance if He were condemned. 

Pilate, guided only by expediency, was at a loss what to 
do. Unwilling to give way to the mob, and let loose a fierce 
enemy of Rome instead of a harmless and evidently lofty- 
minded enthusiast; certain that the high priests had accused 
Him only from envy at His influence with the people, and 
hatred of Him for His opposition to themselves; half afraid, 
moreover, especially after his wife’s message, to meddle 
further in the matter; he once more turned to the crowd, 
who were still shouting “ Hot this man, but Barabbas,” and 
attempted to carry his point, and save Jesus. 

“ Which of the two,” cried he, “ do you really wish me to 
release to you ? ” “ Barabbas, Barabbas,” roared the mul¬ 

titude. The cry raised by the priests had carried all before 
it. “ What shall I do then,” asked Pilate, pale before the 
storm, “ with Jesus, whom you call the Messiah—the King 
of the Jews ? ” He hoped that the sound of titles so dear 
to their hearts, and so flattering to their pride, would have 
some effect. But he was bitterly deceived. 

For now, for the first time, rose in answer to him, the 
fearful words, “ To the Cross ! Crucify Him ! crucify Him ! ” 
the priests and Rabbis, prelates and doctors of the nation, 
on the raised platform of the tribunal, shouting first, and the 
mob below re-echoing the cry far and wide. 

Pilate had failed twice, but he still held out. Appealing 
a third time to the excited crowd, he strove to reason with 
them :— 

“ Why shall I crucify Him ? What evil has He done ? 
He has broken no law. I have found no cause, in anything 
He has done, to put Him to death. I will, therefore, only 
scourge Him, and let Him go.” 

But he knew not the forces he was opposing. Behind 
the passions of the priests and Rabbis and people, were the 
slowly self-fulfilling counsels of the Eternal! 

1 Evavg. Nicod ., cap. 2. Hofmann’s Leben Jesit , pp. 338-343. 
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The sea of upturned faces again broke into wild uproar, 
and a thousand voices yelled at their fiercest, “ Crucify Him! 
crucify Him ! ” 

The six days of Ceesarca, when the same crowds had 
besieged his palace, with the unbroken cry, which not even 
imminent death could still 1 —the Bix days, when their 
invincible tenacity had forced him to humble himself before 
them and let them triumph—rose in Pi hate’s mind. 

“ It will be another uproar like that,” thought he ; “I must 
yield while I can, and save myself.” Poor mockery of a 
ruler! Set by the Eternal to do right on earth, and afraid 
to do it; told 60 by his own bosom; strong enough in his 
legions, and in the truth itself, to have saved the Innocent 
One, and kept his own soul, he could only think of the 
apparently expedient. Type of the politician of all ages 
who forgets that only the right is the strong or wise! 

Not daring in his weakness to play the man and do right, 
Pilate was yet determined that even those at a distance, 
who might not hear his disavowal of any willing share in the 
condemnation of Christ, should be made to see it. To wash 
the hands in water is a natural symbol so expressive of re¬ 
pudiation of responsibility, that it had been adopted by Jews 
and heathen alike. As long before as the days of Moses, 
the elders of a city, near which the body of a slain man 
had been found, were required to wash their hands over a 
slaughtered heifer, and declare their innocence. To wash 
the hands in innocency was already a common expression in 
the days of David,- and it was familiar to both Greeks and 
Romans. Calling, therefore, for water, Pilate went towards 
his official chair, and with significant gestures, washed his 
hands, calling aloud as he did so, “That as his hands were 
clean before them, so was he himself, of all guilt in the blood 
of this Man. It is on you; you may answer for it as you 
best can ! ” 

“Yes! yes!” cried the furious priests and rabble, “ will¬ 
ingly ! We and our children will take the blame ! His blood 
be on us and our children if He be slain unjustly.” 

“ Then you may have His blood,” thought Pilate; “ I 
have done my best to save Him ! ” So do men deceive 
themselves; as if they could wash their conscience clean as 
easily as their hands! They fancy they have fulfilled to 
the utmost their acknowledged duty, when they have not 
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done precisely the first indispensable and decisive act. They 
weary themselves, toiling along a thousand crooked ways, 
which cannot lead them to their end, and turn aside from 
the path of unhesitating, immovable right—the way nearest 
to them, and the shortest, after all! 1 

The Innocent One had gained nothing but evil by all 
the windings and doublings of the scheming and trimming 
Roman. Pilate had proposed as a compromise with His 
accusers, to save His life by delivering Him over to the 
shame and agony of scourging, though He had, confessedly, 
done nothing amiss. He was now to be both scourged and 
crucified. 

Victims condemned to the cross first underwent the hideous 
torture of the scourge, and this was, immediately, inflicted 
on Jesus. Pilate, forthwith, commanded it to be carried out. 
“ Go, bind His hands, and let Him be beaten,” was the order 
for this terrible prelude to crucifixion. 

Roman citizens were still exempted, by various laws, from 
this agonizing and painful punishment, which was employed 
sometimes to elicit confessions, sometimes as a substitute for 
execution, and, at others, as the first step in capital sentences. 
It was in full use in the provinces, and lawless governors did 
not scruple to enforce it even on Roman citizens, in spite 
of its acknowledged illegality. 2 Jesus was now seized by 
some of the soldiers standing near, and after being stripped 
to the waist, was bound in a stooping posture, His hands 
behind His back, to a post, or block, near the tribunal. He 
was then beaten at the pleasure of the soldiers, with knots of 
rope, or plaited leather thongs, armed at the ends with acorn- 
shaped drops of lead, or small, sharp-pointed bones. In 
many cases not only was the back of the person scourged 
cut open in all directions; even the eyes, the face, and the 
breast, were torn, and the teeth not seldom knocked out. 
The judge stood by, to stimulate the sinewy executioners by 
cries of “Give it him”—but we may trust that Pilate, 
though his office required him to be present, spared himself 
this ciime. 

Under the fury of the countless stripes, the victims some¬ 
times sank—amidst screams, convulsive leaps, and distortions 
—into a senseless heap ; sometimes died on the spot; some* 

1 Paultu, vol. iii. p. 234. 

8 Liv., x. 9- Gic. Verr., v. 63. Sen. Ir., iii. 18. Matt, xxvii. 26--30. 
Mark xv. 15-19. John xix. 1-3. 
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times were taken away an unrecognisable mass of bleeding 
flesh, to find deli verance in death, from the inflammation and 
fever, sickness and shame. 1 

The scourging of Jesus was of the severest; for the soldiers, 
employed as lictors in the absence of these special officials, 
who were not allowed to procurators, only too gladly vented 
on any Jew the grudge they bore the nation, and they would, 
doubtless, try if they could not force out the confession 
which His silence had denied to the governor. Besides, He 
was to be crucified, and the harder the scourging the less 
life would there be left, to detain them afterwards on guard 
at the cross. What He must have endured is pictured to us 
by Eusebius in the epistle of the Church in Smyrna. “ All 
around were horrified to see them (the martyrs),” says he, 
“ so torn with scourges that their very veins were laid bare, 

and the inner muscles and sinews, and even the very bowels, 
exposed.” 2 


The scourging over—Pilate, as his office required, standing 
by, to hear any confession that might be made—Jesus was 
formally delivered over to a military officer, with the autho- 
rization to see Him crucified. He had been scourged in the 
open grounds before the palace gate, close to the tribunal, 
but was now led, still half-naked, with painful, bleeding 
steps, into the inner court of the palace, in which, as the 
trial was over, the whole cohort—no longer needed outside— 


was massed, to be ready for any attempt at rescue. His 
guards next put some of His clothes 1 on the quivering body. 
For this His own humble under garments contented them, in 


part; but the brutal humour of the guard-room was free to 
vent itself on a condemned man, and the lofty claims of 
Christ, and His hated nationality, excited it to tho keenest. 
Instead of His plain abba of linen, therefore, they threw 
over His shoulders a scarlet sagum or soldier’s cloak, as a 
rough burlesque of the long and fine purple one worn only 
by the Emperor. One of them, running to the nearest open 
space, heightened the coarse and shameful merriment by 
bringing in some of the tough twigs of the thorny Nubk, 
which he twisted into a mock laurel wreath, like thut worn 


at times by the Ccesars, and forced down, with its close 
sharp thorns, on our Saviour’s temples. The Nubk even 


1 Keim, vol. iii. p. 961. Arts. Leibeutrafen , in Winer and Henoq. 
Bevp, vol. vi. p. 239, etc. etc. 
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yet grows, on dwarf bushes, outside the walls of Jerusalem. 1 
A last supreme touch, to complete the ridicule, was at 
hand, in one of the long reeds, used in many ways in Jewish 
houses, and hence easily procured. Placed in His hand, 
the mock king had a sceptre! It only remained to pay Him 
a show of homage, and this they did on their knees, salut¬ 
ing Him with mock oaths of allegiance, “ Hail, King of 
the Jews.” The courtyard rang with peals of laughter. 
Some of. the more brutal could not, however, let things pass 
so lightly. He was a Jew; He had claimed to be a king, 
in opposition, as they fancied, to the Emperor, and He was 
about to be crucified. They indulged their^coarseness, there¬ 
fore, by tearing the stout cane-like reed from His hands, and 
striking Him with it over the face and head. Others struck 
Him rudely with their fists: some, in their contempt, even 
spitting on Him as they did so. The scourging had lasted 
till the soldiers had done their worst, and now, their un¬ 
speakable brutality was left to wear itself out. 

This long passage of insult and mockery was one of the 
sorest trials of these last sad hours. Yet, through the whole, 
no complaint escaped His lips. He was being insulted, mal¬ 
treated, and mocked, as a Jew, while already agonized by the 
scourging; but, if His tormentors had known it, He stood 
where He did, because the Jews hated Him. They ridiculed 
His claim to spiritual monarchy as the Messiah ; but had the 
soldiery known the truth, He was being put to death because 
He had opposed the Jewish dream, that the Messiah would 
secure the universal political supremacy of their nation. 

No murmur rose from Him. He might have spoken, or 
sighed, or implored the pity of the soldiery; He might have 
appealed to their honour and compassion. A heart beats 
even in the roughest bosom. But He was silent—not be¬ 
cause the waves of His sorrows had overwhelmed Him, but 
in triumphant superiority to them. He had been bowed 
and crushed in Gethsemane, but now He showed the serene 
joy of a conqueror. His silence was a mark of His perfect 
child-like resignation to the will of His Father. He was 
fulfilling, by His calm endurance, the work of His life, in 
accordance with the eternal counsels of God, and in holy 
love for His nation and the world. His kingly spirit was 
clouded, to human eyes, by pain and agony, but the end of 
His life and death shone out the more triumphantly before 
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Him. He was dying to destroy for ever the dead and death* 
causing ritualism of the past; as the Founder of a religion of 
love and freedom and light, and as the atoning sacrifice for 
the sins of the world, which would open the gates of mercy 
to man for evermore ! 

Pilate had, apparently, retired into the palace for a time, 
but now re-appeared; urged, perhaps, by his wife Procla, to 
make one more effort to save Jesus. He might have pre¬ 
vented the pitiful roughness of the soldiers had he pleased, 
and the scourging itself was an injustice, by his own con¬ 
fession. He now ordered Him to be brought out once more, 
tottering with pain and weakness, wearing the scarlet cloak 
and the crown of thorns, and covered, besides, with the vile 
proofs of contempt and violence. Even the stony heart of 
Pilate was touched. 


“ Behold,” said he, “ I have brought Him out to you 
again, that you may know, once more, that I have found 
no fault in Him.” 1 Then, turning to the figure at his side, 
drawn together with mortal agony, and looking at the pale, 
worn, and bleeding face, through which there yet shone a 
calm dignity and more than human beauty that had touched 
his heart, and might touch even the heart of Jews, he added, 
“ Behold the Man ! ” Would they let the scourging and 
mockery suffice, after all ? 

But religious hatred is the fiercest of all passions. Jesus 
had been sleepless through the night; worn with anticipa¬ 
tions of the terrible future, and with the sadness of an 
infinite sorrow; disfigured by the lawless treatment of the 


palace-yard, and bowed by the torture of the scourging ; and 
now stood, utterly exhausted, before all eyes—yet a Form 


demanding reverence. 

But the priests were unmoved. What revenge would 
satisfy their hatred so long as still more could be had ? The 
sight of their victim redoubled their ferocity. Forgetful of 
their profession and dignity, the chief priests—the priinate 
and prelates of the day—their servants and the servile crowd 
echoing their cry, answered the procurator’s appeal only by 
loud shouts of “ Crucify ! Crucify ! ” 

“ Take ye Him, then, and crucify Him, if it must be so,’ 
answered Pilate. “ I have found Him blameless of any 
offence against Roman law for which I could condemn Him.” 
As if he wished to say, “ I will not be your mere tool i ” 
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The first accusation had therefore failed, and was dropped. 
But the priests were determined to have His life, and forth¬ 
with demanded it on a new ground. 

“ He shall not escape with life!” cried their spokesman. 
“ If He has committed no crime worthy of death by Roman 
law, we have a Jewish law which He has outraged, and by 
it He must die. He has claimed to be the Son of God— 
the Messiah—which He is not, and for that, by our law, 
which thou hast sworn to uphold, He has been sentenced 
to death—by stoning, in any case ; by the cross, if thou 
al lowest it. Thou art bound to uphold our decision and 
confirm our sentence.” 

Thousands were eager to put Jesus to death, with Pilate’s 
permission or without, now that the high priests had roused 
their fanaticism. 1 The zealots would do it as a meritorious 
act. But such an outbreak Pilate dreaded. He would, 
therefore, have yielded without hesitation, but even to his 
frivolous soul there was an ominous sound in the name 

Son of God.” Might he be braving the wrath of the gods, 
and what, compared to that, was the utmost these wretched 
J ews could do ? 

The irresolute man—with no force of character, and too 
unprincipled to be an upright judge, if the right were not 
first of all politic—was alarmed. Perhaps, if he brought 
Jesus before him, privately, once more, a way out of the 
dilemma would present itself. There was also that dream 
of Procla to frighten him. 

Retiring, therefore, into the palace, he ordered Jesus to be 
set before him again. 

“ What was that they said,” asked he, “ about Thy being 
the Son of God? W'Rence comest Thou? Art Thou of 
human birth or more ? ” 

The dignity of spotless innocence, outraged by the very 
representative of justice, forbade a reply. Anything He 
might have said, however clear, would moreover have been 
unintelligible to the heathen governor, with his utter want 
of moral earnestness, and would have been fruitless. Jesus 
therefore remained silent. Pilate had abundant means of 
judging from the past, and, besides, it was no question of 
birth or origin, but a simple matter of uprightness he was 
called on to decide. If his prisoner were innocent, he had 
a right to be set free, whoever He might be. 


71 
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Pilate’s pride was touched by the silence. His momentary 
tenderness turned into lowering passion; for power, when it 
feels itself in the "wrong, is the more ready to drown con¬ 
science by violence towards the weakness it wrongs. “ Do 
you refuse to answer Me?” he asked, in flashing anger. 
“ Do you not know that your life is in my hands, and hangs 
on my nod ? That I can crucify, or release Thee, at my 
pleasure ? ” 

Had he been self-possessed at the moment, and able to 
ponder things aright, he would have seen an answer to his 
question, even in Christ’s silence. For it is certain that He 
in whose lips no deceit was ever found, would, ou the instant, 
have honourably confessed that He was only a man, had He 
been no more. His very silence was a testimony to His 
Divine dignity. 1 

But He was now silent no longer. “ You have indeed,” 
said He, “power over me, but you would have none were it 
not given you from God above. But your sin, though groat, 
in condemning me against your conscience, and exercising 
on me the power granted you by God, is not so great as 
that of others; for you are only an instrument in His 
hands to carry out His counsels. The chief guilt lies on 
those who have delivered me to you, to force you to carry 
out their will against me. Theirs is the greater sin ! ” Even 
in His lowliest humiliation, He is tender and pitiful to the 
man who has done Him so much wrong, and bears Himself 
towards him, Roman governor though he be, as if their 
respective positions had been reversed.. He has nothing to 
6ay of His own agonies or unjust treatment, but only warn¬ 
ing earnestness at the thought of the sin that wits 
wrought by men against their own souls. 

The words and the whole conduct of Jesus, struck into 
the heart of the Roman. Presence of mind and self-re¬ 
spectful dignity, even in the most helpless victim of injustice, 
have an irresistible power over the oppressor. How much 
more such a unique grandeur as diffused itself round this 

mysterious Man ! Pilate was more than ever resolved to 

♦’ * m 

release Him. Returning once again to the tribunal, Jesus 
at his side, he strove to bring the priests and the crowd 
to content themselves with wliat their victim had already 
suffered. 

But the priests and Rabbis had hit upon a new terror 
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for the unrighteous judge. Hardly waiting to hear his first 
words, they raised a cry, which they and the mob kept shout¬ 
ing till Pilate was thoroughly alarmed and unnerved. “ If 
you let this man go, you are not true tp Caesar. Any one 
that makes himself a king-, as He has done, declares himself 


)) 


against Ca?sar. 

Pilate knew the jealous, suspicious character of Tiberius, 1 
and feared his displeasure the more, because his conscience 
told him how he had abused his office by every form of 
tyranny, so that an appeal to Rome might well be fatal to 
him, Should he expose himself to the displeasure of the 
Emperor ? He was ready for any act of weak unrighteous¬ 
ness, rather than brave a censure from Capreoe, far less the 
risk of imperial vengeance. He, perhaps, tried to believe 
that he could not, in any case, save Christ’s life, 2 and flattered 
himself that he had acted with exceptional uprightness. He 
must, after all, look to himself first, 
on himself a recall, perhaps banishment, or even worse, to 
save a Jew, because justice demanded his doing so ? “ Who, 


Would he bring down 


in my position, 




doubtless thought the 


mere politician, 


“would dream of committing such a folly P Shall I sacrifice 
myself for any one ? Iso ! ” 

Furious at the priesthood and the rabble, who kept shout¬ 
ing the hateful insinuation that clemency would be treason 

O 


to Caesar, Pilate once more took his official seat. It was 
now about nine o’clock,® and he had at last given way, 
though with bitter mortification. He would not however, 
surrender without another effort to carry his point, for he 
was alarmed alike at Jesus and about the Emperor. 

Turning to Jesus, still wearing the crown of thorns and 

n J o 

the scarlet cloak, in a burst of unconcealed contempt against 
the Jew's, as impolitic as it was useless, lie cried, “ Behold 
your King ! ” The only answer was a hurricane of cries, 
“ Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him ! ” “ What! ” 
cried Pilate, with keen withering mockery, “ shall I crucify 
your king ? ” As if to say that one so humiliated and out¬ 
cast was all the king they deserved. 

Caiaphas and Hannas, and the group round them, were 
however more than a match for him. They had an answer 
ready which would force his hand, if he had any thought of 
still holding out. “We have no king but Caesar,” rose all 
round him; “ we want no other king ! ” “ The hypocrites,” 
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doubtless, thought Pilate, “ with the souls of slaves. Tiberius, 
himself, has not } ot ventured to take the name of kiug, or 
Lord; and these, his mortal enemies, priests too, pretending 
to be the heads of religion, pay him homage as king, without 
being asked, only to compel nie, by their pretended loyalty, to 
carry out their revenge against one so much better than 
themselves.” 

It was Friday, and Sabbath—on which nothing could be 
done—began at sunset. If the execution were delayed, new 
difficulties might rise from Jewish scruples about the dese¬ 
cration of the holy day, by the exposure of bodies on the 
cross during its hours. Who, moreover, could tell what 
might happen if the followers of Jesus rose against His 
enemies, during this respite, to release their Teacher. Be¬ 
sides, Pilate felt he could not now save Him, and wished 
the whole matter over as soon and as quietly as possible. 

He therefore at last gave the final order for crucifixion. 



CHAPTER LXIII. 


JUDAS—THE CRUCIFIXION. 

A MONG the spectators of the trial and condemnation, was 

one who was far enough from joining in the cries of the 
high priests, and their satellites,—Judas Iscariot . 1 Whatever 
might have been his thoughts while sustained by excitement, 
he had no sooner seen Jesus led away from the garden by 
the Roman soldiers than all changed. The excitement was 
over; the whirlwind of evil, on which his spirit had for the 
time ridden, was spent, and in its place had come the awful 
calm of retrospect and reflection. He was no longer needed by 
his employers, and found himself, though lately flattered and 
rewarded, now cast ignominiously aside as the traitor he was. 
The great moon, the silent night, his loneliness after such 
agitation, the sudden breaking up of the past, the vision of 
the three years now so tragically ended; echoes and remem¬ 
brances of the love and Divine goodness of the Master he had 
betrayed; a sudden realization of the infinite future—with 
its throne, its unerring Judge, the assembled universe, the 
doom of the guilty, and the joy of the faithful—acted and 
reacted on his heart and brain. 

It may be he had stood, pale with remorse and anxiety, 
through all the incidents of the trial, hoping against hope 
that his Master would at last put forth His supernatural 
power, and deliver Himself, as he had expected. It is quite 
possible that Judas acted as he had done to precipitate a 
crisis, and compel Jesus to such a display of His power as 
would, even against His will, force on Him the assumption 
of the worldly Messianic dignity, from which the unhappy 
fallen man had dreamed of political greatness and rich official 
state. 

To his unspeakable horror, he found all his calculations 
miscarry. Perhaps after waiting amongst the crowd before 
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Pilate, as well as outside the palace of Caiaphas, he had heard 
the shouts of the priests and the mob, the sound of the 
knout falling on the bleeding back, the awful demand for The 
Cross —that image of lowest degradation and extra most agony 
—and last of all, the fatal utterance of Pilate, “I, inihs, 
expedi crucem,” “ Go, soldier, prepare the cross.” They 
had fallen in a Sodom-like fire-rain on his soul, and he felt, 
himself, already, the accursed of time and eternity. The light 
of life passed into the darkness visible of- despair. Which 
way he looked was hell; himself was hell. 

Hurrying to the Temple with his wretched gain, for which 
he had bartered away his inheritance of one of the twelve 
thrones of the resurrection, and an apostle’s glory here, in the 
heavenly kingdom his Master had founded, he sought to 
thrust it back again on the priests from whom he had got 
it, as the wages of guilt—paid beforehand, to quicken his 
zeal. But though willing to prop up their Temple system 
by murder, they would on no account compromise their own 
ceremonial purity or that of the sacred treasury, by taking 
back the coin, which they themselves had polluted by paying 
as the price of crime. They could see the stain of the 
blood on the shekels, but not on their own souls. Judas had 
served their purpose, and was nothing to them now. Ho 
had in his agony pressed into the veiy court of the priests, 
where they were gathered—ground sacred to consecrated 
feet. “ Would they do nothing yet to save his Master ? Ho 
had not expected they would go to such awful extremes. 
Jesus was innocent. All he had said against him was un¬ 
true. Would they not, for their holy office sake, for the sake 
of the holy spot on which they then were, undo the awful 
offence ? ” 

He might as well have spoken to the marble pavement on 
which they stood with bare feet, in outward reverence of the 
Holy of Holies close by. The stone was not more impassive 
than their hearts. “ What is it to us,” answered they, “ what 
you have done ? That is your own affuir. See you to it.” 
But if he could not move them, he could at least so far 
clear himself by casting back among them the money with 
which they had hired him . 1 Throwing it on the pavement, 
therefore, he went out, perhaps in the darkness of early 
morning—for possibly he did not wait for the last acts of 
the trial, but had been overwhelmed by the condemnation 
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of Jesus by the Jewish authorities—and hanged himself in a 
spot of ground, till then known as the clay-yard of a potter 
of the town, but thenceforth as the Field of Blood. Nor 
was even this the end ; for the cord by.which he had sus¬ 
pended himself gave way, and he fell beneath, ruptured and 
revolting. 

To put into the treasury money defiled from any cause, 
was unlawful. To what could the authorities apply it P 
How, better, than* to buy the worn-out clay pit, already un¬ 
clean by the suicide of Judas, for the further pollution of a 
graveyard. There was need of a spot in which to bury 
foreign Jews who might die in Jerusalem. So the scene of 
the traitor’s death became doubly a “ field of blood.” * 

Meanwhile, preparations were being rapidly made for 
crucifixion . 1 

Death by the cross was the most terrible and the most 
dreaded and shameful punishment of antiquity—a punish¬ 
ment, the very name of which, Cicero tells us, should never 
come near the thoughts, the eyes, or ears of a Roman citi¬ 
zen, far less his person . 2 It was of Eastern origin, and had 
been in use among the Persians and Carthaginians 3 long 
before its employment in Western countries. Alexander the 
Great adopted it in Palestine, from the Phenicians, after 
the defence of Tyre, which he punished by crucifying two 
thousand citizens, when the place surrendered . 4 Crassus 
signalized its introduction into Roman use by lining the 
road from Capua to Rome with crucified slaves, captured 
in the revolt of Spartacus , 5 and Augustus finally inaugurated 
its general use, by crucifying six thousand slaves at once, in 
Sicily, in his suppression of the war raised by Sextus Pom¬ 
poms . 6 

It was not a Jewish punishment, for the cases mentioned 
in the Old Testament of “ hanging up ” criminals or offenders 
refer only to their dead bodies, 71 * or were imitations of 
the heathen custom, by some of the kings. For Jews to 
crucify a Jew would, indeed, have been impossible, as the 
national sentiment would have revolted from it. The cruelty 
of heathenism had to be invoked by the corrupt and sunken 
priesthood, before such a death could be inflicted on any 
member of the nation, far less on one declared by the pro- 


1 Matt, xxvii. 31-38. Mark xv. 20-28. Luke xxiii. 26-38. John xix. 
16-22. 2 p T0 Rabiro, c. 5. 

* Herod., iii. 126. Polyb., i. 86. 4 Gurtiua, viii. 

5 Plin. Ep., x. 38. 6 Oros., vi. 18. ' Ewald, Alt., pp. 220, 420. 



526 


THE LIFE OF. CHRIST. 


curator himself to be innocent . 1 It was the punishment 
inflicted by Rome—which knew no compassion or reverence 
for man as man—on the worst criminals, on highway 
robbers, rebels, and slaves, or on provincials, who in the eyes 
of Romans were only slaves, if they fell into crime. 

The cross used at Calvary consisted of a strong post, 
which was carried beforehand to the place of execution, and 
of two cross pieces, borne to the spot by the victim, and 
afterwards nailed to the nprightsso that they slanted forward, 
and let the sufferer lean on his stretelied-out hands, and thus 
relieve the pressure of his body downwards . 3 A stout rough 
wooden pin, in the middle of the upright post, supplied a seat 
of fitting agony, for the weight of the 
have torn it from the cross. 


body would otherwise 


While everything was being prepared, Jesus was again 
exposed in the guard-room to the insults of the soldiery. 
At last, hovrever, all was ready, and the scarlet cloak was 
now removed, His own linen abba being replaced. It was the 
custom, as I have said, for offenders themselves to carry the 
transverse pieces of their cross, and these, therefore, were 
laid on the shoulders of Christ, faint as He was w T ith mental 
and bodily distress. A detachment of the cohort which had 
been kept in the court of the palace, in case of disturbance, 
was marched out under a centurion to guard the procession 
to the place of death, the officer being responsible for the 
due execution of the sentence. Jesus was not, however, to 
die alone. Two more prisoners were led off to suffer with 
Him; men convicted not of mere insurrection, but of rob¬ 
bery—the special trouble of the land in these evil times, even 
till Jerusalem perished. Pilate could hardly have intended 
to degrade Jesus in the eyes of the Jews by associating Him 


with enemies of society; but the thoughtlessness which per¬ 
mitted his forming such a group of victims, simply to empty 
his prison, and get through the annual Easter executions at 
once, shows how superficial an impression had been mado 
on his light nature by all that had passed. His seriousness 
had been written in water; heartlessness and utter want of 


moral sincerity were his prevailing mood. 

And now the sad procession began. It was about ten in 
the forenoon, for at least an hour had been spent in gel ting 


1 Ewald, Gesch., vol. ▼. p. 573. 
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iii. p. 235. De Wette’s Archanlogic , p. 166. Winer, R. IV. B., Ait 
Kreuzigung. Scpp, vol. vi. p. 298. 
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ready. The soldiers stepped into their ranks, and the pri¬ 
soners were set, under guard, in their places, each carrying, 
hung from his neck, a whitened board, stating in large 
black letters the offences for which he was about to die; 
unless, indeed, as in some cases, a soldier bore it before 
them. Each, also, carried the cross beams of his cross, fast¬ 
ened together like the letter V, with his arms bound to the 
projecting ends. 

It is vain to attempt to follow the route, for the whole 
surface of Jerusalem has changed since then. Roman 
London is reached only at a depth of sixteen or seventeen 
feet, though the history of our island is comparatively 
peaceful; but Jerusalem has stood siege after siege till the 
streets of Christ’s day are buried below the ruins of succes¬ 
sive cities. All we know is that the place of execution was 
outside the walls, to the north-west, at the side of a leading 
road , 1 to let the spectacle be seen by the crowds passing and 
repassing . 0 From the palace of Herod, the sad procession 
must have passed out under the shadow of the great castles 
of Hippicus, Phasael, and Mariamne, through the Hebron 
or Jaffa Gate, or the Gate Gennath. As it moved slowly 
on, an official proclaimed aloud the names of the prisoners, 
and the offences for which they were about to die . 2 3 Four 
soldiers walked beside each, as the special guard and 
executioners, the rest of the detachment preceding and fol¬ 
lowing. 

As it moved through the narrow streets, a great crowd 
accompanied it. The Temple had special claims on the 
citizens in the Passover week, and besides, it would soon be 
Sabbath, and they were busy with their worldly affairs, and 
lothe to afford the time ; yet many, both friends and enemies, 
pressed after the soldiers. The women especially, less easily 
diverted from sorrow and pity, either by religious rites or 
every-day duties, thronged to see One of whom they had 
heard so much, led out to die. In the East, men and women, 
even man and wife, never appear in public together, and 
hence all were free to show their feelings independently. The 
Galilaeans in the city had been taken by surprise, and had 
had no time to gather at the trial and show sympathy with 
their countryman, whom so many of them reckoned as a 

1 Nam. xv. 31. 1 Kings xxi. 13. Acts vii. 58. Matt, xxvii. 39. Mark 
xv. 29. Cic. Verr., v. 66. Hor. Heb ., Lightfoot , vol. ii. p. 364. S>pp t 

vol. vi. p. 303. But see Palestine Fund Report , April, 1883. 

3 Scpp, vol. vi. p. 303. 
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prophet. Only fanatical Jerusalem, to which the cry of the 
priests was law, and to whom Jesus, as a supposed enemy 
of the Temple—the idol at once of their bigotry and tlieir 
pocket—was doubly hateful, had learned of the arrest in the 
early morning, and had gathered to yell down Pilate’s pro¬ 
posals of release. 

Two incidents only are recorded of the march to the place 
of execution. The beams laid on Jesus soon proved too 
heavy, in the hilly streets, for His exhausted strength, and 
His slow advance with them so delayed the procession that 
the guard grew impatient, and having seized a passer-by 
coming from the country, compelled him to bear them. The 
involuntary cross-bearer w r as a foreign Jew r , called Simon, 
from Cyrene, in North Africa—now part of Tunis, but then 
in the province of Libya. Ptolemaeus Lagi 1 had carried off 
a hundred thousand Jews from Palestine, and settled them 
in those regions of North Africa, and in three hundred years 
they had increased so greatly in numbers, that a special 
synagogue was erected in Jerusalem 2 for the pilgrims they 
yielded to the great feasts. Simon’s appearance marked him 
as a foreigner, for, in the East, all nationalities have their 
distinctive dress, and, as a stranger, the infamy of being 
made to carry a cross would be less likely to cause a stir. 
It may be that he showed sympathy with Jesus; but, in any 
case, his service to Him appears to have resnlted in his con¬ 
version, with all his family; for it is easy to believe the 
tradition that the “ Rufus and his mother,” of whom St. 
Paul, a quarter of a century later, speaks so tenderly, were 
his wife and one of the two sons, Alexander and Rufus, men¬ 
tioned by St. Mark A as known to his readers. 

From the moment of His declaring Himself the Messiah, 
and being condemned to die for doing so, Jesus had had 
nothing more to say to His judges . 4 No cry of pain, no 
murmur of impatience escaped Him. He had realized to 
the full all that the victorious completion of His werk, 
through self-sacrifice, demanded, and bore indignities and 
agonies with unbroken submission. He was dying to free 
mankind from the bondage of the letter; to break for ever 
the chains of Rabbinism and priestly caste from tho human 
soul; to inaugurate the reign of spiritual religion; and, 

* n.c. 323-285. * Acts vi. 9. 3 Mark xv. 21. Rom. xvi. 13. 

* Luke xxiii. 27-32. Matt, xxvii. 31-34. Mark xv. 20-23. John xix. 
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above all, to atone for man’s sin, and then enter into His 
grlory with the Father. In the words of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, the joy set before Him strengthened Him to endnre 
the cross, and despise the shame . 1 

But His lips, shut for hours, opened once more on the way 
to His death. The road was lined with spectators, many of 
whom did not attempt to conceal their sympathy; and a 
great crowd followed, both of men and women—the latter 
tilling: the air with loud lamentations and wailings. Touched 

o a 

with their grief, so strangely sweet after such a long bitter¬ 
ness of mockery and clamorous hatred, the Innocent One 
stopped on His way, and turning to them, bade them lament, 
not for Him, but for themselves. 

“ Daughters of Jerusalem,” said He, “ weep not for me, 
but weep for yourselves.” His death was the fulfilment of 
the counsels of God, and His apparent overthrow" was His 
real and eternal victory. They might have wept for Him 
had He shrunk from completing the work given Him to do, 
and failed to perfect the great plan of human salvation. 
“Weep for yourselves and for your children. The fate of 
Jerusalem, which I love so well, is sealed,' and will be sad 
indeed compared with my momentary pains. For if your 
enemies do these things to me, a green fruit-bearing tree that 
deserves to live and be cherished—me, pronounced guiltless 
even by the judge himself—what will they do with the dry 
and worthless tree of the nation, guilty before God and man ? 
Israel is a dry, leafless trunk that will bear no more fruit, 
but is doomed to the burning. What will be its fate, if mine, 
who am green and fresh in innocence, be what it is ! Yet 
the green, cut down, will sprout again, but the dry will 
perish for evermore! In that day the curse of ages of sin 
and hypocrisy w'ill overwhelm your city and Temple, with 
its watchers and shepherds.” 

He had always loved children, and had often pressed them 
to His heart and carried them in His arms; but the vision 
of the awful future rising before Him was darkened by 
this very tenderness. To bear children was the glory of every 
Jewish wife ; but now He told them that, in after years, they 
would call her blessed who had never borne. “ Your nation 
has not known the day of its visitation ; it has pushed back my 
hand when I offered it life here and hereafter, it has killed 
its prophets and stoned them that were sent to it from God, 
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and at last the things of its peace are hid from its eyes. Instead 
of life let it wish a grave, ere its despairing cry rises, that the 
mountains should fall on it, and the hills cover it 1 from the 
avenging wrath of God.” Words of tender human love, 
welling up from the depths of a sacred pity, even under the 
shadow of the cross ! 


The spot oil which the crosses were to be erected stood 
near some of the gardens of the suburbs, and was known by 
the Aramaic name, Golgotha, of which Cranion, “a skull,” 
given as the name by St, Luke, writing for Gentiles, is the 
Greek translation, and Calvaria, Calvary, the Latin. From 
a fancied allusion to the shape of a skull, tradition has handed 
it down as a hill ; but all the four Gospels call it simply a 
place, as if it had its name only from its bare smoothness and 
slight convexity, as we speak of the brow of a hill from its 
rounded slope. It may have been the usual place of exe¬ 
cution, but there is nothing in the name to lead to the belief; 
for, in that case, it would have been spoken of as a place of 
skulls , had they been permitted to lie unburied, in Judea, 
which was impossible. 

The cross pieces were nailed in their places on the upright 
posts, sometimes before, sometimes after, the posts themselves 
had been set up. Jesus and His fellow-sufferers, in either 


case, were now stripped, as they had been before they 
were scourged—a linen cloth at most being left round their 
loins .* 1 The centre cross was set apart for our Lord, and 
He was either laid on it as it lay on the ground, or lifted 
and tied to it as it stood upright, His arms stretched along 


the two cross beams, and His body resting on the project 



pin of rough wood, misnamed a seat. The most dreadful 
part then followed; for, though even the Egyptians only tied 


the victims to the cross, the Romans and Carthaginians added 


to the torture, by driving a huge nail through the palm of 
each hand, into the wood. The legs were next bent up till 


the soles of the feet lay flat on the upright beam, and then 
they, too, were fastened, either, separately, by two great iron 
nails, or over each other, by one. 

A single touch of humanity was permitted during these 
preparations—the offer of a draught of the common sour wino 
drunk by the soldiers, mingled with some stupefying bitter 
drug, usually myrrh. The ladies of Jerusalem made it, 
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indeed, their special task to provide it for all condemned 
persons . 1 But Jesus would take nothing to cloud His 
faculties, even though it might mitigate His pain. The 
cross was now lifted up and planted in the ground , 2 with a 
rough shock of undescribable agony. It was perhaps then 
that the first words uttered on it rose from His lips : 
“ Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do,”— 
words breathing love, patience, submission, gentleness, and 
goodwill, not only towards the soldiers, who were the blind 
servants of power, but even to Pilate and Caiaphas, Hannas 
and Jerusalem! 


Racked by the extremest pain, and covered with every 
indignity which men were wont to heap on the greatest crimi¬ 
nals ; forsaken and denied by His disciples ; no sigh escaped 
His lips, no cry of agony, no bitter or faltering word ; only 
a prayer for the forgiveness of His enemies. They had acted 
in blindness, under the impulse of religious and political 
fanaticism; for, to use St. Paul’s words, had they known it, 


thev would not have crucified the Lord of Glory. 


They 


thought, without doubt, that they were doing a service well¬ 
pleasing to God in putting Him to death. It stood written 
in the books of Moses , 3 “ Cursed be he who does not fulfil 
the words of the law to do them,” and they fancied they 
were obeying this command in crucifying Him for slighting 1 
their additions, which they confounded with the word of 
God. In spite of all their school learning they were blind 
to the true meaning of the Scriptures, though this ignorance 
was not guiltless, for He had sought for three years to rouse 
them to a better knowledge. But their guilt was in some 
measure lessened by the influence on their minds of education 
and the prescriptions of centuries, which had shut their eyes 
to the light He brought them. His prayer that His heavenly 
Father would pardon them was only a last utterance of the 
love of which He had been the embodiment and expression 
through life, and the fitting illustration of His words, that 
He came to call the sick, not those who had no need of a 
physician . 4 

The “ title ” that had been borne before Him, or hunp 1 from 
H is neck, was now nailed on the projecting top of the cross, 
over His head. That all classes might be able to read it, Pilate 


1 Lightfoot, Hot. Heb., vol. ii. p. 866. 2 Assuming that our Lord 

was nailed to it while it lay on the ground. 8 Deut. xxvii. 26. De 
Wette’s andErnesti’s translation. In Zunz’s translation, “ Does not hold 
upright.” 4 Schenkel , p. 307. Hanna’s Last Days, etc., p. 176. 
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had it written in the three languages of the country—the 
Aramaic of the people, the Latin of the Romans, and the 
Greek of the foreign population. It proclaimed Him The 
Kino op the Jews, but seems to have run differently in 
each language, to judge from the variations in the Gospels.* 

No tribute could have been more fitting or more prophetic 
than an inscription which revealed unconsciously the relation 
of the Cross to all the nationalities of the world. The cru¬ 
cifixion was now completed, and there only remained the 
weary interval till death came to deliver the sufferers from 
their agonies. Meanwhile the troops, with their centurion, 
kept the ground and guarded the three crosses, for they 
were answerable with' their lives for the due carrying out of 
the execution. 

The four soldiers—a quaternion—specially detailed to 
carry out the sentence of the procurator, were now free to 
appropriate, as their perquisites, the clothes of the three 
victims . 1 The outer garments of Jesus they divided into 
four shares—tearing the larger, to make the division equal, 
for they were not worth keeping entire. The inner robe, 
however, like the robes of the priests , 2 was of one piece, 
woven from the top without any seam or stitching, and would 
be destroyed by rending. The dice were ready in their 
pockets, .and one of thoir brazen helmets would serve to throw 
them; it would be better to cast lots for this, and let him 
who won the highest number keep it for himself—and so it 
was done. No wonder that both Matthew and John, looking 
back on the scene, were struck by the fact that it had been 
written ages before, in the twenty-second Psalm, which the 
Jews of that day, as well as Christians, rightly believed to 
refer to the Messiah: “ They parted my garments among 
them, and for my vesture they cast lots.” 3 

The inscription on the cross had been Pilate’s revenge for 
the condemnation of Jesus, wrung from him by the priests. 
To proclaim Him, the villager of Nazareth, as the King of 
the Jews, marked at once what, in his opinion, was fitting for 
them, and flung in their faces a bitter reproach of having 
betrayed their own nation and countryman, to Rome. The 
authorities of the Temple were indignant, and yet alarmed, 
and applied to him to alter it. But he had suffered enough 

1 Acts xii. 4. 
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at their hands, and smarting under his defeat and humiliation, 
dismissed them with the laconic answer, “ What I have 
written I have written.” 

Meanwhile the fierce heat of a Syrian noon heat down on 
the cross. The suffering in crucifixion, from which death 
at last resulted, rose partly from the constrained and fixed 
position of the body and of the outstretched arms, which 
caused acute pain from every twitch or motion of the back, 
lacerated by the knout, and of the hands and feet, pierced 
by the nails. These latter were, moreover, driven through 
parts where many sensitive nerves and sinews come together, 
and some of these were mutilated, others violently crushed 
down. Inflammation of the wounds in both hands and feet 
speedily set in, and erelong rose also in other places, where 
the circulation was checked by the tension of the parts. 
Intolerable thirst and ever-increasing pain resulted. The 
blood, which could no longer reach the extremities, rose to 
the head, swelled the veins and arteries in it unnaturally, 
and caused the most agonizing tortures in the brain. As, 
besides, it could no longer move freely from the lungs, the 
heart grew more and more oppressed, and all the veins were 
distended. Had the wounds bled freely, it would have been 
a great relief ; but there was very little bleeding. The weight 
of the body itself, resting on the wooden pin of the upright 
beam; the burning heat of the sun scorching the veins, and 
the hot wind drying up the moisture of the body, made each 
moment more terrible than the preceding. The numbness 
and stiffness of the more distant muscles brought on painful 
convulsions, and this, slowly extending, sometimes through 
two or three days, at last reached the vital parts, and re¬ 
leased the sufferer by death . 1 

Common pity would have left the victim of such agony to 
die in peace. But it is reserved to the malignant hatred and 
passion which spring from perverted religious zeal to ignore 
compassion. The title over His head was as offensive to 
the people as to the priests and Rabbis, for it was a virtual 
ridicule of their impotent aspirations after universal mon¬ 
archy. Beneath the cross rose the same cruel mockery 
as the procurator had thought not beneath the dignity of 
Rome. The fierce crowd had heard repeatedly that day of 
Jesus having said, as was asserted, that He could destroy 

1 Richter , in Herzog , vol xi. p. 67. Winer, Art. Kreuzigung. Paulus t 
vol. ii. p. 238. 
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their magnificent Temple, and rebuild it in three days. They 
had heard also a great deal about His miracles, and of His 
calling Himself the Son of God ; but it seemed as if the whole 
must have been a deception, else why would He allow Himself 
to die such a death ? There were taunts and bitter gibes from 
the mob and the soldiers, and triumphant sneers at His 
having met the fate He deserved ; even the chief priests, and 
Rabbis and elders, indeed, among their own knots and groups , 1 
degraded themselves to the level of the rabble in their un¬ 
manly taunts. “Thou that destroyest the Temple, and buildest 
it in three days, show that Thou couldst have done so, by 
saving Thyself, and coming down from the cross,” cnlled out 
a looker-on, with a contemptuous laugh. “ If Thou be the 
Son of God, as Thou sayest,” cried another, “ come down 
from the cross.” “He wrought miracles to save others,” 
said a high priest to his fellow, “ by the help of Beelzebub, 
but He cannot save Himself now His master has forsaken 
Him.” The crowd, catching their spirit, bandied from one to 
another the scoff, “ If He be the Christ, the King of Israel, 
the Chosen of God, let Him descend from the cross, that we 
may see and believe.” A true index to their religions ideas ! 
If they saw Him with their bodily eyes, by a miracle, come 
down from the cross, they would believe! Their religion 
rested on their five senses . 2 The invisible spiritual power, in 
which Jesus taught, did His work, and founded His king¬ 
dom, had no existence for them. The only authority for 
their faith was what they could gTasp with their hands or 
see with their eyes. 

Nor was the only railing, and trial of bitter mocking, from 
the spectators. Affecting indifference to their own suffer¬ 
ings, and perhaps wishing to win a poor favour with the 
crowd, in their last hours—perhaps angry that Jesus had left 
both them and Himself to die, when He might have saved 
them—the two unhappy men crucified with Him, cast the 
same reproaches in His teeth. Blit a strange contrast was 
soon to display itself. One of the two, erelong, awed and 
won by His bearing under such treatment—perhaps think¬ 
ing of the daughters of Jerusalem he had seen weeping by 
the way, or of the words of Jesus in which He spoke of the 
distant future as open before Him; perhaps struck by t^ie 

1 Matt, xxvii. 39-44. Mark xv. 29—32. Luke xxiii. 33—37, 99-43. 
John xix. 25-30. 
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title over the Saviour’s head, or by the very taunts which 
spoke of His having trusted in God, an-.l having claimed to 
be the Christ, the Chosen, the Son of the Highest; perhaps 
recollecting some words of His, heard in happier days—re¬ 
pented of his bitterness, and turned to his companion, to 


persuade him also to kindei 


thoughts. 


“ Have .you no fear 


of God,” said he, “ when you think that you are dying the 
same death as He whom you are still reproaching? It is no 
time to mock, when you are so near death. Besides, we are 
dying justly, for we are receiving the fitting punishment of 
our deeds ; but this man, as the very procurator has said, has 
done nothing amiss,” 

Then followed words which showed that his repentance 
and faith were alike sincere and intelligent. He had been 


silently watching the meek and patient endurance by his 
mysterious Fellow-Sufferer, of all that His enemies eould 

ft/ 7 

do, and had come to the belief that He was, in reality, the 
Messiah He declared Himself to be. With death near, the 
folly of the earthly dreams of his countrymen—for he must 
have been a Jew—flashed on his mind. As the Messiah, He 

of which 


a 


Kingdom 


who now hung in agony must have 
death could not deprive Him, and it must be in the world 
beyond, since He had only a cross here. He would doubtless 
enter on it, as even the Rabbis taught, at the resurrection of 


the dead, and reign over it for all future ages. 

“ O Lord,” said he, therefore, turning as far as he could 
towards Jesus as he spoke, “ remember me when Thou 
comest into Thy kingdom.” 

“ This day,” replied Jesus, “ thou shalt be with me in 
Paradise.” 

To have confessed his faith when Christ hung on the 
cross, and was deserted even by His Apostles, won for him 
the high reward of being the first trophy of the victory that 


cross achieved. His ideas might be vague and obscure 

o O 

enough ; but the broken heart and trustful love which 
uttered them made them dear to the Saviour. Angry 
blasphemies alone had hitherto greeted Him, but now came 
this prayer, dropping like balm on His wounded spirit! 
Calmly, and with the bounty of a king—though now nailed 
to the cross—He showed His answering love by the gift of 
Divine pardon of sin, and the bestowment of a crown in 
Paradise ! f 

The Eleven had never gathered again after the arrest, hav¬ 
ing been too much alarmed even to venture singly into the 

72 
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crowd which, stood outside the cordon of troops round the 
three crosses. John, alone, showed courage enough to follow 
his Master to Calvary, and to cheer Him by ttie proof of 
fidelity in at least one heart. Christ had, indeed, foreseen that 
He would be deserted thus in His hour of need; but He was 
too near Hip triumph to notice their absence as otherwise 
He might. The veil between Him and His eternal gloiy 
was, each moment, fading into the upper light, and had He 
not, even now, won the first triumph of His redeeming love, 
to bear with Him to heaven P 

The last sight we have of John, before the crucifixion, is 
in the courtyard of the high priest, ■where his silence and 
prudent keeping in the background, saved him from the 
danger before which Peter had fallen. He had seen Jesus 
led away to Pilate, and, apparently, followed Him to the 
palace, waiting in the angry crowd till the weak time-serving 
procurator had given Him up to the cross. He may have 
left as soon as the end was known, to hasten into the city 
with the sad news, to those anxious to hear; above all, to 
tell her whose soul the sword was now about to pierce most 
keenly. Mary, perhaps, heard her Son’s fate from his lips. 
She had come to Jerusalem to be near Him, but wc do not 
know when; for she was not one of the group of pious 
Galilman women who habitually followed Him, though she 
was with them at this moment. How many were together 
is not told ; but Mary at least, on hearing John’s words, 
determined, in her love, to go at once to Calvary, and some 
round her resolved to go with her. Her ow T n sister, who, it 
may be, was Salome, the mother of John ; 1 Mary, the wife of 
Clopas; and Mary from Magdala, on the banks of Gen- 
nesaretli, would attend her, and John, faithful as a woman, 
would not stay behind. 

The first sight the Virgin had of her Son was as He hung 
on the cross, at the roadside, mocked by the crowd and the 
passers-by, and scowled at by the high priests and digni¬ 
taries, who had come out to glut the hatred they bore Him 
by the sight of His agony. A supernatural darkness— 
the sign of tho sorrow and w'rath of heaven—had fallen on 
the landscape soon after the nailing to the cross, though it 
was then high noon ; but the spectators fancied it only a 
strange incident in the weather. The sufferer had offered 

1 Wiesoler, Stud. u. Krit . 1840. L&cke, vol, ii. p. 491. Ewald’s 
Octeh., vol. ▼. pp. 579. 239. 
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His prayer for His murderers, and had spoken words of 
comfort to the penitent spirit at His side; when, as His eyes 
wandered over the crowd, He saw, through the gloom, John, 
standing by His mother’s side. None of His “ brothers oi 


sisters 


that tirst won them to His cause. 


were there, for it was His resurrection apparently 

1 Mary, long a widow, 
was now to be doubly bereaved. John’s presence there pro¬ 
in tears; true 


The sight of His mother 

o 


claimed his heart, 
even in death ; in spite of danger, or of her broken heart, 
or of the reproaches rising on every side ; 2 the remembrance 
of Nazareth; the thought of the sorrows that so often, in 
these last years, had pierced her soul, and of the supreme 
grief that now overwhelmed her; the recognition of the true 

O 7 H 

faith 


m 


Him, 


shining 


out in these last hours, as born by 


Turning 


miracle to be a Saviour, the holy Son of God, and the 
thought that His earthly relations to her were closed for 
ever, filled the heart of Jesus with tender emotions. 

His face, now veiled with many sorrows, to 
her and John, He provided for the one, and honoured the 
fidelity of the other. A few words gave Mary a home and 
another son, and rewarded the friend of His soul by the 
charge to take the place towards Mary which He Himself 
was leaving. “Woman,” said He, in tones of infinite ten¬ 
derness, “ behold in him at thy side thy Son given back to 
thee.” Then, looking at John, he added, “To thee I trust 


my mother; let her be thy mother for my sake.” 

Need we wonder that the beloved disciple, writing his 
Gospel in old age, felt a sweet reward in recalling an inci¬ 
dent so unspeakably touching ? Mary, henceforth, had a 
home, for John took her to his own. His love to her Divine 
Son made him dearer to her than the circle of Nazareth, 
however related. In Mary, he saw a second mother; in 
John, the widowed one saw a son . 3 Nor was this special 
honour the only reward to John from the cross. His 
Master had shown, by His thoughts for others rather than 
Himself, in this time of His greatest need, that He was still 
what He had always been. Looking up to Him, John saw 
the light of higher than earthly victory on His pale features, 
and felt his faith confirmed for ever. 

It was now three o’clock, and Jesus had hung on the cross 


1 Ewald , vol. v. p. 579. 

3 Rosenmiiller’s Scholia in New Test., vol. ii. p. 637. 
* Pauluz, vol. ii. p. 244. 
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about three hours. Darkness® still lay like a pall over the 
landscape, as if nature, less insensible than man, refused to 
look on such a spectacle, or would prefigure the sadness one 
day to be spread over all nations for the sin that had caused 
so awful a sacrifice. What had been passing in His spirit 
no one can know. As a man He had a nature, in all things 
except its sinlessness, like that of the race at large. But ho 
was also the Divine Sou of God, for a time in the form of a 
servant, and now, of His own free love to man, dying as 
a ransom for sin. We accept the transcendent mystery, but 
we cannot hope to explain it. The cross was but the cul¬ 
mination of a long martyrdom. His soul had often been 
sore troubled; His sighs had been marked even by His 
disciples. To be dying for the sake of men, and yet to be 
treated as their foe; to be misconceived and misrepresented ; 
to have His heart full of infinite love, and hear, even now, 
only execrations, brought back for a moment the mental 
agony of Gethsemane. It was the “ power of darkness; ” 
the final struggle with the Prince of this World. To the 
unendurable torture of the body there was added the un¬ 
speakable spiritual pain of apparently utter rejection by 

man, whom He loved with a love so Divine! His Father 
was with Him in the midst of the darkness as much as in 
the Transfiguration at Caesarea Philippi, but the gathering 
clouds and gloom of these last awful hours made it seem, for 
an instant, as if His face were hidden. The shadows of 
death passed for a moment in blackness and horror over His 
spirit, and His mental anguish relieved itself by a great cry 
of distress. The language we have heard from our mother’s 
lips and have spoken in childhood may be laid aside in after 
years for another, to meet the requirements of life; and 
Jesus, doubtless, in these last years, had often used the 
Greek of city communities, instead of His own simple 
Galiliean. But, now, the sounds of infancy, always neai*est 
the heart, and sure to come to the lips in our deepest 
emotion, returned in His anguish, and in words which He 
had learned at His mother’s knee, His heart uttered its last 

wail— 

“ Eloi! Elol! lama sabachthani ?” h 

“ My God! My God ! why hast Thou forsaken me P ” 

The first words sounded like the name of the great pro* 
phet Elijah, the expected herald of the Messiah, and were 
taken, by some in the crowd, for a cry that ho should come 
to save Him. Meanwhile, one near, more pitiful than the 
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rest, caring little for the words, saw the agony of which 
they were the expression, and ran' and filled a sponge with 
the sour wine-and-water of the soldiers, and having fixed it 
on the short stem of a hyssop-plant growing near, put it to 
His lips: for the cross was quite low, the feet of Jesus 
l eaching nearly to the ground. 

A moment more, and all was over. The cloud had passed 
as suddenly as it rose. Far and wide, over the vanquished 
throngs of His enemies, with a loud voice, as if uttering His 
shout of eternal victory before entering into His glory, He 
ciied, 

“ It is Finished ! ” 

Then, more gently, came the words :— 

“ Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit.” 

A moment more, and there rose a great cry, as of mortal 
agony; the head fell. He was dead. 

The work of salvation was now, at last, completed, pro¬ 
phecy fulfilled, the Ancient Covenant at an end, the New 
inaugurated. Judaism was for ever obsolete, and the Holy 
of Holies had ceased to be the peculiar presence chamber of 
Jehovah among men. Nor was a sign wanting that it was 
so; for the great veil of purple and gold—sixty feet long 
and thirty broad—before the inner sanctuary of the Temple, 
suddenly rent itself in two, from the top to the bottom, at 
the moment of Christ’s death; as if He who had hitherto 
dwelt there had gone forth to lead up His Eternal Son to 
His own right hand. And, indeed, not only the yielding 
veil of the Temple, but the very rocks round Calvary, as 
St. Matthew tells us , 1 “ were rent, and the earth quaked, 
the graves were opened, and many of the saints sleeping in 
them rose from the dead, and went into the Holy City, and 
appeared unto many.” 

One incident is recorded of this moment by three of the 
Evangelists. The centurion in charge of the troops had 
halted, as he passed the cross, when Jesus uttered His loud 
death-cry. He was within a few yards of Him, and must 
have involuntarily fixed His gaze on Him at such a sound. 
He saw the change pass over His features ; the light of life 
leaving them, and the head suddenly sink. As it did so, 
the earthquake shook the ground and made the three crosses 
tremble. But the tremor of the earth affected the Roman 


1 Matt, xxvii. 51-56. Mark xv. 38-41. Luke xxiii. 45, 47-49. 
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less than the piercing cry and sudden death . 1 He had likely 
attended many crucifixions, but hnd never seen or hoard of 
a man dying on a cross within three hours. He had never 
heard a crucified man, strong to the last, utter a shriek that 
showed, as that of Jesus did, the full power of the vital 
organs to the end. He felt that there was something myste- 
rious in it, and joining with it all he had seen and heard of 
the Sufferer, he broke involuntarily into the words, “ As¬ 
suredly this man was righteous; truly this was God’s Son.” 
The one expression was, perhaps, equivalent on his lips to 
the other, but both showed that even thoughtful heathen 
were profoundly affected by the spectacle they had wit¬ 
nessed. 

Nor was the effect on the spectators less marked. Tho 
darkness, the earthquake, and the rending rocks, had filled 
them with alarm. They had been noisy and ribald enough, 
for a time; but when all was over, amidst such strange 
portents of nature, they were glad to hasten home in silence, 
with the demonstrations of awe peculiar to Eastern popula¬ 
tions—smiting their breasts as they went. The incidents of 
Calvary had prepared the way for the triumph of Pentecost, 
as perhaps the rending of the veil had been the first step 
towards the change of feeling in the great company of 
priests 2 who soon after professed themselves Christians. 

The Jewish law, as I have said, knew nothing of cruci¬ 
fixion, but it had been not uncommon to hang up the body 
of a criminal after death. It was not permitted, however, 
that it should be exposed after sunset; burial the same day 
was enacted, “that the land should not be defiled .” 3 The 
Romans, on the contrary, left the bodies on the cross till 
they were wasted away, or devoured by the dogs, the jackals, 
or the ravens, os they fell limb from limb. “ To feed tho 
crow r s on the crass ” was a familiar expression . 4 It w r as 
necessary, therefore, if the Jewish law were to be honoured, 
that the permission of Pilate should bo given for putting 
the crucified ones to death, if they had not already died, and 
for taking down and burying their bodies, almost at once. 
Next day was the great Paschal Sabbath, and only an hour 
or two remained before it commenced. Three corpses seen 
on the cross, so near the Temple and the Holy City, on a 

1 Matt, xxvii. 64. Mark xv. 39. Luke xxiii. 47. 

a Aots vi. 7. * Deut. xxi. S3. John xix. 81-42. 

4 llorat. 1'p ., xvi. 48. 
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day so sacred, would make great commotion, as polluting 
the whole place. Besides, the feelings of the people might 
turn, with unknown results. 

A deputation of the Temple authorities, therefore, waited 
on Piiate, to get his sanction for putting to death any of the 
three who might yet be alive. The common way to do so 
was in keeping with Roman brutality. 1 The legs of the 
unfortunates were broken by blows of clubs, that the shock 
nimht kill them at once, and this Pilate authorized to be 

o * 

done. The two thieves were found still living, and the 
horrible order was forthwith executed on them; but Jesus 
was dead already, and they left Him untoueheh One soldier, 
however—resolved that there should be no doubt—plunged 
his spear into the Saviour’s side, making a gash so wide, 
that Jesus could afterwards ask Thomas to put his hand into 
it, and so deep, that blood and water poured out in such a 
quantity as attracted the notice of John, who was still 
standing close by. 

That any one should die so soon on the cross,—especially 
one, like Jesus, in the prime of life, and unweakened by 
previous ill-health, and in so great vigour as to utter such 
a shriek as that with which He expired,—appeared even 
to Christian antiquity to imply some supernatural cause. 2 
But the mingled flow of blood and water seems to point 
unmistakably to another explanation. The immediate cause 
of death appears, beyond question, to have been the rupture 
of His heart, brought about by mental agony. Excess of 
joy or grief is known to induce the bursting of some division 
of the heart, and the consequent flow of blood into the 
pericardium, or bag, filled with colourless serum, like water, 
in which the heart is suspended. In ordinary cases, only 
examination after death discovers the fact, but in that of 
our Lord, it was disclosed by the thrust of the soldier’s 
spear. In a death from heart-rupture “ the hand is sud¬ 
denly carried to the front of the chest, and a piercing shriek 
uttered.” 1 The hands of Jesus were nailed to the cross, but 
the appalling shriek is recorded. 

Jesus died, literally, of a broken heart 1 

The heat of the climate in the East has led to the custom 
ol burial following almost immediately after death, but there 
were special reasons for that of Jesus being hurried. It was 

1 See list of historical cases in Sepp, vol. vii. p. 441, 

2 See quotations in Keim, vol. iii. p. 436. 
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the eve of the great Passover Sabbath, and no corpse could 
be left unburied to defile the ceremonial purity of the Holy 
City, on that day. It was necessary, therefore, that our 
Lord be buried without a moment’s delay, for sunset, when 
the Sabbatli began, was rapidly approaching. 

Bodies of Jewish criminals seem to have been buried with 
ignominy in the Valley of Hinnom—known, from this reason, 
as the Valley of Corpses 1 —amidst the unclean dust-heaps 
of the city, and the ashes of the burned offal of the Temple 
sacrifices. They could not be laid in the graves of their 
fathers—the common burial-place of the community—for 
the guilty could not be buried with the just; but were 
huddled out of sight, the beheaded or hanged, in one spot, 
the stoned and burned, in another. 2 But such an indignity 
was not to befall the sacred form of the Saviour. 

Among the spectators of the crucifixion there had been one, 
if not two, whose positiou might have enabled them to be of 
service to Jesus in His hour of need, before the high priestly 
court, had they had the moral courage to avow their convic¬ 
tions. Joseph, a member of the ruling class, known by the 
name of his birthplace, Arimathea, or Kamathaim Zophim,'* 
where Samuel the prophet was bora, among the “fruitful 
hills” of Ephraim, had long been a secret disciple ; and so, 
also, had Nicodemus, another member of the theocratic 
oligarchy. Afraid of the overwhelming. opposition they 
must encounter by supporting Christ, they timidly kept 
in the background during His trial, though neither voted 
for the condemnation. Joseph indeed, if not both, even 
braved public opinion and the wrath of their fellow-coun¬ 
sellors, by following Jesus to Calvary. Now that He was 
dead, breaking through all weak reserve and caution at last, 
he went into the city, 4 and waited on the procurator in his 
palace, to ask as a favour, that the body of Jesus might be 
put at his disposal. He would fain honour His lifeless form, 
if only to show regret and shame for unworthy half-hearted¬ 
ness while He still lived. The meekness and majestic silence 
under all reproaches and indignities, the veiled .sky, the 
trembling earth, the prayer of the Sufferer for HiB mur- 

1 Jer. xxx. 40. See Naegelsbaoh, d. Proph. Jeremiah , p. 226. 

* Sanlird. o. G. 5. 

■ 1 Sam. i. 1, 19. Furrer, liihel Lex., Art. Rama. Ffiretand Geaenins, 
Lex. Matt, xxvii. 67-66. Mark xv. 42-47. Luke xxiii. 50-56. John 
xix. 38-12. 

* c Urij\0€. Mark xv. 43. 



THE BUEIAIi. 


543 


derers, His wail of mental agony as if forsaken, and then 
the great shriek and sudden death, had awed his soul and 

o 7 

lifted him far above fear of man. He had been waiting for 
the Kingdom of God before, but would openly identify him¬ 
self with its Founder now. 


Pilate was astonished, alike, that a Jew in Joseph’s position 
should make such a request, and that Jesus should already 
be dead. It was not allowed to remove a body from the 
cross without formal permission from the procurator. The 
Eleven, with one exception, had left their Master alone 
amidst His enemies in His last awful hours, and even the 
women who had watched the cross did not venture to ask 


the stony-hearted governor to let them pay the last tribute 
of love to the dead. It was no light matter Joseph had 
undertaken ; for to take part in a burial at any time would 
defile him for seven days, and make everything unclean which 
he touched ; 1 and to do so now involved his seclusion through 
the whole Passover week, with all its holy observances and 
rejoicings. But, conscience-stricken for the past, he had 
risen superior alike to prudent inaction or ceremonial preju¬ 
dice, and would render his Master a tribute and service 
especially sacred in the eyes of a Jew. It was one of the 
most loved remembrances of the hero Tobit, in the old times 
of the first exile, 2 that he had buried any Jew whom he found 
cast out dead, round Nineveh, and Josephus could add no 
darker horror, a generation later, to the picture of the fall 
of Jerusalem, than by telling that the Zealots would not 
bury those slain in the city, or who fell down on the roads. 3 
Joseph would not suffer Jesus to want the last offices, with 
all the indignity the neglect would imply. 

Sending for the officer who had charge of the execution, 
and finding that Jesus was really dead, Pilate granted 
Joseph’s strange request. A brave deed had had its success. 
The humour of the procurator could not be counted on, and 
the rage of Joseph’s own party was certain. In later days, a 
servant, Porphyrins, who ventured to ask from the procurator 
Firmilian, the body of his martyred master, the presbyter 
Pamphilus, for burial, was himself seized and put to death. 
The apocryphal Acts of Pilate 4 describe Joseph as beseeching 
the favour with tears and entreaties, and they thus rightly 
mark the gravity of his act; but it is not unlikely that a 


1 Num. xix. 17. Hagg. ii. 13. See Winer, Reinigkeit. 

8 Tobit i. 17,19. 8 Bell. Jiul., iv. 6. 3. 4 Acta Pil., c. 11 b. 
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meaner inflnence came to his help, for Philo tells na that 
Pilate’s special characteristic was hia openness to a bribe. 1 
Two or three thousand denarii from the wealthy supplicant 
would weigh more than hia entreaties, in securing his 
wish. 2 

A Written order, or a verbal command to the centurion, 
put the body at Joseph’s disposal. 

With the help of servants, and it may be of some soldiers, 
the cross was quickly cut down or lifted from its socket and 
laid on the ground, the cords round the limbs untied, and the 
nails drawn from the hands and feet. An open bier sulticed 
to carry away the body to its destined resting-place. 

Among the Jews the hopes of the future were closely con¬ 
nected with the careful preservation of the body after death. 
Like the Egyptians, they attached supreme importance to the 
inviolability of the tomb either by time or violence, and no 
less to the checking of natural decay by embalming. To 
perpetuate their existence on earth, at least in the withered 
mockery of the grave, and to lie in the Holy Land in the 
midst of their fathers, has at all times been the most sacred 
wish of the Jews. In the days of Jesus, however, an 
additional motive for burial in Palestine and a careful pre¬ 
servation of the body, was found in the belief of the Resur¬ 
rection, which was to take place first in Judea, commencing 
in the valley under the east of the Temple. Even now an 
Israelite always seeks to have some of the soil of the Holy 
Land laid in his grave, that the spot where he rests may bo 
counted part of the sacred ground; if indeed his body has 
not, before the judgment, made its way through the land and 
sea to the home of his fathers. Tho same feeling was all- 
powerful in the days of our Lord; for in the great sieges of 
Jerusalem, many Jewish fugitives camo back to the city, in 
spite of tho horrors they had already striven to escape, that 
they might count on at least the last of all blessings, a 
burial in its holy bounds. 3 

The neighbourhood of Jerusalem, like all other parts of 
Palestine, has hence, since the earliest times, abounded in 
tombs hewn out in tho limestone rock. Princes, rich men, 
every one who could by any means secure it, desired above 
all things to prepare for themselvos and their families an 

1 rhil. 1033. 

1 For iiiHtxnces of bribery of Roman governors to obtain the bodies of 
tho dead, see Stpp , vol. vi. p. 450. 

• Jos., Bell. Jud., iv. 6. 3. 
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“ everlasting house,” k and such a tomb, never yet used, had 
been hewn out in the hill-side for himself, by Joseph, in a 
garden not far from Calvary. 

To this the body of Jesus was now taken. Nicodemus had 
come, with some of his servants, and he and they, with Joseph 
and his attendants, and Mary of Magdala, and Mary the 
mother of James the Less and of Joses, the wife of Clopas, 
and perhaps some others of the true-hearted women from 
Galilee, were the only followers of His bier. 

Arrived at the grave, the sacred burden was laid down for 
a time, till the needed preparations were made for placing it 
in the tomb. The whole body, stained as it was with blood, 
was tenderly washed, and then wrapped in broad bands of 
white linen, within which were thickly strewn powdered 
myrrh and aloes, which had been provided by Hicodemus for 
the imperfect embalmment practised by the Jews. The ends 
of the bandages were apparently secured on the inner side 
with gum, as in the case of the Egyptian dead. After a 
last kiss, the pledge of undying love, a white cloth was finally 
laid over the face. The corpse was then placed in a niche 
in the rock, and since there was no stone door as in some 
tombs, a great stone, prepared for the purpose, was rolled 
against the entrance, to protect the body from the designs of 
enemies or the attacks of wild beasts. It was only a hurried 
burial, for the last rays of the sun were shining on the 
garden as the stone was set up against the entrance to the 
grave. 

Even then, however, there were some hearts that could not 
leave the spot. Though He no longer spoke to them and 
they no longer saw Him, some of the Galilaean faithful ones, 
lingering beside His resting-place, sat down on the earth, 
before the door of the tomb, as mourners. In the evening 
stillness and gathering twilight they seemed even yet to hear 
His voice and see His form, and so they lingered on, as near 
as might be into the Sabbath eve, lamenting Him whom they 
had lost. 

Meanwhile, the fears of the chief priests and their party 
had already awaked. A meeting had been held immediately 
after the crucifixion, and the success of the scheme to crush 
Jesus had, doubtless, been the subject of hearty mutual con¬ 
gratulations. But they dreaded that all was not over. It 
was remembered by one or more that “ the deceiver ” had 
spoken darkly of rising from the dead on the third day, and 
His disciples, acting on this hint, might steal the body, and 

VOL. II. 
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spread abroad the assertion that He had actually risen, mis¬ 
leading the people more than ever, by claiming for Him Divine 
honours. It was hence necessary that the grave should ho 
■watched for three days. A deputation was, therefore, ap¬ 
pointed to wait on Pilate, representing their apprehensions. 
Tired of them, and hating them, the governor was in no 
humour to argue. “ Ye have a guard,” said he with military 
bluntness. “ Go, make it as sure as ye can.” This they did. 
Passing a strong cord across the stone, and securing its ends 
by clay, they sealed it, after noting that the soldiers M'cro 
duly stationed so as to make approach without their know¬ 
ledge impossible. 

And thus the Redeemer was left, pale but victorious, to 
sleep through the Sabbath. 



1 


CHAPTER LXIV. 

THE RESURRECTION AND THE FORTY DAYS. 

T HE religion of the Letter had carried out to the hitter end 

its conflict with the religion of the Spirit. Incapable 
of reform, identifying its dead rites with the essence of 
truth, it had crucified the Teacher who had dared to say 
that they*had served their day and lost their worth. Ritual¬ 
ism had reached its natural culmination in claiming to be the 
whole of religion, and had slain The Truth and The Life, 
when He witnessed against it. 

o 

The benumbed and moribund Past had striven to perpe¬ 
tuate itself, by attempting to destroy the Kingdom of the 
Future in its cradle. How utterly it failed, eighteen cen¬ 
turies have told us. 

It was the old story ; the light had come into the darkness, 
and the darkness would not have it; accustomed to the one, 
it was only dazzled and blinded by the other. Evil had had 
its apparent triumph. As far as the will and hand of man 
could effect it, He who, alike as He was man and also as 
the Messiah of Israel, knew no spot or blemish of sin, had 
been crushed as an evil-doer . 1 The one holy Being of our 
race, having revealed Himself as the true Christ, expected 
for ages, the Hope of Israel, the highest and perfect ex¬ 
pression of the spirit and aim of the ancient economy and 
even of all other religions, so far as they had Divine elements 
in them—had been rejected and dishonoured to the uttermost 
by the rulers of the People of God, and by the great bulk of 
the nation. He who had desired to secure the salvation of 
Israel, and through it, of humanity, and had shown how 
alone that salvation could be attained, had been branded by 
the highest authoiities, both of Judaism and heathenism, as a 
deceiver of the people. The blindness of the one and the 
indifference of the other had united in attempting to crush 
Him, whose only weapons in the assault on evil had been the 

1 Ewald, vol. v. p. 587. 
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highest wisdom, the divincst love, and unconquerable meek¬ 
ness. But their triumph was only a momentary and permit¬ 
ted eclipse of the Light of the World, destined presently to 
reappear in unveiled and henceforth unsetting glory. 

“Nothing,” says even so keen a critic as Heinrich Ewald , 1 
“stands more historically certain than that Jesus rose from the 
dead and appeared again to His followers, or than that their 
seeing Him thus again was the beginning of a higher faith, 
and of all their Christian work in the world. It is equully 
certain that they thus saw Him, not as a common man, or as 
a shade or ghost risen from the grave ; but as the one Only 
Son of God—already more than man, alike nature and 
power; and that all who thus beheld Him, recognised at 
once and instinctively His unique Divine dignity, and firmly 

believed in it thenceforth. The Twelve and others had, 

_ _ ■ 

indeed, learned to look on Him, even in life, as the True 
Messianic King and the Son of God; but from the monicut of 
His reappearing, they recognised more clearly and fully the 
Divine side of His nature, and saw in Him the conqueror of 
death. Yet the two pictures of Him thus fixed in their 
minds were in their essence identical. That former familiar 
appearance of the earthly Christ, and this higher vision, 
with its depth of emotion and ecstatic joy, were so inter¬ 
related that, even in the first days or weeks after His death, 
they could never have seen in Him the Heavenly Messiah, 
if they had not first known Him so well as the earthly.” 

Mary of Magdala, and the wife of Clopas, herself another 
Mary—for Mary, from the Hebrew Miriam, was a favourite 
name ever since the days of the sister of Moses—had sat 
on the ground at the door of the garden-tomb in which the 
Beloved One lay, till late on the evening of Friday. The 
trumpet announcing the beginning of the great Passover 
Sabbath had only startled them for a moment, and exhausted 
nature had, perhaps, first compelled them to leave. 

The next day rose calm and bright on the budding and 
blossoming landscape, for it was Nisan, the month of flower¬ 
ing, and nature was in the secret to be revealed on the 
morrow, and might well, for joy, put on her fairest. The 
courts of the Temple were filled from morning till evening 
with zealous worshippers ; the barefooted, white-robed and 
turbaned priests were busy offering the blood of bulls and of 


1 QeschichU , vol. vi. p. 75. Sec also Dr. Arnold's Sermon on 


reetion. 
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goats 1 for tlie sins of Israel, unconscious that the blood of 
a greater sacrifice had been shed, of which those offered 
by them were only the rude, and well-nigh revolting symbol. 
Yet it must have been with strange feelings they went 
through the services of the day. The trumpets and voices 
of the Levites were loud and clear as ever ; the high priest, 
fresh from Golgotha, as gorgeous in his splendid robes; 
the crowd of priests as engrossed with official toil; the 
throngs filling the courts below, not less numerous or devout. 

O O 9 f 

But an omen, portentous beyond all their history recorded, 
had been seen by Levite and priest alike—for was not the 
Holy of Holies, hitherto veiled in awful darkness, and entered 
only once in the year, for a few moments, by the high priest, 
laid visibly open before every one in the court of tlie 
priests, or even in the vast Temple area ? For the Holy of 
Holies stood high above the rest of the sanctuary. The 
huge, heavy veil of Babylonian tapestry of fine flajc, gorgeous 
in its hyacinth and scarlet and purple , 2 had been myste¬ 
riously rent from top to bottom, at the moment when the 
“ enemy of the Temple” expired on Calvary, and the awful 
presence-chamber of Jehovah had been exposed to every eye, 
like ground no longer sacred. 

o o 

The disciples of Jesus, and even the Eleven, had been over¬ 
whelmed by the events of the day. Having no clear idea of 
their Master’s meaning, and thinking little on words painful 
at best, His repeated warnings, that He must be put to death, 
but would rise again from the dead on the third day, had 
made no lasting impression on their minds. The catastrophe 
had been so sudden and complete, that, for the time, they 
were confounded and paralyzed. 

It is the glory of woman that she refuses to forsake 
those she loves, even when things are darkest. The two 
Marvs had left the grave only when the deep night compelled 
them, but even then they still had its dear One in their 
hearts. The Sabbath, which had begun just as the stone was 
rolled to the entrance, kept them from doing anything for 
Him for twenty-four hours, but it was no sooner over, on 
Saturday at sunset , 3 than with Salome, and Joanna, and some 
other women, they arranged to take additional spices at the 
earliest dawn to complete the embalming of the body, begun 
by Nicodemus, but left unfinished through the approach of 

1 Heb. x. 4. 3 Bell. Jud., v. 5. 4. 

8 Greswell’s Harm. Evavg. p. 393. 
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the Sabbath. Mary, mother of Jesus, was too sorely stricken 
in heart to join them. 

Meanwhile, the Roman sentries were pacing to and fro on 
their beat, before the sepulchre; their fire lighted, for the 
spring night was chilly, and besides, the light revealed any 
one approaching. The true-hearted women had resolved to 
reach the grave by sunrise, which would take place about a 
quarter before six in the morning, 1 and slept outside the 
city gates, which did not open till daybreak at the earliest. 
The grey dawn had hardly shown itself, before they wore 
afoot on their errand, to perform the last offices of love. As 
they went, however, a difficulty rose of which they had not 
thought before. Who would roll back the stone for them, 
from the door of the sepulchre? They had heard nothing, 
apparently, of its having been sealed or of the guard being 
mounted in the garden, else they might have been altogether 
discouraged. But we may be 6ure they had told some of the 
Eleven where the grave lay, and might hope that one, at 
least, would be there to help them. 

A greater than an Apostle had already, however, been at 
the tomb. For St. Matthew tells us, “ an angel of the Lord 
had descended from heaven, his countenance shining like 
lightning, and his raiment white as snow, and,” striking 
terror even into the Roman guard, “had rolled back the 
stone from the door.” As it opened, the Crucified One had 
come forth, unseen by the dazzled soldiers, aud had presently 

vanished. 

They had scarcely left the spot, when the women arrived. 
The earth was trembling strangely, but they had kept 
on their way. How great must have been their astonish¬ 
ment, however, when they found the stone rolled back, and 
the grove open. There was no longer a guard, for the 
soldiers had fled in terror at the angelic vision. Mary of 
Magdala entered the garden first, and found things thus, 
and having run back to the others, hastened into the city 
to tell Peter and John. Determined to solve the mystery, 
if possible, her companions came together to the sepulchre, 
nud, bending down, entered its inner chamber. But it was 
only to bo appalled by the sight of an angel in wdiite, sitting 
in it, as if waiting to bear the glad news to them of what 
had taken place. Presently, a second radiant form stood 
before thorn, as they bowed down their faces to the earth 

1 Greswell’s Harm. Evang ., p. $98. 



APPEARANCE TO THE WOMEN. 


551 


in terror. But words now fell on their cars which brought 
back joy to their hearts. “ Fear not, for I know that ye 
seek Jesus of Nazareth who was crucified. Why seek ye the 
livinor amontr the dead? He is not here, for He is risen. 
Behold the place where they laid Him. But go quickly, tell 
His disciples, and Peter, that He is risen from the dead. 
Bemember the words that He said to you while He was yet 
in Galilee—that the Son of Man must be delivered into the 
hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise 
again. And tell them ‘ He goeth before you into Galilee,’ 
there you will see Him, as He said unto you. Lo, I have 
told you.” 

Mary of Magdala had hurried back to Jerusalem with 
eager steps, to tell the strange fact of the grave being empty 
to Peter and John, who seem to have lived together at this 
time. The Virgin Mother, now, John’s honoured guest, 
hearing the amazing news, joined the other Mary in urging 
the two Apostles to go immediately to the tomb, though 
their own faithful hearts at once instinctively impelled both 
forthwith to do so. Peter and John, therefore, were in¬ 
stantly on the way to the garden ; their eager haste hurrying 
them to the utmost speed. John, however, younger than 
Peter, outran him, yet contented himself, on reaching the 
tomb, with stooping down and gazing into its empty space. 
The body assuredly was gone, but there was no trace of 
violence, for the linen bandages lay carefully unrolled, in 
tli^ empty niche where the Saviour had been placed. Natural 
reverence and the awful mystery before him kept him from 
actually entering; but no such hesitation checked the impul¬ 
sive Peter. Passing under the low doorway, he went in, undis¬ 
mayed. The sepulchre was, indeed, empty, as John and the 
women had found ; only the grave-linen was left—the bands 
for the body and limbs laid by themselves, and the cloth that 
had covered the face of the Dead, not lying with them, but 
folded up in a place by itself. Following his friend, John 
now entered, and saw that it was so. The great truth, as he 
himself tells us in long after years, now for the first time 
flashed on his mind, that Jesus had risen. 1 Neither he nor 
the other Apostles had, as yet, realized that it had been fore¬ 
told in the Scriptures 2 that He would do so ; for this would 
have explained the whole at once, and would have thrown 
light on the hitherto mysterious words of Jesus Himself 
respecting His resurrection. 

1 John xx. 8. 

73 


8 Pb. xvi. 10. 
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Having seen for themselves the empty tomb, they thought, 
like men, only of going back, to discuss with eacli other ami 
with their brethren what it could mean. But tlie women 
would not leave the spot. Wandering everywhere, they 
only cared to find Him whom they loved, if they could; for 
they fancied that the body had been removed to some other 
place. Mary of Magdala had meanwhile returned, and stood 
weeping at the door of the tomb ; her spirit, like that of her 
companions, overborne with longing anxiety to find Him, if 
possible, and refusing to believe that she could not. The 
two Apostles had seen no angels, but the weeping Woman 
was more highly favoured. Gazing into the sepulchre, the 
empty space where Jesus had lain was no longer untenanted, 
but, instead of the Redeemer, she saw two angels, in bright, 
robes, one where the head and the other where the feet had 
rested. They were there to comfort the broken heart, as, 
indeed, they had, doubtless, been before, though for the time 
they remained unseen. 

“ Woman,” said one, in a human voice that disarmed fear, 
“ why weepest thou ? ” 

“ Because,” replied Mary, in broken accents, “ they have 
taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid 
Him.” 

As she said this, she turned and drew back into the open 
garden, hardly knowing what she did. A man now stood 
before her, with the simple dress of the humbler classes, and 
being in a garden, she naturally thought him tho person 
in eharge of it. “Woman,” said he strangely enough, as 
it must have seemed to Mary, in the same words as the 
angels had used, “ why weepest thou V whom seekest thou ? ” 
“ Sir,” said Mary, taking it for granted, as great sorrow does, 
that the cause of her grief must be known to all, “ if thou 
hast carried Him from this tomb, piay tell me where thou 
hast laid Him, and I will take Him away.” She was a 
woman of means, and would see that He had a final and 
suitable resting-place. 

No reply was given, except the repetition of her own name 
—“ Mary.” But the voice revealed the speaker. It was 
that of Jesus. She had not recognised the known, but now 
strangely etherealized, features,—the one “spiritual body” 
ever seen by human eyes—the corruptible changed into 
incorruption, the mortal into immortality. But the sonnd 
ot that voice, so tenderly remembered, brought with it full 
recognition of the face and form. 
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“ Rabboni,” said sbe, in the country tongue they both 
loved so well, “ My Teacher! ” and was about to fall on His 
neck in uncontrollable emotion. 

“Touch me not,” said He, drawing back, “for I have not 
yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brethren, and say 
to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my 
God and your God.” 

Meanwhile, the other women had come near, and hearing 
and seeing what had passed, kneeled in lowly worship. As 
they advanced, Jesus greeted them with the salutation they 
had often heard from His lips, “All hail!” and the words, 
and the sight of Mary adoring Him, left them no question 
of its being their Lord. He had withheld Mary from any 
approach to the tender freedom of former days, but He now 
stood still while the lowly band, Mary among them, held 
Him by the feet, and paid Him lowliest reverence. Then, 
as they kneeled, came the words, grateful to their hearts, “ Be 
not afraid! Go, tell my brethren to go into Galilee, and they 
will see me there.” 

So saying, He was gone. 

Losing* no time, Mary of Magdala and the others hurried 
back to Jerusalem, and found that, in the still early morning 
the news had spread to all the Eleven, that their Master was 
alive and had been seen both by her and by them. But it 
seemed too wonderful for simple minds to realize at once, 
and sounded only like an idle tale which they could not be¬ 
lieve. It sufficed, however, to rally them, for the first time 
since Gethsemane ; for that very night they once more assem¬ 
bled as of old. 


No detailed narrative of the successive appearances of 
Jesus to His disciples, after His resurrection, has been left 
us, each narrative giving only special cases, which had par¬ 
ticularly impressed the mind of the writer. It is evident, 
indeed, that He showed Himself on many occasions of which 
no record is preserved; for St. John expressly tells us, 1 in his 
summary of the Forty Days, that besides the sign in the case 
of Thomas, Jesus did many others before His disciples, which 
are not written in the Gospel bearing the Apostle’s name, 
and He had promised that He would manifest Himself again, 
soon after His death, to those who continued faithful to 
Him." Had we a full narrative of the interval between 


the Resurrection and the Ascension, it would doubtless illus* 


1 Chap xx. 21. 


9 John xiv. 21. 
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trate more vividly than existing records permit, the fnlncss 
and variety of demonstration which alone accounts for tho 
firm and triumphant proclamation of Christ’s victory over 
death, by the Apostles and early Church. 

One characteristic is common to all the appearances re¬ 
counted : they never pass outside the purely spiritual bounds 
we instinctively associate with the mysterious existence on 
which Jesus bad entered. Even when most closely touching 
the material and earthly, He is always seen speaking and 
acting only as a spirit, coming suddenly, revealing Himself 
in an imperceptibly increasing completeness which culminates 
at last in some unmistakable sign, and presently vanishing 
as suddenly as He appeared. He no longer acts or suffers as 
before His death, and even when condescending most to the 


seen and material, only does so to prove Himself, beyond 
question, the same Jesus as formerly, who in common human 
life shared all the experiences and wants of His followers. 1 
To some He mode Himself known, as to Mary and the women, 


by a single word or by brief sentences, the voice carrying 
instant conviction with it; to others, in a lengthened com¬ 


munion, as with the disciples going to Emmans, kindling 
their soul by the higher sense He gave to the Scriptures, and 
by a repetition of the symbolio “ breaking of bread,” which, 
on the last night, He had enjoined on the Eleven ; to others 
again, as to Thomas, by an outward material proof from tho 
wounds on His person; and, to still others, by joining them 
m their simple repast, as with the disciples on the shore of 
the Lake of Galilee. 


It would seem, from a notice by St. Paul, 2 that the first 
appearance, after that granted to the women, was vouchsafed 
to Peter, perhaps whilo still in tho garden. The complete¬ 
ness of the Apostle’s repentance had secured as complete a 
forgiveness, and Jesus could not forget that Peter’s home at 
Capernaum had been His, or how true-hearted be had been 
from the very days of the Baptism on the Jordan, though he 
had failed for a moment when off his guard. The look of 
reproach, mingled with love and pity, had melted Peter’s 
heart while the denials were yet on his lips, and now, the 
look and tender words of the risen Christ bound him to Him 
for ever. He had been the foremost in zeal for the meek 


and lowly Master while still rejected and despised; but when 
that Master stood before him, the conqueror of death, and 


1 Evald, vol. vi. p. 87. 
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the glorified Son of God, his zeal rose to a passionate devo¬ 
tion that, henceforth, knew no abatement. 

The news of the Resurrection spread fast among the dis- 
ciplcs in Jerusalem ; still it required time to reach all, and 
even when announced, the fact was too great to be realized 
at once, and too contrary to previous expectations to be other 
than slowly understood. Deep dejection reigned throughout 
the little Christian company. In spite of all their Master’s 
warnings, His death had come on them by surprise, and, as 
it seemed, had destroyed everything. Cut off suddenly from 
all the hopes they had cherished of an earthly kingdom, not¬ 
withstanding: the constant lessons of Christ’s life and words, 

o / 

and deeply distressed by the loss of their Teacher and Head, 
they appeared to be left helpless, and paralyzed. The horrors 
of the past few days engrossed their thoughts and conver¬ 
sation. They believed Him now in Paradise, but no one 
dreamed of a resurrection so soon. John had, indeed, risen in 
some measure to the grandeur of the truth, and Peter had 
even seen Him; but the bulk of the disciples had well-nigh 
lost all hope. The report of the empty grave, and of the 
vision of angels and of their announcement that He was 
alive, was insufficient to break their gloom, and prolonged 
their perplexity without relieving it. 

Midday had passed, and only floating rumours were as 
yet abroad. The disciples began to think of finally separat¬ 
ing, and returning to their homes ; for without their Master, 
they were without a leader. Two of them determined to go 
back to Emmaus, a village between seven and eight miles 
north-west of Jerusalem, on the high slope of the hills. The 
way to it was over hills and through valleys, more and more 
barren as Jerusalem was left behind, but Emmaus itself 
looked down into a hollow through which a rivulet spread 
greenness and beauty. Vines and olive-trees, planted in ter¬ 
races up the hill-side, and tbe white and red flowers of the 
almond-tree, now bursting into blossom in the valley, made 
the end of the journey a pleasant contrast to its beginning. 1 

The two travellers were not from among the Apostles, and 
it is not even known whether they had been in the number 
of the Seventy. The name of the one is told us, Cleopas, a 
different word from Clopas, the name of the husband of one 
of the Marys who waited on Christ, and thus, no hint is 
furnished by it. The other has been variously fancied as 


1 Furrer , p. 142. 
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Nathanael, Peter, or, even Luke himself, but it is only con* 
jecture. They were passing on their way, their conversation 
turning naturally on that of which their hearts were full, 
and of which they had heard and spoken so much that day. 
Was Jesus the Messiah or not ? If so, how had things ended 
so gloomily ? His life, His words, His miracles, seemed 
to show that He was the Messiah; but, on the other hand, 
how could the Messiah have been crucified ? 

Meanwhile, a stranger, going their way, overtook them* 
and, very possibly to their disappointment, joined them. He 
had heard how eagerly they were disputing and reasoning, 
so that it seemed only natural when He asked them what 
subject had so engrossed them. Half impatient that He 
should seem unacquainted with a matter so supreme to them¬ 
selves, Cleopas answered, “ That he could not have thought 
any one who had been to the feast in Jerusalem, would ask 
the subject of their conversation, when such great thiugs, 
still in every one’s mouth, had happened in these last few 
days.” 

“ What things ? ” asked the stranger. 

“ What but respecting Jesus of Nazareth?” replied Cleopas. 
u He was a prophet of God, a mighty worker of miracles, and 
a great teacher. All the people must own that He was that. 
Do you not know about Him ? How our priests and Rabbis 
seized Him, and condemned Him to death, and forced Pilate 
to crucify Him ? Yet we believed, as it seemed on the best 
grounds, that He was the Messiah, who should have delivered 
Israel. But it is now the third day since all this has hap¬ 
pened. Some of the women belonging to our company, how’- 
ever, have created no little perplexity amongst us. They 
had gone early in the morning to the tomb, but found it 
empty, and came back, saying that angels had appeared to 
them, who told them that He was alive again. On this some 
of our number went to the sepulchre, and found the facts 
as the women represented, but they did not see Jesus 
Himself.” 

It was clear that the spark of hope kindled by the first 
report had been already extinguished. 

The stranger had listened attentively, and now, to their 
surprise, began to chide them for their doubt, and entered 
into the matter that so engrossed them, with the earnestness 
of one who felt as supremely interested in their Master’s 
cause as they were themselves, and with an intelligence that 
arrested their closest attention. 
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“ What is there in all this that makes you so dejected and 
despairing? ” asked He. “0 ye dull of understanding, and 
sluggish of heart! Why not grasp more clearly, and believe 
more readily, what is the burden of all the prophets ? Had 
you been as intelligent, and as ready in your hearts as you 
should have been, to understand and accept the witness of 
Scripture, you would have seen that it had been prophesied, 
from the first, that the Messiah was to suffer and die, as Jesus 
has done. Let us examine whether the prophets do not show 
that the Christ—the Messiah—must needs have been thus 


lowly, entering into His glory only after suffering death, 


though you have foolishly imagined His Kingdom was to 
come by force and miracle ? ” 

The stranger was evidently at least a learned Rabbi; and 
had won their anxious, respectful attention already, by the 
novelty and force of his appeal. But, now, as he journeyed 
on at their side, their wonder and delight increased, for he 
quoted passage after passage, from the beginning to the end 
of the Scriptures, and showed them how the whole spirit and 
contents of the Holy Books pointed to such a Messiah as he 
had indicated—a Messiah founding a spiritual, not a mere 
earthly kingdom, by love and self-sacrifice, not by force. 
They had never heard such discourse. He threw light on 
the deep things of Scripture which made it a new book to 
them. They had been familiar with it from childhood, but 
now, for the first time, found that their Master, alike in 
His life and death, shone out from every page. 

Such discourse shortened the road, and found them still 
eagerly listening as they approached Emmaus, the end of 
the journey. Climbing the hill path together, through the 
terraces of vines and olives, and passing under the village 
gate, they were presently at the house where the disciples 


were to stay. 


And, now, the stranger bade them adieu. 


What they had heard from him, however, had interested 
them so much, that they longed to hear more. They begged 
him, therefore, to lodge with them for the night, and this, 
the rather, as the day was far spent. Accepting the invita¬ 
tion, all three went into the house. 


It must have been no small wonder to the Two, who their 
mysterious companion could be. Nothing in His dress or 
speech gave them a clue, and they did not know His features. 
But a feeling of reverence kept them from asking. 

Simple refreshments were presently set before them— 
among the rest, bread and wine. The stranger, as was his 
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due, had the place of honour at table, and it fell to him to 
hand what was before them, to the others. Only the three 
were together. 

Soon after, the Unknown, taking the bread, offered the 
nsnal benediction, just as Jesus had done ; broke the bread, 
just as Jesus had broken it; handod it to them, just as Jesus 
had handed it. Bearing, voice, and manner were His. Ami 
now, as they look at Him more closely, the veil He had 
assumed paries away, and the very Face and Form also were 

His. 

It was He! Meanwhile, as they gazed in awful wonder 
and reverence, He vanished. 

No instance given illustrates more strikingly the adapta¬ 
tion of the Risen Saviour’s self-disclosures to the require¬ 
ments of His disciples. Their minds were first enlightened 
and their hearts warmed, till there was no longer a danger of 
affecting their senses only, but a security of intelligent con¬ 
viction, resting on impressions left by the discourse they bad 
heard. They were gently led on till fully prepared, and then 
the appearance was granted in a way so inexpressibly touching 
and tender, that it no less fired their love than established 
their faith. 

Loft to themselves, the Two could speak only of what they 
had heard and seen—of how their hearts had glowed in their 
bosoms as He talked with them along the road, and opened 
to them the Scriptures. Their ecstatic joy at having seen 
Him, whom they had known as the earthly Messiah, now 
unveiled to them as the Messiah risen and glorified, the 
conqueror of death, can only be faintly imagined. Neither 
life nor death could ever efface the memory of it from their 
inmost hearts. But their brethren must know the great 
truth. Hastening back to Jerusalem, with quickened stops, 
to reach it before the shutting of the gates, they found the 
Eleven and a number of the disciples gathered together— 
the amazing rumours of the day the one engrossing theme 
of discussion. Peter, it seemed, had told them that Jesus 
had appeared to him, and now the Two added their wondrous 
narrative. It was a thing so transcendent, however, and so 
unheard of, that any one should rise from the dead, that tho 
company still fancied the women, and Peter, and the Two, 
under some strange delusion. They could not credit their 
story as a matter of fact. 

It was still Sunday, and the assembled Eleven, with tho 
others, hod gathered at the table couches, to eat a simple 
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evening meal together, before parting for the night. 1 The 
doors were fast closed, for fear of any emissary of the high 
priest and Rabbis discovering them, as they were discuss¬ 
ing the strange reports they had heard, and justifying their 
incredulity. Suddenly, through the closed doors, a Form 
appeared in their midst, which they at once recognised as 
that of Jesus. Presently, the salutation they had heard so 
often, sounded from His lips—the common Jewish greeting, 
u Shalom Lachem.” “ Peace to you ! ” 

The sight terrified and alarmed them. They could not 
realize that it was really Jesus Himself, but fancied it was 
His spirit. 

“ Why are you in such fear,” said He, “ and why do you 
not, at once, without any such doubts and questionings in 
your minds, recognise me as Him whom I really am ? ” His 
hands were, of course, exposed beneath the sleeves of His 
abba, and His feet could be seen through His sandal-straps. 
Holding up the former, and showing the marks of the great 
iron nails of the cross in the palms, and pressing back His 
abba, and disclosing* the wounds on his feet, He went on: 
“ Look at my hands and ray feet, see the wounds of the nails, 
and be satisfied that it is I, Jesus, myself, who speak. And, 
that you may know that it is not my spirit you see, but the 
same Master you knew of old, come near and touch me, for a 
spirit has not flesh and bones as you see me have.” 

Evidence so convincing could leave no doubt, except from 
very joy at its completeness; for the return of their Lord, 
cjhus triumphant over the grave, was so stupendous a miracle 
that while they could not question it, their gladness would 
scarcely let them think it real. But still further proof was 
to be given. Knowing how easily the idea might spread 
that His appearances were merely those of a disembodied 
spirit, He asked them to let Him share their meal. They had 
broiled fish, a and having set some before Him with wondering 
awe, He ate it in their sight. All doubt now fled; it was, 
indeed, their Risen Lord. 

“ Now that you are convinced that it is really. I,” continued 
Jesus, “ let me remind you that the facts you have now 
verified—that I should die, and rise again from the dead— 
are the fulfilment of what I said to you while I was yet with 
you, that all that was written respecting me in the Scriptures, 
must be fulfilled in this way.” 


1 Mark xvi. 14-18. Luke xxiv. 30-49. John xix. 19-23. 
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As the “ Light of the World,” He then proceeded to recall 
to their minds and explain more fully the prophecies re¬ 
specting Himself in the Books of Moses, the Prophets, and 
the Psalms—the three divisions under which all the Holy 
Books were classed by the Jews; and showed their wonderful 
vividness as inspired anticipations of what had really hap¬ 
pened in His own person. 1 

“ Yon see thus,” added He, after giving this summary of 
the testimony of Scripture, “that it was necessary, in the 
Divine counsels, that instead of founding an earthly kingdom, 
as you expected, the Messiah should suffer as I have done, 
and that He should rise from the dead the third day, as ye 
see has been the case with me. The purposes of God now 
further require that the need of repentance, and the promise 
of the remission of sins to be obtained through niy death 
and resurrection, should be preached, henceforth, as the 
great end of all I have suffered, and the Salvation I was 
sent as the Messiah to secure, not for Israel only, but for 
all mankind. These truths you are to proclaim to all nations, 
but you are to begin at Jerusalem, that Israel may have 
still another opportunity of accepting me, and of being 
saved through my name, now I am risen and glorified ; though 
they rejected me in my humiliation. And you, my disciples, 
are the witnesses through whom God will spread abroad this 
message of mercy to Jews and heathen, and proclaim His 
new Heavenly Kingdom founded by me.” 

The wondering disciples now saw that He was about to 
leave them once more. As He prepared to do so, however, 
He added:— 

“ Peace be with you! As my Father sent me, so I send 
you. Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to 
every creature. He who believes and is baptised will be 
saved, but he who does not believe will be condemned. And 
these miraculous signs will be granted those who believe, for 
a confirmation of their faith, and that they may win others. 
They will cast out devils in my name; they will speak with 
tongues new to them; they will take up serpents without 
harm to themselves; if they drink any deadly thing it will 
not hurt them; and they will lay hands on the sick, and 
they will recover. 

“To fit you for your great work I shall presently send 
you the Helper promised by my Father, but stay in the city 
till you are clothed with this power from on high.” 

1 Bava Bathra, xiv. 2. 
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There were only ten of the Eleven present, for Thomas 
was absent, but these He now gathered before Him. As an 
earliest of the fuller endowment, hereafter, He was about to 
impart to them a special consecration by the Holy Spirit, to 
their office as Apostles. He had, Himself, compared the 
influence and entrance of the Spirit to the breathing of the 
wind, and now, prefacing His intended words by the sym¬ 
bolical act of breathing on the Ten, He said: 

“ Receive ye the Holy Spirit. The government of the 
Church is committed to your charge. As a special gift for 
your work as founders of my Kingdom, Divine insight is 
granted you to ‘ discern the spirits ’ of men, 1 that so you 
may know their true state before God. Through you, there¬ 
fore, henceforth, as through Me till now, He will announce 
the forgiveness of sins, and it will be granted by God to 
those to whom you declare it. Through you, moreover, He 
will make known to others that their sins are not forgiven, 
and to him to whom you are constrained to speak thus, to 
him his sins will not be forgiven by God till you announce 
their being so.” 

Having said this, He vanished from their sight. 

It is impossible to realize the emotions of the little band 
of Apostles and disciples at these appearances. They knew 
that Jesus had been put to death; triey had fancied them¬ 
selves permanently deprived of His presence and help, and 
they had not known what to think respectiug Him. But 
when He stood amidst them, once more, after He had risen, 
a sudden and strange revolution took place in their minds. 
They saw before them Him whom they had revered as the 
Messiah while clothed in human weakness, now raised to an 
unimaginable glory which at once confirmed and sublimed 
their former faith. They saw Him victorious over the grave, 
and clothed with the attributes of the eternal world. In 
a moment, the whole sweep of the truth respecting Him, 
hitherto only half realized, had become a radiant fact, even 
to their senses. The hesitating and imperfect belief in His 
heavenly dignity and power to fulfil all He had promised, 
here and hereafter, which had slowly rooted itself in their 
hearts while He still lived, had seemed, after all, from the 
catastrophe of these last disastrous three days, a fond and 
beautiful delusion. But now at length, as He appeared among 
them, triumphant even over death, it broke all restraints and 


1 1 Cor. xii. 10. John xx. 22. 
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flooded their whole soul with sacred light as never before, 
for the revulsion from despondency to the purest and holiest 
joy gave it additional strength. 

It is impossible to conceive the effect of such sights of 
their Risen Master, on the minds of those who were tlins 
favoured with them. The whole life of one who had seen 
Him and stood near Him, perhaps touched Him, after Ho 
had risen, became a long dream of wonder. Such an ono 
felt, henceforth, even in the midst of his commonest occupa¬ 
tions, as if Christ were still, though unseen, beside him; 
he saw Him, as it were, radiant before his eyes; lie seemed 
still to hear His words of infinite love, and lived in habitual 
communion with Him, as with One, hidden it might be, for 
the moment, in the upper light, but to be expected os a 
visible form at any instant. We see this in every page of 
the Gospels and the Epistles. 1 

Only the immeasurable force of the thought that the Son 
of God Himself, the true glorified Messiah, had appeared 
to them; not, as hitherto, in the veil of the flesh, but in a 
heavenly transfiguration, victorious over death; that He 
had stood among them, had quickened, and inspired them; 
perhaps had let Himself even be reverently touched—could 
have created such effects. Henceforth, he only was recog¬ 
nised as an Apostle in tho fullest sense, who had seen Him 
in His spiritual body during this mysterious interval, when 
He seemed ready to soar to heaven as His rightful home, 
and, though still on earth, was no longer of it. Nothing 
could be, more amazing than the result of such a sight of Him, 
thus glorified, on the Apostles. From despair they passed 
at once to triumphant confidence ; from incapacity to believe 
that the Messiah could have suffered as He had done, to 
the most fervent and exulting faith in Him as the Messi ah, 

V f w 

on account of these very sufferings. They became, suddenly, 
men into whom the very spirit of Christ seemed to have 
passed; their spiritual nature had been wholly changed, 
and they were bound to Him, henceforth, with a deathless 
and ecstatic devotion.* 


The appearances vouchsafed during the day of the Resur¬ 
rection had now ended. On the part of the priests and 


>cn great anxiety, f< 
heard the rumours 
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1 F.tcald, vol. vi. p. 65. 


3 Ibid. 



DOUBTS OF THOMAS. 


563 


descending angel, had come into the city, and reported what 
had happened. A hasty meeting of the chief men of the 
party had been held, and the whole matter laid before them. 
Their perplexity was extreme, but at last their Sadducee 
leaders invented a specious story. Not'believing in angels, 
they affected to think that the soldiers had been frightened 
away by some clever trick of the disciples, who had thus got 
possession of the body of their Master. There were, indeed, 
difficulties in the way of spreading such a story, but it would 
be fatal if the rumour spread that angels had appeared. The 
people would naturally think it a proof that Jesus had been 
what He said He was, and they would turn to Him with more 
ardour than ever. The guard were therefore instructed, with 
the inducement of large bribes, to say that they had fallen 
asleep, and found the body stolen when they woke. The 
hierarchy were aware that it was death for a sentry to sleep 
at his post; but removed this difficulty by the promise that, 
in case the story reached the ears of Pilate, they would ex¬ 
plain that it was only an invention, to keep the people quiet. 

A whole week elapsed before the next manifestation re¬ 
corded. On Sunday—known, henceforth, as the “ first day of 
the week,” 1 in contrast to the Jewish Sabbath, the seventh 
day; and as, especially, the “Lord’s Day” 3 —the Eleven, 
having once more assembled, as they had done daily through 
the week and continued to do, Jesus, honouring His resurrec¬ 
tion day, 3 once more stood in the midst of them. Thomas, 
known as Didymus, or The Twin, had not been present on 
the Sunday before, and in his grave, earnest way, refused 
to believe that Jesus had risen and appeared to the Ten, with¬ 
out what he himself deemed indisputable proof. “ Except 
I see in His hands the prints of the nails,” said he, “ and 
put my finger into them, and put my hand into His side, 
where the spear-thrust made the gash, I will not believe.” 
No one could desire more to see his Master again, but his 
temperament demanded what he thought demonstration of so 
amazing a fact as the rising of one from the grave. 

On this first Lord’s day after the Resurrection, however, 
his doubts were for ever dispelled. The disciples had gathered 
in their common room, which held at least a hundred and 
twenty. 4 The doors, as before, had been carefully closed, for 
fear of spies from the Temple, and the approaches were, 
doubtless, vigilantly watched. Suddenly, however, the words 

1 John xx. 24-29. 2 Rev. i. 10. 3 Acte ii. 40. 4 Acts i. 16. 
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“ P< ;ace to yon ” were heard in the midst of the company, 
and looking up, Jesus stood before them. He had not been 
near, so far as the senses could perceive, when Thomas had 
uttered his doubts, but He knew them none the less. 
Turning to the faithful but still incredulous one, whose 
presence there showed how eagerly he wished to believe the 
transcendeut news, Jesus, to his amazement, addressed him : 

k ‘ Thomas, thou saidst thou wouldst not believe, unless thou 
couldst put thy finger in the wounds of my hands, and feet, 
and side. Reach hither thy finger—here are my hands ; and 
reach hither thy hand, and put it into my side, and be not 
faithless, but believing.” 

To hear his own words thus repeated by One who had not 
been present when they were spoken ; to see the hands, and 
feet, and side ; to receive such condescension from One who 
he now felt was, indeed, his loved Master, yet no longer a 
mortal man but the Lord of Life, the glorified Messiah who 
had triumphed over death, overwhelmed him with awe. No 
words could express his emotion. He could only utter his 
one deepest thought, that he had before him his Lord ami 

his God. 

“ Thomas,” said Jesus, “ thou hast believed at last because 
thou hast seen me ; blessed are they who, without having 
seen me, believe, as thou now dost, that I have risen from 
the dead.” 

Hitherto, the Risen Saviour, in all His appearances, so far 
as they are recorded, had designed to prove to His disciples 
that He was really alive again. Convinced of this, there was 
much to say to them of “ the things pertaining to the kingdom 
of God,” 1 w’hich they were to spread abroad through the 
earth. Before His death, He had told them that He had 
many things to say to them, which were, as yet, too hard for 
them to understand or receive. These He had now to com¬ 
municate ; for w hat would have been incomprehensible beforo 
His sufferings and Resurrection, 3 was dark no longer, when 
seen in the strong light of the cross and the empty grave. 

He did not, however, mingle among them and live in their 
midst as of old. They apparently expected that now He was 
alive again on earth, He would once more gather them round 
Him, and stay permanently with them, and they even fancied, 
that surely now at last he would set about the establishment 
of the earthly kingdom of Israel, to which they so fondly 
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clung. 1 But to have stayed thus familiarly with them, was 
no longer in keeping- with His glorified immortality. Till 
they too had put on incorruption, He was separated from 
them by the infinite distance and difference of time and 
eternity. They belonged to the former, He now to the 
latter. 

He showed Himself, therefore, to them in such a way that 
they could never count on His taking up His abode with 
them again, as in former days ; accustoming them, thus, 
gradually to His absence, as in no measure breaking or 
weakening their connection with Him. He hence, vouch¬ 
safed them only intermitted appearances ; that, on the one 
hand, they might be in no doubt of His really having risen from 
the dead ; and, on the other, that they might become familiar 
with the idea of His leaving them. He revealed Himself as 
One about to quit the world, and as no longer belonging to it, 
but delaying His departure for a time, for their good. His 
intercourse with them was, thus, almost like that of the 
angels with their fathers in the early ages, when they came 
to their tents, conversed with them, and even ate and drank 
what was offered them, but, presently, left again and disap¬ 
peared, till some new occasion brought them back. 2 

Hence we are no more told the place of His stay in these 
forty days, or of His journeys, or other details, as otherwise 
we might have expected. He appears only at intervals, and 
we have no trace whence He has come, or whither He 
vanishes. He does not travel back with His disciples to 
Galilee after the feast, as was usual, but only names a 
mountain on which He will meet them. They never ask Him, 
as He is about to leave them, whither He is going, or, when 
He comes, whence He has done so P His whole bearing 
towards them was like that to Mary of Magdala—“ Think not 
that my Resurrection restores me to you as the companion 
of your daily life. Rejoice not over my reappearance as if I 
were to stay now, abidingly, with you. I go to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and yours.” 

He had told the women at the sepulchre, to say to His 
disciples that He would meet them on a particular moun¬ 
tain in Galilee, and He doubtless, repeated this to the 
company when in their midst. The most of them were 
Galilaeans, and would return home after the feast week. 
Galiiee had been, moreover, the special scene of His labours, 


1 Acte i. 6. 
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and of His success, and a greater number could be gathered 
together there than in Judea. Jerusalem was not to be their 
scene of action as yet. They could not begin their great 
Apostolic work while their Master was still on earth, and, 
besides, they needed not only many counsels before He left 
them, but the power which the Holy Spirit, who was not yet 
given, could impart. When they returned, to attend the 
Feast of Pentecost, seven weeks after the Resurrection, they 
would receive their full heavenly consecration. 

The future was still unknown even to the Apostles, and 
hence, though they held themselves at the command of their 
Lord, the interval before He required their permanent servieo 
saw them, once more, at their former callings. They seem 
to have had no idea that this visit to their homes would be 
the last they 'would ever make to them as such, or that, 
within a few weeks, they would remove to Jerusalem, to 
stay there for a time, and then wander forth to all lands, 
and see their native country, rarely, or never again. But 
the long attendance on their Master had prepared them for 
finally leaving everything for Him, and had fitted them, un¬ 
consciously, for the duties that lay before them. 

Simon Peter, Thomas the Twin, Nathanael of Cana, John 
and James, sons of Zebedee, and two whoso names are not 
given, apparently because they were not Apostles, had, 
among others, betaken themselves to the well-known shores 
of the Lake of Galilee, and had quietly resumed the humble 
occupation familiar to most of them—that of fishermen. 
They had been out on the lake all night, but had caught 
nothing, and were rowing dispiritedly to land in the early 
dawn, when they saw on the shore a stranger, whom they 
could not recognise in the twilight as any one they knew. 
It was nothing strange that a person should come to them 
as they were landing, to buy their catch. The simple habits 
of the East, moreover, made it common to sell even single 
fish, which were prepared and cooked on the spot, in the 
open air, by the buyer. They thought nothing, therefore, 
of the stranger presently asking them, with a kindly famili¬ 
arity not unusual in antiquity in addressing the humbler 
classes, 1 “ Children, have ye anything to eat?” as if wishing 
to buy for his morning meal. “ Nothing at all,” cried the 
fishermen. 

“ If you cast your net once more on the right side of the 


1 Meyer, Kom ., vol. iii. p. 678. Matt, xxviii. 16. John xxi. 1-24. 
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boat, you will find fish,” said the stranger, and they, think¬ 
ing perhaps that he had noticed a shoal they had over¬ 
looked, were only too glad to do so. But now the net 
sank, overloaded, so that they could hardly draw it after 
them as they rowed to land. 

There was no further question who the stranger could 
be; for what was this incident but the repetition of a well- 
remembered miracle of their Master, almost at the same 
spot ? “ It is the Lord,” whispered John to Peter. The 

name was enough. They were only about a hundred yards 
from land, but the ardent, impulsive Peter could not wait. 
He was standing, naked, in the boat, after having swum 
round with the net, to sweep the waters, as is still the cus¬ 
tom on the Lake of Tiberias; but he instantly drew on his 
upper garment, and, jumping into the water, swam ashore, 
to be the first to see if it really were his Master. The others, 
meanwhile, were slowly pulling to the beach, and presently 
reached it. It had been bare a moment before, but now, 
strangely enough, they saw a fire burning, with some fish 
on it, and bread at hand, as if tl:0 stranger had intended 
them for Himself. 


“ If you would like to eat with me,” said He, “ bring 
some of the fish you have just caught.” 

Peter had not dared to speak, for the awe of his Lord’s 
heavenly greatness, as One belonging now to a higher life, 
was on him. But he instantly ran to the boat, dripping as 
he stood, and dragged ashore the net, which was found to 
have caught a hundred and fifty-three large fish, without 
being rent. All were convinced that it was Jesus, but they 
were dumb with amazement; and though they wished to 
ask, their fear, and their very eyesight, which told them 
that it was no other than their Master, kept them from 
doing so. 1 

They had sat down on the white, dry beach, round the 
fire, at His invitation, and He now, once more as of old, 


took His place as Head of the little group 


Taking first 


bread, and then the fish, He divided them, just as He had 
done while He was with them, and, as He did so, His face 
and bearing were so exactly what they had been, that the 
fear produced by the suddenness of His appearance, and 
the undefined difference in Him which had struck them at 
first, soon abated. His every word was now doubly weighty, 
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and hence John gives ns a more than usually circumstantial 
narrative of what followed. The meal being finished, He 
turned to Peter, as if to show him by a further proof how 
entirely his shortcoming had been forgiven, and the com¬ 
pleteness of his restoration to his apostolate. He commonly 
called him Peter, but now addressed him as He had done 
three years before, when they first met, 1 and only once 
since, when he made his grand confession of belief that his 
Master was the Messiah.* “ Simon, son of Jonas,” asked 
He, “carest thou for me more than my other disciples?” 
“ YeB, Lord,” answered Peter, “ Thou knowest that I love 
Thee.” “ Go and feed my little ones—my sheep,” replied 
Jesus ; “ for love to me; care for tho spiritual wants of all 
who know and love me, as a shepherd sees that his flock be 
duly fed.” The same question, in the same words, was then 
repeated. “ Yes, Lord,” answered Peter, more eagerly than 
before, “ Thou knowest that I love Thee.” “ Then, tend 
my sheep,” replied Jesns. “ Not only nourish, but care for 
them, as committed to thy charge.” A third time the same 
question was asked—“ Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
me ? ” The threefold repetition had something in it tender 
and warning. It was not a reproof, yet it was fitting that 
the disciple who, a few days before, had thrice denied Him, 
should be made to think as often of his weakness. Peter 
felt it, and almost thought that Jesus doubted his trust¬ 
worthiness. “Lord,” said he, “Thou knowest all things; 
Thou knowest that I love Thee.” “ Then,” replied Jesus, 
“feed my sheep; the oversight of my flock is thine, to see 
that they are fed.” 

“ Hear now,” He continued, “what awaits you. Verily, 
verily, I say to you, Hitherto you have girded yourself and 
gone whither you pleased, and you do so still; but in your 
old age you will stretch forth your hands helplessly, and will 
give yourself up to others, who will gird you with chains, 
and lead you off where you would fain not go—to the place 
of judgment.” An assurance of safety for the present, and 
a timely warning of what the future would bring! There 
was a brief pause, and then the words, “ Follow me,” sum¬ 
moned the Apostle once more, as of old ; but spoken this 
time by the risen and glorified Saviour, it called him to 
follow Him in & martyr’s death, and then, to the gloiy 

1 John i. 49. * Matt. xvi. 18. 
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Peter, taking the last words literally, fancied he was to 
follow his Master as before, and as Jesus seemed now leaving 
them, had done so a few paces, when, turning round, he 
saw John coming after him. Unwilling to separate from 
one endeared by long companionship as a fellow-disciple, 
he, therefore, ventured to ask, in hope that John, too, would 
be allowed to come with them—“ Lord, what will this man 
do ? ” But things were not as in old days of common 
familiar communion. “ If I should please that he live till 
mv return, why should you seek to know it? ” replied Jesus. 
“ From you I require that you follow me in the path in 
which I have gone before you.” 

St. Paul, about twenty-five years after, mentions another 
appearance, 1 which was no doubt the same as is related 
more fully by St. Matthew. 2 It took place in a mountain, 
appointed for the purpose by Jesus Himself, as a well- 
known spot to all. Here a large number of disciples, includ¬ 
ing, as we know, the Eleven, gathered at the time fixed. 
It was a moment of supreme solemnity, for it was the close, 
so far as we know, of Christ’s ministry in Galilee. A moun¬ 
tain had been chosen, alike for privacy and because all who 
might come would be able to see their Master. Over five 
hundred were gathered when Jesus appeared in their midst; 
some of them long since dead when Paul wrote, but the 
majority still alive. With beautiful frankness, the Evange¬ 
list tells us that some, who probably had not seen Him before, 
still doubted a miracle so stupendous, but they were so few 
that he could say of the multitude, as a whole, that they 
worshipped Jesus as their Lord. 

Before this numerous assemblage Jesus declared Himself, 
in the loftiest sense, the Messiah. “All power,” said He, 
“ is given me in heaven and in earth. As I have before 
commissioned my Apostles, so now I commission you all, in 
the fulness of the authority thus given me, to go into the 
whole world, and announce to all men that I live, and am 
exalted to be the Lord and the Messiah. Go, gather dis¬ 
ciples to me from among all nations, and consecrate them 
by baptism, to faith in the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, by whom God will speak and act through your means. 
Give them the commands I have given you as my dis¬ 
ciples, and urge that they keep them. Nor must you think 

1 1 Cor. xv. 6; written a,.d. 59. (Hemsen’fl Paulus.) 
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yourselves alone while thus working in my name, for lo, I am 
and shall be, with you always, till the end of the world." As 
at the first, so now at the last, the word was the only 
weapon by which His Kingdom was to be spread. Resting 

on persuasion and conviction from the beginning, it was left 

on the same basis now He was about to ascend to heaven. 

Only two or perhaps three more appearances are recorded 
—one to James alone, and one to all the Apostles. 1 The hist 
known meetings with the Eleven took place immediately 
before the Ascension. It wus the Parting for Ever, so far as 
outward and visible communion on earth was concerned—the 
final delegation of the interests of His Kingdom to them, 
as His chosen heralds and representatives. They were in¬ 
structed to wait in Jerusalem till the promise of the Father 
was fulfilled, that He would send the Holy Spirit to them, as 
their Helper and Advocate, in place of their departed Miister 
—a promise which Jesus Himself had made known to them. 
“ For John," said He, “ truly baptized with water, but tho 
promise which even he announced, that you would be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit, will be fulfilled before many 
days." 

The Apostles, acquainted as they were with the Old Testa¬ 
ment prophecies, which foretold that the fulness of the Holy 
Spirit would be poured out in the times of the Messiah, 2 seem 
to have fancied that thcro was an indirect promise of the 
establishment of the Messianic Kingdom, as they conceived 
it, in these words. It appears as if an interval had elapsed— 
apparently only a part of the same day—between the appear¬ 
ance at which tho renewed assurance of the bestowal of the 
Holy Spirit was given, and that at which the question they 
were now to ask was put. When they had come together 
again, Jesus once more stood among them, and then— so hard 
is it to uproot fixed preconceptions—they resolved to find out, 
if possible, whether they had any grounds for their fond 

•d,” asked they, “ wilt Thou at this time restore the 
fallen kingdom of the Israclitish nation P " They had not 
yet received the illumination of the Spirit, which was to raiso 
them at once and for ever abovo such narrow and national 
views, and were still entangled in Jewish fancies, which 
regarded the Messiah as sent to Israel, as such, for its earthly 
glory as well as spiritual good. 
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Jesus would not answer such a question. There was much 
in their expectations which would never be realized ; yet the 
gift of the Spirit would really be the true setting up of the 
Kingdom of the Messiah. Of its final proclamation and 
full establishment, which would take place at His return at 
the last day, He would say nothing. It lay hidden in the 
depths of the future, and was of no advantage to them to 
know. “ It is of no use to you,'* said He, “ to know the time 
or the circumstances of these great revolutions in the ages to 
come. The Father has kept these as a secret of His own 
omniscience. Be it enough for you to know what will happen 
immediately on my departure. You will receive the powers 
of the Holy Spirit in rich measure, and inspired by these, 
and prepared by them in all points, you will go forth as wit¬ 
nesses for me, and of my resurrection, not only to Jerusalem 
and Judea, but to hated Samaria, and to the heathen through¬ 
out the whole earth; for mine is a universal kingdom, open 
to all mankind, without distinction of race or rank, of bond 
or free, of barbarian or Greek, of Jew or Gentile.” 

This last interview had taken place in Jerusalem, but He 
had left it before He closed, leading them out towards 
Bethany. He may have walked through the well-known 
streets, veiled from His enemies, or He may have appointed 
the meeting-place for them, where He had so often, in His 
last days, retired in their company. The place where He 
assembled them is not minutely recorded, but was on the 
Mount of Olives. It was the last time they were to see Him. 
He had prepared them, as far as their dulness made possible, 
for His leaving them, and had fitted them to receive the gift 
of the Spirit, which, within a few days, would illuminate their 
intellects and hearts. 

He wished, however, to leave them in such a way that 
they should not think he had simply vanished from them, 
and wait for his present re-appearance. He would show 
them, as far as it could be shown, that He returned from the 
earth to His Father; that God took Him to Himself as He 
had taken Elijah. They would be able to tell men, when they 
asked where He now was, that they had seen Him leave the 
world, and pass through the skies to the eternal kingdoms, 
in His human body, to sit down at the right hand of God. 
The thought— He lives : He is with the Father ! was, 
henceforth, to be the stay and joy of His followers in all 
ages. 

We know not with what last parting words He let them 
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Bee He was now finally to leave them. All that is told ns 
is, that He gave them His blessing, with uplifted hands. 
Step by step, he had raised their conceptions nearer the 
unspeakable grandeur of His true nature and work. At 
first the Teacher, He had, after a time, by gradual disclo¬ 
sures, revealed Himself as the Son of God, veiled in the form 
of man; and now, since His crucifixion and resurrection, 
He had taught them to see in Him the Messiah, exalted to 
immortal and Divine majesty, as the conqueror of death and 
the Lord of all. 

The transcendent miracle which closed His earthly 
communion with His chosen cne3 is most fully narrated by 

St. Luke :— 

“ When he had spoken these things, while they were look¬ 
ing at Him, He was taken up into heaven, 1 and a cloud re¬ 
ceived Him out of their sight ”—that cloud which symbolized 
the presence of God. “ And as they were gazing earnestly 
into the heavens, as He ascended, behold two men stood by 
them, in white apparel, and said to them, * Ye men of Galilee, 
why stand ye gazing into the heavens ? This same Jesus, 
who is even now taken from you into heaven, will come, in 
the same way as ye have Been Him go.* ” 

“ Earth, 2 thou grain of sand on the shore of the Universe 

■ 

of God; thou Bethlehem amongst the princely cities of the 
heavens; thou art, and remainest, the Loved One amongst 
ten thousand suns and worlds, the Chosen of God ! Thee 
will He again visit, and then thou wilt prepare a throne for 
Him, as thou gavest Him a manger cradle ; in His radiant 
glory wilt thou rejoice, as thou didst once drink His blood 
and His tears, and mourn His death ! On thee has the Lord 
a great work to complete! ” 

1 Acts L 9-11. Mark xvi. 19, 20. Luke xxiv. 6L 

> Pressel, Leben Jesu, p. 668. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

a According to the traditions of the Rabbis, Joshua, on his distribu* 
tion of the country, had made the fishing in the Lake of Galilee free to 
all. so that their nets, etc., did not interfere with the navigation .—Bava 
Kama, lxxxi. 1, 2. Nowadays the fishing is a monopoly of the Turkish 
Government, and is virtually extinct. 

Jerome translates Capernaum as “ The Lovely,” from D'W (Kephar 

Naim). Origen, on the contrary, translates it, “ The Village of Consola¬ 
tion ” (D-lil?. ID?). 

b Had He gone with Peter, He would have cured the Apostle’s mother- 

in-law, without waiting till after He came from the synagogue next day- 

■ 

c The Jews, in their extravagant way, spoke of “ possession ” as 
having characterized all ages, but there is no notice of it in the Old Testa¬ 
ment, uuless the case of Saul be supposed to be an instance of it, 
which is doubtful. 

d Ha! is the proper translation of (a, which is not the imperative of 
caw, but an interjection. 

fy SiBaffKwv, en didaskon (Mark i. 22), marks the continuance of His 
teaching, as a stated practice. 

e The New Testament leaves us in no doubt of the belief on the 
part of Jesus and the Evangelists, in the reality of these demoniacal 
possessions, and to my mind this at once closes the question. Modern 
criticism has sought to attribute the phenomena associated with “ posses¬ 
sion,” to physical or mental causes only, but the fact that disease takes 
the same forms from apparently natural causes as it assumed from the 
action of evil spirits, leaves the possibility of its being associated with 
their presence in the cases recorded in the New Testament, wholly un¬ 
touched. There are more things in heaven and earth than are dreamt 
of in our philosophy. To quote the foolish superstitions of the Rathis 
respecting the relations of demons to our race, as a reason foi discredit¬ 
ing the belief in “ possession ” in any case, is as absurd as to urge the 
fantastic notions of the ignorant respecting the spirit world at large, as 
a ground for turning Sadducee and denying the existence of spirits alto¬ 
gether. Nor is it worthy of more weight to trace the belief among the 
Jews, in spirits good and bad, in greater or lesser measure to Eastern 
sources. It would be as reasonable to reject belief in the immortality of 
the soul, because it was more clearly held in Egypt than in Palestine. 
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Truth is truth, from whatever quarter it may reach us, and that would 
be a narrow theology which would limit revelations, for untold ages, to 
the uplands of Judea. The light may hnve shone most brightly there, 
nor is it a question that it did so ; but who can tell how mauv rays shone 
down on other lands through rifts in the clouds that only too darkly 

oovered them ? 

The fact, corroborated by the widest evidenoe, that there are still seen 
in half-enlightened countries, such as India, phenomena which seem 
explicable only on the theory of “ possession,'* is striking. Take, for 
instance, the following extract descriptive of a scene witnc-sod in India 
by the writer : *—“ The circle is formed ; the fire is lit; the offerings are 
got ready—goats, and fowls, and rice, and pulse, and sugar, and ghee, 
and honey, and white chaplets of oleander blossoms and jasmine buds. 
The tom-toms are beaten more loudly and rapidly, the hum of rustic 
converse is stilled, and a deep hush of awe-struck expectancy holds the 
motley assembly. Now, the low rickety door of the hut is quickly dashed 
open. The devil-dancer staggers out. Between the hut and the dark 
shadow of the sacred banyan, lies a strip of moonlit sand; and as he 
passes this, the devotees can clearly see their priest. He is a tall, hag¬ 
gard, pensive man, with deep-sunken eyes and matted hair. His fore¬ 
head is smeared with ashes, and there are streaks of vermilion and 
saffron over his face. He wears a high conical cap, white, with a red 
tassel. A long robe, or angi, shrouds him from neck to ankle. On it 
are worked, in red silk, representations of the goddess of small-pox, 
murder, and oholera. Bound his ankles are massive silver bangles. In 
his right hand he holds a staff or spear, that jingles harshly every titno 
the ground is struck by it. The same hand also holdB a bow, which, 
when the strings are pulled or struck, emits a dull booming sound. In 
his left hand the devil-priest carries his sacrificial knife, Bhaped like a 
sickle, with quaint devices engraved on its blade. The dancer, with un¬ 
certain staggering motion, reeU slowly into tbo centre of the crowd, and 
there seats himself. The assembled people show him the offerings they 
intend to present, but he appears wholly unconscious. He croons an 
Indian lay in a low dreamy voice, with drooped eyelids and head sunken 
on his breast. He swings slowly to and fro, from side to side. Look I 
You can Bee his fingers twitch nervously. His head begius to wag in a 
strange uncanny fashion. His sides heavo and quiver, and liugo drops 
of perspiration exude from his skin. The tom-toms are bcuteu faster, 
the pipes and reeds wail out more loudly. There is a sudden yell, a 
stinging, stunning cry, an ear-piercing shriek, a hideous abominable 
gobble-gobble of hellish laughter, and the devil-dancer has sprung to bis 
feet, with eyes protruding, mouth foaming, ohest heaving, muscles quiv¬ 
ering, and outstretched arms swollen and straining. Now, ever and 
anon, the quick sharp words are jerked out of the saliva-cliokcd mouth — 

4 1 am Qod, I am the true God! * Then all around him, sinco lie and no 
idol is regarded as the present deity, reeks tho blood of sacrifice. . . . 

Shrieks, vows, imprecations, prayers, nnd exclamations of thankful 
praise, rise up, all blended together in one infernal hubbub. Above all, 
rise the ghastly guttural laughter of the devil-daucer, and his stentorian 
bowls— 1 1 am God, I am the only trae God 1 * He outs and backs and 
bews himself, and not very unfrequently kills himself there and then. 
Hours pass by. The trembling crowd stands rooted to the spot. Bud 

* " Dvmonolatry,” by fi. C. Cold well, Bsq., Contemporary Rtview, Feb., 1870. 
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denly the dancer gives a great bound into the air; when he descends he 
is motionless. The fiendish look has vanished from his eyes. His de¬ 
moniacal laughter is still. He speaks to this and that neighbour quietly 
aud reasonably. He lays aside his garb, washes his face at the nearest 
rivulet, and walks soberly home, a modest, well-conducted man ! ” 

The Jewish superstitions respecting demons were very curious. The 
chief of the diabolical empire was Beelzebub, a Phenieian god, but the 
Persian Aeschma Daeva also was transferred to Judaism as Asmodeus, 
aud with him an endless crowd of other spirits, or “ devs,” Asahel, 
Sammael, and the like, who were unknown to earlier and purer ages.— 
Ewald's Geschichte, vol. iv. p. 269. Gfrorer , vol. i. p. 395. Henoch, c. 
6, £f. Keim,Jes. v. N., vol. ii. p. 187. According to the Book of Henoch, 
the demons are the souls of the giants who corrupted therm-slves with 
the daughters of men, but Josephus regarded them as the spirits of dead 
men.— Bell . Jud., vii. 6. 3. They were so numerous that every man has 
10,000 of them on his right hand, and 1,000 on his left. It was their 
delight to work nil possible evils on men and even on beasts, and hence 
all the sicknesses and calamities that happened to living creatures were 
ascribed to them. Even headaches had a special demon who caused 
them. 

The casting out of these demons was, thus, a main task of Jewish 
professional life, though evil spirits trembled especially before the Rabbis, 
as they knew the secret names of God. The angels had told Noah the 
cures of all the diseases caused by demons, aud their modes of tempta¬ 
tion, and how the virtues of plants could overcome them ; and Noah 
had written them in a book known to the Rabbis.— Jubilees, 10. In 
all cases, however, it was the name of God in the exorcism that was 
supremely potent. Forms of words were used, which acted as spells. 
One of many such formulas, preserved in the Talmud, is as follows:— 
“O thou demon who art hidden ; thou son of foulness, thou 6on of 
abomination, thou son of uncleanness, be thou cursed, crushed, anathe¬ 
matized, as Schamgas, Marigas, and Istemaa.”— Shabbath Bab., 67a. 
Strange gesticulations, burnings of incense, tying and unloosing of 
knots, and the use of certain plants, were among the other aids of exor¬ 
cism. “ Take incense,” says Raphael to Tobit, “ and lay part of the 
heart and the liver of the fish on it, and burn the incense, and the demon 
will smell it and fly away, and come back no more.”—Tobit vi. 16, 17. 
The root Baara, which grew near Machaerus, and was red like flame, 
throwing out fiery gleams by night, was a great remedy. When any one 
tried to pull it up, it shrank into the ground, and, if he left any part of 
it in the earth, he died. Those who gathered it, therefore, wisely tied a 
dog to it, and forced him to drag it up. When the root broke the dog 
died; but the root could now be handled with safety. When brought 
near one possessed with a demon, the demon fled, and the sick man got 
better.— Bell. Jud., vii. 6. 3. Josephus also tells another mode of exor¬ 
cism which he saw employed before Vespasian, his sons, his staff, and 
many of his soldiers, by a Jew named Eleazar. The magician put a ring 
that had in it a root of one of the plants mentioned by Solomon, to the 
nostrils of the possessed man, and after doing so he drew out the demon 
through his nostrils. When the man forthwith fell down, he abjured 
the devil to return to him no more, still making mention of Solomon, 
and reciting the incantations which he had composed. And when 
Eleazar would persuade and demonstrate to the spectators that he had 
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such a power, he set, a little way off, a cop or basin, foil of water, and 
commanded the demon, as he went out of the man, to overturn it, and 
thereby to let all know that he had left the man, which he did.— Ant., 
vii. 2. 5. Compare with this the grand simplicity of the Gospels when 
the Word of Jesus alone is used ; and does not one see the contrast 
between reality and superstitious wildness ? 

See Langen’s Judenthum, pp. 297-331; Winer’s Art. B*sessene ; 

Bibel Lex., Art- Besessene ; Herzog, Art* Diimonische; Trench on Mira¬ 
cles, pp. 151 ff.; Keim, Jesu v . N ., vol. ii. pp. 188-204 ; Uausrath, vol. 
i. pp. 110, 112, etc., etc., etc. 

A passage from Canon Tristram’s Great Sahara bears curiously on this 
interesting subject. I append it, with a letter I have had the honour 
of receiving from him respecting it. The scene was Algiers; the 
dramatis persona members of a fanatical Mussulman sect. 

14 The floor of the centre was paved with bright tesselated tiles. In 
the midst squatted the dervishes, or Beni Yssou. Hound three sides the 
musicians sat on the ground, beating large tambourines and swinging 
their heads as they accompanied their voices in a low measured chant, 
which never varied more than three semitones. Nothing could sound to 
our ears more monotonous than this unvaried wailing cadence, no music 
less capable of inspiring frenzy. The fourth side of the square was 
occupied by a young man sitting cross-legged before a low table, on which 
lay a bundle of papers and a long lighted candle. Near him.was a 
chafing-dish over which he frequently baked the tambourines. One of 
the musicians, in lieu of a tambourine, held a huge earthen jar, with a 
parchment cover stretched over its mouth, which, by incessant drum¬ 
ming produced a bass groan deeper even than the other instruments. 
Shrouded spectators occupied the background; and a few Moors, and ono 
or two Frenchmen, the front and sides, without the pillars. We were 
accommodated with a form, and courteously supplied with coffee and 
pipes from time to time. Meanwhile the courtyard filled, and became a 
vapour-bath. The dervishes having now worked up the 6team, a huge 
negro, with grizzled-grey moustache, rose, plunged forward with a howl, 
and swayed his body to and fro. He was supported by the attendants, 
stripped of his turban and outer garments, and accommodated with a 
loose white burnous ; he then danced an extempore saraband in front of 
the lights. Meanwhile, he had been anticipated in his excitement by a 
little boy in the rear, whom we had noticed on the stairs behind, for the 
last twenty minutes, gradually working himself into an ecstasy, rolling 
his head and swaying himself on his seat, apparently unconscious and 
unobserved. The black had now become outrageous ; his eyeballs glowed 
and rolled as lie grunted and growled liko a wild beast. The musicians 
plied the sheep skins with redoubled energy, and the din became deaf- 
euing. The negro craved for aliment. They brought him a smith’s 
shovel at a red heat. He seized it, spat on his fingers, nibbed them 
across its heated edge, found it not sufficiently tender, blew on it, and 
struck it many times with the palm of his hand. He licked it with his 
tongue, found it not yet to his taste, and handed it back to the attend¬ 
ants with evident disgust; squatted down again, glared caruivorously, 
and was gratified by an entremet of a live scorpion. This he ate with 
evident relish, commencing oarefully with the tail; but his voracity was 
still unabated. Next, a naked swoid was handed to him. which he tried 
to swallow, but failed, the weapon being slightly curved, aud ubout a 
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yard long. He recommenced the saraband, brandishing the naked 
sword after a fashion very promiscuous, and not at all satisfactory to the 
spectators, as he cut the candle to pieces, and made the musicians dive 
to avoid him. He then attempted to bore his cheek with the point; 
then to pierce himself in the abdomen ; setting the hilt at times against 
a pillar, then against the ground. A friendly fanatic assisted him by 
jumping on his shoulders, but all to no purpose. He was evidently, for 
the nonce, one of the pachydermata ; his hide would rival the sevenfold 
shield of Ajax. Now several maniacs simultaneously howl, si agger forth 
to the centre, and repeat the same extravagances ; not omitting the 
dainty taste of scorpions. Three of th'em at length kneel before tlio 
presiding Marabout, or chief of the dervishes, who benevolently feeds 
them with the leaf of the prickly pear, which they bite with avidity, and 
masticate in large mouthfuls, spines and all. Others repeat the shovel 
exploit; and one sturdy little fellow, a Marocain, naked to the waist, 
balances himself on his stomach on the edge of a drawn sword, held up. 
point and hilt, by two men. Then he stands on it, supporting a tall 
man on his shoulders. Altogether, the din of the musicians, the pleased 
* Sah, sah ’ of the spectators, the howls of the maniacs with their 
waving figures and dishevelled hair (for the dervishes do not shave), the 
heat and stench of the apartment, the wild confusion of the spectacle, 
might make a visitor fancy he was looking on some mad. unearthly 
revel, where fanaticism had turned fiendish, and demoniac worship dom¬ 
ineered it over men .”—The Great Sahara , by H. R. Tristram, M.A. 
London, I860, pp. 12-15. 

The following is an extract from Canon Tristram’s letter, to which I 
have referred:— 


“I need hardly say that I thoroughly agree with your views on de¬ 
moniacal possession, but I fear I cannot aid you by supplying any facts 
with which you are not already familiar. In the first chapter of my 
book, The Great Sahara, I gave a full description of what I witnessed, 
certainly not overdrawn, but I have nothing to add to it. I certainly 
never received any rafional physical explanation of the eating of prickly- 
pear leaf, the extraordinary hardness of the skin, muscles, etc.; and the 
whole is in complete accord with what we read of demoniacs in the New 
Testament. 


“ One thing is certain, these feats are not jugglery. Jugglers are well 
known in these countries, and perform as they do here, but no native 
ever dreams of confounding the two. The dervish performs only when 
wrought up to this state of frenzy, and cannot do auything extraordin¬ 
ary at other times; and the people all believe it to be bj r a species of 
supernatural possession. I never heard of the exhibition except as a 
religious one. There are yet stranger stories told of the feats of theso 
4 possessed ’ dervishes; but I only state whut I have myself seen. It 
was not that the spine of the prickly pear, etc., did not hurt them ; it 
did not prick them. I am not prepared to afiirin that it is demoniacal 
possession, but I should be very far from denying it. If we believe, as 
we do, that we are living in the midst of a spirit world, who shall say 
what manifestations may not be possible, if God permit them ? ” 


f The Rabbis Bay, He who meditates on the Law of God by 14 day,” 
and spends the night in prayer, will never hear evil tidings .—Bei achotJu 
L 14. 1. 
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a Jesus uses the two words, t6\cis, cities; and KttpoiroXfit, country 
towns possessing a synagogue. 

h Greswell (liar. Evan., p. 48) makes the date of the circuit from June 
to September. 

1 Leprosy oould not be readily caught by contact. To sleep with a 
leper might give it (Winer), and it was, as I have 6nid, hereditary, but it 
was not contagious in the ordinary sense. — Trench, Miracle*, p. 211. 
Yet popular feeling, doubtless, thought it so, for cveu in Spain at thin 
day it is universally believed that a leprous corpse gives leprosy to 
corpses round it in the churchyard. — Uonoto's iiiblr in Spain. 

k Abigail falls at David's feet (1 Sam. xxv. 2t). The Shunammite fell 
at the feet of Elisha (2 Kings iv. 37). The servant fallB at the feet of 
his fellow-servant (Matt, xviii. 29). and so on. 

*• Lord ” (Kvptot) was the equivalent of our “Master.” “Sir"—or of 
the French “ Monsieur," or German “ Herr.” It is UBed by a son to a 
father (Matt. xxi. 30), by a servant to a master (Matt. xiii. 27), to the 
Roman procurator (Matt, xxvii. 63), and even in the respectful inter¬ 
course ot daily life. It is still the same in Greek-speaking lands. 

1 It is doubtful, however, whether the examination of the leper was 
left to the priests in the days of Jesus, as the Rabbis, in their hostility 
to the priesthood, had mauaged, under Hillel, to make a rule that a 
leper might be examined by any one, and on his declaration was to be 
pronounced cleau by the priest. The purification would still, however, 
rest with the priest.— Derenbourg, Palestine, p. 186. 

m <rvri )pxo*to. Imperfect of repeated and continuous aotion. See 
Winer, Orammatik, p. 252. 


CHAPTER XXXIV. 


* The Rabbis are mentioned by different names in different passages 


of the Gospels. 

1. They are called Scribes ( ypa/xfiareis ) 


the equivalent of tho Hebrew 


Sopherim (from “ipp, Sapbar, “ to write "). The Rabbinical law was known 

as the “words of the Sopherim.’’ Ezra was regarded as the founder of 
the order, and was specially known as Ezra the Scribe. It was their pe¬ 
culiar function to promote reverence for the Law, by devoting themselves 
to its study, teaching it to the poople, and securiug its transmission 
intact by the most careful transcription. Their decisions on various 
points, at first transmitted to each generation orally, were finally col¬ 
lected in the Talmud, and overlaid the Divine original with eudless 
subtleties aud refinements, known as “the trad lious of the Fathers.” 

2. A second name was “ lawyers ’’ ( vjukcI, noinikoi), and (3) u third 
(vopoStbcuTKaXoi, uomodidaskaloi), “doctos of the Law." Acts v. 34. 
They are, also, olten referred to as “ the Pharisees,” from the great 
majority belonging to that party ; but all Rabbis were not Pharisees, nor 
all Pharisees Rabbis. In the same way, many priests were Rabbis, but 
many Rabbis were not priests. 

b Dr. Thomson (Land and Book) supposes the house to have been like 
one of the Arab houses of the preeeut day—a low one-story building 
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with a flat roof, sloping downwards to the back. By the courtyard he 
fancies is meant a space enclosed, before the house, by a rough stone 
wall, a door in which furnished the means of entrance. 

l)r. Pelitzsch (Ein Tag in Capernaum, p. 40) believes the house was 
built on four sides of a hollow square: two windows on each 3 ide facing 
the inner space. This interior court, Sepp thinks; might have an awn¬ 
ing over it, and be the place where Jesus taught ( Leben Jesu , vol. ii p. 
276). But was Peter able to boastof a house like this, vvh.c.i was, rather, 

I 

four bouses built together? 

Boskoff (Art. Dach, in Bibel Lexicon), Lightfoot (in loc.), Ewald (vol. v. 
p. 375), think the house was of two stories; Keim and Hausrath that 
it was of one. 

c Delitzsch supposes the opening was made by lifting up a square 
patch of bricks from an aperture in the roof, used in summer as a way 
from within, but closed in winter, and not yet, at the time, re-opened, 
A slight framework over this in the dry months would keep out the sun, 
while it admitted the air, and a stair from the ro ‘in below would give 
easy access to the roof, on which a great part of the time is spent in 
Palestine, in summer, in the mornings and evenings. Lin Tag, n.p. 42. 

d “ When it was day, we all took up our beds—I my sheet and my 
shawl, the rest their cotton or straw mats, which they rolled up and put 
in a corner.”— Furrer, Wanderungcn, p. 115. 

6 Latin, Publicanus, one connected with the revenue, or publicum. 
The farmers of the revenue were called publicans, says Ulpian—•* quia 
fruunter publico ’’—because they lived from the public revenues. 

f Even among the publicani were some whom all men praised. The 
towns of Lesser Asia raised inscriptions to the father of Vespasian as 
“ the good publican.” Josephus speaks of the Publican Johannes, in 
Cicsarea, as the representative of the religious interests of the people, 
and the Talmud praises Rabbi Zeira as one who lightened, not increased, 
the public burdens.— Suet. Vesp., 1. Jos. Bell. Jud., ii. 14. 4. Light- 
foot, pp. 295, 344. 

s Bnxtorf gives the list of things unbecoming in a Rabbi, as follows :— 
Six things are to be condemned in a Disciple of the Wise (that is, of a 
Rabbi, and, of course, much more so in a ltabbi himself). 1. To go out 
to the street, after anointing himself. 2. To go out at night alone. 
3. To go out with patched shoes. 4. To speak with a woman, or hold 
discourse with her. (How this touched Jesus, in the eyes of the dis¬ 
ciples, at the well of Sychar!) 5. To sit down to eat with the common 
people. 6. To be last in entering the synagogue.— Buxtorf, Lex., p. 1146. 

It will throw light on many passages to quote a few more Rabbinical 
details. A Rabbi, as I have said, was formally made so by the Semicha, 
or laying on of hands. But the “ degree.” if I may use the term, was 
conferred not by laying on of hands only. Before Hillel’s day, if one 
accredited Rabbi said to another, “ I create thee a Rabbi; a Rabbi be 
thou,” it was sufficient. After Hillel’s day, however, no one could con¬ 
fer the degree but the president of the great Sanhedrim and the “ Father 
of the House of Judgment,” in the presence of two witnesses. Further, 
it could on no account be done outside the land of Israel. A degree 
could be conferred on an absent person, however, and sent abroad to 
him. Any number of degrees could be granted at the same time-that 
is, any number of Rabbis created. The powers implied in the title 
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were various, and a Rabbi might be authorized to execute some and not 
others, or his powers might be given only for a time. He might bo ap¬ 
pointed a judge, but not to teach respecting things allowed and forbidden ; 
or he might be authorized to teach respecting these, and not to judge in 
money causes; or he might be authorized to judge money causes and 
not criminal. A Rabbi did not, however, get his title till he who nom¬ 
inated him was dead. Till then he was a Haber, or '• companion,” or 
“ disciple,” or 44 friend.” He was also called 44 a disciple of the wise,” 
and was felt worthy to be a Rabbi, though it was thought indecorous to 
claim equal honour with his nominator by assuming the title. A new 
Rabbi, that is, a disciple, either sat on the ground while lii6 patron 
taught, or stood. 

These facts are taken from various passages of the Talmud, etc., as 
quoted by Buxtorf, pp. 1498, 1499. 

b That is, the James who is called the brother of Jesus; thought by 
many to have been the same as James the son of Alphieus—that is, His 
cousin. 

1 The phrase, 44 Go ye and learn,” was the usual form of expression 
among the Rabbis.— Nork , p. 69. 

k Mercy. *lpn (Hesed), kindness, love, zeal for the good of any one. 

The passage is strictly parallel to that in Micah vi. 8, 44 What doth the 
Lord require of thee, bat to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God ? ” It is noteworthy that Hoses (b.c. 780) and Micah (b.c. 
720) were among the very earliest of the prophets. So long had the 
noblest practical religion been taught in Israel. 

1 The Greek imperfect of 44 habit” is used (Luke v. 83).— Winer' t 
Grammatik, p. 827. 

m Ewald assumes that the zeal of the disciples of John had roused 
the Pharisees to greater activity than usual.— Getchichte , vol. v. p. 379. 

D 44 He who makes prayer a daily mechanical taskwork, his prayer is 
no prayer.”— Berachoth, 4. 4. 4, Few words are to be used in prayer 
before God.”— Berachoth Bab., 64a. 

0 Old bottles are frequently patched and mended with skin and pitch. 
The manufacture of these skin bottles is very simple. The animal is 
skinued from the neck by simply cutting off the head and legs and then 
drawing the skin back, without making any slit in the belly. The skins 
in this state, with the hair on, are then steeped in tannin, and filled with 
a decoction of bark for a few weeks. . . . They are then town up at the 
neck, the sutures being carefully pitched. They are then exposed to the 
sun, on the ground, for a few days, covered with a strong decoction of 
tannin and water pumped on them from time to time, to keep them on 
the stretch till sufficiently saturated. Dry bottles crack. The hair on 
the skins preserves them from friction in travelling. ... An old 
skin is not able to bear the distension of new wine in the process of fer¬ 
mentation, and would burst with it.— 7 tint ram's Nat. But. of Bible , pp. 
93, 412. 1 have throughout adopted the correct text, which varies a 

little from our version, though not so as at all to change its general 
meaning. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

* Meyer, in a striking passage (Matt. viii. 20 ), shows that the Rabbis 
must have understood Daniel’s pbrase, “the Son of Man,” as used by 
Jesus, of His claim to be the Messiah. 

* 

b Winer thinks the name Zebedee comes from the district Zebedani, 
between Baalbek and Damascus (vol. ii. p. 711). Smith’s Dictionary of 
the Bible notices that Zabdai is nearly identical in meaning with 
Jolm, as if the father had given his son a name more in favour than his 
own, and yet of the same import. 

c Hausrath, in Art. Apostel , in Bibel Lex., thinks them the sons of the 
same Alphteus, who is also known in the Gospels a 6 Cleopas, the hus¬ 
band of Mary—apparently the sister of our Lord's mother.—John xix. 
25. Matt, xxvii. 50. Mark xv. 40. 

d Ewald thinks that John, and of course his brother James, were 
related to the priestly race, through his mother. He supposes both her 
and Mary, the mother of Jesus, to have been of the tribe of Levi, and 
quotes the tradition in Eusebius that John, in his old age, wore the 
ireraXov (petalon), or priestly coronet.— Gesckichtr, vol. v. p. 216. The 
petalon was a gold plate fastened on the brow of the high priest, with a 
purple-blue cord. It bore the words in Hebrew, “ Holiness to Jehovah.” 
Ewald thinks that its use was open to all Levites.— Alt., p. 395. Hof¬ 
mann, p. 30. The sacerdotal tendencies of the post-apostolic age may 
have invented this, as it did many other traditions. Huther { Jacobus , 
p. 14) treats it as of no value. 

e “Fishermen with the casting net” (the net used by Peter at the 
time of the miraculous draught) at the present day work stark naked, 
with the exception of a thick woollen skull-cap. “ On the Egyptian monu¬ 
ments, all persons catching fish or water-fowl with nets are depicted 
naked. The custom, therefore, appears to be ancient and widespread.” 
— Tristram's Nat. History of Bible, p. 290. 

Dr. Tristram questions whether they could have been quite naked in 
the “ more civilized days ” of Peter, “with a dense population on the 
shore.” But this admirable and accomplished writer will doubtless re¬ 
member that at the Greek games introduced by Herod (Jos. Ant., xvi 5. 
1 ), which were very popular with young men, in spite of the Rabbis, the 
competitors were in many cases quite naked. So that nudity was less 
regarded, even by many Jews, then than now, doubtless through the 
universal presence of more or less Greek feeling. 

1 Simon is called the Canaanite, in Matt. x. 4, and Mark iii. 18, ana 
in Luke vi. 15 Zelotes. The word used by Matthew is Kavavlrys (Can- 
anites), from Heb. tOp (Kanna), Aram. (Kannfm), zealous, and of 

this, Zelotes ({ 17 Xwrijs) is a translation. The Zealots in later years, pos¬ 
sibly even in Christ’s day, had become a society like the Italian Car¬ 
bonari, or the German Vehmgerichte of the Middle Ages, striking 
secretly at alleged “enemies of the Law,” without trial, as their superiors 
commanded. 

For the Old Testament uses of KJH. see Buxtorf, p. 2050. The Zealots 

took their name, as has been said, from a remembrance of the words of 
the dying Mattathias, the father of the Maccabaean heroes. “ Now hath 
pride and oppression gotten strength, and it is a time of desolation and 
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bitter fury. Now, therefore, my sons, be ye zealot* for the Law, and 
give your lives for the covenant of your fathers.”—1 Macc. ii. 49, 50, 
The sentiment was lofty, and such as only spirits of a noble devotion 
and earnestness would grasp. The remembrance of Gideon overcoming 
Midian in spite of its hosts, with his chosen three hundred, and of the 
victories against similar odds, recorded so often in the Old Testament 
and in the History of the Maccabees, fired them to dare even the awful 
power of Rome. The battle was the Lord’s, not man’s, and there was 
no restraint with Him to save by many or by few. 1 Sam. xiv. 6. 
2 Chrou. xx. 15. They were at first culled Golil®ans ; Galilee being 
their favourite ground of action, from the facilities it offered for gath¬ 
ering and keeping together their guerilla bands. The Galileans were 
more quick-blooded, moreover, than their southern brethren, And were 
always brave soldiers. See Jos. Bell. Jud., vii. 10. 1. Ant., xviii. 1. 6. 

Josephus 6peaks with the bitterness of a renegade, of the little bands 
that rose from time to time, after the example of Judas the Galilteau, in 
the fond hope that the Messiah would appear, and give them the victory 
over the stranger. He calls them robbers and traitors. Josephus, no 
doubt, looked on our Lord and His followers as the leader and dupes 
of such a band, and classed Him and them in the same category of 
" traitors,” etc., else he would have spoken more of Him. 


s Mark ix. 19. In the Sinaitic, Alexandrian, and Vatican MSS. the 
words are, “He annwereth unto them” (the disciples), not ’‘answered 
him” (the father of the child). 


b Sepp (Jerusalem und d. H. Land, vol. ii. p. 126) thinks the Sermon 
on the Mount was delivered somewhere in the Decapolis or Perea. 
Bunsen decides for Karon Hattin ( Bibelwerk , voL ix. p. 313), while De 
"Wette, Meyer, Robinson, Fritzsche, Keim, and others think the particu¬ 
lar hill impossible to identify. 


1 Hofmann gives examples of alphabetical prayers, each petition begin¬ 
ning with the letter after that with which the preceding one commenced 1 
Leben Jesu, etc., p. 275. 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 

* Luke (vi. 20-49) gives a shorter report of the Sermon on the Mount. 
I shall notice any variations of importance. The best MSS. show that 
verses 3 and 4 of St. Matthew, chapter v., should be transposed.— Her¬ 
zog, vol. ii. p. 183. 

b It must not be thought that there was no true religion in the world 
before Jesus, or in the economy He came to supersede. The Law aud 
the Prophets had spoken with no doubtful voice respecting the true con¬ 
ditions of acceptance with God. Even the uncanonicol literature of the 
Jews was often healthy and spiritual in its tone. “ If ye subdue your 
own understanding, and reform your hearts,' 1 said the Fourth Book of 
Esdras (xiv. 34), 44 ye shall be kept alive, and after death ye shall find 
mercy.” “ The angels know,” says the Book of Enoch,* “ what will 
happen to the spirits of the bumble and of those who mortify their 


Dillmann'a Buck Hmoch, last chapter. 
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flesh and receive the reward from God, and of those who were evilly 
used by the wicked; who loved God, not gold or silver, or any of the 
things of this life, but gave up their body to suffer; aud who, through 
life, did not crave after earthly food, but looked on themselves as a pass¬ 
ing breath, and lived accordingly, and were often proved by the Lord, 
but their spirits were found pure, to praise His name. He lias, therefore, 
given them the reward for this, because they were found to love the 
eternal heaven more than life, and praised me even when they were 
trodden down by evil men, and had to listen to their revilings and blas- 
phemings.” The resemblance aud the contrast between this and the 

teaching of Jesus are both significant. 

It is curious to note the abuses which have sprung from words appar¬ 
ently so clear as those of the Beatitudes. The Synod of Cordova (a d. 
850-859) had to pass stern laws against the custom prevalent among the 
monks, of deliberately infuriating the Mahommedaus of Spain to obtain 
martyrdom at their hands. — Herzog, vol. xix. p. 351. 

Lightfoot quotes from the Rabbis a striking passage illustrative of the 
corrupt and corrupting ideas of purity too prevalent among the Phari¬ 
sees. “ Come and see,” says R. Simeon Ben Eleazar, “ how far the 
purity of Israel extends itself; when it is not only appointed that a 
clean man eat not with an unclean woman, but that a Pharisee who has 
a shameful disease eat not with a common person who has it.”— Hor. 
Heb ., vol. ii. p. 99. 


c “ Sixty-five houses in Lady Stanhope’s village were rented and filled 
with salt. These houses have merely earthen floors, and the salt next 
the ground in a few years was entirely spoiled. I saw large quantities of 
it literally thrown into the street, to be trodden under foot of men and 
beasts .”—Land and Book, p. 381. 

The salt of this country, when in contact with the ground, becomes 

From the mode in which it is collected, much earth 


Land and Book, 


insipid and useless. 

and other impurities are necessarily collected with it. 
p. 382. 

Haundrell relates that he visited the salt district near Aleppo and 
broke off a piece of rock-salt which had quite lost its savour, though 
further in the salt was quite strong. The earth, etc., with which the salt 
was mixed, had caused the outer layer to effloresce and become tasteless. 

Josephus records that the salt in Herod’s magazines having once 
become spoiled, he strewed the forecourts of the Temple with it, “ that 
it might be trodden under foot of the people.” 

Pressel gives much curious information on the subject.— Herzog, vol. 

xiii. p. 345. 


d u Jot or tittle .” The jot, or Greek Iota, is the Hebrew letter Tod 
('), the smallest in the Hebrew alphabet. The tittle is the Kepaia (keraia) 
—lit. a horn—the least part of any letter or the ornaments added by the 
Scribes to some of them. Seven letters were thus decorated, V J t J 13 ]} K\ 
Three small points were added at the head, or heads of each letter, and 
oue of these points was the “ tittle.” 

Many passages occur in the Talmud illustrative of the superstitious 
reverence, among the Rabbis, for even the jots and tittles of the Law. 
Thus : Once on a time, the Book of Deuteronomy came before God, and, 
falling prostrate before Him, said, “ O Lord of the universe 1 in me hast 
Thou written Thy Law. But if a law be altered in any part it is altered 
in all. Behold, Solomon is attempting tc root out Yod.” (When he 
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took many wives he was said to have at the same time taken lie Yod, 
which marks the plural, from tho verse Deut. xvii. 17, “He shall not 

multiply wives—na9 him—to himself.”) God, ever blessed, an¬ 
swered, “ Solomon and a thousand like him shall perish, but not a tittle ” 
(the fragment of one of the ornaments of the letters) “Rhali perish.” 

In the same way, God was said to have taken the Yod which was 
dropped from the name Sarai when it was changed into Sarah, and put it 
in the name of Joshua. It had been at the end of the woman’s name, 
but was honoured by being put in front of the man's, when Moses 

ohanged the name of Hosheato Jehoshua, or Joshua—changed into 

• _ 

EPin* Nam.xiii. 8. Ex. xvii. 9. Thus, God, ratln-r than let even the 

% ! 

smallest letter of one of the words of the Law be lost, added it to another 
word. See Gfrorer’s Jahrhundert, vol. i. p. 235; Meyer’s Matthaus, p. 
147 ; Kitto’s Cyclo., vol. ii. p. 603 ; Lightfoot’e Hora Heb., vol. ii. pp. 
101, 102; Elsey’s Annotations, vol. i.p. 95. 

So exact, indeed, were the Rabbis, that to change the letter n (Cheth) 
into H (He) was declared to be “ to destroy the world ; ” and the same 
undefined ruin is said to be involved in the change of D (Cupli) into 3 
(Beth) or of 1 (Daleth) into 1 (Hcsh). 

Incidentally, the words of Christ show that the present square-shaped 
letters were in use in his day.— biUrnaiin, in Herzog, vol. ii. p. 145 

The Book of Jubih es (c. 6) tells us that all the Rabbinical laws are 
copied from the books of heaven, and are from eternity. The whole 
world, says the Talmud, is not as much worth as one word of the Law.— 
Scpp, vol. iv. p. 115. 

• “ The Law ” included the five books of MoseB. 41 The Prophets ” 
were divided into a “ first” and “ last ” section, which, however, were 
joined as a whole. The first part included Joshua, the Judges, Samuel, 
and Kings; the second part, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Isaiah, and tho minor 
prophets. It was a striking illustration of the inferior value set on 
“The Prophets” that they were never read entirely; only selected 
lessons were used.— Dibel Lex., Art. Bibel, by Reuse. 

* On each Monday and Thursday three sections of the Law were read 
in the synagogue ; on each feast or fast day, five ; on Sabbath morning, 
seven ; on Sabbath afternoon, three; while in the week only one seotion 
of the Prophets waB read.— Pressel. 

e The local courts conld put to death by the sword; the Sanhedrim 
could put to death by stoning also, but only with permission of the 
Roman authorities.— Schiirer, pp. 403, 404 ; they, vol. i. p. 102. 

h For the meaning of Raca, see Tholuck's Dergpredigt, p. 175. 
Light foot, vol. ii. p. 113. 

One of the middle-age Rabbinical books—“Sohar ”—has adopted the 
words of Jesus. It says, “ He who calls his neighbour llaca shall be 
thrust into hell.”— Heim, vol. ii. p. 250. 

Gehenna is the word here translated “ hell-fire.” It was originally G5 
bene Hinnom, the Valley of the Sons of Hinnom, under the south walls 
of Jerusalem. Children wereburned alive there to Moloch till the days of 
King Josiah, 2 Kings xxiii. 10. The howlings of the infants and the foul 
idolatry made it the symbol of hell, and this was strengthened by its 
being afterwards used as the place where the refuse of the Temple saci> 
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fices was burned up continually in a fire that was never quenched.— 
Schihrr, p. 596 ; Lightfoot , vol. ii. p. 109 ; Furrer , p. 58; Herzog, vol. 
iv. p. 710 ; Godwyn, p. 143 ; Das Buch Henoch, 329. 151. 

» Raca often occurs in the Talmud. It is equivalent to a worthless 
person, in a light and frivolous sense.— Buxtorf, p. 2254. “ It is a word 

used by one that despises auother with the utmost scorn.”— Lightfoot, 
vol. ii. p. 109. 

The Rabbis had many refinements respecting homicide. Thus, “ He 
is a manslayer, whosoever shall strike his neighbour with a stone or 
iron, or thrust him into the water or fire, whence he cannot come out, so 
that he die. He is guilty. But if he thrust another into the water or 
fire, whence he might come out, if he die, he is guiltless.”— Sanhed., 
ix. 1 ; Hor<e Heb.,\ ol. ii. p. 110. Again, “ Whosoever shall slay his neigh¬ 
bour with his own hand, behold, such a one is to be put to death by the 
Sanhedrim. But he that hires another by a reward, to kill his neigh¬ 
bour, or who sends his servants and they kill him, or he that thrusts him 
violently upon a lion or some other beast, and he kill him, is a shedder 
of blood, and is liable to death by the hand of God, but he is not to be 
punished with death by the Sanhedrim.”— Babylonian Gemara, in Hot. 
Heb., vol. iii. p. 111. 

“ Fool” (fujpos) mdros—is an expression of contempt for one as wicked 
and lost. It was equivalent to imprecating damnation on one.— Hot. 
Heb., vol. ii. p. 112. Buxtorf (p. 744) quotes from the Talmud that he 
who calls his brother a slave is to be excommunicated ; he who calls him 
“ a bastard” is to be beaten with forty stripes, and he who calls him “ a 
wicked person” is to be stripped of all he has.—Also Hot. Heb., vol. ii. 

p 112. 

k “ Gift” is the word Corban, Mark vii. 11; Matt, xxvii. 6. No inter¬ 
ruption of an offering was permitted, especially before the libation after 
the sacrifice.— Sch'6/tgen, p. 35. Passages somewhat similar to our 
Lord’s are found in the Talmud. Thus, ” He that offers an oblation, 
not restoring what he has unjustly taken away, does not do that which 
is his duty. The day of expiation atones for what a man has committed 
against God, but not for what he has done against his neighbour, until 
he Las been reconciled with him.”— Hor. Heb., vol. ii. p. 113 ; Schott., 
p. 63. But such expressions are rare and had little weight, because with 
the Rxbbis the formal offering covered everything, apart from the state 
of heart. Indeed, there is no real parallel to the words of Jesus, for the 
very idea of an interruption in a sacrifice was a horror to the Jew.— 
Keim , vol. ii. p. 251. Lightfoot notices, moreover, that the reference is 
almost always to pecuniary matters. The idea of reconciliation from a 
charitable and brotherly heart, or from any other feeling than a formal 
self-justification before God, is not thought of. 

Jesus lays stress on the reconciliation from an humble, loving, penitent 
heart, being made for any offence whatever. Tt, “ any whatever.” 

1 The Babbis have somewhat similar expressions, but they are too 
gross to be copied. To look upon a woman’s heel, or her little finger, 
was denounced as not less guilty than open impurity. But there is the 
immense difference between Jesus and these purista, that while they 
condemn what is perfectly innocent, attaching guilt even to letting the 
eyes meet the form of a woman, our Saviour only condemns the looking 
with evil thoughts. The Rabbis walked with their faces to the earth, 
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lest they should see a woman. Christ speaks with her of Samaria, and 
has women minister to Him throughout His whole public life. How 
utterly impure the affected purity which Deeds to be blind not to offend, 
and makes nothing of the eye of the mind, if only the outward sight be 
clean 1 An extract may be of use. “ Rabbi Gedal and R. Johanan were 
wont to sit where the women bathed naked, and, when 6 poken to, It. 
Johanan repliod, ‘ I am the seed of Joseph, over whom evil passions 
have no power.’’’— Hor. Heb., vol. ii. p. 118; Buxtorf , p. 1475; also, 

p. 113. 

m Deut. xxiv. 1 . See Hor. Heb., vol. ii. p. 122 ; Keim, vol. ii. p. 253. 

D Jesus does not prohibit an oath under all circumstances, for He 
Himself did not shrink from the most solemn public oath (Matt. xxvi. 
63). The oaths He condemns are the light and thoughtless words of 
the streets and the markets, or of ordinary life. The early Waldenses, 
like the Friends of this day, would take no oaths, resting their objection 
on the words of Jesus in this place.— Herzog, vol. xviii. p. 508. 

To swear by heaven as equivalent to swearing by God, whose uame 
they dared not use, was very common.— Buxtorf, p. 2441. 

° It was the 6 ame in ancient Rome. For personal injury or damage 
to property, the iujured person could, in lighter cases, demand au in¬ 
definite compensation ; if, however, a member of the body were lost, the 
maimed person could demand an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth, 
— Mommsen's Rom., vol. i. p. 153. 

p The zuz, in the Talmud, is the sixth part of a denarius, which was 
nominally equal to 7Jd. of our money, but, from the different value of 
money then, may have been worth, in purchasing power, forty pence of 
our coin. 

One hundred zuzees would thus be nominally worth nearly £3 ; but, 
really, equivalent to nearly six times as much, in our day. --Hor. Heb., 
vol. ii. p. 117 ; Tischendvrf, p. xlvi. 

<i Buxtorf quotes a Rabbinical proverb. “ If your comrade cal) you 
an ass, put an ass’s saddle on you ; ” bear slander or wrongs, lest by 
more strife there come more trouble. But this is very far from the 
meekness prompted by love that seeks to win the evil-doer to repentance 
for his own soke. 


r “ Coat,” (chiton>, generally understood of the tunic, or inner 

garment, worn next the skin, mostly with sleeves, and reaching usually 
to the knees, rarely to the ankles.— Diet, of Ant., “ Tunica.” Cloak, 
i/idnor (himation), generally understood of the outer garment, the mantle 

Dr. 


as different from the xtrw* and worn over it. 

thinks the coat was the sultah, an 


or pallium, and 

Thomson (Land ond Bool;, p. 118) 
outer jacket, now worn in Palestine. 

Lightfoot, however, says that the chiton was the tallith, quoting the 
Talmud in proof. In thiB upper garment, or cloak, were woven the 
sacred fringes which were to put the wearer in mind of the Law. It was 
thus a dishonour as well as loss to take this. 

“Press thee.” The word is ayyapevu (nngareuo). It is a Persian 
word derived from the letter furnished by authority, which empowers 
the holder to press into his service persons, conveyances, and beasts for 


a journey, etc. 
Buxtorf , p. 132. 


The word is translated “ compel ” in Mark xv. 21. See 
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Chardin, in his travels, gives a different etymology of the "word. He 
eays it comes from hangar , “ a dagger ” worn by Persian couriers as a 
mark of authority.—Vol. ii. p. 242. 

Where bodily hurt was done, the Rabbis had established five different 
fines. For maiming, if the person were maimed-, for pain, for the cure, 
for the reproach brought on the sufferer by the indignity, and for the 
time lost during convalescence.— Hor. Heb., vol. ii. p. 132. 


CHAPTER XXXVII. 

* Baur has a splendid essay on the preparation of the world, Jewish 
and heathen, for Christ, in the beginning of his Gcschichte d. Christ - 
lichen Kirchc. 

b Some have been disposed to ascribe the special teaching of Jesus to 
the lessons of the Rabbis; but if the proofs I have already given be not 
enough, let me quo(e the words of a man of genius than whom no one 
was more entitled to speak, by his very antagonism to much that is 
accepted by the Christian world at large—Dr. Ferdinand Christian Baur. 
“ If one considers the development of Christianity,” says he, “its whole 
historical significance hangs only on the character of its founder. How 
soon would all that Christianity has taught of true and impressive, have 
been relegated to tbe roll of long-forgotten sayings of the noble friends 
of man, and the thoughtful minds of antiquity, if its doctrines had not 
become words of eternal life in the mouth of its founder? ” — Gcschichte, 
p. 3G. Hermann Weiss (Siindlosigkiit. -lent, Herzog, vol. xxi. p. 205) well 
says, that “ the attempt to invalidate the Divine originality and jjerfec- 
tion of Christ and of Christianity, by quoting Jewish or Heathen moral 
utterances as already containing the essence of the doctrine of Jesus, 
has now fairly died out.” It would be strange, indeed, if in the in¬ 
terminable dust-heaps of the Talmud, of which the Babylonian alone, 
including the Rabbinical commentaries on it, fill twenty-four volumes 
folio (Vienna, 1682), did not contain some stray pearls. Among the 
many Rabbis of successive centuries, whose sayings are reported in it, 
or whose expositions are appended to it, there was here and there a man 
of genius, or of pure and lofty aspirations who has left traces of his finer 
or more religious nature in sayings well worthy preservation. Such is 
the sentence, “ Number thyself among the oppressed ; not among the 
oppressors: hear reproach and answer not again : do all from love to 
God, and rejoice in tribulation.”— Shabbath, lxxxviii. 6. Hess, Rom 
it. Jerus., p. 137. This also is fine—“ The Thora (Law) has grown to 
be a wide sea, but it will some day shrink into this one command— 
“ Walk before God and be h’oly.”— Herzog, vol. ii. p. 487. But glimpses 
of profound metaphysics, stray parables of real beauty, and occasional 
sentiments of true spiritual breadth and elevation, are only the rare 
grains of wheat in mountains of chaff. There has been of late a ten¬ 
dency to exalt the Talmud at the expense of the New Testament; but let 
any one take up a translation of any part of it, or even turn to tbe 
illustrations of different laws I have drawn from it (chap, xvii.), and the 
exaggeration of Buch an estimate will at once be seen. The Talmud is 
divided into six great sections, and of these, the first—The Seder Seraim 
(Laws of seeds)—take up one folio ; the second, The Laws of the Feasts, 
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three (olios; The Laws of Women, two folios, The Laws of Inquiries, 
throe folios; The Laws of Consecrations (treating of sacrifices), two 
folios ; aud the Seder Taharoth, or Purifications, one folio. Eaoh Seder 
is divided into a greater or less number of Massichthoth or treatisia; 
these again into Perakim or chapters, and every chapter into more or 
fewer Mischnaioth or “ Teachings ”—the so-called “ Traditions of the 
Elders” mentioned in the New Testament. In all, there are seventy 
treatises, in 525 chapters and 4,187 sections, or “ Traditions of the 
Elders.” The contents of one treatise may be given as a sample of the 
whole. Let it be the fourth of the Seder Taharoth. It treats of the 
“ water of sprinkling,” aud is called ** The Cow.” The water was made 
of the ashes of a red cow and flowing water, and was used for the purifi¬ 
cation of men and things that had been defiled by the proseuce of a dead 
body. The contents are divided into twelve chapters. Of these, the 1st, 
which is divided into four “ Teachings ” or sections, treats of the age of 
the red cow, of that of the young cow, in Deut. xxi., and of that of other 
auimals for sacrifice. The 2nd, in four sections. How to decide if they 
are fit or unfit. The 3rd, in eleven sections. Of the separation of the 
priest who is to kill the red cow ; of the leading it outside the camp (or 
city), the slaughtering, and the burning it, and of the gathering up of 
its ashes. The 4th, in four sections. Possible ways in which victims 
may be made unfit. The 5th, in nine sections. Of the vcs>els to be 
used for the water of sprinkling. The 6th, in five sectioua. Of the 
cases in which the ashes or the water mixed with them are unfit. Tho 
7th, in twelve sections. How the act (of preparing the water of sprink¬ 
ling) mQ6t not be interrupted. The 8th, in eleven sections. Of the keep¬ 
ing of the water of sprinkling; of sea-water and other kinds of water 
in relation to the water of sprinkling. The 9th, in nine sections. Con¬ 
tinuation of the same. The 10th, in six sections. How clean men and 
vessels may become unclean (iu connection with the sprinkling). The 
11th, in nine sections. Of the hyssop tj be used in spriukliug. The 
12tb, in eleven sections. Of the persons who may be sprinkled.— Pressel , 
Thailand , Herzog, vol. xv. p. 637. 

Dr. Lightfoot’s opinion of the Talmud, was that of a man fitted 
beyond most by a life-loug study of it, and by his candour aud integrity. 
He thus expresses it: “ The almost unconquerable difficulty of the style, 
the frightful roughness of the language, aud the amazing emptiness and 
sophistry of the matters handled, do torture, vex, and tire beyond 
measure, him who reads these volumes. They everywhere abound in 
trifles in that manner, as though they had no mind to be read; with 
obscurities and difficulties as though they had no mind to be understood; 
so that the reader has need of patienoe all along, to enable him to bear 
bothj, rifling in sense and roughucss in expression.”— Ded. of Hor. Heb. 
on Matthew. 

I 

0 Aurelius and Trajan were Spaniards, and Hadrian wns of Spanish 
descent. Severus was an African. Seneca and Martial were Spaniards. 

d Authorities on this whole subject— Hausrath, vol. i. pp. 353-357. 
Meyer’s Matthaus, p. 158. Hess., liom. % p. 137. Keim , vol. ii. pp. Cl, 
97, 257. liibel Lex., vol. iv. p. 168 ; vol. v. p. 32. Herzog , vol. xxi. pp. 
206, 652. Derenbovrg, pp. 220, 138. Keim’s Christus, p. 89. HilH und 
Jesus, p. 29. Keee Homo , chap. xii. Elsey, vol. i. p. 115, etc., eto. 

* See note b in this chapter. 
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Illustrations of the best sentences of the Talmud may be found in 
Hershom’s Treasures of the Talmud, Bishop Barclay’s The lalmud, 
Rabbinismus by Pressel, Herzog, vol. xii p. 487, etc. 

f The word used in the Hebrew version of Matthew was, doubtless, 
njTlV—Tsedakah, “righteousness.” 

s So in the Vatican and Sinaitic MSS. 

h The names of large givers to the poor were called out in the syna- 
gogues.— Sepp, vol. ii. p. 350. 

i The corruption of the day had forgotten the merit attached to secrecy 
even by the Rabbis. Godly Jews were not wantiug who dropped their 
alms into the famed “ treasury of the silent ” in the Temple, and a Rabbi 
had taught that “ He that doeth his alms in secret is greater than Moses 
himself.”— Hor. Heb., vol. ii. p. 141. R. Jannteus, seeing some one give 
alms publicly, said to him, “ It would have been better for you if you 
had not given them.”— Ruxtorf, p. 1891. Another proverb was—“ Char¬ 
ity is the salt of riches.” 

k Lightfoot gives illustrations of the “babbling” of Roman prayers. 
Thus—Antoninus the pious, the gods keep thee. Antoninus the merciful, 
the gods keep thee. Antoninus the merciful, the gods keep thee, and so 
on. 

It will be remembered that the priests of Baal “ called on the name of 
Baal from morning to noon, saying, 0 Baal hear us ! ” Some phrases 
are repeated thirty times in Maliommedan prayers.— Land and, Book , 
p. 26. 1 Kings xviii. 26. “ La illalu illah allah, was repeated over and 

over.”— Sepp, vol. ii. p. 328. The Ephesians (Acts xix. 34) repeated 
‘‘Great is Diana,” for two hours. The repetition condemned was 
“ deorum aures contundere,” to stun the ears of the gods , as if they could 
not or would not hear, “ nisi idem dictum sit centies,” unless the same 
thing were repeated a hundred times. The Hindoos repeat the name of 
Ram, over and over thousands of times. In Rome, no priest or magis¬ 
trate could pray for the people except in the very words of prescribed 
forms. Some one always stood by to watch that no word was omitted or 
added, and that there was no interruption, that the prayer might not 
lose its effect. Among the Jews, the exact time for each prayer was 
rigidly fixed.— Schiirei, p. 505. Sepp, vol. ii. p. 328. 

1 It is always pleasant to note parallels between the words of Jesus 
and those of the Rabbis, though it is impossible to say how far tho 
latter are original There was no written collection of Rabbinical litera¬ 
ture for at least 500 years after Christ. Indeed, it was thought a 
religious offence to commit any examples to writing. Moreover, the 
earliest attempt to gather any body of tradition together, to be committed 
to memory, dates only from the time of Jehudah the Holy, who died 
about a.d. 220. Jost , vol. ii. p. 120. It is therefore impossible to tell 
how much in the Rabbis that harmonizes more or less with the sayings 
of Jesus may not have been borrowed from Christian sources. Yet, with 
the Law and the Prophets, why should not gracious souls, here and 
there, have expressed themselves graciously? Gfrorer, who took special 
pains to search for the Lord’s Prayer in the Talmud, found that it could not 
be traced in any measure to older Jewish sources. Parallels to detached 
phrases may be discovered, but one need only look at the illustrations 
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in Lightfoot, to see how entirely independent oar Lord's utterance was 
of an> thing afloat in the minds of the nation. 

The following are the closest analogies in Rabbinical expressions to 
those of the Lord’s Prayer: “ The necessities of Thy people Israel arc 
many ; may it be Thy holy pleasure to give each what is needed for hia 
support.”— Bah. fierach, f. *29. 2. 

“ For Thy name’s sake, 0 Lord, pardon my sin. Forgive all my sin.’ 1 
Targ. Ps. xxv. 11. 

The day of expiation does not bring forgiveness unless thou maki'6t 
peace with thy neighbour.— Jama , f. 85. 2. 

llabbi Judah was wont to pray, “ May it be Thy holy pleasure to deliver 
us from the fro ward and from frowArdness, from the evil man, from the 
evil companion, from the evil neighbour, from Satan the destroyer, from 
the hard judge aud from the hard adversary.”— Berach., f. 16. 2. 

“ Our Father who art in heaven, deal so with us as Thou hast 
promised by the prophets.” 

One of the synagogue prayers, of uncertain age, however, begins, 
*' May Thy great name be magnifled and sanctified in the world, and may 
He make His kingdom reign. 

*• The wants of Thy people Israel are great and their knowledge small, 
so that they know not how to disclose their necessities; let it be Thy 
good pleasure to give to every man what suflliceth for good. He who 
made the day prepares also the food that mau needs for it.”— Keim, vol. 
ii p. 278. Nork, p. 43. Lightfoot , vol. ii. p. 150. Sepp, vol. iii. p. 203. 
Dukes, p. 68. Jiid. Handwerk. Lehen , p. 22. 

m The doxology in Luke and in Matthew is wanting in the early 
Fathers and chief MSS. 

■ In 1 Chron. ii. 24; iv. 5, there is a name Ashur; presumably, as 
Buxtorf thinks, of oue who had made his face black and hAggard by 
extreme fasting (p. 234). Chronicles belong to the po6t-exile period. The 
care of the hair aud beard was a matter of great importance amongst 
the Jews. Not to dress and anoint them was the sign of the extremest 
sorrow.— Herzog , vol. xiii. p. 321; vol. xvi. p. 321. 

0 Monobazus, the friend of Izates, Prince of Adiabene on the Tigris, a 
convert, with his prince, to Judaism, about the time of the death of 
Christ, figures largely in the Talmud. After wild exaggeration of his 
wealth, the narrative goes on to any that his brothers and friends canio 
to him and said, “Thy fathers gathered treasures aud added to the 
treasures of their fathers, but thou scatterest them.” He auswered 
them, “ My fathers had their treasures beiow (that is, says the Jems. 
Talmud, in the earth); I, above (that is, in heaven); my fathers had 
their treasures where the hands (of men) may lay hold of them; I, where 
no band can do so. My fathers treasured what yield no fruit, but I 
collect what gives fruit. My fathers stored away mammon; I, treasures 
of the bouI : my fathers did it for others; I, for myself. My failure 
gathered them for the world; I, for the world to come.”— Buxtorf', p. 
1224. 

For a fine account of Izates and Monobazus and of Queen Helena, 
mother of Izates, see Renan's Apdtres, pp. 256 ff. 

The Rabbis held the very oommendable opinion, though they were 
far from always carrying it out, that to marry for money was sure lu 
bring the displeasure of God on a family.— Buxtorj, p. 148. 
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p Buxtorf, Lex. Thil .,p. 1217, JTEO (Mamon). “ Wealth, riches.” The 

Greek and Latin have “mammon.” The Talmud says well, “The salt 

of riches (mammon) is almsgiving.” 

Mammon was a Syrian idol, the God of Riches, like the Greek Plutus. 
— Vaihinger in Herzog , vol. viii. p. 775. The love-of money is thus per¬ 
sonified in the text. 

Milton sayB of Mammon :— 

“ The least erected spirit that fell 
From heaven ; for even in heaven his looks and thoughts 
"Were always downwards bent, admiring more 
The riches of heaven’s pavement, trodden gold, 

Than aught Divine or holy else enjoyed 
In vision beatific.”— Paradise Lost, i. 678. 

<i In the Talmud we find the following : “ Hast thou seen a bird or a 
beast of the wood that got its living by toil ? God feeds it with its 
labour, and yet it is made only to serve man. Does it then become man, 
who knows his higher calling—to serve God—to be the only creature 
who cares for his bodily wants? ”— Kiddusch, iv. 14. 

r Dry weeds and grass are used in Palestine as fuel.— Land and Book, 
p. 341. 

8 He who *ha9 what he needs for to-day, and says, “ What shall I eat 
to morrow?” has not faith. He who creates the day, creates the food 
for it.— Talmud, in Buxtorf, p. 2017. 

4 This was a Jewish proverb. See Buxtorf, p. 2080; Hor. Heb., vol. 
ii. p. 158. 

11 “ The masterless dogs are countless, as they have been from the 
earliest times in Eastern towns. They are hateful-looking, yellow beasts, 
with sharp muzzles. The prophet vividly describes their mode of life 
by day, as I often noticed it: ‘ They are dumb, they do not bark, they 
dream and lie about and like to sleep.’ Isa. lvi. 10. After sunset, 
however, they are active enough, and swarm through the streets, break¬ 
ing the quiet of the night with their dissonant noise. At the same time 
they act like sanitary police. Whatever is unclean, useless, or unholy 
according to Jewish (or Eastern) ideas, is thrown out on the streets. 
(The heads and offal of animals, for example.) The dogs come and eat 
all this up.”— Furrer's Paldstina, p. 31. 

Every Oriental city and village abounds with troops of hungry and 
half-savage dogs, which own allegiance to the place rather than to per¬ 
sons, and wander about tbe streets and fields, howling dismally at night, 
and devouring even the dead bodies of men when they can reach them. 
Ps. lix. 14,15. 1 Kings xxi. 19, 23, 24. Ps. xxii. 16. Phil. iii. 2. Rev. 
xxii. 15.— Tristram'8 frat. Hist, of Bible, p. 79. 

Swine and dogs were the ideal of uncleanness. Swine were eaten and 
even offered in sacrifice by the Canaanites, and though the Jews them¬ 
selves did not keep swine, they were largely kept by others for the 
heathen market. The population of Galilee, and of the districts beyond 
Jordan, were largely foreign and heathen, and created a demand for the 
flesh of swine. The herds, fed on the hills and wastes, seem often to 
have become half wild, like pigs fed in the bush in Canada. 

* An incidental allusion like this shows that bread and fish were the 



592 


NOTES. 


staples of food in Galilee. Near the lake, fish waB, in fact, the flesh used 
by the community generally. 

There is an ancient Greek proverb, "to give a scorpion for a perch," 
which may have been current in Palestine, in our Lord’s day. 

Scorpions are so common in Palestine, that every stone, however 
small, must be turned over before a tent is pitched, to guard against 
their presence. 

y Philo’s words are - d tis iraOt iv i\6alpei fii) troieiv at /top. — Eusefr. 
Prcep. Ev , viii. 7. 6. The date of Tobit, according to Ewald, is b.c. 333. 

* The characteristic of these men is an impure, but often zealot-like 
heroism of faith, which made them capable of outward miracles, but 
remained without influence on their inner spiritual life, as Paul describes, 
1 Cor. xiii. 2. Men of the same class are found at all times, especially in 
those of unusual religious excitement.— Meyer , Matthaus, in loc. See 
also De Wette, in loo. 

I have united the parallel passages in Matthew vii. 24-27, and Luko 
vi. 47-49. 


CHAPTER XXXVIII. 


• Wieseler ( Herzog , vol. xxi. p. 546) supports Purim ; so also, do 
Olshausen, Farrar, and others. Sepp, Andrews, Lightfont, and many 
more favour the Passover ; Neander and Ewald (vol. v. p. 370) the Feast 
of Tabernacles; while Vaihiuger thinks he can prove it to have been 
Pentecost.— Herzog, vol. xi. p. 483. It is useless to trouble the reader 
with the rival arguments. The article is wanting in the received text, 
so that, as it stands, the words are " a fca6t of the Jews." Had it 
been " the least,” it would have meant the Passover. — U’itier, p. 118. 
Tischendorf inserted the article in his second edition, but not in his 
seventh, and yet Davidson has adopted it in his English version of 
Tischendorf’s latest text (New Test, 1875). The Sinaitio MS. has it, 
and there are many other MSS. in its favour. 

Hofmann (Leben Jesu, p. 356) states the reasons for its rejection very 
forcibly. 


b The cisterns hewn out in the rock of the Temple hill, under the 
oourts of the Temple, held ten millions of gallons. One aloue would 
contain 2,000,000 gallons. The sacrifices entailed endless cleansings, to 
remove the blood, etc., of countless slaughtered animals .—Recovery <>J 
Jerusalem , p. 17. 

« Arnold (Herzog, vol. ii. p. 117) derives Bethesda from the Aram. 
t<Tpn H’3 (Beth Hesda)—"The house of mercy.” Ho identifies it 

apparently wrongly with the Birket Israel, at the north-east angle of the 
Temple enclosure. That pool is 360 English feet long, 130 broad, and 
75 to 80 deep. At the south-west two huge vaults have been found hewn 
130 feet down into the rock. 

Sepp gives other derivations, vol. iv. p. 38. See also Ewald, vol. v. 
p. 370. The Sinaitic MS. reads Bethzatha, which is very like Bezetba, 
“ the new town ” in which the " twin pools " stood. Indeed it is called 
Bezetba by Eusebius.—W’tner, R. H*. B. 

The altered Sinaitio and the Alexandrian read " in the sheep market, 
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r pool” In verse 3 the Sinaitie and the Vatican omit 14 great” The 
Siuuitic, Vatican, and later altered Alexandrian omit “ waiting for the 
moving of the water.” 

The Sinaitie aud Vatican omit the fourth verse entirely. In other 
versions it is marked as doubtful. It seems to have been a gloss or 
explanation written at first on the margin of some' MS., and after a time 
incorporated, by mistake, with the text. The Alexandrian Fathers re¬ 
jected it, and even so cautious a writer as Sepp regards it as spurious.— 
Vol. li. p. 38. 

d Robinson (vol. i. p. 341) himself noticed the intermittent character 
of this fountain. He was informed that it “ bubbled up at irregular 
intervals, sometimes two and three times a day, and, in summer, some¬ 
times once in two or three days.” 

Captain Wilson, R.E. ( Recovery of Jerusalem , p. 25) says, “ At intervals 
the water rises with some force, and runs through a rock-hewn passage 
to Siloarn. These intermittent flows appear to be dependent on the 
rainfall. In winter there are from three to five a day; in summer, 
two ; later on in the autumn, only one, and, after a failure of the early 
rains, but once in three or four days.” He adds, “ The taste of the 
water is decidedly unpleasant and slightly salt, arising from its having 
filtered through the mass of rubbish and tilth on which the city stands.” 

I should certainly prefer the “troubling” from the red sediment 
brought into Bethesda by heavy rains to any possible ebb and flow of its 
waters. 

e Curious legends were told of the fabulous spring of Miriam. See 
Nork, Rabbinische Quellen , p. 17*2. Hofmann’s Li'ben Jesu , p. 35fi. In 
John v. 4, iv means into , as in the English version.— Winer, p. 385. 

1 Palestine abounds in sufferers from rheumatic diseases and palsy. 
The scanty clothing worn in the heat of the day, and the sleeping by 
night on the roofs, or in the open air, with little if any extra covering, 
in the frequently cold nights, is perhaps the cause. See Krankheit, 
Herzog, vol. viii. p. 40. 

6 This explains why those who were not in immediate danger came to 
Jesus after sunset on Sabbath; that is, when the Sabbath was over.— 
Mark i 32. 

h The German Jews will not carry a walking-stick on the Sabbath. To 
walk on grass is forbidden, as it is a kind of threshing. A handkerchief 
is a burden if carried in the pocket, but not if it be tied round the waist 
as a girdle. 

1 irarepa tStov. His father in a special sense, thus marked with 
emphasis. 

k This is Tischendorf’s rendering. Ewald makes it the second Sabbath 
after the one that followed the second day of the Passover. The Sab¬ 
baths from the Passover to Pentecost were known as the first, second, 
etc., the first being counted from the second day of the feast. Light- 
foot’s explanation is the same.—Vol. ii. p. 194. 

1 A Sabbath day’s journey was 2,000 cubits, which were reckoned 
equal to six stadia. A stadium was 606 feet 6 inches x 6 = 3,639 feet = 
1,213 yards. No distance was spoken of by Moses, but it was com¬ 
manded that no one should go outside the camp to get manna. The 

VOL. II. 
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Levitical towns were to have a district of 2.000 cubits in breadth on all 
sides (Num. xxxv. 5), and there waB to be the same distance between the 
ark and the people of Israel in their march behind it. From this the 
Rabbis concluded that that was the distance between the Tabernacle 
and the edge of the camp, out of which no one was to go.— Witter. 
Sabbathweg, Bibel Lex., vol. v. p. 125. Buxtorf, vol. ii. p. 582. 

m Hor. Heb., vol. ii. p. 196. Orientals rise very early, and the morn¬ 
ing service was not over till the third hour, nine a.m. 

D The Jews could not, on the Sabbath, even lift up and eat fruit which 
had fallen from a tree.— Light/oot. 

° The punishment for Sabbath-breaking was death by stoning.—Exod. 
xxxi. 14 ; xxxv. 2. Num. xv. 32. Alishna Sanhed., vii. 8. Jesus was, 
thus, in imminent peril. 

p How closely this answer pressed the Rabbis, may be judged by the 
following extract from the Jalkut Rubeni, fol. 127, col. 2 : “ Where 
David found nothing but the shewbread, he 6aid to the priest, * Give me 
of this that I may not die of hunger; ’ for where life is in danger, the 
strictness of the Sabbath is no longer in force." 

i It had been a great subject of discussion whether the Passover lamb 
could be slain on the right day, if that day chanced to fall on a Sabbath. 
Hi)lei had carried the lawfulness of slaying it by remindiug them that 
the daily sacrifice was offered on Sabbaths, but especially by quoting in 
his support the testimony of Schemaia and Abtalion, two famous Rabbis 
of the preceding generation. That he should have been able to do so not 
only settled the matter as he argued, but raised him by acclamation to 
the rank of Nasi, or head of the Sanhedrim.— Dertnbourg, p. 178. 
“ There was no Sabbath rest in the Temple.”— Maitnontdet, in Nork, p. 
70. 

1 The Herodians were such Jews as favoured Herod Antipas, and 
thus, outwardly at least, were friends of Rome, whose rassul Antipas 
was. He had seen Judea and Samaria made a Roman procuratorship, 
and longed to get them back for himself, ns a son of Herod, of whose 
kingdom they had been part. Intrigues to gain this end led to standing 
enmity between him and the rest of the family on the out* side, and the 
procurators on the other.—Luke xxiii. 12. Disappointment at the 
results of annexation to Rome had made some look with kindlier feeling 
on the Idumean dynasty, which in its turn felt itself endangered hy the 
claims of Jesus to set up a new kingdom. The Herodians in the end 
got their wish, when Agrippa I. (a d. 37) was appointed king, and a 
Herod kingdom was thus again set up for a time. Even the Pharisaic 
or national party, indeed, came ultimately to favour this scheme, in 
their deadly hatred of Rome The alliance with the Herodians against 
Jesus was the first step in this new political path. 


CHAPTER XXXIX. 

• Mommsen (Getehiehte, vol. ii. p. 79) says, that all the miseries of 
negro slavery were a drop to the ocean, compared to those of the slaves 
of antiquity. See, also, Dbllinger, GtntHc and Jctr, etc., vol. ii. pp. 23U, 
231. Eliot’s Hittory oj Liberty, voL ii. pt. 1, pp. 185 ff. Liddell’s 
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Pome, p. 303. Aristotle, Ethics, viii. xi. 6 (Sir A. Grant’s eilitiou, vol. 
ii. p. 273), ranks a slave as a thing, not as a person, nud prescribes the 
same kind of attention. “ The instrument,” he says, “receives just so 
much care from its master as will keep it in proper condition for the 
exercise of its functions.” 

b Elders— TrpeafSvripoi. Heb. —Zekanim.- They were the same 

m 

as the “ rulers,” “ the rulers of the synagogue.” Mark v. 22 ; Luke vii. 
3 ; Acts xiii. 15. They were also called Parnasim, or shepherds, a title 
employed of Christian elders, by implication, in Acts xx. 28 ; 1 Pet. v, 2 . 
They formed the governing body of the synagogue, under the “ chief 
ruler of the synagogue” (Luke viii. 41, 49 ; xiii. 14), having the care of 
ecclesiastical order and discipline, including the infliction of civil punish¬ 
ments, such as excommunication (John ix. 22; xii. 42 ; xvi. 2). They 
also attended to the charities of the synagogue. They were apparently 
ex-ojicio members of the local Sauhedrim, which, however, included 
others also. Thus, they formed—in a nation where Church Law was 
also Civil Law—the bench of magistrates of the locality. 

By some strange slip, Dr. Farrar, in his learned and admirable Life of 
Christ , has confounded the elders of the synagogue with the “ Batlanim ,' 1 
who were a body of ten men paid by the synagogue to attend every 
service, that the legal number required for worship might be always 
present. They were apparently poor men, past work, to whom the duty 
was a pretext for giving charity.— J.cyrer in Herzog , Synagogen d. Judea, 
vol. xv. p. 313. Buxtorf, Lex., p. 291. 

c Disease was regarded as the result of direct agency of evil spirits. 
Luke xiii. 11. “A spirit of infirmity.” The same idea explains St. 
Paul s threat of delivering offenders to Satan for the destruction of the 
flesh. 1 Cor. v. 5. See Winer, R.IV.B., Art. Satan. Bibel Lex., vol. i. 
p. 414. It pervades the whole of the Gospels, as any one may see who 
examines for himself. 

d The Talmud says, “ Whosoever sees a dead corpse and does not 
accompany it to its burial, is guilty of that which is said, ‘He that 
mocketh the poor, reproacheth his neighbour ’—for no man is so poor as 
the dead.”— Bab. Berach., fol. 6 . 1. 

« Burial followed almost immediately after death. Mill ( Nablus , p. 150) 
says, that a woman who died at eleven in the forenoon, was buried at 
three in the afternoon. Even in England, the fear of pollution by having 
a corpse in a house on the Jewish Sabbath, often causes Jews who have 
died at six on Friday evening, to be i uried about half-past seven of the 
same day. One witness before the London United Synagogue Council, 
deposed (1870) that he had seen “ corpses ” move their hands and feet, 
and that he had seen bodies buried while still warm .—Daily Telegraph 
Report, April, 1876. 

f Keim thinks six months. Ewald (vol. v. p. 428) over a year. 

b The Babbis understood such passages of Isaiah to refer to the times 
of the Messiah, and hence John would at once perceive the force of 
Christ’s quotation and symbolical acts. The Pesichta Rabbathi, p. 29 c., 
and Jalkut Schimeoni, i. p. 78 c. say, that “When the Messiah comes, 
1 The eyes of the blind will be opened, and the ears of the deaf un¬ 
stopped.’ (Isa. xxxv. 5, 6.) This, indeed, happeued of old, for it is 
written in Exodus xix. 8: ‘ And all the people answered and said,’ etc., 
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therefore there were no deaf or dumb among them. Again, Exodus xx. 
18 : • And nil the people saw the lightning.’ Hence there were no blind. 
So, al6o, Exodus xix. 17: * Moses led the people out of the camp,’ etc. 
This shows there was no lame person in Israel! Under the Messiah, the 
tongues of the dumb will sing (Isa. xxxv. 6). This also hapiKned of old, 
Exodus xix. 8 : * And all the people answered.’ ” Jonathan, the student 
of Gamaliel, gives the passages of Isaiah a spiritual rendering. “ Then 
will the eyes of the House of Israel, which had been blind to the Law, be 
opened, and their ears, which had been deaf to the words of the prophets, 
will hear.” Elias had not died, and it was therefore expected that he 
Would come to call Israel to repentance—for he wa6 the greatest preacher 
of repentance under the Old Economy—and that he would then die, as 
all men must. The belief in his appearance was as wide-spread as that 
of the Messiah. Jesu6 pointed to John as the Elias to come; but a 
spiritual appearance like John's did not satisfy them, and hence, believing 
that the great prophet had not come, they concluded, and still believe, 
that the Messiah, also, is yet future. See Laugen, Judenthum, p. 491. 

h “The reed of Egypt and Palestine is the Arundo donax , a very tall 
cane, growing twelve feet high, with a magnificent panicle of blossom at 
the top, and so slender and yielding that it will lie perfectly fiat under a 
gust of wind, and immediately resume its upright position. It grows in 
great cane brakes in many parts of Palestine, especially on the west side 
of the Dead Sea, where, nourished by the warm springs, it lines the shore 
for several miles with an impenetrable fringe—the lair of wild boars and 
leopards—to the exclusion of all other vegetation. There, it attains a 
gigantic size. On the banks of the Jordan it occurs in great patches, 
but is not so lofty.”— Tristram, Nat. Hist, of Bible, p. 437. 

1 3 Si fittcpc/rtpot. The comparative. It never stands for the super¬ 
lative, as it is made to do in the English version. See H itter, p. 21G. 

k The reappearance of Elijah before the Messiah was a settled article 
of Rabbinical faith. Thus, in the Mishna, we read, “R. Josua said, 
I have received the tradition from R. Jochanan Ben Zakkai, and he 
received it from his teacher in unbroken and direot transmission, as a 
tradition which Moses received at Sinai, that Elias will come, etc.”— 
Edtjoth , viii. 7, quoted by SchiBer, p. 680. 


CHAPTER XL. 

• It has been thought that this “ feast ” was the same as the one 
mentioned in Matt. xxvi. 6, in the house of Simon the Leper. Tho 
name was, however, a very common one, for Josephus mentions about 
twenty Simons, and there are nine mentioned in the New Testament.— 
Trench on the Parables, p. 289. It was the same with Jude, for there are 
vine of that name in the New Testament.— Robinson's Lex. The me:e 
similarity of name, therefore, amounts to no more than the occurrence 
of Smith or Brown with us, on different occasions. 

b In the room where we were received (at dinner), besides the divan 
on which we sat, there were seats all rouud the walls. Many came in 
and took their place on these side scats, uninvited and unchallenged. 
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They spoke to those at table oil business or the news of the day, and our 
host spoke freely to them .—Narrative of a Mission to the Jews, vol. i. p. 9*2. 

c It was not unusual to pay this mark of profound respect to Rabbis. 
— fFetstein, in loc. 

d Nicodemus, Joseph of Arimathea, he on whose ass Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem, the host at whose house Christ celebrated the Passover, the 
friendly Samaritans, and many others, are examples. 

6 See page 191. <pv\aKT-fjpiov, “ a protection, an amulet.” Heb. Tota- 
photh, “ bands, fillets later Heb. Tephillin, from the verb “ to pray.” 
— Buxt. Lex., p. 1743. On the whole subject of the private life of Jesus 
with His disciples, see Keim, vol. ii. pp. 230-286, to whom I am largely 
indebted. 


f The words, “ and of an honeycomb,” are wanting in the Alexandrian, 
Vatican, and Sinaitic MSS.; but they are supported by witnesses like 
Justin and Atheuagoras, who are older than our oldest MSS. In the 
Talmud the Galikeans are represented as poor; sparing of their wine and 
milk, mixing their eye-paint with water, and thinking even a wick-end 
worth saving .—Raschi on Sabbath, 78a and 47a. 


« Delitzsch evidently takes the “ seven devils ” as a Hebraism for 
special sinfulness. Evil desires were often figuratively spoken of as 
demons. Many cases occur in the Talmud. See Nork, p. 135. Light- 
foot, vol. iii. p. 87. Sepp, vol. iii. p. 244. But this is common to all 
languages, for we speak of the “ demon of drink,” etc., etc. ; and yet it 
is contrary to the whole teuor of the New Testament to understand the 
“ seven devils ” as a mere figure of speech. Heller, in Herzog s Eacy., 
Art. Maria Magdalena, supports Delitzsch’s opinion, but Dr. Herzog 
himself, in a note, questions its correctness. Sepp, as might be expected, 
agrees with Heller; but the great body of scholars reject the idea of 
Mary having been a “ Magdalene.” The Talmud derives her special 

-a plaiting or curling of the hair usual with 
speaks of Mary Magdalene, “ the plaiter of 


name from “ Migdala ”— 
abandoned women, and 
women’s and of young men’s hair,” as a married woman who had com¬ 
mitted adultery. But there is every reason to believe that this was only 
done to depreciate her as one of the women who waited on our Lord, 
against whom no slander is too gross to be retailed by the Rabbis. 


h This is one of the best attested sayings of Jesus, not in the New 
Testament.— Anger's Synopsis, pp. 204, 274, xxxi. See, also, Westcott’s 
Intro., pp. 4, 25. 


1 Some of the forms of expression used by Jesus are peculiar to Him, 
and are not found in the whole range of Jewish literature. Thus, 
“ Amen, amena, lecbon.” “ Amen, ameu, I say to you,” is His alone so 
completely that the Apocalypse cau speak of Him as “The Amen, the 
faithful and true witness” (iii. 14). “ He who has ears to hear, let him 

hear,” is also His alone. Many sayings of Jesus have no doubt found 
their way into the Talmud, as those of some one else. 

Like the Rabbis, Jesus made His disciples sit round Him (Mark iii. 34) 
when teaching, so that each might see His face and hear His words.— 
Maimonides, in Nork, p. cxciii. The phrase, “ I say unto you,” was a form 
in vogue with the Rabbis. So, also, “ It has been said.” But while the 
Rabbis always sought to give weight to what they said by introducing it 
as the saying of some earlier Rabbi whom they reverently named, Jesus 
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rests on the direct authority of God alone. “ I have spoken to you (not 
in the name of any Rabbi), but in the name of my Father.”— John v. 43. 


CHAPTER XLI. 

* The descent of the Messiah from David was a prominent feature in 
the National Ideal. It was based on passages like Isa. xi. 1, 10. Jer. 
xxiii. 6 ; xxx. 9 ; xxxiii. 15, 17, 22. Ezek. xxxiv. 23 ; xxxvii. 24. Hosca 
iii. 5. Amos ix. 11. Micab v. 2. Zcch. xii. 7, 8; and was universally 
acknowledged. Thus, in the Psalms of Solomon, xvii. 5,23: “Thou, 
O Lord, hast chosen David to be king over Israel,” cto. “ Behold, Lord, 
and raise up to them (Israel) their king, the Son of David, at the time 
which Thou, O God, knowest, to reign over thy child Israel,” etc. 
4 Esdras xii. 32 (Greek): “ This is the Christ who will rise from tho seed 
of David,” etc. The Targum of Jonathan also uses the same language 
frequently. “ The Son of David” is, therefore, a very common title for 
the Messiah. It even occurs in the “ daily prayers ”—the Schmone 
Esra. To this day. all Jews in their daily service, public or private, 
Bpeak of the Messiah they expect as “ The Son ” or “ The Branch” of 
David, and in the Talmud wo read of the Messiah—that “ the Son of 
David will not come till wickedness has spread over the wbnlo earth.” 

b Eesbeel is changed into Beqa by some kabbalistic art of the Babbis. 

0 The formula used to drive out the evil spirit which caused epilepsy 
was—“Thou who art nidden—hidden, thou who art, cursed, crushed, 
and anathematized be the devil, the sou of dung, the son of impurity, 
the son of tilth, like Schamgas, Marigas, and Istemaa.”— Shabb. Babb., 
p. 67a. 

The Talmud contains copious details respecting magical formula), etc., 
etc. 

d Beelzebub seems to mean, The Fly God, like Zeus Apomyios of the 
Greeks, and Myiagrus of the Boman Mythology.— (ietrtrii Thesauru*. p. 
226. Beclzebul, which is the reading in some MSS., is thought by Hil- 
genfeld to mean the “ Lord of the (heavenly, or infernal) habitation ” 

(The palace royal of the devils). See (Zebul), iu Gesenii The*aunu, 
p. 803. 

• These words of Christ seem to have been a common proverb of the 
day. The Talmud has them almost exactly. *■ Every house divided 
against itself will, in the end, be destroyed and made desolate.”— 
liuxtorf , p. 819. 

f Tho phrases, This world, and The world to come, were the current 
ones of the day for tho present and future developments of the kingdom 
of the Messiah. The expectation of a renewing of the heavens and the 
earth was based on Isaiah lxv. 17 : lxvL 22, and a distinction was made, 
in cousequence, between the present and the futnre world. In the 
Talmud the phrase is very frequent. This world aud the coming world, 

njn D^iun, Ha Olam hazeh ; tqn D^un, Ha Olam haba. 

It is very frequent also in the New Testament.—Matt. xii. 32. Mark 
r. 30. Luke xviii. 30. 

It was a question, however, whether the new world would begiu at the 
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opening of the Messianic kingdom, or at its close. In the Book of Enoch 
xlv. 1-4, we find the former idea ; in the 4th Book of Esdras vii. 30, 31, 
we find the latter. The world to come was more and more understood, 
however, as the period beginning wi h the last judgment, at the close of 
the kingdom of the Messiah.— Lightfoot, vol. ii. p 207. Schiirer, p. 593. 
Herzog , vol. ix. p. 434. Gfr'drer, vol. ii. p. 213. In the mouth of Christ 
it is equivalent to the eternal world. 

« Jesus was only one day and two nights dead, but the Jews were 
accustomed in their common speech to call parts of a day as a whole 
day, and Jesus was de.ad part of the first and part of the third day.— 
Meyer, in Loe. “ It is a common expression among the Greeks to say, 

‘ Such a thing happened three days ago,’ when they mean that only a day 
intervened. They include the two extreme days as if they had been 
complete.”— Narrative of a Mission to the Jews , pp. 341, 342. 

The phrase “ the heart of the earth ” does not, mean “ the grave,” but 
Hades, the “death kingdoms.” 

Liglitfoot (vol. ii. p. 211) gives many illustrations of parts of a day 
being spoken of, in popular language, among the Jews, as a day. Jesus, 
of course, speaks with a recognition of the custom of the people in this 
respect. 

11 Luther strikingly says that Jesus did with miracles as parents do 
with pears and apples, which they throw before weary children to tempt 
them home. On this subject see Weidemann. p. 93. 

1 Solomon’s glory had become in Christ’s day the subject of boundless 
exaggeration. The Book of Wisdom, in the second century before Christ, 
says of him, “He hath given me certain knoxvledge of the things that are 
— to know hoxv the world was made, the beginning, ending, and midst of 
the times ; the turnings of the sun, and the change of the seasons ; the 
circuits of the years, and the position of the stars ; the natures of living 
creatures ; the violence of winds and the reasonings of men ; the diversi¬ 
ties of plants and the virtues of roots, and all things that are either secret 
or known—them I know” (vii. 17, 21). He had gradually come to be 
regarded as the prince of magicians, skilled in the secret knowledge which 
expelled demons, cured diseases bv mysterious spells, etc—Jos., Ant., 
viii. 2. 5. That Jesus should set Himself above Solomon before a Jewish 
audience was to set Himself above all men. 

k The following extracts from Buxtorf respecting the Pharisees are 

curious:— 

Separatus, abstinens, continens, temperans. Pharis®us, vitae 

sanctitate cultu et moribus, ab aliis hominibus separatus.— R. David 
Soph., 1. 8. 

Quidam explicant, esse homines qui ostendvnt seipsos separatos ( pios) et 
sanctos, ac vestiunt $e vestc peregnnd, diversa ab aliis hominibus, ut 
agnoscant eos ex vestibus, quod Sciip. separati (id est, qui ab 

aliis hominibus externa sanctitate separati) cum tamen vice ipsorum sint 
mala:. 

Aruch. “ P. est qui separat seipsum ab omni immunditia et ab omni 
cibo immundo, et & populo terr® qui non habet accuratam rationem 
ciborum.” — Buxtorf, p. 1852. 

Ne metuas a Pharisaeis neque ab illis qui non sunt Pharis®i, sed a 
pigmentatis, sive tinctis, aut coloratis (id est, hypocritis) qui similes sunt 
Pliaris®is.— Talmud, quoted by Buxtorf, p. 1853. 

70 
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Pharush—separate, abstinent, chaste, temperate—a Pharisee, separate 
from men at large l y the holiness of bis life, religious strictness and 
umnuers.— Rah. Dav,d Soph., 1, 8. 

Some explain them to be men who show themselves to be separated 
(pious) aud holy, and olothe themselves in a strange dress, different from 
that- of other men, that all should know by their dress that they were 
Pharusbim, or separated ones (that is, holy men, separated from others 
by outward purity), though their lives, notwithstanding, might be bad 
enough. 

Aruch. A Pharisee is one who separates himself from every (Levitical) 
impurity, and from all ‘‘unclean” food, and from the Am-ha-aretzin (oi 
common Levitically unclean people), who have not an accurate knowledge 
of fthe Rabbinical laws of) food. (The minute regulations about Teru- 
man, tithes, etc., etc., see page 250, and note 0 below.) 

You need not fear either (real) Pharisees or those who are not Phari¬ 
sees, but only the sham, painted, dyed, coloured (preteuders)—that is, 
hypocrites, who are like Pharisees. 

1 The ariston (dpioroy), the breakfast, originally taken at sunrise; 
later, the midday meal. Winer thinks the ariston was the breakfast, 
after synagogue service, and that the dinner was at noon. 

m The word is 4f}arrl<r0i}, 1 aor. pass., used for middle. “ Baptized,” 
or bathed “ himself.” 

n Of course, I have paraphrased the words of Jesus throughout, em¬ 
bodying the hints of De Wette, Meyer, aud many others. 

0 The tithing question was one which caused great inconvenience to 

the people at large, though the Rubbis themselves, whose lives were spent 
in their schools, had to bear none of the weary annoyance their endless 
prescriptions laid on others. “ The requirement to separate from all 
productions of the soil an undefined gift for the priests (Tliei unia), and 
the tithes for the Levites and priests, and every third year a tithe for the 
poor, caused no little trouble. There were guilds of all who bound 
themselves to observe the whole Law, and the members of these kept a 
diligent watch over all such matters to see that they were attended to. 
These tithes and gifts touched the life of every household, for part of 
them were holy, and the use of holy thing* was a deadly sin. Every 
purchaser had therefore, to mako himself sure, beforehand, whether they 
had been taken from what he bought or not. This was far from easy, 
for produce was largely imported from abroad, or was sold by those who 
were not Jews, and so on,.and to pay the tithes and gifts over and over 
would have been a great loss. A rule was therefore proclaimed, that the 
assurance of an owner was only to be taken when bo could prove his 
trustworthiness. In any other case, all produce and preparations from 
it, suoh as bread, wine, oil, etc., was to be regarded as doubtful, aud one 
part from the hundred to be taken as Theruma, and then the second 
tithe, before it could be used. This second tithe oonld be changed into 
money, to be spent on food at the feasts in Jerusalem. The first tithe 
and the tithe for the poor were not, however, to be taken from it, as the 
case was doubtful, and the Levite or the poor bad to prove their claim 
to it in each instance. The whole question caused, of course, an increase 
of the price, and made many pious Jews shrink from buying from an mi- 
oertiheated seller, or from eating with any who were not of the strict 
guilds. Sellers of produce aud food were, hence, also very anxiouB to be 
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certificated—which was done on the testimony of three Rabbis, or three 
members of a guild—that the applicant would have nothing to do with 
anything that was not duly tithed. He was, henceforward, counted 
conscientious and reliable, and this trustworthiness was held to extend 
to all his family and even to his posterity, so long as no suspicion rose 

against his wife, children, or slaves. 

This was the origin of the division of the nation into Haberim, 
“Leaguers/ and Am-ha-aretziu, “ common people,” not pledged to ob¬ 
serve all the details of tithing and priestly gifts.— Just, vol. i. pp. 201—203. 

p To pass over or touch a grave, or to touch the dead, or even a dead 
person’s bones, was a special defilement. He who was so unfortunate as 
to be made unclean in this way continued so for seven days, and had to 
go through a tedious and costly purification. He could not for that time 
enter his house, or unite in a religious service. To avoid such a calamity, 
graves were carefully whitewashed when known, but, of course, subter¬ 
ranean tombs might be overlooked. 

4 The different titles used iu this incident refer to the same great class. 
Any one might be a Pharisee, whether a layman, a priest, or a Rabbi, as 
auy of these might be a Sadducee. A scribe and a lawyer were different 
names for the same order—the clergy of the day. They were the authori¬ 
ties for the expositions of the Law ; they copied the sacred manuscripts, 
and devoted themselves as the work of their life, to Rabbinical studies 
and employments.— Godwyn, Aaron and Moses, p.27. Winer, Bibel Lex., 
etc., etc. 

r There is no such passage in the Old Testament, so that this, appar¬ 
ently, must have been an earlier utterance of Jesus. 


CHAPTER XLII. 

a The fertility of Palestine makes a return of even one hundred-fold, 
possible. Tristram says, “I have often counted sixty grains in an ear, 
and even a hundred is sometimes reached.”— Nat. Hist, of the Bible, 
p. 489. 

Keirn quotes a case of an Englishman who got seven crops of potatoes 
in a year a little south of Bethlehem (vol. ii. p. 448). See also Arnold in 
Herzog, vol. xi. p. 24. Any one who wishes to see what the fancy of the 
Rabbis could invent respecting the fertility of Palestine, may do so in 
Derenbourg, p. 111. 

b Iu Succah, fol. 46. 2, we find the following : “ God’s measure is not 
like the measure of flesh and blood. The measure of flesh and blood is 
this. An empty vessel is free to receive, but a full one can take in no 
more. But God’s measure is this. The full measure can receive more, 
but the empty vessel receives nothing, as it is said, ‘If hearing thou 
shalt hear,’ that is, ‘If thou hearest thou shalt hear, but if thou dost not 
hear, thou shalt not hear.’ The gloss is, ‘ If thou accustom thyself to 
hear, then thou shalt hear, and learn, and add.' ” So in berachoth, f. 55. 
1, “ God doth not give wisdom but to him with whom wisdom is already.” 

c The common mustard of Palestine is the same as our own mustard, 
but grows to a much greater size than in this country, especially in the 
richer soils of the Jordan valley.— Tristram, p. 473. It is Sinupis nigra, 
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of the order Crucifers. Thomson (p. 414) has seen mustard plants on 
the rich plain of Acre as tall as a horse and its rider. Lightfoot (vol. ii. 
p. 216) quotes the following from the Rabbis: “There was a stalk of 
muBtard in Sichin from which sprang out three boughs, of which one 
broke off, and covered the teut of a potter, and produced three cabs of 
mustard (nearly six quarts).” R. Simeon Ben Chalaphtn said, •• A stalk 
of mustard was in my field, into which I was wont to climb, as men are 
wont to climb into a fig-tree.” These extracts are also given in Buxtorf 
(p. 623). He adds that an instance is given by the Rabbis, of the fertility 
of Palestine, to the effect that one man got three hundred-fold increase 
on the grain he Bowed. 

d Thomson (Land and Book, p. 421) thinks the incident of sowing 
tares among wheat by design a mere imaginary incident, but Roberts 
(Oriental Illustrations, p. 521) says that it is a common practice of a 
man’s enemies, in Judea; and Trench says ( Parables , p. 69) that “in 
Ireland he has known an outgoing tenant, in *pite at his ejection, sow 
wild oats in the fields he was leaving. These, ripening and seeding them¬ 
selves before the crops in which they were mi ngled, it became next to 
impossible to get rid of them.” 

The tares (ftfth'ia) are the Lolium temulentum or bearded darnel, a 
kind of rye-grass. It is the only species of the grass family, the seeds of 
which are poisonous. They produce nausea, convulsions, and diarrhcea, 
which frequently end in death.- The plant is exactly like wheat till the 
ear appears. Dean Stanley observed the women and children picking out 
the tall green stalks, which the Arabs still call Zaw&n, in the great corn¬ 
fields of Samaria, but they are sometimes left till the harvest, and then 
separated by the fan and sieve.— Tristram, p. 488. The Talmudists made 
the natural error of supposing darnel “ a kind of wheat which ie changed 
in the earth, both as to its form and nature; ” but it is a distinct plant. 
— Lightfoot, vol. ii. p. 215. 

“ A narrow, steep path, evidently little travelled, led down into the 
valley. When we were half-way down, it led along the east slope of the 
hill. What an amazing number of olive and fig-trees on every knoll 
around, and in the depths of the valley 1 A brook gurgled briskly dowu 
the faoe of the hill, Over against us a village enlivened the woody land¬ 
scape. Some peasants were at work on the ground on the terraces, under 
the shade of the trees. A turn of the road soon brought the village of 
Dscheba before us. On the steep hill-side the houses rose in terraces one 
over the other, so that the roofs of one street seemed as if they were the 
street of that above it. We went over to it, crossing the broad, fiat 
valley. Grain fields covered the whole surface; but the crops were very 
unequal; part thick, shrunk, and almost dry; part full, and stately. 
Men, women, and children were busy in many of the fields pulling out 
the weeds, which they gathered in heaps and bound into bundles, to burn 
them.”— f'urrer's H’anderungen, p. 255. See also Buxtorf, p. 681. 

* The great drag net is that which “gathered of every kind.” Some 
row the boat, some cast out the net, some on shore pull the rope with all 
their strength, others throw stones and beat the waters at the ends of the 
net, to frighten the fish from escaping there. When it is drawn to the 
shore, the fishermen 6it down and gather the good into vessels, but cast 
the bad away. I have watched this operation a hundred times along the 
Bbore of the Mediterranean.— Thomson, p. 402. 

The word used is Sagcne (srayfrq), “ a drag net, a Mine.” Vulg. Sagena. 
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Can tliis word come from the same root in spite of its having also a Saxon 
equivalent? See Trench Si/non .. vol. ii. p. 58. 

The Sagene was leaded and buoyed, and then drawn in a circle, so as 
to enclose a great multitude of tishes.— Tristram , p. 289. 

f Palestine had been so wasted by war, age after age, that treasures 
hidden in the ground by tLeir owners, at the approach of danger, must 
have been often found. In India, during the mutiny, treasures were 
hidden in the strangest places. At Lucknow, a tank was dug and a vault 
constructed below it, into which the treasures were put, and the water 
was then let in, over it. A box of magnificent jewels was hidden in a 
hole at the top of a palm-tree. Immense hoards were built into walls, or 
buried in fields and sown over with thick crops. 

Furrer, I Vanderungen (p. 73). “There is a piece of good road near 
the Jaffa gate at Jerusalem, which owes its existence, as I have been 
most credibly informed, to the belief, that a great treasure had been 
buried in this part, and to obtain this, the Greeks made a pretence of 
wishing to form a road. This very speculative-looking undertaking has 
more reason in it in the East than with us. The oppressions and rob¬ 
beries of government often lead the natives to bury their treasures 
secretly. As in Christ’s time, it is nothing unusual to find a treasure hid 
in a field.” 

e A passage in Sohar Chadash, fol. 61, col. 1, illustrates Jewish ways 
in this particular very strikingly. R. Bun was once accosted, when 
travelling, by a young man who had given himself to the study of the 
Law—“ Master, will you let me follow you on your way, and put myself 
at your service? ” The R. answered, “ You may,” and so the scholar of 
the Law went after him. As they went on in this way, R. Chija, son of 
Abba, and R. Juda, son of Joses, met them, and asked R. Bun, “Have 
you no companion ? ” R. Bun answered, “ I have accepted a young man 
for my companion.” But R. Chija replied, “ It is a sin for which you 
have to answer, that you have not him at your side, that you could 
discuss respecting the Law with him. When the company had sat down 
to rest under the shade of a tree, R. Chija commenced as follows, on the 
words (Prov. iv. 18), “ The path of the just is as the shining light, which 
shines brighter and brighter ter the perfect day : ”—“ If any one has to 
travel, let him take care that he join himself as companion to some one 
wise in the Law. The just, who walk in the light, act thus, for they have 
the light, i.e. the Law, ever before them. The words ‘ even to the 
perfect day ’ mean, till the Shechina joins them, for we know, through 
the traditions, that wherever the Law is the subject of conversation the 
Shechina is also there, for it is written (Exod. xx. 24), ‘In all places 
where I record my name, I will come unto thee and will bless thee.’ ” 

h Neauder’s commentary on the words is bearitiful. “ Let those who 
are themselves dead, who know nothing of the higher interests of the 
kingdom of God or the Divine life, attend to the lifeless clay. But thou, 
upon whom the Divine life, which conquers all death, is opened, thou 
must devote thyself wholly to propagate it by preaching the Gospel. It 
is for the dead to care for the dead; the living for the living .”—Life of 
Christ , p. 341. 

1 TrpocrK€<pd\cuov, “ pillow for the head.” “ A part of the boat was used 
for the boatman’s lying or sitting on, and was provided with a (coarse) 
leather cushion ” (of some kind).— Meyer , Markus, p. 61. 
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MAtthew uses the word <ret<r^6s (seismos), which is usually the term 
for an earthquake. It means here a commotion, a storm. Mark and 
Luke use \al\a\f/ (lailaps), which Passow (Handwdrterb.) explains ftB a 
storm wind with heavy clouds, rain, and darkness, and as a whirlwind 
raging from below upwards. Hesychius explains it as a whirlwind with 
rain. 

1 ya\fyj) (galene), “Peace in the air and on the waters” (Passow). By 
some, from yeX&w, 14 to laugh.” By others, from ydXa (gala), 44 milk ” — 
of the milky smoothness of the untroubled sea. The wiud ceased 
(^iracre*, ekopasen), from xoirdfa (kopadzo), 44 when one ceases from 
weariness 11 (Passow). 44 Nor weary woru out winds expire so soft.” 

Winer (Grammatik y p. 295) remarks that the address to the winds and 
sea is equivalent to, Peace (and remain) still ! 

m Gadara is from the same root as 44 Cadiz ” (Gades). In Hebrew and 
Phenician it is from the root Gader, 44 a walled place .”—Gesenii Thr - 
eaurus. Gadara was a famous fortified city on the east of the Jordan, on 
the steep edge of the valley of the Jannuk. It was one of the cities of the 
Decapolis (league of ten cities), and was about 8 miles south-east from 
Tiberias, across the lake (i*Q stadia), a stadium being 606 feet 9 inches. 
It was reckoned the capital of Perea, and had coins of its own. The 
great roads from Tiberias aud Scythopolis passed through it to the 
interior of Perea and to Dainuscus. It was destroyed by Alexander 
Jannaeus, after a ten months’ siege, but had been rebuilt by Poinpey, two 
generations before Christ. It had belonged to Herod the Great's kingdom, 
but after his death was taken from Archelaus. and joined to the Province 
of Syria. It was stormed and burnt to the ground a generation later, 
in the great Jewish war, by Vespasian, its youth all slain, and its other 
inhabitants carried oil as slaves. The population must thus have been 
largely Jewish.— Jos. 9 BellJud. y iii. 7. 1 ; iv. 7. 3. 

n Some of these tombs are now used as houses by the Arabs. 11 We 

arrived before sunset at Um Keis--the ancient Gadara. We were kindlv 

* 

received by the sheikh of the natives who inhabit the sepulchres. The 
tomb we lodged in was capable of containing between twenty and thirty 
people. It was of an oblong form, and the cattle, etc., occupied one end, 
while the proprietor and his family lodged in another. The sepulchres, 
which are all underground, are hewu out of the live rock, and the doors, 
which are very massy, are cut out of immense blocks of stone. Some of 
these are now standing and actually working on their hinges, and used by 
the natives. Of course, the hinge is nothing but a part of the stone left 
projecting at each end, and let iuto a socket cut in the rock. The faces 
of the doors were cut in the shape of panels.”— Irby and Mangles' Travels, 

pp. 297, 298. 

There is still a population of about 200 souls in these tombs. 

0 The present name of Gadara is Um Ees, “ the Mother of Cunning.” 
There is oonfusion about the reading of tho text in the dilTerent MSS., 
but it is not worth while troubling the reader with it. Um Kes is the 
supposed scene of Christ’s visit. See Bibel Lex., Keim, H'ittsr, Hansrath, 
Mei'zog , Smith's Diet., Art. Gadara. Thomson (Land and Hook), how¬ 
ever, thinks Khersa, opposite Tiberias, the place (p. 376). So Ewald, vol. 
v. p. 41G. So, also, Fiirrer, D. Bedeutung d. bib. Geog. p. 19. 

p Robinson saw madmen sitting before the walls of Jerusalem, clanking 
their chains. 
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i iSvercros (abyssos), lit. “without bottom.” It is used here, and in 
Rom. x. 7, without distinct definition of its meaning. Elsewhere it is 
found only in the Apocalypse, where it is used seven times of the penal 
dwelling of evil angels. 

r laeiros (Taeipos), “whom God enlightens.” Lightfoot quotes from 
the Talmud, “ The ruler of the synagogue is he by whose command the 
affairs of the synagogue are appointed; namely, who shall read the 
Prophets, who shall recite the phylacteries, who shall pass before the ark.” 

— Vol. ii. p. 171. 

8 Even a poor Israelite was required to have not fewer than two flute 
players and one mourning woman at the death of his wife ; but if he be 
rich, all things are to be done according to his quality. Talmud , quoted 
in Liuxtorf , p. 766. See also Hovce Heb., vol. ii. p. 172. Nork , p. 61. 
Gudicyn, p. 241. 

* The Sappedaus, or public mourners, among tho Jews, were either men 
or women. Some are specially mentioned in the Talmud for the beauty 
of their spoken lamentations. The humbler artists among them ex¬ 
pressed their grief by sighs and ejaculations, with the repetition of com¬ 
monplaces of tenderness and regret, but others lamented in songs and 
poetical elegies. Thus Bar Abbin began his lament thus: “ Weep, in 
your sorrow, but not for the dead, for he has departed into peace ; weep 
for us who remain in tears and sadness.”— BuxtorJ', pp. 1522-5. 

Dukes gives a great many examples in Iris Rahbinische Blumenlese , pp. 
246-263. He traces the rise of the custom of elegies to that of David 
over Jonathan. 

n Death is spoken of hundreds of times in the Talmud as sleep. 
“ When N. slept,” that is, when he died, recurs constantly.— Lightfoot, 
vol. ii. p. 175. So also in Old Testament; Ps. xiii. 4. Job. iii. 16. Jer. 
Ii. 39. Dan. xii. 2. 

* It will be noticed that Jesus uses the form of words of physicians to 
the sick in vogue at the time. See below. 

7 A glimpse at Jewish medical practice is supplied by the following 
from Sabbath, f. 4. 2. It refers to the use of amulets as means of cure, 
etc. “ It is permitted {even on the Sabbath) to go out with the egg of a 
grasshopper, or the tooth of a fox, or the nail of one who has been hanged, 
as medical remedies.” 

* rb Kp&trireSov (kraspedon). 


CHAPTER XLIII. 

■ I am indebted for the following paragraphs to Ein Tag in Capernaum , 
by Dr. Delitzsch, pp. 68, 69. 

b This is the text of the Sinaitic and Vatican MSS. St. Luke quotes 
it freely from the Septuagint. It is from Isaiah lx. 1, 2. 

« The houses stand on the under part of the slope of the west hill, 
which rises high and steep above them.— Robinson , vol. iii. p. 419. 

The rock is 40 or 50 feet perpendicular near the Maronite church.— 
Robinson, vol iii. p. 423. See also Land and Book, p. 431. 
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d Discipulus, a disciple, is " one who is learning,’' " a scholar.” 

the Greek word for disciple, also means a scholar. Talmid, *VpSp, 

the Hebrew word for disciple, means also the same. “ The scholars of 
the wise ” was the phrase for the “ disciples ” of the Babbie. The Arubic 
and Hebrew words are the same. 

6 The word “ apostle,” ari<rro\os, “one sent forth,” is the equivalent of 

the Talmudic ?3 yE’ (Sheliach). It carries with it the idea of representa¬ 
tion of the authority by which the “ apostle ” is sent. “ The • Sheliach ' 
of a man is as if he himself who sends were there.”— Buxtorf , p. 2411. 
Liyhtfoot, voL ii. p. 176. Nork, p. 61. 

f “ At the sprinkling of the blood the work of the priest began ; the 
slaying of the victims may be done by any one.” — Talmud. Hor. Htb. 
vol. iii. p. 139. Hence only the very poor killed their own sacrifices. 

* In accordance with the Mosaic doctrine of temporal rewards and 
punishments, the Jews looked on all striking calamities, and congenital 
diseases or afflictions, and visitations, like demon possession, 06 punish¬ 
ment for the sins of parents, or for sins committed by the sufferers them¬ 
selves in a previous 6tate of existence.— Schneckenburger , p. 249. 

h Barren fig-trees are still common. Trees, neglected when young, are 
often so. To bear fruit well, a fig-tree needs to be manured freely, and 
ploughed and dug about frequently. Even the stones in the orchard are 
carefully gathered and removed.— Land and Hook, p. 350. 

“ They lay dung to moisten the earth ; they dig about the roots of the 
trees; they pluck up the suckers; they take off the (dead) leaves; they 
sprinkle ashes, and they smoke under the trees, to kill worms.”— Talmud, 
Hor. Heb. vol. iii. p. 146. 

1 The Law (Deut. xx. 19, 20) forbade the cutting down fruit-trees, 
except in special circumstauces. Hence the Babbis said, “ Cut not down 
the palm-tree that bears a cab (two quarts) of dates, or the olive, that 
bears but the fourth part of a cab (a pint).” 

“ My son,” said one Babbi, *• had not died had he not out down a fig- 
tree before its time.”— Hor. Heb., vol. iii. p. 139. 

k In Pirke Aboth. c. 2. 19. there is a passage strikingly parallel. B. 
Tarphansaid, “ Short is the day, the work is great, the labourers idle, the 
reward great, and the Lord of the harvest presses.” 

1 This seems a better sense of the words than their usual explanation 
of giving “ without return ”—that is, without payment. The disciples 
were to take their lodging, etc., as a free gift for their spiritual labours, 
and 60 did the Babbis. Many passages, however, show how strictly 
receipt of payment for religious teaching was forbidden. “ Make the 
Sabbath your working day rather than ask anything from the people,” 
sayB the Talmud. (B. Pe*achim, 112a.) “ Work to your uttermost rather 
than ask from the people,” says another passage. ( B . Bathra, 110a.) 
So Paul did (Ephes. iv. 28), though he claimed support as a right. 
(1 These, ii. 9. 2 These, iii. 8.) But he knew a trade, which the fisher 
Apostles did not. Deut. iv. 6 , where Moses speaks, is explained “ As I 
have taught you without reward, so must you spread my teaching without 
money, for God gave me the Law without asking a reward, and I follow 
Hia example, and expeot that you will follow mine.”— Bcchoroth, 
iv. & 
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m The “wallets” or “scrips ” now in use are only the skins of kids, 
stripped off whole, and tanned by a very simple process.— Thomson, 
p. 345. 

“ The peasant puts on over his shirt only a white and black striped 
over-garment of camel or goat’s hair. It has no sleeves. He girds in 
his shirt as the fishermen did in Peter’s time, and carries in the leathern 
belt all the money he has.”— Furrcr, Wmidennifien, p. 27. 

The wallet, in the Talmud, is a leather pouch (as above) which shep¬ 
herds hang about their necks, and in which they put their victuals.— Hor. 

Heb., vol. ii. p. 183. 

John had coumelled those who had two undercoats to give to him that 
had none.—Luke iii. 11. 

Sandals were made of leather or of rushes, or of the bark of palm-trees. 
“ A shoe,” says the Talmud, “ was of softer, a sandal of harder leather.” 
Some had wooden soles and leather uppers.— Hor. Heb., vol. ii. p. 184. 

E. Chija says, “ It is not fitting that a scholar of the wise should wear 
shoes.”— Nork, p. 62. Pious Jews usually travelled as Christ’s disciples 
did, with girdle, wallet, etc., and also with a book of the Law slung round 
their neck. 

n When a Persian enters an assembly, after having left his shoes with¬ 
out, he makes the usual salutation, “Peace be unto you,” which is ad- 
dressed to the whole assembly, as if it were saluting the house. — Morier's 
Second Journey , p. 142. Godwyn, p. 87. 

° Great care was taken with imported fruit, lest the dust of a heathen 
country might be on it, and thus the land of Israel be defiled. It might, 
in such a case, be dust from a grave ! All heathen countries, moreover, 
were as unclean as a burial-place.— Hor. Ileb , vol. ii. p. 185. 

The dust of a heathen country defiled the Jew of Palestine.—Nor ft, 
p. 63. 

p See Jost’s translation of the Mishna Sota , ix., in which the Babbis 
used language of the signs of the approach of the Messiah almost 
identical with that of Jesus in this passage.— Schiirer, p. 580. Schleier - 
macher's Predigten, vol. ii. p. 09. 

i In verse 27, “What ye hear in the ears,” refers to the habit of the 
Babbi in his chair whispering into the ear of the interpreter, who re¬ 
peated in a loud voice what he had thus received— Hor. Heb., vol. ii. 

p. 187. 

“ The housetops,” which are flat, are still used for public announce¬ 
ments. It was from a housetop that the trumpet was sounded each 
Friday evening to announce the approach of the Sabbath.— Hor. Heb., 
vol. ii. p. 173. Land and Book, pp. 40, 41. Bach, in Bibel Lex., vol. i. 
j) • d5d. 

A passage in the Talmud is a fine illustration of verse 29. Simon, the 
son of Jochai, once stood at the entrance of the cave in which he concoaled 
himself from his enemies during the persecutions, for thirteen years. 
As he did so, he noticed a birdcatcher who was watching a bird. Sud¬ 
denly, however, the Bath Kol sounded from heaven “ Have pity,” and 
the bird escaped. Then the Babbi cried out—“ If even a bird is not 
taken without the will of God, how much less a man I ”—Bereshith Bab. 
f. 88, c. 4. 

Sparrows, that is, fincheB generally, are still sold for eating, in strings, 
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at a very cheap rate.— Tristram, pp. 161, 201. Land and Book, p 43, 
Godwyn, p. 264. 

1 Anointing with oil was a practice among Jewish physicians. It. 
Simeon Ben Eliezer says, “ R. Meir permitted the mingling of wine and 
oil, and to anoint the 6ick on the Sabbath. But when ho ouco was sick, 
and we would do the same to him, he would not allow it.” — Talmud , in 
Hot. Heb., vol. ii. p. 415. This explains James v. 14. Intbe miracles it 
stands on a similar footing with Christ’s anointing the eyes of the blind 
with clay, etc. It could not iu itself cure, iu many cases, but the super¬ 
natural grace imparted with it secured the desired result. The Jews 
anointed the head with oil for the headache — Ttiny, 23, 38. Oil is 
still used in the East for boils, etc.— lluseggeTt Travels, vol. i. p. 247. 

* A denarius or penny was worth about 7 Jd., but its purchasing value 
was equal, apparently, to about forty pence now.— Dr. Davidson, Mew 
Teat., p. xlvi. 

* vpaoial, wpaaial, “ areolatim.” The prasiai are the square garden 
plots in which herbB are grown. St. Mark, who used the word, doubtless 
expresses the feelings of St. Peter as an eye-witness. One in the Talmud, 
speaking of barley bread, says, “ There is a hue crop of barley.” Another 
answers, “ Tell this to tho horses and asses.” A Roman soldier, who 
had quitted his ranks, had for part of his punishment that he received 
barley bread instead of wheaten.— Suetonius, Awjust., 24. 


a The Minima speaks of the usual blessing of bread and hsh, but says 
that the blessing for the former was omitted when the latter was salt fish, 
because the bread was regarded as an appendix to the fish. The blessing 
was therefore asked only on the 6alt fish ! The Talmud says. “ It is for¬ 
bidden to take food into the mouth without having previously thanked 
God for it as His gift.”— Rcrachoth, f. 35. 1. 

Jesus asked Philip about supplying the multitude. “ Perhaps,” Bays 
Bengel, “ he had charge of providing for the daily wants of the disciples 
and of Jesus.” 

Liicke (Cimimentar, vol. ii. p. 62) says, “ There con be no doubt that 
both expressions * to bless ’ and ‘ to give thanks’ were the usual terms for 
the ‘grace’ common among the Jews.” The formula is given iu full, 
Aots xxvii. 36. cvxapl<mi<re r<£ 0e<j3 — teal xXdtrat —‘‘He took bread and 
gave thanks to God, and when he had broken it." See also Pressel’s 
Leben Jesu, p. 136. 

In John vi. 16, it is said that “ when even was come, the disciples went 
down unto the sea.” In the other Gospels, however, evening is spoken 
of as having already come, or being near, before the multitude was fed. 
The explanation is that while John has followed the usuaI Greek mode 
of speaking, the others make use of the Hebrew, or rather the Pharisaic 
way of reckouing the day. By this, there were two evenings: the first 
corresponding to our afternoon, from three to six, the other from six to 
niue, After which came “ the darkness.”— Liicke, vol. ii. p. 66. De 
Wette, Archaologie, 214. note d. 


x The Roman satirists note this wallet or basket as a characterintic 
of the Jews .—Juvenal Sat., iii. 14; vi. 641. It was of osiers or twigs 
—*‘ virgulta.” Lutbardt (Das Joh. Erangelitim, vol. ii. p. 44) finds iu 
the twolve basketsfull one for eaoh Apostle, a mystical reference to the 
twelve tribes of the ancient Israel and to the future of the new Israel! 
The “baskets” were specially designed to provide the Jew with Leviti 
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cally clean food, when travelling through Samaria, or in heathen parts. 
— Wahl , Claris , 278 b. 

y oil yap awTjKav, “ they considered not,” rather, “ did not understand, 
comprehend.” ireirwpup.itrt), “hardened; ” rather “ dull, stupid,” 


CHAPTER XLIY. 

a The Jerus. Talmud ( Sanhed ., f. 18) asks “ What is the seal of God? ’ 
R. Bibai, in the name of R. Reuben, answers, “ The Truth ” (J1DX). 
“ But who is the Truth ? ” R. Bon says, “ The Living God, the Eternal 
King.” R. Lakiseh notes that in HON (the Truth), X is the first letter 
of the alphabet, D the middle one, and J"1 the last, which, therefore, 
means “ I, Jehovah, was the Eirst ; besides me there is no God, and I 
shall, also, be the Last.” 

Had Jesus any allusion to such a meaning of the expression, “ sealed ,” 
etc , since it was current in His day? Comp. John xiv. 6. 

€<r<ppdyi<rev (esphragisen), “ sealed, attested, confirmed, established,” as 
men do in the East, by affixing a seal. The writing of a document may 
be done by any one ; the seal affixed is the mark of authenticity. This 
is still the universal custom in all written transactions.— Lane's Modem 
Egyptians, vol. i. pp. 35, 36. Perkins’ Persia, p. 421. Narrative of a 
Mission , p. 256. 

b 6 Karafiaivuv —refers to 6 Apros. It is wrongly applied to Jesus in 
the English version. It is not “ he,” but “it ” in our idiom. 

c Both the word "Itpll (Bashar), flesh, and (Achal), “to eat,” were 

familiar as figures to Christ’s hearers, even in the Scriptuies “ To eat 
my flesh ” (Pb. xxvii. 2) was a metaphor for fierce and cruel enemies 
thirsting for one’s blood. The fool devoured with envy is said (Eccl. iv. 
5) to eat his ow r n flesh. Oppressive rulers were said, in Ps. xiv. 4 ; 
Prov. xxx. 14; Hab. iii. 15, “ to eat up, or devour, the people.” So 
Mic. iii. 3. 

d I have put together the meanings attached to the expression by 
different expositors, ancient and modern. 

6 e k To&rov. So De Wette and Liicke. But Meyer, “ on this account,” 
viz., the discourse. 

1 This is the true reading, as shown by B, C*, D, L, Nonn. Cosm., and 
received by Griesbach, Lachmann, and Tischendorf. 

The Holy One of God is equivalent to “ Him consecrated by God.” 
See John x. 36. 1 John ii. 20. Mark i. 24. Luke iv. 34. Acts iv. 27. 

Rev. iii. 7. Langen points out ( Judenthum , p. 413) that this is in reality 
the same name as “ The Elect One,” so frequently used of the Messiah in 
the Book of Enoch, 6 ayios (ho hagios) stands for 6 Tp{ia<rp.tvos (ho hegias- 
menos), “ the sanctified one,” or “ Him set apart”—in John x. 36. To 
sanctify or to set apart for Himself, and to choose for Himself, thus 
bpoken of God, are identical conceptions. 

b The quantity named was 40 seah, and the Rabbis give the seah at 
nearly a gallon and a half —Weights and Measures. Dicty. of the Bible. 

h Corban (15"!$)* f rom Carab (3"ip), "he drew near” (God)—was the 
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Hebrew word for anything vowed and presented to God as an offering or 
sacred gift. Jewish oreditorB were quick-witted enough to turn the 
“ corban ” to a good account, by frightening payment from their debtors 
by the statement that the money owed was *' corban.”— Winer, Darlelun. 

1 This is involved in the Hebrew word (Kabad). 


CHAPTER XLV. 

* i£e\0ov<ra (exelthonsa). In Mark vii. 24, the words “and Sidon” are 
rejected by Tischeudorf. Phcnicia is from if, “ a palm,” the country of 
palms. Elsey (vol. i. p. 205). makes it from alpa^ai, an Ancient Greek 
verb, “ to slay, to murder,” a meaning apt enough, ab the early Phenicians 
were the pirates of the Mediterranean. See Mommsen s (ieschichte, 
passim. But the simpler etymology Beems the better, and has its analogue 
in the “ Morca,” from fiavpot (mauros), *• a mulberry.” 

b \f/ixi6v (psichion), dim. from (psix), “ a fragment of bread, flesh,” 
eto.— Passow. 

c Tradition makes the name of the woman Justa, and that of her 
daughter Berenice, and adds that her husband repudiated both her and 
her daughter for their faith in Jesus— Sepp, vol. iv. p. 201. Cauaanitc 
meant originally “ a lowlander,” but it came to mean ” a merchant,” 
from the commercial fame of the Phenicians. 

The Talmud has copied the incident of the " children’s crumbs,” and 
used it of a supplicant for grain in a time of famine.— Nork, p. 75. 
Sepp, vol. iv. p. 107- 

Pressel’s commentary on the woman's words is fine. Leben Jesu , p. 
174. So also, as usual, is that of Hess. — Leben Jesu, vol. i. p. 412. 

d This is the meaning of the word /nAXoih, translated in our version, 
“ maimed.” Tischeudorf rejects it on the authority of the Sinaitic version, 
but Scrivener retains it. 

* cwpiSat (spuridas). The spuris only is mentioned iu this case, 
instead of the cophinus of the former miraculous feeding. Both were 
small baskets, of which every Jew of the humbler class seems to have 
carried one for his provisions, etc. See p. 632. Yet the spuris was 
touirtimes large enough to hold a man. Acts ix. 26. Trench on Miracles, 
p. 356, note. 

i Lachmann, Tischendorf, and Tregelles read Magadan, a name which 
is not otherwise known. 

Mark gives the name of Dalmanutha, “ the Bhady place ” ; but this 
also » unknown. 

* Manasseh obtained from Sanballat permission to build a rival temple 
at Shechem. Menelaus was a time-serving friend of Greek customs and 
of the Syrian kingB. Onius built a rival temple in Egypt. 

h The Pharisees as a body were poor, and lived with a modest sim¬ 
plicity. often earning their bread by a laborious occupation. The Sad- 
dacees were spoiled children of fortune. Yet Pharisees wore not wanting 
whose epicureanism rivalled anything said of their rivals. “ Eat and 
drink, for the world we are soon to leave is like a marriage feast,” said 
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Samuel to Rabbi Jehuda Chimena. “ My son,” said Rab. to R. Hamen- 
una, “ if yon have anything, make merry, for there is no more pleasure 
under the ground, and death gives no respite. Do you intend to leave 
money to your son ? Who will tell you about it when you are in the 
grave"? Men are like the dowers of the .field : those of to-day give place 
to those of to-morrow.” These are sayings of two famous Rabbis of the 
Pharisaic party.— Derenbourg, pp. 131, 132. 

i The south wind is the Samum or Simoom, which blows from the hot 
deserts of Africa, and briugs overpowering heat. It blows up the gorge 
of the Jordan, and sweeps like a furnace-blast over the plains of Gen- 
nesareth. The west wind brings the clouds from the Mediterranean. 
The east wind from the table-land of the Hauran briugs dry weather. 


CHAPTER XLYI. 

a Cheselden, in his account of the restoration of sight, by an operation, 
to a youth who had been born blind, says, “ When he first saw he knew 
not the shape of anything, nor any one thing from another, however 
different in shape or magnitude; but, being told what thingB were, whose 
forms he before kuew from feeling, he would carefully observe that he 
might know them again.”— Anatomy, p. 301. 1768, London. 

b Tischendorf, following the Sinaitic and Vatican MSS., omits the last 
clause of the verse. Meyer retains it. 

c The Jews expected the reappearance not only of Enoch and Elijah, 
but also of Moses and Jeremiah. Moses was believed to have been taken 
to heaven like Elijah.— Jus. Ant., iv. 8. 48; i. 3. 4; ix. 2. 2. I have 
quoted (page 364, vol. i.) the legend (2 Macc. ii. 1) elsewhere, of the 
concealment of the ark by Jeremiah at the taking of Jerusalem by the 
Chaldeans. 

A similar legend rose in the Christian Church respecting Joseph. He 
died, it was said, but his body was not allowed to see corruption, and he 
would be raised again at the marriage supper of the thousand-year reign. 
He would have been carried to heaven in a chariot of fire, like Elijah, 
but died as a tribute to original sin, derived from Adam.— Hist. Jos., 
26. 28. 

See Langen'a Jvdentlium, pp. 491, 493. Godwyn’s Aaron and Moses, 
p. 38. 

d iKK\i)<ria (ecelesia). The word comes from the verb iKicaXtu, “ to call 

out, to call together,” and is equivalent to the Heb. (Kahal), “ con¬ 
gregation,” “ assembly.”—Judges xxi. 8. 1 Chron. xxix. 1. 2 Chron. 

xxiii. 3. Exod. xvi. 2. In Acts xix. 32, 39, it is translated 41 assembly.” 

e That Peter was the rock on which the Church was to be built up, see 
Bruch, Bib. Lex., vol. v. p. 55. Meyer, in loc. Holtzmann, Bib. Lex., 
vol, iv. p. 482. Pressel, p. 181, Hoss, vol. ii. p. 103. Kwald, vol. v. 

p. 401. 

Paulus (vol. ii. p. 2) paraphrases the words thus—“ Thou art a true 
Peter—a rock-like man—to Me ! and on this rock, upon the foundation 
held so firmly by thee,—that I am the true Messiah,—on the rock of thy 
confession will I build up those called from the world to be my spiritual 
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Temple. With this I lay on thee a great office. Thou shalt be, in that 
spiritual Temple-palace, the keeper of thekejB, who admits those allowed 
to enter. Lead in as such, the worthy, who are fit for the heaven-like 
kingdom. A great task will, however, lie on thee in this matter. Thou 
shalt diligently explain to men what the Diviue commands forbid or 
permit. And know thou that what thou, here below, declarest permitted, 
must be of that nature only which is permitted in heaven, where the will 
of God reigns supreme.” 

f 44 To bind and loose,” as shown by a great many illustrations in 
Lightfoot’s Hot. Heb., vol. ii. pp. 238—241, wa 9 a phrase of every-doy use 
among the Jews, for forbidding or permitting. It was, in fact, the 
common expression for the decisions of the Rabbis on any of the count¬ 
less points submitted to them. They “bound”—forbade—this; and 
“ loosed ”—permitted—that. Doors, in antiquity, were fastened by cords, 
in tying and loosing which keys were UBed. Hence, instead of speaking, 
as we do, of opening and shutting a door, they spoke of binding and 
loosing it. See Pratt’s Foxe's Martyrs, vol. viii. p. 772. 

* Dr. Aug. Wiinsche has published a series of extracts from the Rabbis, 
under the name of Die Leiden des Messias (Leipzig, 1870), to show 
that they taught the doctrine of a suffering Messiah ; but it is certain 
that the traces of their having done so are indecisive. This is my 
opinion, at least, after having read the book. 

b fXedis cot, sc. tffrv 6 8e6j, “ God be merciful to thee t " “ God forgive 
thee—Be it far from thee.” 


CHAPTER XLVII. 


* The appearance of Moses at the coming of the Messiah was taught 
by the Rabbis. 44 God, the Ever-Blessed, said, 4 0 Moses, as thou gavest 
thy life when thou wert alive, for Israel, so, also, in the times of tbo 
Messiah, when I shall send Elijah the prophet to them, you also, shall 
come, at the same time.’ ”—Debarim Rabba , § 3, 255. 2. 


b The Rabbis had disfigured and distorted the Soripture record of 
revelations by the voice of God, from heaven. They 8}>oke of a “Bath 
Xol,” that is, the daughter, or Echo, of the voice (of God). 44 Prom the 
time that Haggai, Zacharias, and Malachi died,” says the Talmud, 44 the 
Holy Spirit was taken away from Israel. Nevertheless, the Bath Kol was 
granted. For once, when the Rabbis were consulting in the chamber of 
the house of Gorijah, the Bath Kol came from heaven and said, 4 There 
is a man among you who is worthy that the Divine majesty should rest 
on him, but the age is unworthy of him. 4 Then the eyes of all were 
turned on Hillcl, the old, whom, when he died, they mourned as a holy 
man, and a true scholar of Ezra.” So, at the choice of It. Samuel. 
Many more details are given in Buxtorf, pp. 320*322. See also ltelaud’s 
Antiquitates Sac. Heb., p. 259. 


• 44 With tears” is wanting in A*, B, C* and A, and several versions, 
and is therefore rejected by Laohmann, Tischendorf, and Tregelles. 
44 Lord ” is, in the same way, wanting in the Sinaitic, Vatican, Alexan¬ 
drine, and other MSS., and is also rejected by the same authorities- 
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3 awapd^as, “ tore ” means not only “ rending,” but “ convulsing.” 
The word is used four times in the New Testament. In Mark i. 26, 
Schleusner translates the passage “ et totum ejns corpus convulsit et 
distorsit ”—“ and convulsed and distorted his whole frame.” 

In the present passage the Vulgate translates it “ conturbavit eum.” 
In verse 20 it is translated 11 tare,” and so in the fourth iustance, in Luke 
ix. 39. But in all these cases “convulsed” is the true meaning. 

6 Lachmann, Tisclieudorf, and Tregelles, on the authority of the 
Sinaitic and Vaticau MSS., and of many versions, read 6\tyowLariav, 
iustead of d-iriaTiav. But Meyer and De Wette retain the latter. I have 
incorporated both. 

f It was a familiar expression among the Jews for an eminent Rabbi, 
that he was a “rooter up, or a remover of mountains.” One was called 
so from his skill in clearing up difficulties; another, from “ his piercing 
judgment; ” of a third, who taught in the streets of Tiberias, it was said, 
there was no such “ rooter up of mountains ” in his day as he.— Liyht- 
J'oot, Hor. Heb. t vol. ii. p. 283. 

The grain of mustard seed was another proverbial expression for 
exceeding minuteness. 

s Tischendorf omits “ and fasting,” but Meyer, De Wette, Messner, 
and others retain it. 

11 TrapcTopevovro 6ia ttj $ TaXtXala s. 


CHAPTER XLVIII. 

“ From “to send.” The Jews called the messengers Shelahim: the 

Hellenists (Jews of foreign birth) used the Greek equivalent At6<tto\oi 
(apostoloi). , 

Buxtorf translates nv2\ Sheliach (the singular of Shelihim), as a 

Nuncius, or apostle ; that, is, a messenger of the Sanhedrim. The word 
was also used for an ecclesiastical servant who helped Levites, Priests, 
or the Head of the Synagogue, and also as the verger or caretaker of the 
synogogue, p. 2411. 

b The aggregate from the whole world may be judged from the fact, 
that the contributions from the Jews in Babylon alone had to be guarded 
across the desert by a force numbering thousands, for fear of the 
Parthians. 

c The plural “ sons ” is used by Jesus as identifying Himself with His 
disciples in ordinary conversation, but the application can only be made 
to Jesus, not to Peter, for Jesus alone was “the Son of God” in the 
sense implied in the argument. Curiously, this passage is used by the 
Roman Church to support the immunity of the clergy, as descended 
from Peter, from all taxation, or at least from ecclesiastical taxes. 

d There had been a fierce controversy between the Sadducees and the 
Pharisees about the didrachma. The Sadducees contended, from the 
words of the Law, Numbers xxviii. 4, that the daily morning and eveniug 
offerings should be paid from free contributions, not from the Temple 
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treasure. The Pharisees, on the other hand, likewise appealed to the 
Law, to prove that these offerings were the concern of the people as a 
whole. They carried their point, a*-d instituted a special Temple tax— 
the tax now demanded. To mark their victory, they would receive no 
coin except the old half-shekel of Simon the Maccabee ( Dicty . of the 
JUble, vol. ii. p. 410), which flattered the national feeling ns a Jewish 
silver coin—the only silver coin, indeed, struck in their long national 
history. Bee, also, Jost, vol. i. pp. 217, 218. 

Wieseler ( tieitrage , pp. 104-126) has a learned chapter in which he 
urges that the tax demanded was the Homan poll-tax. 

e A stater was four drachmas, and it is very noteworthy that we know 
from other sources, that at this period it was almost the only Greek 
imperial coin in circulation in the East, the didrachma being probably 
unknown, or very little coined. 

1 dwucovos (diaconos), “ the deacon.” It means in the New Testament: 
1st. A slave who waits at table.—Matt. xxii. 13. 2nd. One whoso 
services are used by or for another—the magistrate (for God). 3rd. 
Ministers, as diaconoi of God and of Christ, and also of men who serve 
the will of the devil.—Bom. xiii. 4. 1 Cor. iii. 1. 2 Cor. xi. 15. 4th. 

“ Deacons ” in the early Church. 

* When Jesus elsewhere says, “ He who is not with me is against me, 
and he who gathers not with me scatters abroad," it is no contradiction 
to the opposite-sounding words, *' He who is not against me is for me.” 
That was spoken of His deadly enemies ; this, of His friends. 

b fivXof dvuedt (mulos onikos), a mill-stone turned by an ass. It was 
much larger and heavier than the stones of hand mills.— Furrer, p. 122. 
Jiuxtorf, p. 2252. This was not a Jewish punishment {Land and Look, 
p. 642), but it was in use among the Greeks, Homans, Syrians, and 
Pheniciaus.— Casaub. ad Suet. Oct., p. 67, quoted by Meyer. 

1 Amidst the countless explanations of this difficult passage, I have 
given what seems to me most in keeping with the context. 

k The next verse, the 12th of Matt, xviii. is wanting in B, L*, 1", 13, 
33, and many versions, and is omitted by Lachmann, Tischendorf, and 
Tregelles. Some such words, however, being necessary to maintain the 
conuection of the text, I have used them. 

1 The simple rules of discipline instituted by Jesus were, apparently, 
those already in practice in the synagogues. Even at this day it is 
required, on the day before the great Day of Atonement, that Israelites 
who have a difference seek reconciliation. The offender, not as in Christ’s 
case the injured, is to go to him whom he baa wronged, and seek for* 
giveness. If not thus obtained, he is to take three persons with him, 
and go again. If the injured person wdll not, after all, forgive, the 
contrite offender is to take with him ten persons—reckoned “ a congre¬ 
gation," or, in our use of the Greek word, " ecclesia," which is the 
equivalent of the Hebrew “ congregation "—“ a church,” and in their 
presence say—“ Sirs, I have wronged this person, and now implore his 
pardon and forgiveness." If the offended one still refuse to forgive, the 
witnesses are to hold the offender clear in the sight of God and man.— 
ihlls' Jews, p. 170. See, also, Nork, p. 61. 

The promise of Jesus to be with any two or three of His Apostles 
gathered in His name, must have sounded to the Twelve as a direct 
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cbiim of supreme divinity, for it was an assumption for Himself of what 
the Rabbis taught as one of the special characteristics of God, in His 
relations to Israel. Where two or three sit together, said they, and read 
the Law, the Shechina is amongst them.— Nork~ p. 81. Gfrarer , vol. i. 
p. 303. 

m Over tfwo millions pounds sterling. An Attic talent was equal to 
about £216. That such a defalcation was possible, shows what the con¬ 
dition of the oppressed nationalities at that time was. The rapacity of 
Roman governors, in almost all cases, may be illustrated by that of 
Q. Metellus Scipio, Proconsul of Syria, b.c. 49-48, as painted by Caesar. 
— Bell. Civ., iii. 32. 

“ Meanwhile, the moneys demanded were sternly exacted from the 
whole province, and many additional ways of gratifying rapacity were 
invented. A head tax was levied on all slaves and freemen. Doors and 
columns were taxed, and other imposts were demanded in corn, or as 
soldier money, or for arms; boatmen, engines of war, and conveyances 
were requisitioned. If a new tax could be thought of, it was at once 
imposed. Military governors were put not only in cities, but almost in 
each village and mansion, and he was thought the best man, and the 
best citizen, who used his position most harshly and remorselessly. The 
province was full of lictors and officials, and swarmed with prefects and 
tax-collectors, who added to the taxes for their private gain, pretending 
that, being exiled from home and country, they needed to do so—thus 
covering dishonest acts by a fair excuse. Besides this, heavy usury was 
added to all the taxes, as generally happens in war. Such a state of 
things can be only equalled now, by the government or misgovernment 
of the Christian states subject to Turkey, as enumerated in the following 
official declaration (1876):— 

1. The small farmer complains that he has to give half his produce to 
the aga, or mayor; that the aga pays him four visits a year, and he has 
to maintain him and his followers while they remain. 

2. The tithes are farmed, and the_farmers exact ten times the amount 
prescribed by law. 

3. The rayahs have also to pay taxes and personal contributions. 

4. The cattle are counted in an iniquitous manner. 

5. A Christian prosecuted by a Turk, or who prosecutes a Turk, loses 
his suit, and is thrown into prison unless he has two Turkish witnesses. 

6. The Turks employ violence, carry off wives and daughters, and force 
them to embrace Islamism. 

7. If a Christian calls for justice against a Turk, he is sure not to live 
more than three days. 

8. The Turks hate our priests, churches, etc. 

9. We pay taxes and receive no education ; we have no schools. 

10. The rayah is obliged to work on roads for a week at a time, without 
pay or food. 

11. When horses are required for the army the rayah has his animalB 

taken. 

12. We cannot obtain justice in a court composed of savage Turks and 
only two Christians, who are forced to consent even to the death of the 
most honest Christians. 

13. If a poor Christian resists forced labour, or interferes to prevent 
hia horse being taken, he is sure to be beaten almost to death. 

14. If a Christian take a case into court, he can never get it settled 

77 
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'without bribing the judges to ten times the value of the matter tn 
dispute. 

15. There is no security under the Turkish Government. 

16. If an aga come to see you, he blasphemes against the Cross, eto. 

17. A Turkish judge obliged some rayahs to dry a lake for him. 

18. There is no probity in the Turkish Government; its agents, being 
ill-paid, commit illegal and violent acts. 

19. Turkish, which the rayahs do not understand, is used in the courts. 

20. Some rayahs drained a lake, and the Turks took away from them 
the land reclaimed. 

Substitute Boman for Turk, and you have Judea in the days of Christ. 

n Even among the Hebrews this could be done.—2 Kings iv. 1. The 
debts of Christ’s age were sometimes enormous. Thus, Caisar owed 
25,000,000 sestercii* £285,000 beyond his assets. Mark Antony, at the 
age of twenty-four, 6,000,000 sestercii = £69,000, and fourteen years 
later 40,000,000 sestercii«= £450,000. Curio owed 60,000,000 sestercii™ 
£675,000, Milo 70.000,000 sestercii = £825,000. It was a time of uni¬ 
versal corruption, the highest classes spending on political bribery as 
much as they could in any way get, to secure consulships, etc., by which, 
through the plunder of their governments, they might amass stupendous 
fortunes. The lower classes catching the infection, were equally un¬ 
principled, and the result was the vanishing of capital, the depreciation 
of real estate, countless bankruptcies, and an almost universal insol¬ 
vency at every political crisis. It was a frequent spectacle to see debtors 
pass into the position of dependents on their creditor; the humbler ones 
following in his train like slaves; the greater ones watching, even in the 
Senate, his nod or wink, to speak and vote as he wished.— Mommsen's 
Horn. Gesch ., vol. iii. p. 511. 

“ If a debtor failed to discharge hie liabilities to the State, he himself, 
and all that he had, were at once sold, without auy legal process : it was 
enough to prove the debt, that the State claimed it.” 

In private debts, if payment were not duly made, ” the king handed 
over the debtor to the creditor, who could lead him off, and hold him as 
a slave. After sixty days, during which the debtor was exposed thrice in 
the market-place, to see if any one would take pity on him, the creditor 
had the right to put him to death, and cut his body in pieces, or to Bell 
him, with his children and all he had. into slavery to another State, or 
to hold him as his own slave. Creditors had, moreover, private dun¬ 
geons, which were no better than living graves, and in these they often 
shut up their debtors for life."— Mommsen, vol. i. pp. 156,162. Things were 
only too much the same in Christ’s day. 


CHAPTER XLIX. 

4 The words (Luke ix. 64) “ as Elias did," are not in the 8inaitio or 
Vatican MBS. 

The fifty-fifth verse from “ and said,” and the whole of the fifty-sixth 
verse, are wanting in A, B, C, E, G, H, L, S, V, X, and many versions. 
They are therefore rejected by Lachmann, Tischendorf, and Tregellcs. 

b 5,4 fiiff or Xafiaplat koI roXiXaiar, between the two oountrics, with 
Bamaria on the soath and Galilee on the north. 
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« A striking illustration of the intense hatred between the Pharisees 
and Sadducees, was shown in the reign of Alexander Jannceus (b.c. 105- 
78). As one of the Asmonaean line, Alexander was high priest as well 
as king, and being a Sadducee in feeling, on one occasion ostentatiously 
poured the water brought daily from Siloam during the Feast of Taber¬ 
nacles, on the earth beside the altar, instead of upon it, as the Phari¬ 
sees, that is, the Babbis, enjoined. Instantly the attendant priests, and 
the multitude around, launched the citrons in their hands at his head. 
Enraged at the insult, Jannseus called in his soldiers, and slew several 
thousands of the rioters. This was only one instance of the bitterness 
of the feud between Sadducee and Pharisee. On another occasion 
Jannaeus crucified 800 of the latter.— Derenbourn, pp. 98, 99. 


d Lightfoot’s account is picturesque. “ At the close of the first day of 
the feast, they went down into the Court of the Women, and there pre¬ 
pared a great stage, the upper part of it for the women, the lower for 
men. There were golden lamps there, fixed to the wall, with cups of 
gold, below each of which four ladders were now set. Four young priests 
forthwith ascended with bottles of oil containing 120 logs (pints), which 
were emptied into the golden cup. Wicks had been made from the old 
linen robes of the priests, and there was not a street in Jerusalem that 
did not shine with the lights.” 

“The religious and devout danced before the lamps, torch in hand, 
singing hymns and doxologies. The Levites, with harps, cymbals, and 
other instruments, stood on the fifteen steps leading to the Court of the 
Men and sang. Two priests standing at the gate at the top of the steps, 
now advanced, sounding brave flourishes, ever and anon, till they reached 
the east gate of the Temple,” etc.—Quoted by Lightfoot (vol. iii. p. 312) 
from Succah , c. 5. hal. 2. 


6 The Jews settled in foreign countries, were divided by their country¬ 
men in Palestine into two great classes. The Jews of Babylon—a 
general name given to all Israelites settled in the East; and the “ dis¬ 
persed among the Gentiles”—^ dia<nropa tCjv 'EAX-jjmiH'— the Greek¬ 
speaking Jews, living in Egypt, Asia Minor, and other countries west of 
Palestine. Is this an incidental proof that our Lord spoke Greek as 
fluently and commonly as the Syro- Chaldaic dialect ? 


* The last day of the feast was called Qoshanna Babba, “ The great 

Hosanna.” The word Hosanna is made up of the two words, niPtJ'in 

(Hoshia), “ save,” and (na), “ now ; ”—and “ the great Hosanna ” is 

thus equivalent to the great day of prayer, because it was specially 
devoted to prayer for the salvation of the whole people and the remission 
of their sins, and for their welfare through the year, which began with 
the month Tisri. The prayers at the feast generally were hence called 
IIoBanna, and even the Lulabs and willows borne by the pilgrims got the 
same name, from their bearers shouting the word from time to time ub 
they went along.— Buxtorf, Lex., p. 993. 

The last day of the feast was especially great as that on which, as the 
Babbis taught, God made known by the look of the moon and of its rays 
His judgment respecting the future of each individual during the new 
.’'ear then just opened, and how each had been regarded by Him on the 
Day of Atonement in reference to the sins of the year past. Long 
details are given in the Talmud, of the astrological signs by which the 
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pardon and future lot of individuals might be read from the heavens on 
this night. 

It was held, also, that God fixed on this day how much rain was to fall 
in the coming year—which was tantamount to decreeing barrenness or 
fertility. 

Superstition thus largely increased tho popular excitement as the feast 
closed. See on this whole subject, Buxtorf, Syn. Judaiea, pp. 446-470. 


* In the Book Sohar we find the same metaphor, fol. 40, col. 4, “When 
a man turns to God he becomes like a spring of fresh living water, and 
streams flow out from him to all men.” 


CHAPTER L. 

* The narrative of the woman taken in adultery (John viii. 1-11) is not 
found in some of the MSS., but it was circulated in various texts os 
early, perhaps, as the second, certainly as the third, century. There can 
be no doubt that it is a genuine fragment of evangelical history, derived 
from some source which we do not now exactly know, and there needs be 
no hesitation in adopting it as the narrative of an incident in the life of 
Jesus. For a full statement of the overwhelming evidence in its favour, 
I would refer to the remarks of Meyer (Evan. d. Johann., pp. 273, 271), 
and of Liicke and ltosenmuller, in loc. It is u6elesB to trouble the reader 
with dry details. 

b “ Light is the name of the Messiah.”— Talmud, in Nork, p. 177. 
See, also, Bibel Lex., vol. iv, p. 15. 

c The middle-age book Sohar, has a similar expression. He who 
gives himself to the understanding of the Law is a free man .—On 
Numbers, fol. 73. 291, 

d " Thou art a Cuthite (a heathen from Cuth),'’ said R. Nnchmann to a 
Samaritan—“ no one among us would believe you as a witness in any 
matter.”— Jevahoth, fol. 47.1. 


CHAPTER LI. 

■ Ewald and others have supposed that Martha was the widow of 
Simon the Leper (Matt. xxvi. 6). Others, that Simon was her relation or 
friend (Grotius, Euinoel, Ebrard). Others, again, that he was the owner 
and main tenant of the house. But all these conjectures are arbitrary 
and unsupported. 

b irpocncvvtip, “to worship,” is used by John only of worship of the 
Divine being, iv. 20; xii. 20. 


CHAPTER LIL 

* It had been instituted by Judas Maocabieus, in b.c. 164, after his 
groat victories, and was celebrated by illuminations in every Jewish 
household in the land, in commemoration, it was said, of the legendary 
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finding, at the first celebration, of a bottle of the old holy oil, which had 
miraculously sufficed for the whole week’s demands—though it is more 
easy to think of such a display as the natural expression of universal 
joy. The Temple and every private house in Jerusalem were lighted up, 
within and without, by lanterns and torches, every evening during the 
eight days ; the front of the Temple was decked with crowns of gold and 
golden shields; no fast or mourning was allowed, and the crowds moved 
about in all the variety of Oriental gala dress, bearing branches of palms 
and other trees, and ever and anon filling the air with their songs and 
rejoicings. 

b So, in B, L, X, and many versions. Adopted by Lachmann, Tisch- 
endorf, and Tregelles. 

c tTvi>(8pio¥=ffiir, “together,” and 28pa, “a seat,” “an assembly, a 
sitting together.” 

d Dr. Thomson has an illustration of the ideas even now in force 
among the Jews as to Sabbath observance. “A Jew must not carry on 
the Sabbath even so much as a pocket handkerchief, except within the 
walls of his city. If there are no walls, it follows, according to their 
perverse logic, that he must not carry it at all. To avoid this difficulty 
here, in Safed, they resort to what they call Eruv. Poles are set up at 
the end of the streets, and strings stretched from one to the other. These 
strings represent a wall, and a conscientious Jew may carry his hand¬ 
kerchief anywhere within them. I was once amused by a devout Israel¬ 
ite who was walking with me, on his Sabbath, toward that grove of 
olive-trees on the north of the town, where my tent was pitched. When 
we came to the end of the street the string was gone ; and so, by another 
fiction, he supposed he was at liberty to go on without reference to what 
was in his pocket, because he had not passed the wall. 

“ A profane and most quarrelsome fellow once handed me his watch to 
wind just after sunset on Friday evening. It was now his Sabbath, and 
he could not work .”—Land and Book , pp. 275, 276. 

6 Son—not ass; vlbs— not 6i>o s.—Lachmann, Tischendorf, Tregelles, 
Meyer. 


CHAPTEB LIII. 

a The drachma in circulation in Palestine, was either the Grecian, 
which was worth 7£d., or the Phenician, which was worth something 
less. 

11 In the vivid words of St. Luke, they *' turned up their noses ” at 
Him, iK/ivKTrjal^eiy. 

0 Michaelis (Ein. in die Schr. des N. B., 2 Th. p. 118G), says, “The 
narrative of the rich man is not a mere moral invention, but refers per¬ 
sonally to the family of Hannas, the high priest, and his five sons. For 
the rich man with his five brothers, who, like himself, believed neither 
Moses nor the prophets, and, as it seems, had no fear of the world to 
come, can scarcely fail to be recognised in Jewish history, if one think of 
Caiaphaa, the son-in-law of Hannas, and on the five sons of Hannas (Ant. 
Jos ., xx. 1) who in succession held the office of high priest, but were, 
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notwithstanding, all of them Sadducees.” Striking, if it be so, that Jeans, 
in this parable, thus judged His future judge before the great day ! 

d ftp-jo ovaiv, “ seek,” is a weaker word than dyuvlfrode, 44 strive.” 


CHAPTER LIY. 

* inrm rmfu (bypopiadzo), fr. inr6, 44 under,” <5 \f/ (ops), 44 the eye,’* 44 to hit 
under the eye, to give a black eye." The Vulgate has “sugillet” “to 
beat black and blue.” Luther has 44 iibertanben,” 44 to talk one deaf." 

b The words ix veirijrAi fiov, 44 from my youth up,” are not in the 
best MSS. and are disallowed by Lachmann, Tiscbeudorf, and Trcgelles. 

c Buxtorf (p. 1722) quotes a proverb of the Rabbis which compares 
an impossibility to au elephant entering the eye of a needle. See strik¬ 
ing illustration in turer, p. 291. It is also notioed in Bakes, p. 189. 

d The Sinaitic and Vatican MSS. omit ,4 for them that trust in riches.” 
Lachmann and Tregelles retain these words. Tischendorf omits them. 

* Std/corot (diaconos), 44 servant, minister,” is intensified in the next 
lino to SoOXos (doulos) 44 slave.” 

* Belov — Josephus. 

s Bar-Timaeus. Bar P3), ” son.” Tim feus was a Greek name, though 

father and son were evidently Jews. The father must havo been after¬ 
wards known as a Christian to cause his name to have been given. 

h A mina (or pound) was equal to 100 drachm®. Each of these was 
nominally worth 7Li., but its purchasing value was equal to perhaps 
3e. 4d. of our money. The sum given would, thus, be about £3 2s. 6 d., 
though, in reality, it waB of as much value then as about £17 now. See 
Dicty. of Bible (Weights and Measures), and Robinson's Lexicon (Art. 

fiva). 


CHAPTER LV. 

* The Rabbis, in their extravagance, maintained that the Messiah 
would rido on the same ass as oarried the wood of Isaac's sacrifice, 
which, itself, was the foal of the ass created at the beginning of the 
world. See Eisenmenger, vol. ii. p. 697. 

b Quoted as usual from the Greek. I give Augusti and De Wette’s 
translation. 

0 BijBavia —Bethany—'3'H JIS). Bethphage—KJ9 rQor J1£. The 

3$ (Pag) is the unripe fig which hangs on the tree over winter.—Cant, 
ii. 13. There are three kinds of figs in Palestine:— 

1. The early fig. The Bekurah (Bikurim, the first-fruits, DHJ)3). 

After a gentle winter it ripens at the end of June, but perhaps 
earlier, round Jerusalem. 

2 . The summer fig (Kermus—Arab.). It ripens in August, and 

is dried and mode into cakes, eto., to preserve it. It forms the 
main crop. 
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3 . The Pag (the winter fig, or nnripe fig). It ripens only after the 
leaves have fallen, and after gentle winters hangs on the tree 
till next spring.— Winer, Heal W. D., Art. Feigenbauvi. Tobler, 
Denkbldtter am Jcrus., pp. 101-103. Eicald, vol. v. p. 523. 
Bleek, p. 312. Land and Book, p. 349. Tristram, p. 352. 

4 Force of the word used, Xi/^xdw. 


CHAPTER LYI. 

* Tischendorf rejects the words “ and with all the soul.” Lachmann 
puts them in brackets. 


CHAPTER LYH. 

a The lepton was the eighth of an as ; the as, the tenth part of a 

denarius. 

b At that time wars will rise on the earth ; nation will be against 
nation and city against city; many troubles shall come on the enemies of 
Israel.— Sohar Chadash, f. 8. 4. 

If thou 6eest kingdoms rising against kingdoms, then watch and look 
for the footstep of the Messiah.— Beresh. Rabba, 42 f. 41. 1. 

c Deceitful and designing men, under the pretence of inspiration, 
plotted innovations and revolutions in the government of the country, 
and misled the multitude, till they got them worked up to behave like 
madmen.— Jos. Bell. Jud., ii. 13. 4. 

4 “ Hie locus est, partes ubi se via findit in ambas 
Dextera, quee Ditis magni sub moenia tendit; 

Hac iter Elysium nobis : at lteva malorum 
Exercet pcenas, et ad impia Tar tar a mittit.” 

— Virg. 2En. vi. 542-545. 


CHAPTER LYHI. 

a Three hundred pence is the very sum stated by Pliny (Nat. 
Hist., xii. 12). At six times their nominal value in that day, which 
would, perhaps, be near their equivalent now, three hundred pence would 
be equal to about £60.— Lightfoot, Hor. Heb., vol. ii. p. 448. Winer, 
rt. Narde. 

b yivofiivov— in B, L, X, etc., adopted by Tischendorf and Tregelles. 
The present participle harmonizes the account with that of the other 
Evangelists. 

c Charoseth (nDHrj) was a dish composed of dates, figs, etc., of a 

brick colour, to remind them of the bricks and mortar of Egypt. Bux- 
torf says it was of dry dates, or figs, or dried grapes, and the like, 
pounded and made up with vinegar, eto.— Lex. Talm., p. 831. The dish 
itself (rpvpXiov) was for liquids, and held about half a pint.— Diet . of 
Antiquities. 
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CHAPTEB LIX. 

Ter limen tetigi, ter sam revocatns; et ipse 
Indulgens animo pes mihi tardus erat. 

Baepe, valedicto, rursas sum molta locutus, 

8aepe eadem mandate dedi.”— Ovid. Trist., i. 3. 55 (. 

b The Greek words translated in our version “ because I go to tbs 
Father,” are omittod by Tischendorf and Tregelles. They are wanting 
in B, D, L, and in many versions. 


CHAPTEB LX. 


* If the name Zion be correctly given to the hill west of Moriah. 
Lieut. Conder thinks it was a hill one and three quarter miles west from 
the Jaffa gate.— Pal. Repts., January , 1877, p. 21. 

Dean Stauley, also, has questioned the correctness of the present use 
of the name. 


b A oohort was 500 men. A *' band ”—possibly a maniple, tbe third 
of the cohort, though the name is sometimes given to even a smaller 
number—is named by St. John, xviii. 3. 

A chiliarch—the title used by St. John—is the Greek equivalent of a 
“ tribune of the soldiers ”—tribunes militum. It means, literally, “ the 
commander of a thousand.” There were 6ix in a legion of from five to 
six thousand men, so that a chiliarch or tribune was equivalent to our 
lieutenant-colonel. 

It is to be noted, however, that the word awtlpa (speira) translated 
“ a band ” in our version, is generally used as the equivalent of the term 
“ cohort,” so that it is not impossible that a large force was sent to Geth- 
semane, under a superior offioer, in case of an attempt at rescue. See 
Diet, of Antiquities , Art. Kxereitus. Also Wahl , Sehleusner, and Robin- 
ton’s Lexicons of the Greek Test. 


CHAPTEB LXL 

* So translated in the Vulgate, in Luther’s German version, and in 
Davidson’s Tischendorf. In the translation used in our own version, 
however, it is tbe common Babbinical form of clear affirmation. Tbe 
Divine Majesty is spoken of by Je9us as (< The Power ”—an abstraction 
current among the Babbis, and seen, yet, in the Talmud.— Buxt. Lex. % 
p. 385. 


CHAPTEB LXII. 

* There is thought to be a difficulty in connection with John's words 
(rviii. 28), which seem as if the Passover had not yet come. The fullest 
and best discussion of the point, so far as I have seen, is that in 
MeClellan’e New Testament, pp. 486 fl. (Macmillan, 1875.) Strange to 
say, Paulus (vol. iii. p. 220) takes the view I have given, though Meyer 
and De Wette, not to mention Alford, and Canon Westcott, think the 
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Passover was yet future. The old Law required those who were to par¬ 
take of a feast to be Levitically clean for three days before, but the three 
days had been latterly shortened to one.— Ewald's Alterthiimer , p. 143. 
Luthardt's Evan. Juh ., vol. ii. p. 392. 

b Herod raised his “ judgment seat ” in the theatre.— Jos. Ant., xvii. 
6 . 3. Philip, on the highways.—xviii. 4. 6 . Agrippa I. before the people. 
—Acts xii. 4. Pilate, in the circus.— Bell. Jud., ii. 9. 3. Florus, before 
the palace, in Jerusalem.—ii. 14. 8 . 

c From K233, “ a hill.” Buxt., p. 377. Compare our English word, 

m . 

gibbous, “ convex, hump-backed.” The name “ Pavement ” (Xidjarpuror), 
was a tesselated pavement of different colours, on which Roman prtetors 
and procurators had their Bema (fUr/na), or official chair, as judges, set. 
Caisar carried with him, on his campaigns, such a pavement. 

d The word is Xagirpcs —which is translated, in our version (Luke xxiii. 
11 ), gorgeous. Of angels’ robes and of the morning star (Acts x. 30; 
Rev. xxii. 16), bright. James ii. 2, goodly apparel. James ii. 3 , gay 
clothing. Rev. xv. 6 ; xix. 8 . white linen. Rev. xviii. 14, goodly fruits. 
Rev. xxii. 1 , clear as crystal. 

0 Bar Abbas. The Son of a Father, i.e. of a Rabbi. 

1 In the Vatican and corrected Sinaitic, the word eVSucran-es, “stripped, 
put off,” is rightly changed into irdva-avres, “ clothed, put on.” Ho had 
been entirely stripped, to be scourged. 

e Matthew (xxvii. 45), Mark (xv. 25), and Luke (xxiii. 44) agree in 
saying that it was the third hour (from 6 a m.) when Jesus was finally 
given up for execution. John, on the other hand (xix. 14), says it was 
about the sixth hour (12 noon). But without any laboured theory about 
difference of calculation, how easily, as Liicke remarks (vol. ii. p. 488), 
might the Greek numeral T ( 7 ') =3 have been changed by accident into 
S"' = 6 —in the MSS. of John’s Gospel, from which ours have been 
copied. But even this is not needed, for as Ewald (vol. v. p. 574 ) points 
out, John perhaps speaks of the time of the actual nailing to the cross, 
the other evangelists of the starting to it. The preparations, the march, 
etc., etc., may well have taken up the interval till noon. 


CHAPTER LXIII. 


8 In Acts i. 18, it is said that Judas bought the field; in Matthew, 
that the priests bought it. The apparent difficulty is simply a mis¬ 
translation of the word tur-goaro in Acts. Schleusner (Lex.) and Rosen- 
miiller (Scholia —Acts i. 18) rightly explain it as meaning “Judas, by his 
unholy reward, afforded the means of buying the spot.” Schleusner 
quotes an apt illustration from Josephus.— Ant. Jud., ix. 8. 3. 

b (The JewB) first put the condemned person to death, and then 
hanged him on a tree, but the custom of the (Roman) Empire is first to 
hang (crucify) them, and then put them to death.— Sanhed. in Gemura, 
quoted by Lightfuot, vol. ii. p. 365. 


0 Quinct. Decl., p. 274. Thus, when we crucify criminals, the most 
frequented roads are selected, where the 


and be struck with fright at the lesson. 


multitude may see everything. 
See, also, Malt, xxvii. 39. 
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d Haso and Meyer distrust the proofs of any covering, and the Fathers, 
Athanasius, Ambrose, and Origen, speak of entiro nudity. The body- 
cloth seems to have been restricted to inflictions of death by thu Jews. 
The liomans had no such tenderness. Polycarp was martyred entirely 
naked.— Eus., iv. 5. The soldiers would hardly lose any part of 
their perquisites of the clothes for the sake of delicacy. The Jews, like 
the Romans, stripped these about to bo put to death ; but the Minima 
prescribes that a person crucified is to wear a cloth round his loins.— 
Sepp, vol. vi. p. 330. tichenkel (p. 306) thinks that Jenus was stripped 
entirely naked. Hug, quoted by Winer, was of Sepp’s opinion.— Kreu- 
zigung , It. W, B. Keim (vol. iii. p. 415) also thinks crucified persons 
were stripped entirely naked. 

• The triple inscription on the Cross was, probably, very nearly as 
under. The Aramaic— Jesus, tux Nazahene, Kino of the Jkwh. The 
Greek— This is Jbbds, the Kino or the Jews. The Latin—Tux Kino 
or the Jews. 



* It is impossible to know in what sense our Lord used this word. 
The dying thief, however, would doubtless understand it in the sonso in 
which his nation then employed it. 

g It is impossible to explain the origin of this darkneBB. The Pass- 
over moon was then at the full, so that it could not have been an eclipso. 
The earlier Fathers, relying on a notice of an eclipse that seemed to 
coincide in time, though it really did not, fancied that the darkness was 
caused by it, but incorrectly. Paulus thinks it was the darkness pre- 
ceding an earthquake. Meyer, that it was supernatural. 

h For He U8eo 1116 Aramaio '!!?$. For 'jnpig, He uses the 

Aramaio 

• ■ 

* Dr. Walshe, quoted by Sir James Y. Simpson, in Ifatma, p. 837. 
See, also, Sepp , vol. vi. p. 394. Excold's Geselnchte, vol. v. p. 584. 
Stnmd on 27 u Ehxjtical Catue of the Death of Christ, London, 1847, pp. 

94 fl, and 399 ff. 

k JV3 (Baith Olamo) 14 his everlasting house.”—Eccles. xii. 5. 

dS’U' \*n, 44 everlasting life.” Dan. xii. 2. 


CHAPTER LXIY. 

* The words 44 and of a honeycomb " are omitted by Tischcndorf and 
Lachmann, and put in brackets by Tregellcs. 
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Abia, the priestly course of, i. 89. 
Abib, the month, i. 409. 

Acre, i. 22 ; bay of, 154. 

Actium, battle of, i. 44. 

Active virtues, benedictions on the, 
ii. 67. 

Adam, fables of Rabbis respecting, 
i. 241, 242. 

Adultery, the woman taken in, ii. 

279. 

Age, respect for, i. 548. 

Agrippa, i. 52; gate of, in the temple, 
i. 121. 


Ahriman, i. 129, 130. 

Akra, 199. 

Alexander Jannseus, i. 27, 545. 
Alexander, son of Aristobulus, i. 28. 
Alexander and Aristobulus, sons of 
Mfl.ria. mn ft, i. 53; put to death, 
by Herod, 56. 

Alexandra, Queen, i. 27. 
Alexandrian Jews, i. 142. 
Almsgiving, Jewish and Christian 
doctrines of, ii. 75. 

Altar of burnt offering, i. 91. 
Amestris, wife of Xerxes, i. 408. 

‘ Am-ha-aretzin,’ the, i. 62, 238. 
Amos, date of, i. 247. 

Amphitheatre in Jerusalem, i. 198. 
Andrew, St., call of, i. 439; cha¬ 
racter of, ii. 46. 

Angel, appearance to Zacharias, i. 

94; to Mary, 100. 

Angels, seen over Bethlehem, i. 
117; hymns of the, 539; 


secret names of, n. 131. 

Anna, reputed mother of Mary, i. 

105 ; legends respecting, 126. 
Annas, the high priest, i. 215. 
Annunciation, the, i. 100. 


Anointing oil, i. 81. 

Anointing head and feet, ii. 117 
sick with oil, ii. 608. 

Antigonus, son of Aristobulus, i. 
29, 35, 37, 38. 

Antipas, i. 248; goes to Rome, 
251; revenue of, 252; at 
Machaerus, 397; at Rome, 404; 
reference of Christ to, 405; 
long reign of, 407 ; birthday 
of, 407 ; ii. 172, 173, 201, 343, 
471. 

Antipater, father of Herod, i. 27- 
32. 

Antipater, son of Herod, 54; plots 
against Herod, 56; death of, 
57. 

Antonia, the fortress of, i. 200. 

Antony and Cleopatra in Egypt, i. 
35; death of, 44. 

Apocrypha, Christian, i. 532; 
Jewish, 559. 

Apologue, Jewish, i. 173. 

Apostles, call of first four, ii. 1,40 ; 
Christ’s demand from those 
called to be, 41; why taken 
from children of the people, 
43 ; names of the twelve, 44 ; 
human weakness of the, 47; 
choice of the twelve, 50 ; edu¬ 
cation of the, 161,166; sending 
forth of the twelve, 169 ; in¬ 
structions to the, 170 ; earthly 
ambition of, 359-361; gross 
ideas of the, 218, 246, 252, 
416, 572; taught the need of 
humility, 253, 254 ; to judge 
the Tribes of Israel, 356. 

April in Palestine, i. 469. 

Archelais, i. 260. 
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Arohelaus, i. 148; hatred of Jews 
to, 248; territory left to, by 
Herod, 248 ; revolt against, at 
his father's death, 250; goes 
to Home, 250; deputation of 
Jews protest against, at Borne, 
251; gets his kingdom, 252; 
revenue of, 252 ; exile of, 260; 
282. 

Aretas, i. 257, 284. 

Argob, i. 304. 

Aristobulus, son of Queen Alexan¬ 
dra, i. 27, 28,29, 41; drowned 
by Herod, 42. 

Ascension, the, ii. 571. 

Asceticism, its principle, i. 342; 
in various religious, 342-350; 
not favoured by the Jews, 
389. 


Asmoneans, chronology of later, L 
520. 


Ass, said to be worshipped in 
Temple, i. 311; Jewish honour 
paid to the, ii. 372. 

Astrology, early, i. 134-5 ; Jewish, 
136-7; mediffival, 137. 

Athronges, the Zealot, i. 256, 
257. 

Atonement, great day of, i. 95,210, 
223. 

Augustine, sermon of, i. 541. 

Augustus, the emperor, i. 23; uni¬ 
versal power of, 24, 45, 108; 
in Syria, 47. 


B. 

" Baal,” meaning of, L 134. 

Babylonian Jew, pride of, i. 131. 

Baca, Valley of, i. Ill; Mizpeh.i. 

111 . 

Bagoas, plot of, i. 54. 

Balaam, i. 138, 140, 141. 

Balsam plantations of Jericho, i. 
43 . 

Banus, an anchorite described by 
Josephus, i. 357. 

Baptism, made prominent by John, 
i. 374 ; how far known to the 
Jewish Church, 374 ; signifi¬ 
cance of, 375; of Jesus, im¬ 
portance of, in His great work, 
411.413; not administered by 
Christ but by His disciples, 



483 ; the significance of, 484, 
485; mode of John’s, 605; 
place of, 566. 

Baptist, the, his birth foretold, i. 
94 ; arrest of, 485 ; at Enon, 
486; humility of the, 487; 
excitement at fate of, 611; 
teaching of, contrasted with 
that of Christ, 513; birth¬ 
place of, 625; in prison, ii. 
107, 108; mission to Jesus, 
108-111; Christ’s eulogy on, 
109 ; hatred of, by the Rabbis, 
111 . 

Barabbas, ii. 511. 

Bar Cochba, i. 136. 

Barley, ears of, disciples pluck, on 
Sabbath, ii. 97, 190. 

Barren fig-tree, parable of the, ii. 
167, 377-381. 

Barren fig-trees, ii. G06. 

Bashan, i. 303,305. 

Baskets, Jewish, ii. G08, 610. 

Bath Kol, the, ii. 612. 

Bathing as a means of cure, ii. 87. 

“ Batlanifla,” the, i. 179. 

Bazaar in Jerusalem, i. 212. 

Beast, the number of the, i. 554. 

Beelzebub, ii. 698; Christ’s mir¬ 
acles attributed to, 133, 161, 
273, 305. 

Bees, wild, in desert, i. 355. 

Bethabara, i. 388. 

Bethany, family of, ii. 291-293; 
the village of, 292; Christ 
summoned to, 309 ; Jesus at, 
368,370. 

Bethesda, pool of, ii. 67, 592, 593. 

Bethlehem, journey of Joseph and 
Mary to, i. 109; road from, to 
Jerusalem, 120; slaughter of 
innocents at, 141. 

Bethpliage, ii. 372. 

Bethsaida, ii. 219. 

Betbshean, i. 291. 

Betrothal in England in Shak- 
spere's day, i. 99 ; Jewish, 99, 
529. 

Bible, a book for all lands, i. 16. 

Bigotry condemned by Christ, ii« 
80. 

** Bill of divorcement,” i. 99. 

“ Binding and loosing,” i. 72,169 

ii. 012. 
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Birthday rejoicings at Machaerus, 

i. 407. 

u Black death, the,” supposed to be 
caused by the stars, i. 137. 
Blasphemy, Christ charged with, ii, 

307. 

Blind Bartimeus, ii. 363. 

Blind man, cure of, at Capernaum, 

ii. 100 ; cure of, at Bethsaida, 
220; cure of, on Sabbath, 298 ; 
brought before the council, 
30 °. 

Blind men cured at Jericho, ii. 263. 
Blindness in the East, ii. 363. 
Bottles, skin, ii. 580. 

Boyhood, precocity of Jewish, i. 
213. 

Bread of Heaven, the, ii. 182. 
Bride, dress of Eastern, i. 418. 
Brotherhood, of man, unknown to 
antiquity, ii. 71, 72; taught by 
Christ, 73 ; to Christ, 138. 
Burial, modern Jewish, i. 193; 
Jewish, ii. 595. 

Burying the dead, a sacred duty 
among the Jews, ii. 595. 

C. 

“ Cabul,” given to Hiram of Tyre, 

i. 291. 

Caesar, helped in Egypt by Anti¬ 
pater, i. 29; in Africa, 31; 
murder of, 32; “ should tribute 

be paid to?” ii. 393. 

Caesarea, description of, i. 48, 
571. 

Caesarea Philippi, i. 306 ; Christ at, 

ii. 207, 221 ; scenery round, 

222 . 

Caiaphas, high priest, i. 277; ii. 

316, 430, 472, 489. 

Calendar, Jewish ecclesiastical, i. 
189. 

Caligula, barbarity of, to a slave, i. 
409. 

Callirhoe, i. 395. 

Camels’ hair, dress of, i. 372. 

Cana of Galilee, i. 446; Jesus at 
marriage at, 450, 507, 572. 
Capernaum, i. 458-464 ; houses of, 
466; reasons forChrist’s choice 
of, 467 ; healing of ruler’s son 
at, 508; Christ again at, 512 ; 


town of, 573; Christ returns 
to, ii. 17,104, 124, 130 ; Christ 
at, 156; discourse of Christ 
at, 179-185; Christ leaves, 
218. 

Caravan, description of a, i. 215. 

Carmel range, i. 154. 

Carlyle, on Christ, i. 2. 

Cassius, i. 32. 

Cato, ideas of morality of, i. 26. 

Cave dwellings, i. 114. 

Caverns at Nazareth, i. 152. 

Caves in Palestine, i. 536. 

Census, Homan, i. 108 ; of Quiri- 
nus, rebellion against, 270; 
the Roman, 533, 534; Jewish, 
534. 

Centurion’s slave, cure of the, ii. 
104, 105. 

Channing, on Christ, i. 2. 

Charoseth, i. 206; ii. 621. 

Chief corner stone, the, ii. 386. 

Chief priests at time of Christ's 
death, ii. 473. 

“ Chief seats,” i. 177. 

Child, spirit of a demoniac cast out 
by Christ, ii. 253. 

Childbirth, purification after, rules 
for, i. 120. 

Childlessness, grief for, among 
Jews, etc., i. 81. 

Childlike spirit, need of, ii. 351. 

Children, Jewish love of, i. 159; 
Christ blesses, ii. 350. 

Chorazin and other towns de¬ 
nounced, i. 219; ii. 112. 

Christ, lofty claims of, i. 5 ; unsel¬ 
fishness of, 5 ; characteristics 
of religion of, 5 ; character of, 
5 ; only by degrees estimated 
aright even by Mary, 102; 
birth of, peace at, 25 ; birth of, 
season of, 114 ; legends re¬ 
specting, 115; carried to Egypt, 
126; contrast of natures in, 
147 ; life of, at Nazareth, 154, 
156; influence of Nazareth on, 
155 ; shows influence of syna¬ 
gogue, 187; youthful beauty 
of, 216; youth of, 220; His 
knowledge of the Scriptures, 
226, 227 ; close observation of 
life and nature by, 229 ; de¬ 
velopment of higher nature 
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of, at Nazareth, 230; con¬ 
trasted with the Rabbis, 245; 

“ brothers of,” 331; descen¬ 
dants of family of, under Do- 
mitian, 331; portraits of, 
427; appearance of, 428-432; 
statue of, alleged to have 
been at Panias, 428; returns 
to John after the temptation, 
436; character of, its many- 
sidedness, 453; teaching of, 
originality of, 482 ; opposition 
to, 485, 489; leaves Judea, 
489, want of success of, 490 ; 
goes to Samaria, 490 ; preach¬ 
ing in Judea, burden of, 486; 
preaching of, 514; at Sea of 
Galilee, 615 ; family of Mary, 
mother of, 529; genealogies 
of, 531; date of birth of, 537; 
Rabbis believed, would come 
from David, 544; forms of 
worship in days of, 549; 
stature of, 668; appearance 
of, 668; names given to» by 
contemporaries, 570; address 
in synagogue of Capernaum, 
ii. 3 ; miracles of, 6-8 ; sym¬ 
pathy and goodness of, 6 ; self- 
sacrifice of, 8; nights spent in 
prayer, 10, 16; popularity of 
preaching of, 11, 18; exhaust¬ 
ing labours of, 17; opposition 
to, 19 ; sinlessness of, 24; and 
Rabbis, contrast between, 25; 
lowliness of, 39; human edu¬ 
cation of, 52 ; not a scholar of 
the Rabbis, 52; addresses of, 
characteristics of, 63; law of 
oaths of, 66 ; disdain of ritual 
observances, 121; discourse | 
of, 127; dress of, 127 ; orowds 
attending, 129; thought to be 
beside Himself, 138; popular¬ 
ity of, 129-142 ; discourses of, 
146 ; sent away from Gadara, 
166; rejected at Nazareth, 
164; missionary tour of, 165 ; 
hears news of death of the 
Baptist, 173; daily life of, 
119, 121-123; in the storm, 
162; interview of, with His 
mother, 162; kingdom, spiri¬ 
tuality of, 195; opposed to | 


ceremonialism, 196, 199, 223; 

ideas of people respecting, 201; 
announces to the Twelve His 
approaching death, 203; crisis 
in life of, 222 ; habitual com¬ 
munion with His Heavenly 
Father, 225; ideas of His 
contemporaries respecting, 
225 ; predicts His own violent 
death, 230; undesigned temp¬ 
tation of, by Peter, 231 ; 
suffering the condition of dis- 
cipleship of, 232; forced to 
move with caution, 245; again 
predicts His violent death, 
246; kingdom demands hu¬ 
mility, 251; goes up to Jeru¬ 
salem, 264; opinions respect¬ 
ing, 269; present at Feast of 
Tabernacles, 270; confusion 
of authorities regarding, 270; 
want of rabbinical training of, 
271; the council tries, for 
Sabbath breaking, 277; sub¬ 
limity of language and claims 
of, 285; charged with having 
a devil, 288; claims equality 
with God, 274; age of, 289; 
Divine claims of, 290; crowd 
threatens to stone, 807; at¬ 
tractiveness of, 326; on His 
own kingdom, 340; coming 
of, 841 ; predicts His own 
death, 359; kingdom, prece¬ 
dence in, 361; determines to 
enter Jerusalem publicly, 371; 
enters Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday, 373-377; conspiracy 
against, 382; violence at¬ 
tempted against, 388; serenity 
of, amidst danger, 390; all 
parties unite against. 396; 
character of, 406; last inter- 

a 

cessory prayer of, 466; burden 
on soul of, beforo His death, 
476; arrest of, 480; charges 
against, 488; Jewish trial of, 
489-496; condemnation of, by 
priests, 495; maltreatment 
of, 495; mooked by Pilate's 
soldiery, 516; before Pilate, 
600-622; addresses the women 
on the way to the cross, 529; 
died of a broken heart, 541; 
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burial of, 544; His teaching 
not derived from the Rabbis, 
587; phrases peculiar to, 597. 

Christianity is spiri.ual, ii. 51; 
moves in a sphere distinct 
from that of the State, 395. 

Church and State identical in an¬ 
tiquity, ii. 395. 

Circumcision, i. 118; on eighth 
day, 118, 528. 

Cisterns, underground, i. 153. 

Civil wars of Rome, i. 25. 

Classes, no proscribed, in Christi¬ 
anity, ii. 33. 

Claudius, on Christ, i. 2. 

“ Cleanness,” ceremonial, .i 121, 
221; illustrations of, 234 ; ii. 
31, 32. 

Cleopas, i. 562. 

Cleopatra, ambitious designs of, i. 
20, 42, 43, 44. 

“ Cloak,” the, ii. 586. 

Clopas, i. 331. 

Clothing, ii. 586. 

Coasts of Tyre, Christ visits the, 
ii. 204. 

“Coat,” the, ii. 586. 

Coins, Roman, i. 556. 

Cold water, the cup of, ii. 256. 

Commandments, Christ on the, ii. 
352, 400; “ great and small,” 
399. 

Conscience, Christ’s teaching re¬ 
specting, i. 10. 

Cojionius, Procurator, i. 264, 276. 

“Corban,” i. 281; ii. 196, 585, 
609. 

Courtesy, Eastern, ii. 116. 

Courts, different, of the Temple, i. 
89. 

Crassus, i. 28 ; head of, shown at 
a Parthian banquet, 409. 

Creation, Rabbinical fables respect¬ 
ing, i. 244. 

Creditor and debtor, parable of, ii. 
118. 

Cross, title on the, ii. 624. 

Crucifixion, punishment of, i. 258 ; 
origin of, ii. 525; mode of, 
under the Romans, 526; the, 
of Christ, 531-541, 623, 624. 

Cubit, the, i. 525. 

Cyrus, i. 59. 


D. 

Daily religious life, Jewish, i. 167. 
Dancing, public,among the Romans, 

i. 407. 

Daniel, visions of, i. 310. 

Darkness at-the crucifixion, ii. 624. 
David, well of, at Bethlehem, i. 112; 

youthful beauty of, 216. 
Day,Babylonian,i.543; Jewish,168. 
De Wette, on Christ, i. 3. 

Deacon, meanings of word, ii. 614. 
Deaf man, cure of, near Caesarea 
Philippi, ii. 208. 

Death, ceremonies at a Jewish, and 
burial, ii. 310. 

Debtor, liable to be sold as a slave, 

ii. 616. 

Debts, private, of great men in 
antiquity, ii. 616. 

Decapolis, i. 283, 302 ; ii. 207. 

“ Dedication,” Feast of the, i. 177; 
ii. 306. 

Delitzsch, imaginary description of 
Christ's appearance by, i. 432. 
Demoniac boy, disciples fail to cure, 
ii. 242 ; Christ cures, 243-245. 
Demoniacal performances of fan¬ 
atics at Algiers, ii. 576. 
Denarius, the Roman, ii. 394. 
Devil-dancer, Indian, ii. 573. 
Devils, spells for casting out, ii. 

575, 598. 

Diabolic possession, ii. 4; cure of 
a man with, 5. 

Dining, Eastern, ii. 115; Jewish, 
customs, 319. 

Diplois, the, i. 567. 

Disciples, first, of Christ, i. 438; 
simple children of the people, 
439; Christ’s strictness re¬ 
specting admission of, 476 ; 
second call of, by Christ, 517 ; 
applicants to be, ii. 151; great 
secession of, from Christ, 
i85. 

Discipleship, marks of true, ii. 

261; conditions of, 265, 325. 
Disease ascribed to devils, ii. 595. 
“Dispersion,” the Jewish, i. 195; 
in Rome, .311. 

Dives and Lazarus, parable of, ii. 
335. 

Divisions of Jewish Scriptures, ii* 
684 
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Divorce, Rabbis on, ii. G5, 347; 

Christ’s law of, 65, 348. 

Dogs, street, i. 149 ; ii. 206, 591. 

Doves, sale of, in Temple, i. 122, 

21G,.640, 574. 

Doxology, i. 210. 

Draught of fishes, miraculous, i. 
516. 

Dreams, i. 259, 260. 

Dress, ancient Jewish, i. 179, 180 ; 
at Nazareth, 151, 152 ; in Es- 
draelon, 152. 

Drunkenness, Hebrew opinion re¬ 
specting, i. 451. 

Dumb, cure of man who was, ii. 160. 


E. 

East, Conservatism of, i. 166. 

4 ‘ Eating the flesh,” metaphor of, 
ii. 184. 

Eder, tower of, i. 116. 

Edom, hatred of, by Jews, i. 246 ; 
denounced by prophets, 247; 
conquered by John Hyrcanus, 

247. 

Edomites, forced to submit to cir¬ 
cumcision, i. 247; Book of 
Jubilees on, 247. 

Education, advances most in in¬ 
fancy, i. 160 ; of Jewish child¬ 
ren, 161, 164. 

Egg, when unclean, i. 240. 

Egypt, ritualism in ancient, L 
240. 

Egyptian idolatry, i. 144. 

Elders, Jewish, ii. 595. 

Elijah, reappearance of, Jewish 
belief in the, ii. 241, 596; pan¬ 
egyric on, by Son of Sirach, 
109. 

Elizabeth, mother of the Baptist, 
i. 88. 

Emmaus, appearance of Christ to 
disciples going to, ii. 555-558. 

Emperors, Roman, who were 
foreigners, ii. 688. 

Endor, i. 291. 

Enemy, Roman idea of an, ii. 71. 

Engedi, i. 353. 

Enoch, the Book of, i. 817* 

Enon, i. 389. 

Ephraim, Christ at, ii. 917. 


Esdraelon, plain of, i. 21,110, 161, 
291, 519. 

Esdras, visions of, i. 310, 322. 
Essencs, the, i. 30, 3-12-350, 354; 
compared with the Rabbis, 

349. 

Eternal life, how to secure, ii. 293. 
Ethnarch, the title, i. 545. 

Evening sacrifice, i. 211. 

Evil spirits, “ possession ” by, ii. 
572. 

Exile, return of Jews from, i. 59; 
date of, 60; number who came 
back from, 60. 

Exodus, Egyptian version of, i. 144. 
Exorcisms, Jewish, ii. 131. 

F. 

Faith, power of, ii. 391; prayer of 
Apostles for increase of, 338. 
Family life in Israel, i. 156. 
Fasting among the Jews, i. 347, 
ii. 34, Christ on, 36; Jewish 
and Christian doctrines of, 
77. 

Fasts, public, i. 220. 

Fatherhood, the, of God, Jewish 
idea of, ii. 69, 82; heathen 
idea of, 70, 82; Christ’s doc¬ 
trine of, 74, 82. 

Feasts, Jewish, times of, i. 220; 
fifty-nine in the Jewish year, 
226. 

Feet, woman washes Christ’s, ii. 
116. 

Festivals, Jewish, i. 1G2. 

Figs, ii. 620. 

Fnstborn, redemption of t'..c, i. 
122, 123. 

Firstfruits, feast of, i. 221. 

“ First sheaf,” cutting of, i. 201. 
Fish, the, as a Christian symbol, i. 
581. 

Fisherman, Jewish, ii. 581. 

Five thousand, feeding of the, ii. 
174. 

Flowera in Palestine, i. 519. 

“ Fool,” meaning of word, ii. 585. 
Forgiveness, of sins by Christ, ii. 
24, 118; Jewish doctrine of, 
24 ; Christian law of, 259,338. 
“ Foster-brother,” the phrase, L ( 
580. 
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Foulque de Neuilly, i. 387. 
Frank Mountain, i. 111. 
Freedom, spiritual, ii. 287, 
Fringes of the tallith, i. 180. 


G. 

Gabinius, i. 276, 557, 560. 

Gadara, i. 301; ii. 153, 604. 

Galileans, liberality of, 295 ; fidel¬ 
ity of, to the Law, 296; morals 
of, 296; bravery of, 296; in¬ 
tellectual vigour of, 297 ; blood 
of, mingled with their sacri¬ 
fices by Pilate, i. 511; mas¬ 
sacre of, in Temple, by Pilate, 

ii. 166. 

Galilee, i. 21; hills of, 21; popu¬ 
lation of, 110; Lake of, 288, 
460—465, 573; products of, 289, 
292; trades in, 289; origin of 
name, 294; mixture of races 
in, 295; literature of, 297; 
prophets of, 298; Apostles, 
men of, 298 ; Lake of, morning 
at, 515; fishermen of, 517; 
population of, 546; size of, 
558; distance from Jerusalem, 
558 ; fertility of, 288; towns of, 
290, 291; population of, 291; 
life in, 292 ; fishing on Lake 
of, ii. 573. 

Gamaliel, i. 215, 272. 

Gaulonitis, i. 302, 465. 

Gauls in Cleopatra's service, i. 44. 

Gehenna, ii. 584. 

Genealogies, registers of national, 
burned by Herod, i. 51. 

Gennesareth, i. 461; the name, 
573. 

Gentiles, converts to Judaism 
among the, i. 65. 

Gerasa, i. 299. 

Gerizim, Mount, i. 492,493; sacred¬ 
ness of, to Samaritans, 499. 

Gethsemane, ii. 477; agony of, 
478, 479. 

Gibeon, i. 111. 

Gideon, battle field of, i. 291. 

Gilboa, i. 153; hills of, 291. 

Gilead, i. 154, 301. 

Glaphyra, i. 259. 

“ Glory of the Lord,” the, i. 539. 

78 


God, Christ’s teaching respecting, 

i. 6. 

Goethe, on Christ, i. 1. 

Golgotha, ii. 530. 

“ Governor of the feast,” the, i. 
572. ' 

Grave, defilement by a, ii. 601. 
Great families, decay of, i. 98. 
Great men, opinions of, respecting 
Christ, i. 1. 

Great Synagogue, the, i. 62. 

Great Teacher, Christ as the, ii. 
83, 85. 

Greece, size of, i. 14. 

Greek language in Palestine, i. 47; 

manners in do., 47. 

Greek proselytes seek Christ, ii. 

409. 

H. 

“ Haberim,” the, i. 237, 238. 

Haifa, i. 154. 

Hallel, the Great, ii. 373. 
Hallelujah, the Great, i. 207. 
Handwashing, ii. 116, 139. 

Hannas, i. 274, 277; ii. 472, 483; 

family of, 619. 

Hauran, the, i. 303, 305. 

Hazan, the, i. 178. 

Heathenism, legends of fall, of, i. 
336. 

Heaven, voice from, to Christ, ii. 
411. 

Heavenly bodies, Eastern worship 
of, i. 134. 

Hebrew, Gentiles not allowed to 
learn, i. 61. 

Hebron in autumn, i. 96, 209. 

“ Hedge of the Law,” i. 66, 
233. 

“ Hem of the garment,” i. 180, 
Herder, on Christ, i. 2. 

Hermon, i, 154. 

Herod the Great, i. 30-58; brothers 
of, 31; flight of, to Rome, 36; 
made king of Judea, 37; war 
against Antigonus, 37; prose¬ 
cutes his enemies, 38; state of 
Palestine at his final triumph, 
40; false position of, 41; wives 
of, 41,47; court of, 46; troops 
of, 48; patronage of heathen¬ 
ism by, 50; terrible reports 
respecting, 51; kindness during 
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famine, 52; fatal illness of, 57; 
death of, 58, 142; dependence 
of, on Augustus, 108-9; last 
years, of, 138; character of, 
compared with that of other 
historical personages, 138; plot 
of Bagoas against, 139; palace 
of, at Jerusalem, 198 ; division 
of kingdom of, at his death, 
248; incidents following death 
of, 249; funeral of, 249; sons 
of, revenues of, 252; family of, 
282, 403; treatment of Jews 
by, 325; feeling at his death, 
326; martyrs under, 326, 328; 
wives of, 555 ; family of, mar¬ 
riages of, 555 ; palace of, 471. 

Herod Agrippa II., i. 523. 

Herod Antipas, i. 282; at Borne, 
283 ; age of, on accession, 283; 
dominions of, 263; ambitious 
schemes of, 284. 

Herodians, the, i. 66; unite with 
Pharisees against Christ, ii. 
392; 594. 

Herodias, i. 401; her intrigue with 
Antipas, 402. 

Hesbon, i. 300. 

High priest, appointment of, by 
Herod, i. 40; bad character of 
the, 83; vestments of the, 85 ; 
description of, as seen on the 
Day of Atonement, 95 ; defile¬ 
ment of, 197, 277; robes of, 
200; duties of, 209; prepar¬ 
ations of for Day of Atone¬ 
ment, 224; degradation of, by 
Bomans, 277; unpopularity of 
the, 327; vices of the, 327; 
robes of, by whom kept, 624. 

Highest seats, the, ii. 320. 

Hillel, i. 187, 215, 261, 653. 

Hindooism, ritualism in, i. 240. 

Hinnom, i. 201. 

Holiness, grades of ceremonial, i. 
239. 


Holy days free from work, i. 162. 
Holy Ghost, dootrine of the, i. 437; 

sin against the, ii. 135. 

Holy of Holies, the, i. 90; entered 
by high priest, 224. 

Holy place, the, i. 89, 90, 91. 

Uolv Spirit, gift of, to Apostles, ii. 
561, 669. 


Horns of Hattin, ii. 49. 

Hospitality, religious merit of, oo* 
cording to the ltabbis, i. 113; 
in the East, 113 ; praise of, 530. 

Houses, publicity of Eastern, ii. 
116 ; Eastern, 484, 578. 

Humanity, brotherhood of, Greek 
idea of, i. 8; Homan idea of, 
8 ; Christ's idea of, 9; Christ's 
Divine enthusiasm for, ii. 34. 

Hundred sheep, parable of the, ii. 
328. 

Husbandmen and vineyard, parable 
of the, ii. 385. 

Husbands, supposed case of woman 
with Beven, ii. 397. 

HyTcanus, John, i. 27-44, 200; 
conquers Edom, 247. 



Illuminations, Jewish, ii. 618. 

Immorality of ancient Homan re¬ 
ligion, i. 26. 

Immortality, Christ’s teaching re¬ 
specting, i. 7; Julius Ctesar on, 
26. 

Incarnation, the idea of, foreign to 
Jewish mind, i. 101. 

Incense, use of, i. 91. 

Incense offering, the, i. 92, 210. 

Infancy of Christ, legends respect¬ 
ing the, i. 144. 

Inheritance, decision respecting an, 
asked from Christ, ii. 142. 

Injuries, compensation for, ii. 

586-7. 

Innocents, Chapel of the, at Beth¬ 
lehem, i. 128. 

Inns, Eastern, i. 113; Jewish, i. 
53G. 

Insurrections against Boman taxa¬ 
tion, i. 212. 

Interpretation, Jewish, i. 85. 

Irving, Edward, on John the Bap¬ 
tist. i. 359, 406, 410. 

Iturea, i. 303. 

Itureans, the, i. 87. 


J. 

Jacob, legend of death of, 1. 246; 
well of, i. 493; interview of 
Christ with woman at, 494- 
606. 
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Jairus, cure of daughter of, ii. 156, 
605. 

James and John, characters of, ii. 
46. 

James, St., call of, i. 442. 

Jean Paul, on Christ, i. 1. 

Jeremiah, legend of the hiding of 
the Ark by, i. 364. 

Jericho, rebuilt by Archelaus, i. 
260; plain of, i. 371 ; city of, 

ii. 361. 

Jerome at Bethlehem, i. 62. 

Jerusalem, fancied to be the centre 
of the world, i. 14; Greek 
manners, etc. in, 48 ; theatre 
in, 52; approach to, from 
Bethlehem, 120; supposed 
Babbinical purity of, 192; 
appearance of ancient, 196; 
heights of localities in, 196 ; 
trades in, 197 ; walls of, 197 ; 
Herod's towers in, 197, 199 ; 

streets of, 199 ; environs of, 
200; morning in, 211; classes 
of citizens of, 212; religious 
world of, 213 ; appearance of, 
during a feast, 222 ; taken by 
Varus, 258 ; during the Pass- 
over, 469 ; Christ revisits, ii. 
86; springs in, 86; water 
supply of, 87 ; Christ must die 
at, 229 ; lament of Christ 
over, 344, 405 ; Christ weeps 
over, 375. 

Jesus, carried off to Egypt, i. 141; 
brought back to Palestine from 
Egypt, 148 ; childhood of, 165 ; 
boyhood of, 262; at John’s 
baptism, 389, 392; appearance 
of,when baptized, 389; receives 
messengers from John, 401; 
life of, before His baptism, 
412; and John, contrast be¬ 
tween, 414; retires to the 
wilderness after His baptism, 
414; age of, on His entrance 
on His public ministry, 455; 
character of preaching of, 468; 
the name, 531. 

Jesuits, passive obedience of, i. 554. 

Jewish literature, post exilic, i. 
133; forms of trial in capital 
cases, ii. 487 ; literature, Pre- 
christian, 582; courts, 584. 


Jews, privileges granted to, by 
Julius C®sar, i. 30; hated by 
Greeks, 53; isolation of, 
among nations, 6.1; Tacitus on 
the, 61; Juvenal on the, 61; 
hatred of Greeks by, 61; pride 
of, 61; titles given to, by 
God, 77; special favour 
shown to, by God, 78; classical 
authors on wide dispersion of, 
132; religious fanaticism of, 
in Christ’s day, 133 ; exagger¬ 
ated pride of, 137; numbers 
of, in Egypt, 142; hatred of, 
in Egypt, 143; Koman con¬ 
cessions to, 276; hatred of, 
by Romans, 278, 311; national 
character of, 308 ; bigotry of, 
309 ; hatred to other races, of 
the, ii. 72; spiritual pride of, 
342. 

Jezreel, i. 291. 

Joel, date of, i. 247. 

John the Baptist, Moses, and David, 
early seclusion of, i. 219 ; the 
Baptist, birth of, 337 ; hi 9 
training, 337 ; at the Temple, 
338 ; parents of, 338; a Naza- 
rite, 339 ; influence of his age 
on, 351 ; in the desert, 354; 
his dress, 355 ; his occupations, 
356 ; a strict Jew, 357 ; strug¬ 
gles of soul, 357 ; his love of 
the prophets, 359 ; not an 
Essene, 360 ; his self-denial, 
360 ; state of Judea in the 
lifetime of, 361 ; Messianic 
hopes of, 362 ; his conception 
of the Kingdom of God, 363 ; 
events and personages of his 
time, 367 ; state of Palestine 
in his time, 368 ; scene of first 
preaching of, 371, 372, 373, 
376, 383 ; appearance of, 371; 
the baptism of, 374, 385 ; ex- 
citement produced by preach¬ 
ing of, 376, 385; deputation 
from Jerusalem to, 378 ; secret 
of his success, 378 ; character 
of preaching of, 379, 380, 381 ; 
Messiah proclaimed by, as at 
hand, 380 ; fidelity of his 
preaching, 382, 388 ; humility 
of, 384 ; narrow views of, 385; 
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greatness of, 385; legalism of, 
385; Jewish authorities visit, 
388; baptises Christ, 390; tes¬ 
timony of, to Christ, 394 ; im¬ 
prisonment of, 395; treatment 
of, as a prisoner, 399 ; offends 
Antipas, 399 ; wavers respect¬ 
ing the Christ, 400; before 
Antipas, 401 ; execution of, 
408; disowns being “ the 
Christ/’ 434; partial reve¬ 
lations to, 437 ; character of 
preaching of, 467 ; baptism of, 
time of, 564. 

John, St., call of, i. 439. 

John, and James, wish a corse on 
the Samaritans, ii. 264; 
Gospel of, i. 569. 

Jordan, the, i. 22; the, near Jericho, 
370 ; meaning of name of the, 
519 ; circle of the, 564 ; de¬ 
scription* of the, 564; sources 
of the, ii. 207. 

Joseph, brother of Herod, death 
of, i. 37. 

Joseph, husband of Mary, legends 
respecting, i. 105. 

Joseph, of Arimathcea, ii. 543. 

Josiah, death of, i. 290. 

“ Jot or tittle,” ii. 583. 

Jubilees, Book of, i. 118, 540. 

Judaism, wide spread of, after 
return, i. 131, 132; Christ’s 
relation to, ii. 36; effects in 
Christ’s day, 407. 

Judas, ii. 432-134, 437, 441, 479, 
481, 522, 623. 

Judas the Galihean, i. 257 , 271, 
283, 297 ; and his sons, 275. 

Judas Maccabeus, i. 253; indiffer¬ 
ence of Rabbis to, 254. 

Judas Thaddams, ii. 454. 

Judea, physical characteristics of, 
i. 20; ancient population of, 
20; size of, 82; southern, in 
autumn, 96; appearance of, 
111; a Persian province, 129; 
a Roman province, 211; Rabbis 
in towns in, 241; at death of 
Herod, 246; made a Roman 
province, 261; state of, in 
Christ's youth, 268; Jews of, 
bigotry of, 297 ; wilderness of, 
352; extent of, 483. 


| Judgment, anciont Persian day of, 

i. 130; last, picture of, by Christ, 

ii. 426. 

Juvenal, i. 26; on the Jews, 
61. 

K. 

Khans, i. 113. 

Kin g, Christ refuses to be made a, 
ii. 176; who sent to get a 
kingdom, parable of tho, 367. 
Kingdom of heaven, the phrase, i. 
373; spiritual nature of 
Christ’s, ii. 187. 

Kishon, i. 290. 

Koran, a local book, i. 16. 

L. 

Lake of Galilee, east side of tho, 
ii. 150 ; storms on tho, 152. 
“Lamb of God,” the phrase, i. 
391, 436; Christ rocognised 
by John as the, 436. 

Lamps, the ever-burning, i. 92. 
Lancashire, population of, i. 110. 
Law; Christ’s relation to the Moral 
Law, ii. 59 ; formal honour of, 
by Rabbis, i. 71; 4 ‘ Hedge ” 
about the, 62 ; learned early, 
161; knowledge of, among 
Jews, 163; life under the, 
169; roll of tho, 177 ; Rabbi¬ 
nical, touched every detail of 
life, 233; the treatment of, by 
the Rabbis, ii. 61; “ Hedge ” 
round the, 61; defiles him who 
touches it, 62 ; zeal for, after 
return, i. 60. 

Lawyer “ not far from the king¬ 
dom,” ii. 400. 

Laying on of hands, i. 549. 
Lazarus, illness and death of, ii. 
309 ; resurrection of, 309-314 ; 
legends respecting, 314. 
Learned classes among the Jews, 

ii. 189. 

Lentulua, alleged description of 
Christ by, i. 432. 

Leper, cure of, ii. 12-16. 

Lepers, cure of t$n, ii. 268. 
Leprosy, ii. 268, 578; laws respect¬ 
ing, 12; purification from, 
priestly, 14. 
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Light, Christ the, of the world, ii. 
281. 

Like for like, Jewish doctrine of, i. 
2 0 * 2 . 

Literature, Jewish, of the century 
before Christ, i. 315. 

Little ones, the, of Christ, ii. 257. 
Living water, Christ's discourse on, 
ii. 277. 

Locusts as food, i. 354. 

“Lord,” the word, ii. 578. 

Lord’s Prayer, the, and the Talmud, 
ii. 589 ; the, 76, 77. 

Lord’s Supper, institution of the, 

ii. 447. 

Lost piece of money, parable of 

the, ii. 329. 


M. 

Maccabees, the, i. 27. 

Machaerus, i. 284, 325-397. 
Mackintosh, Sir J., on Christ, i. 
4. 

Madmen of Gadara, cure of, ii. 
154. 

Madness in the East, ii. 153. 
Magdala, i. 289 ; ii. 120. 

Magi, the, i. 135; in Jerusalem, 
139, 140 ; legends respecting, 
144; altar of the, 128; visit 
of the, 329, 521, 537. 

Magic, belief in, among the Jews, 
i. 348. 

“ Magicians,” Jewish, i. 137. 
Magnificat, the, i. 103 ; the mental 
and spiritual characteristics it 
implies in Mary, 104. 
Mahomet, descendants of, i. 98. 
Mamea, legends of the, ii. 181. 
Mammon, Milton on, ii. 591. 

Man, Christ’s teaching respecting, 

i. 6. 

Manger, the reputed, of Christ, i. 
128. 

Mangers, i. 539. 

Manners, ancient English, i. 505. 
Manuscripts of New Test., i. 529. 
Mariamne, i. 41, 45 ; married to 
Herod, i. 38. 

Mark Antony, i. 28-44. 

Marriage, early, i. 213. an Eas¬ 
tern, 447 ; Christ on, ii, 350; 


doctrine of the Rabbis respect¬ 
ing, 64; doctrine of Christ 
respecting 64; sanctity of Jew¬ 
ish, 156; supper, parable of 
the, 322; feast and wedding 
garments, parable of the, 388 ; 
for money, 590. 

Mary, the Virgin, i. 451; relation¬ 
ship to Elizabeth, 532; an¬ 
nunciation to, 101 ; journey 
to Hebron, 101; develop¬ 
ment of religious life in her 
mind, 102; family circle of, 
331; legend of infancy and 
youth of, 106-7; legendary 
appearance of, 107; in the 
Temple at her purification, 
120 ; return to Nazareth, 105 ; 
father and mother of, 105; 
visit of, to Jesus; ii. 138. 

Mary Magdalene, ii. 124-127, 597 ; 
anoints Christ, ii. 431. 

Masada, i. 353. 

Matthew, Gospel of, aim of, i. 145 ; 
call of, ii. 28 ; a shock to the 
ideas of the day, 29; feast in 
house of, 30. 

Meat offering, i. 210. 

Medicine, ancient, ii. 157-8; 
Jewish ideas of, 605. 

Megiddo, i. 290. 

Memory, feats of, shown by 
Rabbis, i. 242. 

Menahem, foster brother of Anti- 
pas, i. 283. 

Merom, Lake, i. 287. 

Messiah, the name, i. 559 ; texts 
respecting, in Old Testament, 
559; the, of Virgil, 46; de¬ 
scent of, from David, ii. 598 ; 
expectation of, by heathen, i. 
542 ; Babbis on times of the, 
ii. 595-6; spiritual concep¬ 
tion of by some, i. 75; in¬ 
auguration of Jesus as, at His 
baptism, 393 ; Jewish idea of, 
74; prophets spoke of, 74; 
when expected, 74; Jewish 
titles of, 75; birthplace of, 
76 ; to be hidden before His 
manifestation, 76 ; victories of, 
76 ; kingdom of, 76 ; Jerusalem 
under, 77; Palestine under, 
77; Jewish expectation of. 
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133, 134; Jewish ideas re¬ 
specting the, ii, 274, 277 ; 
Jewish ideas of, i. 323; ii. 263 ; 
Pharisaic idea of the, i. 65; 
Jewish hope of the, 315 ; Jew¬ 
ish opinions on lineage of, 139; 
on birthplace of, 140 ; Jewish, 
to be hidden, 140; pointed 
oat by John, 377,384 ; repent¬ 
ance necessary before His 
appearance, 373; Rabbinical 
exposition of texts respect¬ 
ing the, 676; recognition of 
Jesus as, by ApoBtleB, ii. 226 ; 
idea of a suffering, 230; a 
suffering, i. 435; Samaritans 
of the present day wait for, 
563. 

Messiahs, false, i. 340, 372, 417; 

pretended miracles of, ii. 136; 
pretended, before Christ, i. 133; 
belief in two, 435; sixty false, 
ii. 107. 

Messiahship, confession of Christ's, 
by Apostles, ii. 224. 

Migdal Eder, i. 538. 

Millennium, Persian, i. 129. 

Miracle, Brahminical apologue 
respecting a, i. 454. 

Miracles, on, i. 454 ; subordinate 
to teaching, ii. 7. 

Missionary circuits of Christ, ii. 

11 . 


Mithridates, i. 29. 

Moab, mountains of, i. 112, 302. 
Moloch, i. 201. 

loney, value of, in Christ’s day, ii. 
295 ; payment for injuries, ii. 
65. 

Monks of the early centuries, i. 
351. 

Monobazus, ii. 590. 

Months, the Hebrew, i. 550; ii. 
262. 

Moon, new, watching for, i. 189; 

time of, sacred, 190. 

Morality, Christ’s standard of, i. 6. 
Morals, precepts on, i. 171. 
Morning prayer, i. 211. 

Morning and evening prayers, i. 93. 
Morning and evening sacrifice, i. 

629. 

Moses, grandson of, i. 98, 529; 
star said to have marked birth 


of, 138; wife of, not on 
Ethiopian, 243. 

Mothers, praise of Jewish, i. 160. 
Mourners, public, ii. 605. 


urder, Christ’s teaching respect¬ 
ing, ii. 63. 


Mustard plant, the, ii. 601. 
ustard seed, parable of 




Nabatea, i. 284. 

Nablus, i. 21. 

Nain, i. 291; ii. 106; raising of 
the young man at, 106. 

Name, when given to a child, i. 
118; changes of, 445 ; giving 
of, to a child, 528. 

Names, Hebrew, i. 640, 660, 570; 
ii. 292. 

Napoleon I., on Christ, i. 2, 12. 

Nathanael, i. 672; call of, 443-5; 
same as Bartholomew, 445. 

Nativity, Cave of the, i. 127; Church 
of the, 127. 

Natural phenomena, Jewish ex¬ 
planations of, ii. 88. 

Nazareth, i. 98, 148-155, 174; 
the name, 545; bad namo of, 
443; journey of Christ to, ii. 
162 ; Christ again at, 610; life 
of Christ at, i. 330, 332; a 
house in, 219. 

Nazarite, requirements from a, i. 
339-40; vows, 317. 

Nazarites, St. James and St. Mat¬ 
thew* ii. 33. 

Nehemiah, i. 129. 

" Neighbour,” Jewish definition of, 
ii. 73, 81. 

Nero, the number “ 666,” i. 654, 

Net, parable of the, ii. 149. 

Nets, ii. C02. 

Ncthinim, i. 66. 

New kingdom, the, ii, 1. 

New moon, sacredneBS of, i. 524. 

Nicanor’s Gate, i. 121. 

Nicodemus, i. 477, 575 ; discourse 
of Jesus with, 478-482; ii, 
475. 

Numbering of the people, aversion 
to, i. 264. 
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Oath, sacre&ness of an, i. 567; 

Oaths, Rabbis on, ii. 65; 586; Christ 

on, 66. 

Obadiah, date of, i. 247. 

Offences, law respecting, ii. 258. 

Old Testament, number of quota¬ 
tions from, in the Gospels, i. 
228. 

Olives, Mount of, ii. 373; discourse 
of Christ to disciples on the 
Mount of, ii. 425. 

Ormuzd, i. 129, 130. 

“ Our Father,” Jewish idea of, i. 
518. 

“ Outer darkness,” meaning of 
phrase, ii. 389. 

P. 

Palestine, size of, i. 14; central 
position of, in ancient w r orld, 
14; physical features of, 
15; coveted by ancient na¬ 
tions, 15 ; variety of climates 
in, 16 ; botany of, 17 ; moun¬ 
tains of, 18; valleys of, 18; 
plains of, 81; Jewish part 
of, a tableland, 19; general 
characteristics of, 19 ; deserts 
of, 20 ; terrace cultivation in, 
20; former fertility of, 20; 
coasts of, 22; civil war in, 
27-39; heathenism in, under 
Herod, 49; Persian rule in, 
59 ; birds of, 149,150 ; diseases 
of, 151; ii. 593; love of Jews 
for, i. 193 ; revolt in, during 
absence of Archelaus at Rome, 
252; condition of, in Christ’s 
day, ii. 326 ; fertility of, 601. 

“ Palm,’’ the measure called a, i. 
568. 

Palsv, man with the, cure of, ii. 
21-26. 

Panias, temple at, i. 47. 

Parable, the Jewish, ii. 144. 

Parable of the pitiless creditor, ii. 
260. 

Paralytic at Bethesda, cure of, ii. 
88; opposition roused by, 89. 

Paralyzed man cured in the syna¬ 
gogue on the Sabbath, ii. 100. 


Parental responsibility for a son, i. 
214. 

Parents, relation of Jewish children 
to, i. 158. 

Parseeism, not the source of Juda¬ 
ism, i."131. 

Parthians, the, i. 28, 29, 35, 36,37, 
41; dreadful cavalry of the, 
363. 

Passive virtues, praise of, ii. 55. 

Passover, foreign Jews at, i. 132, 
134, 190; eaten only by 
males, 191; attended by 
children, 191; public prepara¬ 
tions for, 203; selection of 
victims for, 203; number of 
victims slain at, 205; mode 
of slaying victims at, 205; 
number of each company at, 
205; roasting of victims at,206; 
ceremonies of 206 ; lamb, 210 ; 
festivities after, 207; Christ’s 
first journey to, 445, 468; 
characteristics of the time of, 
469, 536; the, 551; at Jeru¬ 
salem at this day, 551; the, 
ii. 434; Christ orders pre¬ 
parations for the, 435; hos¬ 
pitality shown at the, 435; 
preparations for the, 436; 
ceremonies of the slaughter of 
the lamb at the, 436; the 
last, 438; discourses of 
Christ at the last, 440, 442, 
450—465 ; night in Jerusalem, 
450; close of our Lord’s last, 
475. 

Paul, St., birthplace of, i. 457. 

“ Pavement,” the, ii. 623. 

Pearl, parable of the, ii. 149. 

Peccability, possible, of Christ, i. 
416. 

Pella, i. 300. 

Penitent thief, the, ii. 534. 

Pentecost, i. 255. 

Perea, i. 298, 558; Christ in, ii. 
309,317, 324 ; Christ’s journey 
from, 358. 

Persia, ancient, religion of, i. 129; 
and Judea, resemblances in 
their religions, 129. 

Peter, call of, i. 441; character of, 
ii. 45 ; the rock, 611; Christ's 
commission to, in His king- 
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dom, 228; bravery of, 482 ; 
denies Christ, 49G; cure of 
wife's mother 5 ; last commis¬ 
sion to, from our Lord, 568. 

Pharisaism, decay of, i. 66, 67, 68. 

Pharisee, and publican, parable of 
the, ii. 346; meaning of name, 

699. 

Pharisees, i. 27 ; classes of, 66 ; the 
mechanical piety of, ii. 60; 
conception of righteousness 
among, G1; name of, 62; i. 63, 
64; proselytism by, i. 65; 
great influence of, 66; oppo¬ 
sition of, to Herod, 138; rise 
of the, 237-239; the, 263; 
aims a century before Christ, 
254, 260, 342 ; the name, 521: 
pretend friendliness to Christ, 
ii. 139 ; denounced by Christ, 
140; self-righteousness of, 32 ; 
minute ceremonialism of, 192 ; 
popularity of the, 214; alliance 
with Sadducees against Christ, 
215; and Sadducees unite 
against Christ, 276 ; denunci¬ 
ation of, by ChriBt, 334; ar¬ 
raigned by Christ, 387 ; their 
poverty, 610. 

Phasael, death of, i. 36, 197. 

Pheroras, i. 64 ; death of, 56. 

Philadelphia, the ancient Ammon, 
i. 299. 

Philip, son of Herod, i. 248, 305. 

Philip, Apostle, ii. 452. 

Philippi, battle of, i. 33. 

Phili6tia, plain of, i. 519. 

Phccnix, the, i. 335. 

Phylacteries, i. 181, 214; ii. 121, 
293. 

Pilate, Pontius, i. 279 ; introduces 
lloumn standards to Jerusa¬ 
lem ,279; Jews possively resist, 
279 ; raises Jerusalem against 
him again. 280,281; aqueduct 
built by, 280; massacre of 
Jews in Temple by, 281, 361, 
395. 402 ; ii. 471. 

Pilgrimage to Feast of Weeks, i. 
169, 221. 

Pilgrims, return of, from Passover, 
i. 214. 

Planets, conjunctions of, L 137, 
138. 


Plantagenets, the last, i. 98. 

Polycarp, on Christ, i. 4. 

Polygamy, dislike of, i. 158. 

Pompey storms the Temple, i. 27 ; 
enters Holy of Holies, 27; 
death of, 29, 669 ; war with 
Ca!6ar, 28, 276, 560. 

Poor, the treatment of, in anti¬ 
quity, i. 11 ; teaching of Christ 
regarding, 11. 

Portraits of Christ, i. 428. 

Possession, diabolic, ii. 672; Dr. 
Tristram on, 577, 

Prretorium, the, i. 264. 

Prayer, daily, times of, i. 100; 
morning, i. 121; Jewish and 
Christian doctrines of, ii. 76; 
Christ on, 295, 344; Jewish, 
35; Jewish ground for, i. 
648. 

Prayers, Jewish, i. 167, 168, 180, 
182-3, 190; multiplication of 
Jewish, 186; repetition in, 
ii. 589. 

Preaching, the great agency used 
by Christ, ii. 10; of Christ, 
sceneB of the, 38. 

Precedence, Jewish ideas of, i. 

66 . 

Prepossessions, influence of, i. 102. 

Priesthood, corruption of higher 
orders of, at Christ’s death, ii. 
474. 

Priests secondary to Rabbis, i. 66 ; 
courses of the, 80 ; the poverty 
of many of the, 82 ; higher 
classes of, 82; character of, 
83 ; ago of consecration of, 84 ; 
mode of consecration of, 84 ; 
dress of, 85 ; duties of, 86 ; the 
ceremonial “cleanness” of, 
what it implied, 86 ; genealo¬ 
gies of the, 87 ; towns assigned 
to, 87 ; provision for support 
of, 87; duties of, at Temple. 
81; number of the, 81; social 
position of, 82, 84 ; classes of, 
82 ; the, 523 ; consecration of, 
623, 524; high, depravity of, 
356. 

Procurators, Roman, dates of, i. 
277, 666. 

Prodigal son, parable of tho, ii. 

329. 
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Prophecy, ascribed to the Essenes, 
i. 347. 

Prophet, the, in reality a preacher, 

i. 373 ; without honour in his 
own country, 458, 580. 

Prophets born in Galilee, i. 457; 

ii. 278. 

Proselytism, Jewish, i. 132. 

Proverbs,” date of, i. 546; Jewish, 
170, 172. 

Providence, Christ’s doctrine of, ii. 
167 ; Talmud on, 591. 

Publicans, the, i. 265; ii. 27; 
hatred of, i. 273; ii. 32, 115. 

Purgatory, ancient Persian, i. 130. 

Purification, Feast of, i. 225 ; the, 
120, 122; of women, 540. 

Purifications, Jewish, of vessels, 
etc., i. 204. 

Purim, feast of, i. 225. 

Q. 

Quirinus, P. S., i. 263, 269, 272; 
census by, 264, 557. 

R. 

Rabbi, the title, i. 522. 

Rabbis, the, i. 62, 69 ; patri¬ 
archs claimed as, 69 ; dignity 
claimed for, 69; above the 
Law, 70, 71; miracles said to 
be wrought by, 70 ; vices of, 
70; angels said to be instructed 
by a Rabbi, 71; power of, 71, 
72 ; received no salaries, 72; 
means of living, 72 ; belonged 
to trades, 73; marriage of, 
73; office open to all, 73; 
teaching of, respecting the 
Messiah, 73; fables of, re¬ 
specting kingdom of Messiah, 
76, 77, 188 ; power of, 169 ; 
good and bad, 170 ; schools of, 
215; contemporary with Christ, 
215, 216 ; trades which some, 
followed, 228 ; position of, 231; 
any one might enter the order 
of, 231; above high priest, 232, 
above fathers, 232; discourse 
of, reverenced like “ the Law,” 
232; passive obedience to, de¬ 
manded, 232 ; fables of, 241, 
mode of Lcachiug of, 242; 


qualifications demanded from, 
242; as both jurists and 
teachers, 242; followers of 
the, 438; hospitality shown 
to, 440; sermons of the, 
ii. 4; the, 19; hesitation 
respecting Christ, 31; exclu¬ 
siveness and harshness of the, 

32 ; the, 129, 134 ; exclusive¬ 
ness of the, 130; denounced 
by Christ, 141; scholars of 
the, 151; watch Christ, 195: 
denounced by Him, 197-8; 
opposition of, to Christ, 
202; hated by the common 
people, 328; names given 
to, in Gospels, 578; things 
unbecoming in, 579 ; their 
grossness, 585; disciples of,603. 

Rabbinical sophistry, ii. 196, 197 ; 
rules, puerility of, i. 224; pre¬ 
cepts, gradual accumulation of, 
233. 

Rabbinism, i. 166; comprehensive 
rules of, 169 ; ii. 191. 

Rab Mag, i. 135. 

Raca, meaning of word, ii. 584. 

Rachel’s tomb, i. 112. 

Ramah, i. 111. 

Reader, the, i. 179. 

Reappearance of eminent saints, 
expectations respecting the, ii. 
611, 612. 

Reeds, ii. 596. 

Reformations, rise of, ii. 113. 

. Reformers always persecuted, ii.392. 

Registers of descent, burned by 
Herod, i. 325. 

Registration of Jews by Herod for 
Augustus, i. 109. 

Religions of antiquity, i. 25 ; effeto 
at Christ’s birth, 25. 

“ Repentance,” words for, i. 5G5. 

Resurrection, Jewish doctrine of 
the, ii. 321, 240; Christ’s 
teaching respecting the, 397 ; 
Ewald on the, of Christ, 518; 
witnesses to the, 548-572. 

Retaliation, rabbinical law of, ii. 
67 ; Christ on, 68. 

Rich man, parable of the, ii. 143. 

Riches, danger of, to spiritual life, 
ii. 355. 

“ Righteous,"the word, i. 562. 
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Bitos, Christ's depreciation of, ii. 
323. 

Ritual, Christ’s relation to, ii. 36. 

Ritualism, minute, characteristic of 
all theocracies, i. 240. 

Boad, Roman, in North Palestine, 
i. 155. 

Bobbers, the, suppressed by Herod, 

i. 31, 255. 

Roman eagle in the Temple, i. 121, 
122 ; empire at Christ’s birth, 
23, 24; empire, division of, 
threatened by Cleopatra and 
Antony, 43; imperial survey 
of, 103; taxes in Jadea, 265; 
in Syria, 267; in Cilicia, 267 ; 
tax, opposition of Jews to, 273, 
274; peace, the, 368; taxation, 

ii. 615; military terms, 622. 

Romans, hatred of, by Jews, i. 269 ; 

struggle of Jews against, 
274; Jewish hatred of the, 309, 
312; fiscal system of, 656. 

Borne, size of, i. 23; deputation in 
a.d. 17, of Jews to, 278; Jews, 
in a.d. 19, driven from, 278; 
strength of its empire, 308; 
preparation of the world by, for 
Christ, 337. 

Roofs, Eastern, ii. 21; opening in 
house, in Palestine, 579. 

Rousseau, on Christ, i. 2. 

Royal Porch, the, i. 90, 120. 

Ruth, i. 112. 

I 

S. 

Sabbath breaking, Christ’s defence 
against charge of, ii, 93-96, 
97 273 318. 

Sabbath, the Jewish, ii. 2, 6, 90, 
92, 299, 599, 619; 97; Christ 
on tho, 98; things lawful to do 
on, 99. 

Sabbath day's journey, ii. 92, 693, 
594. 

8abbath year, i. 38. 

Sabinus, tyranny of, in Jerusalem, 
i. 255. 

Sackcloth, i. 562,665. 

Sacred fire, the, i. 626, 527. 

Sadducee, the name, i. 521. 

Sadduooes, i. 63, 61, 201, 253 ; 
origin of the, ii. 209 ; opposi¬ 


tion of Pharisees to, 210,211; 
harshness of, 211; doctrines of, 
213 ; self-indulgence of, 213. 
Safed, i. 154. 

St. Antony, i. 358. 

St. Bernard, mother of, i. 352. 
Salome, mother of James and 
John, i. 442. 

Salome, sister of Herod, i. 31, 277, 
403. 

Salome’s request for her sonB, ii. 
359. 

Salt, losing its savour, ii. 582. 
Samaria, characteristics of, i. 21, 
257, 258; rules of Jews in 
travelling through, 111; hills 
of, 306 ; fertility of, 306 ; route 
from Judea to, 490; country 
of, 491; city of, 110, 607; 
heathen temple in, 47; des¬ 
troyed by John Hyrcanus, 521. 
Samaritan, parable of the Good, ii. 
294. 

Samaritans, the, i. 38; defile the 
Temple, 276 ; Messianic hopes 
of, 365 ; massacre of, by Pilate, 

366; origin of, 495 ; hatred of, 
to Jews, 495; hatred ot, by 
Jews, 261, 495, 496, 535; re¬ 
fuse to receive Christ, ii. 264. 
Sanhedrim, the, ii. 316. 

Saved, number of the, ii. 342. 
Schleiermacher, on tho Virgin and 
her Child, i. 117. 

Schools, i. 162-164. 

Scourging, Roman, ii. 515. 

Scribes, the, i. 554 ; and Pharisees, 
denunciation of, by Christ, ii. 
402. 

Scripture taught thoroughly to 
children, i. 161, 227, 520; 

manuscripts of, among Jews, 

227; Rabbinical interpretation 
of, 243; early Christian inter¬ 
pretation of, 244 ; reading of, 
in synagogue, 184; version of, 

used by Christ, 553 ; ii. 607, 
608. 

Secret alms, ii. 589. 

Soianus, i. 279, 334. 

Self-denial demanded by Chnst, ii. 
256,354. 

Semicha, tho, i. 549. 

Sou oca, ii. 70. 
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Sepphoris, i. 154, 257, 258, 283, 
417. 

Sepulchre, precautions against de¬ 
filement from, i. 121. 

Sermon, ancient Jewish, i. 185. 

Sermon on the Mount, ii. 48; ig¬ 
nores ritualism, 51. 

Servants, truthful and unfaithful, 
parable of the, ii. 428. 

Seth, Book of, i. 145. 

Seventy, sending out of the, ii. 267 ; 
return of the, 296. 

Sexes, relations of the, among the 
Jews, i. 503. 

Shammai, i. 187, 262. 

Sharon, plain of, i. 21. 

Shechem, i. 110, 577; Christ at, 
492 ; description of, 492, 500. 

Shekel, the, i. 541. 

“ Shephelah,” the, i. 22, 579. 

Shepherd, the Good, ii. 302. 

Shepherds at Bethlehem, i. 117. 

Shiloh, i. 111. 

Sign, demand for a, ii. 137, 180, 
215. 

Siloam, i. 202. 

Simeon, the aged, i. 124. 

Simon Maccabseus, i. 74. 

Simon Peter at the last Passover, 
ii. 440; his denial of Christ 
predicted, 444. 

Simon the Cyrenian, ii. 528. 

Simon the Just, i. 341, 521, 527, 
577 . 

Simon the Leper, ii. 291. 

Simon Zelotes, ii. 47, 256, 581. 

Simoom, the, ii. 611. 

“ Sin,” ancient world had no idea 
of, i. 7, 519. 

Sincerity demanded by Christ, ii. 
57. 

“Six hundred and sixty-six,” 
meaning of the number in 
Revelation, i. 244. 

Slavery, Christianity opposed to, i. 
10; in Roman empire, 10; 
ii. 594. 

Slaves, sale of citizens of con¬ 
quered cities as, i. 32, 258; 
branding of, 558. 

Sleep, Jewish ideas on, i, 167. 

Social proscription of certain 
classes in Christ’s day, ii. 327. 

Solomon, fables of Rabbis respect¬ 


ing, i. 242; Psalms of, 28, 
312, 318; Jewish ideas of hia 
wisdom, ii. 599. 

Solomon’s Porch, ii. 306. 

Son of David, how David’s Lord ? 
ii. 401. 

Son of God, the phrase, i. 437. 

“ Son of Joseph,” name of the 
Messiah, i. 578. 

Son of man, phrase, i. 454, 571. 

“ Son of the law,” a, i. 214. 

Sons, the two, parable of the, ii. 
384. 

“ Sorcerers,” in New Testament, i. 

i36. 

Sower, parable of the, ii. 145-148. 
Sparrows, ii. 607. 

Spinoza, on Christ, i. 1. 

Spring in Palestine, i. 535. 
Stadium, a, i. 580. 

Star expected by Jews at birth of 
Messiah, i. 140; at birth of 
Moses, 544. 

“ Star in the East,” what was it? 

i. 138; legends respecting, 
144, 145. 

Stars, Jewish science of the, i. 543; 

ominous, 136; temporary, 544. 
Stoicism, i. 25. 

Stole, the, i. 568. 

Storm on the Lake, Apostles in the, 

ii. 177. 

Streets, Eastern, darkness of, by 
night, ii. 389. 

“ Strong drink,” i. 562. 
Superstition of the Rabbis, ii. 
132. 

Susa, sculpture over Temple gates 
of, i. 129. 

“ Susanna,” Book of, i. 547. 

Swine, destruction of the, ii. 155. 
Synagogue, rise of the, i. 81, 174 ; 
number of, in Jerusalem, 
175; description of, 175-7 ; 
Scriptures read in, 184; ad¬ 
dresses in, 185; prayers of, in 
vernacular, 186; Scriptures 
translated as read in, 186 ; in¬ 
fluence of, 187; worship in, 
168, 174, 176-186; one, said 
to be in heaven, 71; the Great, 
550 ; elders of the, 178; morn¬ 
ing service of the,ii. 3 ; Christ 
in the, of Nazareth, 163. 
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Synagogues in Palestine, i. 548; 
discipline of, ii. 614. 

Syrophenician woman, the, ii. 205. 

T. 

Tabernacle, vessels of the, legend 
respecting the, i. 364. 

Tabernacles, Feast of, i. 225; ii. 
269, 276, 279, 617. 

Tabor, i. 153. 

Tacitus, on the Jews, i. 61. 

Talents, parable of the, ii. 367. 

Tallith, the, i. 180, 549. 

Talmud set above the Scriptures, 
i. 71; learned by heart, 242; 
the, ii. 687. 

Tares, parable of the, ii. 149; sow* 
ing, amongst wheat, 602. 

Taxation, Homan, hatred of, i. 264. 

Taxes of Jewish princes, i. 269. 

Temple, heathens’ gifts to, i. 48; 
Herod proposes to rebuild the, 
51: it is opened, 51; golden 
eagle over gates of, riot about 
the, 57; second, the, 81; 
courts, imposing substructures 
of the, 89; routine of daily 
service in the, 91; courts of, 
122; supposed holiness of, 
192; contributions to, from 
foreign Jews, 194 ; love of, by 
Jews, 195 ; daily duty of priests 
in, 208 ; singers, 209; service, 
daily, 209; pilgrims to, the 
revenue of Jerusalem, 212; 
Christ in the, 217; stormed 
under Sabinus, 256; the, 
during the Passover time, 470; 
defilement of, by tradiug, etc., 
470; cleansing of, by Jesus, 
472 ; irritation against Christ 
for cleansing of the, 473-475 ; 
Christ's word respecting the 
destruction of the, of His body, 
475; grounds, size of, 525; 
defilement of, by traffic, 574 ; 
treasury plundered by various 
Romans, ii. 248; tax de¬ 
manded from Christ, 248-250; 
how collected from all Jews, 
219; the, from Mount Olivet, 
374; Christ enters, 376; second 
oleunsing of the, 378; Christ 


predicts destruction of, 415; 
omens of destruction of the, 
428; Christ leaves the, 429 ; 
veil of, rent, 649. 

Temporal prosperity, not promised 
by Christ, ii. 66. 

Temporal rewards and punish¬ 
ments, Jewish ideas on, ii. 297. 

Temptation, locality of the, i. 415 ; 
exposure of Christ to, 415; 
the, 417-426. 

Tephillin, i. 181, 214. 

Terrace cultivation, i. 112, 153. 

Tcruma, the, i. 237, 238. 

Testament, Old, quotations from, 
in New, i. 146. 

Theatre in Jerusalem, i. 198. 

Theocracy, the, under Moses, i. 
78; under the judges, 79; 
under the kings, 79; under 
the priest-kings, 79 ; spiritual 
conception of, under Christ, 
80. 

Therapeutic, the, i. 342. 

Theudas, i. 372. 

Thomas, ii. 451, 452, 562. 

“ Three days,” meaning of words, 
ii. 599. 

Threshing floors, i. 565. 

Tiberias, city of, founded, i. 285 ; 
palace at, 266. 

Tiberius, i. 277; anecdote of, 278, 
334. 

Tithes, i. 83, 237, 238; ii. 60. 

“ To him that hath shall be given,” 
Jewish parallel to words, ii, 
601. 

Tower, fall of, at Siloam, ii. 167. 

Towers, Herod’s, i. 120. 

Trachonitis, i. 304. 

Trade, in Jerusalem, i. 212; know¬ 
ledge of a, required from 
ltabbis, 228 ; proscribed. 539. 

Trades unions, Jewish, in Egypt, 

i. 143. 

“Tradition,” origin of Jewish, ii. 
19">; supreme importance at¬ 
tached to, 194. 

Transfiguration, the, ii. 235-240. 

Treasure, parable of the, ii. 149; 
hidden, 603. 

Trial of Jesus illegally conducted, 

ii. 484-487. 

Triclinium, a, ii. 438. 
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Tribes, surviving, in Christ’s day, 
i. 541. 

Trophies, Jewish hatred of heathen, 
i. 199. 

“ Troubling the water,” Jewish ex¬ 
planation of, ii. 88. 

Trumpets, Feast of, i. 223, 

Trust in God demanded, ii. 79. 

Truth, Jewish eulogy on, ii. 609. 

Turkish taxation, ii. 615. 

Tyre, manufactories in, i. 290. 



Ulysses, ii. 71. 

Uncleanness by contact with the 
dead, i. 285. 

Unfading youth, fountain of, ii. 
182 . 

Unjust Steward, parable of the, ii. 
331. 

Unleavened bread, Feast of, i. 190, 

203, ii. 434; preparation of, i. 

204. 

y. 


Valerius Gratus, i. 277. 

Varus, Quintilius, i. 255, 257, 283. 
Veil of Temple, i. 90, 526. 
Vernacular, use of, in Public Wor¬ 
ship, i. 186. 

Vine, golden, in Temple, i. 526. 
Vine, the True, ii. 456. 

Vineyard, parable of labourers in 


the, ii. 356. 

Virgil, fourth eclogue of, i. 335. 

Virgin Mary, had she other children 
than our Lord? i. 561. 

Virgin, Persian prophet to be bom 
of a, i. 130. 

Virgins, wise and foolish, parable 
of the, ii. 423. 


W. 

War, Christianity opposed to, i. 10. 

Washings, ceremonial, i. 209, 451; 
“the hands,” i. 236 ; ii. 191: 
of Apostles’ feet by Christ, ii. 
439 ; the hands as a symbol of 
innocence, 514 ; rules of, for 
the person, i. 167. 

Water into wine, ohange of, at 
Can?., i. 451, 455. 


Water-pots, Jewish, i. 451. 

Water supply of Palestine, i. 153. 

Water, when “ clean,” i. 235. 

Waves, Christ walks on the, ii. 177. 

“ Way of the Sea,” the, i. 155. 

Wealth, Christ on, ii. 143. 

Weather in Palestine in spring, i. 
546. 

Weather-signs, i. 465 ; ii. 216. 

Welsh, a Scotch minister, anecdote 
of, i. 406. 

Whitfield, i. 387. 

Whole burnt offering, i. 210. 

Widow, importunate, parable of 
the, ii. 345. 

Wife, ideal of a good, in Proverbs, 
i. 157 ; treatment of, Jewish 
ideas on the proper, i. 158. 

Wine, Hebrew opinions respecting, 
i. 450; sanction of use of, by 
Christ, i. 573. 

Woman, position of, in antiquity, 
i. 11; position of, under Chris¬ 
tianity, 11; position of, among 
ancient Germans, 12 ; position 
of, among the Jews, 503—4; 
with issue, cure of the, ii. 
157-9; bowed down, cure of, 
317 ; obligations of, to Christ, 
349. 

Womeu attending Christ, ii. 119, 
120 ; praise of Jewish, i. 160; 
rules for Rabbis respecting, 
503. 

“ Word, The,” a Jewish name for 
the Messiah, i. 75. 

“Word of God,” phrase, i. 566. 

Wordsworth, sonnet of, on the 
Virgin Mary, i. 60. 

World, age of, according to Rabbis, 

i. 243 ; the expected end of 
the, in a.d. 1000, 324; state 
of things in the, in Christ’s 
day, 336. 

Worldliness condemned by Christ, 

ii. 78. 

Worship, spiritual, demanded, i, 
501. 

Writing, teaohing of, i. 227. 



Year, Jewish, i. 189. 

Young man, the, who wished to 
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know how to gain eternal life, 
ii. 368. 

Z. 

Zaccbams, ii. 864. 

ZacbnriaB, father of the Baptist, i. 
87, 98, 94. 
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IVASHING TON BIBLE-CLA SS. 

Hamilton. Large i2mo. Cloth, $1.5.0. 


By Gail 


“The author of this book needs no introduction to American readers. But we will 
venture to say that she has never before shown greater brilliancy, intellectual grasp, 
and critical acumen than in this collection of papers, which were originally read in 
Washington last winter, before a Bible-class composed of prominent women ot that 
citv. As we have already intimated, this book will be sternly criticised by many; but 
in freshness of analysis it takes its place as one of the most important ol the more re¬ 
cent contributions to biblical literature .’’—New York 1 ?-ibu>,e. 

“That these lectures are interesting, even entertaining—that, more than that, they 
are stimulating and suggestive—need hardly be said. They are by G«ul Hamilton, 
that is enough. It is a book of fragments, interesting, entertaining, stimulating, sug¬ 
gestive, and useful, but still of fragments .”—Christian Union. 

“ She has at least one merit—she is never dull. Whether her readers agree with 
her or not, they are interested. The volume gives the reader a very clear idea of the 
religious discussion of the day, and marks the wide divergence from the older teach¬ 
ings of theology ."—Chicago Inter-Ocean. 

“The whole book is overflowing with fresh, often original thought, and with deep, 
devout feeling, and the style is crisp, pungent, occasionally caustic, but always firm, 
confident, and compelling attention if not convictions .' 1 —Chicago 'limes . 

“That the volume is fresh, bright, and sparkling, goes without saying, and it will 
be enjoyed by those who have kept abreast of the result of modem biblical criticism, 
and will be found deeply suggestive and profitable by those who have not. —Boston 
Traveller. 


T 


HE HOPE OF THE GOSPEL. By George 

MacDonald, author of “Unspoken Sermons,’’ “Robert Fal¬ 
coner,” etc. i2mo. Cloth, $1.25. 


“George MacDonald began life as a preacher; and always, whether in sermon 
or story, he is a preacher yet. He is also one of the most fervent of preachers. ... In 
respect to simplicity, vitality, and directness of style, these sermons might be studied 
with special profil."— Advance . 

“These sermons are marked by that same broad and all embracing charity which 
has characterized the writer's works of fiction ."—San Francisco Evening Post. 

“ In homely language, which is a sure means to touch the heart, the author delivers 
his message, direct and plain as an every-day duty, but winged with the fervor of truth¬ 
ful utterance ."—Philadelphia Ledger . 


M 


ORAL TEACHINGS OF SCIENCE . By Ara¬ 
bella B. Buckley, author of “The Fairy-Land of .Science,” 
“Life and her Children,” etc. i2mo. Cloth, 75 cents. 


“ A little book that proves, with excellent clearness and force, how many and strik¬ 
ing are the moral lessons suggested by the study of the life history o£the plant or bird, 
beast or insect ."—London Saturday Review . 

“ This is a charming little book, and may be commended to tho«e who are anxious 
to know how far the acceptance of the latest and most uncompromising scientific theo¬ 
ries is consistent with a belief in God and in personal immortality. . . . The book is 
admirably written, and is full of accurate knowledge clearly and simply slated. Every 
thoughtful and sincere reader must acknowledge its value and charm."— Charleston 
News and Courier. 


New York: D. APPLETON & CO., 7 2 Fifth Avenue. 
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AN IMPORTANT WORK. 


ESUS CHRIST: A History of Our Saviour's Per - 

sort. Mission , and Spirit. By Pkre Didon, 0 . P. With an In¬ 
troduction by His Eminence James, Cardinal Gibbons. 
Edited by Rt. Rev. Bernard O’Reilly, D. D.: I). Lit. 
(Laval). Profusely illustrated with Maps, Photogravure re¬ 
productions of Celebrated Paintings by the Old Masters, and 
Woodcuts of Scenes in the Holy Land, engraved from Sketches 
made by our own Artists. 

Complete in Two Large Octavo Volumes of about 500 pages each, hand¬ 
somely bound in Extra Cloth, with embellished cover. Price, in box, $7.50. 
Sold only by subscription. 

The original edition of P£re Didon’s great work in the French language 
has already reached a sale of more than Twenty Editions, Not in many 
years has a similar book been published that has attracted more attention 
abroad, or been received by the foreign reviewers with such enthusiastic and 
unstinted praise. The work of Pere Didon is commended to all—Roman 
Catholics or Protestants—as being one of the most powerful and intensely 
interesting contributions to Ecclesiastical Literature that have appeared In 
recent years. 


** Most heartily do we congratulate the author on his having sought to render 
attractive and pleasing for the cultivated public of our day the life of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, without either changing or abbreviating the text of the Gospels. People in 
France had become most unreasonably infatuated with the * German critical science.' 
We must, therefore, feel grateful to Pere Didon for the patience he has had to read the 
lucubrations of the German professors, and for his having made the acquaintance of the 
German universities. This tact gives great weight to his testimony in the estimation of 
an immense number of readers, who, deeming that this Life of Christ is on a level with 
the exigencies ot * contemporary criticism/ will thus read without prepossession this 
beautiful work, all irradiated with the pure light of the Gospel."— Krt ut Biblio - 
graft hique ct LitMraire . 

“To write for those who believe, is well; but to write for those who do not believe, 
or who are troubled with doubts—who are cither indifferent or hostile—is much better. 
'These are the persons who will be attracted and captivated by Pire Didon’s 'Jesus 
Christ/ Lt Gaulois. 

“ This work, so long and carefully prepared and so much spoken of in advance, has 
had from its first appearance a splendid success. 'This success is well deserved. 
Polemics, the refutation of rationalistic criticism, take up a relatively small place, and 
the author is to be warmly congratulated thereupon. A Life of Christ, in aci ordancc 
with the views of such critics, would have been rend by but a small number of persons. 
The broad and imposing plan on which Pere Didon conceived his work will secure to 
him daily thousands upon thousands of readers. The literary form given to the b<'nk 
is worthy of the subject. The diction is elevated, like the thoughts it clothes."—AT- 
vut Biblio graft hique Universeilf . 


New York: D. APPLETON & CO.. 72 Fiflh Avenue. 
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UR HEREDITY 

Lectures on Evolution. 

i2mo. Cloth, $1.75* 


FROM GOD . Consisting of 

By E. P. Pqwell. Fourth edition. 


44 It is written in a simple, homely, fresh, and piquant style, that will engage the 
interest of every intelligent reader. Even those who have prejudged the matter in 
debate, if they once begin to read, will find it hard to stop; and when they reach the 
end, if they do not make an unconditional surrender, they will find that some of their 
heavy guns are missing, a good deal of their light artillery, and a great deal of their 
useless baggage of contempt and scorn for doctrines which they did not understand.' 1 — 
Christian Register. 

44 Mr. Powell traces the rise of intelligence and morals out of and above all preced¬ 
ing developments, until he reaches the great questions of God and immortality. As a 
statement of the process of conviction by which the doctrine of evolution is established 
for the development of physical life the work is entitled to confidence, and will interest 
and instruct its readers .”—Boston Hei'ald . 

44 An earnest and profound thinker, Mr. Powell is a logical, forcible, and brilliant 
writer as well. It is safe to say that no one of the very numerous works which of late 
years have sought to demonstrate the unknowable, unprovable mysteries of which 
l)arwin and Spencer are the chief apostles and enunciators, has done so in more lucid, 
scholarly fashion.”— New Orleans Times-Democrat. 

44 All parts of the book are instructive, and while they instruct they never fail to 
interest. The driest facts of the evolution problem are made plain, and happily illus¬ 
trated ; but it is in such chapters as close the work that the interest culminates and 
the purpose of the work is seen. No one will regret owning and reading Mr. Powell’s 
work .”—Boston New Ideal. 



TUDIES IN HEGELS PHILOSOPHY OF PE- 

LIGION ‘ With an Appendix on Christian Unity in America. 
By J. MacBride Sterrett, D. D., Professor of Ethics and 
Apologetics in the Seabury-Divinity School ; author of “ Reason 
and Authority in Religion.” Second edition. i2mo. Cloth, 
$ 2 . 00 . 


44 Professor Sterrett’s 4 Studies ’ are well written and careful. . . . If one wishes to 
know about Hegel on the Philosophy of Religion, there is really no better book than 
the present. ... It gives an excellent general view of the Hegelian position.”— 
London Saturday Review. 

“A book for study and prolonged consideration. No one can read it without 
receiving much intellectual and spiritual stimulus.”— Bibliotheca Sacra. 

44 The American book I hold worthy of a place beside Lux Mu?tdi. It gives the 
logical method which Lux Mundi applies in a less technical and more popular treat¬ 
ment. They are studies at first hand, . . . earnest and noble, and offer noble aid to 
thought that would climb the loftiest and most difficult steep of knowledge. The path 
they trace is clear to the peak/'—Rev. R. A. Holland, D. D., in The Living Church. 

44 Dr. Sterrett is far more than a slavish expositor. , . . We cordially commend it 
as giving to the general reader a valuable idea of the great German’s method in philos¬ 
ophy, as well as initiating him into the latter’s treatment of some of the most important 
departments of human thinking.”— London Literary World. 

44 Dr. Sterrett has given to the elucidation of Hegel those literary and critical 
abilities which make his book a valuable contribution to'theology. No one can read 
it without profit. Dr. Sterrett is a helpful guide. He is careful, honest, frank, and 
scholarly."— The Standard of the Cross and the Church. 
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HE STORY OF WASHINGTON. By Eliza- 

beth Eggleston Seelye. Edited by I)r. Edward Eggleston. 

With over ioo Illustrations by AUegra Eggleston, A new vol¬ 
ume in the “Delights of History " Series, uniform with “The 
Story of Columbus/' i2mo. v Cloth, $1.75. 


11 One of the best accounts of the 
New York Observer. 


id cuts of Washington's life for young people. 


,f The Washington described is not that of the demigod or hero of the fir?t half of 
this century, but the man Washington, with his defects as well as his virtues, his unat¬ 
tractive traits as well as his pleasing ones. . . . There is gTcater freedom from errors 
than in more pretentious lives.’'— Chicago Tribunt . 

“The illustrations are numerous, and actually illustrate, including portrait* and 
views, with an occasional map and minor pictures suggestive of the habits and customs 
of the period. It is altogether an attractive and useful book, and one that should find 
many readers among American boys and girls."— PkiUuielphia Times. 

M A good piece of literary work presented in an attractive shape."—AVtr York 
Tribunt. 


M Will be read with interest by young and old. It is told with good taste and ac¬ 
curacy, and if the first President loses some of his mythical goodness in this story, the 
real greatness ot his natural character stands out distinctly, and his example will be all 
the more helpful to the boys and girls of this generation."— Sew York Churchman. 

44 The book is just what has been needed, the story of the life of Washington, as 
well as of his public career, written in a manner so interesting that one who begins 
it will finish, and so told that it will leave not the memory of a few trivial anecdotes by 
which to measure the man, but a just and complete estimate of him. The illustrations 
are so excellent as to double the value of the book as it would be without them."— 
Chicago Times. 


HE STORY OF COLUMBUS. By Elizabeth 

Eggleston Seelye. Edited by Dr. Edward Eggleston. With 
100 Illustrations by Allegra Eggleston. “ Delights of History ” 
Series. i2mo. Cloth, $1.75. 


41 A brief, popular, interesting, and yet critical volume, lust such as we should wish 
to place in tne hands of a young reader. The authors of tnis volume have done their 
best to keep it on a high plane of accuracy and conscientious work without losing sight 
of their readers."— New York Independent. 

M In some respects altogether the best book that the Columbus year has brought 
out."— Rochester Post-Express. 


II 


A simple story told in a natural fashion, and will be found far more interestin 

* .t __^ __ . __ m _1 •_rw _1 . 


than many of the more ambitious works on a similar theme. 
Commerce . 


New York Journal Oj 


99 This is no ordinary work. It is pre-eminently a work of the present time and of 
the future as well."— Boston Traveller. 


11 Mrs. Seelye* s book is pleasing in its general effect, and reveals the results of 
painstaking and conscientious study. '— New York Tribune . 

11 A very just account is given of Columbus, his failings being neither concealed nor 
magnified, but his real greatness being made plain."— New York Examiner. 

“ The illustrations are particularly welt chosen and neatly executed, and they add 
to the general excellence of the volume."— New York Times. 


New York: D. APPLETON & CO.. 72 Fifth Avenun. 


D. APPLETON & CO.’S PUBLICATIONS. 




New Volumes in the International Education Series. 

SYMBOLIC EDUCATION. B.y Susan E. Blow. 




i2mo. Cloth, $1.50. 


This book discusses in a practical way the foundations of the philosophy 
of Froebel as found in “The Mother’s Songs and Games”—Mutter-und 
Koselieder—and shows in a clear manner the significance of the kindergarten 
and its claims for the important place of corner stone of education. It is 
emphatically a book for mothers as well as for teachers, as it gives the de¬ 
sired aid and interpretation of the actions, feelings, and thoughts of infancy, 
and unfolds the true method of training as taught by Froebel. 



01V TO STUDY AND TEACH HISTORY. 

With Particular Reference to the History of the United States. 


By B. A. Hinsdale, Ph. D., LL. D., Professor of the Science 
and the Art of Teaching in the University of Michigan ; author 

of “ Schools and Studies,'* etc. i2mo. Cloth, $1.50. 

The aim of this book is practical, and it was written with particular ref¬ 
erence to the needs of elementary and secondary teachers, although it will 
be found of interest and value to teachers and students of all grades. Its 
main purpose is to state the uses of history, to define in a general way its 
field, to present and illustrate criteria for the choice of facts, to emphasize 
the organization of facts with reference to the three principles of associa¬ 
tion, to indicate sources of information, to describe the qualifications of the 
teacher, and finally to illustrate causation and the grouping of facts by draw¬ 
ing the outlines of some important chapters of American history. 


JXJENTAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE CHILD. 

^ By W. Preyer, Professor of Physiology in the University of 
Jena; author of “ The Mind of the Child." Translated by H. 
W. Brown. i2mo. Cloth, $ 1 . 00 . 

The special object of this book, as announced by Dr. Preyer in his pref¬ 
ace, is to initiate mothers in the complicated science of psychogenesis. The 
author desires to evoke a widespread interest in the study of the develop¬ 
ment of the infant mind, and has selected, from the extensive material he 
has gathered in a long period of systematic observation, that which has spe¬ 
cial reference to practical application. 


pDUCATION FROM A NATIONAL STAND - 

POINT\ By Alfred Fouillee. Translated and edited, 
with a Preface, by W. J. Greenstreet, M. A., St. John's Col¬ 
lege, Cambridge ; Head Master of the Marling School, Stroud. 
i2mo. Cloth, $1.50. 

Fouillee’s work is a timely and valuable contribution to the discussions 
of some of the important educational questions that are at present claiming 
attention in both this country and Europe. 
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APPLETONS’ LIBRARY LISTS. 


Libraries, whether lor the school, home, or the public at largo, nro 
among the most important and wide-reaching educational factors in the 
advancement of civilization. Modern intellectual activity, keeping puce 
with modern invention, has added to the earlier stores oi literature myriads 
of books, and a still greater mass of reading matter in other lortns, Cnfur- 
tunatedy, much of the material put into print is not of an educational or 
elevating character. It is important, then, in the selection ot books for 
public use, especially for the young, that great cifre be exercised to secure 
only such kinds of reading us will be wholesome, instructive, and intrinsic¬ 
ally valuable. 

For more than fifty years Messrs, D. Appleton & Co. have l>ecn en¬ 
gaged in the publication of the choicest productions from the pons of dis¬ 
tinguished authors of the past and present, of both Europe and Ainoricu, 
and their catalogue of books now comprises Bevcrul thousand volumes, em¬ 
bracing every department of knowledge. Classified lists of these publica¬ 
tions have been prepared, affording facilities for a judicious selection ol 
books covering tne whole ran^e of Literature, Science, nnd Art, for 
individual bookbuyors or for a thorough equipment of any library. 


Lists A, B, and C are of books selected especially for School Libraries. 


List A.—For Primary and Intermediate Grades . 

List B . — For Grammar and High School Giadcs. 

List C.—For College and University Libraries . 

The other lists are of books grouped according to subjects, and include 
the above. 

The classifications arc as follows : 


List 

D.- 

“History. List 0.- 

-Language, Literature, and 

i % 

E.- 

-Biography. 


Art. 

% t 

F.- 

-Physical Science. 

44 P.- 

-Reference Books. 

it 

G.- 

-Mental and Moral Science. 

41 

-Poetry and Essay. 

it 

u.- 

-Political and Social Sci¬ 

44 R.- 

-Travel and Adventure. 



ence. 

44 S.- 

-Pbdaoogy and Education. 

it 

I.- 

-Finance and Economics. 

44 T. 

-Fiction. 

44 

K.- 

-Hyoibne and Sanitary Sci¬ 

44 IV 

-Amusement and Recrea¬ 



ence. 


tion. 

41 

L.- 

-Philosophy and Metaphysics. 

41 \v 

-Evolution. 

44 

M.- 

-Technology and Indus- 

14 w- 

-Religion. 



trial Arts. 

44 X.- 

-Law. 

14 

N.- 

-Anturopology, Ethnology, 

44 Y.- 

-Medicine. 


AA. 


Archeology, Pal.bontol- 41 Z. —Juvenile Books, 
ogy. 

Unclassified. BB.—School and College Text-Books. 

CC.— Spanish Publications. 


We respectfully invite the attention of public and private book-buyers 
everywhere to these lists, confident that they will be found of interest 
and profit. Single lists mailed free. Complete set, 18 cents to cover 
postage. 

D. APPLETON & CO., Publishers, 

New York, Boston, Chicago. 







